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ELF Hits Long Island 


Long Island's habitats, either by physically remov- 
ing them, paving them or polluting them with toxic 
human-made materials making them either unde- 
sirable or unsustainable for most species. Wildlife 
extinction rates are increasing exponentially as ur- 
ban sprawl drives species from their homes. The 
Whiskey Road area, once state-protected land, has 
now fallen into the hands of money-driven develop- 
ers. Roughly 500 acres have been clearcut. 

The second and third actions against urban 
sprawl on Long Island occurred on September 26, 
2000, and November 11, 2000. Both took place at 
construction sites along Whiskey Road and in- 
volved monkeywrenching vehicles, pulling up 
survey stakes, smashing windows and leaving spray 
painted messages. 

The momentum continued as over 17 windows 
were smashed, slogans were left and bulldozers 
were decommissioned during the fourth action on 
November 24, 2000. This again took place at 
construction sites along Whiskey Road and in the 

Miller Place suburb. 

continued on page 13 


Suburbia Burns! 


There are about one million people in Maine, but there are eight 
million hoaxes:, we don't need any more houses. You want to add a 
new house? Bum an old one down. One for one. No more construc- 
tion, no more noise, poisons, mindless progress (the caption that 

came with the artwork). 


by Craig Rosebraugh 


The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
has been busy in Long Island, New York, 
over the past few months. Both urban sprawl and 
genetic engineering have been targeted. With nine 
acts of economic sabotage taken against luxury 
homes under construction, the ELF is sending a clear 
message to developers. "If you build it, we will burn 
it" was left on one of the Long Island homes during 
a December 2000 action. 

The first action occurred on July 7. The group 
evaded security and destroyed two acres of geneti- 
cally modified corn and several greenhouses worth 
of seedlings at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories. 
Several trucks were also monkeywrenched, and anti- 
genetic messages were spray painted everywhere. It 
is estimated that two years worth of genetic experi- 
ments were destroyed with this action. 

The ELF then focused on urban sprawl. The first 
action against over development occurred some- 
time prior to November 11, 2000, at construction 
sites along Whiskey Road in Coram, Long Island. 

Urban sprawl has altered nearly 90 percent of 
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Temperatures Soar in the Hague 


. 

Privilege Is Invisible 
to Those Who Have It 

by Beans and Rice 

Once upon a time as native forests were being 
destroyed, wild rivers dammed and polluted and 
corporations genetically mutated nature, an aware 
group of people gathered and rose up to confront 
the maddening onslaught. They lived together in 
the forests and worked together in towns. In the 
midst of all this one voice said, "A young woman 
told me that she was fondled in her sleep last 
night by a respected male activist in our commu- 
nity. What should we do about it?" And the 
response from this aware group of people was a 
mixture of silence and dismissal with retorts like, 
"We can deal with your petty little issues once the 
forests are saved and the dams are blown-up and 
the corporations are stopped. He has been vital to 
the campaign. You are just creating unnecessary 
drama, distracting us from the larger issues." 
Unfortunately, this is not simply a mythical tale 
of dysfunction, it is a living, breathing dragon 
lurking beneath the surface of many direct action 
campaigns and activist circles. 

The amazing people in this movement have 
the ability to clearly see the oppression of the 
natural world. Yet many are so blinded by our 
privilege as activists that we don't see our contri- 
bution to the oppression of others. Despite our 
best intentions, we find frequently we duplicate 
the patterns of power we find so abhorrent in the 
dominant culture. This has led to the 
tokenization or alienation of activists who are 
not able-bodied, heterosexual whites. 

continued on page 26 
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Twenty-thousand people die in Venezuelan land- 
slides, cyclone Orissa kills 10,000 in India, devastat- 
ing floods of Mozambique are followed by malaria 
outbreaks, the first ever reported thunderstorms in 
the arctic, polar bears starving, ice shelves rapidly 
cleaving into the sea, Shanhai is sinking. A mere 
coincidence that global environmental disasters are 
increasing in unprecedented frequency and severity? 
Hardly. They are man-made disasters. While US mul- 
tinational corporate public relations firms were busy 
duping the public into believing global warming was 
a myth, the UN's own scientists were recommending 
a minimum 60-percent reduction in greenhouse gas- 
ses to prevent global environmental catastrophe. So 
our global saviors began with 
the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 
manifesting into the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol in 1997. These empty agree- 
ments called for a measly 5.2 
percent reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions from the 1990 
level. These meetings — so-called 
Conference of the Parties 
(COP) — happen every year and 
this year's was in the Hague, the 
Netherlands, with thousands of 
corporate flacks and lobbyists, 

NGOs and UN officials, minis- 
ters and delegates from all over 
the world. Thousands of activ- 
ists were ready to get in the way. 

A better way to look at global 
warming is to think of it as cli- 
mate destabilization. Though 
warming plays an important 
part, it is a small piece of the 
possible catastrophic results in 


more extreme weather events destroying habitats 
and climate norms worldwide. No, the sky is not 
falling, but it is filthy and 122 corporations account 
for 80 percent of the C0 2 emissions worldwide. You 
think they want to change? 

The structure of the Kyoto Protocol reflects corpo- 
rate interests, and industrialized nations pushing to 
continue their course to the planets extinction. The 
protocol proposed solutions for this grim state of 
affairs by harvesting the power of the market, the 
same capitalist mechanisms that caused the prob- 
lem in the first place. 


continued on page 27 



Frank Loy, head of the US delegation to the COP6, gets his just desserts. 
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Pondering the Path Ahead, with Teeate and Ume 


Here we sit, where the saguaro meets the gulf. The sun 
rises and sets without the passing of a car, another human 
or electricity lines. Only time. Vultures dot the tips of cacti. 
Shellfish thrive in the gloppy tidal flats. Coyote sneaks 
around camp at night. The moon is nearly new. Billions of 
stars illuminate the otherwise black space. The Solstice has 
just passed. This is Baja California — damn near what is was 
like when European explorers first landed their sailing ships 
on these white sandy beaches hundreds of years ago. 
Probably not far from the time when bands of Natives 
worked the coastline for subsistence. 

It's here on la playa, away from modems, deadlines 
and four-hour consensus meetings, that I get a chance 
to chew on where we're at and where we're heading. 

If you haven't heard yet, the big EF! Journal move is 
just around the corner. After we go to bed with 
this issue, we head off to the Organizer's Con- 
ference on a Florida island, scramble back home 
for the Eostar edition, catch a couple of panels 
at the annual Public Interest Environmental Law 
Conference, mail the Journal out, load up some 
U-hauls and drive off to Tucson, just in time 
to make the May Day cover date for the 
Beltane issue. The Tucson crew is actively learning all the 
skills necessary and the "institutional memory" — the ins 
and outs that have made this journalistic experiment work 
for the past 20 years. We will help with the transition, 
ensuring a smooth move and first issue. 

It is an exciting time. It is also a time of reflection. Seven 
years of the EF! Journal in Eugene — about one-third of its 
short life. What a run it has been. All those late nights. The 
col' beer that fueled the fingers at all hours until the paper 
was finished. Broken collectives and functional ones. The 
shorttermers that brought us new perspectives and friend- 
ships from all across the land. Volunteers — proofreaders, 
dishwashers, errand runners, dumpster divers, tofu dona- 
tors, authors — made this happen each issue. Why do we try 
to make ourselves go crazy for mere nickels and dimes? For 
the wild, plain and simple. For the whale, for the vole and 
for the pine. It's been well worth every penny. 

With the move comes lots of discussion of where EF! is 
headed. (Actually it seems to be a question pondered often, 
creating many heated debates.) Some believe in a wilder- 
ness only approach, more like EF!'s former years. Others 
envision strengthening the movement by diversifying into 


other struggles rooted in the same problem. Some think the 
EF! banner is washed up. Maybe it is. Maybe we have 
evolved beyond the original vision. EF! is only a name 
anyway. Let's get over it. We need to look at what is 
important — what is preserved, kept alive for its own sake. 
EF! is a philosophy in action. It will be around forever. EF! 
is the GE-crop pullers, the paper wrenchers, the classroom 
teachers, the blockaders, the night elves, the tree-top 
dwellers. EF! pushes the envelope. EF! makes wild 
land spoilers think twice. But don’t get hung up on 
names. Like the Earth, everything evolves. 

Here we sit, watching the pelicans dive-bomb 
their underwater lunch and admiring the sea lions 
thrashing and chasing bait fish up onto the beach. 
Here I sit, squirting another plump Kmon into an 
icy bottle of Teeate, wondering about the path 
ahead, the fate of the Earth, the life-giving system as 
we know it. Who the hell knows what is around the 
corner, especially not us as mere specks on this floating 
ball of land and water. We're just a blink in time. But 
while we're here, let's keep on fighting like hell to 
keep the spoilers of the commons at bay. If we 
don't, who will? Let's begin the new year with 
hard-hitting action. Whatever we call ourselves, let's keep 
the fire alive. The Tucson folks will need some exciting 
news to report on. 

— -Josh Laughlin 


A Few Notes From Imioi si 

•Hey y'all. We're looking for some groovy cover art to 
add to our collection. We know you are out there. All you 
sketchers, crayonists, chalk freaks, watercolor types, oil 
painters, photographers or whatever you are, come out 
and share your talent. If you combine the arts and EF! 
philosophy, you're for us. Keep in mind the cover propor- 
tions and the masthead placement. Just think, you may 
become famous. 

•If any contacts out there have any leftover EF.'Js from 
last issue (Yule), please bring them to the Organizer's 
Conference or send them back. Somehow we ran out. 

•You may have noticed that our cover price has gone up 
to $4.00 (the first cost increase in over seven years). Subscrip- 
tion rates will soon go up. Now is the time to subscribe. 






5^auna Qabala 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Some coral reef! fish pack a dress in their testes. 
Anemonefish of the genus Amphiprion, who inhabit the 
tropical and subtropical IndoPacific, live out their lives 
protected by the swaying tentacles of sea anemones. It's 
thought that the anemones don't harpoon them to death 
because the fish have somehow smeared themselves with 
their hosts' mucus so that they are recognized as just 
another appendage. Though their world is sheltered from 
the outside, inside it's a den of aggression. A large female 
and smaller male form a monogamous unit, the female 
being older and dominant. Also present are up to eight 
unrelated subadults and juveniles who are constantly 
attacked jby the breeding pair. They are in such a high- 
stress stafte from these attacks that their sexual organs 
remain tiny. The adult male is aggressive to other males 
because he doesn't want them to sneak a spawn. The 


by Faith Walker 

female is aggressive to her mate and the other males in 
order to prevent them from becoming females. All males 
have this ability to change sex thanks to immature eggs 
hiding in their testes. If the female dies, her mate be- 
comes female and the largest of the males becomes the 
new female's mate. It only takes a month for the male to 
lay an egg. 

This pattern of sex change is unusual among fish. It 
likely evolved because the patchy and unpredictable dis- 
tribution of the host anemone made it necessary to be 
monogamous and easier to change sex than to risk preda- 
tion while searching for an anemone occupied by an 
unpaired member of the opposite sex. Most sex-changing 
fish follow the pattern of the polygynous bluehead wrasse, 
in which there is intense competition for access to fe- 
males. Males get more matings, as many as 100 per day, as 
they get larger and more able to defend a territory. Because 
males have the potential of far greater reproductive suc- 
cess than females, the largest females turn into males 
when there are few large males and many small females 
around. The switch is rapid. Upon the death of a dominat- 
ing male, a large female immediately begins courting 
smaller females, and in just over a week she sports superb 
sperm. Thus, though these two species differ in male-to- 
femaleness and female-to-maleness, their brand of sex 
change reflects their social system, not ambisexual chaos. 
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Reassessing “No Compromise” in the Movement 


by Bonnie and Clyde 

Wow, what a year we've left behind! From Seattle 
right on through to the mobilization against the 
Trans-Atlantic Business Dialogue (TABD) meeting 
in Cincinnati in mid-November and even the mo- 
bilization during the presidential inauguration, a 
spark of inspiration has rekindled a flame that 
many of us in radical eco-movements had felt was 
becoming dim. It's true that once the State and its 
media figures out your tactics, the harder it is to 
repeat them over and over and still feel like you're 
saying something real. Last year saw logging road 
tactics in urban centers, as well as new, militant 
forms of resistance. The revival of the European- 
modeled black block has continued throughout 


from a degenerate street post and other ruins — 
including a human skeleton, ’ monkeywrench in 
hand — being overgrown by prairie grass and tree 
roots. These pieces of art suggest more than treesits, 
banner hangs and the usual reformist demands 
many Earth First! campaigns make. They also de- 
pict a deeper change than is often demanded in the 
streets, such as more public input in the World 
Bank or WTO. It's obvious that the visions of many 
associated with the EF! movement are not reflected 
in the majority of EF! campaigns. This is partly due 
to a wide spectrum of radicalism among us, but 
when we are singing around the campfire or shootin' 
the shit, it's apparent that most of us truly believe 
in the vision of a bioregional, eco-anarchist future. 
So why are so many of us involved in campaigns 


every single mass protest, and in the streets of that reflect something different? How 



do we expect modern society to 
move toward that vision if we 
are only speaking about it 
k among ourselves? 

To illustrate, study the 
typical demands campaigns 
have made in past issues 


Washington DC- and • Philadelphia, intricate 
lockdowns and blockades helped disrupt business 
as usual. Although it was the Ruckus Society that 
brought these tactics to multi-issue, street actions, 
they originated and developed in Earth First! cam- 
paigns. EFiers have been heavily involved in these 
mobilizations, from the most militant black block 
actions, to the most passive civil disobedience, 
and in the kitchens, clinics and communi- 
cations teams as well. No, mass protests 
are not revolutionary in themselves; and 
ves, there are serious limitations to mass 
mobilizations that are primarily orga- 
nized by privileged activists, and that 
rjsk life and limb at the hands of a 
militarized . police state. Though, few s .. 
exclusive EF! direct action campaigns 
appeared on the scene last year, the. 
stamina of our movement has been put 
to the test in a new, more fundamental 


Ay ay. The integration, of 'diverse issues into a to- of the journal. One finds abundant requests for 
cused uprising against these insti tutions, has shown ..- readers to write letters to. Congress to demand new 
that we are all taking steps towarcf confronting the or reformed laws, demands to corporations to. be, 


disease itself, not .just the, particular syntpt'Oihs.- ; T 
Despite the strong showing , of anti-corporate 
'activism in the streets last' year," now is the time to' 
evSluate the depth of our theory and. to. take more 
serious steps toward a revolutionary practice. Read-, 
ing through sbihe' recent editorials in the Journal, 
we found an interesting and recurring theme. In. 


"nrofe eco-frieftdly, and th'rafsewvages land, ipwei 

quantities of pollution and destruction. -Even amid 
our successes, it still seems that with every species 
that makes its way onto the ill-administere t d / .gov- 
ernment-sponsored endangered species’ list, ..many 
more species perish.. Each time we save a stand of,, 
trees, many more acres of rainforest are cut dovyh., 


officer to enforce the fascist laws in a kinder, 
gentler fashion. The result is still the same: govern- 
ment/corporate hierarchical control over all life. 
Single-issue, liberal "activism" is reaching an apex 
where nearly every campaign comes complete with 
bylaws and moral/ethical behavior codes for all 
members to abide by. And the institutions that feel 
targeted are hard at work polishing their images 
and co-opting criticism. Even nonviolent direct 
action is becoming a sort of "loyal opposition" to 
the State. If this position isn't a compromise, we 
don’t know what is! 

Nightcrawler's call for self-defense (see £F7/May- 
June 2000) could not be more timely and pertinent 
than now, at a turning point in human history. 
More and more people are coming to the conclu- 
sion that civilization cannot be reformed. Life has 
become, for many, on par with an all encompass- 
ing concentration camp like the humans-as-batter- 
ies. system suggested in the sci-fi movie, The Matrix. 
An environmental crisis does not loom in the 
distant future. It is happening now, in correlation 
with people rising up worldwide to fight against 
the future wasteland Earth is becoming. We can no 
longer beg for mercy at the hands of our oppressors. 
As the situationists of France wrote in 1968: "We 
will ask for nothing. We will demand nothing. We 
will take, occupy." The revolution is not one event — 
it is continuously happening, and the lines have 
been drawn for millennia now. Will we carry on the 
torch of resistance to the entire system, or will we 
join the ranks of compromised has-been groups 
recycling slogans and tactics? 

If we are serious about ending capitalism and 
the industrialization of the planet and all its ani- 
mals., minerals and plants, each of us must no 
longer make compromises in our campaigns. Per- 
haps some’ of us need to read more theory to 
understand how reformist campaigns can actually 
prevent, the kind of questioning that much of our 
society needs! Perhaps some of us need to get more 
serious about creating alternative forms of exist- 
ence that are outside the market economy, and 
can inspire people to take back their lives from the 
m achinery of ca pi t a 1 i s m . 

As was shown at the World Bank protests in DC 
and at the TABD in Cincinnati, an organized black 


YuleT 999; "Seattle was just an appetizenfor what is 
around the corner." In Beltane 2000, "Too often 1 
see that we are limiting ourselves by fighting this • 
timber sale or, that destructive practice-, instead, 1 
think we should look d&eper and focus on the root ' 
causes of our dire’ situation... We are part of this 
living, planet arid thus our fight is one of self- 
defense.'’. ■ , . ; ’ 

A-.glance at the cover - art on the past "year of 
journals reveals a similar. theme, as well. On the 
Samhain coyer,- a- group of, fetal Trumans t.epids a 
garden as dinosaurs run by.; in the backdrop, there 
is a ruined and. gaseous city-skyline. On- EostarJ’a 
woman communes in The woods with- wild ani- 


; No .amount of laws that serve to protect the -Earth 
have changed the reality that the climate i$ chang- 
- ing, - corporations are patenting DNA. sequences 
and selling them back to us as novel Commodities, 
’ animal torture continues and everything wild lies 
on the verge of extinction. More people drive large, 
gas'-hogging vehicles than ever before. The discon- 
nect between people and the wild Earth has be- 
come, a vast chasm. 

We are now "around the corner!" Too many 
: articles that are submitted and subsequently pub- 
lished in the journal make demands of govern- 
ments and corporations to promise everyone a 
•'better future for the planet. Too many -EF! actions, 


.block is still possible! and can be quite effective in 
adding to the mayhem and disruption during a 
trade meeting — but only if enough of us partici- 
pate. Instead. of always plotting out' th’e usual cho- 
reographed iockdown, maybe consider assembling 
an affinity. group for the black block, or training for 
‘.a form of. aggressive civil ’disobedience developed 
by. the Italian movement, Ya’Basta!, which is ex- 
pected to frit these shores in the next six months. 
Better yet, consider committing yourself to under- 
ground direct action to hit the exploiters where it 
counts the most. When the Summit of the Ameri- * 
cas commences in Quebec City next April, we will 
have the opportunity to join with, thousands of 


mals, just behind-' h^r people'revel in a cave,- cel-- 
ebratirig the burning’skysctapers in the background. 
A man sits on a brick Wall with his fist raised as -he 
comprehends the fall of Babylon. InLitha, asilhou-' 
ette of a person with a walking Stick strolls away 


such' as that against the two-party system at a 
recent Presidential debate in North' Carolina, glo- 
rify the founding fathers of "real" democracy, beg- 
ging for the appearance of more openness in elec- 
toral politics. It is the equivalent of begging a police 


anti-capitalist militants and demonstrate that we 

aren't asking for anything, we're taking back the 
future, for the sake of cultural autonomy and for 
the return of all things wild to their proper stand- 
ing on the planet. ■ 


letters to the I rlitors 

Dear Earth First! Journal, sarily believe some of the things 

You may want to know about he had advocated for in the past, Dear Shitheads for Brainstorms, 
something Dave Foreman told me but that that was OK because it Work for the Wyoming New 
and a few other peoplea few years was all part of a calculated strat- Millennium Rendezvous has be- 
back. He was reminiscing about ■ egy. Indeed, he said that EF! itself gun in earnest, and I want to 
the early days of Earth First! It was Was only a strategic move and throw out a suggestion: Let's have 
surprising; He told us that EF! was was never meant to be a real move- a bioregional homebrew contest! 
never meant to betaken seriously, ment, but more of . a front, or Beer, ale, wine — U get the idea, 
that it was all a hyperbolic show rather a side, for the mainstream. Start work now on your favorite 
designed to make the mainstream Feel free to use this information , potions, and let's see what all the 
groups like the Wilderness Soci- as you see fit. bio-regions have to offer us next 

ety and Sierra Club look moder- Signed,' summer. In fact — with the ex- 

ate. He said that he didn't neces- . — ’ The Chiricahua Kid ception of any donations solic- 


ited from local microbreweries of mountains to accomplish this, 
and such— I suggest we (individu- I'm not anti-development, but 
ally and collectively) purchase as leveling a couple of mountains 
little as possible in the way of that have been there for tens of 
libations. Let's see what our own millions of years to make way for 
talents can do for us. From the yet another golf course? This will 
Inn at Bree. wreck the mountain view for the 

—Strider Longshanks rest of the citizens of Rancho 
Teewinot Earth First! Mirage to accommodate the build- 

ing of homes for rich folk that 
Dear SFB, will only live in them a couple of 

You might be interested to learn months a year, 

that Texas billionaire Charles -Dawn-Marie Leitch 

Hurwitz is behind the planned 
development of a golf course/ 
hofel/million dollar' homes 
project in Rancho Mirage, Cali- 
fornia. He plans to level a couple continued 'on page 28 
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Running Feet and Roaring Chainsaws in the Mattole 


by Doctor Zaus 

Right now I'm sitting on a platform suspended 50 
feet up with a noosejiround my neck in defense of the 
last of Northeil^alifomia's coastal old-growth Dou- 
glas fir. This newly assumed position, part of a complex 
and unprecedented road blockade, allows me to piece 
together the crazed chapters of the Mattole struggle 
which have unfolded of late. 

In the pre-blockade days we were camped on beau- 
tiful Long Ridge, a sacrifice zone from the Headwaters 
Deal where many of the "harvest areas" are located. 
This area was also the last stronghold of the Mattole 
Indians. They fought bravely here until their eventual 
slaughter by whites in the name of progress. 

The sun was rising and the sky 
was red over the Pacific on No- 
vember 10 when Pacific Lum- 
ber (PL)-contracted Columbia 
Helicopter falling crews arrived 
for the trees. Upon our initial 
contact, the Humboldt County 
Sheriffs Department was called. 

Comfortable in their role as PL's 
private security force, they ar- 
rived an hour later, in force. 

Soon, down in "Unit 2": "Your 
under arrest!," a foolish rookie 
cried. "Now sit down!" This was 
too much for our crew who broke 
out with howls of laughter. I was 
glad he was able to provide comic 
relief to the increasingly serious 
situation developing. There were 
already eight sheriff suburbans 
and two paddy wagons in the 
area, not to mention the Columbia crew. They were 
all closing in at that moment. The fact that our crew 
was only three was another sketchy factor, but backup 
was on the way. We cited OSHA regulation title 8 
section 6280 (a): "Fallers shall give timely audible 
warning to buckers and other persons in the area of 
tree to be felled, indicating direction of fall, and 
taking notice that such persons not only hear the cry, 
and are out of reach of the tree, but also clear of logs, 
falling trees, snags, or other trees which may be struck 
by the falling tree. Fallers shall stop motors while 
giving this warning." It remained to be seen if they 
would comply with these guidelines. We soon found 
that they would not. 

So we set about to wear out the sheriffs. They 
didn't look too healthy, and we figured we could 
wear them out early. There were only eight of them 
and two fallers. When the saws started we charged 
up the hill, past the police and straight to the tree. 
There we confronted the Columbia fallers face to 
face. For a moment we were free of cops. The falling 
team was clearly agitated and disturbed. They at- 
tempted to carry out their work, but we made it 
impossible. The blades stopped. 

Then the sheriffs caught up again, this time wield- 
ing large pepper spray canisters. They were spraying 
15-foot streams like madmen. It wasn't long before 
both my companions had been sprayed squarely in 
the face. The police thought the defenders would fall 
apart or something, but they were undaunted by the 
stuff. Like roaches who are used to Black Flag, no 
simple spray can stop us! Humboldt County Sheriffs 
publicly denied the use of pepper spray in the woods, 
although it is detailed in the police report. 

Next, we were surrounded. A spineless cop lunged 
from behind and tackled me like a football star. I tried 
to dive downhill, and we both went tumbling head 
over heels in a reckless out of control struggle until 
finally he released his grip on me and got control of 
his footing. I kept falling and landed safely out of 
reach. One cop was yelling, "I saw him hit you, I saw 
him punch you right in the face." Typical protocol. 
Protect each other and serve the dollar. Moments 
later our re-enforcements busted onto the scene, 
totally overwhelming the sheriffs and the fallers, 
forcing them to leave. We were glad as hell to see our 
friends. Victory was ours that day. Only one ancient 
tree was laid down. Its loss is heavily felt. 

It had been almost three weeks since the first tree was 
felled on Long Ridge. We spent the time constructing 
huge barricades of stone and bone. Early on the 
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morning of November 27, a giant grader smashed 
through them. It was followed by fat old Carl Ander- 
son, head of PL security, an individual with an ex- 
tremely stiff upper lip. Following Carl was twice as 
many sheriffs and twice the Columbia crew as last 
time. We quickly made for the units and stood in 
solidarity with the giant trees. 

Soon a massive barrage of cops and fallers on 
ATVs was roaring into the forest. As we engaged 
them in dialogue, urging them to have some com- 
mon sense and go home before someone got hurt, 
we were mobbed by rookie sheriffs. They had not 
yet earned the privilege of riding ATVs. They had to 
suffer the unthinkable task of actually walking, 
which they seemed to regret. 



trees as fast as they could. Columbia (and PL) were in 
total non-compliance with California OSHA and forest 
practice regulations. The carelessness with which they 
were operating was sending trees crashing in all direc- 
tions. Often treis would land so haphazardly they 
would splinter off and explode, sending huge wooden 
shrapnel all over. The fallers paid no attention to our 
presence. Harsh reality set in as a ridiculously large 
force closed in, popping out from behind trees. They 
were dressed in black and sported nunchaku (for pain 
compliance) in addition to their usual tools of the 
trade — guns and spray cans. These fiends were hell- 
bent on catching us and were acting violently. They 
tried to mob us repeatedly and individually with as 
many as seven cops lunging for one person. We were 
totally out numbered. Our video camera was lost. Trees 
were felled left and right. 

At this point the situation reached critical. The three 
groups of humans involved — the cops, the fallers and 
us — were totally out of our skulls in an insane situation 
that was quickly getting worse. Anyone present that day 
could have been easily killed. The full story of events that 
transpired cannot be safely discussed at this time. 

When the day was over 36 ancient beings were dead 
.j, (now 44, total), and a large scar was visible in the forest. 
1 We grieved for our fellow animals who had lived there. 
| Three women and two men had been hauled the 14 
| miles to jail. We wondered how effective our smaller 
| bruised and bloodied crew would be the next day. We 
| were still in the fight. 
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The "Blue Dragon , 


Forest defenders play a game of cat and mouse with nearby loggers. 

We continued to follow the thug- 
gish crew. It was bigger than ever and 
included special Columbia security, 
sheriffs galore and a few rather obvi- 
ous undercovers dressed as fallers. 

(What gave them away was they had 
cop suits last time.) During the ensu-; 
ing struggle I found myself high in a 
tree directly in the fall zone of a tree, 
being cut. Cops and Columbia secu- 1 
rity were unwilling to inform the 
fallers of my presence, and they sawed 
away, noticing me at the last minute 
and shutting down the saw. 

Meanwhile, the other Mattole crew 
was trying to stop the other falling team. They hugged 
giant trees while chainsaw blades cut inches away 
from their bodies. Soon they secured strategic tree top 
positions and were able to shut down the crew. On this 
day eight ancient trees died, and the cops were again 
unsuccessful in apprehending us. 

The next morning was cold and foggy as we prepared 
oats at "road camp. " We had hardly said good morning 
when the massive grader arrived again. Soon our oats 
were part of the road, and 30 or more vehicles were 
driving over them. We were definitely concerned 
about the massive force assembled against us, but our 
crew feared not and was committed to defending this 
sacred land. We clashed with cops way down low on 
the ridge. They had a police line across a field, blocking 
us from the cutting area. Our crew decided to charge. 
One defender ran decoy, heroically sacrificing himself. 
He occupied enough cops so that everyone got through, 
and into the trees, but just barely. One Mattolian had 
a crazy rookie on his tail who lunged and cracked him 
in the face. Bleeding heavily, he made it up a Doug fir 
in the fall zone. Out of the frying pan and into the fire. 
The tree he was in the path of had already been back- 
cut and wedged part way. It could have fallen at any 
moment. We quickly surrounded the area and rose up 
into the trees, causing the area to shut down com- 
pletely. Cutting was stopped there. But we heard 
chainsaws in the other unit and had to split up. 

Quietly four of us slid out of our trees and stealthed 
out of the cop-infested fall zone. We eluded them and 
ran long and hard back to the top of the ridge. All the 
way the sickening crash of falling trees fueled us up the 
hill. The plan was for two of us to create a distraction 
and two of us to take strategic positions. This was easier 
said than done as trees were falling everywhere! Co- 
lumbia fallers literally ran around frantically dropping 



with a little help from some friends, blockades a logging road. 

For a few days the ridge was quiet. In that time, 
friends on the outside were scheming. That's when 
the "Blue Dragon" rolled into effect, and our present 
day auto blockade was created. We now control 
multiple ridges and logging has been halted for 
over a month now. These hills that once lent 
themselves to the strategic defense of the Mattole 
Indians, now lend us their strength. We will not be 
stopped. Our struggle has just begun, and these 
ancient groves are still in great danger. Please 
come to the Mattole and stand in its defense. 

For more information, contact Mattole Forest 
Defenders, POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 441- 
3828; www.mattoledefense.org. 

N 

A Not-So-Standard Disclaimer 
from the Mattole Forest Defenders 

The free state and the Mattole Forest De- 
fenders that are maintaining it are not the 
Northcoast Earth First! of the past. Some of the 
same people are involved, and some of the 
same problems exist, but there are real changes 
taking place in the internal structure of the 
group. And there are new tactics being em- 
ployed. This is not the same old group of 
dogmaticians trying to run the show. There is 
fresh young blood in the forest and it is excit- 
ing. Please come out and help us. If you can't 
come send us outdoor gear or food. If you 
can't do that then start a free state wherever 
you are. Let's take it all back right now! In the 
spirit of resistance, love and community. 

— Mattole Forest Defenders 
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Fur Flies When the FBI Visits 


by Sabrina Forsey 

"Special interest or single issue ex- 
tremists advocate violence and/or crimi- 
nal activity with the goal of effecting 
change in policy vis-a-vis one specific 
aspect of society. The most recognizable 
single issue terrorists at the present time 
are those involved in the violent animal 
rights , anti-abortion and environmen- 
tal protection movements. Each of these 
issues evoke strong emotions within so- 
ciety at large, and violent aberrants 
continue to tarnish the legitimate pub- 
lic debate on each issue. 

"Animal rights extremists continue to 
pose significant challenges for law en- 
forcement as well. Various arsons and 
other incidents of property destruction 
have been claimed by 
the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) and the 
Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF). For example, on 
October 19, 1998, the 
Vail Ski Resort suffered 
a series of arson attacks 
that damaged or de- 
stroyed eight separate 
structures and resulted 
in approximately $12 
million in property 
damage. In a 
communique issued to 
various news agencies 
in Colorado, ELF 
claimed responsibility 
for the arsons in retali- 
ation for the resort's 
plans to expand its ski 
areas. The group 
claimed that the proposed expansion 
would destroy the last remaining habi- 
tat in Colorado for the lynx." 

— " The Threat to the United States 
Posed by Terrorists Both Abroad and at 

Home," FBI Director Louis J. Freeh 


the best of people facing 
imprisonment for the mink 
(see EF!f December-January 
2001) friends are hoping 
to see Jeremy back on the 
frontlines and among those 
who care about him. 

In a separate incident, on 
December 4, Eric Ward was 
arrested on charges of disor- 
derly conduct and criminal 
trespass, both third degree 
felonies and under new legislation — 
hate crimes. These charges stem from 
Eric's participation in a lockdown at 
L'Ours Blanc Furs and a vigil at the 
home of the store's owners. 

Also last November, a group dem- 
onstrated at the home of Mahjouba 




On November 24, animal 
liberationist Jeremy Parkin was ar- 
rested at his home in Riverton, Utah. 
In a surprising show of force, 1 4 agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and local law enforcement officials 
sealed off his residence to apprehend 
him, charging Jeremy with five felony 
counts relating to an unclaimed ac- 
tion at a fur farm in the area. 

Jeremy has been charged with three 
counts of second degree felony theft 
for the liberation of approximately 30 
mink, second degree felony criminal 
mischief for damaging fur farm prop- 
erty and third degree felony burglary. 

These charges are related to an ac- 
tion at the Beckstead Mink Farm in 
November 1 999, where protesters dem- 
onstrated at the gates of an animal 
concentration camp. As some activists 
held banners and chanted at passing 
motorists, others took initiative and 
freed some of the animal hostages and 
destroyed valuable breeding cards, 
costing the farm over $5,000. 

Jeremy was immediately denied his 
request for vegan meals inside jail 
and began a hunger strike that lasted 
14 days. His bail, set at an extraordi- 
nary $ 100,000, could not afford to be 
paid until a bail reduction hearing. 

Now that Jeremy has been released 
from jail, under the advice of his 
lawyer, he has disassociated himself 
from the animal rights community 
as he prepares to face trial. After 
witnessing what can happen to even 


Beckstead Mink Farm, shown here with a shit-covered floor, was the site of a 1999 protest. 

and Charles Jeppson. The Jeppsons 
own the last fur store in downtown 
Salt Lake, and are known to verbally 
assault and stalk protesters with death 
threats and chilling drive-bys at a 
well-known activist crash pad. 

Eric Ward's warrant relating to the 
vigil stated that "approximately 15 
people, most wearing ski masks, gath- 
ered in the street, blocking traffic, and lit 
a fire [of fur coats] in the roadway... 

'Wanted for Murder' posters were 
handed out to the Jeppson's neighbors. " 

The bogus hate crime charges on 
Eric's warrant may be a police tactic 
to encourage media slander, conjur- 
ing visions of cross-burnings and 
lynchings, the very sort of violence 
that Eric is vehemently opposed to. 

Although they were dropped at his 
initial appearance, the original two 
felonies remain. 

During the confusion of Jeremy 
and Eric's arrest, the Utah Animal 
Rights Coalition (UARC) released in- 
formation that group member Rich- 
ard Stone was an FBI agent sent to 
disrupt the local animal rights move- 
ment and gather information for the 


conviction of promi- 
nent activists. 

UARC's proof was 
that "he was seen 
working on a com- 
puter terminal in a 
computer room at the 
FBI office. This room 
is behind a double- 
door, locked, entrance 
way into the FBI office 
area. Only an FBI em- 
ployee or accomplice 
would have access to 
this area. The witness- 
ing was attested to by 



Jeremy Parkin at a recent demo 


a long standing member of UARC, 
who has been with us since the be- 
ginning, and is implicitly trusted by 
the board of directors. This witness 
was being brought to an interview by 
the Olympic Joint Terrorism Task 
Force at the time." 

While initially this ap- 
pears to be a simple case 
of exposing an infiltra- 
tor, the plot thickens as 
more facts are unearthed 
about the person who 
was in the federal build- 
ing to allegedly see Ri- 
chard Stone. Although 
UARC insists that the 
person is to be "implic- 
itly trusted, " I have been 
pressing this issue in an 
attempt to get to the real 
truth, as I can't help 
wonder who would be 
in the FBI building. 
When I asked who it was 
that went willingly with 
the FBI, I was told that it 
was "irrelevant." 

We now know that the 
person visiting the FBI was John 
Ouimette, an activist who has been 
involved for several years. And this 
careless behavior is not new, perhaps 
it is evidence of a developing pat- 
tern. Last winter, the ALF redeco- 
rated two local businesses, Millie's 
Burgers and Diamond Lil's 
Steakhouse. When police askedjohn 
to come with them to answer a few 
questions, he went willingly, al- 
though he denies telling them any- 
thing. Regardless of his reasons, we 
cannot tolerate such irresponsible ac- 
tions by those upon whom the lives 
of animals are supposedly riding. 

In December, I sent a letter to John 
and other concerned parties asking 
for answers, but so far he and the rest 
of UARC have ignored my attempts 
to discuss this. It may be a while 
before we see any explanations. 

According to a congressional state- 
ment, "Annual funding for the FBI's 
Counterterrorism program has grown 
from $78.5 million in 1993 to $301.2 
million in 1999. The number of agents 
funded for counterterrorism investiga- 
tions has grown from 550 in 1993 to 
1,383 in 1999." Asthedate 
for the 2002 Winter Olym- 
pic in Salt Lake approaches, 
we will most likely see 
more attempts to disband 
local activist groups that 
| might "make a fuss" dur- 
s ing a time when the whole 
§ world is watching. 

5 We can get through this 
as long as we sort out all the 
I bad apples and stay strong. 
£ Although there are no con- 
| elusions, at least we have a 
solid starting point — 
question everything. 
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Hardcore Fluff Closes 
Factory Farm 

On November 1 7, •‘English genetic 
activists shut down Exeters BOCM 
Pauls animal feed mill. Two women 
latched on to lorries at the main gate 
with D-locks round their necks and 
ceased vehicle movement. Meanwhile, 
five others got in the back unnoticed. 
Two locked on to a stationary lorry in 
a loading bay while three others got 
onto the roof forcing the manager to 
close the mill for the rest of the work- 
ing day. Banners were hung from the 
front of the building, stating, "Take 
GM Out of Animal Feed!" while work- 
ers, passers-by and police were leafleted 
and talked to. 

After an hour and a half the step was 
unbolted from the lorry that one of 
the women was locked to and vehicle 
access resumed. Confrontation from a 
couple of workers was fluffed out, and 
fortunately one driver was dissuaded 
from driving forward with a person 
still D-locked to the chassis. The people 
on the roof stayed for most of the day 
reading and chilling out. The police 
refused to remove them, and everyone 
had a happy day out. 

A police helicopter turned up at 
about 3:30 searching for the protesters 
on the roof who had disappeared from 
sight. No one was nicked. 

Viequenses Stop Navy 
Construction Project 

On December 21 around 9:00 a.m. 
several members of the Peace and 
Justice Camp in Vieques stopped a 
US Navy construction project on 
civilian land adjacent to the Camp 
Garcia military fence. Carlos Cruz, 
Hilda Medina and Robert Rabin 
placed themselves in front of the 
enormous Navy tractors and other 
heavy equipment to block an ille- 
gal movement of land from the 
property of the Puerto Rican people. 

Over the past several weeks mili- 
tary personnel have been building 
a camp with permanent structures 
and several large trailer homes about 
half a mile south of the main en- 
trance to the Navy base, Camp 
Garcia. The Viequenses believe the 
Navy plans to make a new entrance 
to the base to avoid the constant 
protests and vigilance at the Peace 
and Justice Camp. 

Riot police sent to the area at- 
tempted to intimidate the Viequenses 
and allow the Navy to continue its 
project. However, the protesters in- 
sisted the Navy produce necessary 
governmental agency permits and 
did not allow the Navy construc- 
tion to continue since there were 
no permits. 

With the arrival of more people 
from the community and con- 
fronted with the lack of permits, 
the military was forced to take its 
equipment and personnel back onto 
the Navy's side of the fence. 

While Navy personnel looked for 
permits, activists set up a new camp 
named Camp Luisa Guadalupe in 
honor of the 83-year-old Viequense 
woman and well known anti-Navy 
activist who died last week. A 24-hour 
vigil was organized to keep an eye out 
and inform the community if the 
Navy attempted to resume the work. 

In solidarity with the Viequense 
struggle members of Amig@s Del 
Mar and Amig@s De Vieques on 
November 5 entered the Statue of 
Liberty in New York City. They pro- 
ceeded to climb to the top and un- 
furled the Vieques flag and a sign 
reading, "Peace for Vieques,” across 
the face of the statue. 
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recently signed Roadless Policy indicates 647 mmbf 
of logs over the next four years, plus all the roads 
that would go with these sales. 

The Forest Service needs to provide interim protec- 
tion for roadless areas down to 1,000 acres in size, 
pending local forest plan revision. However, it has 
instead chosen not to address uninventoried roadless 
areas at all, but to incorporate those requirements 
into the regular forest planning process through final 
regulations that were promulgated on November 9. 
The agency's 5,000-acre minimum has no basis in 
science, and in fact, there is strong consensus among 
land managers and within the independent scien- 
tific community that even small roadless areas serve 
as refugia for many species of fish and wildlife. 
Furthermore, they can act as biological corridors 
between larger pieces of undisturbed habitat. 

The new policy still fails to address motorized recre- 
ation in roadless areas. Existing or future trails, includ- 
ing motorized routes, will still be allowed in invento- 
| ried roadless areas, and trail widths are not limited to 
-? 50 inches. So not only does it allow motorized use to 
| continue in roadless areas, but new motorized routes 
£ can also be authorized and built into roadless areas 
under the new policy. The Forest Service puts off any 
real decision making about motorized recreation, 
Roadless lands near Waldo Lake from Mt. Fuji, Oregon Cascades leaving it to individual forest supervisors to determine 

It was almost exactly three years ago that the Forest lowed under the exceptions. To put it bluntly, 25 how to deal with off-road vehicles. 

Service first mentioned a national policy for transpor- percent of planned road construction and recon- It's certainly interesting that the agency explains 
tation. That policy, and the comment period sur- struction will still occur in roadless areas. This is a that roads cause extreme ecological consequences, 
rounding it, brought some interesting things to light. 75 percent reduction in road construction in in- decides to prohibit new road construction in 
Turns out the American people want roadless areas ventoried roadless areas; this is not an immediate roadless areas, and then simultaneously changes 
protected. So the Forest Service decided to begin a stop to road construction and reconstruction. If the definition of a road so that "motorized trails" 
separate but concurrent roadless area protection ini- you carry this out over 40 years, as the roadless FEIS and "roads" can look and function exactly the 
tiative in addition to their long-term roads policy. does, the significance of the policy is lessened, same way, but one is prohibited and the other is 
Almost two-million people submitted comments Within the next 40 years, the Forest Service will allowed in roadless areas. It went so far as to change 
on the Forest Service Roadless Area Conservation construct approximately 2,320 miles of newroads — its road definition so that the only way you can 
Plan (Roadless Policy) — 95 percent of them in sup- with the Roadless Policy in place. If it were not now tell the difference between a road and a motor- 
port of full protection of roadless areas on national implemented the Forest Service would build 6,400 ized trail is by looking at the travel plan and seeing 
forest lands. The public indicated that the DEIS did miles of new road. how it's designated on the map. The Forest Service 

not go far enough. They wanted immediate protec- Gone from the FEIS is the term "stewardship seems to have every intent of increasing motorized 
tion of all remaining unroaded areas, including logging," which favors restoration cutting of gen- and industrial recreation both within and outside 
those in Alaska's Tongass National Forest, from all erally small diameter trees which maintains or. roadless areas. Increased regulation of ORVs on 
resource extraction, including road construction, improves roadless characteristics, improves threat- other federal lands will lead to an increase in 
logging, mining, grazing and off-road vehicle use. ened, endangered, proposed or sensitive species demand on Forest Service land. 

How well did the Forest Service listen to the habitat, and maintains or restores ecosystem com- Irr summary, the Roadless Policy will prohibit 
owners of the national forests? How much protec- position and structure, such as reducing the risk of approximately 75 percent of currently planned 
tion will the Roadless Policy really provide? Can we uncharacteristic wildfire effects. While the Forest road construction/reconstruction, but over the 
really sit back now and say roadless areas are pro- Service's language is now a bit more specific, it's course of 40 years, this gets diluted to a 64 percent 
tected and no longer need our vigilance? still unclear how this may or may not differ from reduction in road construction. A reduction, but 

The answer to these questions is found in the stewardship logging. There is no definition of, or not a ban. In terms of logging, the Forest Service 
exceptions. These include such actions as building a criteria listed for, restoration harvest (except the has more clearly spelled out the parameters of 
road to protect public health and safety in cases of "generally small diameter" term), so salvage log- restoration logging in roadless areas, but we'll have 
catastrophic events or building a road pursuant to ging and the cutting of large diameter trees could to wait and see how different this will be from 
reserved or outstanding rights, or as provided by still proceed under the guise of restoration. "stewardship logging." The Roadless Policy is go- 

statute or treaty. The final policy includes the same Surprisingly, the Forest Service listened to its own ing to apply to the Tongass immediately, but tim- 
four exceptions as were found in the FEIS, along scientists and the public and included the Tongass ber sales that are already in a DEIS stage will go 
with additional exceptions for road safety improve- National Forest immediately. This was an about-face through. As currently written, it does not protect 
ments and federal aid highway projects. from their FEIS, which stated that the Tongass would smaller unroaded areas, nor does it prohibit motor- 

Under the nascent Roadless Policy, the Forest be exempt until 2004. The one exception is for those ized recreation. Our hard work has improved 
Service expects the cancellation of 867 miles of timber sales that are already in the process of a DEIS roadless protection and given us a few more tools to 
projected road construction and reconstruction, as of January 5, 2001. Oddly, we can't seem to get an work with, but there is still a lot of work to be done, 
including temporary roads planned in inventoried exact number for these sales. The FEIS states 77- For more information, contact Wildlands CPR, 
roadless areas for the next four years. However, million-board feet (mmbf) of logs per year for the POB 7516, Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 543-9551; 
during this same time, approximately 293 miles of next four years; the long-term road policy states 102 WildlandsCPR@wildlandscpr.org; 
road construction or reconstruction would be al- mmbf over the next three-five years, while the www.wildlandscpr.org. 



Wolves and Poodles 


A hallucinating, chemistry-majoring wolf to two Bay Area men who figured 
out a productive way to deal with a defunct Atlas missile silo in rural Kansas. The 
two were arrested for allegedly running a massive LSD lab inside the decom- 
missioned nuclear facility. Authorities predict that "the operation could 
^\\\ have been supplying a third of the LSD in the US and maybe the 

world." It is projected that local and national economies 
as well as mentalities will suffer drastically. 

2 An unt i r i n §' doggy-loving wolf to the activist 

groups that fought and achieved an end to the 
annual Colorado black-tailed prairie dog hunt. Each 
year up to 250,000 of these critters were mercilessly 
killed as vermin in the state-sanctioned hunt. 

A vengeful, ceremonial wolf to a tethered 
' ^ Map sheep who butted his master off the rooftop 
f l^jjp Jmfr where it was being raised for sacrificial slaughter, 
rwnffc. The sheep was being fattened for the festival of Eidal- 

Adha, t j ie Muslim feast of sacrifice. The Egyptian man 


An apathetic, gas-guzzling poodle to 98 percent of the American public who, 
according to a recent study released by the American Public Transportation 
Association, support the use of mass transit by others. 

A glow-in-the-dark, Chia-Frankenpoodle to the GE scientists currently work- 
ing on designer lawns. The DNA tinkerers are planning to develop grass that will 
light up at night. According to UK-based The Times, "The grass, containing a gene 
possibly extracted from luminous marine animals, will emit a gentle glow, 
becoming brighter when stepped on. It could provide the perfect setting for 
barbecues on summer nights." What next, glowing burgers? 

A soggy, waterlogged poodle to Santa Cruz-based Big Creek Redwood Lumber 
Company for bringing us the AquaLog™. It is a concrete "log' r disguised to look like 
a real piece of wood. According to the company, it will create fish habitat. It comes 
in four wood flavors: redwood, Monterey pine, Douglas fir and basic (don't ask). 
Apparently, the fake logs will allow the harvesting of creek wood for profit. 

A two-faced, greenwashed poodle to the National Wildlife Federation for its 
partnership with BP Amoco which targets children at the gas pumps. For a limited 
time only, anyone who buys eight gallons of fuel at a BP Amoco station can 
purchase any of five "Endangered Wildlife Friend" toys for their 
children for only $2.99, teaching them lessons about endangered 
species. Since 1993, NWF has partnered with dozens of mega- 
companies, such as WalMart, McDonald's, International Dairy 
Queen, Dole Foods, Busch Gardens and Sea World. 
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Wilderness Wades Offshore 

Justice Department Okays Undersea Designation 


by Ron Huber, Task Force Atlantis 

In an historic expansion of public wildlands protec- 
tion, the US Justice Department has cleared the way 
to break the US Department of Commerce's blood- 
thirsty grip on wild Atlantis and establish actual 
undersea wilderness in the rugged two-billion-acre 
marine public land expanse we so blandly call the US 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

For the first time, the federal government can 
legally treat our cohabiting marine fishes, shellfishes, 
plankton, jellyfishes and other marine creatures as if 
they are wildlife, not merely salable commodities. It 
can start to treat some of the sunken canyons, sheer 
cliffs, submerged plateaus, broad basins and other 
spectacular underseascapes of wild Atlantis as if they 
are wilderness areas, not extraction zones. 

Current protection is not very good. While 
Georges Bank and the Gulf of Maine are the most 
extensive public land areas on the eastern side of 
the United States, not one square foot of those two 
areas are permanently protected from extractive 
industries, whether commercial or recreational. 

Industrial fishers, however make the remarkable 
claim that, because they themselves have so badly 
battered the ecology of the region, they need access 
to all the billions of acres of our marine public lands 
to capture enough wild fish and shellfish to make 
a living. Recreational fishing industry officials also 
express shock over the possibility of being denied 
access to even a small part of wild Atlantis. 

But whether or not "Dubya" likes the "W" word 
(wilderness), this won't happen in our lifetime if the 
corporate-trough-hugging eco-yuppie scum that have 
arrogantly anointed themselves leaders of the USA's 
"marine conservation community" have their way. 

For just as the Justice Department finally heeds the 
roar of outraged marine biologists and directs an end 
to the savage destruction being wrought upon wild 
Atlantis under commerce's fish Freddies (aka Na- 
tional Marine Fisheries Service), along come marine 
eco-yuppie heavyweights — Center for Marine Con- 
servation (CMC), Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) 
and Environmental Defense Fund (EDF), steaming to 
the fish Freddies' rescue.. 

This bold troika, committed to maximum sus- 
tained yield of fishery resources, proposes a 10-year 
moratorium on any marine wilderness designation. 
At the same time, they are midwifing global corporate 
efforts to privatize of as much of the sea and its life as 
possible. 

Their weapons of choice: endless time-burning, 
"stakeholder" negotiations, sellable/tradeable kill- 
quotas for each species of marketable wild fish and 
shellfish, awarding long-term submerged land-and- 


water-column leases to the mining, drilling and 
corporate aquaculture communities, and, finally, 
limiting marine public land protection to the Com- 
merce Department's National Marine Sanctuary pro- 
gram, which allows aquaculture, commercial fish- 
ing and sport fishing within nearly every acre of 
these "sanctuaries." 

There is dissatisfaction with the toothless National 
Marine Sanctuary Program and interest in a proposal 
by Canadian ecologist Martin Willison which sug- 
gests that these two nations naturalize a 10-kilome- 
ter-wide natural zone along the entire length of the 
US-Canada marine border in the Gulf of Maine. Ron 
Huber of Task Force Atlantis leads the call for the 
president to break from tradition and use the national 
monument process underwater to designate the US 


half of this Gulf of Maine natural borderland. 

Willison, like hundreds of other scientists, finds it 
difficult to the point of impossibility to locate natural 
"control areas" against which the effects of fishing 
industry management can be compared. "Without 
adequate control sites, such as would be provided by 
the proposed protected area we have no means to 
measure these effects," Dr. Willison wrote. "As a 
result, there is sometimes more rhetoric than objec- 
tivity in marine environmental management." 

Under the Antiquities Act, a president can define 
and declare specific protected places in any lands 
owned or controlled by the federal government. 
With the US government "owning" federal marine 
lands and waters out to 1 2 miles offshore, and "con- 
trolling" what takes place within the USA's EEZ out to 
200 miles offshore, the Antiquities Act can be applied 
below the tideline just as it can be above the tideline. 

The marine national monument proposal was bat- 
ted about in New England for several years, finally 
reaching inside-the-beltway marine activists at the 
American Oceans Campaign (AOC). Phil Kline of 
AOC ran the proposal past his Clinton administra- 


tion contacts. Intrigued, the US Justice Department 
reviewed the question, issuing on September 1 5, a 28- 
page report stating that: "We conclude that the 
President could use his authority under the Antiqui- 
ties Act to establish a national monument in the 
territorial sea... We also believe the President could 
establish a national monument in the EEZ to protect 
marine resources." 

That finding set off a roar of indignation from the 
fish Freddies and big industry, especially when 
noting that "regulations applicable to national 
monuments trump inconsistent fishery manage- 
ment plans.” 

This means that if a marine monument specified 
protecting natural biodiversity as its primary goal, 
then fish killing and aquaculture would join mining 
and oil drilling as no-no's in the waters .and 
submerged lands within its boundaries. 

Thanks to CMC/CLF/ED relentlessly pushing 
the commerce UberAlles line, the Clinton admin- 
istration has so far choked on actually designat- 
ing any marine national monuments. Disap- 
pointed scientists and fish huggers have been 
told to yet again circle up with big industry and 
other stakeholders. 

Ah, stake-time, that lotus land where eco-yuppies 
sit down with their peers in the oil, gas, fishing, 
mining and aquaculture industries, and collec- 
tively comb ever-finer conceptual wool on the 
entirely fraudulent question of how to designate 
the perfect network of marine protected areas that 
will preserve all life in the sea while slaking big 
industry's thirst. 

While the NGOs doze, big industry is plunging 
ahead full bore, scraping every bit of salable life or ex- 
life from wild Atlantis, from diatom clouds to whale 
sharks. It is also pursuing an audacious public land 
lease-grab by the mega-fishpen corporadoes, whose 
at-sea plantations, spawn of the global flesh farm 
corporations, will be dotting the watery expanse like 
so many marine hog farms, where gene-tweaked 
hybrids of Atlantic salmon and slime eels batten 
upon the pelletized remains of their wild kin. 

So go convince the Dubster to do the right thing. 
Tell George he can make the eggheads and the enviros 
happy by naturalizing a nice wide stripe along the 
offshore marine border between New England and 
Atlantic Canada as a marine national monument. 
Tell him he can name it after Reagan or himself, or 
anyone he wants! And that it won't cost the taxpayers 
a nickel. Write to the President, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Washington DC 20500; 
president@whitehouse.gov. 

Learn more about Task Force Atlantis, 
www.atlantisforce.org. 



Wild Atlantis from space (notice Cape Cod sticking out on the left). 


by Mohave Moll and Nevada Nell 

This article originally appeared in the January-Febru- 
ary 1988 issue of the Earth First! Jounal. 

It is a few days before Thanksgiving and already 
Winnegabos are pouring in. Their occupants set up 
camp in the desert, near the road, as they are not 
willing to walk anywhere. Smoke and the noise of 
generators, three wheelers, four wheelers and two 
wheelers fill the air. These people are here to tear up 
the desert. It is time for the annual Barstow to Las 
Vegas off-road motorcycle race — through more than 
100 miles of what used to be pristine Mojave Desert ' 
in California and Nevada. In a few days, 1200 of 
these cretins will roar across the desert — unless... 

Another band of social misfits is also in the desert. 
We arrive in vehicles markedly different from theirs — 
covered with Earth First! bumperstickers. We gather 
to discuss last minute details. Some leave to do 
recon. Some stay to start press work. 

We want to stop the race cold. To do this, we will 
construct a wooden plug, four feet thick, in the 
middle of a culvert under 1-5 through which the 
racers must pass. 

This year's Barstow-Vegas race will pass through 
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some of the most sublime portions of the Mojave 
Desert. Part of the course abuts the area proposed as the 
Mojave National Park. Destruction from previous races 
is apparent. Erosion, tracks and motorcycle parts mark 
the landscape. The racers have an eight-foot-wide 
corridor within which they are supposed to stay, but 
these people can barely read, let alone stay on the 
straight and narrow. This race is so environmentally 
destructive that only a small interest supports it, yet no 
one has taken action to stop it. Earth First! intends to 
remedy this situation. 

Our band of EF!ers (yes Virginia, it was EF!) meets 
after dark in a city dump. Here we cut, drill, nail and 
preassemble as much of the railroad tie, 6x6 and 
plywood plug as we can. At one a.m., we load every- 
thing on a trailer. Some have already left for the culvert 
to be lookouts. The trailer heads onto 1-5, and the 
interstate looks like rush hour. "How are we going to 


unload this stuff and not be noticed?" 

"If anyone stops, we have a flat and need to 
unload the trailer to fix it." Our resourceful band 
waits for breaks in the traffic and then frantically 
carries the heavy timbers down the embankment. 
Finally the trailer is empty. It heads for the hills. 

Imagine eight people, 25 railroad ties, rebar, 
tools, nails, plywood, torches and tempers all in a 
tunnel eight feet wide, six feet tall and 1 80 feet long. 
Imagine foostering railroad ties in place and nailing 
them together, and trying to do it silently. From 
inside the tunnel, it sounds like a war is happening. 
Outside, the lookouts hear nothing. Before dawn it 
is finished. Someone stretches a yellow tape across 
the race entry side of the tunnel. We want to stop 
the race, not bust heads. 

After a mad scramble across several miles of 
desert, we reach the get-away vehicle and melt into 
the rising sun. Later, we drive back past the scene of 
the crime. There, beside the road, lies a pile of 
railroad ties and a very unhappy BLM cop. The race 
roars by... 

To find out what happened, you can order the back 
issue for $4 or an almost complete set for $400 (that's 
all 20 years folks). 
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The Myth of Reentroduchon 

El Lobo Struggles to Repopulate a Land 
Plagued by Welfare Ranching 


by Michael Robinson 


Recovery of the most imperiled 
mammal in North America, the Mexi- 
can gray wolf, continues to be threat- 
ened by the guns and political clout 
of the public lands livestock industry. 
Three years ago, the first 1 1 Mexican 
wolves were released from a captive 
breeding program into the Apache 
National Forest of southeastern Ari- 
zona, part of the Gila Headwaters Eco- 
system. Since then there have been 
dozens of additional releases, yet to- 
day the population stands at less than 
30 animals in the wild. 

Mexican wolves are burdened by un- 
precedented political strictures built into 
the recovery program. Activists are famil- 
iar with the ubiquitous designation of 
reintroduced animals as "experimental 
non-essential," which allows them to be 
shot and precludes habitat protection on 
their behalf. In addition to this burden, 
however, Mexican wolves suffer the dubi- 
ous distinction of being the only endan- 
gered animal confined to their official 
recovery area. When they set up shop 
outside the boundaries of the Apache and 
Gila National Forests, even on other pub- 
lic lands, they must be trapped and re- 
moved. Another Kafka-esque precedent 
in endangered species management is 
that the Mexican wolves from the captive 
population can only be released in the 
Apache National Forest, a small portion of 
their recovery area. To re-occupy the Gila 
National Forest they must migrate on 
their own, or be captured for manage- 
ment purposes and then re-released in the 
Gila. The. Gila, in addition to comprising 
around 80 percent of the recovery area, 
includes around 700,000 acres with nei- 
ther cattle nor roads. 

Despite these capitulations, ranchers 
have been uncompromising in their 
opposition. Five wolves from the first 
group of animals released in 1998 were 
shot and another disappeared. The first 


wild-born Mexican wolf pup in 
the US in over 70 years disap- 
peared as well when its mother 
was shot. After the Center for 
Biological Diversity and other 
groups offered a substantial re- 
ward for information on the 
killings, James Michael Rogers, 
from a local public lands ranch- 
ing family, was convicted of 
one shooting and was sentenced 
to four months in jail, six 
months house arrest and three 
years probation. 

Additionally, three wolves 
were killed by hit and run 
drivers; two radio-collared 
wolves have disappeared de- 
spite intensive telemetry 
monitoring; and two wolves 
died in late 2000. Though 
necropsies have not been re- 
leased, conservationists are 
suspicious that one or both of 
these latest mortalities could 
have been human-caused. 

The livestock industry has 
been even more successful 
preventing growth of the wild 
wolf population through poli- 
tics than through bullets. Four 
packs of Mexican wolves have 
been removed from the wild 
for political reasons. After the 
shootings of so many of the 
first animals released on the heavily 
roaded Mogollon Rim, the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) placed 
the next group of wolves in the 
roadless lowlands closer to the Blue 
River. Unfortunately these areas are 
heavily grazed. The Pipestem Pack, 
which bore the first litter of surviv- 
ing wild-born pups, scavenged cattle 
carcasses in the national forest and 
then killed a couple of cows. As a 
result, the pack was trapped and re- 
moved. In the course of that trap- 
ping, three Pipestem pups and two 
pups from another already captive 
pack died of parvo virus. A recovery 
team veterinarian who necropsied the 
Pipestem pups determined they had 
contracted and recovered from parvo 
while in the wild but that the disease's 
fatal recrudescence likely occurred as 
a result of the stress of capture. 

The Gavilan Pack also scavenged 
dead livestock and then began kill- 
ing cattle. In this case, however, the 
cattle they scavenged and the first 
ones they killed were illegally present. 
The area they were in was so severely 
grazed that the Forest Service had 
ordered the cattle removed. The 
rancher, asserting mythical property 
rights to the national forest, had re- 
fused to comply. (The Forest Service 
later backed down and allowed the 
cattle to stay.) Most of the Gavilan 
Pack was also trapped and removed, 
leaving one pup missing and pre- 
sumed dead. 

Although the Mule Pack didn't kill 
any livestock, they were trapped af- 
ter scavenging a dead cow and horse 
because Fish and Wildlife biologists 
were afraid they would begin killing 
cattle. In the course of that trapping, 
the alpha female was left overnight 


in a trap and suffered frostbite. Her 
leg had to be amputated. 

Finally, the Campbell Blue Pack 
was removed for leaving the national 
forest boundaries. They had had no 
interaction with livestock. 

All of these packs except Gavilan 
have been re-released into the Gila 
National Forest. However, the trauma 
of capture, injuries (almost every wolf 
trapped suffers a paw injury) and 
prolonged confinement have handi- 
capped the animals. Although both 
the Mule and Pipestem Pack females 
were pregnant on re-release, it ap- 
pears no pups survived. The Mule 
Pack pair split up and the three-legged 
female is on her own, while her mate 
has joined with the Pipestem Pack's 
female — herself traumatized after her 
mate was re-captured again for kill- 
ing a single sheep. (The sheep herd 
had been brought to the area imme- 
diately before the wolves' release by 
a ranching/outfitting family which 
has taken a leading role in fighting 
reintroduction of wolves.) 

As of this writing, there are only five 
wolves in the Gila National Forest. 

Fifteen conservation groups and the 
former Mexican wolf recovery pro- 
gram coordinator — who. lost his job 


when he first attempted to re-release 
wolves into the Gila — have requested 
a series of reforms in the recovery 
program. Foremost is a change in the 
regulations to allow the direct re- 
lease of wolves from the captive popu- 
lation into the Gila. You can help by 
urging USFWS Regional Director 
Nancy Kaufman, POB 1306, Albu- 
querque, NM 87103, to take that step. 

We are also anticipating that the 
newly appointed chair of the House 
Interior Appropriations subcommittee, 
Representative Joe Skeen, will attempt 
to sabotage the recovery program with 
riders. Skeen is a public lands rancher 
in southern New Mexico, an enemy of 
the wolves and a long time proponent 
and beneficiary of federal predator kill- 
ing services. Should he attempt to close 
down or further handicap the pro- 
gram, it will be imperative to contact 
members of Congress in opposition. 
For computer users, please visit the 
Center's Mexican wolf web page for 
more detailed and current informa- 
tion and action alerts: 
www.biologicaldiversity.org/swcbd/ 
species/mexwolf/wolf.html. 

Michael Robinson works for the Center 
for Biological Diversity in Pinos Altos , 
New Mexico. 


Man Caught Red Handed After Using 
Snowmobile to Kill Wildlife 


by Daniel Patterson 

My family and 1 were enjoying the frozen Great Lakes north woods over the 
winter holidays. On December 24 we noticed, while looking through a spotting 
scope, a large canine out on the north end of frozen Burt Lake. The large, dark 
animal held its tail low, had a large head, and walked with a wild trot. It did not act 
or look like a dog or coyote. Knowing that gray wolves are on a slow recovery in 
Michigan's Upper Peninsula, we thought we were possibly seeing a wolf who had 
ventured south across the Straits of Macinaw to the suitable habitat of the northern 
Lower Peninsula. 

The graceful creature reappeared at noon on Christmas, and we again watched 
her through the scope. She covered several miles across the bright ice, stopping 
periodically to look around and dig in the snow. Then a snowmobiler appeared 
moving at a high rate of speed. My mother watched in horror as the snowmachine 
driver deliberately ran down the animal. He then hauled the carcass tp a nearby ice- 
fishing shanty for a quick stop and then revved his way toward the eastern shore 
of Burt Lake. 

Outraged, we immediately took action. After calling a Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) conservation officer, we set out on a mission for justice. 
We loaded up the camera and the rifle, grabbed the binoculars and cell phone and 
headed out across the ice in the 10-degree chill toward the shanty. 

When we got there we saw a large amount of blood on the ice. A look inside the 
shanty revealed no animal. Stenciled on the outside of the camo shack was "D. 
Budzinski, Cheboygan." We called in this information to the Michigan DNR. 
Another call produced the address of this person: 2830 Topinabee Mail Route. We 
relayed this information to a DNR conservation officer. 

Snowmobile and animal tracks laced the area. The freshest machine tracks 
headed southeast toward the reported address. 

Around 4:30 p.m. we received word that DNR had caught the suspect literally red 
handed. He was cited and had his snowmobile confiscated on the spot. DNR also 
recovered the animal's skin and carcass. The killer will appear in court later this 
winter. DNR reported the animal to be a "large coyote," however the incident will 
be referred to the US Fish and Wildlife Service for investigation. 

This type of senseless wildlife slaughter by motor vehicles happens everyday. It 
is rare that murdering motorheads are caught. But today, with the catalyst of direct 
citizen activism and a prompt agency response (thanks, DNR), the real eco-terrorist 
was found and lost his killing machine. The coyote sleeps tonight. And we sleep a 
little less disturbed that a man who has run down an amazing animal has been 
caught and lost his sled of two-stroke terror. 

We must always walk with open eyes and demand action against the killers of our 
natural heritage. News of this death and prompt arrest will circulate through 
poaching circles. Let it be known to all who would run down wildlife and destroy 
biological diversity with their machines: We are watching. We are everywhere, 
fighting to defend nature. We will bring to justice those who disrespect the 
inspiring life of the natural world. 
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Buffalo Field Campaign Fights New Yellowstone Bison Plan 


by Festus and friends 

If the 10-year plan for bison management tasted anything like Seeds of Peace 
meals, bison would be fat and happy, grazing across all their former range. But with 
the Park Service, Forest Service, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and the 
Montana Department of Livestock (DOL) cooking up the deal, the buffalo are 
gagging on bullets. After years of slaughter and harassment under the interim plan, 
which killed over 2,500 animals, the new Yellowstone Bison Management Plan 
offers the buffalo more of the same — and worse. 

Not only will the agencies continue to haze, capture and slaughter America's last 
wild bison, they will use vaginal telemetry devices — tracking equipment installed 
in all captured females testing negative for brucellosis — on pregnant females, 
quarantine animals for up to four years, inoculate calves with cattle vaccines and 
haze bison inside Yellowstone National Park. Haze and capture operations, 
especially when helicopters are used, are highly disruptive, threatening all wildlife 
in the area, including wolves, elk, moose, bears, trumpeter swans, bald eagles, white 
pelicans and myriad waterfowl and birds of prey living along bison migration 
routes. Animals that elude hazing or capture will be shot on sight. The new plan, 
like the old, is based on a field test for brucellosis shown to have a 75 percent false 
positive rate. Rather than focusing on proactive strategies like negotiating conser- 
vation easements and buying grazing allotments (allaying the livestock industry's 
fears of brucellosis transmission), the new plan offers a modern-day version of the 
historical bison slaughter at $40 million. 

The new plan only strengthens the Buffalo Field Campaign's (BFC) commitment. 
On January 2, Montana's new governor, Judy Martz, was sworn in. Before handing 
over the reins, former governor Racicot told the crowd he was glad to see Montana 
with a governor who "happens to not be a man." Martz' own talk, easily mistaken 
for a junior high graduation speech, was interrupted as two BFC volunteers 
attempted to unfurl a banner reading, "Buffalo Roam Free!" from a balcony above 
the stage. Chrissy and Barton were arrested on charges of disturbing the peace 
before the banner could be fully deployed. A dozen activists in the crowd were 
escorted out while "hey, hey, ho, ho, the buffalo slaughter has got to go," resounded 
through the perfect acoustics of the Montana State Rotunda in Helena. Martz faced 
a protest in the first 1 5 minutes of her new term and showed that any constituents 
expressing opinions in public would face repression. Chrissy and Barton pled guilty 
to disturbing the peace, were fined $130 and were released the following day. 

Although BFC has conducted regular patrols since November and 15-20 bison 
have migrated into Montana, things did not heat up in the field until January 3. 
When the DOL began plowing snowdrifts and burning the slash along Forest 
Service Road 610, BFC swung into action. Road 610 leads to the site of the DOL's 
Horse Butte bison trap, and they were plowing to haul the facility in for assembly. 
DOL and USFS agents were surprised to discover a road blockade the following 
morning. Drazil was secured in a Cdzy Mpdcf platform 30 feet above the road, while 
Jayna locked down to a dragon in the road below. Tree Frog's video camera in the 
pines at the side of the road recorded the action. 

Even though temperatures the night before had dipped well below zero degrees 


Fahrenheit, the agents must have felt that Jayna was too hot in her 
sleeping bag above the dragon. They took thebagoffherand poured 
her thermos of hot tea in the snow inches from her face. All the 
while they threatened the blockaders with arrest and poked at 
Drazil's platform with a long pole. Law enforcement buzzed in on 
snowmobiles and in bucks. As the morning dragged on, Jayna 
felt the bite of the cold. After three and one-half hours of 
exposure, she started shaking uncontrollably, the first stage of 
hypothermia. The Law Enforcement Officers offered to let her 
go if she left voluntarily, and Jayna agreed. After unclipping, she 
lost consciousness for a few moments before being helped to 
a warm place. 

It wasn't long before a cherry picker and Freddie 
special agent Steve Didier — who seems to be follow- 
ing people fighting the Otter-Wing Timber Sale — 
arrived on the scene. Didier and local Sheriff Rob 
Burns set their sights on Frog. They plucked him 
from his perch without his boots and lowered him to 
the ground to walk barefoot through the snow. He 
was charged with two counts of obstruction and one 
of resisting arrest. 

Didier then turned his attention to the tripod. 

Drazil was now stretched over the top of two poles, his 
hands clipped inside an angled lock box. The agents v«' 
forced his legs into the cherry picker, cutting off his ; 
circulation. Cutting his harness and platform, they ~ 
put a snowmobile helmet on him and tied the tripod 
to the cherry picker. Didier then cut the two poles 
Drazil was locked around with a chainsaw and pushed 
them to the ground. As the sunset burned red and 
pink over the Madison Range, Drazil was lowered and 
arrested. The two activists were transported to the 
Gallatin County Jail in Bozeman where they pled not 
guilty and refused bail. 

BFC will stand strong with America's last wild buf- 
falo until they have the protection they deserve. Under 
the nightmare of the new management plan, it will be 
a very long and busy winter in Montana. The nights are 
cold and crisp, and the days are filled with beauty and 
power. Volunteers are always welcome at our lodge on 
Hebgen Lake. We need large ski boots and warm pack 
boots. Of course, donations of cold, hard cash are 
greatly appreciated. 

For more information, contact BFC, FOB 957, West 
Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; 

buffalo@wildrockies.org; www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 
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Drazil hangs in a tripod. 


St'at'imc Build Resistance Community at Melvin Creek, BC 


by Jonah 

Since May 2, St'at'imc people have reoccupied 
their traditional territory in the Melvin and Cayoosh 
Creek drainages north of Mt. Currie in British 
Columbia. They are blocking the development of a 
"Whistler-style" ski resort, which Canadian super- 
star Nancy Greene-Raine and her hubby, A1 Raine, 
have been proposing since the early '90s . Despite A1 
Raine's promise that the project would not proceed 
without First Nations support, the proposal has 
been approved by the government, and just re- 
cently, surveyors snuck behind the blockade and 
flagged cutting boundaries. 

The resistance camp is called Sutikalh, to honor the 
winter spirit which lives in the mountains around 
Melvin Creek. Over the past seven months, the camp 
has evolved from a blockade into a community 
which is breaking away from the government-con- 
trolled reserve system. Many St'at'imc people have 
come to the camp, relearning traditional ways of 
living, harvesting edible plants, picking mushrooms, 
fishing, gathering sacred medicine and building an 
ishka (pithouse) for a winter dwelling. Next spring, 
the St'at'imc will be building a longhouse at Sutikalh. 
The water flowing around the camp is some of the 
purest in the world, according to tests by hydrolo- 
gists. Grizzly, lynx, mountain goats and wolverines 
are a few species living in this last pristine watershed 
in St'at'imc territory. 

Initially, the camp was started without support 
from the band council. The council was attempting 
to put off discussion on the resort proposal until 
next year, saying that people were not concerned 
with the issue. Melvin Creek supporters and 
St'at'imc sovereigntists through community out- 
reach, rallies and information handouts, forced the 


council to have a referendum. Two hundred forty territory by any means necessary, 
people stood against the resort and only 40 voted As nearby Whistler has shown, capitalist ski re- 
for it. Because of the continued resistance and the sorts do not create meaningful employment or a 
community support for Melvin Creek, many chiefs healthy community, but instead force wage sla- 
have come to support the camp. very, fast food, snow shoveling and ski lift operator 

jobs on the community. Many of the original 
promises that were made when Whistler was first 
developed in the mid '70s, including a public 
transit system and plentiful employment, were 
never honored. But greedy ski developers are once 
again promising the same. Nancy Greene-Raine, 
the gold medal champion, even went to the schools 
to convince children that a ski resort would be good 
for them, and explained how fun skiing is, despite 
the fact that only five percent of Canadians ski and 
that most people can not afford the ridiculous 
prices that ski resorts charge. 

Nearby, outside of Kelowna, the Shushwap Nation 
has set up camp on the edge of Sun Peaks Resorts 
(another resort that A1 Raine owns), to blockade devel- 
opment plans. 

On November 10, a group of about eight pro- 
On August 14, the government gave approval to resort men burned the information and welcome 
the ski resort, so the St'at'imc blockaded the main lean-to, along with pamphlets and banners. This is 
highway for 1 8 hours just to show the government, yet another mob attack in a long history of violence, 
A1 Raine and the world what they were prepared abuse, theft and genocide. Melvin Creek defenders 
and able to do. In 1 990, the St'at'imc blockaded the are not scared of these cowardly, racist tactics. They 
same highway for over four months to assert their will stand and defend their territory to the death, so 
native title and to demand an end to logging on the that it will remain wild for future generations, 
land. There has always been a strong sovereigntist They have asked for support spreading the word, 
movement within the St'at'imc, as they have re- coming up to the camp or sending donations of food, 
jected the jurisdiction of the Canadian govern- money and gear. 

ment over their traditional territories. Sta'at'imc For more information, contact Rosalin (604) 
territory, according to the 1911 Declaration of the 894-2400; Ramona (604) 894-2462; Chief Garry 
Lilloet (St'at'imc) Tribe, "has been continually oc- John, St'at'imc Chief's Council (250) 256-7523; 
cupiedby us from time out of mind." The St'at'imc Lilloet Tribal Council (250) 259-822 7 or (604) 
people at Melvin Creek are prepared to defend their 868-8560 cell. 


fe: mmiy ■ - 



Tipis at the St'at'imc resistance community at Melvin Creek 
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This area is being threatened by the USFS "reforestation projects. 

by Rachel Martin 

The Allegheny Plateau bioregion, 
stretching from the southern tier of 
New York through western Pennsyl- 
vania and into West Virginia, is unique 
by virtue of being a meeting-place for 
the mixed mesophytic forests of the 
south and the hardwood forests of the 
north. Nowhere is this transition so 
clear as in the Allegheny National 
Forest — 513,000 acres of publicly- 
owned forest spanning the highest 
reaches of the plateau. Walking 
through this forest one can find tulip 
poplars, cucumber magnolias and 
rhododendrons intermingling with 
eastern hemlock, white pine, sugar 
maple and mountain laurel. 

But here, as in other national forests 


throughout the 
country, the US 
Forest Service 
(USFS) has chosen 
to ignore the natu- 
ral splendor of 
these ridges, creeks 
and rivers in favor 
of commodities 
such as timber, oil 
and gas. In fact, the 
USFS has made a 
concerted and bla- 
tant effort to di- 
minish the natural 
diversity of the for- 
est in order to pro- 
mote one species — 
the lucrative black 
cherry tree. The 
USFS has been very 
successful in its en- 
deavor to convert 
our native Allegh- 
eny forests to black 
cherry tree farms. 
As a result of past 
logging and Forest Service manipula- 
tion the overstory composition of the 
national forest has gone from an his- 
torical level of less than one percent 
black cherry to over 28 percent. 

In order to produce as much black 
cherry as possible (much of it to be 
exported to Germany, Italy and Ja- 
pan), the USFS uses "even-aged man- 
agement," otherwise known as 
clearcutting and herbicide spraying. 
Approximately 70 percent of the Al- 
legheny National Forest is managed 
under this clearcut regime. A mere 
seven percent of the forest is pre- 
served from logging. In concert with 
the USFS's public relations shift from 
"commodity production" to "forest 
health and restoration," the Forest 


Service has recently approved two 
enormous timber sales on the Al- 
legheny. The East Side Project (the 
timber sale formerly known as Mor- 
tality II) and the Duck/Sheriff Project 
are the first new timber sales to be 
approved on the Allegheny in over 
three years. 

The USFS refers to both sales as 
"reforestation projects." Their argu- 
ment is one we've been hearing a lot 
lately — the forest is dead and dying, 
and logging is essential to restore the 
forest. The alternative — not logging — 
the USFS say, would surely lead to 
massive destruction of the forest. But 
a close reading of the Environmental 
Impact Statements for both timber 
sales shows clearly that the problem is 
not that the forest is not regenerating 
after natural disturbances such as in- 
sects, drought and windstorms — the 
"problem" is that the forest is not 
regenerating black cherry trees. The 
East Side Timber Sale, which is the 
largest timber sale in the East and one 
of the largest in the US, will cut 8,600 
acres of the Allegheny (much of that 
clearcutting), spray 3,500 acres with a 
toxic cocktail of the herbicides 
Roundup (glyphosate) and Oust 
(sulfameturon methyl), build 15 miles 
of new road and "reconstruct" 109 
miles of roads. Many of the roads 
designated for reconstruction are 
naturally restoring themselves and 
many are barely discernible as old 
roads. (The Allegheny is. already one 
of the most heavily-roaded national 
forests in the country.) 

This timber sale will cut 64 million 
board feet of timber. To put this in 
perspective, that's more than the an- 
nual timber cut from Washington's 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest. The 
Gifford Pinchot, however, is twice the 


size of the Allegheny. The Forest Ser- 
vice, as part of this timber sale, will 
cut directly adjacent to a 4,000-acre 
tract of old growth, within a wilder- 
ness trout stream watershed, and will 
cut areas previously designated for 
old growth establishment. 

Billed as a wildlife improvement 
and reforestation/regeneration 
project, the Duck/Sheriff sale is 
smaller, but potentially every bit as 
devastating. Under the Duck/Sheriff 
Timber Sale, the USFS proposes to cut 
3,600 acres (17 million board feet), 
construct or reconstruct 35 miles of 
roads and spray 1 , 500 acres with toxic 
herbicides. Logging is planned in 
known habitat of the federally en- 
dangered Indiana bat, along the 
North Country National Scenic Trail 
and within a watershed which is 
home to numerous sensitive dragon- 
fly species. The USFS has made great 
fanfare of its plan to improve habitat 
for the Indiana bat by creating sev- 
eral "drinking water ponds." Never 
mind that drinking water has never 
been considered a limiting factor for 
the endangered bat. The situation is 
fast becoming dire for the Allegheny. 
Over the next three years, the USFS 
plans to cut as much as 24,000 acres 
of this beautiful national forest. 

For more information, contact the 
Allegheny Defense Project, (814) 223- 
4996; info@alleghenydefense.org; 
www.alleghenydefense.org. You can 
help by writing a letter to Mark Hamp- 
ton, Acting Supervisor, Office of the 
Forest Supervisor, Allegheny National 
Forest, POB 847, Warren, PA 16365, 
asking him to withdraw these ecologi- 
cally harmful timber sales. Tell him 
our public lands should not be treated 
as industrial cherry tree farms for pri- 
vate corporate interests! 


5-lane Highway Thnearens rhe Smokies 


by Chris Irwin 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GSMNP) 
is one of the most ecologically diverse areas in the 
world. It is certainly the most visited park in the 
United States and, unfortunately, the most en- 
dangered. In one of the Smoky's biggest ecological 
and archeological disasters, bulldozers are slated 
to begin widening a rural mountain road into a 
five-lane highway. 

The Tennessee Department of Transportation 
(TDOT) announced its plans last year to widen 
State Highway 321 out of Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 
Phase one of the project is only 2.6 miles long but 
is expected to cost $36 million — $2,727 per foot! 
For comparison, Tennessee spent $2,450 on each 
student in its schools in 1998-1999. Johnny can 
drive, but he gets lost 'cause he can't read the signs. 
TDOT projects historically go over budget by an 
average of eight percent; this means the Highway 
321 widening could cost more than $40 million. 

Building this road will require cutting through 
the mountains, damaging the highland wetlands 
and re-routing streams within the GSMNP bound- 
ary. No studies have been done on the possible 
ecological effects. Plans call for 1.86 acres of na- 
tional park to disappear underneath pavement. 
Four streams will be moved in more than six loca- 
tions. A migration route for bears and other ani- 
mals will be slashed with zero thought for genetic 
corridors, effectively leaving a kill zone for the 
park's historic inhabitants. 

Photos gathered from the Park Service under the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) show current 


and proposed stream paths. The pictures indicate 
that first, trees will be cut, then bulldozers will cross 
the old stream and begin ripping out root bundles. 
A new channel will be dug until contractors find a 
substrate suitable to support the new streambed. If 
one isn't found, the old streambeds will be bull- 
dozed then buried with fill dirt. This includes the 
only east Tennessee stream listed as pristine out- 
side of the park. The affected streams are loaded 
with various salamander species. 

No Environmental Impact Statement has been done 
on this project. The state chose to finance the widen- 
ing with state funds instead of FHA funds. This means 
that all responsibility for the project and studies lies 
with the Gatlinburg City Commission. TDOT only 
considers a wetland "taken" when it is filled. No 
measure is taken of the effects on the rare highland 
wetlands. TDOT plans to mitigate the destroyed 
wetlands by replacing every acre destroyed on the 
border of the park with two that will be "built" as 
wetland banks near Johnson City, Tennessee. 

In response to this situation, Katuah Earth First! 
embarked on a month-long campaign of resis- 
tance. During the fall Equinox KEF! camped on a 
farm near the site and met with the locals to pick 
up trash. We gathered more than 80 bags of gar- 
bage, scouted the terrain for future actions, adopted 
this part of the road for cleanup and got a free sign 
(courtesy of TDOT) reading "adopted by Earth 
First!." We met at A1 Gore's campaign headquar- 
ters once again. (They remembered us from the 
RRR!) Dressed in a bear suit and with signs we 
picketed and demanded an EIS. Wade Till, Demo- 
cratic chair for the county, came out and accepted 


our demands on Gore's behalf. We received excel- 
lent media coverage. 

On the border of the Smoky's at a Cherokee 
village and burial site, KEF! and the Native Ameri- 
can Indian Movement joined up. Carl Twofeathers 
conducted a ceremony with a medicine woman 
and a crowd, and we erected a tripod on the side of 
the road. As the media arrived, we practiced as- 
cending and rappelling and told them, "This is a 
training exercise; we are preparing in case TDOT 
tries to go through with this stupidity." The county 
paper had a huge front page color photo of the 
ceremony. The caption in bold print on the top of 
the front page: "Earth First! Digs In!" 

The last weekend we built a tree platform and set 
in up on the side of the road, 100 feet up a tree for 
more than six hours. This was during the height of 
the leaf season, when thousands of people come 
from all over the world to see the leaves turn bright 
red and orange. The tourists also saw our banner 
reading "SOS — Save Our Smokies" and the "adopted 
by Earth First!" sign. We passed out information 
and chanted. 

Help us resist this project! We need you at dem- 
onstrations, meetings and on the phone. Send 
written comments to the Park Service Superinten- 
dent Michael J. Tollefson, Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, 107 Park Headquarters Road, 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738. 

For more information, contact Katuah Earth First!, 
POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996; 321action- 
subscribe@egroups.com. Please send us cash. We 
are fighting a $40-million project with slingshots 
and need funds to continue. 
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by Eloise Charet 

In 1997, I spent 55 days fasting in 
jail trying to save my watershed in 
the Slocan Valley, British Columbia, 
from road building and logging. The 
next year, I walked across Canada 
listening to people's stories and col- 
lecting water samples from the com- 
munities I visited. As I listened to 
people's concerns, a frightening pic- 
ture emerged of troubled waters: 


"In countless kitchens , ' til all 
hours , tales were told about 
losing children or entire fami- 
lies to unusual cancers..." 


whole town and village drinking 
sources contaminated and con- 
demned; lakes and rivers unfit to 
swim or fish in. 

In countless kitchens, 'til all hours, 
tales were told about losing children 
or entire families to unusual cancers; 
people crippled and/or blinded from 
mercury, some with lumps analyzed 
as arsenic working its way out 
through the skin; rashes that never 
healed. Their faces will haunt me 
forever. Their hopes and prayers, that 
I could get their message through to 
the politicians in our capital Ottawa, 
have never left me. On Parliament 
Hill, we were so intimidated by the 


tection in Canada and the fact that 
all life is dependent on clean water. 

This is not a hunger strike where 
demands become very concrete. I take 
herbal teas and water — a gentle fast 
in which giving up food is a sacrifice 
to draw attention to the cause. This is 
more of a vigil, a persistent personal 
commitment to the people of 
WaterWalk, of my valley, to the chil- 
dren and grandchildren. 

Five days a week I put up banners 
and my samples and speak with 
ill people who agree that the crisis 
in the environment should be 
Ut foremost on the political agenda. 
Yet this is totally ignored by our 
press. I've been told that I have 
to get this message out beyond 
our country because we are con- 
stantly being blacked-out in the news, 
as corporations with money domi- 
nate the media and advertising. Eco- 
nomics have become more important 
than humanity. 

I took a break over Christmas then 
returned to my courthouse stand and 
have resumed my fast. A peaceful, 
jovial form of protest in which 1 some- 
times feel like a fool with dirty water, 
but I just can't give up my hope, my 
prayer, my resolution for the new 
millennium — pure water, clean and 
simple, guaranteed for all Canadians. 

For more information, contact Eloise 
Charet at waterwalk@watertalk.or; 
www.watertalk.org/waterwalk. 


Earth Firstlers from around the state of Texas joined together in Houston on December 23 
to drop a 20-foot banner from a 60- foot tree at 1-610 and Woodway near the home of corporate 
raider Charles Hurwitz. It was the kick-off for a campaign to bring regional attention to the 
non-sustainable clearcutting practices of Hurwitz's Maxxam and its subsidiary Pacific 
Lumber (PL). 

Traffic was brought to a stand still for about an hour during the holiday season. Many 
passing cars honked in support of the action and message. 

PL has a long history of slash and burn tactics and was the subject ofal 5-year campaign 
to save 1000-year-old Redwoods in Northern California. 

In addition to what is happening in the Mattole (seepage 4), the 11 -year-old ban was lifted 
on clearcutting the last remaining old growth in east Texas on the Sam Houston National 
Forest. It is set to be cut very soon by Maxxam/PL. "What Hurwitz and Maxxam are doing 
to the planet is a continuing travesty to us and future generations," says Carol Mendoza of 
San Antonio EF!. She adds that, "unless Pad fic Lumber stops, we will continue to put pressure 
on them in the forests and in the courts across the country . " 


police that my 13-year-old daughter 
said, "Mom, let's get out of here. I 
never want to come back again." 

Water is part of a hydrological 
cycle — perspiration, evaporation, pre- 
cipitation and back again. Anything 
we add to it will end up on our dinner 
table: chemical cocktails; biological 
and pharmaceutical agents; parasites- 
cryptosporidium and giardia; nuclear 
waste; sludge and oil; e-coli from ani- 
mal and human shit; mine tailings; 
water additives; cancer producing 
chlorine and fluoride (the toxic by- 
product of aluminum production cun- 
ningly), sold to the public as a "health 
benefit" in the '50s by Alcan, a huge 
Canadian aluminum company. 

Less than one percent of the Earth's 
water circulates unfrozen in streams, 
lakes and aquifers. This precious frac- 
tion, the support of life on land, is 
not being protected and each year 
30,000 people are dying from tainted 
water. Global corporations are stak- 
ing their claims to sources and distri- 
bution networks with the blessing of 
politicians, bureaucrats and non- 
elected trade negotiators. 

A British Columbia judge has re- 
cently concluded that citizens have 
no legal right to clean water and that 
corporate interests take precedence. 
"Whether this is as it should be is not 
a legal question, but a question of 
social policy. Any change would be 
the province of legislators, not 
judges." Water that was once free has 
now become a commodity. 

Four months after these reasons for 
judgment were stated and following 
similar j udgments affecting valley wa- 
tersheds, I began a fast on November 
1, in front of the Nelson, BC, court- 
house as a peaceful protest to help 
make visible the need for water pro- 


Previous articles in the Journal have reported on 
Donald Trump's plans to build a golf course on more 
than 200 acres of land within the Byram Lake water- 
shed, thereby threatening the water supply for the 
village of Mt. Kisco, New York (see EF!J March-April 
2000). Eugene Meyer, the original owner of these 200 
acres, known as "Seven Springs Farm," left them be- 
hind in his Last Will and Testament of 1969. 

His will reveals that he gave to the Village of Mt. 
Kisco the money necessary to purchase Byram Lake 
from the City of New York, provided that the lake be 
utilized in the interest of the public — for water supply, 
conservation or as a park. His will also reveals that he 
bequeathed his 200 acres of land within the Byram 
Lake watershed to the Eugene and Agnes Meyer Foun- 
dation, a non-profit corporation. 

The land was used by the foundation and then by 
Yale and Rockefeller Universities for non-profit pur- 
poses — without endangering Byram Lake. It is reason- 
able to conclude that any rational individual who 
gives a village a lake as a water supply would not want 
his own land to endanger the water quality of that lake. 
Yet, Yale and Rockefeller Universities made a $7-mil- 
lion profit by selling this Seven Springs property to 
Donald Trump, who has proposed to create a for-profit 
golf course, thereby endangering Byram Lake. 


Despite this travesty of justice, the towns of North 
Castle and Bedford, New York, spent five years review- 
ing Trump's application for the golf course, which is in 
a residentially zoned area (no golf courses allowed). 
The village of Mt. Kisco objected to the proposal, 
which would threaten its water supply, yet never 
mentioned that it would be illegal to make a profit off 
the land. Instead, it has only stated that it is concerned 
about development within the Byram Lake watershed, 
and it claims that it can't single out Trump's proposal 
because it doesn't want to antagonize him or get sued. 

The environmental impacts of allowing this scien- 
tifically flawed and trumped-up situation to continue 
include: contamination of Byram Lake by pesticides, 
siltation of the lake from golf course construction, loss 
of critical wildlife habitat near New York City, distur- 
bance of a fragile Nature Conservancy Preserve (Meyer), 
and the reduction in water quantity. 

Directions to Seven Springs for a "hike in the woods": 
1-684, Exit 3 (Armonk, Route 22 east 1/4 mile, Cox 
Avenue North 1/4 mile, Byram Lake Road north 1.5 
miles, Oregon Rd. west 500 feet. Enter Eugene and 
Agnes Meyer preserve on right — one mile hike north 
to Seven Springs. 

Ed. Note: Signs have been posted all around the preserve 
stating: "It's time to spike tree's within this nature preserve. " 
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Earth Night News Earth Night News Earth Night News 


ELF Burns Glendale, Oregon, Mill 
The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) claimed re- 
sponsibility for a New Year's Day fire that de- 


mill in Glendale, Oregon. 

The fire caused at least $400,000 in damage to 
the mill, but estimates could rise as high as 
$800,000 according to Superior Lumber Com- 
pany president Steve Swanson. 

Two fires started on opposite outside walls of 
the 2,000-square-foot building, raced up the 
walls and into the attic and quickly spread, 
engulfing about two-thirds of the roof and burn- 
ing interior walls. "It's a tactic where you can 
have the entire roof burning, but the alarms in 
the rooms below haven't gone off, " said Swanson. 

An ELF communique stated, "We torched Su- 
perior Lumber in Glendale on January 1, 2001. 
Superior Lumber is a typical Earth raper contrib- 
uting to the ecological destruction of the Northwest. 
What happened to them should shock no one. This 
year, 2001, we hope to see an escalation in tactics 
against capitalism and industry. While Superior Lum- 
ber says, 'Make a few items, and do it better than 
anyone else,' we say, 'Choose an Earth raper and 
destroy them.'" 

Luxury Homes Burn at Arizona Preserve 

A Phoenix, Arizona, luxury home burned to the 
ground in mid-January, marking the tenth such 
blaze in the area in three years. Arson investigators 
suspect they are the work of someone "with envi- 
ronmental motives." 

All the fires have occurred at the foot of a desert 
mountain preserve in north-central Phoenix, de- 
stroying large, half-completed luxury homes and 
causing an estimated $5.5 million in damage. One 
house Was burned twice. 

Investigators have no suspects, and no one has 
glimpsed the apparent arsonist, though some com- 
munication has "been left behind. 

Scrawled across a sign in April was: "If you build it 
again, we will burn it again." A typed letter was left 
at the scene of an October fire with references to 
Bible scriptures and warnings against building in the 
desert. The perpetrator, who leaves behind the ini- 
tials C.S.P., has also written a promise not to harm 
individuals or firefighters. 


Phoenix EF! Issues Solidarity Statement 

"Sentiment without action is the ruin of the soul." 
The words of Edward Abby. Sentiment is something 
that our movement (eco-anarchists, green radicals, 
mainstream environmentalists, ect.) has no lack of, 
but action is something that few seem to be willing to 
take. The arsonist(s) of the C.S.P. have grown weary of 
compromise and have decided to take action into their 
own hands; for this they must be commended. 

The savage mutilation of our planet by timber 
companies, development and construction compa- 
nies and industrial society as a whole falls nothing 
short of cold blooded murder and ecocidal insanity. 
The concrete scab that your capitalist system has 
condemned us all to live upon must be picked off if our 
future generations are to have a future at all. 

We cannot sympathize with those few who have 
had their muti-million dollar luxury homes reduced to 
ash while thousands of men, wymyn and children go 
to sleep hungry under our cities' bridges and freeways 
(no doubt their fortunes were built on the backs of 
their overworked and underpaid workers!) 

It makes you wonder who the real criminals are: 
those who rape and exploit our Earth and the work- 
ing class or those willing to risk their lives and 
freedom to defend them. 

Property is nothing more than a sword to be wielded 
against the lower classes: a tool to ensure the rich grow 
richer and the poor stay in line... nothing more, 
nothing less. 

The actions of the C.S.P. and of any copy-cats 
their action may create have our total support 
(provided only property is destroyed, not life!) and 
we will remain in solidarity until the monster of 
urban sprawl can be slain and finally laid to rest. 
There will be no compromise in defense of our 
Earth ! This is not a game but we are keeping score. . . 
Planet: 10 Ruling Class:0 

— Phoenix Earth First! 



A firefighter surveys damage to a luxury mansion in Boulder, Colorado. 


Elves Strike Legend Ridge Development 
in Colorado 

The ELF burned a $2. 5-million mansion in Boul- 
der, Colorado, on November 27. 

The fire occurred in the Legend Ridge develop- 
ment and completely destroyed the house, injuring 
no one. The monetary damages alone make this the 
second largest ELF action to date in the US— second 
only to the 1998 Vail Ski Resort fire. 

The communique stated, "... The method used 
to burn down the Legend Ridge mansion included 
these steps: 1) We arrived at the Legend Ridge 
mansion undetected at approximately 2:50 a.m. 
2) We placed several pages of the Denver Post on 
the wooden floor next to the south-side wall and 
doused the spot with nearly four gallons of un- 
leaded gasoline. 3) We lit a newspaper torch with 
a lighter and threw it down on the gasoline- 
soaked spot... We know that the real 'eco-terror- 
ists' are the rapists of Mother Earth. We know that 
the real 'eco-terrorists' are the white male indus- 
trial and corporate elite. They must be stopped. 
This Boulder ELF direct action attempted to finan- 
cially disrupt the operations of Boulder's corpo- 
rate developers. Join the resistance!" 

ALF Attacks Rockville, New York, Dairy 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) claimed re- 
sponsibility December 30 for a massive early morn- 
ing act of sabotage at a Rockville Center dairy 
distributor in Long Island, New York. The activists 
attacked vehicles associated with the distributor, 
claiming that "... over 32 tires were slashed, al- 
most all side and front windows were smashed 
out, and the six trucks least visible to the adjacent 
road had their hoods opened and all coolant lines 
and electrical cables cut. In addition, the six 
monkeywrenched trucks had their distributor caps, 
and spark plugs and housings removed thus com- 
pletely rendering the vehicles dead." 

The activists stated their motivation for attacking 
the dairy distributor stems from its subsidiary rela- 
tionship to Campbell's Soup Inc. "Campbell's Soup 
is the nation's largest consumer of battery chicken 
products," states the ALF communique. The facility 
was spray painted with an array of anti-dairy and 
factory farming slogans. The communique went on 
to say, "Factory farming not only serves to enslave 
and murder billions of our animal brethren each 
year, but also consumes nearly two thirds of our 
ground water, pollutes our environment with toxic 
chemicals and mutenogenic pollen and allocates 
resources that could otherwise feed this world's less 
fortunate and hungry." 

The ALF statement ends with, "As greed and capi- 
talism continue to foster pain and suffering, and 
continue to destroy our planet, we will be out there 
costing them money!" 

ALF Claims Second Fire Attack Against 
British Columbia Meat Industry 

Exactly two weeks after burning down a meat 
delivery truck in East Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, ALF activists targeted Supreme Meat Distribu- 
tors in Burnaby on Christmas morning with seven 


incendiary devices placed under seven trucks. 
The ALF Press Office has so far been unable to 
determine whether any of the Christmas Day 
devices ignited, or whether any damage was 
caused. In the earlier Vancouver attack, three 
incendiary devices were set under Ferry Meat 
Market trucks on East Hastings Street. One of 
the devices ignited, completely destroying a 
$60,000 truck. 

"There appears to be a resurgence of direct 
action in the Vancouver area against companies 
which profit from animal death and abuse," 
commented ALF spokesperson David Barbarash. 
"Meat companies and packing plants are fre- 
quent targets of animal liberation activists be- 
cause of the inherent cruelty of raising an animal 
for slaughter. From the rearing of the animals, to 
their confinement and ultimate slaughter, it all 
involves cruelty, pain and suffering." 

The Supreme Meat Distributor trucks were dam- 
aged as part of a continued campaign of economic 
sabotage. The ALF communique stated that the 
purpose of its action was to increase insurance 
premiums for "the scum who perpetuate the need- 
less slaughter of innocent beings." 

ALF Raids Duck Farm in New York 

In the early morning hours of October 21, ALF 
activists descended upon Titmus Duck Farm on 
Barnes Road in Moriches, Long Island, New York. 
Compassionate individuals raided the premises 
and rescued 19 ducks. The remaining ducks were 
then given opportunities for escape when the 
activists cut the surrounding fences. A 
communique released by the group stated, "... It's 
a pity we couldn't have taken more, but we gave 
the remaining ducks the slim chance of escape by 
cutting the fences and ripping out the posts keep- 
ing them in. The 'farm' was spray painted all over 
with various slogans to let the owners know that 
we will not tolerate the continued murder of these 
liyirjg animals." 

DBF Sabotage Two Dutch Meat Trucks 


responsibility for the sabotage of two meat trans- 
port trucks belonging to Van Der Horst in Rosendaal, 
Holland, during the early hours of December 10. 
One truck was burned out completely and one 
suffered light damage. The DBF dedicated the sabo- 
tage to two Dutch activists currently imprisoned in 
Denmark. The activists entered the property of Van 
Der Horst by cutting through the fence. The owner 
said to the press, "They sprinkled petrol over four 
trucks. The trucks were tied together with a piece of 
cloth and the truck on the outside was set alight." 
The security services who were guarding the prop- 
erty alerted the police quickly but could not pre- 
vent one of the trucks being destroyed. The owner 
continued to say, "Unfortunately, they burned my 
oldest truck which means I won't get much back 
from the insurance, if only they had burned the 
new one." 

Activists Raid Dutch Fur Farm for Third 
Time in Two Years 

The Dutch Mink Liberation Front (NBF) claimed 
responsibility for a nighttime raid on a fur farmer in 
Nootdorp, Holland, on November 29. 

This raid marked the third time in two years that 
this particular farmer was hit by the NBF. The first 
two raids released 6,000 mink, and the latest re- 
leased several hundred. 

According to the group, every year in November 
thousands of mink are gassed, electrocuted or have 
their necks broken, putting an end to a miserable life 
of over-crowding in wire mesh cages. 

An NBF communique stated, "After we opened all 
the cages and took parts of the fences away, the 
disillusioned animals slowly realized their way to 
freedom was nearby. Everywhere you could see 
excited shiny eyes. Some of them jumped in the 
water straight away, others were sitting in the corner 
confused and scared, not understanding that some 
people want the best for them." 
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ELF Fights New York Sprawl 


continued from page 1 

The tactics were again stepped up as 
the ELF claimed responsibility for de- 
stroying 1 2 vehicles and over 200 win- 
dows at a construction site in Middle 
Island, Long Island. According to the 
communique issued by the ELF de- 
scribing the action: "These luxury 
homes are being built precariously 
close to the 320-acre Cathe- 
dral Pines County Park. Long 
Island has the second largest 
pine barren ecosystem in the 
world. Our greedy and corrupt 
politicians are more than will- 
ing to provide subsidies and 
allow construction in any area 
not under current protection 
by the Long Island Pine Barren 
Protection Plan. Our forests 
also lay on top of our aquifer 
which provides a large expanse 
of drinking water that is easily 
contaminated by pollutants 
and runoff. We will not stand 
by idly while our Earth is 
butchered for the monetary 
gain and the luxury of the wealthy 
elite. As long as our planet continues 
to be raped, we will be out there. We 
are everywhere." 

On December 7, the ELF and the 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
claimed joint credit for sabotaging 
McDonald's corporate offices on Long 
Island. The communique sent by the 
ELF and ALF stated: "At roughly 1:30 
a.m. Friday, December 7, members of 
the ALF and ELF descended upon 
McDonald's corporate offices in 
Haupauge. Here we smashed over 10 
windows and spray-painted anti- 
meat slogans against environmental 
destruction. We will not be stopped." 

Two days later, on December 9, the 
ELF increased its pressure by burning 
one two-story condo and damaging 
three others at the Spring Lake hous- 
ing development in Middle Island. 
This action caused over $200,000 in 
damages. A communique issued by 
the ELF said: "The Earth Liberation 
Front claims responsibility for the 
fires that ravaged the Birchwood at 
Spring Lake housing development in 
Middle Island, Long Island. During 
the night of December 9, members of 
the ELF crept into the construction 
site and placed incendiaries in four 
rows of condominiums. The 
structures were checked thor- 
oughly for the presence of any 
occupants (human or animal) 
before being set. All of the in- 
cendiaries ignited successfully 
and the resulting fires gutted 
almost 16 nearly completed 
luxury homes, which were to 
be sold at several hundred 
thousand dollars each. Mes- 
sages denouncing urban sprawl 
were scrawled on many of the 
remaining future dens of the 
wealthy elite. Survey stakes 
were also pulled up to prevent 
the planned expansion of the 
housing development along 
the border of a New York State 
Conservation Area. The actions of 
those who orchestrated the construc- 
tion are absolutely intolerable, so we 
are now declaring an unbounded war 
on urban sprawl. As the stakes of the 
struggle continue to expand so will 
our methods and tactics. Window 
breaking and disabling vehicles can 


only do so much, and in a battle with 
our Earth in the balance we cannot 
hold back or go soft on those pillag- 
ing the planet for profit. Hopefully, 
the several million dollars in destruc- 
tion will provide an unmistakable 
message to developers that their land 
rape will now be more costly than 
ever before." 


Long Island authorities and main- 
stream media claimed there were 
$200,000 in damages compared to 
the several million suggested by the 
ELF. Authorities claim that some of 
the incendiaries failed, but there has 
been no confirmation of this by neu- 
tral interests. 

The ELF struck again on December 
19, torching a home under construc- 
tion in Miller Place, Long Island. The 
communique from the ELF stated in 
part: "... accelerants were poured over 
the house and lighted. Let there be 
no mistake that this was a nonvio- 
lent action, and the house was 
searched for any living thing before 
being set alight. This is the latest in a 
string of actions in the war against 
urban sprawl. 

"Forests, farms and wetlands are 
being replaced with a sea of houses, 
green chemical lawns, blacktop, and 
roadkill. Farmland is being bought 
out by land developers because of 
their inability to compete with cheap, 
corporate, genetically engineered, 
pesticide-saturated food. The time has 
come to decide what is more impor- 
tant: the planet and the health of its 
population or the profits of those 
who destroy it." 


The ELF took more action on Long 
Island on December 29 by burning 
four new luxury homes under con- 
struction. A communique read as fol- 
lows: "As an early New Year's gift to 
Long Island's environment destroy- 
ers, the Earth Liberation Front vis- 
ited a construction site on December 



A Long Island ELF warning to developers 



A worker removes another Long Island ELF calling card. 


29 and set fire to four unsold luxury 
houses nearly completed at Island 
Estates in Mount Sinai, Long Island. 
Hopefully, this caused nearly $2 mil- 
lion in damage. This hopefully pro- 
vided a firm message that we will not 
tolerate the destruction of our Is- 
land. Recently, hundreds of houses 
have been built over much of Mount 
Sinai's picturesque landscape, and de- 
velopers now plan to build an addi- 
tional 189 luxury houses over the 
farms and forests adjacent to Island 
Estates. This action was done in soli- 
darity with Josh Harper, Craig 
Rosebraugh, Jeffrey "Free" Luers and 
Craig "Critter" Marshall, Andrew 
Stepanian, Jeremy Parkin and the 
countless other known and unknown 
activists who suffer persecution, in- 
terrogation, police brutality and 
crappy jail conditions, yet stand 
strong. Whether it's denying a pris- 
oner vegetarian or vegan food or 
phone calls (which is a right), or 
inflicting even the terrorism of the 
grand jury, they stand strong. Op- 
pression of our brothers and sisters 
will only make us uproot our tactics, 
by means, frequency and cost. The 
more brutality you give our brothers 
and sisters, the more money we cause 
the oppressors. Our hearts go out to 
all of them. Keep up the fight. Never 
give in." 



Melo's Construction Corporation was targeted 


January 14. 

The group left its mark on Long 
Island for the eleventh time in re- 
cent months on January 14, burning 
an articulated loader and a pickup 
truck at Melo's Construction Corpo- 
ration in Miller Place. A 
communique stated in part: "...This 
action was done in solidarity with 
Long Island's Andrew Stepanian. 
Stepanian is a very prominent mem- 
ber of the Animal Defense League 
and is now serving jail time for a 
crime he did not commit. This is a 
pristine example of how law enforce- 
ment agents are unable to catch the 
real perpetrators and instead target 
vocal, above-ground activists." 

It is clear that the ELF is growing 
not only on Long Island but in the 
United States as a whole, due in part 
to the realization that state-sanc- 
tioned means of protest on their own 
are not protecting life on this planet. 
We at the North American Earth Lib- 
eration Front Press Office congratu- 
late the individuals involved in the 
ELF for their bravery, their increas- 
ing perseverance, and their efforts to 
protect all that is natural and real on 
this planet. You are an inspiration. 
Keep it up. 

For more information, contact 
North American Earth Liberation 
Front Press Office, POB 4783, Port- 
land, OR 97208; (503) 478-0902; 
elfpress@tao.ca. 


r~ \ 

A LONG ISLAM) ELF CELL 
EXPLAINS ITS TACTICS 

The following is excerpted from a 
Long Island ELF communique is- 
sued after the December 29 fire at 
Mt. Sinai's Island Estates: 

Q: Aren't there environmen- 
tal groups who are supposed to 
take care of these problems? 

A: Yes, but obviously they’re 
not getting the job done. Other- 
wise there wouldn't be houses for 
us to burn down! All successful 
movements in history have had a 
variety of methods, from educa- 
tion all the way to direct action. 

Q: Are you terrorists? 

A: No, we condemn all forms of 
terrorism. A common definition 
of terrorism is “to reduce to a 
state of fear or terror." We are 
costing them money... We are 
non-violent. Houses were 
checked for all forms of life and 
we even moved a propane tank 
out of the house all the way across 
the street just in case, in a worst 
case scenario, the firefighters 
could get hurt... 

Q: Don't companies have the 
right to property? 

A: We are just trying to cost the 
rich sprawl corporations enough 
money so they stop destroying 
the planet, and thus the health, 
well-being and existence of hu- 
mankind. Corporations do not 
have rights. Humans do. Corpo- 
rations lost their "right" to prop- 
erty the second the Earth's in- 
habitants lost their, freedom to 
life and happiness... 

Q: Why don't you use legal 
methods? 

A: They don't work as well. Ma- 
hatma Gandhi disobeyed the law 
to free his people. Harriet Tubman 
used illegal methods to free slaves 
on the underground railroad. 
Nelson Mandela even used vio- 
lent methods to end Apartheid. 
John Brown killed slaveowners 
and raided a federal arsenal to try 
to start a slave revolt. How many 
successful movements in history 
can you think of off the top of 
your head that came about only 
by education? How do you "pro- 
test" against slavery? Holding 
signs and handing out flyers on 
southern plantations? Today, 
these "unlawful" people are all 
seen as martyrs, and someday we 
will be too. Try to realize this now. 
Not all laws are just. Malcolm X 
says "By Any Means Necessary" 
in order to obtain freedom. But, 
we do not hurt people, we never 
have in our long history, and we 
never will. We respect all life, 
even our worst enemies that give 
us cancerous drinking water. (If 
someone is going to shoot you in 
the back six times, do you nicely, 
kindly ask him to shoot you only 
three or four times? No, you 
freakin' turn around and punch 
them in the face, grab the gun 
from them, and shove it up their 
ass!) The Earth isn't dying, it's 
being killed, and those who are 
killing it have names and ad- 
dresses. What are you doing for 
the Earth tonight? No Compro- 
mise In Defense of Our Earth! 
Stop Urban sprawl or we will. 

\ J 
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Luddism in the New Millennium: 


DK: Was there one event 
which brought about the per- 
spective you have? 

KS: No one single event. Just the accumulation of 
knowledge about the world around me. I started out 
some years ago with the sense that it was the Ameri- 
can system that was wrong. Then I was led to a sense 
that it was the 20th century American system that 
was wrong, then that it was the capitalist arrange- 
ment that was wrong, then that it was industrialism 
that was wrong. Finally, broader than that, I came to 
see that it was the entire Western civilization that was 
wrong. But this didn't hit me in one day. This was a 
long process of understanding who the enemy is. 

But at some point, I also got the beautiful sense of 
what to replace this with. That is when I came to fall 
in love with the mountain across from where I live 
on the Hudson River. I was observing it one day in 
kind of a detached way and it spoke to me. I felt this 
connection to it that I had never felt before with 
anything. And I understood that the feeling that I 
was feeling for that mountain was one of love, that 
it was a place that was special and holy and magical 
and precious and alive. All this 
washed over me. What we need 
to put in place of all that we 
have around us now, this in- 
dustrial civilization, is not just 
a smaller society or one of al- 
ternative technology, but one 
that takes all of its understand- 
ing from nature. As Herbert 
Read says, "only a people serv- 
ing an apprenticeship with 
nature can be trusted with ma- 
chine." The kind of life that we 
want to live can be taught to us 
by nature if we will undergo 
that apprenticeship. 

DK: So at whit point was your 
social consciousness born? 

KS: It may have been the time 
in 1958 when I led a rebellion 
against the Cornell University 
administration and we began 
what was the student power 
movement, although we didn't • 

know to call it that at the time. Or was it a few years 
after that, in 1 96 1 , when we tried to sing folk songs in 
Washington Square and the police came and beat us 
up with their truncheons? Or was it the time in 1 965, 
with the Vietnam War escalation, and the protests 
that followed and the failure of the country to re- 
spond? I don't know... 

DK: Do you think the Luddites are misunderstood 
today? 

KS: Of course. Everyone assumes they were bad 
people who were against all technology and were 
fools to resist it. I think in general the Luddite image 
is negative in most people's minds today — people 
who should know better. Today people will say "Well, 
you don't want to use a computer, then you must be 
a Luddite," meaning a social outcast. Or people will 
say, "Well, I am no Luddite, but I can't reset the clock 
on my VCR," meaning 1 don't want to be thought of 
against technology, mind you. 

DK: The connotation is that Luddism is taking us 
back since it is human nature to progress, build on 
and go forth. 

KS: If you have a view like that, and I think it is 
probably the view of our culture, then you are a 
perfect slave of the modern mindset and a great asset 
for industrialism. To believe that what has happened 
to humankind in the last 200 years is progress is to fall 
into the trap that industrialism has tried to lure you 
into which says that anything new is good and 
tomorrow is better than today because we have more 
material advantages and more ease and speed in our 
life and this is good. You buy into that and you've 
bought into their way of thinking. The Luddites did 
not want to turn the clock back. They wanted to stop 
the Industrial Revolution. They wanted to keep the 
ways of life they had enjoyed for centuries, based on 
the family and community, using some fairly com- 


An Interview with Kirkpatrick. Sal 

plex technologies but the kind they had known for 
years. They said, "We want to cling to this way of life. 

We don't want a life where we are forced into facto- 
ries, forced onto machines we can't control and 
forced from village self-sufficiency into urban depen- 
dency and servitude." 

DK: Where do monkeywrenchers and ecosaboteurs 
fit in with your analysis of direct action? 

KS: They are precisely Luddistic. What makes them 
different is they are operating on a wider scale and 
with isolated actions rather than having these com- 
pressed geographic outbursts that the Luddites did. 

But philosophically, they are right in the same line. 

DK: In the context of today's direct action environ- 
mental movement, have you observed examples of 
radical actions similar to those that occurred in 
Nottingham, England, during the Luddite protests? 

KS: No, that's why the Luddites are so firmly fixed 
in our minds as the anti-machine people, because 
there haven't been a lot of things like that. 


by David Kupfer 

Kirkpatrick Sale has quietly distinguished himself as the leading" icono- 
clast writer in the movement to perpetuate the survival of humankind. 
The unstated goal of his 40-year activist-oriented writing career seems 
rather clear: influence people, public psychology and the sentiment of 
industrial society toward a saner, more sustaining future. His articles have 
appeared in the Nation, New York Times Magazine, Utne Reader, New 
Internationalist, Resurgence and the Ecologist. 

On a personal level, I know him as an atypical cynical realist visionary, a 
Deep Ecology wise guy who never ceases to challenge my thinking. His 
landmark books include SDS (1973), Power Shift: The Rise of the Southern Rim 
and its Challenge to the Eastern Establishment (1975), Human Scale (1980), 
Dwellers in the Land: The Bioregional Vision (1985), The Conquest of Paradise: 
Christopher Columbus and the Columbian Legacy ( 1990), The Green Revolution: 
The American Environmental Movement (1992), Rebels Against the Future, the 
Luddites and Their War on the Industrial Revolution: Lessons for the Computer 
Age (1996). Sale's next book, The Fire of His Genius: Robert Fulton 
and the American Dream, explores the darker side of the Ameri 
can Dream and the inventor, who in the early 1800s was the 
first to successfully run steamboats up the Hudson. We sat 
down in New York City's Greenwich Village last Septem- 
ber to discuss the current state of his views. 


DK: Can you project an- 
other similar such uprising? 

KS: Protests have always 
gone on: Luddite-like vio- 
lence in Europe in the 19th 
century, the burning of facto- 
ries in America in the early 
years of the Industrial Revolu- 
tion. Worldwide we see a lot of 
protests against biotechnology. The 
Cargill plant in India was burned down 
several years ago. There are protests like that all the 
time. French farmers are up in arms because of the 
effort in that country to do away with small farms and 
install agribusiness — the anti-McDonald's sentiment. 
The uproar throughout Europe about biochemically 
altered, genetically engineered food, all that stuff 
going on. But I don't see an uprising on the scale of 
the Luddites. The property damage in Seattle, the 
burning of the ski resort in Vail, ecotage actions 
across the country, these are absolutely in the Luddite 
tradition and represent the best kind of response, but 
it is not an uprising — yet. 

DK: How has EF! shaped the environmental move- 
ment over the past 20 years? 

KS: It has been there at the forefront as a reminder 
to all the liberal legalistic elements of the environ- 
mental movement — the Washington do-good parts 
of the environmental movement — that they are 
making compromises, and EF! is not. They are play- 
ing legalistic games, but there's still somebody out 
there who is holding their toes to the fire and telling 
them that that's not good enough. To compromise 
is what Washington lobbyists and those liberal en- 
vironmentalists do, and EF! is saying no! It is a badly 
needed message which must be repeated over and 
over, again and again. The whole world would be 



much poorer if we didn't 
have EF!, Sea Shepherd, 
and some other groups out 
there reminding us how serious this is and how 
taking direct action is necessary. 

DK: What are your thoughts about those working 
to bring back imperiled species through breeding 
programs and reintroduction? 

KS: Restoration of species or the land is a useful, 
legitimate project. It is a science now, and a lot of 
quite ordinary people are engaged in it. There is a 
quarterly magazine, textbooks, college classes de- 
voted to it. It is far from a radical enterprise, but 
nonetheless, it is a legitimate attempt to make up for 
the disasters of the past. My notion of an Ecostery is 
built upon the environmental notion of restoration. 
That's what a small community of people can do on 
a small plot of land to restore, repair and protect it so 
that it has some resemblance to what it once was and 
what it should be. 

DK: You have predicted an eco-catastrophe striking 
the world around 2020. Why 2020 and what is your 
projection? 

KS: 2020 because it sounds good, and it is a fair 
approximation of when I think this disaster will 
accumulate and probably destroy much of surface 
life. My view of it is that it will be a combination of 
eco-disasters which will include rising sea levels 
due to the melting of the ice caps, particularly the 
Antarctic ice cap, increasing ozone layer loss so 
that there is what I call the "zapping" of people on 
Earth. Australia will be the first continent to go, 
and the birds will go blind. There will be all kinds 
of environmental disruptions triggering a lot of 
disasters and diseases. Plus there's the social de- 
cay — armed uprisings everywhere. It all seems about 
to happen in the next 20 years or so, and there is no 
sign that the corporate global juggernaut is going 
to halt this impending disaster. It is moving full 
steam ahead and the scientists can warn them over 
and over again and the protesters can take 
to the streets, but there is no sign that 
they are going to budge in any of their 
disastrous practices. That is why 1 
think it will happen. 

DK: What would you say to 
younger people to point them in a 
positive direction for their future? 

KS: Ecostery! Ecostery! I would 
particularly say for young people 
to immediately learn to live in the 
kind of community that devotes 
itself to nature. There are Indian 
communities of this kind. There are 
the Amish. There are some bioregional 
groups of this kind. There are inten- 
tional communities that follow this. None 
of it is as perfect or persuasive as it ought to be. 
But they don't need that. For a young person, it's 
sufficient to have the analysis of the importance of 
community and the necessity of being nature-based. 
You don't have to have models. You don't have to 
have older people. All you need is to live that life. 

DK: Finally, tell me of some positive signposts 
you've recently seen toward solving some of the 
problems we've been talking about. 

KS: I don't see any solution to these problems. 
That's exactly the point. Because these problems 
are not going to be solved, they will go on to create 
this catastrophe that I suggest is going to happen to 
us. And the sensible response I am arguing is to turn 
our backs on this society and establish these small, 
nature-based communities which don't attempt to 
solve the problems, just ignore the problems and to 
create sustained communities in their own way 
wherever they are located. This is a basic principle 
of bioregionalism that people can learn, each in 
their own place, how to live in the right way. And 
that is a healthy thing to do, whereas believing you 
can solve these problems and change the system is 
not healthy. In the same way, this is the principle 
of the Ecostery — living the right way without re- 
gard to the governments and other institutions of 
the world. 
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One after another, US fighter planes 
roared directly over the treetops near 
where we were standing. It was like 
hell on Earth; definitely the most ter- 
rifying experience I'd ever had. Each 
time there were earsplitting, indescrib- 
able blasts of noise from the bombing 
and machine-gunning aimed at tar- 
gets about one-half mile away. Those 
targets are just that, targets. They are 
not always, nor even usually, hit. Un- 
believably, this has been going on 


the shooting. Bullets go through their 
windows. Cracks and pock marks are 
plainly visible in walls and roofs. 
When the flights finally stop for a 
while, villagers go to collect oysters. 
They frequently encounter 
unexploded bombs. 

We visited one home in Maehyang- 
ri where a bomb landed on a home on 
May 8. An elderly resident of the house 
graciously agreed to let all of us traipse 
through her modest farm home, past 


“Among other things > they would fly kites 
to distract low flying pilots, and when the 
range was being buUt they tried to stop 
construction by putting their bodies in front 
of the buUdozers, ff 


every weekday for 50 years from 8:00 
a.m. until 1 1 :00 p.m. Four hundred to 
700 bombs are dropped each day by 
the A-10 and F-16 US fighter aircraft 
as they swoop over this deceptively 
serene and bountiful countryside. 
Nearby are 10 humble seaside farm- 
ing villages, the closest one being 
Maehyang-ri, located barely one mile 
from the targets. The place is South 
Korea, about 50 miles south of Seoul 
on the west coast. 

We were there last July 18-19, as 
part of a fact-finding delegation of 
the International Investigation Com- 
mission on US Military Massacres of 
Civilians and on the Maehyang-ri US 
Air Force Bombing Range, initiated by 
the Korea Truth Commission. One 
member of our delegation was Ishmael 
Guadeloupe, a leader of the Commit- 
tee for the Rescue and Development 
of Vieques, the island in Puerto Rico 
which is also being used as a bombing 
range by the US Navy. 

Here in South Korea the targets for 
the bombs are islands in the beautiful 
bay, from which people and wildlife 
derive their livelihoods by fishing. 
One island has been entirely obliter- 
ated. Another, which had been three 
kilometers long, has been reduced to 
two-thirds its original size. 
Unexploded ordnance, undoubtedly 
thousands of tons, has accumulated 
everywhere in the bay, on the beaches 
and in the fields. Workers at the range 
clear out as much as they can after 
each day's practice. Brian Willson, a 
member of a previous delegation and 
an Air Force veteran who became an 
outspoken critic of the Vietnam War, 
observed that A-lOs are "tank-killers" 
which means they use depleted ura- 
nium (DU) shells. As a result of the 
uproar created by Willson, the mili- 
tary was compelled to admit they use 
DU at the Koon-ni Range at 
Maehyang-ri. This adds radioactive 
contamination to all the other toxic 
wastes and oil, including waste from 
napalm bombs accumulating in the 
environment. Through the years, at 
least 12 people have been killed and 
numerous others have been wounded 
by bombs that went astray. 

Many bombs are found in the vil- 
lages, and there are thousands on the 
hillsides surrounding the area. 
People's homes continue to be hit by 


drying herbs and farm animals, to see 
the hole in the roof of her garage and 
the bomb itself. 

The constant bombardment, with 
its unbearable noise and pollution, 
has taken a great toll on villagers' 
health. One woman was hospitalized 
recently, just from the shock. The 
number of cancer cases in the nearby 



Take that, riot cops — June 17 in Maehyang-ri 


villages is disproportionately large and 
growing. Countless women experi- 
ence miscarriages, and birth defects 
are on the increase. It also affects non- 
human animals. We were told by vil- 
lagers about a dog who recently had a 
miscarriage and about a farmer who 
had lost 2,500 chickens. We also heard 
that 80 percent of those attending a 
regional school for children with 
learning disabilities come from 
Maehyang-ri. 

The head of the village resistance 
movement, Chun Mankyu, told us 
his father had killed himself. He then 
unbuttoned his shirt revealing a large, 
long, scarlet scar on his chest. He too, 
had tried to commit suicide. But then 
for his children's sake, and for all the 
children of the community, he de- 
cided to fight back. He sold his mod- 
est home, moved into a smaller place, 
and quit his job so he could devote 
himself full-time to the movement to 
close down the bombing range. 

Owned by Lockheed-Martin 

Fockheed-Martin now owns the 
Koon-ni Range. Somehow this kind 
of military privatization comes as no 
surprise. Fifty years of dropping 
bombs and spraying bullets has to be 
incredibly lucrative for arms manu- 
facturers, who not only use up all 


that ordnance but also glean infor- 
mation to help them build bigger 
and better weapons. 

Looking out over the Koon-ni Range 
one is struck by the verdant land- 
scape where fields of corn, rice and 
other crops grow exuberantly behind 
the barbed wire. The villagers ex- 
plained that they have been forced 
to pay the military for use of these 
lands to grow crops and can only 
work them on the weekends when 
there is no bombing. This is on prop- 
erty, as with all 97 US bases in South 
Korea, which was taken over by the 
US military without payment. 

Protests grow 

For the better part of 50 years, be- 
cause of repression, most Koreans 
knew nothing about Maehyang-ri. The 
people of these villages were isolated. 
Nevertheless, local residents did take 
action many times. Among other 
things, they would fly kites to distract 
low flying pilots, and when the range 
was being built they tried to stop 
construction by putting their bodies 
in front of the bulldozers. 

On December 12, 1998, when a 
petition protesting the noise pollu- 
tion from the firing range failed to 
get response from the 
government, people 
went to the base say- 
ing, "bomb me.” 
About 1,500 villagers 
occupied the bomb- 
ing range. 

Now, hundreds of 
t housands of students, 
farmers and workers 
are joining the pro- 
tests. A huge demon- 
stration on June 17 in 
Maehyang-ri drew a 
large contingent of 
auto workers from the 
Kia Motor Company. 
(Kia had recently built a plant not far 
from Maehyang-ri.) They demanded 
the military close down the Koon-ni 
bombing range. About 500 demon- 
strators broke through the fence and 
entered to occupy the range. Some 
were injured by the police. Chun 
Mankyu ripped down the orange flag 
which is hoisted each morning to 
signal the start of the bombing. He 
and others were arrested and impris- 
oned. When we met Chun, he had 


injuries to residents just as in 
Maehyang-ri. But the situation in 
Maehyang-ri is not yet as well-known 
internationally, despite the powerful 
movement in South Korea against the 
bombing range. 

On the second day we were at the 
site, having been fed and taken care of 
by wonderful young activists working 
with the Maehyang-ri Task Force, we 
took part in a large rally of students. 
They had come by the hundreds de- 
spite unbearably hot, humid weather 
and having had their buses turned 
back by the police miles down the 
road. The rally was under way when 
the flights resumed not far above our 
heads. A member of our delegation, 
Elmar Schmaeling, a former admiral 
in the German Navy turned peace 
activist, observed that the planes were 
unloading their bombs and bullets 
too soon to hit the targets. Walter 
Black, a Korean War veteran, also now 
a peace activist and a member of the 
delegation, agreed with the admiral. 
They both expressed alarm that this 
was quite dangerous for all those tak- 
ing part in the protest. It was viewed 
as an act of intimidation aimed at the 
students. 

Hundreds of menacing South Ko- 
rean soldiers and police arrived by the 
busloads and gathered inside the ra- 
zor-wire fence or in the road and on 
the hills surrounding the protesters. 
South Korean forces, made up of 
young conscripts who have no choice 
but to be there, are always used to 
protect the US military. 

While we were in Seoul, there was 
another large spirited rally and march 
confronting hundreds of helmeted 
police at the prison where the 
Maehyang-ri protesters were being 
held. Three had been released but 
three were still incarcerated. One of 
the slogans of the march was: "Repeal 
the Status of Forces Agreement," un- 
der which the United States virtually 
controls South Korea. 

Rarely during my travels in South 
Korea did I see an American soldier, 
though there are 37,000 stationed on 
97 bases in a country which is one- 
fourth the size of California. There 
were two exceptions. As our group 
walked a mile down the road to the 
entrance of the Koon-ni bombing 
range, an American soldier waved at 
me as a military vehicle passed by. 


“Four hundred to 700 bombs are dropped 
each day by the A-IO and F-16 US fighter 
aircraft as they swoop over this deceptively 
serene and bountiful countryside 


just been released thanks to the bur- 
geoning movement in South Korea 
which is demanding: "US military out 
of Korea!" 

The powerful protests against the 
Navy's bombing range on the island 
of Vieques have captured worldwide 
attention and support as well. The 
bombing practice on Vieques has de- 
spoiled the environment of the re- 
gion, devastated the livelihoods of 
the island's population who depend 
on fishing, and resulted in deaths and 


Another time, because I am tall, I 
could peer over the heads of South 
Korean militia who were lined up 10 
deep to guard the US Army base where 
protesters gathered. I could see two or 
three men in US military uniforms. I 
thought, "surely they must feel un- 
welcome." 

For more information, contact 
Green Korea United, 605 The Korean 
Ecuminical Building, 136-561, Younji- 
Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Ko- 
rea; environ@chollian.net. 
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Logging Temporarily Halted 

The US Forest Service is temporarily 
prohibiting timber sales and logging on 
11-million acres of national forests in 
California's Sierra Nevada Mountains. 
The three-month suspension includes 
an area equal to 17,200 square miles 
stretching from the Sequoia National 
Forest north of Los Angeles, along the 
mountains past Yosemite National Park 
and Lake Tahoe, to the Modoc National 
Forest on the Oregon border. 

The suspension that went into effect 
December 1 1 was a response to an Octo- 
ber 13 lawsuit by activists wanting to 
protect the habitat of several endangered 
species, including the northern spotted 
owl and the Pacific fisher. 

Forestry officials reluctantly agreed to 
the suspension in part out of concern that 
the judge in the suit might repeat a 1991 
federal ruling that stopped logging in the 
Pacific Northwest to protect the owl. The 
suspensionis scheduled to last until March 
1, or until a decision is announced on the 
Sierra Nevada Framework. 

Plaintiffs in the lawsuit want the fed- 
eral judge to prohibit logging until the 
framework is completed. 

Dunes Off Limits 

On November 2, in a partial settle- 
ment of a federal lawsuit brought on by 
activists, the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) banned off-road vehicles in 
49,000 acres of the 150,000-acre Imperial 
Sand Dunes Recreation Area east of 
Brawley, California. The Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity (CBD), the Sierra Club 
and others sued the federal government 
for failing to protect the Peirson's milk- 
vetch, an endangered plant endemic to 
the Imperial Valley desert. 

Thanksgiving weekend brought an esti- 
mated 80,000 off-roaders to the area, keep- 
ing law enforcement officers and monitors 
busy. After last year's Thanksgiving week- 
end crowd grew surly, the BLM called in 
reinforcements with personnel from the 
National Park Service, Forest Service, Cus- 
toms Service, Border Patrol and the Impe- 
rial County Sheriffs Department. 

Daniel Patterson, adesert biologist with 
the CBD who headed a group monitoring 
the restricted areas, said he and other 
monitors were threatened by off-roaders 
who surrounded them with their vehicles. 

"Too many off-roaders have an anti- 
environment viewpoint and complete 
contempt for this agreement," Patterson 
said. He added that his group will decide 
later whether to take further legal ac- 
tion. The restrictions are meant to be 
temporary until an overall environmen- 
tal plan is developed, leading off-roaders 
to suspect that the final plan will in- 
clude complete closure. 

Interfor Attackers Get Off 
Easy 

Five International Forest Products 
(Interfor) employees were sentenced Janu- 
ary 4 in Squamish Provincial Court in 
British Columbia, Canada, for their in- 
volvement in a violent mob attack against 
forest defenders on September 15, 1999. 
Each defendant received a suspended sen- 
tence, one year probation, 40 hours com- 
munity service and was ordered to attend 
an anger management course and to write 
letters of apology; four were also ordered 
to each pay $1,250 dollars restitution. 

Justice Burdette also found that the 
attack was "premeditated and was vigi- 
lante violence." She found that Interfor 
"at the very least, gave tacit corporate 
approval" for its employees' actions. 

Activists expressed outrage at the le- 
niency of the sentences, contrasting 
them with those given to nonviolent 
protesters, such as 72-year-old great 
grandmother Betty Krawczyk. She has 
now been incarcerated for over 100 days 
of her one-year jail term for standing on 
a logging road. 


Hemispheric Forest Threat 

by Steve Holmer 

The Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) is a free trade 
and investment agreement being negotiated amongst the 
governments of North, Central and South America and 
the Caribbean. It is modeled after the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between North America, 
Canada and Mexico. 

Negotiations are scheduled for completion in 2005. How- 
ever, negotiators claim to be ahead of schedule and expect 
that a draft text will be completed by the end of this year. 
President-elect George W. Bush has expressed plans to 
push swiftly ahead with the FTAA. 

The goal of the FTAA is to create a free trade and invest- 
ment zone that extends from northern Canada to the 
southern tip of Chile. As with NAFTA, "free trade and 
investment" means reducing government regulations on 
corporations, opening markets to foreign competition and 
expanding trade in all products, including forest products. 
In fact, it appears that the FTAA will include a Global Free 
Logging Agreement (GFLA) like that proposed and thus far 
defeated at the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

We can use NAFTA as a model to predict the impact of the 
FTAA on forests. After signing NAFTA, all three countries 
involved lowered protections for forests and biodiversity; 
15 US forest product companies set up new operations in 
Mexico taking advantage of lower environmental and 
labor safeguards. One US corporation, Boise Cascade, has 
been linked to extreme human rights abuses against forest 
activists in Mexico. Boise Cascade has also been blocked in 
its plans to open the world's largest chip mill in the heart 
of Chile's endangered rainforests by Chilean and US citizen 
opposition. However, the FTAA could be the silver bullet 
the company needs to push its plans to completion. 

The FTAA would promote unbridled hemisphere-wide 
consumption of forest products without a single 
biodiversity safeguard. US negotiators expect that the 
FTAA will also include investment liberalization initia- 
tives like those included in NAFTA and the ill-fated Mul- 
tilateral Agreement on Investment that allow corpora- 
tions to sue governments if environmental laws cause 
their properties to lose economic value. 

In fact, a member of the United States Trade 
Representative's office confirmed that the FTAA Market 
Access Negotiating Group is working on tariff elimination 
and non-tariff trade barrier (NTB) removal for forest prod- 
ucts. NTBs are forest and species protections that are argued 
to interfere with free trade. 

Tariff elimination could increase the consumption of 
forest products, while the elimination of NTBs could 
threaten existing and future forest protection laws and 
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Getting the message out during the protest against the FTAA last June 
initiatives. Current logging practices have decimated the 
world's forests. An increase in such unsustainable practices 
will hasten the destruction of the world's native forests. 

With a GFLA, US laws designed to protect forests, the 
environment and small locally owned mills can be chal- 
lenged under the FTAA as NTBs. If challenged and defeated, 
these laws would have to be eliminated or the US would 
face costly trade sanctions. The record of trade agreements 
vs. the environment thus far proves that when faced with 
a trade-off between free trade and environmental protec- 
tion, the environment always loses. 

Forest protections that could be threatened include a ban 
on the export of raw logs from federal and most state lands; 
federal and state green procurement laws such as those 
requiring the use of recycled paper; eco-labeling and certi- 
fication laws used to identify environmentally friendly 
products; and laws to protect against invasive species. 

For more information contact American Lands Alliance 
726 7th Street SE, Washington, DC 20003; (202) 547-9105; 
www.americanlands.org. 


Qall To Action: Resist the LTAA 
April ZO-ZZ — Quebec City 


April 20-22, 2001, Quebec City has the dubious 
honor of hosting the Summit of the Americas, which 
brings together the 34 heads of state of North, South 
and Central America, as well as the Car- 
ibbean (except Cuba). Besides the usual 
scare-mongering about security and 
terrorism, and empty rhetoric about . \ Vjg 

democracy and human rights, the 
stated purpose of the Summit will be 
to put the final touches on the Free jis 

Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) agree- nm 

ment. The Summit of the Americas meeting Bn Pi 
will be the largest police and security opera- / Ilf 
tion in Canadian history, all while the 34 / fjf 

leaders and an entourage of big business n II 
elites, technocrats and corporate media # jjj 

enjoy their cocktail parties, gala dinners lj fj 
and public relations spectacles. 

In April, the Anti-Capitalist Conver- 
gence (La Convergence des luttes anti- 
capitalistes, or CLAC, in French) will participate in a 
large-scale grassroots mobilization against the FTAA. 
The CLAC, which is based in Montreal, is organizing 


a Carnival Against Capitalism (which will include 
teach-ins, conferences, workshops, concerts, caba- 
rets, street theatre, direct actions, protests and more) 
as well as helping to convene a North 

r American conference in conjunction 
with Peoples' Global Action against 
"Free” Trade. We are hoping to facili- 
tate a convergence in Quebec City of a 
vast array of people who aim to create a 
world free of oppression. 

, The CLAC believes it is possible to radically 

Nfck and creatively oppose imperialism and the 

\\ capitalist system while at the same time 
maintaining the spirit of openness that is 
necessary to develop a diverse and plu- 
ralistic resistance movement. The mobi- 
lization against the Summit of the Ameri- 
cas is being organized within the frame- 
work of a long-term struggle, in the North 
and South, against capitalist globalization. 

For more information, contact CLAC, 2035 St. 
Laurent Blvd., 2nd Floor, Montreal, Canada H2X 
2T3; (514) 526-8946; clac@tao.ca. 
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What exactly is Canopy Action Network? The vision behind CAN is that as a united front all of our actions ^ 

will be more effective. This does not mean that all groups listed are using the same tactics or following the % tyf -i&u 

same ideology, but we do share a common purpose - we want to see native forests and wildlife left alone. In v ”, , V; 

amerika, the majority of unprotected intact ancient forests primarily reside in the northwestern states. 

Originally, we were focusing on this area. We’ve now branched out to British Columbia and Australia. The 
hope is that when we speak of a specific action, we speak of it in the context of a larger, connected t 

movement to protect forests. All of these affinity groups are autonomous self-organizing community 
groups that together can become more of a force to be reckoned with. This larger affinity doesn't allow 
for easy dismissal of what are perceived as isolated fringe groups. 

An informal network of Forest Defenders has always existed. When composing the branches list 
in the centerfold, we were struck with the intensity of effort that has been put forth to protect native forests 
at the direct action level alone. Isolation and alienation are diseases of our modern life; at least knowing that 
there are others out there working on the same issue in another watershed can be a source of inspiration. This network is simple, composed of three elements that will allow 
for people to get involved wherever they are: 

Canopy Action Network’s toll-free hotline 1-888-pickAxe 
Canopy Action Network's website www.pickaxe.org/can/index.htmi 

And this newsletter. . .The hope is that different campaigns will take turns at putting out a similar newsletter that connects and updates all the direct action forest campaigns and creates a 
forum for new ideas and campaign/strategy analysis. The concept of CAN can be as broad as people want to take it such as regional skillshares or treesitter exchanges. In this last year, CAN 
sponsored nationwide climbing trainings, hikes, in-town climbing events and a road show. People are needed to regularly update the website, hotline and to put out any future newsletters. Please contact us with your ideas and empower 
yourselves to start organizing around the Canopy Action Network concept and spread this newsletter around freely. 
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The history of treesitting as a tactic has evolved 
tremendously since its birth fifteen years ago. The first treesit was 
in Millenium Grove outside of Sweet Home, OR in 1 985. They set 
the first sit by spurring up the tree. Today treesitters girth trees, 
shoot fishing line or free climb to set the first line. Later that 
summer of 1985, sitters started to tie into other trees in the 
Millenium Grove, creating the first small village of about five to six 
treesitters R. Dendron was the first female treesitter in 1 986. In 
1 987, Randy Prince stayed in a seven and one-half foot pod for 
42 days in Southern Oregon’s North Kalmbpsis treesit. He only 
climbed down from his suspended pod and typewriter after a 
logger rendered the sit unstable by chainsawing into a third of 
the tree. During the summer of 1 987, treesitters went south to 
help with the first redwood sits on so-called private lands At 1 30 
feet, these sits in the Headwaters groves in Northern California 
were much higher. 

ROOTS 

The roots of treesitting reach far into prehistory The direct 
action tree villages of today share natural ties with some of the 
remaining dreaming tribes of New Guinea, Africa, and Indonesia 
wo have made their permanent homes in trees since memory 
began. There are tree people called Mava and Muscona in New 
Guinea living in tree houses 75 feet up. They sleep in dose quar- 
ters, shit from catwaks and have developed a sophisticated yo- 
deling-like language to call from tree to tree. Treesitters today do 
much of the same except their language is not so sophisticated 
and their inherited disconnection from the earth necessitates the 
use of ropes, harnesses and knots learned from books rather 
than vines and ancient traditions. The Mava and Muscona people 
live in trees in rugged mountainous terrain because it is the most 
defensible position. Although law enforcement have been able to 
pull treesitters down from shorter treesits, they are still one of 
the more empowered actions to be a part of. The Efe, an African 
pygmy tribe, climb tall trees to gather fruit and walk fearlessly 
around on the branches. As many as 20 climbers may be in the 
crown of a tree at once. Some of the best Cascadian climbers are 
at home 1 50-200 feet up, half-naked, barefoot and without their 
safely clipped on. Using vines, the Efe construct bridges between 
trees Similar techniques called traverses are used in modern 
day tree villages They are a means not only to connect one sit to 
the next but to link as many trees together as possible, so they will 
be protected. The He are superb arboreal engineers and can tie 
vines into many different knots, each with a special function. One 
climbing technique they use with vines, seems Ike a combination 
of girthing with prussic-like vines for stirrups The Dayak people 
of Malaysia are amazing tree climbers as well. They have been 
blockading development and deforestation of their native forests 





for the last 1 5 years. Inherently, tree people are tree defenders. 

The practicalities of living in the upper canopy were gleaned by 
scientists studying rain forests from traditional peoples In the 
1920s, Max Nicholson, who would later be one of the founders of 
the World Wildlife Fund, was part of an English expedition to explore 
the forest canopy in what was then British Guyana With the help of 
native climbers, they were able to string rope ladders from tree to 
tree. In the 1960s, an American researcher named Elliot Me Qure 
built a treesit in Malaysia 1 20 feet off the ground. For over three 
years, he and other students of the canopy were witness to the 
glorious details of life in the rainforest. This is similar to the magical 
visits with wildlife that only treesitters today are privy to. Me Qure last 
climbed this treesit at the age of 65; by 1 977, it and the surround- 
ing forest had been cut down to make way for the Trans-peninsular 
Highway 

BRANCHES 

The evolution of the tree villages of today came out of the Road 
Wars in England which began in 1 994. The Whitecroft woods hosted 
the first modern day tree village 60 feet up in beech trees This was 
where there were at least 45 treehouses and a total of four and half 
miles of walkways Another creation of this time period was internets 
or webs composed of nylon webbing cargo nets, trawler fishing 
nets or circus nets connecting tree to tree. Activists also used 
carabiner clips taped onto their wrists to prevent law enforcement 
from using their harnesses to pull them from the trees. Law en- 
forcement further developed violent, dehumanizing techniques Ike 
cutting off every branch below protesters that refused to come 
down. Another sit to note was the Mother Ship at Kennet Camp, 
Newbury, which was built between eight slender trees and could 
hold up to 30 people complete with kitchen. The three-story sit in 
The Beech at Fairmile took tree squatting to a new level. In 1 996, 
using the arboreal technology developed in the Road Wars in En- 
gland, the Owl Creek tree village at Headwaters in Northern Califor- 
nia was the first US manifestation of the long term upper canopy 
encampments that we see today. In 1997, the Love Pod was an- 
other highlight in treesitters’ history It was the first wrap-around 
treesit, roomy enough lor six or perhaps more. 

Today you’ll find variations of this original design, now called do- 
nuts, in most sit scenarios. In addition, the rocket stove has revolu- 
tionized some sits. It is energy efficient, made out of recycled tin 
cans and ash and can boil a pot of water using about twelve sticks 


The Luna treesit may be the originator of the first rain water collec- 
tion system. While Fall Creek in the WBamette National Forest hosted 
an exercise bke200feet up, platforms made with recycled innertubes 
and sticks are an innovation of the Wnberry treesit also in the 
Willamette. The Eagle Creek sit in the Mt. Hood NF in Oregon hosts 
a pod that one can actually wak upright around a 500-year-old tree 
named Truth. It is complete with propane heating, cooking and light- 
ing. 

There have been many other treesits in the past 1 5 years each 
with their own unique story One of the most successful treesit cam- 
paigns occurred recently at Watch Mountain, near a timber town 
called Randle in Lewis County,, Washington. It was an ideal example 
of a community organizing around a treesit. 

LEAVES AND BUDS 

The occupations of threatened forests are stretching from months 
to years The most publicized and well-known treesit campaign was 
the Luna treesit sat by Julia Butterfly It was built on her connection to 
Luna and her personal dedication, but Ike life, it had a bittersweet 
ending. Many treesitters continue to sit despite the losses and 
small successes because treesitting is more than a tactic. It has 
become a way of life. The life of the tree and the life of the treesitter 
become intertwined. One also lives a more simple life out in the 
forest free from most of Babylon. Treesitting can actually heal and 
sustain people living in our disconnected reality Spring, who treesat 
at several Oregon treesits expressed it Ike this: ‘‘Living closer and 
ever looking to nature, breakthroughs are made, deep personal 
issues are brought to light, and a new level of trust is necessitated 
by the willingness to live in the elements for a purpose higher than 
narrow, self-centered aims. Personal vision, communicated and 
shared through simple means, weaves the colorful fabric of the 
community We eat and sing together, ramble at dawn and rant at 
the coming of night. Everyday is an exercise in nonhierarchical or- 
ganization and the irrepressible quest for freedom. 

SEEDLINGS AND SAPLINGS 

At one point, in fall 1999, there were 1 1 treesits. Presently in 
2001, there are five active ones in (ascadia: Eagle Qeek, Wnberry, 
Fall Creek, Snog, and Ramsey Gulch. Around each tree sit or village 
is a community of dedicated forest activists wing to do whatever is 
needed to defend the last remaining ancient forests, from sitting in 
trees to organizing public events, to midnight escapades. In towns, 
on the ground, and in the trees, these communities are working 
together to create a new history of living forests 



II The future of forest defense may or may not lie in treesitting. Although one of the original intentions of Canopy Action Network was to highlight the impact of treesits, we have learned that this perspective is too limited. The act of | 
II treesitting has been a rewarding experience for treesitters. Forest occupations provide an amazing opportunity for people to connect radically with the earth, to create community and break out of the conditioning of consumer “culture”. 

These positive aspects are not normally present in other actions or tactics. For a time, people get a glimpse into what might be possible. 

In some ways, however, treesitting has become fetishized as an “end all, be all” tactic. Treesitting does have the potential to capture the imagination of the public as a spectacle and 

provides some defense of the forest that the sits are tied into. However, logging compa- _ n ' es ^ ave ta ^ en ,0 cutting around tree villages, diminishing the treesit’s effectiveness. Still, 

especially in treesits on public lands, the tactic has proved to be surprisingly effective _ / tactic. In Oregon and California, treesits have also been used in potential housing devel- 
opments where large urban greenways are threatened. 

Key factors seems to include timing, active community outreach, and ^ support, particularly in the local area. A well-timed treesit placed when all other 

avenues have failed, right before logging is about to start, can be a fulcrum point in which to push the sale to be cancelled. This can be especially true in 

areas where forest service and lumber companies are still put off guard and » * « ■ . . daunted by this tactic. This success is also dependent on a forest monitoring 

person or group who can challenge them on legal fronts as well. l\llOTS j 11 GTS ulIU CalaulllcrS 

Treesits, particularly tree villages, can be an intense drain on campaign offoteir'linal arlQlvcic '-if Irticmifc resources. Climbing gear is very expensive. In times of flux and over winter 

periods, maintaining a treesit village can be even more difficult. Practically, al- “ ^ “ cylLdt a Maly Sib Ul irtcSIlS though sometimes it is not realistic, you want to maintain a treesit for the short- 

est time possible. Also, one of the hard won lessons of early years was to never come out of the treesit until you have been replaced. It is important to really think about whether it is strategic to put up a treesit and whether you have the time and 
resources available to see it through to the end. A treesit is not an action to be taken lightly or put together without some long-term thought. Also, risk to treesitters escalates the longer the treesit stays up, requiring safety checks of gear and re- 
tensioning of ropes and platforms due to overuse. It is also crucial for skills to be passed on or a treesit can become a life-threatening situation. In private timber sales where hired climbers have been sent to physically evict the treesit, safety j 
and defense are particularly an issue. 

As seen with the cancellations of timber sales like Watch Mountain, Harry Thomas, Kaisen Gulch, Freshwater and portions of Snog, a well timed, thoughtful strategic treesit with strong community support can change the fate of \ 
Jorest. However, treesitting is just one of many tactics. Let's not limit ourselves. We should never forget the beauty of imagination, the wisdom of strategy and 

the bite of surprise. The sky's the limit! 
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Disclaimer- The views represented in this article 
are no t necessarily the views of any one person 
working on this tabloid or of any group men- „ 
' — tionedin these four pages . 



A spirit of solidarity for all earth defenders is needed from all whether part of 
the mainstream, liberal or radical thinking. Those working in the public eye 
need to realize that despite their personal actions, we all implicate each other 
i in the gaze of government repression. Law enforcement puts us all together 
despite declared disassociations. For example, just because one is working 
on labor issues and the environment in above ground fashion does not 

/ - ' mean that one is free from federal investigation, backlash or physical attack, (Judi 

Bari). Nor are those working on environmental legislative issues and public outreach free from approach from law enforcement when sabotage happens 
in their area, (Vail, Colorado). Compliance with local police and federal agents only serves to weaken solidarity within the greater movement. Having not committed 
the act in question, mainstream groups have nothing to fear, except the questioning and harassment from the government. Most environmental activists in other countries don’t have the opportunity to 
choose whether or not to hide behind their privilege. Individuals may be asked for seemingly insignificant information that may in turn incriminate those around you, despite their anonymity at that moment. It is not 
necessary to disavow yourself from said act. Say nothing except for insisting on your lawyer being present. This is your right. Don’t give away your fingerprints, computer files or anything to these law enforcement agencies. 
Even the most casual conversation can be misrepresented against you or some acquaintance or friend. Law enforcement, government and corporations are not your true allies, so why come to their aid? Since we are 
conveniently placed in boxes of mainstream, left and radical, the mainstream can point fingers away from its self. In general, the more radical the act the more the mainstream benefits from being the perceived group 
of reason on the issue. Those working under Earth Liberation Front guidelines maintain a code of nonviolence that is compatible with most forest protection groups, an agreement to protect all humyn 
and non-humyn life and a love for the wild. Where most groups part ideological ways is in the destruction of property. This tactic is used as a way to cause economic damage to earth destroying 
corporations or agencies in a way they can understand. Since many are blind or refuse to acknowledge their negative impact on our planet and only focus on their bottom line, economic sabotage sends a 
message that they cannot help but hear. This message comes from wildlands destroyed, species endangered, and human communities polluted. Reform has small successes but long-term change will only happen, if we not limit ourselves to 
homogenized thinking and tactics. Allowing for a diversity in actions and tactics is like opening a window and letting in fresh air. Continue using tactics like postcard mailings, lobbying, road shows and treesits while the elves do their nightwork, secure 
in our greater alliance. Let silence and non-compliance with federal investigations be your truest act of civil disobedience, which I suspect you are already no stranger to. 
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. . .As I sit basking in the rare November sunshine, two hundred feet up a tree, some may wonder why I am thinking and writing about 
privilege and oppression, instead of the forest. The way we treat each other, the conditioning we have all inherited and choose to accept or challenge, 
the underlying systems of oppression at hand and the destruction of the last remaining forests, are all deeply connected, some might say - one in 
the same. In communities of resistance dedicated to defending the forest our lives deeply interact as we often spend 24/7 with each other living in 
base camps and in treevillages. Intentionally or unintentionally, we are confronted by these issues of privilege and oppression on a daily basis. As 
time goes on, I realize most of us are in desperate need of some tools to navigate through this ever-unfolding process. And from this view, all of 
this seems vitally important to me. My time in the trees at Fall Creek has given me plenty of perspective from both my interactions with the human 
community and the native forest community. I see clearly that the forest will never be truly protected until this entire system of oppression is brought 
to a grinding halt. 

From what I have gathered from books I have read, people I have been lucky to meet or that I have sought out for their experience with 
these issues - the first step in unlearn- , t t t w >llli K ing our conditioning is to 

learn to understand our own privi- 
dynamics of privilege and oppres- 
first step. Once we have a grasp 
apply that understanding to any 
up. From this angle, we are not 
for example, in a vacuum but all the 
society: racism, dassism, homophobia, ageism, abilism, ecocide, genocide and the list goes on. . .. 

In every direct action campaign I have been involved in there’s been an underlying debate. Sometimes this debate was spoken and 
sometimes hidden, because the folks involved were experienced enough to know that if they just said the right thing the business of patriarchy could 
keep going along for all practical purposes. I’ve been trying not to simply focus on gender since that is the issue that directly affects me the most. I 
see this happen a lot. However, in our predominantly white, straight forest defense campaigns the debate usually runs along gender lines. A very 
simplified version is that when an issue comes up some folks can’t seem to spare the time and energy to deal with gender issues because of the 
“need’’ to focus on the bigger picture of why we are here. The general comments continue in the line of, “ We are here for the forest and if we stop 
and deal with every “minor" issue, we’ll never save the forest". Another voice, often a minority voice points out, “Ultimately we will never save the 
forest until the bigger picture of oppression is addressed. As long the rape and oppression of women continues so will the rape and oppression of 
the earth. It is one and the same.” 

As I sit up here writing this, I’m left wondering how long this debate will continue. How long I will speak and write the same words and have 
them fall upon deaf ears and blind eyes. Ears that are deafened and eyes that are blinded by our own privilege and our unwillingness to leave the 
security of our comfort zones. . .. 


— f 4tl cblAfJLy. tfct t&c [fO'Tt'U yj'JJ U 
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lege. Understanding the 
sion is important base, a 
on these concepts, we can 
issue or “ism” that comes 
just talking about sexism, 
systems of oppression in our 
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Ultimately, 

treesitting aims to 
protect forests. Along the 
way though, humans living in 
the treetops and on the ground in 
basecamps, can have their impacts on 
the forest. The Forest Service uses this, 
as rhetoric, to invalidate our forest 
campaigns. Of course, we know our impacts 
will never add up to the devastation of 
dearcutting. Nonetheless, we can always work to 
minimize our imparts. One main way is to be conscious 
i- v » of the wildlife we co-exist with in the upper canopy: 

tops on water jugs, no matter how small the opening is. 



•Make sure to always have 


•Always put lids on compost buckets. An animal can drown, get stuck or get smothered in a compost bucket with no lid and 
no way out. 

•Oon't feed wildlife. Furry creatures like flying squirrels can be very charming and it is tempting to feed them, especially 
since human food makes normally shy creatures chummier. 

The introduction of human food can throw off the natural balance of an entire area in ways we can’t even imagine. Not only 
is it a good idea to not feed wildlife, we have to “squirrel” proof all food buckets and quickly clean up food scraps and 
crumbs immediately after eating and cooking. Being clean has a new meaning in treesits. Not only do most 
people want to be neat in such a small space, but what is simply a chaotic room in town can be a death 
trap in a treesit. Wildlife attracted by a sweet smell can get stuck in a small container with no 
lid buried under a pile of papers, extra clothes and scattered recycling, that you 
didn’t even realize was there. All of this may seem obvious, but many 
people have had to learn the hard way. 



To the Treesitters#6 

The trees don’t try to get out of growing 

They dig in their roots and reach for a piece of the 

sky 

The trees don’t run away when they see people 
coming 

They’ve been growing longer than we have and 
have grown more generous 
Than we have had time to 

Early humans spent a lot of time in trees listening 
to their secrets 

Now the trees sore calling us back 
Maybe we are ready to hear more 

Water doesn’t worry about drowning 

Fire has no fear of burning up 

The soil hasn’t given up sprouting 

The wind isn’t afraid of being blown away 

And you don’t lose any sleep over becoming lost 

in the wild 

Steve Toth 
Hawthorne, CA 








by Whirlwind 

When you first hook up with EF! 
you learn some basic truths: Cops lie. 
No deals, assholes. No compromise 
in defense of Ivla Earth. But some of 
us have held, onto the basic notion 
that all the people we're dealing with 
out there in j;he world have a con- 
science underneath it all. Most of 
them, push comes to shove, don't 
really want to see us dead. That's why 
we can put U-locks around our necks 
after dumpstering the food we plan 
to eat when we get out of the pokey. 

Sometimes, though, that comfort- 
ing line of thought turns out to be 
just plain wrong. That is what my 
buddy Asante Riverwind learned 
when he tried to prick the conscience 
of an infiltrator named Barry Clausen. 
You might have heard of Clausen. He 
wrote a book with a bunch of lies in 
it about us and our friends. No one 
on either side of a Forest Service gate 
really trusts the man, including the 
feds (who won't work with him) and 
the industry (which pays him every 
now and then to feed its conspiracy 
theories with his mad imaginings). 

As Asante tells it, in 1990 he was 
working in Seattle with a bunch of 
activists, having a howling good time 
harassing the Freddies, sitting in trees 
and generally kicking ass. There was 
a lot of monkeywrenching going on 
around there in those days, equip- 
ment getting sabotaged. People were 
doing more than talking. 

The Seattle EFIers had just been 
helping out the folks down Portland 
way, where chainsaws threatened Bull 
Run, the city's municipal watershed. 
When they came home to Seattle 
from Stumptown they asked 
around and discovered 
that 1 7,000 acres of fed- 
eral forest around JtEmjF' , 
Seattle's drinking I^V ‘ 
source were also at risk. ^B**- 
It was too late for ap- 
peals, too late for law- J teg |g| ^ 

suits and the conven- Bj 

tional wisdom said it was M ' 
too late to save the trees, A ' 
the river and the crit- 
ters. So the Cedar River H 
Action Group was born. prj] 

One day Asante gets a 
call from the rowdies in 
Missoula saying there ■'•T;; 

was an agent heading jP 
to Washington, where Jra 

all this kick-ass work IK 

wasgoingdown. "Is ML 
he working for the ■ ■ 

wanted to 

know. 


"Nah," said the folks in Missoula, "he's 
not that smart." The guy's name was 
Barry Clausen, he was in his 40s or 50s 
and acted like a good old boy. And he 
was really friendly. Too friendly. Ears 
to the ground, brother. 

Sure enough, Clausen showed up at 
a demo-planning meeting within a 
couple of weeks and gave CRAG a $ 100 
donation, some of its first money. 

There was a big de- 
bate about what to do // '\ATpll ] 
with the guy. They fig- vVCU 1 

ured there was a two infUtri 
percent chance that ' 
Missoula had been how yc 
wrong about Clausen. 

They asked him questions about his 
background, and got shaky answers. 
When he said that he'd been a rail- 
road engineer they asked him some 
technical questions and investigated 
what he said; he'd been winging it. 
Clausen showed up raging against 
Plum Creek in Montana, saying he 
wanted to learn from the folks in 
Washington and take their skills back 
to Missoula, even though there were 
plenty of folks in Montana he could 
have apprenticed with. 

So the debate raged. Boot the guy 
or toy with him? 

"I had this crazy idea that maybe 
infiltrators have a conscience," 
Asante told me. "What if we toy with 
him, use Him where we can, don't 
give him information that would be 
harmful, and see if we can crack his 
conscience and get him to spill. I 
think the only reason we decided to 
toy with this one was that we figured 
he was working for industry. He 
didn't fit the federal agent bill. The 
main thing was he was just so 
clutzy and unsavvy." 

So toying was the ticket, in 
part because of the money 
Clausen fed them and in part 
because he had the best 
truck for transporting 
gear to actions. The 


‘■'•vje . 

m . . . ' 




ssoula, "he's group protected itself by keeping the imaginat: 
s name was Clausen at a distance. When they took Clausen at th< 
is 40s or 50s over the Forest Service office in Se- even write th 
Doy. And he attle and fired all the Freddies (they're sounding lik 
iendly. Ears incompetent at best, after all) Clausen Spot Run. 

was out on the street with a picket Turns out C 
lowed up at sign. When they planned treesits, they theWashingt 
;g within a held double meetings so Clausen sociationand: 
lRAGa$100 didn't know the details. When they in Montana, ; 
money. went off to the woods, Clausen never and catch us 

"Well Barry , I don't know if you're an 
infiltrator or not. If you are, I wonder 
how you live with your conscience..." 

is about his knew in advance where they were Clausen — whi 
ky answers, going, or that his truck would be car- any federal ei 
been a rail- rying gear. While folks got up into all the activis 
1 him some trees, Clausen was out by the Forest and a lot of 
nvestigated Service gate with another sign. occurred over 

winging it. And they always kept someone with The problei 
ing against Clausen, wherever he went. If he it was filler 
, saying he needed to use the phone, gee, so did imaginings tl 
he folks in someone else. If he needed to go to industry folk 
r skills back the bathroom, well, the tribe that pay him for 
: there were pees together... On the way to a treesit the EF! fourn, 
aa he could right after they fired the Freddies, to some folks 
Clausen sure enough said he needed didn't see th 
Dot the guy to make a call. When his shadow folks offered [ 
came with him to the phone booth, shops — seem 
that maybe he suddenly decided his call wasn't is that it ma 
nscience," that urgent after all. kind of celel 

we toy with Clausen hinted about night work and gets really loi 

can, don't was ignored. He started to notice. This him (illustra 
at would be is Asante's version of the conversation: in glossy maj 
in crack his Clausen: Asante, am I being disrup- "At this po: 
i to spill. I tive? A lot of people seem to think filtrators don 
: decided to I'm an infiltrator. What do you think? science," Asai 
t we figured Asante: Well Barry, I don't know if going to use ; 
dustry. He you're an infiltrator or not. If you they don't wr 
nt bill. The are, I wonder how you live with your over again, wi 
was just so conscience, and maybe someday him, because 
y." you're going to be haunted by a lot of legitimacy oi 

ie ticket, in what you've done. If you aren’t, keep that he actual 
the money strong, keep working at what you're It was fun, bi 
n and in part doing. Who knows who's an infiltra- and maybe h 
ad the best tor in this world? We all just have to Therewasse 
ransporting be strong and true to ourselves and to even writ 
ictions. The do what we have to do. I'm not going dancing witt 
to spend my time worrying about it. immortalize c 
Clausen, of course, tells the story a of the Journa 
gjt.Jp % little differently. He says Asante re- moralofthes 
plied, "Oh no, Barry, you’ve proven Asante has 
yourself." Asante thinks that version Clausen and 
is pretty funny. sometimes e^ 

Well, there are a couple more sto- their later yea 
III ries about Barry's time in Washing- their professi 

It ton, like the one about the other nice to see [( 

I infiltrator who almost entrapped him climb a tree ( 

I on a mission to sab some helicopters put his life oi 

that were logging up in the Skagit Earth that h 
area. The only person who showed Asante says, 
up for the non-event was Clausen. the first step 
Ipl Eventually, Clausen moved on to claim his lost 

IB California, and the Seattle folks passed rity. 1 still wc 

5L along the word about him just as the ment with Cl 

Missoula folks had done before them, cause it's not 
When he left, there was still no if the seeds sc 
evidence of Clausen's conscience, or could be pret 
that toying with him had made a bit PS. This is a 
of difference. But there also wasn't infiltrators, b 

P any evidence that they hadn't planted Cedar River t 

a seed that would someday sprout, so in stoppingtf 
Asante's theory about infiltrators' even got the 
consciences was technically still vi- 17,000 acres i 
able. Until a couple of years later. conditions tf 
"1 guess our mistake was that we can never be 
didn't know he would write a book," ing reasonab 
Asante says now. It kind of stretched ting losses. .L 


the imagination of those who knew 
Clausen at the time, since he couldn't 
even write the text for fliers without 
sounding like a bad version of See 
Spot Run. 

Turns out Clausen was working for 
the Washington Contract Loggers As- 
sociation and some other industry folks 
in Montana, assigned to infiltrate EF! 
and catch us monkeywrenching. He 
kept trying to get im- 
177 'vp nn munit Y fr° m the FBI 

re un to set folks up> but 

WOnder t * ie weren, t bit- 

ing. Asante thinks the 

ence..." feds knew that the 
EFiers were onto 
Clausen — who was therefore useless to 
any federal entrapment effort — since 
all the activists' phones were tapped 
and a lot of the debate about him 
occurred over those lines. 

The problem with the book is that 
it was filled with lies and mad 
imaginings that feed the fears of the 
industry folks who still occasionally 
pay him for his misread rewrites of 
the EF! Journal. The problem is that 
to some folks his stories — that Asante 
didn't see through Clausen or that 
folks offered public tree spiking work- 
shops — seem plausible. The problem 
is that it makes Clausen into some 
kind of celebrity, who even today 
gets really long stories written about 
him (illustrated with fuzzy photos) 
in glossy magazines like Outside. 

"At this point I've decided that in- 
filtrators don't have much of a con- 
science," Asante says. "I guess if you're 
going to use an infiltrator, be careful 
they don't write books. If I had it to do 
over again, we would have just booted 
him, because he's tried to use that 
legitimacy or pretense of legitimacy 
that he actually infiltrated anything... 
It was fun, but this guy's still around 
and maybe he wouldn't be." 

There was some debate over whether 
to even write y'all this story about 
dancing with infiltrators, much less 
immortalize one wingnut in the pages 
of the Journal. But it seems that the 
moral of the story is one to remember. 

Asante has pretty much written off 
Clausen and his ilk as lost causes. But 
sometimes even feds break down in 
their later years and repent in anguish 
their professional lives. "It would be 
nice to see [Clausen] get honest and 
climb a tree or block a bulldozer and 
put his life on the line to protect this 
Earth that has given him his life," 
Asante says. "That could actually be 
the first step he needs to take to re- 
claim his lost and impoverished integ- 
rity. I still wonder [about the experi- 
ment with Clausen's conscience], be- 
cause it's not done. [I'm] curious to see 
if the seeds some day will take root. It 
could be pretty interesting." 

PS. This is a story about playing with 
infiltrators, but just so you know, the 
Cedar River Action Group succeeded 
in stoppingthe "done deal" sales. They 
even got the Freddies to transfer the 
17,000 acres to the city of Seattle with 
conditions that theoretically mean it 
can never be logged. To hell with be- 
ing reasonable, cutting deals or cut- 
ting losses. Long live Earth First!! 


An unknown Earth Firstler dances with Barry Clausen 
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Wacked-Oul Enuiro News or me Weird 
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new, irregu- 
larly appearing 
column will offer weird 


IgStT'' , s Wonder if He Made 
it into "Boone 
and Crockett" 

Jj^^Guwahati,' India, on De- 
* *'• 1 cember 31 pulled a man 

down from a tree and 
gj trampled him to death. The 

elephant then refused to part 
with the corpse, carrying the 
dead man with it for the first two 
weeks of 2001. 






column will offer weird 
^ 0 shit you might not have 

heard, ifitweren'tforyour wacky 
buds at the Earth First! Journal. 

But Have They Filed for 
Intellectual Property Rights? 

•A group of wedge-capped capuchin 
monkeys in the tropical forests of Ven- 
ezuela have been seen making their 
own mosquito repellent. The mon- 
keys, plagued each season by hordes of 
hungry, buzzing bugs, poke around in 
tree bark and termite mounds to ex- 
tract wriggling specimens of Orthoporus 
dorsovittatus — millipedes chock full of 
powerful defensive chemicals called 
benzoquinones. The monkeys then 
massages the millipede into their fur, 
covering themselves from head to foot. 

Sure, He Says He's Your Best 
Friend, but Don't Turn Your 
Back on Him. 

•It was pig huntin' season in New 
Zealand, when, upon cornering a pig, 
a hunter set down his loaded shotgun. 
His zealous dog, in a subsequent mo- 
ment of tail wagging excitement, 
caused the gun to discharge, shooting 
the fellow in the foot. Unable to hoof 
it to the car, the man endured a five- 
hour wait before help happened by. 
He says his enthusiasm remains un- 
dimmed, although he will take along a 
non-dog friend next time. 


I Know GW is Going to be 
Fun, but I'll Miss Bill. 

•President Clinton received a report 
that there are more than 1 00,000 cattle 
guards in Colorado. Because Colorado 
ranchers protested his proposed 
changes on grazing policies, he or- 
dered Secretary of Interior Bruce Bab- 
bitt to fire half of the guards immedi- 
ately. Before Babbitt could respond 
and presumably straighten him out, 
Colorado's ex-congresswoman Pat 
Schroeder intervened with a request 
that before any were fired, they be 
given six months of retraining. 

We Couldn't Make This 
Stuff Up. 

•Coors put its slogan, "Turn It 
Loose," into Spanish where it trans- 
lates to, "Suffer From Diarrhea." 

•When Gerber started peddling baby 
food in Africa, it used the same pack- 
aging as in the US, with the smiling 
baby on the label. Later it learned that 
due to the large array of languages and 
significant illiteracy, companies in 
Africa routinely put pictures of what's 
inside on container labels. 

•In China, Pepsi's "Come alive with 
the Pepsi generation," translated 
into, "Pepsi brings your ancestors 
back from the grave." 

•The Dairy Association's huge suc- 
cess with the "Got Milk?" campaign 
prompted them to export the slogan 
to Mexico, where it translated into, 
"Are You Lactating?" 


•Frank Perdue's chicken slogan, "It 
takes a strong man to make a tender 
chicken," was translated into Span- 
ish as, "It takes an aroused man to 
make a chicken affectionate." 

We could have told them that. 

Brought to You by the Same 
Deity that Drops Twisters on 
FBI Offices. 

•Paul Westwood, managing direc- 
tor of Oxfordshire-based Household 
Pest Services, was found dead in mid- 
August at the wheel of a company 
van, gassed by cymag, a cyanide gas 
used to kill rabbits. It was found leak- 
ing from the back of the vehicle. 

Weird Weather 

•Fish in the North Sea are suffering 
from sunburn caused by the thinning 
ozone layer. Young fish, which breath 
through their skin until their gills 
develop, are the most affected be- 
cause they have no scales to help 
deflect the increasingly harmful rays 
of the sun. Thinning of the ozone 
layer above Britain increases by about 
10 percent in the spring, when newly 
spawned fish are the most vulnerable. 

•The Native people of the Cana- 
dian Arctic say they are now experi- 
encing natural events previously un- 
known in their oral history — thun- 
der and lightning. Electrical storms 
in the high Arctic are among the 
evidence of climate change. "When 1 
was a child, I never heard thunder or 
saw lightning," said Rosemarie 
Kuptana of Sachs Harbour, North- 
west Territories. "The animals really 
don't know what to do because 
they've never experienced this kind 
of phenomenon." 

Nukes Don't Kill; People Do! 

•Chernobyl, the scene of the 
world's worst nuclear accident yet, 
has defied the gloomiest of prophe- 
cies by becoming one of the USSR's 
richest wildlife habitats. 

The evacuation of tens of thou- 
sands of residents livinginthe 19-mile 


What? Genetically Engineer Humans?! 


by Sarah Macken 

The debate into the sweeping impli- 
cations of the Human Genome Project 
has hardly even begun. Yet amaz- 
ingly, in the rush before Christmas, 
secondary legislation was quietly 
passed by the House of Commons 
permitting human cloning research 
and virtually unlimited genetic ex- 
perimentation on human embryos. 

In the wake of the huge controversy 
surrounding genetically modified foods, 
the British government appears desper- 
ate to suppress debate and avoid similar 
disputes about human genetic engineer- 
ing. The public at large is certainly com- 
pletely unaware that this legislation has 
even been discussed, let alone approved. 
The speed at which it was pushed 
through Parliament exemplifies govern- 
ment fears of controversy. 

The legislation permitting this new 
line of research was put forward in the 
form of an addition to the Human 
Fertilization and Embryology (HFE) 
Act of 1990, which was introduced 
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primarily to govern infertility treat- 
ment. It was never intended to govern 
human cloning and human genetic 
manipulation, and is inadequate to 
deal with such a colossal task. It should 
most definitely be the focus of new 
primary, not secondary, legislation. 

Some biotech companies and research 
institutions already hold cloning pat- 
ents, yet this was not even mentioned 
in the House of Commons debate, 
clearly demonstrating the limited scope 
of the HFE Act. Nowhere does it deal 
with the important issues of patenting 
human life, ownership of genes and 
similar vital concerns 

One biotech global conglomerate, 
Geron Corporation, has bought into the 
most significant research institutions 
worldwide dealing with cloning research 
and embryonic stem cells, including part 
of the UK Roslin Institute, which pro- 
duced Dolly, the cloned sheep. As a 
result of a multitude of takeovers and 
links, Geron now has the franchise for all 
cloning patents that have been issued. 

Another German lobbying group — 


exclusion zone around the Ukrainian 
reactor has resulted in a flourishing 
community of plants and animals 
whose diversity is stunning. Arable 
farmland and pasture has slowly been 
replaced by weeds and meadows as 
the land returns to its original, albeit 
radioactive, state. Large European 
mammals, such as moose, wild boar, 
roe and red deer, beaver, wolves, bad- 
ger, otter and lynx have become well 
established in the area. Forty-eight 
endangered species are now thriving 
in the Chernobyl zone. 

According to the Russian Institu- 
tion of Agricultural Radiology, al- 
though some radiation deformities 
have appeared, most are not passed 
on to future generations of wildlife. 
One report states that: "Some natural 
populations have thrived as a result 
of the lack of human interference. 
No evidence has been found that any 
plant or animal species have been 
eliminated from contaminated areas, 
except where clean-up activities in- 
volving soil removal have drastically 
altered the ecosystem." 

More Monkeyshine 

•Scientists at Oregon Health Sci- 
ences University proudly announced 
in early January that they have cloned 
a glow-in-the-dark monkey, presum- 
ably easier to find in a lab that has had 
its power system destroyed. Reaction 
from the Venezuelan capuchin com- 
munity to the monkeyshine in Or- 
egon was derisive, "Been there, done 
that. Hey, you wanna see the hu- 
man we developed that we can \ 
grow assholes on?" jfeafcJ 


and one of the most vociferously op- 
posed to cloning — is a feminist group 
against the exploitation of women's re- 
productive capacities. A fundamental 
requirement of this research is the hu- 
man egg, and incalculable thousands 
would be required. Egg-donation is a 
very invasive and high-risk procedure 
that can have long term health effects 
for women. Because of such risks, there 
is always a shortage of eggs for infertility 
treatment, and it is therefore envisioned 
that aggressive biotech companies will 
resort to coercive methods to entice 
women to donate precious eggs. Again 
this issue was not even mentioned in the 
totally inadequate debate in the House 
of Commons. The health interests of 
women did not even warrant a passing 
thought or consideration. 

The legislation now moves to the 
House of Lords. If you have any way of 
influencing members of the Lords urge 
them to reject this inadequate legisla- 
tion arriving from the Commons. 
Nothing less than primary legislation 
should be considered when dealing 





m a 





Dirr' V. 


with completely new eas of research. 
We need lengthy inf me u discussion 
and completely new laws. 

Genetic engineering in humans, like 
its counterpart in ae animal and plant 
world, could bring about irrevocable 
changes in the world as we know it and 
be passed on forever to subsequent gen- 
erations. The underlying quasi eugenics 
underpinning some of our quest to elimi- 
nate disease and create perfect long-liv- 
ing human life needs particularly careful 
thought. We have a responsibility not 
only to the present but also to the future 
dignity of mankind. 


artwork by Peter Skowronski 




by Kalari Spider 

In the battles to defend what remains of our natural 
world — and of our ability to live in harmony with it — 
certain fundamental rules have always applied. We 
can count on working shit jobs and using the meager 
proceeds to fund our daily struggles. We can count on 
some solidarity from the working masses who battle 
the exploiters on other fronts. We can be confident to 
some degree of anonymity and privacy as we organize 
to implement our strategies in the forests, mountains 
or streets of our communities around the planet. We 
can actually envision strategies which might force 
those in control to take our demands seriously. 

Well, wake up and smell the future. Arrogant techno- 
capitalists, well connected and organizing across interna- 
tional borders, are moving aggressively to deploy their 
vision of a glorious new tomorrow — an unprecedented 
epoch of human control over nature. 

Information from such fields as robotics, genetics, 
artificial intelligence and molecular nanotechnology 
(MNT or nanotech) is publicly available to paint a 
picture of possible future scenarios for the planet. 
Crucially, opposition to and details about the di- 
rection of research is coming from high up 
within the scientific community itself, though 
accompanying social and political analy- 
sis is often simplistic and inadequate. 

The reason for such squabbling 
among otherwise mutually congratu- 
latory teams of researchers appears to 
be a sort of convergence in previously 
divergent areas of science such as biol- 
ogy, chemistry and computer technology 
called "singularity." Constant whittling 
away at scientific mysteries has nearly elimi- 
nated the gaps between these fields, and 
various forces are vying for control over the 
massive profits and power that will come 
from commercialization or perhaps private 
use of advanced technologies. 

Genetic engineering is the reconfiguration 
of genetic coding between and within species 
for desired effects (e.g. fish genes that allow 
survival in cold waters being spliced into 
tomatoes to prevent frostbite). Robotics deals 
with automation of artificial structures — increas- 
ingly on very small scales (e.g. in electronics assem- 
bly) — and is connected to the drive for artificial 
intelligence, which seeks to create machines capable 
of reasoning, learning and self-improvement inde- 
pendent of human programming. Nanotechnology 
is an entirely different approach to engineering, not 
seen in previous human history. Instead of mining 
the earth for bulk raw material and then refining it 
into shape — which is how humans have always built 
things, from the Taj Mahal to silicon chips — 
nanotechnologists aim at "mining" specific mol- 
ecules out of the sea, atmosphere or Earth and build- 
ing objects "from the ground 
up. " This allows for atomic pre- 
cision and/or miniaturization 
in the finished product. 

By themselves, these ideas 
may not seem so threatening. 

But let's take a look at an ex- 
traordinary paper published in 
April 2000 by Robert Freitas of 
Zyvex Corporation, a private 
nanotech firm in Texas. In 
"Some Limits To Global; 

Ecophagy by Biovorous 
Nanoreplicators, With Public 
Policy Recommendations," he 
begins by saying that " [n]o sys- 
tematic assessment of the risks 
and limitations of MNT-based 
technologies has yet been at- 
tempted." He goes on to de- 
scribe global ecophagy, or "the 
gray goo problem," in which 
"self-replicating nanorobots 
capable of functioning au- 


tonomously in the natural environment could 
quickly convert that natural environment (e.g., biom- 
ass) into replicas of themselves (e.g., nanomass) on a 
global basis... Such biovores can emerge only after a 
lengthy period of purposeful focused effort, or as a 
result of deliberate experiments aimed at creating 
general-purpose artificial life, perhaps by employing 
genetic algorithms..." 

Consider how minute flying cameras or tracking 
devices that could be inhaled might affect our lives and 
work. Consider soldiers or even our neighbors with 
accessories they could attach to their bodies giving 
them far greater physical or mental abilities than 
home-grown humans. Picture nanoweapons used to 
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grab resources necessary for sustaining nanotech econo- 
mies and the inability of conventionally-armed gov- 
ernments to prevent this. Imagine a world in which 
just about anything could be assembled out of thin air, 
from food to diamonds. How would people be paid for 
work? Would people even need to work? What hap- 
pens when labor becomes an obsolete factor in mar- 
kets? Why would capitalists need to placate expensive 
workers when they could have cheap and obedient 
robots do the same work faster? 

Now imagine this future controlled by venture 
capitalists, bureaucrats, generals, "terrorists" or even 
bumbling scientists feeding their 
egos without concern for the ethi- 
cal or potentially catastrophic 
consequences of their research. 
With the exception of (non-gov- 
ernmental) terrorists, this is ex- 
actly who owns the technology 
today. Headed by Eric Drexler, 
author of three seminal books on 
MNT, the Foresight Institute in 
Palo Alto, California, is leading 
the charge, along with a close- 
knit group of scientists at univer- 
sities and firms. These are mostly 
in the US and Europe, though the 
Japanese government has identi- 
fied MNT as the defining tech- 
nology of the new century, and 
nano programs exist in China, 
India, Australia and elsewhere. 

In recent years, the US govern- 
ment has begun investing heavily 
s in nanotech. The Naval Research 
Lab and other military centers 



host some of the best MNT programs, and former 
dent Bill Clinton recently signed a $500 million 
National Nanotechnology Initiative. But many scien- 
tists are generally suspicious of the federal govern- 
ment, which is not surprising when one realizes that 
private (encrypted) currencies, unregulated markets, 
radical change in intellectual property law and skepti- 
cism of military intent are all on the table in the long 
run. The nation-state system and capitalism as we 
know it are already teetering, especially outside the US, 
thanks to people power. Nanotech advocates and their 
hi-tech, new economy allies aim to fill the vacuum. 

If this work seems insulated from the real world, 
the industry has made a big deal of being "open" 
about it. Most of the facts in this article are available 
online, and Foresight allows you to join (for $250) as 
a "senior associate" and participate with top scien- 
tists and other experts in regular conferences and 
online discussion. But it is clear these people have 
learned much from the mistakes of the biotech 
industry's introduction to society and 
have sworn to avoid such errors. 
Foresight's mission statement 
says it exists to "help prepare 
society for anticipated ad- 
vanced technologies." This is 
much more a public relations 
mission than a democracy-fos- 
tering one. The industry is terri- 
fied — especially since Bill Joy, top 
scientist at Sun Microsystems, went 
public in Wired magazine's April 2000 
issue with an expose and scathing 
criticism — of possible public out- 
rage. But they are much better 
prepared this time. They are busy 
networking with politicians and 
media, and setting up public 
policy think tanks like Foresight's 
Center for Constitutional Issues 
in Technology. Their propa- 
- ganda is designed specifically to 

s ^t>> appeal to unsuspecting folks, in- 
cluding activists, as the answer to ev- 
erything from aging and space conquest to the 
environmental horrors of the 20th century. They 
work with the Global Business Network, the Cato 
Institute and the Pentagon. 

It's hard for people not to be intrigued by such 
dramatic revolutions in human existence, but we 
cannot be afraid to fight the advances. We must 
start now, first with educating ourselves, then with 
challenging their arrogance. We must include our 
voices, and all voices, in a much broader debate 
while we still can. The ideological battle will be 
easier to win now than any physical one will be 
once they get their paws on this stuff. Primitive 
nanotech is just around the corner, and the con- 
sensus among scientists is that it will be 10-1 5 years 
before we see full-blown nanotech and artificial 
intelligence, both of which are likely to grow quickly 
beyond human control or understanding. 

Our response will evolve and our voices will be 
heard. The industry often refers to a "second 
industrial revolution," and has long anticipated a 
backlash from "neo-Luddites" seeking to preserve 
a noble but doomed past. Their response to public 
deliberation is that the public is ignorant and not 
qualified to make decisions on these subjects. And 
if they, the good guys, don't get to it first, then 
surely someone like Hitler will. But these are 
decisions that, perhaps even more than capitalism 
or state authority, will affect life on Earth, and 
cannot be made by a tiny group of power-drunk 
elitists in isolation from reality. The future of the 
human race and all life on our fragile planet 
swings in the balance against the goo. 

Read more about this in The Age of Spiritual Machines 
by Ray Kurweil or any of Eric Drexler's books. For more 
information, check out; www.foresight.org/SrAssoc/ 
spring2000/topics.html; www.foresight.org/NanoRev/ 
Ecophagy.html; www.extropy.org; www.wired.com/ 
wired/archive/8.o4/joy.html. 
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Space is Where Spirits Soar 

... and Where Space Junk Accumulates 


The space shuttle Challenger was one source of 
the 110,000 pieces of "space junk" currently 
orbiting the Earth. Ironically its windshield 
cracked after being struck by a tiny speck of paint. 

by Bruce Gagnon 

What is our vision for the heavens? 
On a beautiful starry night do you look 
up to the moon and the stars and feel 
connected to the ages? 

Can you imagine military bases on the 
moon or constellations of space-based 
lasers orbiting our planet? Can you en- 
vision a new military space plane, suc- 
cessor to the shuttle, dropping off new 
space-based weapons systems and then 
returning to Earth? 

We are at a defining moment in his- 
tory as the US leads the rest of the world 
into this new space age full of techno- 
logical advances, challenging the peace 
and environmental movements to up- 
date our thinking and organizing. 

In 1 989, 1 organized a demonstration 
at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 
The keynote speaker at the rally was an 
Apollo astronaut, Edgar Mitchell, the 
sixth man to walk on the moon. 
Mitchell spoke out against Star Wars 
and told us that if the Pentagon puts 
weapons into space, or even tests them 
against old satellites, we will create so 
much space junk we will not be able to 
get a rocket off this planet. Mitchell 


said we would be "entombed on Earth." 

Currently 110,000 pieces of "space 
junk" larger than a half-inch orbit the 
Earth at 18,000 mph. They are tracked 
on radar screens inside a lab at Cheyenne 
Mountain in Colorado. Recently, the 
I International Space Station had to be 
■| moved to a higher orbit because space 
g j unk was moving dangerously close to it . 
On the mission prior to its fatal launch 
demise, the shuttle Challenger's wind- 
shield was cracked by a tiny speck of 
paint that hit it while orbiting Earth. 

We once viewed the oceans, lakes and 
rivers as vast and limitless. Raw sewage 
and industrial pollution were legally 
poured into these bodies because no one 
imagined that any harm could come 
from doing so. Dilution was the solution 
to pollution. 

Today, some view space the same way. 
The heavens are vast and limitless, and it 
is assumed it won 't matter what we throw 
up there in the name of national secu- 
rity. NASA, the Department of Energy 
and the Pentagon do not worry about 
the consequences of dramatically increas- 
ing deployments of nuclear materials to 
power space probes and space-based 
weapons into space. 

The ballistic missile defense system is 
sold to the American people as a way to 
protect us from attack by rogue states, or 
as they are now called, "states of con- 
cern." National missile defense is a $60- 
billion program to protect the continen- 
tal US from attack. North Korea, one so- 
called possible enemy, has suspended its 
missile-testing program and is now ne- 
gotiating reunification with South Ko- 
rea. China, another state of concern, has 
only 20 nuclear missiles capable of hit- 
ting the US, while we have 3,500 to strike 


back. Chinese officials have repeatedly 
asked the US to join them in signing a 
global ban on weapons in space. The US 
refuses to discuss such a ban, saying that 
there is no problem. 

Another program, called theater mis- 
sile defense (TMD), would further de- 
ploy these systems into the Middle East 
and Asia to protect US interests and 
outposts. TMD would place weapons on 
ground launchers, ships and airborne 
lasers so that the US could hit offending 
ballistic missiles in their boost phase, 
right after launch. 

The US Space Command, with its logo 
"Master of Space, " is also working hard to 
develop the space-based laser (SBL) pro- 
gram, the follow-on technology to missile 
defense. Its expressed intention is to pro- 
tect corporate interests and investments 
around the globe as the gap widens be- 
tween the "haves" and the "have-nots." 
The Space Command will become the 
military instrument by which corpora- 
tions maintain global control. 

The $30-billion SBL program will soon 
begin construction of a test facility at 
either Cape Canaveral in Florida, 
Redstone Army Arsenal in Huntsville, 
Alabama, or at the Stennis Missile Test- 
ing Center in Mississippi. The SBL, the 
real Reagan-era Star Wars program, 
would deploy a constellation of 20-30 
lasers orbiting the Earth with the goal of 
knocking out competitors' satellites and 
hitting targets on Earth. These lasers 
could very possibly be powered by 
nuclear reactors. Imagine what would 
happen if they tumbled back to Earth. 
We now stand on the edge of history, 
poised to move the bad seed of war, 
greed and environmental degradation 
into space. 


We should approach space explora- 
tion with a sense of awe and mystery. 
We should approach this final frontier 
with a reverence for what the heavens 
will reveal to us, rather than the arro- 
gance of exploitation. 

Space is not a junkyard, bombing 
range or playground for high-tech 
boys with new expensive toys. The 
United Nations recognized this and 
created the 1967 Outer Space Treaty 
that says no weapons of mass destruc- 
tion can be put into space. The treaty 
says that the heavenly bodies are the 
province of all human kind. We must 
call for the strengthening of this treaty, 
not its nullification! 

The Global Network Against Weap- 
ons and Nuclear Power in Space has 
worked since 1992 to create a new con- 
sciousness about space. When we look 
up at that beautiful moon we must re- 
member that everyone on the entire 
planet has the same experience. It is a 
unifying symbol for all people. We can- 
not allow the Pentagon to think it can 
put military bases on the moon or weap- 
ons into orbit around Earth. 

For once, we have a chance to stop 
something truly horrific before it actu- 
ally happens. We can stop an arms race 
before it begins, if we act now. We must 
keep space for peace. 

For more information, contact Glo- 
bal Network Against Weapons and 
Nuclear Power in Space, POB 90083, 
Gainesville, FI 32607; (352) 337-9274; 
globalnet@mindspring.com; 
www.space4peace.org. 

Bmce Gagnon is the coordinator of the 
GlobalNetworkAgainstWeaponsandNuclear 
Power in Space. He has been organizing for 1 5 
years to prevent the nuclearization and mili- 
tarization of space. He was the organizer of 
the Cancel Cassini Campaign and fought 
against the NASA project that carried 72 
pounds of plutonium into space. 


The Empire Bytes Back: New uk Bill 

Opens Web Traffic to Increased Government Scrutiny 


Following closely in the giant state footprints of the 
UK's Terrorism Act comes the Regulation of Investiga- 
tory Powers Act (RIP). Onjuly 21 the RIP Bill was signed 
by royal assent. It became law in October — another 
futurist slice of Halloween horror from the Home 
Office. Under the new powers of the RIP Act we will be 
slammed by a triple whammy. First, UK-based internet 
service providers (ISP) will be legally obliged to give 
police, customs and security services open access to 
monitor all web traffic running through their net- 
works. Second, the act targets computer encryption 
users with prison sentences of two years, if you refuse 
to hand over your encryption keys to the police, and 
five years, if you tell anyone you are being monitored. 
Finally, the act includes extra wide-ranging powers to 
plant Big Brother bugs and parabolic microphones 
wherever the sun might not shine, in the name of 
national security and combating organized crime. 

Rushed through the back door of the House of 
Lord's for a royal stamp, the RIP Act was spearheaded 
by Jack Straw and dreamt up by shady New Labour 
think tanks well over a year ago. With Cabinet sights 
on fixing a large nail in the coffin of digital democracy, 
the bill was hammered out by the Home Office's 
Encryption Coordination Unit (ECU). The ECU was 
established last year to look at ways of expanding 
traditional state monitoring of phone networks into 
the world of Internet communications. The Home 
Office confirmed, in a Performance and Innovations 
Unit report from May 1999, that UK police, MI5, 
Special Branch and Customs should have real-time 
access to web traffic, and recommended the establish- 
ment of a Government Technical Assistance Centre 
(GTAC) operating on a 24-hour basis, to do just that. 

Each UK ISP will be forced to install black interceptor 
boxes on the backbone of their networks for redirect- 
ing Internet traffic directly to the GTAC for monitor- 


ing. This GTAC facility will be handily housed in MI5 
headquarters in London. Under the Internet provi- 
sions of the RIP, the authorities will have an open pass 
to log into web sites, dhat rooms and e-mail boxes at 
their leisure. The last recorded number of phone tap 
warrants issued by the Home Office under the Inter- 
ception of Communication Act in 1996-97 was 2,700, 
which was a massive increase over prior official figures. 
But under the RIP, to monitor one person's web 
communications you have to plug into and filter all 
web traffic running through that individual's ISP. So 
virtually anyone's e-mail is available to be monitored. 

With ISPs forced to stick expensive black box Internet 
flight recorders on the back of their communication 
servers, many companies are now looking at uproot- 
ing their business and moving overseas. The British 
Chamber of Commerce estimates enforcement of the 
law could cost businesses over £60 million. 

The wider impact of the RIP in other areas is clear. 
Take the recent David Shayler (exMI5 whistle blower) 
case in early July. The High Court rejected MIS efforts 
to prosecute a Guardian journalist under the Official 
Secrets Act and forced the newspaper to disclose e- 
mails sent between the journalist and Shayler. But 
under the RIP this case may have played out differ- 
ently, since police and security services will be able to 
apply for Home Office warrants behind the scenes. As 
journalist Roy Greenslade commented, "From this day 
on, without our knowledge, the authorities can inter- 
cept our messages. They will know who said what to 
whom about what well before the information can be 
published. Indeed, by having that knowledge in ad- 
vance they may well be able to take measures to 
prevent its publication." 

On the brighter side, here are a few ideas on ways to 
rip up the RIP for solid on-line privacy and security. 

Be careful when choosing your ISP and e-mail 



IS 

Watching 

Whom*? 


account. The big corporate sites like Microsoft 
(Hotmail), Freeserve (Fsnet) and Yahoo UK (Yahoo 
Mail) are already in the process of opening their 
networks for police real-time surfing. Tracking 
should be avoided. Instead, look into ISPs that base 
their operations overseas, or smaller UK web server 
companies. They are more likely to slip through the 
government fish net. Make sure they are not part of 
the multinational Internet oligarchy. Use encryp- 
tion and anonymous web surfing software like 
Freedom or Pretty Good Privacy. Use free encrypted 
e-mail accounts like Hushmail, Messager and 
Mail2Web. Rather than storing data on your hard 
drive (which under the RIP can be accessed under 
warrant by MI5 or police) stash your private bits 
and pieces on the Net. There are companies like 
Freedrive where you can store info on their sites for 
download at a later date. 

For more information, contact the Foundation for 
Information Policy Research, www.fipr.org/rip/ or 
Green Net, www.gn.apc.org. 
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THE OTHER SIDE 

Take my soul, but the struggle 
continues — Ken Saro Wiwa 

In right hand lane 
Heading South on Route 64 
Saw late model blue Mitsubishi 
truck swerve to 

shoulder around what thought 
was wheel. 

I also swerved but saw it 
was large tortoise 
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Cleai* as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 
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ON THE SHORE OF THE INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY 

To the east, Florida and the sun. To the west 

Dark Gray clouds and rain, Louisiana 

' 

Beyond, Mexico. In the air, 

Pelicans struggling in the gulf wind. 
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6 lanes of interstate. 

I saw the neck stretch out 
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walking then stopping 
and going in shell 
as my truck approached 


K 1 


v . is 


ggjg|S|>, 


:? m 


We watch the olive brown white turned waves 
In an endless sortie of erosion and deposition. 
Beyond the breakers — human extraction. 

Oilrigs plunder the gulfbed. 

*y£fcr><5.«{ Us i 

As rain meets wave in the Intracoastal Waterway, 
Vacation houses mute witnesses on poles, 

We watch the ‘olive brown white turning waves 
The wide windows wet with rain. 

— Tom Pynn, 10-9-99 
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THE RIFT 

On the way home from Lincoln, 
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I heard scientists predict another rift 

in theqiohelayer. Pollution 
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it is unexpected, nonetheless projected, 
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four-o’clock news hour, heavy traffic. 

There u/as a house in Lincoln with a stand of trees, 

garden space, and lawn in the back ; lots of wood 
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inside, floors, door casings: I want to move there , 
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but there is this threat of a tear 
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My prayers, my fears, my uncertainties, 
and my admiration 
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symbol of longevity &C this land 

■ '• 
going headlong towards danger 

technology rampant death, destruction 

will we make it. 

— Turtle, Alexandria, VA 5/28/97 
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in the ozone layer and me in the car alone 
and the kids still so young. 
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listen to tfotio wildness calling you 
gatliny you home 
(Zalliny. your, caye an itleeoion 
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There is so much rain today, on the way home, 
intermittently, for a time, hail. 

Hotv does one prepare for the future? 

How does one prepare the children for the tear? 
One can hug trees, but in the night; 
when the windshield wipers beat louder 
than one can bear, is it enough? 

—Mary K. Stillwell 
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See beyond the disyuise your wildness wears 
Aisteu to its call 

Undoutesticate it, friee it 
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*)t says: “Powl, don 't moan 
"Dance, don't stayyer 
dlocte, don't fear 
*dive life, not a lie 
^ive wild, or die 
— THinston the Pooh 
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One Man’s View on Sexism 


by Dustin Magnuson 

"The life story of anyone for whom power 
counts more than love takes place in a 
family, organization or nation, thatis within 
the patriarchy, the culture that emphasizes 
dominance of individuals or classes or na- 
tions over other individuals, classes or na- 
tions, of ideological supremacy decided by 
might, and religions that support the divine 
right of some men to subjugate others and of 
mankind to subdue nature. " 

— Jean Shinoda Bolen, from Ring Of Fire: 

the Abandoned Child, the Authoritarian 

Father, and the Disempowered Feminine 

I think it's safe to say that most of us 
within the eco-activist movement oper- 
ate from a place of love — love toward 
wilderness, biodiversity and the ecosys- 
tems that operate for their own reasons, 
separate from whatever humans may or 
may not get from them. I can only speak 
from my own perspective, of course, but 
what motivates me to be critical of my 
role in harming these ecosystems is a 
love for their mystery, beauty and in- 
trinsic right to not be slashed, burned 
and poisoned by this culture 1 was born 
into. Simply put, the love I feel operates 
out of a sense of rage toward a culture 
bent on power. Because the inevitable 
effect of this power fails to recognize 
nature as a system not inclined to domi- 
nation, it misses what seems the most 
important lesson — nature does not seek 
power over its love for the balance of its 
systems. It thrives on vibrant diversity, 
not monocultures. 

Just as a tree plan tation is not a healthy 
forest, one gender having power over 


the other is not a healthy culture. 

A number of questions come up in my 
own head when I read over a statement 
like that. For instance, which gender is 
"over" the other? What sort of power is 
implied? What defines "healthy?" 

Who am I to make such a statement? 
Well, for one, I'm a man. Furthermore, 
the more I examine such a statement — 
and the more I learn from individuals to 
whom I have chosen to listen — the more 
I realize that it is my 
own gender that has the 
power over the other, 
all the women in my 
life, in my community 
and in this world. What 
sort of power is implied? 

I have to admit that 1 
struggle with this ques- 
tion. It seems natural, 
of course, because I 
wasn't ever taught how 
to examine my own power over other 
individuals. I didn't even realize I held 
such power until recently, and the only 
reason why it came about was because I 
finally made the choice to listen to those 
who are affected by this power! So, now 
that I've listened, asked questions and 
weighed the answers, I have a better 
sense of what power is implied. It's the 
power to reduce a concern for safety to 
an annoying complaint. It's the power 
to punish for having another bring out 
one's own insecurities. It's the power to 
make someone fear for their life and 
have the approval of society on your 
side, while they have nothing but their 
own strength. It's the power to discount 
any strive toward justice as a separate 


issue from your struggle. 

What defines healthy? That's easy. It's 
the power to validate a concern forsafety. 
It's the power to appreciate other indi- 
viduals when they have brought your 
insecurities to your attention. It's the 
power to have the trust of a stranger. It's 
the power to see how all issues relate to 
one another, how all the struggles are 
really one struggle. 

As silly as we've been taught to hear 
how it sounds, it's the power of love. 
It's the negation of a power based on 
domination and fear. It's a balance 
between two genders 
that share qualities 
and have much to of- 
fer one another. 

I'm still learning, of 
course. I will always 
be learning. Why 
wouldn't I be? If one 
day I decided that I 
had finally come to a 
point where I was no 
longer a patriarch, no 
longer a man content 
with the power to be right 
because of my gender, 
what would happen when 
a woman said otherwise? 

Would she be wrong? 

Would I be obligated to 
listen to her now that I 
was no longer a patri- 
arch? It seems pretty ob- 
vious to me. Of course I 
would be full of shit. Of 
course I would be right 
back where I started. Of 
course I would be play- 
ing the power game, ne- 
gating my capacity to 
love and vindicating all 


‘The forests are falling 
too fast for men to be 
angry at women for 
bringing un the real 
reasons as to why 
they’re falling at all/’ 


PRIVILEGE CONTINUES 

continued pom page I 

Some people have a hard time understanding their 
own privilege when they themselves feel oppressed. 
Privilege is an advantage or immunity given to a certain 
group of people and withheld from others. Oppression 
is the use of privilege to disempower individuals or 
groups physically, mentally, spiritually, etc. One can 
be both simultaneously oppressed and privileged. Privi- 
lege is invisible to those that have it, and those with 
privilege have never needed to understand the experi- 
ence of others. Experiences such as a women's physical 
vulnerability at a predominantly male basecamp or the 
specific targeting of an African-American male by the 
police at a protest are not usually addressed. Around 
campfires, homophobic comments often go unchecked. 
And action camps and conferences are often planned 
with no thought for the needs of alter-abled people. 

It is in understanding our own oppression and privi- 
lege that we can begin to break down individual and 
systemic oppression, as both the oppressor and the 
oppressed. Once we have a grasp on privilege and 
oppression, we can then apply that understanding to 
any issue or "ism" that comes up. We are not just 
talking about sexism in a vacuum, but all the systems 
of oppression in our society: racism, classism, ho- 
mophobia, ageism, abilism, ecocide, genocide, etc. We 
have noticed that as we become more empowered as 
women activists, we start to imitate some of the pat- 
terns of dominance that we ourselves are disempowered 
by. It has been a real effort to learn how to take on the 
function of leadership and not act as authoritarians. 
The distinction is that leadership empowers others by 
consciously sharing skills and encouraging them to 
take on the tasks at hand, thereby gaining confidence 
and self-reliance. They in turn pass on these skills to 
others in the spirit of mutual aid. On the other hand, 
authoritarians paternalize, mimicking the establish- 
ment. In the worst-case scenario, authoritarians use 
their privilege to silence those less privileged. 

People from oppressed groups don't have the choice 
of ignoring their oppression. They are forced to con- 
front it daily. When issues of privilege and oppression 
are simplified or not addressed, often times those 
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people not belonging to the dominant culture, whether 
it be a white dominated basecamp or that of main- 
stream society, are not valued or taken seriously. The 
issues that are important to them, like racism, sexism 
and domestic violence or homophobia, are ignored 
and not seen as important. Usually with the excuse is 
not having enough time because of the need to focus 
on "the cause" or "the real work at hand." Sometimes 
when these issues are raised they are labeled by the 
dominant culture as petty squabbles or gossip, not as 
real issues of importance. Quite often those not able or 
willing to conform and enable the imbalance of power 
leave the group, leaving behind a monoculture. We 
believe that monoculture tree farms are not useful in 
nature. Why would they be useful in our human 
communities of resistance? 

The mindset of the individual who can destroy the 
forest is the same as the domestic abuser, the 
homophobe, the racist and the sexist. Individuals 
who perpetrate these actions against nature and hu- 
manity basically see themselves as separate from that 
which they dominate. And those of us who actively 
tolerate these behaviors are colluding with our own 
destruction. Once we truly realize that the root of 
these issues directly affects all that we hold sacred in 
this world, then we can't consciously continue within 
the patterns of our inherited conditioning. The dy- 
namics of these issues are complex. It does not mean 
we give up on the work we do for the natural world. 
We are actually making our activism more productive 
in the long run by addressing the root of all the issues. 
This is the origin of the word radical — "getting to the 
root." Within our activism, as we attempt to put out 
the brush fires burning all around us, we can still look 
to our day-to-day interactions where there are a mil- 
lion opportunities for change. Humans perpetrate the 
travesties of this world. If we cannot look to ourselves 
to change this dynamic, we might as well let the brush 
fires burn because we are only stealing time. 

Collectively for the last three years, we have been 
working on the Fall Creek treesit campaign in the 
foothills of western Oregon's Willamette National 
Forest. The forest still stands, and it has been a place of 
inspiration and beauty for most of us. At times the 
community has been strong and functioning. But 


the fucking abusers in my life — every- 
one from my father, to my uncles, 
from the bullies in the locker room to 
the cops and loggers. To every man 
content with his privilege as an abuser. 

I have grown tired of the dynamic 
between myself and the women in 
my life. Not because it's inappropri- 
ate for them to distrust based on 
gender, but because 1 am not content 
with my privilege as a benefactor of 
patriarchy. I have no illusions that 
this dynamic will be destroyed within 
hours, days, weeks or even years, but 
it must be challenged. Men must hold 
themselves accountable for any ac- 
tions that they've taken in the name 
of power. It follows that growth will 
occur only when this has begun. It 
takes more than words, and it takes 
more than apologies — although 
that's a good first step. 

The forests are falling too fast for 
men to be angry at women for bring- 
ing up the real reasons as to why 
they're falling at all. 



throughout its history this has been disrupted by many 
abusive individuals who have also called Fall Creek 
home. One reason is that there has not been consistent 
internal dialogue. We are not alone. Individuals even- 
tually asked to leave because of their abusive behaviors 
make their ways to other campaigns where they con- 
tinue the same behavior and are again tolerated. 

This tolerating or enabling is more insidious than 
the behavior itself because it takes more individuals to 
make it happen. Enabling takes on many forms, 
including wholesale dismissal, denial, reactionary 
blame and attempts to defame the individual bringing 
the issue to light. In the Fall Creek campaign, we find 
ourselves on the precipice in our beginner's examina- 
tion of this unruly and destructive internal dynamic. 
A campaign where woman treesitters wonder if they 
have any true allies in the forest. One of our first 
actions has been to start talking openly about it. 
Simultaneously, we are addressing certain racist, sex- 
ist, violent, etc. behaviors as they happen. We believe 
if a collective atmosphere of open assessment and 
accountability is created there will be less and less 
room for those who are unwilling to leave their 
privileged comfort zones and address their oppressive 
behaviors. Those who had been pushed to the fringes 
will start to risk putting their own experience in the 
center and start to acknowledge their own power. 

More and more activists are .seeing that the lines 
between issues are blurring and are practically non- 
existent. Along with this realization comes the respon- 
sibility to illuminate the lines of privilege that keep us 
separate and to honestly acknowledge the ways we 
oppress others. We are planning an open forum discus- 
sion on privilege and the enabling of oppressive behav- 
iors within the context of forest activism. In addition, 
we are also collaborating on literature that addresses 
these issues. We encourage other groups and cam- 
paigns to incorporate this into their work, especially at 
the beginning. We refuse to be complicit any longer. 
How about you? 


Brutal Weather, Emissions Trading, Exploitative Development, Climate Destabilization 

The Climate Conference in the Hague Continues 


continued from page 1 

They called these "flexibility mecha- 
nisms" (read: loopholes) to ensure that 
business as usual continues polluting 
while the world sinks in its own over 
consumption. One mechanism is emis- 
sions trading, a terrifying notion that a 
country /corporation (what is the differ- 
ence these days?) could trade its ability 
to pollute to another that would prefer 
to buy its way out of reductions. Of 
course the industrialized nations have a 
greater right to pollute because the Pro- 
tocol sets its targets at the 1 990 
level of emissions, with the good 
old US at the very top of the 
spewing pyramid. Another 
lovely outcome of emissions 
trading is the creation of a new 
market — a "carbon credit" that, 
if all goes according to plan, 
will be another commodity on 
tradings exchange and shithead 
brokers will be able to make big 
bucks off of global catastrophe 
(pretty sick, huh?). A new mar- 
ketplace! The other mecha- 
nisms are joint implementation, 
where a country can subsidize a 
project in another co-signing 
country, and clean develop- 
ment mechanisms, which can 
be developed anywhere (target: 
global South) thatwill "reduce" 
emissions there. What's pro- 
posed for development? You 
guessed it, huge dams, nuclear 
power plants and tree planta- 
tions. Since when is nuclear 
power clean? With uranium 
mining, transport, extraction, 
transport, enrichment, trans- 
port, fabrication of fuel rods, 
transport, power from the plant, 
waste transport, reprocessing, transport 
and waste storage the nuclear chain is 
not quite free from fossil fuel abuse. 
Dams devastate ecosystems and mean 
dislocation for whole populations and 
genocide for wildlife. They have this 
idea that the creation of new forests and 
grasslands/agribusiness will act as a 
"sink" for carbon to be captured from 
the air. This is not so far off, but while in 
the Hague, the US was lobbying to in- 
clude forests and grasslands that already 
exist. Canada even went so far as to 
say it should be able to include the 
carbon trapped in furniture made from 
its timber. Besides, carbon sequestered 
in this way is highly unstable, espe- 
cially in the likely climate chaos fu- 
ture when the ultimate fate of all 


timber and its products (and its in- 
dustry lobbyists) is combustion or 
decomposition. This plan also en- 
courages clearcutting old-growth for- 
ests to plant carbon-sucking baby 
tree plantations, increasing the like- 
lihood of landslides the protocol sup- 
posedly wanted to address. Of course 
these monoculture tracks damage 
habitat, biodiversity, leech soil nu- 
trients and disrupt water cycles. Also 
these carbon plantations often end 
up in place of sustainable food grow- 


ing in the global South where the 
greatest source of carbon emissions 
comes from deforestation. 

The inner workings of the Hague 
conference were repulsive to behold, 
slipping through with a fake press 
pass. Ministers scurrying off to closed- 
door meetings and dozens of tables 
full of corporate greenwash propa- 
ganda piled up all day and dropped 
in the bin at night. "Coal... fuel with 
a future;" "Dow products are part of 
the solution;" "Louisiana Pacific: We 
wanted a healthier world. We ended 
up with a healthier company." 

COP 6, in the Hague, was a disaster 
before it began. It was shaped by the 
lobbyists representing the most de- 
structive industries using their 


muscle to help stonewall the entire 
negotiation until the talks completely 
fell apart. Some NGOs were still hope- 
ful that some treaty may be better than 
none at all and will give them some 
bargaining power for the future, but 
the pro-corporate agendas of the US, 
Japan, Canada and Australia would have 
shaped a treaty that could easily allow 
countries to increase their emissions 
and be well within Kyoto's fine print. 
Right now they are planning for a COP 
6 1/2 in Bonn, Germany, in May 2001 
to try again with less interference 
from nagging NGOs and meddle- 
some activists. Behind closed 
doors talks took place in Ottawa 
in December where the US further 
entrenched its stonewall against 
continuing the talks, claiming Eu- 
ropean Union inflexibility. But 
things are going as planned for 
the industrialized nations. No 
treaty means business as usual. 

The Rising Tide collective orga- 
nized a Climate Justice Summit 
on November 1 9 and 20 to counter 
the impending doom of the talks 
across town and to create real strat- 
egies for communities to combat 
the corporate criminals respon- 
sible. They brought together in- 
digenous voices with folks from 
inner cities fighting the same pe- 
troleum barons and the same pol- 
lution and the same devastation 
on their communities. 

Corporate-controlled govern- 
ments are accepting the bizarre 
notion that this brand of ex- 
ploitative development will save 
the world. It is a new eco-capi- 
talism dominating the dis- 
course — one that has an implicit 
faith in technological solutions for 
technologically created problems. It 
drives ever increasing globalization 
into new "free" markets as if devel- 
opment was charitable and not a new 
brand of colonialism. It is quite 
simple. They want to privatize the air 
we breath and trade it on the market. 
It is obvious that the UN, world lead- 
ers and multinational corporations 
are not willing to enact any mean- 
ingful change playing their word 
games regarding climate destabiliza- 
tion. The average US citizen uses 22 
times the resources of the average 
citizen from India. It is time for people 
to take on the burden of their own 
part in the global warming equation — 
to take action before it is too late. 
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Japanese Fisherman 
Slaughter Dolphins 

In October, Japanese fishermen re- 
sumed the commercial slaughter of 
dolphins for human and domestic 
animal consumption. 

The crossbow and hand harpoon 
fishery kills 10,000-15,000 dolphins 
and porpoises annually. The drive 
fisheries, killing 1,000-2,000 dol- 
phins, continue because the dolphin 
captivity industry pays fishermen 
up to $30,000 each for a few live 
dolphins, .with the rest of the cap- 
tured pod consigned to slaughter. 
The hunts take place every year be- 
tween October and April. A recent 
Environmental Investigation Agency 
report revealed that Japanese fisher- 
men have killed more than 400,000 
dolphins and small cetaceans over 
the last 20 years. 

When shown a tape of a daylight 
dolphin drive at the annual meet- 
ing of the International Whaling 
Commission in Adelaide, Austra- 
lia, last June, the Japanese delega- 
tion walked oiht. 

"J apan's dolphin hunt kicked into 
high gear in 1986, the year the ban 
on commercial whaling went into 
effect," said Paul Watson, presi- 
dent of Sea Shepherd International. 
"J apan is steadily hunting its coastal 
cetacean populations to extinction. 
By 1995, a single species — Dali's 
porpoise — was being taken at a rate 
of 17,000 per year. Hundreds of 
boats are licensed to kill, and they 
haveseverely depleted, in sequence,, 
populations of striped dolphins, 
pilot whales, beaked whales and 
Dali's porpoise." 

Another Company Quits 
Maheshwar Dam 

Citing "growing concerns on 
project economics," New York-based 
Ogden Corporation has ended its 
involvement in the controversial 
Maheshwar Dam on India'sNarmada 
River (see£F//Febmary-March 2000). 

"Ogden's prudent decision should 
serve as yet another warning to In- 
dian and foreign investors to stay 
away from this economically 
unviable and destructive project," 
said Save the Narmada Movement 
activist Chittaroopa Palit. 

Ogden signed a Memorandum of 
Intent to take a 49 percent equity 
share in the Maheshwar dam in 
March 2000. Since then, human 
rights and environmental organiza- 
tions have repeatedly drawn Ogden's 
attention to the poor economics and 
disastrous human rights and envi- 
ronmental impacts of the project. 

Ogden is the latest in a series of 
multinational corporations to drop 
out of Maheshwar. 

The Maheshwar Dam, located in 
Madhya Pradesh state in central In- 
dia, would affect around 40,000 
farmers, wage laborers, fisherfolk 
and crafts people in 61 villages and 
submerge about 1,100 hectares of 
land. Many of these people would 
lose part or all of their lands, while 
others would lose their source of 
livelihood. Local people have cam- 
paigned for more than a decade to 
stop dams and are fiercely opposed 
to the project and determined that 
it will never be completed. 


A Brief Report on a few of the Actions in the Hague 


It seems that this year's UN Conference on Climate 
Change in the Hague, the Netherlands, turned out to be 
another festival of resistance. The weeks leading up to the 
conference held many small-scale actions like the Walk 
of Life memorializing the fifth anniversary of Ken Saro 
Wiwa's execution. The march began at the place most 
responsible for his death — Shell headquarters — and trav- 
eled to the conference center where talks later took place. 
A March for the Uwa of Columbia was held as well. 

Many autonomous, late-night actions occurred, leav- 
ing a McDonald's, two Aamaco gas stations and two 
Shell gas stations smashed, as well as, a paint bomb 
attack on the Shell headquarters. 

On the second-to-last day of the conference, a banner 
was hung in the middle of the conference center stair- 
way. The banner read, "Corporate Lobbyists and the 
Governments that do your bidding... How will our 


grandchildren forgive you?" Activists maintained this 
perch on a beam, watching the talks fall into ruin. 
Strangely, toilets were blocked up and pipes exploded 
while several laptops disappeared. Some conference com- 
puters were superglued. Very late one night, the second 
floor of the Bel Air Hotel, where the American delegation 
was staying, was flooded after a smoke grenade set off the 
sprinkler system. 

Finally, the talks ended in disgrace with business as 
usual and no treaty. The banner hangers came down to a 
press conference after a 20-hour sit. Mourners, dressed in 
black, parade to the meeting center carrying the corpse of 
the conference wrapped in a UN COP 6 flag with a banner 
reading, "The talks are dead, time to take action." The 
body was doused in fuel and set alight, a funeral pyre for 
all the delegates to see as they fled from their involve- 
ment in the mess we are in. 



A protester bums his Canadian passport in a statement against 
his country's performance at the Climate Conference. 
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Shit 

continued from page 3 

Dear SFB, 

In your last issue you printed a 
very reactionary and inaccurate 
letter from the "Bring on the Re- 
pression Society," so we thought 
it was necessary to respond. Sure, 
there has been a lot of shit-talking, 
but most of it started when the 
so-called "values of non-hierar- 
chy and autonomy" of protest 
"experts" like the Direct Action 
Network, the Ruckus Society, and 
more mainstream groups not only 
shut out more radical views and 
publicly denounced them in main- 
stream media, but even went as far 
as to play cops in the streets (like 
physically intervening and in 
some cases pepper spraying those 
engaged in property destruction). 
Let's not confuse shit-talking with 
expressing our frustration with the 
current situation. From the previ- 
ous letter one might think that 
critiques of the left and of the 
dominant so-called "direct action" 
movement is the extent or focus 
of our activity. This could not be 
further from the truth. 

Yes, the anarchist movement has 
much room for improvement, but 
there are more "grassroots pro j ects" 
going on with little or no money 
and with a much wider scope than 
has been seen from many self-pro- 
claimed "activist" groups. From 
building strong mutual-aid com- 
munities, to the creation of many 
forms of alternative media and 
outreach (journals, zines, pirate 
radio, video, public access TV, etc.), 
to posing at least somewhat of an 
ongoing threat to the state and all 
other forms of domination, the 
anarchist movement is transcend- 
ing the "expert" mentality and the 
desire to direct and control resis- 
tance so rampant within the 
"activist scene." Add to this, the 
much needed escalation of tactics 
and you have what has been lack- 
ing in our movement for 30 years 
— a revolutionary agenda. 

According to the previous let- 
ter, "we used to hang banners and 
use lockboxes... but then everyone 
started doing it... (So) we had to 
become even bigger bad-asses. Now 
we fuck shit up." This is such a 
shallow analysis of why more mili- 
tant tactics are being used. Many of 
us have realized the futile nature of 
some of our old ways and have 
decided to try to become more 
effective. Yes, repression will in- 
crease in proportion to the escala- 
tion of tactics, but we need to 
accept and prepare for that and not 
run away blaming those willing to 
take more extreme actions. Most 
people of the world don't have the 
privilege to avoid oppression, so 
we should not discount more ag- 
gressive tactics in order to preserve 
our own safety. 

Let's get real, there ain't much 
time left! We can spend all of our 
energy embracing and sucking up 
to those with much different goals 
so we can have a potentially broader 
movement, but more likely, a 
weaker and reformist agenda; or 
we could be honest about our 
intentions and act on them. We 
should not isolate ourselves and 
we do need to build stronger alli- 
ances, but not at the expense of 
compromising our actions or our 
analysis. Also, the alliances we 
should be building are not neces- 
sarily with other activists, but with 
those who have the most to gain 
from the system falling. Sorry if 
this messes up any of the paid or 
career "activist's" plans for a 
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For Srains, under 300 words ... 


smooth transition of power, 
things may have to get a little 
messy in order for it get better! 

Fuck the dvil,let's get disobedient! 

Revoltingly yours, 

— the "Bring On the Ruckus" 
Society 

Dear Dead Fish for Brains, 

Awk! What was with that hor- 
rible poem on the Armed with 
Visions page in last issue? "Consider 
the Salmon: on Eating" has the most 
pathetic message I have seen on the 
poetry page ever. Admittedly, it flows 
freely to its hideous conclusion 
which advises the reader to "Eat — 
so the elaborate mess of nature 
Makes elaborate sense." It would 
have been more realistic if the 
poem had concluded "Eat — so the 
last endangered species Festers 
in your belly." 

The only respectable line in the 
entire poem, "Eat — and you are 
eating the wild," goes on to say 
that the only way to feel the 
strength of the salmon is to eat it. 
Come on people, let's get real. 
Salmon are endangered. Oh sure, 
there are farm raised salmon, but 
you can't make me believe that 
eating them is OK either. 

The gathering of stamina and 
knowledge from a dead chunk-o- 
flesh is ridiculous and harkens back 
to the legends of glorious 
cannibalism in order to gain 
your enemies prowess — ick. 

"Eat — the voice of God ab- 
sorbed through the skin in 
the deepening thunder of 
swimming... without this 
food we know nothing 
smoked to a toasted bagel 
with sweet red onions eat the 
knowledge of piloting with 
one purpose," reads like a 1 
commercial for meat con 
sumption and does nothing 
to help the fish. What a load 
of crap, do people truly be- 
lieve it's important to save 
salmon so that we can eat 
them and be wise; for wiseness 
will ooze forth from the fetid 
flesh and enter our soul through 
the taste buds in our mouths. 1 
don't think so. 

— Ladybug 

Hello, 

I am trying to enlist help with a 
cause very dear to my heart. Panda 
Energy International, a large Texas 
based corporation has proposed the 
building of a new 30 acre, 1000 
megawatt, gas powered facility in 
our township — an area known tor 
it's beautiful land, lakes and homes. 
The pollution generated from this 
plant would wraek havoc on our 
area and our lives and we are ready 
to do battle with this company. We 
have formed a grassroots com- 
munity organization, NOPE(NOPand 
Energy) and we are growing in num- 
bers — but we would like to have, 
and need, support from a larger, 
established environmental group. 
Would you be able to help us out in 
ANY way? If only posting a blurb/ 
link on your website? 1 would be 
happy to inform you further on 
this, and please check out our 
web site: www.usol.com/~nope/. 

— Susan Schouwenaar 

SUSAN.SCH0UWENAAR@MIDATAEBS.COM 

Dear EF!, 

I was talking to a person at the 
billiards about anarchy. Then, we 
got on the subject of logging. I 
was bitching/preaching about 
how PL should stop logging the 
old growth trees. We both agreed 


it was wrong. After that, he told 
me you can grow pressurized pine 
trees. All I know is that the tree 
gets injected with a* chemical 
(which can be used for good? Do 
you think it is?). This chemical 
hardens the wood to the pressure 
of an oak tree. They take 20 years 
to grow, so if people start growing 
them soon we won't have to 
sacrifice all the old-growth trees. 

Personally I feel you can let this 
chemical agent slide by since it 
helps preserve the old-growth trees. 
If people start cultivating this soon 
the more time to get the supply 
out, practice, to get genetic freaks' 
minds off GMO's cross breeding 
salmon. It can be a hybrid tree like 
hybrid marijuana plants. 

Thanx, 

— D. 

Editor's note: Instead of modify- 
ing the forest to produce more wood 
for us, why not modify ourselves so 
we don't "need" as much of the 
forest? Trees — oldandyoung, pineand 
redwood — have evolved over millen- 
nia to fit perfectly into delicately 
balanced ecosystems. Manipulation 
can only upset that balance. A ttempts 
to engineer the natural world are arro- 
gant, misguided, morally bankrupt 
and inevitably doomed to failure. 


cerning horticultural tech- 
niques and nurseries. As we 
have the intention of setting 
up a library, please send us a 
copy of your Journal. 

We thank you in advance for 
your friendliness. 

— George "Point E." 62, 
rue Georges Clemenceau, 11000 
Carcasonne, France 

Dear Gore for brains, 

How on earth did your collec- 
tive come to the conclusion to 
solicit or print the pro-Gore ar- 
ticle in the Mabon issue? Is the 
author's viewpoint popular or 
common in Earth First!? It 
wouldn't surprise me to see that 
type of sentiment coming from 
the mainstream enviro move- 
ment, but I expect a truly "No 
Compromise!" take on things 
coming from EF!. The Green Anar- 
chists 1 heard speak at an anarchist 
conference in LA recently painted a 
very different picture of radical en- 
vironmentalism. Are Green Anarchy 
and EF! really that different? 

As a biocentric anarchist I have 
always valued the fight against eco- 
devastation, but this disturbing 
current in the radical eco move- 
ment shows that at least some 
EFlers are either completely igno- 



Dear SFB, 

I love the Journal. The honesty, 
intelligence, humor, ingenuity, 
courage and devotion that comes 
through these pages makes it the 
most inspiring thing I've ever 
read. These are the real American 
and global heroes — the ones who 
really know what's going on, and 
are really fighting to defend our 
country and our planet. Every- 
thing you do is great. A peaceful 
demo? Great! Setting lab animals 
free? Great! Tearing up GE crops? 
Great! A blockade, a pie in the 
face, it's all cool. "The only thing 
necessary for the triumph of evil 
is for good people to do noth- 
ing." A raging, foaming at the 
mouth wolf to all you good 
people who refuse to bury your 
heads in the sand. 

— Lois Latman 

Monsieur, 

We are a group of friends in a 
precarious situation, who, for the 
love of nature, which is related to 
a desire for self-sufficiency, have 
founded an association called 
"Guerilla Verte" (Green Guerrilla), 
the main goal of which is the 
creation of community gardens — 
open to everybody! 

We would like you to publish 
an announcement in your publi- 
cation expressing our needs for 
tools, soil and various gardening 
materials — as well as books con- 


rant of the racist brutality and 
social control exercised by elites 
in a "democracy" such as this one, 
or they just don't care — perhaps 
because they themselves are 
racist, or think the ongoing 
genocide of Indians and the 
urban poor is less important 
than the perseverance of wolves. 
Neither is more important than 
the other, and if you think that 
legitimizing the democratic system 
(rule by the many, not rule by 
"the people" as Naderites and pro- 
democracy activists like to claim) 
is going to solve the crisis of 
extinction, you have a lot of 
studying up of history to do. It's 
good to see that some EFlers, 
such as Un- Voter, are actively 
disassociating themselves with 
electoral politics. 

I suggest EFlers clarify the con- 
tradictions in your alliances with 
opinions such as these. 

For the abolition of the ecocidal 
Nation-State, 

— Sierra Sanchez 

Dear SFB, 

I recently read a very good ar- 
ticle in Earth First! Journal about 
the US fumigation program in Co- 
lombia. I found this article very 
good because it is usual that 
the media only publish the rub- 
bish and lies of Clinton and all 
the corrupt presidents that follow 
him because Clinton is the mother 
of hypocrisy, lies and corruption. 


I'm not Colombian, but I've 
lived in Colombia for many years 
and I know the horrible situation 
there very well, because I know 
the campesinos (peasants) and 
the real situation of discrimi- 
nation, oppression and crime. 

I have seen many plantations 
of sweet corn, bananas, yuca 
etc. completely dry as a result 
of the fumigation. 

The Colombian government 
sometimes uses pilots from the 
USA and these men are prepared 
with anger and hate towards the 
Colombian campesinos, and for 
this reason the gringos carry out 
the fumigation in the food crops 
of the poor campesinos, the cows, 
chickens, pastures and sometimes 
the people, babies and children. 
This brings the Colombian mili- 
tary pleasure because for them it 
is like an experiment with the 
vegetable, human and animal life. 

Sometimes in the Bota Caucano 
area the US annies and paramilitaries 
of Colombia make military prac- 
tices with innocent people. In one 
incident paramilitaries stopped a 
bus (called a mixto) full of 
campesinos and began to attack 
the people. At this moment the 
FARC guerrillas appeared and de- 
fended the innocent campesinos. 

The paramilitaries 
radioed for the 
help of the mili- 
tary because the 
paramilitaries 
are very cow- 
ardly as are the 
police and mili- 
tary of Colombia. 
After 10 minutes, 
seven US Army 
helicopters arrived 
and began firing 
in all directions 
killing some people 
and wounding many 
more. From the he- 
licopters descended 
US military on special 
ropes with machineguns 
and continued attacking 
the people from the bus and 
the guerrillas. 

After this they left and Colombian 
military arrived to remove the 
dead bodies so that they could 
say to the nation that there were 
only guerrillas and so it was not a 
problem to kill them. 

It is possible to say many things 
about the horrible behavior of 
the USA-Colombian military and 
the government with the innocent 
people, women and children, but 
the journalists do not want to 
speak the truth because they want 
to serve the Beast, no. 666, USA. 

Regarding your article "Politics 
and Poison" by Chris Pothecary 
(see EF! Journal August-September 
2000), I think it is a very excellent 
piece of writing, but I would like 
to mention the editors note at the 
foot of the article that read, "On 
July 1 6, the Colombian government 
announced that it had no intent i o n s 
of testing or using genetically 
altered fungus in its aggressive 
campaign against coca." 

Clarification: It is possible that 
the government of Pastrana made 
this statement, but it is a false 
promise to the minister of en- 
vironment and the environmental 
organizations of Colombia, etc. 
who know the real situation of 
the country and the negative 
actions of the USA's solution. 

Pastrana is a hypocrite; he 
agreed with the wishes of the 
environment minister but only 


Mas Caca para tu Cerebro 


to make a good impression. 
However, now in Putumayo, ex- 
perimentation with this fungus has 
begun in secret but the campesinos 
obviously know the situation 
very well because they live in 
this area. For this reason the 
USA and Colombian military 
need to kill campesinos because 
they do not want witnesses to 
their criminal actions. 

1 hope it is possible to diffuse 
this clarification because it is not 
possible to completely know the 
dimension of the problem 
without the voices of the poor 
campesino people, the people 
that are more affected by this 
discrimination and criminal so- 
lution of Clinton and his partner. 

— Enrique Pizarro 


Warner Creek, Bald Mountain... 


Dear Earth First!, 

From your front page stories... 

" . ..geneticists, global capitalism, 
Nigeria, Adnyamathanha..." 

In Los Angeles beautiful old 
trees are being cut down for 
development every day. 

Four towering trees, valued at 
$35,000 at Kelton and Missouri 
streets, are about to go on the 
Westside for a building. 

What about a notice and giv- 1 
ing notice for organizing to save 
the urban forest — getting back 
to the local... 

Sincerely, 

— Andrew Kay Liberman 

Dear shit for brains, 

Wow, Earth First! and the EF! 
Journal sure seem to be having an 
identity crisis! After reading the 
last couple of Journals and attend- 
ing some of the recent gather- 
ings, its become obvious that EF? 
has no clear idea of where they are 
going and have been hijacked by 
non-violence dogmatists. 

For instance, does any EF! group 
actually focus on biodiversity 
issues or have a deep ecological 
outlook? Is the EF! Journal the 
mouthpiece for social justice 
issues? While I value the efforts 
of people in inner cities fighting 
industry, I think the EF! move- 
ment needs to focus on saving 
the wild by any means. 

Another example: a group 
called the Monkeywrench Gang 
recently sabotaged an electrical 
generator owned by Interior in 
the Elaho Valley in BC. Elaho EF! 
sends out a press release reprint- 
ing the communique and quite 
obviously supporting the action. 
They should be commended 
for this. Then a few days later, 
the ELF burns down a luxury 
mansion in Colora do inflicting 
$2.7 million in damage to the 
developers. f|<5U would think 
that locil ^glou psMw ould be 
happy to see aggressive coura- 
geous actions. Nope? Some paci- 
fist from Boulder EF! happily 
gives a statement to the corpo- 
rate media condemning arson 
as a legitimate toolgf ecbdefense. 

Really people. You need to get 
your act together. The EF! move- 
ment is dying. Whereas the EF! 
movement arid the Journal used 
to be concerned with results, they 
are now more concerned with 
publicity, fund raising and 
generally being as acceptable and 
mainstream as possible at the 
expense of saving wild land. 

— George H. 
PS: It would have been better 
if the 20th anniversary edition 
analyzed the movement as op- 
posed to being nostalgic about 


Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I have a big gripe with your last 
edition of the Journal. When 
awarding wolves and poodles, 
please look a little more in depth 
to who and what you are awarding 
these esteemed prizes to. 1 started 
working at Fish Brewing Company 
in Olympia in December of 1993 
and left as lead assistant brewer 
injulyof 1998 and the only "wolf” 
that should have been awarded 
was when thebrewers fought with 
management and went IWW (In- 
dustrial Workers of the World). 
Aside trom the 2 1/2 years the 
brewery was Wobbly, there was 
rarely a single wolf in the lot. 
Although I would never bash the 
quality of the ales brewed there, 
as an institution, they are of the 
typical liberal variety. Aside from 
deSling with threats of termi- 
nation, pay cuts, unpaid work 
and numerous other unfair labor 
practices that we endured, never 
did we ever see anyone otherthan 
the Wobblies at job actions, orga- 
nizational meetings or tree sits. 

Tonight I sat with EF! and IWW 
friends at a yule fest when your 
column v\ asbroughttomyattention . 

I can tell you that the mood of several 
at the gathering was drastically 
changed. In years past the manage- 
ment of Fish has rarely if ever earned 
the respect of the radical commu- 
nity, though not an evil corpora- 
tion in and oi itself, it certainly 
does not warrant praise. If you look 
deeper into the environmental 
issue, beer brewing, even their very 
tasty " Organic Amber" is a resource 
heavy industry. While the ingre- 
dients in their organic ale are 
truly organic, the cleaning and 
sanitizing of such a large opera- 
tion can hardly be considered 
environmentally friendly, i.e. acids 
and caustics by the gallons not to 
mention thousands of gallons of 
water used for mass production. 

Furthermore, to distinguish 
Fish Brewing Company above 
other because of its marketing 
ploy makes me want to puke up 
all the porter 1 ever brewed in that 
place. Though I like Fish Tale Ales, 
it is all green marketing, taHjig 
radical environmental jingoism 
(Brewed in the Republic of 
Cascadia, Let the Rivers Run 
Free...) to sell their products in 
local co-ops and those not clued 
into the advertising practice. 
My views on this will only 
change when I see the office 
staff of Fish Brewing Company 
encouraging union organizing 
instead of bashing it. i bcim g 
down to a bulldozer or. packing 
explosives to the Grand Coulee 
or Glen Canyon. 

AnlnjurytoOneisan Injury to All, 
— Eric Chase 

Editor's note: You are right; I feel 


Dear SFB, 

I am sorry it has taken so long 
for me to walk the walk instead of 
just talking the talk. 1 am now 
getting your journal and plan to 
act ASAP. Don't thank me for fi- 
nally acting, thank that jack-ass 
America that gave the keys to the 
White House to. G.W. Bush. He 
has me writhing in agony for the 
environmental futureof the world. 

I have spent the better part of 
two and one half years traveling 
the States 


abroad. I have seen 
from the outside looking in and 
didn't always like what I saw. 
Given we have the right to at 
least protest freely, others are 
not where our government 
wreaks havoc in their backyard. 

I want to know what to do and 


Dear SFB, 

You should pratice what you 
preach Go live in the the woods & 
live off the land eat only plants 
oh you dont hurt plants so I guess 
you would starve to death, since 
you dont cut down trees you will 
have to find abrown bear to sleep 
next to so you wont freeze to 
death. Think you can find a 
friendly one?? Maybe the wolves 
you want to save will share some 
caribuewith you or they will have 
you for a snack. Well have a nice 
day in your wood house that I cut 
down the trees for or the cement 
one that my brother blew up the 
rock so that you can live in 
warmth and dry. 

If you "wood" like to reply 
you can reach me at 


howjto do it concerning the yellow_duck_dog@hotmail.com 


fight versus Bush's ignorance 
in environmentalism. I hope the 
Journal, this web site, and 
updates will do the job. I would 
like the Journal to hit up the 
importance of the need for 
immediate action to halt any 
drilling Bush plans to open in 
Alaska. I am sure there are many 
more problems in the world, but 
this will be in the PR spotlight. 

Thank you and I hope at the 
end of the day you know you 
have one more believer, one more 
to fight the good fight, and one 
more Earth Firstier. 

— Marty Ochs 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

It's hard to find an EF!er who 
doesn't agree that actions speak 
louder than words. So it's ironic 
when there's conflict between the 
two in the pages of the Journal. 

The 20th anniversary (Samhain) 
issue was fucking excellent — but 
the facesyou profile on the cover, 
representing the movement's 
20 year history, reveal our true 
colors — white. 21 Photos, 20 
apparently of white people, 1 
non-white, (also, 18men:3 women!) 


— -Jeff Frizzell 

Dear Earth First! 

A Word for those who are im- 
prisoned after releasing mink 
from fur farms. Rod Coronado 
states that it is the obligation for 
everyone to accept the 
consequences of their actions. 
There is immense international 
support for these victims. 
Removing mink from fur farms 
appears to be illegal. 

However, one should realize 
that killing an animal and using 
its fur for woman's clothes is in- 
humane, immoral and totally 
unaccepted in a humane world. 
Man must be aware of his actions 
when he allows this monstrous 
thing to happen. God did not 
make animals to be skinned and 
used for human clothing. 

Man must realize this sinful act 
and amend his ways. This is not 
impossible. It is just a way of 
changing economic pursuits and 
man has to find other ways of 
earning money. It is true mink is 
a costly product but also a costly 
sin. I would like to know how any 
human could remain unaffected 


Ironically, in the previous issue when he sees a living animal as 
(Lqghnasadh), Yael's page 2 someone's fur coat. 


W 


editorial asserts that EF! is much 
less white than it looks ("a rich 
diversity exists in the movement 
already," "the keepers of the 
wilderness are notas homogenous 
as some people think," etc.) 

Now, 3vhile the Joumpl 

responsible for the content of a to uphold the lives of animals, 
short-termer's offensive page 2 Therefore, freeing mink should 
editorial, y'all are responsible not be illegal. It's time the Morals 
for decisions regarding this his- were taken into consideration 
torical cover. This 20:1 ratio sends before applying the whip to 
out a clear message far louder saviors of our animal kingdom. 


To all the individuals who will 
not wear fur coats, you are the salt of 
the earth and the noble of society. 
Your concern for animals in a man- 
qriented society makes you merci- 
ful and kind. Unfortunately, you 
are scarce as you commit yourselves 


than all these all-too-commpn, 1 
defensive words about being an 
inclusive movement. 

White activists must take a// 
responsibility for why this 
movement remains such a white 
monoculture, and it is day to day 
decisions such as this one that 
help keep it that way. As Leonard 
Peltier points out in the Yule issue, 


-—Flo Levinf. 


the last legitimate wolf we handed "all of these things, the degrada- 
but went to the dozen-odd Aggies tion of the earth... <and> racism 
that left the gene pool before adding are intimately connected. We 
to it. I just couldn't resist the dam- cannot win one struggle with- 
busting art theme and the "Detona- out understanding the others." 


tor" name; add my weakness for the 
Cascadian thing and I was help- 
less. Anyway, I'm a saw-running, 
’s-swilling heretic and for all 
the evil shit DuPont has spewed 
out, I've considered handing them a 
mongrel wolf just for long-standing 
quality in dynamite. 

No Fuckin' Compromise! (My fa- 
vorite bit of radical enviro-jingoism 
designed to sell products.) 

— Mick 


It's not a "nice bonus" (Yael 
again) to include non-white 
people and their perspectives 
in the movement. It's both a 
strategic necessity, and a moral 
fucking imperative. The time 
has come for those who are "here 
for the earth" to awaken and 
take responsibility for our 
movement’s actions. 

Respect, 

— girl Mark 


’ fSmcerely, 

Dear SFB, 

The November-December 
(Samhain) issue was the best yet 
and helped shed light on what 
this movement really is. Peggy 
McRae done good on the front 
cover collage too. I'm wondering 
if the dude wearing the green 
shirt next to the fiddle player is 
me. 1 1 could ha ve been taken when 
I lived with a free lance photogra- 
phei/student activist in Eugene 
between 90 and 91. I used to 
attend the animal abuse meeting 
at U of O Student Survival Center. 

At those meetings, there was a 
lot of attention given to monkey 
experiments the psych depart- 
ment wanted to do. Since I had 
experience doing legal research, I 
offered to look at the legality of 
the situation. I found this kind of 
research was only allowed if it 
broke new ground, something the 


research protocol claimed to do. 

I spent a lot of additional time in 
the science library back then 
looked for abstracts to show that 
the experiment protocol repli- 
cated prior research, which made 
the protocol (and grants using 
similar language) fraudulent. 

I shared this information with 
the student group but don't know 
if it proved helpful. Not long after 
that, I was incarcerated in Texas 
where I've been ever since. If any- 
one reading this remembers what 
happened with that, please write 
and let me know. 

— Mike West 
c/o Kenneth W. Smith 
Attorney at Law 

1917 North Main, Houston, TX 
77009 

Editor's Note: The guy in the green 
shirt is Mike Roselle. 

Dear SFB, 

1 think you should take action 
again the Methanex Corporation 
in Vancouver, BC, which is suing 
the US under NAFTA because 
California has banned the carcino- 
genic and water-contaminating 
gasoline additive MBTE. As you 
know, a lot of ground water in 
California has been poisoned and 
MBTEisshowingup in Oregon wells. 

MBTE is killing people and 
damaging the environment, but 
the company wants to force people 
to use it to preserve their profits. 

Action against Methanex and 
against large mutual funds that 
invest in its stock is in order! 

— Starcat Waterwarrior 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I am writing this letter because 
I'm very irritated over the blatant 
misuse of the word "rape" in 
environmentalist circles. Often 
times ecological destruction is 
compared with that horrible act 
of sexual oppression and 
dominance, and I'm sorry to say 
to the "eco-warriors" out there, 
ecological destruction and rape 
are not the same thing. There is 
no such thing as "the rape of 
mother earth." 

Rape is an act of sex that is 
forced or coerced upon another 
human being. Rape is also an act 
of dominance, onto a person 
who is weaker. Ecological 
destruction, deforestation, 
pollution, etc., are not sexual acts 
that involve force or coercion. 
"Ecocide" is carried out for 
profit, not sexual gratification 
and dominance. No business- 
man sets up shop,to "dominate 
the earth," but to make a profit. 
No businessman sticks his penis 
into the earth, against her will, 
while she screams for him to stop. 

The Earth isn'tbeingraped. There 
is no sexual dominance over the 
Earth, and the Earth isn't not 
being forced into sexual acts. 
Period. 

And please don't take this as an anti- 
environmentalist stance, I justwish 
my fellow "tree huggers" would stop 
taldng a horrible thing like rape and 
using it to make power slogans like 
"Stop the rape of Mother Earth" 
and such, not to mention that it 
makes us look stupid to the main- 
stream, further marginalizing us, 
and is offensive to most women 
who have actually gone through it. 

For any questions or comments, 
feel free to mail. 

— Lucas Szabo 
POB 618 
Donald, OR 97020 
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Political Prisoner Listings 

Eco-Defense 

•Ted Kaczynski, #04475-046, POB 8500, Florence, CO 81226-8500. 

•Wiebo A. Ludwig, Grand Cache Institution, Bag 4000, Grand Cache, Alberta, 

TOE 0Y0, Canada. 

•Jeffrey Luers (Free) #1306729, 101 W 5th Street, Eugene, OR 97401. Awaiting trial on 
arson charges. 

•Craig Marshall (Critter), POB 50263, Eugene, OR 97405. Took a deal and is serving 66 
months for attempted arson and other charges. 

•Helen Woodson, 03231-045 FMC Carswell, POB 27137 Admin Max Unit, Fort Worth, 
TX 76127. Serving 27 years for taking $26,000 from a bank and setting the money 
on fire while reading a statement denouncing greed, capitalism and the destruction of 
the environment. Also, serving time for mailing warning letters containing bullets to 
six corporate officials and sabbing a nucler missile silo with a jack hammer. 

Due out in 2005 

•Betty Krawcyzk, Burnaby Correctional Facility for Women, 7900 Fraser Park Dr., 
Burnaby, BC V5J 5H1 Canada. Serving one year for blocking a road whilst trying to 
stop logging in the Elaho. 

•Nikos Maziotis, c/o Dafni Vaganou, Ozortz 3, 10689 Athens, Greece. Serving 15 years 
for bombing the Greek Ministry of Industry in protest of an attempt by TVX-Gold to 
build a factory in Strymonikos Bay. 

•Silvano Pellissero, Com. Mastrolierto, Via Ferrerinoli no2, Sanponso, 10080Torino, Italy. 
Serving 6 years 8 months for allegedly sabotaging of a rail line construction site in the 
Northern Italian Alps. He understands French, Spanish and Italian but not English. 


June 18/May Day/ N30 

•Robert LeeThaxton, #12112716, 777 Stanton Street, Ontario, OR 97914. Serving seven 
years for throwing a rock at a policeman in self-defense. 

•Jonathan Elliot, FT10TT, HMP Petonville, Caledonian Road, London, N7 8TT. 
Sentenced to six months for affray during the 1999 N30 demonstration. 

•Michael Collins, FR6303, H.M. Prison, POB 757, Heathfield Road, London, 

SW18 3HS, England (2 years). 

•Nikki Koole, FB6530, HMYOI Feltham, Middx, TW13 4ND, England (9 months). 

•Angel Makoly FB4689 HMYOI Onley, Rugby CV23 8AP England (24 months). 

•Paul Revell, FR5599, H.M. Prison, PO Box 757, Heathfield Road, London, SW18 
3HS, England (18 months). 

•Simone Sabeddu, FB2520, HMYOI Feltham, Bedfont Road, Feltham, Middx TW13 
4ND, England (14 months). 

•Darren Sole, DN9381, HMP Highpoint, Suffolk, CB8 9YG England (12 months). 

•Kevin Townsend, FR6275, H.M. Prison, PO Box 757, Heathfield Road, London, 

SW18 3HS, England (9 months). 

•Darryl Walker, FR5483, H.M. Prison, PO Box 757, Heathfield Road, London, SW18 3HS, 
England (15 months). 

•Gareth Williams, FT7291, 


Animal Liberation 

•Andrew Stepanian, 8/8/1978, 100 Center Drive, Riverhead, NY 1 1901. Andy was 
snitched on by his co-defendent and convicted of breaking fur-store windows in Long 
Island. Andy pled not guilty and is not an ALF prisoner. 

•Rae Newlands, HMP Holloway, Parkhurst Road, London, N7 ONU, England. Sentenced 
to 60 days in connection with a visit to Shamrock Farm workers on Halloween 1999. 

•Barry Horne, VC2141, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 0EB, 
England. Serving 18 years for various anti-vivisection arsons and attempted arsons. 

•Mel Broughton, DJ8216, HMP The Mount, Molyneaux Ave, Bovingdon, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts, HP3 0NZ, England. Sentenced to four years imprisonment for 
conspiracy to cause explosions. 

•David Elliot, HMP Chelmsford, Springfield Rd., Chelmsfield CM2 6LQ, England. 
Serving two months for an alleged assault on a police officer during a hunt sabotage. 

•Mark Kulsdom, Blegdamfejens Faengsel, Blegdamsvej 6, 2200 Copenhagen N, 
Denmark. Dutch ALF activist serving 10 months for releasing 8,000 mink from a fur 
farm in Denmark. 

•Robert Molenaar, Vestre Faengsel, cel 408, Vigerslev Alle 1, 2450 Copenhagen SV, 
Denmark. Serving same sentence as above. 


HMP Pentonville London, N7 8TT, England (6 months). 


New: ELP North America, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440; 
naelpsn@yahoo.com; www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk 


Indigenous Land Rights 

•Leonard Peltier #89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048 
•Robert Wilson (Standing Deer) #640289, Pack Unit 1, 2400 Wallace Pack Rd. Navasota, 
TX 77869. While in jail, he exposed government plot to kill Peltier. 

Second Annual Djy Skillshare Conference 

.April 1 9-22 

924 Gilman PVoject, Berkeley, California 

A gathering featuring practical skills and personal politics 
workshops for the radical community. 

50 workshops including: solar, pedal powered tools, com- 
munity currencies, greywater treatment systems, wetlands 
restoration, immigrant and bicultural identity, emergency 
medicine, women in the trades, biodiesel, beekeeping, 
blacksmithing, video activism, antiracist organizaing, 
parenting in radical communities, tool sharpening, cpr and 
much more. 

For more information, contact Skillshare, POB 4934, Berkeley, 
CA 94704; (510) 496-2740 x3957, skillshare@onebox.com; 
diyskillshare-subscribe@egroups.com. 





EF! Organizer’s Conference 

February 7-9 (Winter Rendezvous Feb. 10-11) 

mpa Bay, Florida 

K ^aTmg, camping, swimming, more meeting 
riease to V r (required) so we know how many people we have 

to transport (hint: you can’t drive there). 
A Night to Howl is Tuesday night 
(February 6) in Tampa. If you 
want rides from the airport, 
fly into Tampa. Bring boats 
1 beach stuff. 

For more information, 

t, (727)538-9050; 

clearwateref@juno.com. 


vr, 


pickAxe Video Showing 

Tim Ream, co-producer of the movie pickAxe, will be premiering the film and 
speaking in 40 cities across the US throughout March and April 2001 . pickAxe 
is a feature-length film chronicling the year-long blockade to protect Warner 
Creek in the Oregon Cascades. This area was off-limits to logging until 
arsonists burned 9,000 acres, and the Forest Service announced salvage 
logging plans. The 95-minute documentary includes scenes from the fire, the 
building of the blockade, Tim's 75-day hunger strike, the police raid on the 
camp, the amazing final jailhouse scene and ultimately the victory of a 
people's movement over corporate and political interests. 

We are looking for local coordinators to schedule and promote a screening in 
each city. All proceeds will go to the local sponsoring group or groups. But we 
are expecting much more involvement. pickAxe is an inspiring movie and Tim 
an inspiring speaker. Following the screening we will be seeking to involve 
members of the audience in the full range of forest activism from donations to 
direct action. In addition Tim, will be available for press, editorial board and 
social club visits and presentations. 

A tentative schedule follows. Dates and locations have been chosen to work 
with school schedules, Earth Week, Senate targets to prevent filibuster cloture, 
salvage logging target areas and existing activist hotbeds. There is some 
flexibility. While we cannot accommodate all areas of the nation in a two- 
month period, please let us know if you are interested in coordinating a 
screening in your area. 

March: 9-1 1 WA; 12-14 OR; 15-22 CA; 23-24 AZ; 25-26 NM; 27-28 TX; 29 LA; 
30 AL; 31 GA 

April: 1 NC; 2 VA; 3-4 PA; 5-6 NYC; 7 RI; 8 MA; 9-10 VT; 1 1-12 NY; 13 PA; 14 
OH; 15 IN; 16-18 IL; 19-21 WI; 22 MN; 23-24 SD; 25-27 MT; 28 WA 

The website for up to date information about the speaking tour is 
www.forestdefense.org. To set a date in your town, leave your information at 
(888) pickAxe. 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World!* 


Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


WS 


fiether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
'eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

A covers the "big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E ' s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


! EiYES! 


Send me my FREE 
I U • trial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) lor only 
_ $19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
I invoice marked “cancel” and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine, to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 


AS9830 
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TURNING POINT 


A Southeast roadshow on corporate globalization, 
its discontents and alternative visions 

This is about sharing information and inspiration across the Southeast region regarding 
globalization, its negative impacts and new visions. 

This is about progressive people in your town joining together to become stronger advocates 
for your collective beliefs. We are encouraging groups to come together to host these events. No 
group loses its autonomy by participating. 

We will offer a comprehensive analysis of corporate globalization as it affects the Southeastern US 
and the world. We will explore impacts on workers, rights, the environment, sovereignty, gender and 
racial equality, health issues and more. We will discuss tangible solutions and realistic goals for a society 
that places compassionate values over corporate profits. We will also explore simple ways of working 
cooperatively with others to create positive change. 

This roadshow will also allow you to network with the people in your town and region that are 
concerned about these important issues and how they affect our world. 

For more information, contact Leigh Scherberger, squashflower2@aol.com; check out David 
Rovics website, www.davidrovics.com. Or to book a roadshow stop in your community contact john 
johnson, (423) 949-5922; johnjef@bledsoe.net. 


Wanted: Forest Witch Director 

Friends of the Clearwater (FOC), a grassroots environmental organization devoted to the 
protection and restoration of Idaho's Wild Clearwater country, is searching for a Forest Watch 
Director. FOC defends this area through an aggressive Forest Watch program. Duties of the Forest 
Watch Director include coordinating forest watch activities with other groups, volunteers, board 
members, and the public. This entails a working knowledge of agency processes and laws including 
the National Environmental Policy Act, National Forest Management Act, the Endangered Species 
Act, and the Wilderness Act. In addition to the above, applicants must have excellent writing, 
organizational and communication skills, a love of the Wild and a sense of humor. 

FOC is based in Moscow, Idaho, a university town (University of Idaho) of approximately 
20,000 people in the north-central part) of the state. Salary is approximately $19,000 per year, 
DOE. Applicants should send a letter of ajpplication, a resume and three references to Friends of the 
Clearwater, POB 9241, Moscow, ID 83843/(208) 882-9755; foc@wildrockies.org; www.wildrockies.org/ 
foe. Closing date is January 31, 2001, or until position is filled. 


call to a^^ tlo X^AllTO‘AcnON SPRING T< 

Call To Action (CtA) is now booking stops for our national Spring 2001 tour, bring the skills, knov 
We are offering quality skill and issue workshops focusing on the FTAA, and its We are available f 
poster-child: Citigroup. events, and one-nigf 

If your group is interested in tackling the prison industrial complex, Third World US, we start February 
debt, forest destruction, predatory lending and redlining as well as expanding your protests! Our trainer: 
organizing skills, then bring us to your town. Society, Earth First!, ! 

CtA's mission is to build a new generation of environmental and social justice We are committed 
activists with the skills and vision necessary to create fundamental social change, create and run your ; 
This spring we are traveling with a crew of six to eight trainers selected from a pool For more infor: 
of nationally experienced organizers. We travel in a huge Greyhound bus, and campaigns@calltoact 



cMT 


URGENT! Prevent the destruction of Eastern 
Oregon's, eastern Washington's, Idaho's, and 
western Montana's forests and natural ecosys- 
tems. BLM & USFS are planning on adopting the 
"co-option 9" of the Interior Columbia Basin: 
ICBEMP FEIS "alternative" S-2. This ecosystem- 
destroying "trojan horse" must be stopped. 
Write: Director, BLM and Chief, USFS, ICBEMP 
Protests, POB 65480, Washington DC, 20035, 
and insist this FEIS be scrapped. If you don't 
write call Dombeck (202) 205-1055. Demand 
protection for these essential ecosystem! Con- 
tact LOWD-BMBP, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 for 
more information. For the Wild! Thanks! 


11 to action call to action 


bring the skills, knowledge and experience to you and your regional event! 

We are available for three-to four-day-long action camps, two-day regional 
events, and one-night speaking engagements. We're looking for hosts across the 
US, we start February 1 6, in Portland, Oregon, and end in Quebec City at the FTAA 
protests! Our trainers have worked with Rainforest Action Network, the Ruckus 
Society, Earth First!, STARC and many community groups. 

We are committed to mutual education. CtA will bring the trainers, to help you 
create and run your action camp/regional event, and heighten your skills. 

For more information, contact Call to Action, (503) 804-9378; 
campaigns@calltoaction.org; www.calltoaction.org. 


INTERNS WANTED 

Set within 300 acres in an Appalachian valley, Moonshadow lies on the side of a forested mountain. Using 
clearings and south-facing slopes, we have created a small ecovillage where we explore the realities of 
sustainable agriculture. With permaculture design as our guide, we offer an example of how humans can 
live lightly on the Earth, supporting biodiversity and practicing deep ecology. 

We are looking for interns (two intern positions that include room and board — head gardener and office 
manager) at the Sequatchie Valley Institute at Moonshadow in rural Tennessee. 

We need hard workers willing to live with rustic conditions to join us from March through September. 
Interns are welcome through Spring, Summer and early Fall each year. Interests may vary from gardening 
and construction, video and media work, social and environmental activism, to office organization and 
non-profit development. Many projects can be tailored to fit the needs of the intern and in some cases 
college credit may be arranged. It is important to understand that every internship will be different - a lot 
depends on the projects that are in progress as well as SVI's schedule of events, conferences and workshops 
(when interns will be expected to help). 

Educational opportunities include workshops on sustainable living, natural building, Appalachian 
culture and video activism. Vegetarian meals are made and shared as a community, and housing is in 
summer shelters. We ask that you contribute $5/day while staying with us. Applications are accepted on 
an ongoing basis for our regular internships. The head gardener and office manager positions application 
deadline is January 31, 2000. 

The mission of the Sequatchie Valley Institute is to offer society an opportunity to experience and learn 
about living in harmony with nature by providing: education, art and research opportunities, land 
conservation and restoration, a dynamic model residence and learning center and, a vision for attaining 
a sustainable future 

Our five main programs are: Landscape and Architecture (permaculture, edible landscaping, natural 
building, and alternative energy), Outreach, Education and Research (off-site presentations and counsel- 
ing, tours, teacher enrichment and academic research), Moonshadow Programs (workshops, conferences 
and events), MEDIA RIGHTS (a media production company encompassing the goals of SVI, producing 
newsletters, video, audio, public art projects and the SVI website) and Land Conservation. 

To apply for one of these positions, please email Ashley Ironwood at mediarights@bledsoe.net or contact 
Moonshadow, Route One, Box 304, Whitwell, TN 37397; (423) 949-5922. 


CONCERNED' ' 
\ SINGLES " Q N 


NEWSLETTER 


M*"’ Inks compatible. 

W0 socially conscious 

singles who can 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

1 Free Sample: Wr*e Box 444-CF, 
I tenon Osls.UA 01242; 
cel (413) 444MM09; 

or browse nrtp^rwww.concemeeeln^ieexofri 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377. (408)488-1970. 
or browse www.caretaker.com 
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Dave Foreman Does Fiction 


by Josh Laughlin 

The recently published Lobo Outback Funeral Home is 
worthy of a read. For one, it is written by EFl's co-founder, 
Dave Foreman. Secondly, Dave does fiction. This is no 
Ecodefense, The Big Outside or "Around the Campfire" col- 
umn. This is a novel, his first. 

It's a story about wilderness preservation in the Southwest 
and the side stories of the characters involved. Leading the 
way is Jack Hunter, a chilly-dog chompin', burly, burnt-out 
DC environmental lobbyist, who heads back to New Mexico's 
Diablo to return to the life of a horseshoer, woman chaser, 
beer drinker and backcountry enthusiast. The story gets 
spicy and trashy when he catches back up with MaryAnne 
McClellan, daughter of Hunter's early mentor. Ten years 
younger than horny old Jack and a leading Mexican wolf 
biologist, she makes his perfect match. 

Now fitting shoes again and living back in his rural 
abode, Hunter can't seem to keep his pants on through 
most of the book. In the first chapter, way before he flirts 
his way into a relationship with sexy, young MaryAnne, he 
finds luck with Jodi Clayton, wife of wise-use hack, Buck 
Clayton. While shoeing her prized horses in the heat of the 
day, she, shirt unbuttoned and curves showing, seduces 
Hunter. He doesn't mind, at all. The moment then heads 
indoors to the closest bedroom. "'Pretty good,' Hunter said 
aloud to himself. 'Two horses and one filly done, and its 
barely afternoon. I should have time to get into Platoro and 
pack up some grub for the trip and get back in time to soak 
my poor ol' stiff body in the hot springs tonight.'" This is 
a common tone throughout the book. 

Otherwise, the plot is very simple. It reads not uncommon 
of the life of a Southwestern wilderness activist— one work- 
ing for additional wilderness designation, against declassifi- 
cation of preserved land, scuffling with the local bad boys, 
drinking regularly and baiting and catching bar room cuties. 

Throughout the book Foreman toes classic EF! rhetoric: 
Direct quotes from the EF! introductory primer are used, 
industry trucks are torched, agencies are paperwrenched. 
Though simply written, the book takes a few twists and 
turns. The Mexican wolf plays a key role. 

Foreman's best writing, though, is his character descrip- 
tions. The local sheriff's "dispatcher-receptionist-secretary- 
file clerk was a lumbering dreadnought, built of Rainbo 
bread and lunch meat, a granddaughter of the female 
aurochs described by H.L. Menken in his dispatch from the 
Scopes Monkey Trial. She had a row of chins like a long line 
of pelican bill-pouches strung down her throat. Her hair was 
a frizzy bleached-yellow helmet. Marlene Dietrich's eye- 
brows were painted on her forehead... MaryAnne's name 
came out of her long fat pharynx like a phlegm ball." 


Or try big Bill 
Crawford, Hunter's 
long-time wilderness 
and drinking buddy. 

"The shirt was unbut- 
toned halfway to his 
navel. Drops of sweat 
decorated the black mat 
of chest hair like orna- 
ments on a Christmas 
tree. Bill Crawford was 
not a naked ape. The 
rank pelt of his chest 
grew up his throat and 
over his face to the top 
of his head and down 
his neck to his back, 
leaving only his cheekbones, eyes and low forehead bare." 

Aside from the knee-slapping personal descriptions, the 
book offers some appreciated historical perspectives on the 
Southwest— the flora, fauna, reintroduced species and their 
behavior patterns. It goes into RARE II and the lands that 
the ensuing wilderness bills failed to preserve. 

But there were a few things that hit me as a bit odd. 
Mostly, Foreman seems to have this attachment to Patagonia 
in a few sections, almost like the clothing company took 
out ad space to be spliced into the story line. "Listen buster, 
not only are they the best, but Patagonia gives the Diablo 
Wilderness Committee grants. If it wasn't for them, we 
wouldn't be in business," MaryAnne snaps back at Hunter 
after he accuses her of looking like a picture in a Patagonia 
catalog. Awkwardly, it happens a few other times. 

And Foreman continues on with the cheesy sex scenes 
and dialog that don't add anything to the book except a 
corny snicker here and there. "When a mountain lion 
comes into heat, she and her consort may mate fifty to 
seventy times every twenty-four hours for seven or eight 
days. They can't be torn apart. Humans don't have estrus. 
But they do have pair bonding. New lovers of the two- 
legged kind can't hope to match how many times the big 
tan cats do it. But MaryAnne McClellan and Jack Hunter 
gave it their best shot. If they couldn't match cougars in 
quantity, they planned to beat them in quality..." 

I usually Judge a book by whether it keeps me reading or 
not. This did. But not because it is necessarily sophisticated 
or complex. Its simplicity, witty dialog and romance de- 
scriptions (the two lovebugs even mate in a tree!) offer the 
most. 

Check it out for yourself. You can get a copy, autographed 
by Dave himself, by sending $29 to Wild Earth, POB 455 
Richmond, VT 05477; (802) 434-4077. 



A BOOK REVIEW: THE EIR3T AMENDMENT 
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Administration Weakens 
Northwest Forest Plan 

The US Forest Service has released 
the Final Survey and Manage Environ- 
mental Impact Statement (EIS) in re- 
sponse tp a court decision that halted 
. much old-growth logging in the North- 
west US for the past year. Activists say 
the move is likely to weaken wildlife 
protection in the Pacific Northwest and 
increase old-growth logging. 

In the final EIS, the Bureau of Land 
Management and Forest Service are 
dropping 63 species from the Survey 
and Manage program, including 20 
from the list of species that need sur- 
veys "prior to ground disturbing activi- 
ties." This opens up at least 400,000 
acres of older forests to logging and will 
boost timber harvest up to roughly 
740-million-board feet a year in the 
western Cascades. 

GE Nightmare in Russia 

A report released on November 29, 
2000, by the European organization 
Socio-Ecological Union (SEU) reveals 
that field trials of genetically engineered 
(GE) crops are taking place throughout 
Russia, and GE foods are being ap- 
proved for human consumption, in 
the absence of formal procedures. Al- 
though an Inter-Agency Commission 
on Genetic Engineering Activities was 
established in 1997 to issue permits 
for releases of genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs), it operates under a 
cloak of secrecy and some of its mem- 
bers are the same scientists that are 
undertaking GE experiments. 

The report reveals that at least 18 
notifications for deliberate release of 
GMOs, including field trials and pro- 
cessing/consumption, have been 
granted. Monsanto leads with eight 
notifications for field trials of potatoes 
resistant to the Colorado beetle — cur- 
rently being tested in 18 regions of 
Russia — as well as herbicide tolerant 
soybeans, maize and sugar beets. 

" Field trials of GE apple trees and straw- 
berries in Orel were taking place right 
next to gardens growing apple trees and 
strawberries. Cross-pollination could re- 
sult in these home-grown fruit becom- 
ing genetically engineered," explained 
Dan Swartz, the author of the report. 

The report reveals that the Ministry of 
Health has approved two varieties of 
Monsanto's GE potatoes and Monsanto's 
Roundup Ready (herbicide-tolerant) soy- 
beans for human consumption. 

"It is highly likely that GE soybeans, 
maize and potatoes are already on the 
Russian market. The soybeans and 
maize are coming into the country via 
commercial imports and food aid from 
the US," explained Victoria Kolesnikova 
from SEU. "Despite a new law requir- 
ing labelling of GE products and a Fed- 
eral Register of GMO products, we have 
seen none of the products listed on the 
register and available on Russian super- 
market shelves labeled." 

New Anti-Terrorism Force 
in Oregon 

A new potential threat to activists in 
the Northwest was approved by the 
Portland, Oregon, City Council on No- 
vember 22. The Portland Joint Ter- 
rorism Task Force, made up of eight 
Portland criminal intelligence offic- 
ers, 12 federal agents and three state 
law enforcement officers, was formed 
to investigate "criminal extremist ac- 
tivity." A memorandum of understand- 
ing between the FBI and the Portland 
police states that the task force will "iden- 
tify and target for prosecution those in- 
dividuals or groups who. are responsible 
for Right Wing and/or Left Wing move- 
ments, as well as acts of the anti-abortion 
movement and the Animal Liberation 
Front/Earth Liberation Front." 


A BOOK REVIEW BY MlCHAEL DONNELLY 

Bid-rigged government timber sales, 
toxic waste, crooked pols, black heli- 
copters, Christians (Pantheist and Bap- 
tist), militia, nude dancer/artists, a Rush 
Limbaugh clone, a 15-foot alligator 
spirit guide, shady corporations and 
their slickster lawyers and good guy 
gonzo lawyers all converge for one 
rollicking, sweltering, summer month 
of intrigue in the delta and bay around 
Mobile, Alabama. 

The First Amendment, the first novel by 
environmental attorney Ray Vaughan 
of LA (Lower Alabama), explodes into 
the cannon of Earth Warriors Against 
the Machine novels, taking its place 
right up there with the best of Ed Abbey, 
Carl Hiaasen and John D. MacDonald. 

There's something in the water. Can- 
cerous oysters, dead birds and fish spread 
along the death zone coming from the 
river delta as a witch's brew of toxic 
waters mix with the bay. Residents of a 
small community near the big Chemox 
plant fall victim to a laundry list of 
diseases. Yet the powers that be ignore 
it all and press forward with diversion- 
ary moral charges against a dancer/ 
artist who happens to paint highly cov- 
eted masterpieces by rolling her naked, 
paint smeared-body on canvas. 

Enter Mark Rant and Coz Stone, 


attorneys at law. The low-key Rant is 
the uncle of Bessaya Alpina Carter, 
the beleaguered artist. His partner 
Stone is a big, loud, long-haired, ir- 
reverent soul who takes the Constitu- 
tion and individual freedom as seri- 
ously as he does his "sacrament" (vir- 
tually any form of alcohol) and his 
right to bear arms (a .45 and an array 
of pepper sprays). 

In short order, they find the right- 
wing DA, even further right US Sena- 
tor and a pack of Evangelical ministers 
inflaming the public and screaming 
for Bess Carter to be burned at the 
stake. But before they can even mount 
a defense, Stone takes Angie, Bess' 
roommate and fellow dancer at 
Chester's Club, out to his favorite trust- 
ing place in the Tensaw National For- 
est for some good, clean fun. Lo and 
behold, his forested paradise has been 
reduced to a stump-strewn wasteland. 
Upon regaining his composure, Stone 
wanders through the clearcut and finds 
a smelly black goo spread all over the 
boggy landscape. 

What follows is a wild, month-long 
ride through the Delta region with 
goons in black sedans and black heli- 
copters trying to head them off as they 
search for the source of the black goo. 
At every turn, the mysterious Havana 
Man, so named because of his pen- 


chant for illegal Cuban cigars, checks 
them. Along the way, Stone and Rant 
team up with an odd assortment of 
allies — from the minister of the Pan- 
theist Christian Church, the disillu- 
sioned aide of the senator, John Muir 
Sierrans and the National Forest Pro- 
tection Alliance to Bubba and his bud- 
dies in the militia and an honest judge. 

Damn, it's good to read about the bad 
guys being on the receiving end of 
pepper spray for once. The great thing 
about this book is that it is a primer on 
national forest management practices, 
for Environmental Protection Agency 
and Department of Environmental 
Quality chicanery and, like a John 
Grisham novel, an excellent explana- 
tion of the laws governing natural re- 
sources and public lands. For that, and 
the details of the shady legal maneu- 
vering corporate America uses to get 
around these laws, the book should be 
a must read at law schools everywhere. 

If you appreciate seeing human rights 
and nature besting corporate greed, 
get a hold of Ray Vaughan right now 
and buy this book: Ray Vaughan, 300- 
B Water Street, Suite 214, Montgom- 
ery, AL 36104; www.earth7press.com. 
You'll end up with an enjoyable read 
and you'll be supporting one of our 
best, kick-ass grassroots environmen- 
tal attorney/authors. 
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FOR A FREE COPY OF OUR 
HANDISE CATALOG, WITH 
HATS, T-SHIRTS, BANDANAS, 
IUSIC AND MANY MORE... 


RINKETS 


T-shirt, white on blacl 


Snake Oil 


Monkeywrench Jewelry 

Wrench in style with recycled 
sterling Silver. Available as 
lapel pin, earring or 
24” to 34” necklace. 
Necklace $15, Lapel pin $10 
Post earring $10 (each) 
Dangle earring $12 (each) 


Silent Agitators 

Small 1.5-inch stickers good for bikes or bulldozers. 

Earth First! ‘Tools,” “Fist” or “No Deal, Assholes.” 30 stickers for $2 


Earth ^|pFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 


ECODEFENSE 


EARTH m, FIRST! 


"/tie Dote*** 


I EF! Merchandise Order Form 

J # description color size pri 


A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrcnchin^ 


Saond Edition 


Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in D. ' :nsc of Mother Earth! 


ECODEFENSE 

A Field Guide to 


Earth First! Direct 
Action Manual 

The antidote to despair. Everything you 
need to know about blockading tactics, 
techniques and devices to defend the 
Earth, from monkey wrenching to civil 
disobedience. A must on any Eco- 
defender’s bookshelf.Fully illustrated, 
lots of diagrams and graphics, 154 
pages, $10; 


TOTAL $ 

foreign orders add 15% 


Name 


ity State/ Country Zip 

-Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 9-11 a.m. (PST) 


Sentiment without action is the ruin o 








A Monthly Magazine of 
Vegetarianism, Environmentalism, 
Animat Advocacy and Sodai Justice 


:ingleaves„or*j • (541) 


]H AlrjjKf 
a* long *5 1 


Jalkifjg leaves 15 ar/efy, articulate voice tor our evoivi ng.ecofogi cal 
cuflura, expressing and Inspiring the deep twart connection that 
precados meaningful changes in how wo Irv® on this planet 

hiking Loaves bangs together practice! information/ personal 
stories, global networking resources, insight and inspiration. 


ues) SI 8, Sample copy $6 


Glen Canyon Action Network 

Proudly Presents: 


bbshmokmihmnci 


The Sustainable Water Project Roadshow 
No Reservoirs Required! 

Join us in celebrating the Fourth Annual 
International Day of Action Against Dams 
and For Rivers, Water and Life 

Grassroots Activists and Organizations 
Throughout the Colorado River Watershed 
are planning Rallies and Educational Events 
in select Southwest cities in March: 

- Salt Lake City 3/S 

■TU ' 

•> Albuquerque 3/7 
-■ Phoenix 3/9 
- Las Vegas 3/1 2 

- Palm Springs 3/13 

- Los Angeles 3/14 

* Additional locations and events may be 
added as logistics permit 

For details on events, times, places, and 
how to get involved, 

see Glen Canyon Action Network’s website: 
www.drainit.org, or call: (435) 259-1083 


tri 8 = | 

O « -= *r f 


A JOURNAL 
OF OUR EVOLVING 


ECOLOGICAL CULTURE -■■JEb 


spirit and content of Talking 
Lea ves . It always mokes me 
fee! good.’' - ' : ' 

-Paul Winter 

* You'Ve managed to meld 
art with substcncei and 

hope with reality) to create 
five most soulful environ man- 
ta I journal of all time." 

-Dnana Waite 


—and 

for public land! 


Join the Southern Appalachian 
Biodiversity Project today! 

The Southern Appalachian Biodiversity 
Project, a regional citizens organization 
dedicated to the defense and restoration 
of native biodiversity, seeks permanent 
protection for public lands through legal 
advocacy, education and organizing. We 
also publish Wild ^Mountain Times, the 
environmental voice of the southern 
Appalachian bioregion. 

Basic membership is $25 and includes a 
subscription to the Wild ^Mountain Tima 
(6 issues}. A low income membership is 
also available for $10. 


fiOUIttfcRN APPALACHIAN 
BxxrjeRsrrypqcoecT 


PO Box ji^j-Asheville, NC 28802 
* 828-258-2667 

sabp@sabp.net - www.sabp.net 


Green Anarch y #4 

This issue has the usual action news and 
articles, including the real John Connor's 
The Wilting of Anarchism, Jack Wilde 
Responds, S*P*A*W*N Womynifesto, 
Sabotaging the System in Our Heads, Mis- 
sionary Impossible, Black Block Women 
Speak Out, Bob Blacks Anarchism and 
other Impediments to Anarchy, Sexism in 
the Movement, Beyond 
Workerism and much 

more. A ^rTiPl 

Only $2 per issue or | 

$ 1 0 for a five-issue sub- 
scription, POB 11331, VC rVfv Sr 
Eugene, OR 97440, U$A. /it 


Safyo A Hie Sanskrit ward far truth md in the 
form of satyagmha (or 'truth action') mts the 
won} coined by Mahatma Gandhi far the nature 
0/ his efforts to rid indkt of the British 

The idea of non-violent social change 
lies behind satyagraha and forms the 
basic principles of vegetarianism, 
environmentalism and animal advocacy. 

To find out more visit our website at 
www.steaUhtechnol ogies.com/satya. 
Subscriptions are $15 for 12 issues. 

H, 0 . Box 130 Prince St. Station New York, NY 10012 
Tel: 213-674-0952 Fax: 212-598-1856 
Email; satyatastealthtechnologies.com 


clip and send to: 


EarthF irst! Journal-subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97 440 USA 


How did ya hear about the Journal? 



CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 
CD $25 Regular Rate 

o $20 Low Income/Non Profit/Library 
CD $40 Anonymous Envelope ( 1 st class) 
O $. DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


Address 


CD $40 Surface Mail, International (US$) check for a free 
o $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico CD merch catalog 
CD $50 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 
o $50 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


State 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # __ 

Exp date (month/year) _ 

_______ Country _ 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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Earth First! Directory 


ALABAMA 

University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ALASKA 

Alaska Action Center 

(907) 56-EARTH; akaction@alaska.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542 

Wildfire Infoshop 

POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

CA LIFORNI A 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 

Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Tahoe EF! 

POB 1635, Kings Beach, CA 96143 
(775) 831-7799x3378 
earthffirst@sierranevada.edu 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sequoia EF! 

POB 1108, Exeter, CA 93221 
exetrade@aol . com 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254, fax 392-9965 
arcla@enviroweb.org 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1463, Fullerton, CA 92836 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 
wildernessdefense@email.com 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 

F L O R I D A 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050; clearwaterEF@juno.com 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! c/o CMC 
1021 W. University Ave 
Gainesville, FL 32601; (352) 373-0010 
gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, a 32616; (904) 462-3374 
Lake Worth EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

littleprincel@juno.com 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 719-6639 

www.stonesoupcollective.org 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
U of G, Tate Center, Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

ILL I NOI S 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract .com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 


The Brokedowns 

857 Illinois Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 

grozzybrokedown@hotmail.com 

INDIANA 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47402 

I OWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, LA 52004-1284 
prairiefireef@hotmail.com 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 568-9525; tyezart@yahoo.com 
L OUISIANA 
New Orleans EF! 

(504) 561-8182; vedanta28@hotmail.com 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 
POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 
Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Forests Forever 

POB 493, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So., Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 

M IS SOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance /Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 

MO N T AN A 

Wild Rockies EF './Wild Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
wildrockiesreview@eti-rsp.com 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NE V ADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 263, North Hampton, NH 03862 
N EW JER S EY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
North Jersey EF! 

58 Warren Road, West Orange, NJ 07052 

(973) 731-2162; dlstraught@aol.com 

N EW M EXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 

actionnm@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Earth Human Animal Alliance 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds .net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Natural Island Ecocollective 

POB 237, East Setauket, NY 11733 

naturalislandecocollective@hotmail.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Balaclava Clad Distro 

Apt 64, 420 Market, Wilmington, NC 28401 

balaclava_clad@hotmail.com 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 


Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, U of C, Cincinnati, OH 45221 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879; pseudotsuga@earthlink.net 

ELF Press Office 

(503) 47800902; elfpress@tao/ca 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Canopy Action Network 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977 
greencanopy@popmail.com 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 

adp@envirolink.org 

EF! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
(215) 727-0882x3; efphilly@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr, Whitehouse, TN 37188 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; 

kropotkin@hushmail.com 

T EXA S 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
EF! San Antonio 

(210) 822-7646; lmgl271@netscape.net 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1436 West Gray 
Houston, TX 77019 

(281) 493-5945; profits_last@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 

San Juan Cty, UT 
rainbowbridgeef@aol. com 
VERMO NT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRG INIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 

321 South Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 23220 
(804) 643-5190 
earthfirstRVA@end-war.com 
Blue Ridge Earth First! 

CS Unit 2284, Williamsburg, VA 23186 

earthfirst@biogate.com 

DC Area EF! 

3614 Old Post Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 

(703) 273-8859; skulnrs@aol.com 

WASHINGTON 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WIS CONS I N 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 Univ. Sq, Four Lakes-Madison, W1 53715 
(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

Box 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 


International 


There is an international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.eco-action.org/ef/ 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd via Dalby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 
(250) 703-6312; fax (419) 858-9065 
naalfpo@tao.ca 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

1030 Keefer St, Vancouver, BC V6A 1Z1 
(604) 682-3269x6144 
earth_first@ziplip.com 
CURACAO 
EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao 

Netherlands Antilles 

fax 599-9-4616256 

falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@ecn.cz 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Ctr 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

+(420) 2 781-0849; fax 781-67-27 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 
ENGLAND 

Over 50 Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
the " United Kingdom. " There are also 
a number of other anarchist/revolution- 
ary groups and projects. For a list or for 
general news from the UK, contact: 

EF! Action Update 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Manchester EF! 

Dept. 29, 255 Wimslow Rd 
Manchester M14 5LW; 0161 226 6814 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Leeds EF! c/0 CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113 262 9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FINLAND 
Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sci.fi 

EF! Finland 

tristan@iki.fi, tristantref oil@iki. fi 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 

01 40 95 09 06; contact@earth-first.org 
GER M A NY 

EF! Germany c/o Avalon 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 
INDIA 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

groenff@dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

110S Quezon City 

EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1632 Tagig, M. Mia. 

PO LAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 

tel/fax +48 33 (8)183153 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 

91-038, Lodz; +48 42 653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RU S SIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax +7(0112)43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups ) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312)34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
+7 (09131) 4 15 14 
rk@lavrik.ryazan.rn 

S CQ IEA NP 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOU TH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 
110-740 

#605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500, fax 82-2-766-4180 
environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. Curuxa, J. B., XelmirerJ 
Campus Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups ) 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd St Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LLS7 1AX 
01248-355821 


For changes to the directory 
or to subscribe to the 
Earth First! Journal, contact us at: 
POB 1415 , Eugene , OR 97440-1415 
(541) 344-8004; earthfirst@igc.org 


EF! Projects 

Bioengineering Action Network 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
cmcr@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 


Cr Campaigns 

End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

North American Earth Liberation 
Prisoners Support Network 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
naelpsn@yahoo.com 
http://www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk 
Warrior Poets Society 
PMB 361, 108 Student Union 
#4510 Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
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The Essence of Earth First! 

We are a group of people coining together under the banner of Earth First! because we believe it is essential 
to take direct action to reverse, stop and ultimately overthrow that which is causing the miserable destruction of 
the planet’s delicate and diverse biosphere. Without individual and collective actions there would be no EF!. 
EF! is not the people at an EF! Rendezvous — it is rather a dynamic, non-hierarchical, organic entity instead of an 
official organization. We may each of us be part of wider networks and campaigns, in addition to the actions we take 
as part of EF!. The movement for radical social change is a dynamic, organic one with many elements, many ways of 
operating effectively and no clear boundaries. Those who network and act together as EF! may also use other 
networks, banners and methods to carry out complementary work as part of a wider movement for radical 
change and would be mistaken to try and make EF! be every part of this; it merely represents a grouping that 
has come together around a particular method of effecting a particular type of change — this is its strength. 
Beyond being a banner, EF! exists as a network and as such has the constituent parts of a non-hierarchical network. 
It consists of further geographic groups or nodes that operate together locally and as part of the wider EF! network. 
Its other trappings have been publications and events: both gatherings to talk and gatherings to act. How these 
trappings operate and relate to EF! can be an area of confusion and some frustration. There is danger in these 
trappings when they do not remain consistent with the essential philosophy of non-hierarchy and direct action: 
often gatherings and publications can be afflicted by informal hierarchy and non-action. Such trappings may be 
necessary for the EF! network to have a meaningful interface with that which is not EF!, but they can not be a 
substitute for the most fundamental essence of EF!. That essence is expressed through ecological direct action, 
as part of a wider strategy of radical social change to reverse, stop and ultimately overthrow the forces 
that are destroying the planet and its inhabitants. 
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Welcome to the New Earth First! Journal 


Here are a few updates from the new 
Earth First! Journal collective: 

•We purchased the most eco-friendly 
paper we could afford for this first 
issue from Tucson. However, due to 
markets controlled by global pulp and 
paper cartels, it's not very eco. We are 
committed to trying to find a way to 
print on tree-free or at least entirely 
post-consumer recycled paper. What 
could make that happen is one or 
more individuals willing to kick down 
toward this goal. 

•Likewise with solar power: We 
would love to use Arizona sunshine 
instead of fossil fuels to run our office. 
Please get in touch if you can help us 
get off the grid! 

•We now have a Pretty Good Pri- 
vacy (PGP) encryption key posted on 
our website. Anyone can download 
that key and send us encrypted email. 
One can even send in articles without 
our knowing who sent it or from where 
it was sent — a potentially beneficial 
arrangement for both parties! Consult 
security.tao.ca for a full discussion 
about Internet security. 

• We have integrated the Earth Night 
News section into the Frontlines section 
because we see value in "all tools in the 
toolbox." Separating sabotage actions 
from blockades and civil disobedience 


in our reporting would help create an 
artificial distinction when, in reality, we 
all need to be more inclusive in our 
strategies of resistance. 

•Thanks to all who replied to the 
recent EF!J survey issued from Eugene. 
We are compiling the results and will 
incorporate those comments into our 
efforts to put out the best paper we can. 

• Although we report extensively on 
actions, our role is not to serve as a 
press office or conduct media inter- 
views — there are many skilled activ- 
ists who fill that necessary role. In 
particular, the ELF/ALF press offices 
and GenetiX Alert do a fantastic job of 
disseminating information on direct 
actions and explaining why people 
use certain tactics. Contact them at: 

North American Earth Liberation 
Front Press Office 

(503) 478-0902; Elfpress@tao.ca; 
www.earthliberationfront.com. 

North American Animal Liberation 
Front Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1, 
Canada; (250) 703-6312; (419) 858- 
9065 fax; naalfpo@tao.ca; 
www.animalliberation.net/media/ 
naalfpo.html. 

GenetiX Alert 
787 Ellsworth, Memphis, TN 
38111; (901) 438-9907; 
genetixalert@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban/ 
gapo.htm. 


The Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a year on the solstices, equinoxes and cross- 
quarter days on or about November 1, December 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 
(Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 (Summer Solstice), August 1, and September 21 (Autumnal 
Equinox) by Daily Planet Publishing, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. US subscriptions are $25. 
Outside the US, surface delivery is $40 and airmail is $50. See form, page 78. 

Deadline for the next issue is: 


May 14 




Earth First! Journal 

Beltane 

May 1,2001 
Vol. 21, No. 5 

The Earth First! Journal is published by an 
editorial staff from within the Earth First! 
movement. Entire contents are copyrighted 
2001 . We allow reprinting if credit is given, 
except for those articles specifically copy- 
righted by the author. Art, photographs 
and poetry are copyrighted by the indi- 
vidual artists and permission for use must 
be received from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. Re- 
sponsibility rests with the individual authors 
and correspondents. The contents do not 
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Greetings from the Sonoran Desert 


out, the other of which had no suspen- making history by fighting for the 
sion. After many celebratory libations, Earth and all that's wild, so too 
we unloaded all that is the physical should you be telling that history 
Journal into our new digs — a veritable in the pages of this publication, 
aircraft hanger compared to the tiny Send articles, artwork, photos and 
Eugene office which, by the way, did not stories to us. Let us know what you 
burn down. We honestly thought the want to see in here, 
cheesy, Photoshopped flames would clue Go to the Round River Rendezvous in 

everyone into the fact that the entire Wyoming and meet with us, critique 
cover wrap of last issue was an April the Journal and guide us. 

Fool's spoof. Judging by some of the If you want to get directly involved, 

sympathetic condolences we've re- consider spending six weeks with us 
ceived, I guess that's not the case. Any- as a short-term editor. It will be a 
way, with the new office littered with rewarding experience for both you 
still-to-be-unpacked boxes, we and the Journal. 
scrambled to get set up while simulta- And, as always, stop buying the maga- 

neously diving into working on this zine from the newsstands and subscribe, 
collective's first edition of the Earth Not only will you have the convenience 
First! movement's mouthpiece. of receiving the Journal in your mailbox, 

Sadness at leaving my Eugene collec- you will help this project financially — 
tive aside, I can barely contain the that's really important to a publication 
excitement I feel for the things we have with a shoestring budget, 
the potential to do with the magazine As the battle for Mother Earth heats 
in a new location and an infusion of up and becomes more pressing, and as 
new blood. The new collective is di- we move into a new era of repression 
verse and talented. The local commu- against activists, the mission of the Earth 
nity is taking good care of us, feeding us First! Journal becomes more important! 
with dumpstered and donated organic I'm honored to be a part of it. 
produce. Local activists are volunteer- For the Earth... 
ing their time and energy to help us — Dug 

with set up and editing. And, after an ' 

unusually wet winter, the desert here is > 

bursting with wildflowers, some of 1 

^ ^ ^ ^ son \ ' fx E 

to i work on, and I ^ v 1 s It. them all the best. 


Maricopa Saguaro Gatherers, 
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From Tucson to Tucson: Coming Full Circle 


Sometimes, it all just comes together. 
This morning I pulled a double-take as 
I flipped through an old Beltane issue 
of the EF!J. About a decade ago I sat in 
a small southwestern cafe and read my 
first copy of the Journal and marveled at 
the amazing actions people were tak- 
ing in defense of the Earth. The issue in 
my hands today was that very same 
one: Slugthang and crew dumping 
fishheads in the offices of the Bonneville 
dam, treesits in lush old-growth for- 
ests, ecotage, poetry and passion. 

Now, a decade later and entering a 
new decade in my own life, I've never 
felt more connected to the movement 
and people who have helped guide me 
down the path I'm on. From a student 
environmental- 
ist reading the 
EF!J to becom- 
ing one of its 
editors, from at- 
tending south- 
western SEAC 
conferences 

back in the day to now returning to 
Tucson with an amazing collective, I 
have a sense of coming full circle. 

At this moment, mere days before 
going to print, we have a set of ar- 
ticles and images that should offer a 
distinctive tone for our first issue from 
Arizona since the Journal moved in 


1990. As Joumalistas we will cover the 
growing ecological direct action 
movement in North America and 
communicate with like-minded folks 
fighting the industrial hydra-headed 
beast in other lands. In doing so, we 
will also contribute to the evolution 
of the eco-resistance instead of just 
serving as a mirror to it. 

While the EF!J will continue to be 
responsive to EFlers, we also have to 
recognize that “the Radical Environmen- 
tal Journal," as we bill ourselves, has a 
role to play in supporting eco-activists 
whether they use the EF! banner or not. 
Nowadays, it's more accurate to describe 
EF! as a network within the radical envir- 
onmental movement rather than a 



If we really consider what we’re losing with each forest clearcut, mountain 
strip-mined, river dammed, whale harpooned, desert paved, primate vivi- 
sected, crop genetically engineered... then our response must be to cultivate 
a passionate green rage and take action in defense of the Earth. 


movement in and of itself. And that's 
fine. As long as the people in struggle 
hold an uncompromising biocentric phi- 
losophy, or if certain news is of interest 
to our readers who do, then we will 
cover it. From biodiversity projects to 
banner hangs to ecotage, we are all 
united in struggle against a common 


The life of a Joumalista. 
enemy and need to get beyond our 
petty dogmas surrounding tactics. 

While it’s nice and dandy for us to 
put out publications such as this, and 
it's worthwhile for folks to read and 
think about the 
articles herein, 
let's not forget 
that deeds and 
not words will 
carry the day. If 
we really con- 
sider what we're losing with each for- 
est clearcut, mountain strip-mined, 
river dammed, whale harpooned, 
desert paved, primate vivisected, crop 
genetically engineered... then our re- 
sponse must be to cultivate a passionate 
green rage and take action in defense 
of the Earth. 

— Al 




^auna Q^abaia 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

By daybreak, lungworm larvae have 
already trudged to their cowpat's 
summit. Dictyocaulus viviparus, a spe- 
cies that has a peremptory fondness 
for cattle, resides in air passages, 
where individuals live out their adult 
lives in a harmonious mass that peri- 
odically chokes and gags the frothy 


host. Eggs, which hatch in the lungs, 
are thus coughed up, swallowed and 
packaged into pats. To fulfill their 
destiny as four-inch long adults, the 
wrigglers must rise up out of their 
feculent nursery and be eaten by a 
cow. These grazing behemoths, how- 
ever, have learned not to eat around 
the edges of their poops because of 
the danger of picking up hitchhikers 


by Faith Walker 


in the lush grass. Thus, some larval 
rebels climb upon a fungus called 
Pilobolus. Shortly after dawn the sport- 
bearing structures of this fungus fire, 
catapulting the larvae away from the 
pats. At the end of their flight, about 
six feet from the mothership, they're 
much more likely to be eaten. Once 
consumed, the larvae carve through 
the intestinal wall, float through the 
blood vessels and disembark at the 
lungs. Those larvae who don't make 
it into a cow by winter jump into the 
bodies of earthworms, who coddle 
them for another round of the evolu- 
tionary arms race between parasite 
and host, come spring. 
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.Freedom of Speeeli? Tlim k Again! 

^ eds Rod (Zo’ioruxdo 



Before the Earth First! Journal could complete its move to 
Arizona, the US Government took action against one of its 
editorial collective members. Those 
familiar with our movement's history 
will know that convicted 
monkeywrencher Rod Coronado was 
a catalyst, once released from prison, 
in getting the Journal moved to Ari- 
zona. Within days l4 of his release from 
federal prison, Coronado became a 
short-term editor in Oregon, where he 
spent the spring and summer of 1999. 

Following his return to Arizona, 

Coronado became active once again 
with Arizona Earth First!, while also 
traveling and lecturing about direct 
action in defense of the Earth and shar- 
ing stories of life in the Animal Libera- 
tion Front (ALF). He also wrote a regu- 
lar column for the animal liberation 
newspaper, No Compromise, and lob- 
bied for the Journal's move to Tucson. 

Last summer, Coronado accompa- 
nied our beloved compahera Peg Millet 
onstage at the Round River Rendez- 


vous (RRR) in Katuah to celebrate not only the decision to 
move the Journal to Tucson, but also his return to Earth 
First!. Their presence at the RRR and 
the demonstration of their unbroken 
post-prison spirits was a strong state- 
ment of resistance to the government's 
war of repression against those who 
break societal laws to defend the Earth. 

It was federal agents in Oregon, in- 
vestigating the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF), who contacted Coronado's pro- 
bation officer and protested his in- 
volvement with Earth First!. In De- 
cember, Coronado was placed under 
strict travel restrictions and had his 
constitutional rights of free speech 
and association stripped away. This 
was done under the legal presumption 
that the federal government could im- 
pose strict probationary conditions 
while he is serving a three-year sen- 
tence of supervised release, which be- 
gan when he completed his four-year 
term of incarceration. 

Rod Coronado continued on page 56 


Dear Shit fer Drains... keep it under 300 words! 


Dear fence-sitting poop for brains, 

While treating myself to reading 
about the exploits of the "Coalition 
to Save the Preserves" in the Tucson 
Weekly (3/22/01), I came upon a disturb- 
ing quote. According to EF Journal co- 
editor, Turtle: "It's our position to nei- 
ther condemn nor condone direct 
action... But while we don't condone 
it, we sure understand the need be- 
hind it." 

I'm sorry. Did I read that correctly? 
Developments are going up in 
flames on both coasts, the ecologi- 
cal underground is growing de- 
spite the best attempts of the FBI, 
and we have activists facing many 
years in prison in both Indiana and 
New York. In light of these events 
and the growing ecological crisis, that 
quote from a Journal editor reads 


like it came from the Sierra Club. 

I sincerely hope that it was a mis- 
quote and that EF has grown beyond 
the "wink wink," cheeky, passive-ag- 
gressive approach to supporting eco- 
nomic sabotage. If the EF Journal doesn't 
fully, publicly and without reservation 
support the ELF, then who will? 

— Rabid 

PS: Don't insert exclamation 
points into my letter after "EF," it 
was intentional. 

Editor's Note: We hope the coverage in 
the Journal in the coming months (and 
years) will be proof enough to allay your 
concerns. We hope it will spark some 
passionate outrage and incite action. If 
the Journal ever does appear too 
milquetoast, please pipe up! Beyond that, 
we'd just ask that you read what we have 
to say (not what they say we said), and 


then make your own conclusions. 

Also, you raise the tricks and perils of 
playing with the corporate media. If 
only all "alternative" weeklies could be 
as rad as the Phoenix New Times. Let's 
hope that the Sierra Club and NRDC 
were misquoted in the Tucson Weekly 
article too! 

—T. 


continued on page 48 
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Mattole Free State Raided! 

Defenders Vow to Keep Up Fight 



Someone sprayed, "We will win!" on the side of a blockade device, the day after the raid. 


by Guano and Ladybug 

The silence of the meadowed 
ridgelines and deep old-growth forest 
was shattered as the grizzled veterans 
of Northern California's Mattole Free 
State endured more than a week of 
raids by the infamous Humboldt 
County Sheriffs Department and Pa- 
cific Lumber (PL) Security. After 126 
days of continuous blockading, the cops 
arrived to dismantle the elabo- 
rate barricade and lockdowns 
that had protected the largest 
stand of unprotected coastal 
old-growth Douglas fir forest 
left in the Pacific Northwest. 

On April 3, the defenders of 
the Mattole were visited by 13 
sheriff's deputies and Carl Ander- 
son, the notorious head of PL 
Security who once tried to trade- 
mark the name Earth First!. The 
cops ransacked the defenders' 
food supply and destroyed one 
of the blockade devices. There 
were no arrests that day, and the 
sheriff's department was unsuc- 
cessful in disbanding the entire 
free state. Then on April 5, the posse 
returned armed with a Scotia Fire De- 
partment Search and Rescue vehicle 
equipped with various implements to 
cut, grind and hammer their way 
through whatever elaborate blockading 
devices stood in the way of the state- 
sanctioned timber harvest plan. 

The deputies' arrival at 10 a.m. was 
spotted by local residents at an outer 
gate, giving activists time to get com- 
fortable and locked down. Gear was 
stashed and two masked lookouts 
equipped with a cell phone and a video 
camera climbed a tree and posted them- 
selves, giving critical first-hand accounts 
throughout the day. The cops mshed in 
and began to rip apart anything they 
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could find, stumbling as they unsuc- 
cessfully chased many defenders 
through the woods. The search and 
rescue crews began to work on remov- 
ing activists locked down inside the 
blue dragon, an old Honda Accord that 
had somehow found its final parking 
spot on Rainbow Ridge. They used the 
jaws-of-life to cut out one defender who 
was locked around the window post 
with a black bear — a lockbox made from 


a piece of pipe with a 90-degree bend in 
it. The cops then put him in their car 
with the black bear still on. Bringing out 
a jackhammer, they began removing a 
defender locked to a dragon. They 
jackhammered the concrete until they 
reached the pipe, and removed her with 
the pipe still attached. A Humboldt 
County Deputy apparently offered a 
lockdowner a Slim Fast chocolate shake 
if she would unlock. Another defender 
had her U-lock cut once but the cops 
could not get it off, and a locksmith 
removed it in jail. All three activists were 
arrested and taken to the Humboldt 
County Correctional Facility. The 
sheriff's department remained on the 
ridge all day, working until 1 a.m. to 


dismantle the road blockade. Although 
there were no more arrests, the deputies 
succeeded in temporarily removing the 
blockading devices from the road, clear- 
ing it for logging crews to pass. 

The next morning, a large contingent 
of Mattole residents and concerned citi- 
zens arose before dawn to blockade all 
the gates leading into the Mattole. Law 
enforcement personnel and timber 
workers did not attempt to enter the 
area that day. Every morning since, folks 
have monitored and blockaded the gates 
leading to the 14-mile deep free state. A 
spirited demonstration of 50 people took 
place in support of the jailed activists 
outside the Humboldt County Superior 
Courthouse and Correctional Facility 
on April 6. The drumming, singing and 
yelling of the folks outside brightened 
the spirits of their comrades inside. We 
await their arraignments and hopeful 
quick release from jail. 

The Mattole, the “Hole In Headwa- 
ters" and other endangered old-growth 
groves are known as orphans of the Head- 
waters Deal — areas that Maxxam/ 
PL has the right to log under their 
Habitat Conservation Plan. Eight 
timber harvest plans totaling 
around 400 acres have been filed 
for the Mattole alone, and within 
eight years the Maxxam Sustained 
Yield Plan calls for almost total 
liquidation of 3,000 acres of old 
growth. Outside of direct action, 
the Mattole community is orga- 
nizing a citizens' committee that 
aims to work out an acquisition 
agreement with Maxxam. So far 
the company has chosen to ig- 
nore calls for a moratorium on 
logging and continues to main- 
tain a crisis atmosphere. Charles 
Hurwitz always did like holding old- 
growth forests hostage, driving up the 
price while slowly fragmenting their in- 
tegrity with clearcut after clearcut. 

A large committed crew of people 
remain in the Mattole, determined 
to stop the desecration of this special 
place. Although no timber fallers 
were brought in during the raids, it's 
only a matter of time before Maxxam- 
hired Columbia Logging crews re- 
turn. Defenders are working to re- 
build the blockades, and help is al- 
ways needed. 

For more information, contact the 
Mattole Forest Defenders, POB 28, 
Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-6598; 
www.mattoledefense.org. 



Firefighters remove defenders from a lockdown in this video still. 



Maxxam SLAPPs Mattole Defenders 



Another still from the video recorded by a hidden activist 


by Karen Pickett 

Pacific Lumber Company (PL) filed a strategic lawsuit 
against public participation (SLAPP) against activists and 
residents protesting logging of old-growth forests in 
California's Mattole River basin on April 6. PL, joined by 
Columbia Helicopter Company of Oregon, Steve Wills 
Trucking, Lewis Logging, Russ Ranch and Timber Com- 
pany and its owner Lane Russ, 
rancher Lotta Vevoda and 
Scotia Pacific Company, filed a 
civil lawsuit April 6 in 
Humboldt Superior Court. 

"Northcoast Earth First!," 

"Mattole Forest Defenders," 10 
individuals and "Does 1 - 200" 
were named as defendants. 

SLAPP suits constrain indi- 
viduals' ability to protest the 
activities of corporations that 
are threatening or damaging 
to them, their community and 
the environment — basically le- 
gal assaults on first amendment 
rights. Given that the targets 
of such lawsuits are often people of sparse monetary 
resources, the purpose is clearly harassment, intimida- 
tion and dissuasion of potential involvement in a cam- 
paign. SLAPP suits have been around for a couple of 
decades, targeting activists fighting developers, toxic pol- 
luters and liquidation logging in what often ends up 
being a war of resources. 

PL's lawsuit cites acts of trespass, erection of blockades 
and other protest activities on several timber harvest plans 
(THPs) filed in the last year by PL in the Mattole River 
Watershed. Those working to save the salmon streams and 
hillsides of the Mattole have spent a lot of time petitioning 
agencies involved in the approval process, filing legal 


challenges and coordinating acquisition efforts as 
well as taking part in direct actions. Some of those 
named in the lawsuit have meticulously worked 
through the system and not participated in any 
civil disobedience. The diversity of defendants 
could ultimately work against PL in that a broadly 
cast net has less credibility. There is also the 
double-jeopardy bind protesters are placed in, 
given that they are already subject to a tumble 
| through the court system and penalties for crimi- 
| nal charges when they trespass onto PL property. 
| Harassment lawsuits are not a new tactic for PL. In 
I the mid- and late '80s, PL filed harassment lawsuits 
| against several groups of Earth Firstlers. PL never 
| did get much out of those lawsuits, and they won't 
S this time. Like the Cove/ Mallard SLAPP suit of the 
|! '90s, the complaint names "anyone working in 
| concert with the named defendants." In response 
to PL's quote to the media that that includes 
"anyone who so much as sends a chocolate bar to 
the Mattole Forest Defenders,” a creative supporter 
has put out a call for others to "join the growing Doe family" 
by sending candy bars (see announcement page 71). 

Some suspect revenge as PL's motive, since this lawsuit 
comes close on the heels of a $3.3-million settlement PL paid 
to residents of Stafford, California, after a logging-caused 
landslide. This buried seven homes, caused others to be 
uninhabitable and brought grief to the tiny rural community, 

inhabited mostly by former or 
current timber workers who filed 
a lawsuit against the company 
seeking relief for their losses. 

■§. This action is clearly de- 
! signed to quash dissent and 
| protest against PL, subsidiary 
§ of the notorious Maxxam Cor- 
| poration which has in the last 
I- decade been found to be in 
| violation of a vast array of state, 
5 federal and local laws, ranging 
f from the Clean Water Act to 
3 labor laws. 

Current legal actions against 
Maxxam/PL include an envi- 
ronmental lawsuit charging one 
million violations of the Clean Water Act, a wrongful 
death lawsuit concerning the death of David "Gypsy" 
Chain, claims by the US Treasury's Office of Thrift Super- 
vision concerning a $ 1.6-billion bailout of a savings and 
loan controlled by Maxxam CEO Charles Hurwitz and 
continuing challenges to several of its THPs. 

This is a company that has no qualms about flouting the 
law. Through the Headwaters Deal, PL got a Habitat Conser- 
vation Plan to shield them from the Endangered Species Act, 
and now they want a SLAPP suit to shield them from 
protesters. They seek to chill dissent, but they forget that tens 
of thousands of people have showed up to protest their 
logging activities. They can't silence that many voices. 
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The morning after the raid — time to rebuild 



Dear Brothers, Sisters, Friends and Supporters, 



I know many of you are already familiar with the FTAA, NAFTA, the WTO, the IMF and the World Bank. I know many of 
you are working hard to expose what these organizations and agreements are ail about and how they are taking over the world 
and violating human rights, labor rights. Indigenous rights, environmental protections and sovereignty rights, in each and 
every place they set foot. Therefore, what 1 would like to address is the bigger picture: the real roots of the FTAA and ways which 
we can obstruct it. 

Where did the FTAA get its start? Not in a conference room and not in an office. The FTAA is a continuation of the 
imperialism that began thousands of years ago in Europe with the domination of Indigenous Peoples whose self-subsisting 
land and way of life were taken away so that greedy feudalists could reign. Ever since, Indigenous Peoples have been forced 
into submission, if not obliteration, in the name of civilization and progress all over the globe. Here we are in the 21 st century, 
and the world has far from benefited. 1 do not need to explain the Earth's devastation, the overwhelming poverty and the 
wars that have resulted from practices that put profit before the very survival of Mother Earth and the human race. 


Advocates of the FTAA would not dare refer to their policies as forms of colonization or feudalism because these practices 
are now widely scorned. Instead they will justify their actions in the name of "development" for the "poor" countries of 
Central and South America. Development? What the first peoples of the Americas need is "recovery," not development. 
Recovery from the very same colonization, domination and genocide that multi-national corporations want to perpetuate 
for their own gains today. 

Now we must continue, not only to condemn the practices of these trade organizations and policies, but also to implement 
and support means of self-sufficiency both in our communities and abroad. We must support Indigenous movements like 
that of the Zapatistas and the U'wa who are fighting to maintain their land base and self-sufficient way of life. We must support 
the small farmers and farm workers who provide their communities with healthy foods to eat. We must create and support 
innovative projects on Indian reservations, inner cities and third world countries that promote self-sufficiency and better 
living conditions. 

' its, "■ • - ; - 'iSpr - 

We must unite beyond the boundaries of race, class, belief systems and age that all too often divide us. If we do not unite, 
we will be defeated one by one, just as they destroyed the American Indian Movement who fought so hard for Native 
sovereignty; the Black Panthers, who developed much needed community-based programs and struggled for self-determina- 
tion; the movements in Central America that sought to implement schools, social programs and land reform; and the unions 
who fought for humane working conditions. Most important, we must break down the barriers that divide us in our own 
backyards. 

We need to develop a global culture that teaches us, as my ancestors did, to think carefully about the impact our actions 
and policies will have on Mother Earth, each other and future generations before we act upon them. If we can do this, then 
surely we can win. 

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse, 

— Leonard Peltier 


Welcome to the Peoples' Summit of the Americas. Your opinion is very important to us. 
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Stop Press! Our Correspondent Dodges Tear Gas 
and Bullets to Deliver Breaking News from QC 

by Asante Riverwind 

Views of FTAA/ZLEA through the haze and explosions of 
tear and pepper gas, amidst the hail of plastic bullets... 

Welcome to the alphabet soup world of corporate dreams. 
Dreams that are nightmares for this living Earth. The 
alphabet soups of NAFTA, GATT, MAI and WTO have once 
again metamorphosed, this time into the "Free Trade Area 
of the Americas" (FTAA, or ZLEA in Quebec's French). And 
Quebec City (QC), Canada, is where the corporate 
globalizers have chosen to hold their FTAA meeting. Un- 
able in Seattle to establish WTO's dominance over the 
entire Earth, they have trimmed their megalomaniac dreams 
in half: The FTAA would attempt to establish corporate rule 
over only the entire Western Hemisphere, with the excep- 
tion of "undemocratic" Cuba. 

In Quebec, they took something else from Seattle: the 
globalizers have paraSited and adapted our plan of action 
that successfully shut down the WTO. In Seattle, activists 
established and held perimeter blockades to stop del- 
egates from being able to meet. In Quebec, the FTAA, 
through its "Darth Vader" police thugs, has created its 
own perimeter blockade — with the intent to keep the 
public and activists out of what they still have the audac- 
ity to call "the People's Summit of the Americas." The 
meetings were held within old Quebec's walled city. But, 
still insecure within this ancient fortress wall, they built 
a concrete and steel chain-link fence around an even 
larger section of old Quebec's downtown. 

Arriving in Quebec, the spirit was high among both local 
activists as well as those making it here successfully through 
the insecurity gauntlets of the national borders. The con- 
crete and chain-link fence wall appears too flimsy to be the 
"impenetrable barrier" declared by FTAA authorities. It is 
decorated with many colorful placards, ribbons, banners, 
symbols, brassieres, balloons and passionate statements of 
resistance and revolution. Everywhere the sentiment is 
high that the wall must come down and that the FTAA 
must be stopped! 

This sentiment exploded on April 20, as thousands 
began converging at Lavell University, the small crowd 
becoming a vast sea of humans, signs, costumes and a few 
giant puppets. Plastic buckets resonate with drums, horns 
and the occasional flute. Soon, as a critical mass of thou- 
sands is reached, the gathering takes to the streets. The 
march divides in two at the onset. Some of those with 
children, along with ones who do not want to risk confron- 
tation and gas, take a different route. The rest of us, a few 
thousand strong, take the entire street for blocks in a long 
march towards the infamous wall, behind which stood 
hundreds of helmeted, shield-carrying Vaderite thugs. As 
we near the wall, another large march merges with ours to 
the sounds of jubilant whoops and shouts. Reaching the 
wall, without continued on page 56 
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The amount of gas used by the cops surpassed even Seattle, and is 
believed to be the most ever used on protesters in North American history. 


The wall comes tumbling down. 


photo by Devin photo courtesy Indymedia 




BY SOREN WUERTH 

On a flight to Valdez, Alaska, 12 years ago, a Boston Globe 
reporter sitting beside me asked if it was true that the oil 
industry and its political puppets were behind the ubiquitous, 
though dehumanizing, reference to the Arctic National Wild- 
life Refuge as "AN- WAR." 

We were both flying to Prince William Sound to cover the 
impacts of the nation's worst oil spill — Exxon's 11-million 
gallon gusher. 

"To be honest, I don't know," I told the reporter. At the time, I 
had only just begun to question "Big Oil." But after seeing so many 
sea otters struggling to breathe, pristine beaches turned filthy 
with a film of brownish-orange "mousse” and after listening to 
countless fishermen pissed-off as ever, 1 decided that Big Oil is 
certainly not my friend. 
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Ten years later, I walked across the Arctic ice pack dressed 
in a heavy parka toward a man-made island. I carried, 
along with another Alaskan — a commercial fisher and 
grandmother — a sign that mentioned something about 
global warming. 

We had gotten no more than a hundred yards when 
security police and local government cops grabbed us, put on 
handcuffs and shoved us into a school bus. British Petroleum's 
Northstar site, the first permanent offshore oil drilling struc- 
ture in the Arctic Ocean, didn't take kindly to strangers. 

Within two months, more than a dozen Greenpeace pro- 
testers had been arrested crossing some imaginary line on the 
Arctic Ocean. A six-mile-long pipeline connecting the 
Northstar facility to land has a one-in-four chance of spilling 
oil, according to environmental studies. An oil spill in the 
Arctic Ocean would be impossible to clean up. 

Driving back toward Prudhoe Bay in the bus, I watched as 
large backhoes, straddling the six-mile-long hole in the ice, 
clawed a sub-ocean trench where they would lay their line. 
A jail in Prudhoe was the closest I would ever get to the 
coastal plain of "AN-WAR.” 

The Arctic Refuge is a wilderness area the size of Maine 
that was established in 1980, in an eleventh-hour act signed 
by Jimmy Carter. What to do with its coastal plain, a broad 
expanse of tundra and wetland, was left to Congress. While 
the area has a promising supply of oil in Big Oil's greedy eyes 
(that is, about a six-month national supply at best), the 
coastal plain is also a wildlife sanctuary and the nursing 
ground for the migratory porcupine caribou herd. 

When I complained to an oil industry analyst that so 
much attention and environmentalists' resources went to 
the refuge, while other places were being polluted, drilled 
and otherwise despoiled, he told me the coastal plain 
cannot be compared with another place on the planet. "It 
is unique in its incredible biodiversity of wildlife," he said. 
"You have polar bears, wolves, musk oxen and caribou all 
surviving in the same relatively small area." 

In the late '80s, I wrote a long article for a journalism class 
at the University of Alaska-Anchorage that analyzed caribou 
density maps. Overlay caribou calving maps on top of maps 
showing where oil companies would 
drill and you have a perfect match. 

Aerial surveys showing where the 
caribou congregated were mysteri- 
ously burned in a fire. 

I also learned that the porcu- 
pine caribou herd was unique 
among caribou in that it migrated 
in an immense sea of mammals in 
a U-shaped arc from northwestern Canada south below the 
refuge and up to the coastal plain, where, on the windy, 
mosquito-free coast, they dropped their calves. 

A few years later, a fellow student and I visited Arctic 
Village, in the southern corner of the refuge, as a research 
project for another class. What we quickly learned by 
talking with the Gwich'in people is that the issue of whether 
to allow oil drilling in the Arctic is much more than an 
environmental issue; it is a human rights issue. The Gwich'in, 
or "the Caribou People," have been living around and north 
of the Yukon for 10,000 years. "Like the buffalo to the Sioux 
the caribou is to the Gwich'in," says Sarah James, an inter- 
national Gwich'in spokesperson. Their connection with 



Sarah James, international spokesperson for the Gwich'in 


their land was obvious as we watched in amazement as a 
local fisherman caught whitefish from a hole in the ice at 
minus 40 degrees using his bare hands. 

We were taken to a shed that stored frozen carcasses of 
caribou. About 90 percent of the protein in the Gwich'in 
diet comes from caribou. The community shares its food: 

The first caribou shot go to those most in 
need, we were told. "Our society was set 
up to discourage everything your society 
promotes, namely power, ego and greed, " 
observed Lincoln Tritt, a Gwich'in musi- 
cian, writer and philosopher. 

Over the years I still come back to 
Lincoln's words, and I have the oil in- 
dustry to thank for reminding me of the 
pervasiveness of power, ego and greed. Oil companies in 
Alaska make, on average, $10,000 per minute in net profit 
from North Slope production. How much is ever going to 
be enough? 

Meanwhile, Big Oil spends millions of dollars annually 
on local in-your-face advertising. (BP's latest gimmick is a 
new, yuppie Volkswagen beetle, embossed with their flashy, 
light green logo, shaped like the sun. Their TV commercials 
show the car careening down deserted highways.) 

While Big Oil has succeeded in buying many Alaskan 
politicians — especially our congressional delegation — they 
still haven't convinced many Alaskans that they are, in the 

continued on next page 
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"Our society was set up to 
discourage everything your so- 
ciety promotes, namely power, 
ego and greed," observed Lin- 
coln Tritt, a Gwich'in musi- 
cian, writer and philosopher. 


ifioto by Soren Wuerth, AK Action Center 


/ s. 

Government Cartographer Fired for Posting 
Caribou Maps on Website 

In a blatant show of bowing down to Big Oil interests, the US Geological 
Survey fired cartographer Ian Thomas car March 1 1 for posting a map locating 
caribou calving areas in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). 

Although Thomas swears that when he put the map on the Internet he had 
no idea where the Bush administration wanted to drill for oil, the map 
depicted the area of ANWR where caribou most often go in spring to give 
birth— a narrow strip along Alaska's northern coast, adjacent to the Cana- 
dian border, known as Area 1002. This is precisely the strip of land that the 
new administration has proposed to open for exploration by the oil compa- 
nies that backed Bush's election campaign. 

Thomas' map appeared on the internet just as Secretary of the Interior Gale 
Norton was being briefed on the Arctic refuge's ecology and showed that the 
supposedly small area under consideration was critical to the refuge’s wildlife. 

In her briefing on the wildlife refuge, Norton waste >ld that caribou tend tc > stay 
at least four kilometers from arty hitman intrastmeture. According to briefing 
papers obtained by Public Employees tor Environmental Responsibility, the 
interior secretary' was also informed that: "When naturally restricted from the 
coastal plain, calf survival averages about 1 4 percent lower than when calving 
occurs primarily on the coastal plain." 

For that reason, while Area 1002 is only eight percent of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge, it is an important component of the biological 
Integrity for the entire refuge. 

Despite this unambiguous warning, Norton told an appreciative audience of 
oil executives that she had returned from the Arctic refuge more convinced than 
ever that drilling could proceed with minimal impact. 

For more information and to view the map, visit www.peer.org. 

v / 


continued from previous page 
words of our Democratic, oil-spon- 
sored governor, "good partners." 

In the early '90s, conservative Gover- 
nor Walter Hickel led a much-publi- 
cized fight to get the recalcitrant oil 
industry to pay taxes owed to the state. 
Then the oil industry financed a cam- 
paign to raid the Alaska "Permanent 
Fund" program, an investment account 
designed to return each Alaskan a share 
of the fund's interest. Last year, each 
Alaskan took home $ 1,983. Rather than 


increase taxes on the oil industry, state 
politicians wanted to tax this program 
to finance spending. Alaskans over- 
whelmingly voted "No" to the idea. 
Next BP tried to illegally takeover Arco 
to monopolize production on the North 
Slope. Many Alaskans were outraged by 
that prospect, and the Federal Trade 
Commission forced the company to 
divest. Exxon continues to delay pay- 
ment of $5 billion it owes to communi- 
ties and fishermen in Prince William 
Sound, and they arbitrarily laid off 


hundreds of workers during corporate 
downsizing. Furthermore, Big Oil was 
recently attacked for posting a racist 
sign along a busy Anchorage road relat- 
ing "Anti-ANWR" supporters to Arab 
people. 

Now, along comes an oil cartel that 
includes president Boy George, 
Cheney (the $36-million oilman), 
Norton, Big Oil and numerous under- 
lings promoting development in "AN- 
WAR.” While our oil-backed congres- 
sional delegation says Alaska is pro- 
development, up here, not as many 
people are convinced as they would 
hope. Many Alaskans don’t trust Big 
Oil for reasons mentioned above. 

So, for many Alaskans, government 
employees fired for exposing facts like 
caribou calving areas, posturing in 
Congress, the politics of oil and the 
environment and the tromping of 
Native rights to land and subsistence 
are all old hat. Like other icons of 
environmental debate, we know the 
arguments to develop are embarrassed 
by the open page of history. But at 
least for now, people who see the Arc- 
tic refuge as something more than a 
dehumanizing acronym have the ma- 
jority of votes in Congress, and it looks 
like human rights, compassion and rea- 
son are winning the battle over power, 
ego and greed. 

For more information, contact the 
Alaska Action Center, POB 100911, An- 
chorage, AK 99510-0911; (907) 563- 
2784; akaction@alaska.com; www. 
alaskaactioncenter.org. 

Soren Wuerth is a substitute teacher 
as well as the program director of the 
Alaska Action Center, a community ac- 
tivism group. 


The Taku Watershed Needs Your Help 

Mine Threatens 4.5 Million Acres of Wilderness Along the Alaska-British Columbia Border 


by Sarah Keeney 

The proposed reopening of a multi-metal mine, con- 
struction of destructive roads and logging operations 
threaten the largest unprotected wild watershed on the 
west coast of North America. Located on the Alaska-British 
Columbia border near Juneau, Alaska, the Taku River 
watershed covers 4.5 million acres of untamed wilderness 
(roughly the size of the state of Massachusetts). The Taku 
River watershed contains habitats representing five 
biogeoclimatic zones, ranging from high plateaus to lush 
coastal temperate rainforests. This world-class watershed 
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supports large, healthy populations of grizzly and black 
bear, Dali's sheep, moose, caribou, mountain goats, bald 
eagles and countless species of migratory birds. 

The Taku's transboundary bioregion sustains many fami- 
lies in both the US and Canada. Today, the Taku River 
TIingit people — the Taku River Tlingit First Nation (TRTFN) 
in Canada and the Douglas Indian Association, a federally 
recognized tribe in the US — claim the Taku watershed as 
their traditional territory. Communities in British Colum- 
bia and Southeast Alaska, Taku River landowners and 
commercial fishermen in both countries depend upon the 
rich, wild Taku River. 







This incredible area is threatened by a proposal to re- 
open the Tulsequah Chief mine, located in northern 
British Columbia about 40 miles northeast of Juneau, on 
the Tulsequah River, near its confluence with the Taku. 

Redfern Resources, a junior mining company from 
Vancouver, has proposed building a 100-mile access 
road that would slice deep into the heart of the Taku 
River watershed. Despite previous assurances from 
British Columbia that the road would be put to bed 
after the mine's life expires, the province has never 
decommissioned a new road of this size. Furthermore, 
current provincial law makes decommissioning ille- 
gal. Other industrial development projects would be- 
come economically feasible with this road access; 
miners have already staked claims along the proposed 
road route. Passing through treacherous avalanche 
zones, the proposed road would cross hundreds of 
wild salmon spawning streams. Sedimentation and 
siltation from road construction, and runoff from the 
Tulsequah project and future development would dev- 
astate fish populations. 

In 10 years, the mine would produce 6.7 million tons 
of tailings, only half of which would be backfilled into 
the mine. Redfern plans to store the other half in an 
earthquake and avalanche-prone glacial flood plain ad- 
jacent to the mine. Additionally, acid mine drainage 
from the abandoned mine continues to leach sulfuric 
acid into salmon-bearing streams. Re-opening the mine 
jeopardizes the future of this valuable watershed be- 
cause mine activity will result in chronic discharge of 
heavy metals, acids, petroleum products and other tox- 
ins into the drainage for years to come. 

The State of Alaska fears the mine and road will 
destroy lucrative sockeye, coho and Chinook salmon 
fisheries. Current healthy salmon runs provide jobs in 
commercial, sport and charter fishing. More than two 
million fish are caught each year from this drainage 
and contribute $ 10 million to the Alaska economy. The 
US Environmental Protection Agency, Department of 
the Interior and State Department have voiced serious 
concerns regarding the road and mine. This project 
may also violate obligations outlined in the recently 
renegotiated Pacific Salmon Treaty, which calls for 
each country to use its best efforts to protect Pacific 
salmon habitat. As negotiations between Canada and 
the US continue, US federal agencies, the State of 
Alaska, Alaska Natives, fishermen and conservationists 
are pushing for a referral of this issue to the Interna- 
tional Joint Commission (IJC). Set up under the Bound- 
ary Waters Treaty of 1909 between the US and Canada, 
the IJC seeks to resolve these types of controversial 
border issues. An IJC review could provide a more 
impartial, international, scientific review of the entire 
project and development in the watershed. 

After the province's controversial environmental as- 
sessment process granted tentative approval for the 
project, TRTFN took the province of British Columbia 
to court. Its lawsuit alleged the entire permitting pro- 
cess lacked necessary information for an informed de- 
cision, and that the project violates the constitution- 
ally protected rights of the Tlingit to hunt and fish in 
the region. In June 2000, a BC Supreme Court Judge 


This 4.5-million acre wilderness is threatened by a proposed mine. 

temporarily halted this controversial proposal. In a 
major victory for the TRTFN, Madame Justice Kirkpatrick 
quashed the BC government’s approval of the mining 
project, referring it to the original project review com- 
mittee and directed the committee to "meaningfully 
address" Tlingit concerns. The province appealed the 
decision and continues to press for full-scale develop- 
ment. 

What you can do: 

Contact the Governor of Alaska and thank him for his 
strong support for maintaining a healthy Taku watershed. 
Write to Alaska Governor Tony Knowles, POB 110001, 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001. 

Contact the Secretary of State and demand that he press 
Canada to fulfill its obligations under the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty and the Boundary Waters Treaty, and to officially 
request an IJC referral. Write to Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, Department of State, 2210 C Street NW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20520. 

For more information, contact Sarah Keeney, Water 
Quality/Mining Organizer, Southeast Alaska Conserva- 
tion Council, 419 6th Street, Ste 328, Juneau, AK 99801; 
(907) 586-6942; sarah@seacc.org or Don Weir> President, 
Taku Wilderness Association, POB 321, Atlin BC VOW 
1AO, Canada; (250) 651-0047; dweirl7@attglobal.net. 
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Concerned Students and Alumni 
Destroy GE Trees 
at Oregon State University 


In mid-March, concerned Oregon 
State University (OSU) students and 
alumni targeted three genetically en- 


gineered (GE) test sites where poplar 
and cottonwood trees are being grown 
by Steve Strauss, a forestry professor 
at OSU and the founder of the Tree 
Genetic Engineering Research Coop- 
erative (TGERC). According to the 
activists' communique, the test plots 
"at these places were independently 
assessed and found to be a dangerous 
experiment of unknown genetic con- 
sequences." 

OSU is the leading university in the 
world for GE tree research, receiving 
funding from the US Department of 
Energy, the Department of Agricul- 
ture, the Environmental Protection 
Agency, International Paper, 
Weyerhaeuser, Boise Cascade, Geor- 
gia-Pacific, Union Camp, MacMillan 
Bloedel, Monsanto and Shell, among 
others. 

TGERC scientists are responsible for 
researching and testing trees geneti- 
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cally modified for increased fiber pro- 
duction, herbicide tolerance — engi- 
neering Monsanto's Roundup Ready 
herbicide into 
the cells of pop- 
lar trees — and re- 
sistance to fun- 
gus and insects. 

This action by 
the OSU students 
comes just weeks 
after the Earth 
Liberation Front 
burned a research 
cotton gin in 
Visalia, Califor- 
nia (see EF!f 
March-April 
2001). Since No- 
vember 1998, 
| there have been 
I more than 40 
■J anti-genetic di- 
| rect actions in 
| North America. 
The direct 
actionists main- 
tain that biotech- 
nology is com- 
pletely unneces- 
sary and is being developed at the 
expense of human and ecological 
health solely to increase the profits of 
large multinational corporations. With 
the North American growing season 
at hand, it is likely that direct actions 
against facilities producing and test- 
ing genetically engineered organisms 
will resume. 

Concerning the questions about hy- 
brids in general: The mass replacement 
of native forests with ecologically un- 
stable monoculture hybrid tree farms is 
a gamble with terrifying consequences. 
The only selection traits bred into these 
hybrids are for economic gain, there- 
fore the non-GE hybrid tree farms are 
an ecological threat and, in the case of 
TGERC especially, are a legitimate tar- 
get on their own. 

For information on TGERC see 
www.fsl.orst.edu/tgerc/genfor2.htm. 

— GenetiX Alert Press Office 



OSU Communique 

Open letter to Steve Strauss, Or- 
egon State University forestry profes- 
sor and founder of the Tree Genetic 
Engineering Research Cooperative: 

Dear Steve, 

During mid-March three of your 
genetically engineered (GE) tree re- 
search sttes were visited by night. The 
test plots of Popttlus trees ( p< iplars and 
cottonwoods) at these places were in- 
dependently assessed and found to be 
a dangerous experiment of unknown 
genetic consequences. 

Therefore, we ringbarked or cut 
down 90 percent of your trees at OSU’s 
site at the Peavey Arboretum Rd. (off 
Hwy 9QW north of Corvallis. Oregon). 
At OSUs turt near Half Moon Bend 
of the Willamette River (just south of 
Garden Ave. off 1-1 svy 20 between 
Corvallis and Albany), we eliminated 
60 percent of the trees. Lastly, every 
tree was cut in one test plot at OSIJ's 
Agricultural ExperfmentStation in Kla- 
math Falls, Oregon (on Washburn Way, 
across from the Kingsley Field). In all, 
over 1,200 of your GE research trees 
were destroyed. 

Some of the trees we targeted may- 
have been hybrids and not techni- 
cally GE. However, \ our Tree Genetic 
Engineering Research Cooperative 
(TGERC i focuses on hybrid poplars as 
iis method for delivering modified 
genes into its frankentrees. Ail of the 
program's research on the Populus ge- 
nus is used for tire goal of patenting 
and commercializing GE trees, 

Steve, your exploits with TGERC 
are socially and environmentally un- 
acceptable. You claim to be undertak- 
ing basic independent studies to ad- 
dress environmental concerns, but 
that claim is belied by the millions of 
doilais your program receives from 
huge timber corporations to develop 
fast growing supertrees tor them. 

The expansion ol GE from agricul- 
ture to industrial resource extraction, 
as witli trees tor timber production, 
exhibits rite slippery slope of biotech- 
nology penneating every part of hu- 
man interaction with the resi of our 
natural world 

( 'm goal is to do to TGERC what 
others did to AstraZeneca's program. 

You may recall your tin. lights about 
tite event: "These environmental ex- 
tremists are unfortunately making us 
very paranoid," said Steve Strauss, for- 
est ty professor at ( >SU (Reuters News 
Service feature article, "Eco-warriors 
Stunt US Biotech Tree Research," 
March 2. 2000). Well, Steve, as the 
saying goes, just because you're para- 
noid, it doesn't mean that we're not 
out to get your research. 





Mormrn Ppesmts: TmPmen 


The vice president of Monsanto Canada, Ray Mowling, recently held a press 
conference at the University of Guelph to announce Monsanto's latest 
product of food biotechnology. The Porken, a small pig-like creature with 
wings, is the product of a pig genetically engineered with a chicken. 

Developed with funding 
from the federal govern- 
ment, "The Porken will 
revolutionize the way Ca- 
nadians eat breakfast," 
stated Mowling. 

I According to Stephen Y ar- 

■ row of the Canadian Food 

| Inspection Agency, com- 
| mercial approval of the 
1 Porken is expected quickly, 
a "We have deemed that if a 
pig and chicken could pro- 
duce an offspring naturally 
that the Porken would likely 
be substantially equivalent 
j to it, and therefore no hu- 
J man health testing will be 
I required." 

Monsanto Canada's Direc- 
I tor of Risk Communications, 
Professor Douglas Powell 
i from the University of 
t s Guelph, stated, "Today is a 

great day for all Canadians: 
The Porken will feed the 


world's hungry, eliminate the need 
for pesticides, reverse global warm- 
ing, and will undoubtedly cure can- 
cer and AIDS." 

The National Post's resident ecolo- 
gist, Terrence Corcoran, wrote that 
Monsanto should win a Nobel Prize 
for this accomplishments. "The 
world would be at a loss if it weren't 
for innovative companies like 
Monsanto: Who else would try to 
genetically engineer a pig with a 
chicken?" insisted Corcoran. 

Gord Surgenor of Ontario Agri- 
Food Technologies, a government- 
funded Biotech lobby group, stated 
that "Canadians want choice" and 
therefore Monsanto will be pushing 
for mandatory labeling. 

Joyce Groote of BIOTECanada, an- 
other government-funded biotech 
lobby group, is thrilled with the fed- 
eral government's decision to waive 
further testing. "This new product is 
the most tested Porken in the his- 
tory of the world. Consumers should 
feel safe about this." 

For more information, contact 
Monsanto at www.tao.ca/~ban or 
www.primalseeds.org. 
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Students Fight Biotech at Claremont Colleges 



by Abigail Singer 

At 3:30 a.m. on March 26, stu- 
dents blocked all entrances to the 
Claremont University Consortium 
(CUC) — the administrative building 
for all of the Claremont Colleges — 
by locking down to concrete barrels 
in defense of the Bernard Field 
Station (BFS). 

BFS is an 86-acre educational 
resource containing coastal 
sage, the endangered ecosystem 
that once covered the Los An- 
geles Basin. In addition to serv- 
ing the colleges' biology and 
environmental studies classes, 
it provides local junior high 
kids, some of whom have had 
no exposure to Southern 
California's natural envir- 
onment, with an opportunity 
to experience native eco-sys- 
tems. The field station is also 
the former village site of the 
Tongva people, and is a critical part of 
their history, culture and spirituality. 

Students, faculty and community 
members have fought to save this 
amazing resource since CUC first 
announced plans eight years ago to 


construct the Keck Graduate Insti- 
tute (KGI), a new graduate school 
serving the biotech industry. Both 
the college administration and the 
City of Claremont have consistently 
ignored surveys, petitions, faculty 
resolutions and enormous public 
outcry from the community. It 


Students make sure it's not business-as-usual for biotech. 
should be noted that CUC's board is notices 
comprised of the college presidents 
and trustee board chairs, several of 
whom work or invest in transnational 
corporations and financial groups in 
the biotech industry. With all other 


avenues exhausted, Students for the 
Field Station took nonviolent direct 
action to save some of Los Angeles' 
last open space. 

Our demand was simple: We 
wanted to have genuine commun- 
ication with CUC about the issue of 
preserving all of BFS. CUC, however, 
refused to have a dialogue 
about anything other than 
the return of their building. 
On March 26, CUC's Corpo- 
rate Executive Officer Brenda 
Barnham-Hill circled the oc- 
cupied building, handing out 
suspension notices to the 
roughly 130 students block- 
ing the entrances. Students 
were handed thick stacks of 
paper and asked to "take one 
and pass it on." Although the 
notices announced that stu- 
dents were at that point sus- 
pended and subject to arrest, 
there were no names on the 
leaving many questioning 
how the CUC intended to enforce 
the suspensions. 

Continuing the occupation, stu- 
dents remained locked down 
through the night. Just after 7 a.m. 


frontl'me^ 

Idaho GE Research Building Sabotaged 

Opponents of genetic engineering vandalized a bio- 
technology research building in Idaho, resulting in an 
estimated $20,000 in damage. The building, currently 
under construction at the University of Idaho, is part of 
the University's strategy to becomea regional leader in 
agricultural biotechnology. On March 5. messages de- 
nouncing genetic engineering and the current approach 
to food production were found on the walls and win- 
dows of this three-story research center. A group call- 
ing itself Night Action Kids (NAK) claimed credit for 
the action. 

In a statement to the media, NAK stated: “We are 
alarmed at the growing number of GE crops available in 
the United States. The University of Idaho has charged 
right into the fray, with little concern for bioethical 
issues or long-term consequences related to genetic 
engineering and biotechnology. In our spray messages 
inside the building, we have -warned the University of 
Idaho 'We Will Unleash Nature's Potential.' 

"Either redefine your philosophy regarding progress, 
biotechnology and life forms, or expect further action 
from us.” 


Brazilian Women Farmers Protest GM Food 

Women farmers throughout Brazil demonstrated 
on International Women’s Day (March 7) to protest 
worldwide neoliberal economic policies. Some 700 
women members of Brazil’s I andless Rural Workers 
Movement (MST) occupied a McDonald’s restaurant 
in Porto Megre, 1,000 miles south of Brasilia. They 
burned flags bearing the fast-food chain’s logo, criti- 
cized economic globalization and called the Brazil- 
ian government a slave to "neoliberal market funda- 
mentalism." 

I he protest was partly inspired by the anti-global- 
ization efforts of French activist Jose Bov6, a sheep 
farmer who ransacked a McDonald's restaurant and 
destroyed genetically modified crops (GM) in France. 
IL: was arrested in Brazil last January after he joined 
tlu- MST in a massive protest and sabotage/occupa- 
tion of a Monsanto GM research facility (see EF!J 
Marc h- April 2nn l ). On March 7. some 2,000 women 
blocked access to a supermarket in Florianopolis, 
son miles south of Brasilia, claiming it sold GM 
food. Also m Belo Horizonte, some 380 miles south- 
east of Brasilia, a group of women protested in front 
of the local city council chambers demanding that 
the government dramatically alter its agricultural 
policies. 
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the next morning, police cars started arriving at the 
scene. Barnham-Hill led dozens of riot police (rein- 
forcements from neighboring cities and from the 
LA County Sheriff's Department) to the different 
doors and issued students a two-minute warning to 
disperse. Nine students holding soft blockades were 
then dragged into police vans, and the concrete 
barrels were dollied or fork-lifted away from the 
doors while the students, still locked down, were 
carried alongside them. 

The nine students were released later that after- 
noon, and the encampment on CUC's lawn contin- 
ued throughout the week. Teach-ins, rallies and 
trainings culminated on the afternoon of March 26 
in a march through the campuses and a message to 
college presidents that intimidation will not stop 
students from organizing, and that the struggle to 
save the field station is far from over. 

Students who were arrested have a court date on 
May 1 for trespassing. Only Scripps and Pomona 
Colleges are following through with the judiciary 
process for suspension, and widespread faculty sup- 
port for the students makes suspension at these 
schools highly unlikely. In fact, CUC is coming 
under increasing fire from all of the college facul- 
ties for the manner in which they handled the 
protest, and many are beginning to question the 
way the colleges are run. Students for the Field 
Station is still working to save it from development, 
and will continue to do so until this invaluable 
piece of land is preserved forever. No compromise! 

For more information, visit www.studentBFS.org 
or www.keckgrad.com. 
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Anti-GM Protesters Blockade Sainsbury's Depots Billboards Improved in Idaho 

On the morning of February 22, protesters blockaded at Early on the morning of April 8, two Idaho Forest 
least four Sainsbury's regional distribution centers around Products Commission (IDFC) billboards were al- 
England, preventing them from supplying Sainsbury’s su- tered in Moscow, Idaho. The signs honoring the 
permarkets with genetically modified (GM)-fed animal upcoming Arbor Day now read, "Plant a Tree for 
produce. Sainsbury's is a major UK supermarket chain. Arbor Day, We'll Log 18 Million More" and include a 
The protesters targeted Sainsbury's because of its failure design reading "Forest Raper" that bears a striking 
to follow recent moves by other supermarket chains in similarity to the Forest Service's logo. The bill- 
announcing a date by which all of its own brand of meat, boards originally read, "We'll Plant 18 Million More." 
dairy, egg and fish products will be from animals raised on The Guerilla Advertising Contingent (GAC) is 
a GM-free diet. responsible for the improvements, both located on 

The protesters used various means of blockading, includ- State Highway 8. 
ing climbing on top of lorries and using bicycle locks to An anonymous GAC member explains the group's 
secure themselves to lorries and gates, with banners and motivations: "The IDFC Arbor Day campaign is a 
costumes to highlight the issue to Sainsbury's workers. sham— nothing but corporate greenwashing. By 

Seventy-five percent of the world's GM crop acreage is participating in a high profile media campaign such 
grown to feed animals and then enters the food chain via as this, they mislead the public by portraying them- 
these products. Although most British supermarkets have selves as environmentally-friendly tree planters, 
removed GM direct ingredients, little attention has been Simply planting tree seedlings does not recreate an 
paid to animal feed entering the food chain. Sixty-seven ecosystem destroyed by logging." 
percent of people in a recent independent poll said that Since its inception in June, 2000, the GAC has 
they were opposed to farm animals being fed GM crops. liberated three billboards previously in topies re- 
This year, for the first time since the introduction of GM lated to electoral politics and the prison-industrial 
crops, planted acreage looks set to decrease compared to complex, as well as improved over 40 stop signs to 
last year. After the Starlink scandal in US, Bosnia recently read messages such as “Stop Consuming" and “Don't 
refused 40,000 tons of GE maize sent as aid by the US. Stop the People." 
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Borders Drawn 




The building of the wall separating the US and Mexico in Douglas, AZ. 


by Juan Dolor 

The Euro-American- 
imposed border sepa- 
rating the United 
States from the rest of 
the Americas further 
serves to widen the gap 
between the haves and 
have-nots of the Earth. 

Gold and land-thirsty 
conquistadors of times 
past now manifest 
themselves as the rac- 
ist and greedy corpo- 
rate elite who use the 
force of their Border 
Patrol and military to 
protect their interests. Historically, US policies have de- 
fined Latin America as its backyard for dumping wastes 
and for expropriating cultures, labor and environmental 
resources. Modern "free trade” policies equate to policies 
of death; deaths caused by the increased militarization of 
the US/Mexico border. "Free trade" means that the bor- 
der becomes more open to the flow of merchandise, 
resources and money, and it becomes more closed to the 
people and wildlife that are displaced because of these 
policies. The Border Patrol's current policies of forcing 
immigrants into remote and dangerous desert regions are 
directly responsible for the hundreds of immigrant deaths 
that occur every year. The death toll is expected to rise as 
US economic policies and international trade agreements 
such as NAFTA, GATT, WTO and possibly the upcoming 
FTAA, increasingly destroy the lives and livelihoods of 
hundreds of millions of people in Mexico, Central America 
and South America. The "war on drugs" is a convenient 
excuse to further militarize the border and wage low 
intensity war on immigrants, Mexican/Chicano border 
communities and the environment. 

Established in 1989, Joint Task Force-6 (JTF-6) is a 
military operation engaged in low intensity warfare, 
comprised heavily of Army and Marine personnel, whose 
official mission is to aid local law enforcement agencies 
in fighting the "war on drugs. " Unofficially, JTF-6 is also 
one of the government's main weapons in the "war on 
immigrants" from Mexico and Central America. The 
work of JTF-6 includes military exercises (usually re- 
served for other parts of the globe) such as development 
of ground troops, training of local law enforcement 
agencies and SWAT teams in military tactics, building of 
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walls, construction of roads, surveillance and intelli- 
gence training. While JTF-6's jurisdiction now includes 
the entire continental US and Puerto Rico, the bulk of 
its operations occur along the border region in the 
Southwestern states of California, Arizona, New Mexico 
and Texas. 

Federal military units and militarized law enforce- 
ment agencies have no respect for the environment, 
people and communities in which they patrol. The so- 
called protection of the border has often resulted in 
massive environmental destruction from manual and 
mechanical defoliation with habitat destruction result- 
ing from widespread use of chemical and biological 
agents. Because of this, sensitive riparian habitat along 
the Rio Grande in Texas is threatened, as well as endan- 
gered species habitats in many other border areas. 

The escalating militarization of the 2,000-mile long 
US/Mexico border, headed by JTF-6 and the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service (INS), threatens the 
ecological integrity and viability of this diverse and 
beautiful region. Road building, low-level helicopter 
flights, troop training and deployment, fence and wall 
construction and high intensity light surveillance frag- 
ment wildlife habitat, obstruct migration routes, pre- 
vent proper feeding and breeding patterns and directly 
kill many animals. These effects are worsened by the fact 
that nearly all of the land along the border is dry and 
fragile desert, especially susceptible to human impacts. 
The enormous number of species in need of government 
protection reflects this fragility. The Arizona border 
region alone harbors 107 threatened, endangered or 
other special management species. 


photo courtesy Tod Miller 



The Yankee system is set up so immigrants will die. 


Among the more charismatic bor- 
derland species that are threatened 
are the magnificent large cats: jaguar, 
ocelot, jaguarundi, mountain lion and 
bobcat. True denizens of both Mexico 
and the US, these species symbolize 
the uniqueness, cultural diversity and 
interconnectedness of the border re- 
gion. Unfortunately, the very exist- 
ence of these species north of the 
border is threatened byJTF-6 and INS 
activities, especially considering the 
hundreds of missions involving fence 
construction and vegetation clearing. 
The extremely imperiled Sonoran 
pronghorn antelope, of which only 
150 remain in Arizona, is also highly 
threatened byJTF-6 and INS missions 
and is in danger of becoming extinct 
in the next 50 years. At the heart of 
this threat are low-level helicopter 
flights at less than 200 feet, which 
have been scientifically shown to 
separate antelope fawns from their 
mothers. 

JTF-6 and the INS affect an incred- 
ible array of habitats. From the rare 
vernal pools of Southern California, to 
gallery stands of cottonwoods along 
the Rio Grande in southern Texas, the 
Southwestern border environment is 
being sacrificed to the altar of the war 
against drugs and the war against im- 
migrants. For example, recent fence 
and road building missions conducted 
by JTF-6 and the INS near Nogales, 
Arizona, severely impacted several ri- 


parian areas — ecologically critical 
streamside habitats that comprise less 
than one percent of the total land areas 
in the Southwest. Threatened and en- 
dangered species adversely affected by 
this degradation include the lesser long- 
nosed bat and the Sonoran chub. While 
not as well known as species such as the 
jaguar and the pronghorn, these spe- 
cies are just as valuable and integral to 
our borderland ecosystem. 

The effects of increased militariza- 
tion on the border are subtle. This is 
due to the fact that JTF-6 and INS 
missions are often small in scale, usu- 
ally involving a few miles of road 
construction, temporary troop de- 
ployments or fence constructed in 
isolated, rural environments. How- 
ever, since their inception 11 years 
ago, literally thousands of these mis- 
sions have been carried out, usually 
with little or no environmental analy- 
sis. The number of missions contin- 
ues to proliferate. While Department 
of Defense officials may argue that 
individual projects do not jeopardize 
border ecosystems, the cumulative 
effects of these missions are stagger- 
ing. Among the wide variety of abuses 
heaped on our desert environments 
are rock mining, livestock grazing, 
off road vehicle abuse and groundwa- 
ter pumping. The militarization of 
the borderland may present the great- 
est threat facing the desert today. 

continued on page 58 


Myth & Fact: 
Immigration and 
the Environment 

Myth: More immigrants mean more 
environmental degradation and lower 
quality of life. 

Fact: Over-emphasizing the role of , 
population growth in environmental 
problems ignores who has control of 
production and consumption decisions. 
Many of the causes of environmental 
decline in this country have noth- 
ing to do with population growth or 
individual consumer choices. The 
military, the nation's largest single 
polluter, and corporations produce 
much more toxic waste than house- 
holds. Corporate advertising drives 
over-consumption and creates demand 
for new products that are often more 
environmentally destructive than old 

products. Sprawling suburbs, planned 

and built by developers, gobble up 
prime agricultural land and wildlife 
habitat. The public has little control 
over these decisions. 

Myth: Immigrants don't care about 
the environment. 

Fact: Immigrants are essential allies 
and leaders of the movement for 
environmental protection and res- 
toration. Immigrant communities 
suffer disproportionately from 
environmental degradation and poi- 
soning, whether from exposure to 
pesticides in fields, tnvic dumps in 
neighborhoods or solvents in factories. 
But immigrants have begun to fight 
back and are among the leaders of the 
environmental justice movement. 
Newcomers to this country often come 
from places where they had more 
sustainable lifestyles and a closer 
connection to the land. The 
Loation family that grows its own 
vegetables without pesti< ides in a small 
backyard plot is <is much a mode of 
environmentalism as the American 
family that recycles its newspapers. 

Myth: \n Immigration moratorium 
will have e< onomlc . environmental and 
social benefits for America. 

Fact: Forward-thinking policies, not 
scapegoating, will benefit Americans. 
Urban development strategies that en- 
courage environmental cleanup, bring 
jobs to under-employed communities, 
revitalize deteriorating neighborhoods, 
and counter act suburban sprawl and 
dependence on the automobile are 
better solutions to our economic, envi- 
ronmental and social problems. Anti- 
immigrant postures and legislation 
iosrer a climate ot hate detrimental to 
the overall quality of life in the US. 
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Certainly, most of us feel that we would be morally justified 
in physically resisting the invasion of our homes or an attack 
on our loved ones. And if all the details are just right, that sort 
of resistance is sanctioned by law. So when a place that you 
love — a piece of public land, be it desert, seashore, mountain 
or forest — is being invaded by strip miners and road builders 
and clear-cut loggers, and when all the usual political means 
of persuasion, all the legal means of preventing this invasion, 
have failed, then I think you may be morally justified in 
adopting illegal tactics. In other words, sabotage. 

Of course, this decision involves a number of difficult and 
dangerous questions. For example, is a small group of 
people, a scattering of individuals, justified in taking the law 
into their own hands in such cases... even if the majority of 
their fellow citizens may support the industrial invasion or 
at least be indifferent to it? In the final reckoning, we all 
have to rely on our own consciences to decide what we do 
and what we don't do. If we decide to be completely law- 
abiding citizens and never violate the law, that in itself is a 
moral decision, and we have to take responsibility for that 
decision, even when the law is doing evil things. 

Plowboy: How could large-scale support be gathered 
when the activity it would be endorsing is illegal? 

Abbey: It would have to start as an underground move- 
ment. You certainly can't expect the official media to 
support sabotage; the newspapers and television aren't 
going to advocate it. And along those lines, I think there is 
far more ecological sabotage going on right now than most 


by Plowboy 


Edward Abbey is described by others as "a talented 
writer, a freethinking philosopher, an outspoken 
environmentalist, an adventurer, teacher and hardcase 
desert rat. " His writing credits are rounded out by 
scores of essays evidencing a rare eloquence and a 
scorching satirical fire. The bulk of his writing centers 
on slickrock canyons, arid mesas and cactus-freckled 
deserts of the American Southwest. The following 
interview is excerpted from The Mother Earth 
News, May/June 1984. Ed Abbey passed away in 
1989, though "Cactus Ed" fans will remember that 
the noises Abbey made often constituted warnings 
worthy of serious consideration. 

Plowboy: You've been called a prophet, a 
rebel, a "wild" conservative, an agrarian anar- 
chist, and lots of things that can't be printed. Do 
you feel that any of those labels fit? 

Abbey: Probably the ones you can't print fit best. But sure, 
I guess I'm a "wild" conservative, if you take the word wild to 
stand for wilderness. But the term conservative can mean 
almost anything and needs to be clarified. To me, it means 
one who wants to conserve what is best in our society and in 
our land. In that sense I'm a conservative. Conservative and 
conservation — they go together and so should the attitudes. 

Plowboy: Probably your most controversial book is the 
novel The Monkey Wrench Gang, which deals with a sort of 
ecological anarchy, in the form of active resistance to 
industrial encroachment upon the desert Southwest. 

Abbey: Right. And in that novel I tried to make a clear 
distinction between sabotage and terrorism. My 
"monkeywrenchers" were saboteurs, not terrorists. Sabo- 
tage is violence against inanimate objects: machinery and 
property. Terrorism is violence against human beings. I am 
definitely opposed to terrorism, whether practiced by the 
military and state — as it usually is — or by what we might call 
unlicensed individuals. 

Sabotage is a traditional method for people without mili- 
tary or political power to resist encroachments on their lives 
and livelihoods. The word is derived from the French sabot, 
meaning wooden shoe. When workers in the nineteenth 
century textile mills of England and France felt they were 
being abused by having to work 12 and 16 hours a day, 
they'd sometimes slow down production by throwing their 
wooden shoes into the machinery. I think this form of 
illegal resistance is justified. 
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of us ever hear about. Generally, it's hushed up. I know of 
enough things that have happened here in the Southwest to 
believe that's true. The incidents aren't reported because it's 
a contagious idea: If people in North Carolina hear about 
certain things going on in Utah, they might decide to adopt 
the same tactics themselves. 

I think that every time people resist as strongly as they can, 
without committing violence against other humans, their 
resistance helps in the long run. It makes industrial invasion 
of the wilderness more expensive, more difficult, more 
debatable the next time it's brought up. 

Plowboy: Last summer you spoke at the Earth First! rally 
at Jackson Hole, Wyoming. What sort of an organization is 
Earth First!? 

Abbey: We call it a "movement," rather than an organi- 
zation. At the time of that rally, its hard-core supporters 
numbered something like 3,000. Earth First! tries all sorts of 
things to resist the destruction of the wilderness, stopping 
short of openly engaging in sabotage. Most of their public 
activity is in the form of civil disobedience: blocking road- 
building projects with their bodies, standing in the way of 
bulldozers, getting themselves arrested. I call it "condi- 
tional" civil disobedience. It's a way of trying to make a 
point, of gaining publicity, of slowing down destructive 
processes and perhaps of changing the minds of enough of 
the public to finally gain popular support for a cause. 

Plowboy: A discussion of something that seems to come 
up repeatedly in your writing: wilderness and civilization 
and their symbiosis. 

Abbey: A true civilization, for me, embraces tolerance as 
one of its cardinal virtues: tolerance for free speech and 
differences of opinion among humans, and tolerance for 


other forms of life... bugs and plants and crocodiles and 
gorillas and coyotes and grizzly bears and eagles, and all of 
the other voiceless, defenseless things everywhere that are 
in our charge. Any true civilization must provide for those 
other life forms. And the only way to do that is to set aside 
extensive areas of the Earth where humans don't interfere, 
where humans rarely even set foot. 

It's good for us to live on a planet of great diversity and 
variety. I think that a completely industrialized planet, a 
completely humanized planet would be intolerable. It would 
be a diminished life, as if the whole world were one great 
city. We'd lose the small-town way of life, the agrarian way 
of life, the farms, ranches, open spaces, forests, deserts, 
mountains and seashores. All of them would be completely 
taken over, devoured. That seems to be the direction in 
which we're moving right now. And if we succeed with this 
mad project of trying to dominate the whole planet and 
reduce everything to an. industrial culture, we'll then turn 
on each other and start devouring one another even more 
vigorously and ferociously than we already are. 

The more wilderness we set aside, the less space can be 
devoted to industry and the less pollution will be created. So 
the two things go together — the preservation of wilderness 
and the slowing of the industrialization of planet Earth. 
Even though we've become so powerful that virtually every- 
thing we do affects the whole planet and all other forms of 
life, we still need to strive to be as tolerant and generous and 
humble as we can. We need to restrain our human gluttony 
for more power, more goods, more technology. It's insane, 
lunatic, this mania for growth. We're not only tyrannizing 
nature, we're tyrannizing ourselves with this emphasis on 
centralized power and technological supremacy. 
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Wilderness, Privilege and Immigration 


uv Bonmi- Abb/w; 

Late author/agitat or Edward Abbey, 

I In all his (ahem) glory, is often cast as 
I a philosophical father figure in Earth 
[ First! circles. For this eco-gal, it's many 
a time that a reflective wilderness ex- 

■ ce or jubilant action has been 
jed upon by the religious men- 
tion of "Uncle Ed" by what usually 
happens to be some white guy who 
talks too much. In this world of "fa- 
ther-knows-best-ism" and a depress- 
ingly amusing mixture of Catholic 
gmlt and obedience to the govern- 
ment, 1 don't need any more ontnipo- 
j tent and benevolent patriarchs. In fact, 
Ed is very similar to my real-life father. 

EF! 1 5 graphing 

and fervently following white, finan- 
cially secure, college-educated men. 
These boys aren’t on the top of the list 
of who Earth First! needs to be listen- 


ing to. As long as our passions and 
strategies are limited by star-struck iden- 
tification with self-indulgent privilege, 
we, and more importantly the Earth, are 
missing out. 

EF! and the larger environmental 
movement have some skeletons in the 
closet that need to be thrown out. Wil- 
derness preset vat ion often meets skep- 
ticism from those working for social 
justice because most environmentalism 
is very white and middle class, and it can 
even have fascist undertones. This is not 
because ecological Issues are not rel- 
evant to all people. It is because of false 
lines drawn, and the way campaigns are 
articulated and carried out in a political 
vacuum. Real bridging, which involves 
listening instead of recruiting, needs to 
be done due to ingrained racist senti- 
ments of some of the environmental 
movement's spokespeople. 

"Radical" redneck for wilderness Dave 


Foreman co-founded EF!.’ He and Ed 
Abbey began to dig a hole in EFI's 
abilities to struggle alongside our revo- 
lutionary allies very early on with an 
anti-immigrant stance. The two mis- 
guidedly targeted immigrants for our 
ecological ills, and Abbey (at the '87 
EF! rendezvous) went so far as to praise 
the "superiority " ofUScultural values 
over those of Latin America. 

Dominant European culture is oblit- 
erating indigenous cultures around 
the world. Cultures most under attack 
are those that maintain a connection 
and love foi the land. This is not an 
accident. An anti-immigrant stance 
supporting borders and militarization 
(Foreman arid Abbey are not the only 
environmentalists who have put this 
forth) is a threat to cultural wilderness 
as well as the ecological wilderness 
they love so dearly. 

continued on. page 59 
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by Noewut I. Meen 

wink (wingk) v.l.to close and open one 
eye as a signal or suggestion. 

conspire (ken-spir') v. 1 . to plan to- 
gether secretly to commit an illegal act 2. 
to work or act together; unite 3. to breathe 
together (Latin 's conspirare: con — with, 
together; spirare — breathe, as in respire 
or respiration). 

So far the discussion of Earth First! 
movement security has covered the 
reasons why folks shouldn't cooperate 
with investigation and harassment by 
the feds/police, and it has offered some 
suggestions of what to do when they 
arrive. Okay, that's better than noth- 
ing (although late in coming, and the 
most basic concepts need to be con- 
tinuously retaught amidst our history- 
repeating-itself tragic comedy). We've 
got to start (or re-start) somewhere, 
after all. But it's time the discussion 
went far beyond this preliminary and 
reactionary level. 

What has not been adequately ad- 
dressed is what I feel to be the singular 
"security" problem with our move- 
ment: Simply put, we don't "got each 
other's backs." Even more so, we have 
forgotten how the string of letters that 
makes up that phrase might sound out 
phonetically enough to say the words 
at all, much less understand how to 
carry out the idea. (Please excuse the 
bitterly sarcastic tone, but our lack of 
solidarity and smarts here in the US is 
pathetic, even if it is an understand- 
able result of living in a privileged 
nation-state where everyday struggle 
to survive doesn't mean as much as it 
should.) We need to delve deep into 
why we don't have solidarity when 
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push comes to search warrant. 

Beyond a culture of security, we need 
a culture of conspiracy. We have for- 
gotten the art of the wink, the tacit 
understanding. The secret codes and 
decoder rings of childhood. A coop- 
eration that can at certain magical 
times reach near-telepathy. In a nut- 
shell, we lack a true understanding of 
community and affinity, be it with 
plant, mineral or animal (our own 
kind or the less domesticated). 

It is not enough to scramble to edu- 
cate or remind ourselves of the prin- 
ciples of good security after crackdowns 
are already happening. It is not even 
enough to be fully prepared before- 
hand for reactionary non-cooperation, 
as a voice touched on in the last issue 
of the Journal (see EF!J March-April 
2001). One cannot be better at secu- 
rity, or anything for that matter, if the 
aspiration is for a thing that at its core 
is not felt or dreamed of like life de- 
pended on it. We must rise to the 
occasion before the occasion occurs — 
be proactive — and fight with stealth 
and guile. 

The Melting Pot and the 
American Nightmare 

US pop culture tells us that there is 
no culture, only selfish individualism 
and soda pop. Thus, "consumer cul- 
ture" is given a (brand) name. A bit of 
travel or correspondence with people 
in less-consumptive countries, mean- 
ing most of the rest of the world, 
shows just how much peoples' roots of 
interaction and diverse ancestry have 
been stripped away here in the states. 

From New Orleans to New York, one 
finds it impossible to say that the US 


has no cultural vibrancy, but the point 
is that less and less often can diversity 
resist the homogenizing melting pot. 
America's greedy individuality is epito- 
mized by privileged, white, mono- 
cropped "culture." Though change is 
coming in a strong tide, EF! is still 
predominantly white, privileged (gen- 
der, skin, class, the list goes on) and 
has a major listening problem. 

We don't think we need to listen to 
the very people who are fighting along- 
side us! Somehow our interest in learn- 
ing from them wanes because they 
hold down a different hillock of the 
revolutionary landscape. Yet we wish 
they would give us the time of day to 
drop their struggles and join ours. Ain't 
gonna happen, not like that. Social 
justice and Earth liberation must work 
together to each mean something. 

Working class solidarity is a much 
stronger force in other parts of the 
world. The huge general strikes and 
picketline battles of turn-of-the-cen- 
tury US history are for the most part 
past memories (no disrespect meant 
to those few workers who are subvert- 
ing their bosses today). We have an 
enemy here in the states, and it is a 
most clever opponent — the enemy is 
us. It is in the self-policing of insecu- 
rity and jealousy. It is in the rule- 
following, good Samaritan who will 
turn a fellow citizen in for jaywalking 
or shoplifting. It is in the worker who 
won't bend the rules or bargain with 
the customer who doesn't have quite 
enough money for her dinner. And it 
is in our friends and ourselves in our 
compromise in defense of the Earth. 

Harriet Tubman and the under- 
ground slave railroad are a good model 



for a working conspiracy. Under the know: How it feels to care about land issues they're acting on for fear of 
Deep South’s oppressive humidity of and freedom. exposure, and different people with 

hate, black freedom fighters found _ particular talents to take on all the 

their escape through an immensely Conspiracy Culture many roles in a conspiracy, 

organized, cooperative effort of many "Security is mostly a superstition— It does — Intentional training and emo- 

different kinds of people . It took a not exist in nature... Life is either a daring tional-processing groups to purge the 
level of understanding tfnd solidarity adventure or nothing." —Helen Keller dominant culture of dog-eat-dog ex- 
to risk so much. Stops all along this Being secure is well and good, better ploitation from our heads. It affects 
railroad harbored safe houses. There thana walking, talking subculture and our strategy more than we realize, 
were people who pulled off the jail* scene of informants! But how 'bout — A real need-to-know (or more aptly 

breaks, transported esdap^Saves, something more active, more engaged? put, don't-need-to-know) conscious- 
provided cover and cooked food. The The troubling labels of “activism," ness. This should include the trick of 
argument in the toolbox" "campaigns" and “the movement" inferring the not-needing-to-know. We 

is not based on new political revela- have harmed as much as helped. We should think before we speak. It is 
tions, and rW dhe an ti-globalization are all animals really. And if industry simply uncouth to ask or tell what 
movement did not start in Seattle. and capital can unite so strongly, someone's up to (unless they tell you 
New Year's Day dawned in Chiapas beyond their competition fpr who it's okay) inside a building or car, espe- 
in 1994 and the I.ZLN rocked the gets to stomp on which face, we best cially in buildings or cars that have a 
world with the voice and spirit of the unite as readily, if not more so. Earth likelihood of being under surveillance. 
Lacandon Jungle, i&ut their conspiracy First! and radical ecofreaks will need And people shouldn't be laughed off or 
had been brewing much before then, to conspire, and the larger picture labeled as paranoid when they have a 
(pre-planning is an important tenet will need to reveal a broad conspiracy security request, like "Don't say what 
of conspiracy.) So that when the gov- of smaller conspiracies, a multi-is- I'm working on aloud in the office," 
ernment and the Mexican elite looked sued, mtflti-angled potluck smorgas- wink wink, nudge nudge. You don't 
for Zapatistas, they had no idea who bord of mayhem. know what they're up to and what 

these warriors were because to begin This is not to say everyone must do getting on the government's radar will 
a real search would have come up thesamekmdofwork.Infact,apreva- mean for them. The result of laughing 
with mostlof the country's people, lent problem in our culture is a lack of or ridiculing someone's conspiratorial 
The indigenous resistance in Mexico diversity and respect for such. requests/needs is that people get reluc- 

has a support thus far not yet achieved Our work must be to learn to have tant to state them. It's too much trouble 

by movemeimrm the US. Vs^nTI?-. ‘ the patience to build foundations and when they won't be understood. They 
pression cc®.es a-knocking, very of- water the blossom of culture. Let us start to wonder if their precautions are 
ten mpt^^ptktsely in Mexico than create a sense of youthful, exuberant silly. This is dangerous, and it is the 
for struggles this side of the border, camaraderie, and craft the crafty. We state of things now. 
every faaeto&an Cristobal de lasCaSas wereonce kids with codes and forts (no —Get beyond friendship cliques and 

holds iNpSttet) the fingers crossedbe- adults allowed), spit-promises and work together with people that dress, 
back, a sly wink. blood-sisters, cup-and-string phones look and think differently from us, or 

F»s^-ietd Our splintered so- .and secret places. we're doomed to evolutionary incest. 

I gejfetal, has somt| seriotls Here's a brief list of what aspects —For agents and infiltrators, there 

Wot only do we not our conspiracy culture might take on has to be a holding of accountability, 
take the time to consider what |f| to attempt effectiveness, because spe- and practical retribution, 
conspiracy ethic might entpil, we cifidBeas are always the most doable. continued on page 54 

exhibit an even deeper problem in Please think for yourself and add to 
not realizing that mor4 revolution- t his l ist, gather a crew of accomplices 
ary options of thought ittd action and paint the town green and black: 
may exist, should we envision and —Networks of support structures: 
enact them. The double layer of this safe houses (and safe land communi- 
unlearning is almost daunting. The ties) along an underground-style rail- 
dysfunction is so deep we've forgot- road; free food programs like the Black 
ten our clandestine instincts. Panthers' breakfast program and Food 

A quote of such stunning dense- Not Bombs; people without records or 
ness that it must be reprinted, states, government scrutiny to rent cars; 

"I wonder if there is a group called people to lend, find or create new 
ELF," says the founder of the Native identities and identification; money! 

Forest Council, "or is it some kind of — People to do research for actions 

industry political group to discredit and uprisings, especially the research 
environmentalism." that is impossible to do without leav- 

It is astonishing that our own troops ing a trail (being captured on video, 
do not/cannot conceive of simple talking to people who may remember 
night work and the fact that they may a face, etc.). 

even know the people doing it, or at — Folks to get the word out publicly 
least know what the people doing it for those who can't talk about the 
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Feds Raid ELF Press Office, Yet Again 



Agents from the FBI, B.A.T.F. and Oregon State Police 
conducted a six-hour raid of the home, business and 
vehicles of the spokespersons for the North American 
Earth Liberation Front Press Office on April 5. In 
addition to seizing hun- 
dreds of items of property 
from the above locations, 

Craig Rosebraugh was 
served a subpoena to 
testify before a federal 
grand jury on April 18, 

2001, that had been 
convened in Eugene, 

Oregon to investigate the 
Romania car dealership 
arson (see page 26). 

The Eugene grand jury 
was later called off. This 
was Rosebraugh's seventh 
grand jury subpoena is- 
sued to him since 1997 in 
relation to the Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELF) and radical environmentalism. 

At approximately 6 a.m., Rosebraugh was pulled 
over in his vehicle by a Portland Police Officer claiming 
the stop was due to a broken taillight. After 30 minutes 
FBI agents approached the car and delivered copies of 
the search warrants to Rosebraugh. The warrants were 
specifically for the search of Craig Rosebraugh, Leslie 
James Pickering, Elaine Close, the residence that all 
three live at, two vehicles belonging to Pickering and 
Close and the Calendula Baking Company that 
Rosebraugh owns. Simultaneously as Rosebraugh was 
pulled over, agents began the raid on the personal 
residence in North Portland where both Pickering and 
Close were present. After Rosebraugh and the vehicle 


he was driving were searched, Rosebraugh was taken 
to the Calendula Baking Company where the FBI 
proceeded to break through a window to gain access. 
A four-hour search and seizure was conducted at 

this site while at the 
same time a six-hour 
search was occurring at 
the residence. 

Upon leaving the bakery 
and the home, agents 
seized hundreds of items 
of property including 
computer equipment, 
phone books, videos, 
literature and other items. 

"This is nothing more 
than another attempt by 
the thugs of the state and 
federal government to 
stop the legal work of the 
North American ELF Press 
Office" stated Rosebraugh. 
He added that items such as computer monitors were 
taken which cannot constitute any evidence since 
they do not store data. "These random items which 
were seized have no connection to any crimes and this 
is quite obviously just another form of harassment 
dealt by the state." 

Pickering added, "This by no way will have any negative 
impact on the work we do at the ELF Press Office. In fact, 
it has made us more determined than ever to promote 
and release information on the ideology of the ELF." 

For more information, contact the North American ELF 
Press Office, (503) 478-0902; elfpress@tao.ca; 
www.earthliberationfront.com. 

— Earth Liberation Front Press Office 


The FBI loads up personal belongings in its hunt for the ELF. 


Santa Cruz Activists Face Felony Charges 

Two Santa Cruz, California, activists, Matt Whyte and Peter Schnell, were arrested January 23. Currently, they 
face serious federal charges for the alleged possession of materials that could be made into "destructive devices." 
In fact, the materials the arresting officers concede the charges are based on are nothing more than a can of 
gasoline, some gallon jugs and birthday candles! 

If this case weren't so disturbing, it would be laughable. In fact, the charges filed against Matt and Petey were 
designed to require that firearms (and destructive devices] be registered. The idea that this should be extended to 
make it a major felony to possess gasoline, birthday candles and water jugs is absurd. 

If Matt and Petey did not have a history of protesting, it seems improbable they would still be facing charges. 
Jn addition to citing their alleged possession of the aforementioned items, the police report actually included 
photos of the other "evidence" found in their car. Among the more interesting items seized and photographed 
are a wrapper from a Tropical Source chocolate bar, a flyer for an upcoming forum on the prison industrial complex 
and a map of Santa Cruz.. 

To fight these outlandish charges and provide adequate support for these two young men, money for their 
lawyers is urgently needed. Checks can be made out and sent to; Santa Cruz 2 Defense Fund, POB 917, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95006. 

For updates on the case contact the support team at the above address or sc2fund@hotmail.com. 
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Free’s Trial Delayed One More Time 


Motion Made After Dozens 
of SUVs Bum in Eugene 

After 10 months at the Lane County 
Jail in Eugene, Oregon, Jeffrey "Free" 
Luers' trial has been postponed, yet 
again. On April 3, Free's lawyer filed a 
motion to postpone. The judge granted 
the motion and a new trial date has 
been set for May 30, two weeks shy of 
Free's one year "anniversary" in jail 
with no resolution. 

The motion was filed as the result of 
a March 30 arson fire at Romania 
Chevrolet, the same car lot that Free 
and Critter are accused of burning in 
June 2000. 

This latest arson resulted in the de- 
struction of 30 Sport Utility Vehicles 
(SUVs). An anonymous communique 
claiming responsibility for the new fire 
was sent to the North American Earth 
Liberation Front Press Office and reads 
as follows: 

"One million dollars worth of luxury 
SUVs were torched at Romania 
Chevrolet. Sucking the land dry, gas- 
guzzling SUVs are at the forefront of 
this vile, imperialistic culture's caravan 
towards self-destruction. We can no 


longer allow the rich to parade around 
in their armored existence, leaving a 
wasteland behind in their tire tracks. 
The time is right to fight back. 

"Romania Chevrolet is the same lo- 
cation that was targeted last June, for 
which two Earth warriors, Free and 
Critter, are being persecuted. The 
techno-industrial state thinks it can 


stop the growing resistance by jailing 
some of us, but they cannot jail the 
spirit of those who know another world 
is possible. The fire that burns within 
Free and Critter burns within all of us 
and cannot be extinguished by locking 
them up. 

"In this continuous assault on both 
the planet and ourselves, SUVs de- 
stroy the Earth while the prison sys- 
tem tries to destroy those who see 


beyond this empty life. 

"We must strike out against what 
destroys us before we are all either 
choking on smog or held captive by the 
state. Take the power into your own 
hands. It's your life." 

Due to the mention of Free and Critter 
in the communique, the fire's timing 
in relation to Free's trial, the extensive, 


biased media coverage, and specu- 
lation resulting from the act, Free's 
lawyer believes that a jury would be unduly 
influenced and incapable of impartiality. 

In addition to the defense attorneys 
filing for postponement, the prosecutor 
filed new indictments against Free. 
Thirteennewindictments superceded the 
original 10, correcting inaccurate 
addresses, but also including a new 
Measure 11 (mandatory minimum 
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..itiiah EF! Locks Down 

Earth Firstlers chained themselves to Earth-moving 
equipment on April 1 3 to block t tie expansion of l T S 321 
bordering the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
Nine EFlers were picked up by Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 
police shortly after the protest began around S a,m. 

Four who locked themselves t( > bulldozers were charged 
with disorderly conduct and held on $5,000 bond. The 
five others were released. 

The at tlvist-, were protesting the four-mile, $30 mil- 
lion widening of US 321 from Gatlinburg northeast to 
the Greenbrier entrance to the park. As usual, the 
National Park Service has said the project will cause no 

harm. 

ALF Rescues Hundreds of Chickens 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) rescued 468 chick- 
ens from an egg factory farm in Beaumont, California, 
in the early morning hours of March 17. This is the 
second time the company, Sunny-Cal Eggs, has been 


targeted by the ALF. . 

Last June, more than 600 baby chicks were liberated 
from Sunny-Cal and placed in a sanctuary. The ALF 
videotaped activists placing chicks into carriers and 

showed the horrendous conditions in which these ani* . 
mals live their short lives. 

"These animals will be placed in good homes where 
they will never be crammed into a cage, and forced to 
stay awake all hours to produce more eggs (more prof- 
its)," stated the ALF communique. 

ELF Attacks Nike in Solidarity Action 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) claimed responsibil- 
ity for an attempted arson at a Nike Outlet store in the 
town of Albertville, Minnesota. This latest action spe- 
cifically targeted Nike due to the corporation's use of 
sweatshop labor overseas and its role in globalization. 

A communique sent by the ELF stated, "This visit was 
in solidarity with all people of all nations to fight 
globalization, and to support the growing antt-global 
sentiment. This is also a call for direct action against 
globalization in solidarity with all of the antl-FTAA 
actions scheduled in Canada later this month." 

The communique continued, "Although the roof of 
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sentencing) charge, a class A felony 
conspiracy charge. If convicted, this charge 
would add another 10 years to his sentence. 
The prosecutor stated that she had always 
intended to add the additional charges if 
Free refused a plea agreement. Many offers 
have been made, and Free has steadfastly 
refused them all. 

Free and Critterneedyour support. The 
Legal Defense Committee wishes to thank 
all those who have sent contributions 
and words of encouragement to Free and 
Critter. Please continue writing to them 
andholdingthem inyourthoughts. Their 
ordeal is far from over. 

Write to them — include your name 
and return address on the letter as 
well as the envelope, as they are only 
given the letter. Letters must be 
written in blue or black ballpoint pen, 
on plain white paper, with no stains 
or spills, or they will be returned. 

Jeffrey Luers (Free) #1306729, 101 
W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401. 

Craig Marshall (Critter) c/o FCLDC 
POB 50263, Eugene, OR 97405. 

Send them books and reading 
material. All publications must come 
directly from the publisher or (erp!) 
Amazon.com. 

Send a contribution for their legal 
defense (please do not include 
correspondence with checks): Free 
and Critter Legal Defense Fund, 


c/o OUR Credit Union, POB 11922, For more information, visit 
Eugene, OR 97440. www.efn.org/~eugpeace/~freecritter. 

Have a fundraiser in your town! Start — Free and Critter Legal Defense 

a prisoner support group! Get active! Committee 



e l r 

Goes 

Splicin’ 

Down 

South 


Saboteurs claiming to be part of the Earth Liberation Front drove hundreds 
of steel spikes into trees on Virginia's Northern Neck timber tract sometime 
in March to stop a timber sale. 

The activists left signs throughout the 300-acre tract in Westmoreland 
County warning loggers of the spikes, which do not hurt the trees, but can 
damage chainsaws and injure sawmill workers. 

Alex Coughlin, vice president of Rock Hill Lumber, said the company may 
have to spend $30,000 to $40,000 using metal detectors and taking other 
safety precautions when it runs the lumber through the sawmill. 

He also said he is determined to harvest the timber, no matter the expense. 
"They haven't discouraged us," he said. "It's just made us that more bull- 
headed. That place belongs to us." 


this Nike Outlet did not go up in flames as planned, this 
action is still a message to Nike they cannot ignore. 

In fact there are only two options for Nike at this 

point. Option 1: You can shut down all of your 
sweatshops immediately and place all assets into 
the communities you have stolen from. Along with 

this you must close down all Nike Outlets, starting 

with the Albertville, MN location. 

Option 2: People across the globe will individu- 
ally attack Nike Outlets, as well as retailers that 
sell Nike (including college campus shops) until 
Nike closes down, or adheres to demand #1," 

ELF Strikes Again on Long Island 

The ELF has officially claimed responsibility for 
smashing more than eight 10 by 10 insulated plate 
glass windows and one neon sign at the Old Navy 
Outlet Center in downtown Huntington, I ong Is- 
land, New York, on March 5. 

A communique stated, "This action served as a 
protest to Old Navy's owners, the Fisher family’s 
involvement in the dearcutting of old-growth for- 
est in the Northwest. These actions will continue 
until the Fisher family pulls economic support 


from the lumber industry, regardless of whether 
with the Pacific Lumber Company or otherwise." 

The Fisher family, which owns the Gap, Banana 
Republic and Old Navy, recently purchased 235,000 
acres of Mendicino County redwood forest In North- 
ern California. The Fisher's logging company, 
Mendicino Redwood Company, plans to clearcut 
large sections of land within this purchase. 

The company is also spraying Garlon, an herbi- 
cide related t<> Agent Orange, to eliminate ground 
vegetation. Garlon induces vomiting and weak- 
ness in humans and is known to severely disorient 
juvenile Coho salmon. 

The communique continued, "Old Navy, Gap, 
Banana Republic care not for the species that call 
these forests home, care not for the animals that 
comprise their leather products, and care not for 
theh garment workers that are underpaid, exploited 
and enslaved in overseas sweatshops." 

The communique finished by stating, "As more 
and more minds continue to be exposed to the true 
nature of their greed, fewer and fewer will sit idly 
by, and the cries of tin- Earth will not fall upon deaf 
ears. We will not stop. Love, the Elves." 
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Long Island Activist Targeted by the FBI 


An advocate for homeless and hungry people, Connor 
Cash is a 19-year-old human rights and environmental 
activist as well as a role model for his Long Island peers. 
Residing in Sound Beach, Long Island, New York, Connor 
co-founded Long Island's Food Not Bombs hunger relief 
program in Port Jefferson Station during the spring of 1999. 

Connor is also an outspo- 
ken organizer of the Modern 
Times Collective (MTC). MTC 
is an autonomous youth ac- 
tivist network which works 
on a wide array of issues rang- 
ing from labor sweatshop is- 
sues to counsel sessions for 
"at risk" or suicidal teens. 

Through MTC, Connor be- 
came one of Long Island's pre- 
miere advocates on behalf of 
sweatshop workers, against 
immoral economic globaliza- 
tion and on behalf of the en- 
vironment and wildlife. Along 
with his organizational work 
in MTC and Food Not Bombs, 

Connor volunteered on vari- 
ous other environmental jus- 
tice, social justice and animal 
rights campaigns. 

As other people's respect and admiration for Connor's 
activism grew, there was an unfortunate drawback. 
Connor became a target of a national probe into activist 
collectives by federal authorities. By the summer of 1999, 
federal and state authorities began to investigate the 
Long Island chapter of the Animal Defense League (ADL), 
the island's premiere animal rights and wildlife preserva- 
tion organization. Local and federal authorities began to 
probe the ADL searching for leads pertaining to the 
militant direct action group the Animal Liberation Front. 
ADL members often fell victim to arrests, beatings, 
trumped-up charges and even imprisonment for their 
unwillingness to cooperate with an activist witch hunt. 

When media outlets began to report that actions being 
taken by radical factions of the environmental and ani- 
mal liberation movements were intensifying, authorities 
responded by intensifying their investigations. During 
December 2000 and January 2001, youth activists from 
the ADL, MTC and Food Not Bombs fell victim to a 
massive campaign of intimidation and repression. In 
January 2001, Connor and other youth activists were 
approached at their homes by federal agents asking them 
to divulge any information they could provide to help 
shed light on their stagnating investigations. Federal 
agents made both verbal and physical threats to activists, 
trying to coerce them into providing information. One 
financially burdened activist was offered thousands of 
dollars in hopes that the activist would infiltrate the 



Connor Cash 


ADL. Another was told he would be charged with crimes 
if he did not cooperate. Connor too was approached and 
threatened by agents stating, "It's going to be your ass if 
you do not cooperate." At that moment Connor hired 
attorney Fred Brewington, acclaimed for his civil rights 
cases. Connor and the other activists refused to give 

statements knowing 
that they could not be 
charged with crimes 
because of their inno- 
cence and constitu- 
tional right to remain 
silent. From the day 
Connor refused to co- 
operate and implicate 
other activists until 
February 15, he and 
friends were followed 
by photographers and 
videographers. 

Connor was then ar- 
rested by FBI agents and 
indicted on the charge 
of arson conspiracy. 

Three other teens 
had been arrested in 
the days prior to 
Connor's arrest. The three teens each pled guilty to one 
count of arson conspiracy in an agreement that they 
would cooperate with federal investigators. The agree- 
ment made by the three cleared them of being prosecuted 
of many other severe felony crimes. 

It is not known as of yet what the nature of Connor's 
indictment is, but it is assumed that one of the three teens 
perjured testimony implicated Connor during a closed 
grand jury proceeding as part of his plea bargain agree- 
ment. The three teen's all face up to 40 years imprison- 
ment, but if they implicate others they could end up 
serving less than five years. Unlike the others, Connor has 
entered a plea of innocent and had bail set at $250,000. 
Connor's family put a lien on their home as a form of 
collateral to attain Connor’s release from custody, and he 
is currently free pending future trial. 

Connor is in desperate need of our help! He has already 
paid thousands of dollars to his lawyer and will probably 
need to pay thousands more. Please donate as much 
money as possible to his legal defense fund. If you would 
like to donate to his legal defense make checks payable 
to: The Animal Defense League, POB 1117, Huntington, 
NY 11743. For large tax-deductible donations: Animal 
Rights America, POB 469, Caldwell, NJ 07006. Please 
staple an attached note stating "Connor Cash Legal 
Defense." For more information, contact (631) 340- 
4708; freeconnorcash@yahoo.com; www.ADL- 
online.com. 

— North American Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
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German Nuclear Waste 
Reaches Its Destination 


Shipments of reprocessed nuclear 
waste from France arrived at an un- 
derground storage depot at Gorleben 
in northern Germany on March 29, 
but only after nearly 700 people were 
arrested in violent clashes with po- 
lice. A force of riot police strongly 
guarded the railway line from the 
Cogema nuclear waste processing fa- 
cility in La Hague, France, to the 
small German town of Dannenberg 
where the shipment was transferred 
onto trains. 

The waste reached Dannenberg a 
day late after being blocked for 20 
hours by protesters who chained and 
cemented themselves to the railway 
tracks. Police used water cannons to 
control the crowd. The battle left 
about 60 protesters injured. 

The protests escalated as the night 
wore on in Dannenberg. A group of 
militant demonstrators fired flares 
at the officers, destroying one of 
their vehicles. Just outside of 
Dannenberg, a group of eight 
Greenpeace activists succeeded in 
stopping the train just short of the 
final depot by chaining themselves 
to the tracks in a complex mass of 
steel chains and heavy locks laced 
beneath the rails. 

The unloading of the containers 
was expected to take up to 12 hours, 
during which they would be mea- 
sured for radioactivity. The train ter- 
minal was sealed off behind barbed 
wire and a heavy police presence. 


Police were keen to avoid a repeat 
of the clashes four years ago, when 
protesters threw stones and bottles 
and police responded with batons 
and water cannons. 

The controversial shipment con- 
sists of spent nuclear fuel from 
Germany's own nuclear power plants 
that had been sent to France for 
reprocessing. An international agree- 
ment requires that nuclear waste 
must be returned for final storage to 
its country of origin. Many Germans 
are strongly opposed to the trans- 
portation of high-level nuclear 
waste, citing risks to the environ- 
ment and human health and safety. 

In 1997, similar demonstrations 
at the Cogema facility brought out 
more than 20,000 protestors and 
more than 30,000 police. Again in 
1998, demonstrations disrupted a 
nuclear shipment to the Ahaus 
nuclear waste storage site in north- 
ern Germany. The protesters object 
to what they say is highly dangerous 
radioactive waste being transported 
through Germany and hope to make 
the transports so costly that the gov- 
ernment will call them to a halt. 

The ruling Social Democrat/Green 
Party coalition had endorsed this 
year's nuclear transports as part of 
an agreement to close the country’s 
19 nuclear power plants within the 
next 30 years. Some of the core 
supporters of the party felt betrayed 
by the party's support toward the 
nuclear waste 
transfer. Still, 
grassroots activists, 
farmers and Ger- 
mans from all 
walks of life have 
consistently op- 
posed the transpor- 
tation and storage 
of radioactive 
waste. Two waste 
shipments are 
scheduled to take 
place each year 
through 2010 from 
France to Gorleben. 


6a-k£- 6on£-s 

Victory for BC Rainforest 

In a major victory for environmental- 
ists, Canadian government and timber- 
industry officials agreed April 4. to 
protect 3.5 million acres of British 
Columbia’s ancient coastal rainforest 
from logging. 

The protected area, part of the Great 

Bear Rainforest, is the largest con- 
tiguous temperate rainforest left in 
the world, li is home to extremely 
rare and endangered wildlife includ- 
ing a rare variety of white-colored 
black bears called spirit bears, grizzly 
bears, salmon and eagles. Despite their 
ecological and recreational value, 
nearly every intact watershed on the 
BC coast had been slated for road 
budding or clearcut logging over the 
next decade. 

The agreement calls for 1.5 million 
acres to be permanently protected, 
and another two million to be protected 
under a logging moratorium for two years 
until more stringent forestry standards 
can be established. 

judge Suspends Logging in 
Parts of Tongass 

In late March, Judge James Single- 
ton. Jr., of the US District Court for 
the District of Alaska ruled that the 
Forest Service violated two federal 
laws when the agency refused to con- 
sider any new wilderness areas in the 
1997 Final Environmental Impact 
Statement ( EIS j for the Tongass Land 
Management Plan Revision. 

The order prevents the Forest Ser- 
vice from permitting any new roads 
or timber sales in roadless areas of the 
Tongass until the agency prepares an 
E1S considering new wilderness areas. 

Under federal law, only Congress 
can designate new wilderness areas, 
but tire Forest Service is required to 
make recommendations on new wil- 
derness proposals when preparing 
land management plans. 

The order does not affect timber 
sales in the roaded areas of the 
Tongass, but timber industry repre- 
sentatives said the judge's decision 
could bar logging on at least 400,000 
acres of the 17-million acre 1 ongass. 

The riding halts logging on the 
Kuakan. King George and Upper 
Carroll timber sales, and a road build- 
ing project on the South Arm sale. 
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Continues 


Yellowstone 


escaped the trap. Knowing they had 
saved eight bulls from likely slaughter 
made the activists' sacrifice a sweet one. 
Unfortunately, two of the captured bulls 
tested positive for brucellosis antibod- 
ies, and were sent to slaughter. The 
other five were tagged and released, all 
having suffered wounds during the cap- 
ture and testing process that threaten 
their survival. 

In the following week DOL returned 
and attempted to capture three bulls 
at Horse Butte. In an awesome display 
of true power, one of the magnificent 
bulls wallowed right in front of the 
DOL agents, stood up and flipped 
sand in their direction with his horns. 
The bulls then turned and ran up the 
butte, quickly disappearing over the 
ridge. With frustration evident on 
S their faces, law enforcement officers 
arrested two protesters who had al- 
legedly crossed an arbitrary closure 
line on Forest Service land. 

The following day, DOL flew its 
helicopter over Duck Creek and Cou- 
gar Creek and captured seven bulls 
that had left the safety of the park. 
,, never left Yellowstone but were near One protester was arrested at Cougar 

RY rFSTI IS A 

the border, about two miles into the Creek for allegedly disrupting the op- 
The last wild American bison con- park. Ironically, none of the bison eration. Three of the bulls were sent 
tinue to be harassed, captured and were on cattle-grazing land. to slaughter and four tested negative, 

slaughtered by the Montana Depart- Peace and quiet along these corri- These were released the next day, 
ment of Livestock (DOL), National dors is vital for the survival of elk, obviously traumatized. 

Forest Service and National Park Ser- moose, bald eagles, trumpeter swans, When DOL agents returned to 
vice. Although it has been a mild wolves and many other wildlife that Horse Butte, though, they found a 
winter in the Yellowstone ecosystem, winter here. Disruptions caused by tripod erected on the access road to 
more than 20 bison bulls migrated the DOL threaten all wildlife in the the capture facility. Despite 24-hour 
out of the park in January. They have area, at the most critical time of security along the road, one volun- 
spent the winter grazing along the year — with Yellowstone National teer occupied a platform 30 feet up 
Madison River bottoms and at Horse Park's approval. in the blockade. He was removed 

Butte, a traditional winter range for After a month's hiatus, in which the with a cherry picker late in the day 
Yellowstone bison. If not for the bison quickly returned to their previous and arrested, but was successful in 
deadly, military-style tactics of the location along the Madison River, the keeping the bison at Horse Butte from 
DOL, these bulls would have an easy, DOL flew their death machine again. On being captured . 
peaceful existence. March 14, the copter rounded up 15 bulls On March 23, during a planned 

On February 14, after several unsuc- on the Madison and attempted to push "week of action" to end the slaugh- 
cessful attempts to haze the bison back them into the Horse Butte capture facility, ter, BFC held a rally at the Gallatin 
to the park with snowmobiles, DOL As the copter approached the butte with National Forest office in West 
brought out its helicopter. Flying as its quarry, Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) Yellowstone. Decked out in costumes 
low as 10 feet above the wildlife-rich volunteers moved into position. representing the many species that 

river bottoms, the copter fired explo- Utter chaos reigned at Horse Butte for live in the area, the protesters de- 
sive rounds and blasted a siren to haze the next four hours. When the snow manded an end to the deadly activi- 
the bulls two miles back into settled, seven bison had been captured, ties of the DOL on Forest Service 
Yellowstone. It then proceeded to Duck Seven volunteers were arrested and, land. Two people were admitted to 
Creek where it hazed six bulls that had thanks to their efforts, eight bison had the office, without costumes, to talk 
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The case arose out of a cata- 
strophic landslide that occurred on 
December 31, 1996, and nearly 
buried the entire community of 
Stafford under hundreds of thou- 
sands of cubic yards of mud and 


be subject to sli 
Steven Scbec 
torr.ey for the 


A BFC volunteer shepherds Yellowstone's bison, protecting them from Montana DOL. 


with District Ranger Stan Benes. 
Benes, however, could only offer up 
a list of the usual, lame excuses as to 
why he is powerless to change the 
status quo. The question still remains: 
Why do Montana cattle interests hold 
so much power over the National 
Forest Service and Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park? 

On March 25, 50 people attended a 
prayer ceremony hosted by the 
Ehnamani Sundance Church. In the 
ceremony, we gave thanks to the Great 
Spirit and asked for strength, for pro- 
tection of the bison and for the enlight- 
enment of those that would continue 
the reckless slaughter. 

More than 70 people gained valu- 
able experience in the field, helping 
end the slaughter of the last wild bison 
by attending the "week of action." 


Early April brought a new threat, as 
hundreds of pregnant females and 
calves began to head west toward Horse 
Butte. So far, DOL has only attempted 
to haze them back to the park, but has 
been largely unsuccessful. 

BFC will stand by its commitment to 
this incredible herd. Every day in the 
field the bison teach us valuable les- 
sons, and amaze us with their beauty, 
grace and power. Our family contin- 
ues to grow in numbers and in strength. 
BFC is the only group working in the 
field to document and stop the 
indiscriminant slaughter of America's 
last wild bison. 

For more information, contact BFC, 
POB957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; 
(406) 646-0070; (406) 646-0071 fax; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org; www. 
wildrockies.org/buffalo/. 
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Connecting the Biological & Linguistic Diversity Crises 


by Kieran Suckling 

"When you lose a language, it's like dropping a bomb on a 
museum." 

— Kenneth Hale, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

"We are accelerating toward a calamity unparalleled in 
planetary history... These are crucial years for us to act, as the 
library of life bums furiously around us, throughout the world. " 

— Gregory Benford, University of 
California-Irvine 

Though it is a truism among con- 
servation biologists that humanity 
is in the midst of the Earth's sixth 
great extinction spasm, overt public 
awareness of the crisis is dim, and 
understanding of its implications 
even dimmer. The house is burning 
down around us, and even as the 
beams begin to cave in, we have the 
vaguest intuition of the enormity of 
the danger. How is it possible to 
ignore the biosphere careening to- 
ward an extinction catastrophe un- 
paralleled, not only in the brief span 
of human history, but in the last 65 
million years of life on Earth? The 
question places us before the most 
profound and difficult task facing 
the environmental movement: How 
to reach through the maze of denial, 
information overload, biological dis- 
association, cynical politics and eco- 
nomic struggle to awaken our fellow 
humans to the fire that is rapidly 
consuming plants, animals and entire ecosystems? 

The "biodiversity knowledge gap" is one part of the 
problem. A recent poll of members of the American Insti- 
tute of Biological Sciences, the National Science Teachers' 
Association and the general public revealed a steady decline 
in understanding of the extinction crisis, from researchers 
to teachers to the public. Scientists rated overpopulation 
and biodiversity loss to be greater problems than ozone 
depletion, global warming and pollution. Seventy percent 
believe that during the next 30 years, 20 percent of all 
species on Earth will become extinct. A third believe the 
global extinction toll could reach 50 percent over the next 
30 years. In contrast, over half of science teachers do not 
believe we are in the midst of mass extinction. Only 38 
percent described themselves as being "very familiar" with 


the concept of biological diversity. Over half of the general 
public is unaware of the extinction crisis. Most rated 
pollution as the most important environmental problem. 
Few described themselves as understanding the concept of 
biological diversity. 

Lack of information is not the central problem; it is the 
inability to grasp the scale, synergistic effects and ultimately, 
the meaning(s) of mass extinction in our time. Perhaps the 
problem is in the language we use to talk about extinction, 
which is itself influenced by the ex- 
tinction process. Human languages 
are as much of as about nature. Their 
functioning, therefore, is not im- 
mune to the far-reaching effects of 
species extinction and ecosystem 
disruption. The converse is also true: 
Biological diversity is being pro- 
foundly impacted by the extinction 
of human languages. Indeed, the col- 
lapse of global linguistic diversity is 
proceeding faster than the collapse 
of biological diversity. 

Biological Meltdown 

It is impossible to directly deter- 
mine the number of species that 
have been driven to extinction by 
humans in recent history. Even in 
our era of lightning-fast communi- 
| cation and global science, the major- 
° ity of extinctions go undocumented 
because most species have not yet 
been "discovered." Based on docu- 
| mented modern extinction rates, it 
is likely that the Pacific islands alone 
have lost 2,000 species of birds in 
the past 1,000 to 2,000 years, meaning that about 20 
percent of all bird species on Earth have already gone 
extinct. A conservative estimate of the global extinction 
rate over the past 500 years is about 1,000 species per year. 
The current global extinction rate for all species is likely 
15,000 to 50,000 extinctions per year. 

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN), a collaborative effort of more than 7,000 scientists, 
reviewed the status of 48 percent of all terrestrial vertebrate 
species (including 100 percent of all bird and mammal 
species) and a very small percentage of invertebrates. By 
their count, 41 percent of all mammal species are in serious 
decline and 25 percent are currently threatened with extinc- 
tion. Twenty percent of all bird species are in serious decline, 
1 1 percent being currently threatened with extinction. 
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Most alarming from a biodiversity 
standpoint is the serious decline of 50 
percent or more of all the species in 13 
orders, including primates (50 per- 
cent), Chiroptera (bats, 50 percent) and 
Cetaceans (whales and porpoises, 69 
percent). While the evolutionary pro- 
cess may take 10- 
million years to 
"replace" an ex- 
tinct species, the 
loss of entire or- 
ders of vertebrate 
evolution may 
not be replaceable 
on even the 
grandest of geo- 
logical timelines. 

Given the 
IUCN's strict defi- 
nition of a threat- 
ened species, more 
than 25 percent of 
all species on Earth 
could become ex- 
tinct within the 
next 100 years. 

While it is unlikely 
that every one of 
them will become 
extinct within a 
century, the extinction of species not 
currently listed as threatened will likely 
more than makeup the difference. 
Twenty percent of all living primates 
could become extinct in just 20 years. 

Linguistic Extinction 

The diversity of co-existing languages 
and cultures prior to the ongoing colo- 
nization of the globe by a small number 
of dominant nations was astounding. 
In what is now California, indigenous 
peoples once spoke more than 100 dis- 
tinct languages. This small area sup- 
ported more linguistic diversity than all 
of Europe. More than 300 native lan- 
guages were spoken in what is now the 
United States. Meso-America had 80 
distinct languages; South America more 
than 500. At least 250 distinct languages 
were spoken in aboriginal Australia. 

The rate of eradication of these lan- 
guages, and often the people who spoke 
them, is equally astounding. Sixty-five 
percent of California's indigenous lan- 
guages are extinct, with many of the 
remaining spoken by fewer than 10 
people. Only two or three of California's 
indigenous languages are spoken by 
more than 150 people. None are spo- 


ken by children at home. The only 
remaining fluent speaker of Chumash, 
a family of six languages once spoken 
in Southern California, is a professional 
linguist. Overall, about 42 percent of 
the 300 languages indigenous to the 
United States are extinct. Eighty per- 
cent have be- 
come moribund 
since European 
colonization. 

As many as 50 
percent of all ex- 
isting world lan- 
guages are al- 
ready moribund. 
If the status quo 
continues, 90 
percent of all ex- 
isting languages 
could become 
moribund (or ex- 
tinct) within 100 
years. This has 
1 led linguists to 
| classify 95 per- 
» cent of all exist- 
I ing languages as 
| endangered. 

Is the decline 
in biological and 
linguistic diversity a coincidence? One 
obvious causal connection is that in- 
digenous people were subdued/exter- 
minated to exploit the natural resources 
they controlled, and the exploitation 
of those resources led to a parallel de- 
cline of biological diversity. But there is 
also a deeper link hinted at by the close 
correspondence between centers of bio- 
logical and linguistic diversity. There is 
a 64 percent overlap between the 25 
countries with the greatest number of 
endemic vertebrate species and the 25 
countries with the greatest number of 
endemic languages. Twelve of the 19 
high bird diversity countries are also 
high language diversity countries. Sev- 
enteen of the high language diversity 
countries are among the 25 most di- 
verse in flowering plants. Linguistic 
and biological diversity, therefore, are 
not linked by the external threats to 
their survival, but appear to be inter- 
nally related in their distribution. 

The Nature of Diversity 
Anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss 
was among the first European intellec- 
tuals to see a deep connection between 
continued on page 60 
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Pentagon Unveils New 
Crowd-control Weapon 

On March 1, the Pentagon un- 
veiled a new weapon that uses elec- 
tromagnetic waves to dis perse crowds 
without killing, maiming or. accord- 

to military officials, injuring any- 
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surface and triggering the body's de- 
fense reaction: pain. When the subject 
movesoutofthebcam, thepainstops. I 

The weapon is still in the develop- 
ment phase and probably will not be j 
ready for deployment by troops for at 
least five years, Pentagon officialssaid. 

I In its current experimental form, tire I 
weapon looks like the average back- j 
yard satellite dish. The Pentagon en- 
visions a version mounted on the 
back of a Humvee. but officials said 
hand-held or aircraft-mounted ver- 
sions are under consideration as well; J 
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1 Farmer Growing 
I Crops Found Liab: 

A judge, on March 29, ordered a | 
Canadian farmer to pay the biotech- 
nology giant Monsanto thousands of 
■ dollars because the company's genefh ■ 
cally engineered canola plants were 
found growing on his field, appar- 
ently afterpollen from modified plants | 
had blown onto his property' from 
nearby farms. 

The decision in a federal court in 
(tan, is a sig- 
ners who fear 
ley wtjj t>e held liable if pollen from 
neighboring farms blows onto their 
fields, transrm-- l nt ; ■ • 1 

to their crops without their knowl- 
edge or consent 
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The Tyranny of 
Structurelessness 
and 

Earth First! 



by Leith Kahl 

I have noticed a considerable amount of discussion 
taking place recently concerning the state, nature, pur- 
pose, relevance, and most of all, future of Earth First!. The 
younger generation of EFIers is pulling in a decidedly pro- 
alliance, multi-issue and social justice-oriented direction, 
while many older EFIers are voicing concerns that this 
will cause EF! to lose its radical, biocentric, green edge and 
be dispersed into the larger soup of left-of-center direct 
actionism. Some are calling for more action in the streets 
and some for more action in the woods. Some are expressing 
visions of a new and revital- 
ized EF! for the next mil- 
lennium, and some are say- 
ing that EF! has run its 
course and has no reason 
to continue to exist. 

It is natural and desir- 
able that such discussion 
should abound at this 
time. Both EF!, and the 
rest of society around it, 
is at a critical historical 
juncture. Our most fa- 
mous, romantic and fa- 
vorite tactics are old, and 
therefore not as sensa- 
tional and effective as 
theyusedtobe. Newinno- 
vations are appearing, but 
the planet as we know it 
doesn't seem any closer 
to being saved. Moreover, EF! has been forced to realize 
since the battle of Seattle that it is just one tiny puzzle 
piece in a much larger movement against corporate 
tyranny — locally, nationally and globally. EFIers had long 
taken pride in calling EF! "a movement" in and of itself. 
For a loose affiliation of ephemeral and semi-nomadic 
friendship groups and one shoestring publication with 
2,500 subscribers to have suddenly experienced what a 
"movement" actually looks like has been somewhat so- 
bering. 

In the light of this discussion at this particular point in our 
story, I would like to bring an essay to our most scrutinous 
attention. It is "The Tyranny of Structurelessness" by Jo 
Freeman. Written in 1970 as an internal critique of the 


women's liberation movement in the US at that time, it was first 
brought to my attention by a Seattle longshoreman. I believe 
that its insights can be applied almost point for point to the 
current dilemmas of EF!. 

Freeman's introductory identification of formal and informal 
structures mirrors EF!: "Contrary to what we would like to 
believe, there is no such thing as a 'structureless' group," she 
says, "...To strive for a 'structureless' group is as useful, and as 
deceptive, as to aim at an 'objective' news story, 'value-free' 
social science or a 'free' economy. A 'laissez-faire' group is about 
as realistic as a 'laissez-faire' society. " All groups have a structure; 
there are simply some with intentional structures and some 

with unintentional ones. EF! 
formations of both varieties 
abound on a local level. Na- 
tionally, our only intentional 
structures are the Journal col- 
lective and the stewardship 
of the Direct Action Fund. 

Freeman's analysis of un- 
intentional elite's and the 
"star system" also parallels 
the current state of EF!: 
"While it has consciously not 
chosen spokespeople, the 
movement has thrown up 
many women who have 
caught the public eye for 
varying reasons. These 
women represent no particu- 
lar group or established opin- 
ion; they know this and usu- 
ally say so. But because there 
are neither official spokespeople nor any decision-making body 
the press can interview when it wants to know the movement's 
position on a subject, these women are perceived as 
the spokespeople. Thus, whether they want to or not, whether 
the movement likes it or not, women of public note are put in 
the role of spokespeople by default. This is one source of 
the tie that is often felt towards the women who are labeled 
'stars.' Because they were not selected by women in the move- 
ment to represent the movement's views, they are resented 
when the press presumes they speak for the movement. . . Thus 
the backlash of the 'star' system, in effect, encourages the very 
kind of individual non-responsibility that the movement 
condemns. By purging the sister as a 'star' the movement loses 
whatever control it may have had over the person, 



Page 34 Earth First! Beltane 2001 



who becomes free to commit all of the individualistic sins of 
which she has been accused." 

Although we often make some effort to choose public 
spokespeople for specific actions, we do not always do so, 
and when we do, those people are often left on their own 


When a local EF! group has an action project afoot, 
the people in it tend to work past their differences 
together and accept one another's personality quirks 
for the sake of the goal at hand. When an EF! group 
cannot commit itself to a unifying project, it becomes 
most prone to infighting and personal power games. "On 
a local level most groups can operate autonomously, but 
only the groups that can organize a national activity are 
nationally organized groups." EF! as it is currently 
structured (and yes, we do have a structure whether 
you like it or not) is not capable of mounting a cam- 
paign on anything but a local level. We have national 
and international contact information, and we can 
read about, visit, donate supplies to and otherwise indi- 
vidually assist one another's local campaigns in whatever 
country and bioregion they are taking place. As an 
international network of groups, it's a shame EF! can't 
organize on a coordinated international level. 

We are living in a period in which EF! is increasingly 
being called upon to step forward in conjunction with 
older, larger, more established, and in some ways, more 
experienced forces. I am not just referring to the Alliance 
for Sustainable Jobs and the Environment or the United 
Steelworkers of America. Likewise, if you walk into a 
blue-collar bar in Tacoma, Washington, and mention the 
Sierra Club you are likely to be met with grumbles and 
epithets about clueless liberal yuppies. But mention Earth 
First!, and it is not unlikely that someone will say "Oh 
Yeah, those freaks are alright! Hey, were you in town when 
one of them dangled off that crane with the banner about 
the Steelworkers? And then there was that one guy from 
Earth First! who went in and spied on the Aluminum plant 
for the Union. Yeah, they're pretty neat!" 

The president of International Longshore and Ware- 
house-workers' Union (ILWU) Local 23 in Tacoma was 


when it comes to defining the scope and longevity of their quoted in The Dispatcher (his union's paper) saying, "Our 
duty to represent the alliance with the en- 

movement to the gen- .. . . vironmentalists 

eral public. Where we All eTOUDS have 3 Structure: there are scares the hell out of 
don't choose C* I t , i the employers." Just 

spokespeople, and of- simplu some with intentional structures to put that into per- 

ten even where we do, S ^ , I , , | spective, the ILWU is 

the media is more than and some with unintentional ones. a union that I saw 


happy to choose them 
for us. The result is that 

a system of involuntary "stars" is developed in which the 
people who speak for us cannot be sure of their preroga- 
tives or the extent to which they are empowered to speak 
for EF!. When they say things that displease some of us, 
it often results in the accusatory backlash that Freeman 
writes about. The movement ultimately loses whatever 
democratic control it might have had over the conduct 


honor a picket line 
put up by environ- 
mentalists in the Port of Seattle in March 2000, by refusing 
to unload a shipment of toxic PCBs that might otherwise 
have been dumped into the local groundwater. The union 
then went on to pass a resolution at its next convention 
stating that they would not move any such toxic waste in 
the future, regardless of whether a picket line was in effect 
or not. The ILWU also shut down shipping in all West Coast 


of the accidental star. 

Freeman’s examination of the phenomenon of political 
impotence focuses on the issues of infighting and local vs. 
national organizing. This is probably the part of her essay 
that is most applicable to EF!: "When a group is involved in 
a task, people learn to get along with others as they are for 
the sake of the larger goals. There are limits placed on the 
compulsion to remold every person into our image of what 
they should be." 


Ports from San Diego to Alaska during the battle of Seattle, 
and did the same thing three times to protest scheduled 
execution dates for Mumia Abu-Jamal, stuff that most 
EF!ers can only fantasize about doing. 

It is not surprising that EF! should have arrived at these 
political realities. We are a cutting edge political force made 
up of more working-class people than we acknowledge. For 
all the guilt-ridden rhetoric about being too privileged and 

continued on page 61 
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by David Teague 


This article originally appeared in 
the May-June 1991 issue of the Earth 
First! Journal. 

Cow shit, and lots of it. On 
Thursday, March 28, 1991, three 
EF! operatives cleverly disguised 
as ill-smelling, drunken, under- 
equipped campers observed what ap- 
peared to be moo-cows relieving them- 
selves on the Santa Elena Canyon road 
in Big Bend National Park. The three 
Earth Firstiers, on leave from their du- 
ties at the University of Virginia Earth 
First!, know that these were in fact not 
bovines, because cows are not allowed 
inside the park. They figured this was 
just a desert mirage, complicated by 
dirty Land Cruiser windows. Cows, you 
see, have a knack for destroying fragile, 
pristine desert ecosystems by eating up 
all the plants, pissing in the water 
and cutting trails all over easily- 
eroded hillsides, and so are not wel- 
come in desert preserves. 

After cleaning the windows of their 
car with the backwash of several 
Hamm's beer cans they happened to 
find on the floorboard, the three 
were able to ascertain that these were 
indeed cattle. They had pointy horns 
and said "Moo!" when hit in the 
head with rocks. Erik, David and 
James, as the three campers called 
themselves, then proceeded to chase 
the cows through the creosote bushes 
(for these were the only plants left in 
that part of the park) in an effort to give 
them heat stroke or to cause them to run 
off a cliff. But neither thing happened. 
So the Earth Firstiers drank tequila and 
plotted to fill the cows and the Park 
Service with hot lead the next day. 

Instead of doing that, though, they 
just went to the Park Headquarters to 
asksome hard questions. "Whythefuck 
are there cattle on our desert out there?" 
they asked the Rangers while offering as 
evidence two brown and crumbly cow 
patties and one soft green one. 

The Rangers explained, "Get that shit 
off our desk." 

The Earth Firstiers said "Can we please 
see a naturalist capable of explaining 
why we found fecal matter like this over 
a ten-mile stretch of the damn park?" 

The Rangers said, "Well, which 
naturalist would you like to see?" and 
Erik, James and David said, "The 
goddamned doo-doo naturalist, 
which one did you think, you stupid 
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lazy-assed, park-killing, job-falling- 
down-on, cattle-ignoring, kickback- 
from-rancher-taking slimy sacks of 
turds." Then the EFiers were put out 
of doors along with their cardboard 
box full of cowshit. 

Later, Ranger Smith came out there 
and told them a few things. It was sort of 
like question and answer time. Here is 
how it went: 

EFiers: Why are there at least 30 
cows in the park? And why do they 
appear to have been here for years? 
And how have they managed to cut 



Erik submits evidence of cow infestation in Big Bend. 


hundreds of trails and leave tons of 
cow shit around here without your 
noticing them? And why do they have 
a brand that looks like this? 

And why... 

RS: Whoa there, you stinking, drunken 
bums, let me get a word or two in edge- 
wise. Now we have noticed those cows 
around here. In fact, there's one cute little 
blonde and red one I've had my eye on. 
But they will just have to stay around here. 
There is not enough money in our $3- 
million budget to get rid of them. Up until 
about six months ago, the USDA had a 
man in the park who rounded them up, 
put them on a truck and took them to 
Presidio where their owners paid a fine to 
get them back. But now the guy has quit 
his job, and the cows stay. 

EFiers: Well, he was doing a pretty 
sorry job to begin with if he has only 
been gone six months. Those cows have 
been here for years to judge by the 
system of trails they have trompled out 
for themselves, not to mention the 


amazing abundance of cow pat- 
ties all over the Rio Grande bot- 
tom. What the hell do you have 
to say to that? 

RS: Well, actually maybe he 
didn't do such a good job. But 
so what? It's pretty hard to keep 
cows out of here what with all 
that unguarded border between Big 
Bend and Mexico. It's just not fair to 
expect us to spend all our time keeping 
a bunch of illegal alien cows out of the 
park, especially when the whole Border 
Patrol can't even keep illegal alien people 
out. It's just too hard, and it costs too 
much money and the budget is tight 
and we have all those parking lots to 
pave for RVs to park on and oh, my... 
(Here the transcript shows a series of 
deep sobs followed by moans and 
vaguely coherent blubbers involving 
various unsavory acts of love com- 
mitted upon barnyard animals). 

EFiers: Stop crying and get your 
hands out of your pants, Ranger 
Smith. If you can't afford to get rid 
of them, then why don't you just 
shoot them? Bullets are pretty 
cheap, the cows are clearly trespass- 
ing and once you shoot 10 or 20 it's 
pretty likely that their owners will 
take more care to keep them where 
they are supposed to be. Or haven't 
you thought of that, you stupidly 
complicit advocate of the destruc- 
tion of the desert ecosystem? 

RS: Actually, we've thought of that. 
In fact, I suggested it myself, personally, 
to the Park Director while I was massag- 
ing his buttocks a while back. But in 
light of our country's present interest in 
keeping relationships with Mexico 
friendly and warm, we just can't shoot 
Mexican cows right now. 

EFiers: So in order to keep alive our 
national chances of appropriating the 
country of Mexico and its natural re- 
sources wholesale, we've got to keep a 
bunch of Mexican ranchers happy by 
allowing their cows to destroy the last 
best Chihuahuan desert in the world? 
To keep George Bush and his shiny 
dome-head on the path to imperialist 
glory we've got to camp in cow shit 
when we escape to the wilderness? Fuck 
that, we're going out to shoot some 
cows ourselves... 

To find out what happened, you can 
order the back issue for $4 or an almost 
complete set for $400 (that's all 20 
years, folks). 




BY JlMBO UNABRIDGER 
Wyoming allegedly derives its 
name (as the white invaders 
dubbed it) from the Wyoming Val- 
ley in Pennsylvania; the name is 
reportedly a corruption of a Native 
word or phrase translating loosely 
as "large plains." For many gen- 
erations it was home to Indigenous 
Peoples such as the Shoshone, 
Arapahoe, Bannock, Assiniboine, 
Gros Ventre, Crow, Cheyenne, 
Arikara, Blackfeet, and Mandan. 
The Wyoming Territory was the 
first place in the u.s. to 
grant suffrage to 
womyn. Wyoming was 
appropriated as a state 
by the u.s. government 
on July 10, 1890. In 1924 
Nellie Gardner was 
elected governor of 
Wyoming — the first 
womyn to hold a guber- 
natorial office in the u.s. 

Next to Alaska, Wyo- 
ming has the altogether 
exquisite distinction of 
being the state least 
populated by homo sa- 
piens. In areal coverage it is the 9th 
largest state, and it contains some 
of the last, wildest, most rugged 
country remaining in the lower 48- 
including Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton Parks as well as Devil's 
Tower and the Red Desert. And 
Wyoming is far from being just a 
"large plain" (I wonder if those 
invaders chose Interstate 80 as their 
travel route...). In fact, some of the 
most impressive mountain ranges 
in the lower half of the Rocky Moun- 


tain Chain reside in the western 
part of the state — with their atten- 
dant snow-capped peaks, glaciers, 
idyllic valleys, ancient granite can- 
yons, alpine meadows and forests, 
geothermal features, and verdant 
riparian zones. 

Wyoming has always been home 
to rugged individualists and hard- 
working communities — and this 
distinction includes humans as 
well. It was here that a collection of 
unique and hard-edged pre- Apoca- 
lypse warriors came together to face 


down a terrifying and relentless 
global threat: the wanton destruc- 
tion of all that is wild, beautiful, 
and free at the hands of greed- 
crazed humans. With biocentrism 
at the core of their philosophy and 
the (then-living) late, great Ed- 
ward Abbey as a primary source 
of their inspiration, these forward- 
thinking individuals understood 
that the environmental movement 
was failing, that traditional av- 
enues for effecting conservation 


were corrupted, current environ- 
mental organizations were wa- 
tered down and top-heavy, and 
that the time had come to up the 
ante in defending wild country 
from corporate capitalist pillage. 
At the end of the 1970s Earth First! 
was conceived in the Pinacate 
Mountains of northern Mexico and 
was born (or hatched) in the high 
valleys of the Greater Teton- 
Yellowstone Ecosystem. The rest, 
as they say, is history. 

They didn't have an easy time of 
it. The vast majority of 
Americans couldn't tell 
you where Wyoming is 
to save their own lives 
("Wyoming? What 
state is that in?" would 
be a common response 
■g. to such a question). The 
s- Beast, on the other 
hand, is very knowl- 
I- edgeable about 
Wyoming's attributes- 
| and has been for a very 
long time. The condi- 
tion of the Native 
Peoples there today is 
probably the most obvious (and 
poignant) example of just how 
well-informed Wall Street is about 
Wyoming. ..So those early eco-war- 
riors were not at all well-received 
by money-making interests who 
had been carpet-bagging their way 
around the region for well over a 
century. Some of the finest wild 
country left on Earth was and is 
being commodified and des- 
ecrated by large outside industries 
that include roadbuilding, log 
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ging, mining, cattle-grazing, drill- menttakethistimetosimultaneonsly to the south.. .let it do so without 
ing, nukes, gentrification, urban glance back and peer forward, to you. Stay left, onto the Little Greys 
sprawl, and motorized "eco"-tour- look outward and inward. Where River Road, and follow it further 
ism. Along with ecological devas- have we been, where are we now- east along the Little Greys River 
tation, the subsequent economic and where do we go from here? for about 12 miles. Watch for the 
stratification becomes more Wyoming still is what America signs... 

starkly obvious with each passing was.. .let's keep it that way! We ask $15-$50 donation requested, 
year, and — with the northward that all who come honour the fol- Teewinot EF! 

migration into the state of dis- lowing principles: Box 1588 

placed Native and Latino/Latina 1.) An undying love for Wilder- Wilson, WY 83014 

families desperately seeking em- ness and biodiversity; For questions, comments, etc. 

ployment — this stratification is 2.) A commitment to the defense (RRR-specific only, please): 
also becoming increasingly colour- of Wilderness and biodiversity; seymourlabya@hotmail.com 
coded. Some residents of Wyo- 3.) A commitment to non-vio- "Teewinot," incidentally, is the 
ming aren't noted for any toler- lence; name the Indigenous Ones gave 

ance whatsoever for diversity of 4.) Respect for sociocultural di- to the Teton Mountains of far west- 
any kind — biological or social. Our versify within the movement that ern Wyoming: the "Hoary-Headed 
intrepid founders learned this defends Wilderness and Fathers." 

quickly during the early 1980s; biodiversity. ABBEY LIVES!!! So does 

Matthew Shephard learned this in RRR 2001 will be, among many Hayduke 

the late 1990s when he was sav- other things, a linking of our 
agely beaten to death and strung past with a new beginning 
up on a fence for his sexual orien- for the future; a reunion of 
tation. As far as some people (in yesterday's heroes with 
Wyoming and elsewhere) are con- today's warriors and an in- 
cerned, Wyoming's wildlands are spiration for tomorrow's. We 
valuable only for economic exploi- look forward to seeing you! 
tation, Wyoming's wildlife valu- 
able only as "livestock" or wall DATES: July 7-16, 2001 
trophies, and Wyoming's people LOCATION: McCain 
fit only as servants and industrial Meadows, adjacent to the 
cannonf odder — all for the sake of Little Greys River, in the west- 
this anthropocentric money-mak- em foothills of the Wyoming 
ing machine that is known so eu- Mountain Range; east of the 
phemistically as the "global town ofAlpine, Wyoming (on 
economy." the Snake River) in the far 

And to that we say "BULLSHIT!" west-central part of the state. 

We are Teewinot Earth First!, and Take U.S. Highway 89 to 
the Greater Teton-Yellowstone Eco- the town of Alpine, on the 
system is our home. We will not Snake River in far western 
stand by and watch some of the last, Wyoming... as a matter of 
best wildlands on earth be chewed fact, spend as much of your 
up, sucked dry, spat out, and subdi- journey on this highway as 
vided for some greedhead possible: from Montana to 
oligarchy's self-serving agenda. And Arizona, it passes through 
we invite you all to be here for the some of the most beautiful 
21st annual Round River Rendez- lands in the Lower 48. From 
vous: the Wild Wyoming New Mil- Alpine, take the Greys River 
lennium Rendezvous. All of you: Road east along the Greys 
those old, not-so-old, not-so new. River for about 8.5 miles or 
and new to (or curious about) wil- so. There the road forks: the 
demess defense and revolutionary Greys River Road forks right 
ecology are invited. Let us as a move- and follows the Greys River 
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Gettin On in the W’ 

4 

by Strider Longshanks 

The RRR site lies adjacent to the Little Greys River: a 
world-class trout-fishing stream. At about 7000' in el- 
evation, the site is located in the foothills of the rugged 
Wyoming Mountains, not far to the southwest of the 
Gros Ventre Wilderness Area. Expect warm to hot days 
and cool nights with the ever-present possibility of 
afternoon and evening thunderstorms (which can be 
quite severe). Early mornings can be quite chilly. It can 
snow any month of the year in western Wyoming, and 
when it snows during the warm season it's always 
windy and raw. Go easy on yourself; come early and 
stay late: Adapt yourself to the elevation and climate 
while helping out and exploring the area. Bring your hat, 
sunshades, lip balm, and sunscreen. Drink much water, 
and pace your alcohol intake. And don't forget to eat! 
Bug dope of some sort may also be desirable: There are 
biting flies in the afternoons (and they can be obnox- 
ious!), and mosquitoes in the evenings and early morn- 
ings. The site terrain is relatively mellow, but the sur- 
rounding mountains are quite rugged. The area the site 
resides in is frequented by cows, cowboys, and recre- 
ation buffs. Don't drink or wash dishes with surface 
water without boiling it first for at least 15 minutes. 
There is a spring immediately off the access road very 
near to the site, providing some of the best drinking 
water on the planet. 

Opportunities for mountain bicycling, fishing, swim- 
ming, rafting, kayaking, hang-gliding, rock/ mountain- 
climbing, rappelling, hiking, backpacking, and horse- 
back riding abound, both in the immediate area as well 
as throughout the region. Bring your backcountry toys! 
Backcountry skiing and snowboarding may very well 
still be an option in some areas, even in mid-July. Note: 
while the RRR-2001 committee has absolutely no plans 
to sign any land-use permits or pay any land-use fees, 
it is asked that individuals do purchase the proper 
recreation licenses and adhere to attendant regula- 
tions (e.g., fishing licenses and associated creel limits). 
The Greater T eton- Y ello wstone Ecosystem is hammered 
with recreational tourism as it is; poaching only exacer- 
bates these impacts while alienating existing and poten- 
tial allies and supporters in the local human communi- 
ties. Besides that, getting caught sucks: the badges do not 
take kindly to poachers. 

There are places to swim and sunbathe close at hand. 
It is recommended that each person bring a plastic 
whistle or something similar and carry it with them at all 
times: instant communications "down the line" should 



unfriendly eyes come a-snoopin' or unwanted hands a- 
gropin' (recall, for instance, the behaviour of the freddie- 
kops in Katuah last year regarding people's oh-so- 
beautiful bodies down by the riverside...). There are a 
number of hot springs (developed and undeveloped) 
within driving distance of the site. 

A dog camp will be established at the RRR site; we ask 
that people keep their dogs close at hand and under 
supervision at all times. This is to protect wildlife, hu- 
mans, and dogs from tragic encounters: There are bears, 
coyotes, wolverines, badgers, porcupines, skunks, and 
some rather LARGE wild kitty-cats around.... 

There will be a committee kitchen. And while the 
RRR-2001 committee will not be underscoring it, there 
will no doubt be a communal kitchen supported by a 
cooperative effort on the part of RRR attendees who use 
the communal kitchen. The RRR-2001 committee invites 
anyone interested to underscore a roadkill kitchen: wild 
game and fish are a traditional source of sustenance in 
Wyoming and the surrounding region. It is requested 
however that attendees refrain as diligently as possible 
from purchasing store-bought animal products when 
coming to the RRR (unless it is locally-produced or- 
ganic/free-range). It is also suggested that attendees 
minimize to the best of their abilities their dependence 
upon store-bought libations. Hear that, all you home- 
brewers /distillers /wine-makers? We learned a valu- 
able lesson to that end from the Katuahans last year at 
Frog Level in Tennessee. Of course, it NEVER hurts to 
solicit donations from micro-outfits and 
distributors... And this doesn't mean some pc lifestyle 
nazi will accost you should you show up with a 6-pack 
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of Sam Adams or a block of BGH 
cheese from the supermarket, but it is 
meant to provoke reflection regarding 
ourpersonalconsumptivehabitsasrevo- jm' 1 h 

lutionary ecologists. 

And let's have some awesome work- 
shops and seminars! Plans are afoot al- J 

ready for such diverse topics as nonvio- !r 

lence philosophy and training, direct | j 

action/protest, video activism, J Uj 

permaculture, organic farming, [ jlj 

backcountry recreation, forest-watch / [Jf 

monitoring and bio-surveying, guerrilla / [j 

communications, wilderness survival, [ [jf 

health/healing, wildcrafting, arts /crafts, 
music and poetry, guerrilla theater /ban- 
ner-making, radikal cheerleading, media and outreach, 
education, children's activities, kidz liberation/ 
unschooling/anarchist child-raising...the list goes on. 
How about an EF! Olympics!?! More for self-empower- 
ing enjoyment than competition, of course... 

And ready yourselves for opportunities for multiple 
actions!!! 

Things to bring: children, friends/ relatives, camping 
gear,backcountry recreation gear (non-motorized), cook- 
stoves, clothing for hot/ dry, cool/dry, and cold/ wet 
weather; bug repellant, sunscreen, hat, sunshades, ideas. 


large heavy-duty plastic sheets and can- 
XT~'\ vas; loud communicators (air horns, 
I / bells, whistles) ; communications / scan- 
hung equipment; camp, car, and fire 
JB /Jitt& r ' — tools; chainsaws and fuels, power-drills, 

WJfS sanding machines (battery-operated), 

28 ®^ and staple guns; large kitchen stoves, 

Bpk campfire grills, and cookware (large); 

? rope/ twine /bungee cords (old climb- 

ing ropes are ideal) ; first aid / medicines 
and herbs (and related skills); food, 
beer, and other libations (especially 
homemade, donated, and organic 
^9 ones); carts, hand trucks, and moun- 
tain bicycles; lanterns and candles, large 
plastic bags, empty spray bottles, solar 
showers, camp soap, large sheets for banners, talent, 
coolers and hanging baskets/bags, tables and chairs, 
haybales, water containers, waterproofing materials, 
revolutionary spirit, backcountry toys, clothing/ 
weather-protection/ footgear, latex and sex toys, how- 
to guides, more twisted smiles... 

Label the things you loan to the collective so we can 
give them back to you! 

If anybody has any good photos of Barry Clausen, 
please contact us ASAP at the aforementioned email 
address! 


food, open minds, whistles, medicines / personal effects, 
skills, rope/twine, tarps; wisdom, musical instruments 
and songs, poems and stories, off-beat humour; lanterns 
and candles/flashlights; camp and fire tools, trashbags, 
solar showers; coolers and hanging baskets /bags (let's 
keep food covered and/or off the ground as much as 
possible); hare-brained schemes, 2 or more pairs of 
shoes /boots, full gasoline cans, water containers; cam- 
eras (video and 35mm), mini-cassette recorders, twisted 
smiles, a stash of butt-wipe, a mutant or 2 ... 

What not to bring: classism, sexism, racism, ageism, 
fascism, homophobia, xenophobia, intolerance, inconti- 
nence, weapons, explosives, motorized recreation ma- 
chines, hard drugs, bullshit attitudes, an inflated sense 
of entitlement, power/ ego trips, permits, parasites, hi- 
erarchy/ authoritarianism, James Watt, brucellosis, cor- 
porate or government spooks; slackers, thieves, soul- 
suckers, or other human predators (hear that, John 
Glass?), pine beetles, nuclear waste, posers 
(snowboarders are ok), drilling rigs, cows, carelessness, 
disrespect. 

Things to donate or loan to RRR-2001: lumber, tools, 
and carpentry skills; batteries (AAA, AA, C, D, 9-volt, 
automobile, marine / golfcart, rechargeable) and recharg- 
ers, solar panels; cameras (video and 35mm) and mini- 
cassette recorders; laptop computers, larger tents, tarps/ 


A Note From One of the Boys.«. 

by Mike Roselle 

If I recall correctly, the first RRR was at Owl 
Creek up in the Absaroka Mountains in North- 
west Wyoming. It was being planned well before 
EF! was thought of, but it is where we found the 
first recruits. The next year it was in Moab, where 
we decided to publish the Journal. The next year it 
was in Little Granite Creek, in the Gros Ventre 
Mountains of Wyoming. In a way that was the first 
RRR, because it was the first one that would look 
and feel like a "normal" RRR. It was the first time 
we had a stage, were focused on a specific fight, 
and it led to the Outside article that basically 
defined us for the next ten years or so. The follow- 
ing RRR was Bald Mountain, an issue that defined 
us forever. So it's just like evolution: who can 
pinpoint the exact moment a bear became a seal? 
So fuck chronology, and let's celebrate our 20-year 
reunion in Wyoming, where the Journal was first 
mailed from, where 3/5ths of the founders lived, 
and where we won our first big victory in the Gros 
Ventre Mountains! 
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Some Ins and Outs to Better \our Stay 



by Dr. Sardonicus 
Do the bulk of your 
shopping in places like 
Cheyenne, Sheridan, 

Gillette, Casper, 

Lander, and Evanston 
(Wyoming); Idaho Falls, 

Pocatello, and Blackfoot 
(Idaho); or Bozeman, 

MT. Fred Meyer's mar- 
kets are a regional chain 
that carries a large se- 
lection that includes ve- 
gan and organic prod- 
ucts. Generally the 
closer you get to the 
Teton-Yellowstone area 
the more expensive any 
provisions become. 

With one notable excep- 
tion, do NOT shop in or 
near the town of Jackson — unless 
you enjoy being stuck up at the 
cash register: corporate outfits like 
Albertsons and K-mart have sys- 
tematically driven locally-owned 
businesses in Jackson Flole right 
into the past, and the cost of living 
there has skyrocketed. Note: 
"hyperboycotting" in these places 
is, while tempting, pragmatically 
discouraged. The aforementioned 
Albertson's, for instance, is basi- 
cally a high-security fortress dis- 
guised as a bourgie gingerbread 
palace. You are very likely to be 
caught, and would no doubt be 
prosecuted if caught (the Hansel 
and Gretel Effect... don't get ar- 
rested for stupidity!). There is an 
awesome 2nd-hand thrift store in 
downtown Jackson called Browse- 
&-Buy. Associated with a local 
church, they offer incredible deals 
on, well, just about everything you 
can think of, depending upon 
which day or days you choose to 
peruse the place. All the money 
they raise goes to social charity 


(hopefully not anti-reproductive- 
rights efforts). If there is any place 
in Jackson worth shopping, 
Browse-&-Buy is it. If you find 
something there you like, please 
pay for it... Jackson Hole is full of 
restaurants — but they ain't cheap ! 
There is some consumer-supply 
infrastructure (like a reasonably 
complete supermarket, liquor 
stores, hardware stores, and auto 
shops) in the town of Afton (about 
20 miles south of Alpine), but it 
may not be easy to find tofu, den- 
tal dams, or eco-flavoured ass- 
wipe. Alpine itself has a general 
store, 2 or 3 gas-station/conve- 
nience stores, a few cafes, a pizza 
joint, and the Bull Moose Saloon/ 
Liquor Store. 

Take a respectful approach with 
everyone you meet: There is noth- 
ing to gain by alienating anybody 
through bad attitudes, shitty social 
skills, preconceived notions, or mis- 
understandings. This isn't the big 
city. In all of our endeavours, let 
savvy and sophistication permeate 


our strategy and tactics. While not 
everyone in an RV, an ATV, cow- 
boy boots, freddie uniform, tie-dye, 
3-piece suit/ tie, police badge, or 
biker leathers is our friend; not 
every one of them is our enemy, 
either.. .judge not — lest thou make 
an ass of thyself (& the rest of us). 

Hitchhiking is illegal in Wyo- 
ming; what happens to you if 
caught can be good or bad — de- 
pending upon which cop sees you 
alongside the road. Rides are usu- 
ally quite easy to get, however, par- 
ticularly around the Greater T eton- 
Yellowstone area. 

Freight trains! The freight lines 
pass through such places as Cody, 
Casper, and Rock Springs, WY as 
well as Pocatello and Idaho Falls, 
ID and Bozeman and Livingston, 
MT. These are the closest points to 
Alpine. While one can ride the 
trains to within a few hours' drive, 
the rail lines don't come into the 
immediate area of the RRR site. 

babylon.com WILL FALL... 
GAIA WILL PREVAIL!!! 
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Wyoming: Oil and Gas Sacrifice Zone or Wild Wild West? 


by Phil Knight, Native Forest Net- 
work Last Refuge Campaign 

Nowhere in the lower 48 is the 
controversy hotter over oil and gas 
development than in the sparely- 
populated, quintessentially west- 
ern state of Wyoming. The Bush 
administration, backed by western 
Senators, is clamoring to throw 
public lands wide open once again 
to full-scale oil and gas develop- 
ment. Realizing he will have a tough 
fight on his hands to open the Arc- 
tic National Wildlife Refuge to drill- 
ing, Bush is poised to offer an evil 
trade-off: Save ANWR but open 
other controversial western lands — 
such as northwestern Wyoming-to 
exploitation. 

Wyoming is a land of spectacular 
natural areas such as the Wind 
River Mountain Range, Red Desert, 
Washakie Wilderness, Green River 
Basin, Hoback Basin and the Teton 
Mountain Range. But Wyoming is 
under assault by oil and gas com- 
panies intent on exploiting hyste- 
ria over a looming "energy crisis" 
and in cashing in on public re- 
sources. Despite the fact that less 
than one percent of the nation's oil 
and gas production comes from 
national forest lands, there is great 
pressure to drill on remote public 
lands. "You can't have Wyoming 
be a pristine, untouched area and 
still be a major natural gas pro- 
ducer," said Russell L. Kirlin, the 
regional manager for Questar, a 
natural gas company. "You have to 
decide what you want." 

Wyoming is soon to outpace 
Texas as the country's leading pro- 
ducer of natural gas. Because natu- 
ral gas prices have doubled or 
tripled in many parts of the United 
States, BP Amoco has begun its 
largest exploration project in the 
lower 48 states in the Wamsutter 
area, where it operates 475 wells. It 
plans to drill 120 natural gas wells 

BLANK WALL Earth First! Beltane 2001 


this year and then 200 wells each 
year through 2004. 

The Green River Basin 

The Green River Basin of south- 
west Wyoming is also under as- 
sault for natural gas. A dense web 
of powerlines, pipelines, waste pits 
and roads could eventually cover a 
huge portion of the Green River 
Basin south of Pinedale, Wyoming, 
if the BLM proceeds with its plan to 
increase oil and gas development 
in the area. Energy companies want 
to pierce the western flanks of the 
Wind River Range with as many as 
900 new natural gas wells on al- 
most 200,000 acres. 

By approving such large scale 
development, the BLM is perpetu- 
ating Wyoming's history of boom 
and bust. In its recently-released 
Draft Environmental Impact State- 
ment on the Pinedale Anticline Oil 
and Gas Exploration and Develop- 
ment Project, the BLM admits that 
the project will have significant im- 
pacts on water and air quality and 
wildlife populations. According to 
the DEIS, "No technically or eco- 
nomically feasible level of mitiga- 
tion can be applied in these areas to 
minimize the severity of 
impacts.. .The only way to eliminate 
these impacts would be to take the 
lease rights granted to the lessee...." 

Historically, pronghorn, elk, bi- 
son, and deer migrated through 
the Pinedale area between summer 
ranges within the Greater Teton- 
Yellowstone Ecosystem and win- 
ter ranges in the Green River Basin. 
The pronghorn migration through 
western Wyoming is the longest of 
any ungulate in North America 
save the caribou in Alaska. 

Please ask the BLM to: discon- 
tinue new leasing and lapse expir- 
ing leases in Green River Basin; 
require that pad drilling be used 
and production facilities be cen- 
tralized to minimize the cumula- 


tive effects of industrialization; 
limit well density to no more than 
one well per square mile; limit de- 
velopment and travel in the project 
area during critical wintering peri- 
ods for deer and pronghorn; dur- 
ing the spring, require stipulations 
to protect breeding and nesting 
areas of sage grouse and birds of 
prey; require that operators fund 
wildlife monitoring studies for the 
duration of the project. 

Send or email your comments to 
the BLM: 

• Bill McMahan, Project Manager 
280 Highway 191 North 
Rock Springs, WY 82901 
bill_mcmahan@blm.gov 
•TomFry, BLM Director Pinedale 
Anticline DEIS 
1849 C Street NW LSB-204 
Washington, DC 20240 
janice_shay@blm.gov 
Governor Demands Develop- 
ment of Bridger-Teton 
Wyoming Governor Jim Geringer 
is pressuring the Bridger-Teton 
National Forest (B-T) to open 
370,000 acres for oil and gas devel- 
opment. The B-T, in northwest 
Wyoming, is currently protected 
from this abuse, and includes key 
wildlife habitat and watersheds 
adjacent to Wilderness areas in the 
Greater Teton-Yellowstone Ecosys- 
tem. In December 2000, Forest Su- 
pervisor Knif fy Hamilton proposed 
withdrawing these same 370,000 
acres from oil and gas develop- 
ment, following the lead of Gloria 
Flora, former Lewis and Clark Na- 
tional Forest (Montana) Supervi- 
sor, who withdrew 400,000 acres 
on Montana's Rocky Mountain 
Front in 1998. 

Gov. Geringer wrote in a March 
15, 2001 letter to Hamilton "that to 
proceed with your ...preferred al- 
ternative would not be in the best 
interest of our people." The gover- 
nor requested that Hamilton re- 



evaluate and delay her decision to 
keep the affected areas closed to oil 
and gas development. The oil and 
gas industry estimates that about 4 
days of fossil fuels, at current 
American consumption rates, may 
be extracted from this area of the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest. 

"In his zeal to make Wyoming 
the oil waste pit of the West, the 
Governor has lost touch with the 
will of the people," said Meredith 
Taylor of the Wyoming Outdoor 
Council. More than ninety-eight 
percent of the public who com- 
mented support protecting these 
pristine lands from fossil fuel de- 
velopment. Eighty percent of the 
Wyoming citizens at hearings 
across the state opposed drilling 
the B-T. The Teton County Com- 
mission, area businesses, 
recreationists, hunters and anglers 
have all endorsed the Forest Ser- 
vice position to protect this area 
which holds the headwaters of 
three of the nation's major water- 
ways — the Yellowstone, the Green 
and the Snake Rivers. 

Strangely enough. Republican 
Wyoming Senator Craig Thomas 
also supports the Bridger-Teton 
Supervisor's decision to protect 
critical lands on the B-T. In a recent 
letter Senator Thomas wrote, "I cer- 
tainly agree that we must work to 
ensure that the natural beauty of 
the Bridger-Teton National Forest 
is protected. At this time, I believe 
other areas in the state are more 
appropriate for oil and gas explo- 
ration. Clearly, some areas should 
and deserve to be protected-the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest is 
one of those areas." 

"Eighty nine percent of Wyo- 
ming is already open for oil and 
gas leasing. The governor has taken 
an extreme position by advocating 
that remaining roadless areas 
should be drilled as well," said 
Scott Groene of the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition. 


Please write and call Wyoming 
Governor Jim Geringer. Remind 
him who owns the Bridger-Teton: 
Not oil and gas companies or the 
state of Wyoming, but the Ameri- 
can people. 

•Governor Jim Geringer 
State Capitol Building, Room 124 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
(307) 777-7434 

Also contact Kniffy Hamilton, 
and urge her to hold the line against 
drilling on the Bridger-Teton. 
Thank her for her decision to pro- 
tect the land. 

•Kniffy Hamilton 
Supervisor, Bridger-Teton 
PO Box 1888 Jackson WY 83001 
Drilling the Ramshom 
North of the B-T, along the south- 
eastern flank of the rugged high 
country called the Washakie Wil- 
derness, the Shoshone National 
Forest has approved an exploratory 
oil/natural gas well, Scott Well #2, 
under Ramshorn Peak near the 
headwaters of Tappan Creek and 
Brent Creek. The oil and gas indus- 
try has been chomping at the bit to 
get into this area of the Shoshone 
National Forest. The well site will 
sit within crucial habitat for mi- 
grating elk, grizzly bears, grey 
wolves, lynx and other amazing 
and imperiled creatures. This is no 


place for new roads, well pads, drill 
rigs, heavy equipment, pits of pe - 
troleum residue, generators, com- 
pressors, and constant burning of 
gas flares. If the operator, Hudson 
Group, discovers commercial 
quantities of oil or gas, full field 
development will bring more 
roads, pipelines, gas "sweetening" 
plants, dehydrators, condensate 
tanks, power lines, and around the 
clock industrial activity in an area 
known for its abundance and di- 
versity of wildlife and its recre- 
ation opportunities. The Wyoming 
Outdoor Council, Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition, the Sierra 
Club, Native Forest Network and 
many Wyoming citizens have long 
fought the industrialization of this 
extraordinary natural landscape. A 
lawsuit against the well by 
Earthjustice Legal Defense is cur- 
rently pending in federal court, and 
could be resolved any day. 

To get involved, CONTACT: 
•Meredith Taylor, Wyoming 
Outdoor Council, 307-455-2161, 
www.wyomingoutdoorcouncil.org 
•Scott Groene, Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition, 307-734- 
6004, www.greateryellowstone.org 
•Pam Lichtman, Jackson Flole 
Conservation Alliance, 307-733- 
9417 
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Wyoming Bison Face Hunting Threat 


by Festus the Snow-Ranger 

In 1968, 15 bison escaped from a 
fenced 'wildlife park' inside of 
Grand Teton National Park. They 
were allowed to roam free and have 
mixed with migrants from 
Yellowstone National Park and 
grown to a herd of 600 animals. 
The J ackson Hole bison herd spends 
the summer in Grand Teton Park, 
and, since 1975, has moved onto 
the National Elk Refuge just south 
of the park to take advantage of a 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife winter feed- 
ing program. 

This small herd has been targeted 
as a threat to the Elk Refuge and 
Wyoming's lucrative elk-hunting 
industry, and a new plan is in the 
works to limit the bison's popula- 
tion to the current level. The main 
thrust of the plan will be to insti- 
tute a bison hunt on the National 
Elk Refuge. The Wyoming Game 
and Fish departmenthas held small 
hunts on National Forest land ad- 
jacent to the park, but is truly lim- 
ited in its desire to check the growth 
of this herd without a refuge hunt. 

The Elk Refuge and the winter 


feeding program were started by a 
group of local ranchers after a harsh 
winter killed thousands of elk in the 
area. The program now uses trucks 
to dispense bentonite-bound alfalfa 
pellets to over 10,000 elk and 600 
bison throughout the winter. The 
feed keeps the elk herd at an un- 
naturally high number, providing a 
plethora of trophy kills for slob hunt- 
ers that descend on the area in the 
fall. This feed has also helped the 
bison herd to grow at an accelerated 
rate. Bison that would normally 
birth in May are calving as early as 
December on the Elk Refuge. The 
most dangerous side effect of the 
feeding program is the increased 
spread of disease brought about by 
the unnatural clustering of the herds . 

Elk Refuge managers acknowl- 
edge the need to end the feeding 
program, but claim public pressure 
makes it nearly impossible. Local 
ranchers and hunting outfitters 
came to a recent pre-scoping meet- 
ing with buttons that said, "Just Say 
No To Buffalo on the Elk Refuge." 
The short-sighted hunting lobby 
claims that bison are dangerous and 


destructive-in a valley that has been 
ravaged over the last 30 years by 
subdivisions, celebrity ranchettes, 
and monster trophy homes! 

With a new planning process for 
the Jackson Hole bison and elk 
herds, the time is ripe to end the 
feeding program. The fact is that 
bison have inhabited Jackson Hole 
for thousands of years. Cancella- 
tion of the feeding program would 
result in healthier, more naturally 
distributed herds. The removal of 
cattle grazing inside Grand Teton 
Park would also provide more win- 
ter forage for wildlife. Preservation 
of migration corridors to the south 
and east would allow the animals to 
migrate to the lower elevations they 
historically used as winter range. 

The new plan is still in the pre- 
scoping phase, with alternatives for 
a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement to come. Planning meet- 
ings have so far been limited to 
Jackson and Cody, WY. This is a 
national issue, and meetings should 
be held in other regions as well. 
Please write the Jackson Bison and 
Elk Planning Office, PO Box 510 
Jackson, WY 83001, request- 
ing public meetings in other 
locations, an end to the feed- 
ing program, and equal treat- 
ment of the bison and elk on 
the refuge. And make sure you 
check around the Blacktail 
Butte and Kelly areas of Grand 
Teton National Park after the 
RRR for a look at this magnifi- 
cent herd. For more informa- 
tion on Jackson bison or the 
§. Yellowstone bison herd and 
I the struggle to bring them jus- 
tice, contact: 

I- Buffalo Field Campaign 
| PO Box 957 

| West Yellowstone, MT 59798, 
buffalo@wildrockies.org. 
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Dear Ned Ludd 



A How-to Guide to the Sport and Science of SUV Mischief 


Howdy folks, 

Ned here, back after a long hiatus. I stumbled upon this little 
ditty in Slingshot and I was intrigued by the idea of SUV 
tipping. I'd like for Dear Ned Ludd to be an at least semi-regular 
column, so y'all send your submissions about your favorite 
sabbing techniques to Dear Ned Ludd, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 
85702. Wrench for your Mother. Wrench for the beauty of 
nature. Wrench because it feels good. And, of course, don't 
get caught! 



BY P. WlNGNUT 


Flatcats have struck again. 

Somewhere in the East Bay Hills, in a quiet, wealthy neigh- 
borhood very early in the morning when all is still, a pair of 
hands works silently. Suddenly there is a slight hiss, and the 
front tire of a four-ton Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV) goes flat. 
Flyers denouncing fossil fuel use, driving, poor urban plan- 
ning and corporate domination that make SUVs possible 
are carefully placed under windshield wipers. Another 
mission accomplished. 

The art, science and sport of SUV mischief is expanding 
rapidly in many urban areas to combat auto domination, 
although to date these clandestine actions have been completely 
suppressed by mainstream media outlets fearful of encouraging 
greater numbers of participants in this do-it-yourself sport. SUVs 
are a symbolic target, since they are permitted to emit five- 
and-one-half times as much smog-causing pollution per mile 
as cars under federal law. However the real goal is drastically 
reducing everyday dependence on all types of cars, not just 
SUVs. Car-culture must be fought not only to prevent global 
climate change, but because car dependence destroys urban areas, 
crushes opportunities for community and impoverishes the spirit. 

Flatcats deflate SUV tires without destroying the tire or 
tube, aiming, for now, at annoyance rather than property 
destruction. Their website notes that, "We are, however, sorry 
to target individuals in this manner." But the auto culture is 
so firmly entrenched, where to start? Authors of auto-domi- 
nation are many, powerful and disbursed: Corporations of all 
kinds (auto, oil, road building, developers) and governments 
they dominate. 


Following are some tips for becoming a flatcat in 
your neighborhood: 

— Go to an auto parts store and buy a valve core remover. 
These are often fastened to valve caps found in most auto 
parts stores. 

— Attach it to a quarter-inch dowel (found at hobby stores) 
or, for faster action, a cordless screwdriver. Out in the field, 
you remove the valve cap, put the core remover on and turn. 
You don't need to completely remove the core to let all the 
air out. 

— Acting in a tiny group is best, but only with trusted 
friends and with as few as possible, for security. One or two 
lookouts, plus a person on the valve is best. For added 
security, a person at home in case of trouble. The person at 
home doesn't need to know what is planned. 

— If the lookouts spot someone, pick an innocent signal, 
like yelling a common name. Don't yell "cops!" 

— Never talk or brag about actions, or discuss them on the 
phone, inside a building or near strangers. Folks bragging 
may be cops. 

— Wear gloves. Any tools should be free of fingerprints. 

— Make a flyer explaining what is going on. When making 
the flyer, don't use unusual fonts (use Helvetica). Consider 
printing the flyers out at a copy store to make it harder to 
track computer printer models. Never retain originals or 
computer copies of flyers. 

— Dress like you belong where you're doing the action and 
have a normal activity you are engaged in: walking the dog, 
jogging, etc. 

— When finished, don't head toward your home. Go in the 
opposite direction and then turn back after a while. 

— Use a bike for transport. There is no license plate to trace. 

— If caught, don't admit to anything, don't talk, don't 
argue or sloganize, try to get away before cops arrive. If 
caught by cops, say nothing and wait for your lawyer. 

— Create beauty, have fun and don't get caught. 
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.Amed 
with Visions 


Clear as (Z at C^lass 
and 3ust as Dangerous 


Pear Friends : 

Come! here! awake! now! 

Listen! 

to the breaking heart of mother earth. 

-Hear it as grass pushing up through sidewalk cracks, 
As daisies blazing open in the strip mall. 

The white birch bends to you. 

A spider crawls from the corner. 

Ants march across brown tiles. 

River becomes ocean becomes rain 
Roaring down gutters. 

Hear her muted voice. 

Beneath concrete she is crying 
AH things live forever; 

But all things die many too soon. 



-SPRING 


Right here! Right now! 

Only our fear keeps us sleepwalking and deaf. 
Oarth maidens, warriors, poets, priests 
Anise from the warm den of your dreams. 

/SJo time left! 

Her body is ours, our body is hers. 

Let her heartbeat pulse through you 
Overy struggling salmon, every cut redwood, 

Overy plant gone from this earth forever. 

Listen to your own breaking heart. 

Start where you are, no matter how sad: 

Cry, but let fear drop in the terror of destruction. 
Dance down logging roads. 

Plant yourself there beneath a thousand blazing stars 
Cach one another being to save. 

Howl and sing and laugh at the machines 
Like crows chasing hawks from the nest. 

Be fierce as a mother bear; 

Otherwise there will be no world for our children. 

Lone coyote loping along snow vows 
AH beings, one body; we must fight for life. 

— Annie Pille 
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LITTLE RED RIDING 
HOOD IS A LIAR 

(Diamond Lake Ontario) 


I snap upright 
smell of thick dark 
slumber dissolves 
skin tingles 
ears prick 


COMPUTER TANGO 


this computer is an ancient steaming 
swampbed 

the Jagged cry of a pterodactyl 
careening through violent twilight 
extinction in her plastic bones 

this computer stlals power from 
river 

salmon gasp gills shuddering 
always thirsty for the fire in her 
blood 


shimmers apou 
less conquered 
and more myth 
than the moon 
I can only 


black snout pointing 
triangle ears furled 
moonlight bristling 
on rust-gtay fl)f' ;v J 
rocking back on haunches 
cavern mouth 
rib cage contracting 


the devil request music 
shall we dance? 

(give me your knowledge quickly) 


Peggy Sue McRae 


the night 


there is nothing new 
about thiSi; : , 
except 

I am here to know 


it 

wakes me '' 

I move 

through the rite 
of this howl 
emerge holding 
an untouchable 
gift 


AH rights reserved by the authors. 


Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501 

Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 


■David Alba no 
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Dear Shit fer Brains... 


Dear Ed., be really cool if someone 

I have an addendum to the would contact me to consider 
letterinissue21:4signed"Pete ways I could be of use — ad- 
Seeger." In his considerable vantage: I'm already impris- 
wisdom, Pete can't be suggest- oned for the duration so have 
ing the masthead read "Com- no need to worry about pigs, 
promise in Defense of Mother I also do some writing. Two 

Earth." Can he? I am in sym- of my pieces — a "zine" called 
pathytotheneedforpunctur- Decidedly Radical (numerous 
ing pomposity and exposing antiestablishment articles) 
exaggeration too. So here's my and an article on Control Unit 
two cents, for what it's worth. Prisons (history of and critique 
The change of one letter will on) have received kudos, 
make it read "con-promise." Would be happy to turn you 
"No Conpromise in Defense on to them to distribute, sell 
of Mother Earth." Muddying or whatever. Let me know, 
the already troubled waters? I'm hoping that by commu- 
Perhaps. But it holds up as a nicating with y'all about help- 
declaration of opposition to ing out that this will lead to 
"promises" which are "cons" several friendships with radi- 
or con jobs. False promises. A cals — being surrounded by 
promising position. concrete, steel, pigs and 

Signed, snivelin' inmates is getting real 

— Brother Humble old...sofuckin'911!Writeback! 

Again, welcome, and your 
Fellow Radicals, defense of the mother is 

Welcome to the desert my outtasight. Do write soon, 
brothers and sisters of the Love, peace, hope, 

Earth! Gotta cop, at first I — Frankie Atwood 

thought the desert sucked but, ADC #62887 

over the years, have come to Box 3400 - SMU II 

appreciate and dig the scene. Florence, AZ 85232 

Besides, any place where the 
good Lord has seen to bless us Dear SFB, 
with psychedelic cacti and Yes it's true that we all 
toads has its bright spots. talked about tree spiking and 
One problem I am having is dozer burning in the old EF! 
connecting with local radi- days. It was mostly just talk, 
cals. Yes, it's groovy to read and the people I worked with 
about scenes in Earth First! spent our time organizing 
Journal, Green Anarchist and public protests. I will always 
so on, or to plot actions with support tree-sits, blockades 
the European Anarchist Black and other nonviolent protest 
Cross, but something remains actions with all my heart. As 
lacking until uniting with far as nonviolent property 
nearby freaks. Ah, one reason destruction (where no one’s 
why the EF! move to Tucson life is threatened), it may 
brings hope. make sense in a case where 

I been in this fuckin' death there is widespread commu- 
row cage since 1984 but do nity resistance, for example 
what I can to smash the state the bolt weevil action in Min- 
from here. Even went so far as nesota where local farmers ini- 
to do the university thing, tiated the monkeywrenching 
earning a Bachelors in English of high voltage power trans- 
from Ohio U. and a Masters in mission lines that threatened 
Literature from Cal. State. So if their farms. But in Oregon it is 
I can help with reviewing, edit counterproductive. All it does 
work or whatever, I am at your is make environmentalists 
service (and no, fuck pay — I'm look bad to the mainstream 
into it for free). In fact, it would population. No one is going 
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to save forests by burning While it is still here, 
down a few offices. It's not So get out there and hunt 
glamorous or quick, but we and fish, mess around with 
have to win over the hearts your friends, ramble out yon- 
and minds of ordinary people der and explore the forests, 
and make changes through encounter the grizz, climb the 
the political system. I'm con- mountains, bag the peaks, run 
vinced it is the only way and the rivers, breathe deep of that 
that ELF-type vandalism in yet sweet and lucid air, sit 
Oregon amounts to mere pos- quietly for awhile and con- 

turing. I feel we have made a template the precious still- 
tremendous amount of ness, that lovely, mysterious 
progress in changing people's and awesome space, 
minds about forest issues in Enjoy yourselves, keep 
Oregon In the last 15 years, your brain in your body, the 

ELF's arson fire at a small, body active and alive. I prom- 

family-owned mill in my ise you this one sweet vic- 

community outraged a lot of tory over our enemies, over 

mainstream people who are those deskbound men with 

otherwise fairly open-minded their hearts in a safe deposit 

about environmental issues, box and their eyes hypno- 

This is a setback in our tized by desk calculators, I 

struggle to stop the logging promise you this: you will 

of native forests. outlive the bastards." 

— Kelpie Wilson Love and Rage, 

— The MASHH Clinic 

Dear Crap in the Cranium: 

Edward Abbey's Advice to Dear SFB, 

Frazzled Environmentalists: I need help! I'm in high 

"Do not burn yourself out. school, and I started an envi- 

Be as I am— a reluctant en- ronmental club. At first my 

thusiast, a part-time crusader, principal wouldn't let me, but 

a half-hearted fanatic. Save after a month of persistence I 

the other half of yourselves won. I put up posters and fly- 

and your lives for pleasure ers all over the school, (made 

and adventure. It is not out of recycled paper), only 

enough to fight for the West; ninepeople showed up! I know 

it is even more important to nine people can still make a 

enjoy it. While you can. difference, but the nine people 




were my close friends. They 
would have come because I 
asked them. Since the first 
meeting the number of people 
has dwindled down to about 
five. And the five people that 
do come only want to talk 
about what's happening to the 
Earth, or their thoughts on 
action extend to having a bet- 
ter recycling program at school 
or picking up trash along the 
highways. I've tried to get 
guest speakers to come and 
talk to us. After they've said 
their piece to us, I ask them 
what action we can take. The 
response every time is, "Write 
letters to your local represen- 
tatives and congressmen." I 
am not content with this. I 
feel like I have a tremendous 
amount of energy in my mind 
and body, but I feel like this 
growth is being stunted. I feel 
like I'm suffocating. I need 
some help with my organiz- 
ing skills. My club is dying, is 
dead, I'm not sure where to 
start. There is so much pres- 
sure in my life right now, I'm 
told I need to make high scores, 
good grades, etc. so I can go to 
college. I don't know if I want 
to go to college right away! 
Part of me wants to run into 
the forest and stay there for- 
ever and another part of me 
wants to go to college so I can 
learn the tangled system of 
today's world, so I can get in 
there and make a difference. 
Then sometimes I just want to 
die. I'm not another sentimen- 
tal whiner, I know living to 
help the Earth is better than 
dying. I just want to wake up 
from this weird nightmare. My 
Sisters and Brothers where are 
you? I know the Journal is sick 
of getting "complaining/rant- 


ing" mail, but after weeks of 
wandering, I hope through 
this letter, someone will hear 
me! If you can help me out 
with club organizing, or if you 
just want to write me at 
sandithra@hotmail .com. 

Love, 

— Ramona 

Hello, 

This is a letter I thought I 
would never be sending. I 
grew up in a logging town in 
Oregon. I was sent to school 
with money earned from the 
timber industry. I grew up in 
a strong economy due to the 
timber sales. I have been able 
to successfully ignore your 
organization up until now. 

I would love to open an 
intelligent dialect with a 
spokesman from ELF. I am 
not a radical on either side of 
your issue. I have always been 
one to believe that intelligent 
persons could come to a com- 
promise without stooping to 
immature behavior. I believe 
it sends the wrong message. 
My grandfather taught me 
that yelling is for those who 
are not smart enough to talk. 
The same way that fighting is 
for those who are not smart 
enough to reason. 

Make no mistake about it, I 
am fully capable of both yell- 
ing and fighting, however out 
of dignity and respect I choose 
not to unless it is unavoidable. 

I am having trouble with 
your demand for everyone on 
the planet to see things your 
way. One thing you are fond 
of saying is "no compromises. " 
How on Earth could you ever 
expect success in your endeav- 
ors with an unwillingness to 
accept any compromise? 


I am sensitive to your goals. 
I grew up in the outdoors. 
Long before it was the cool 
thing to drink bottled water 
and long before the term SUV 
was heard. Up until the age of 
19, 1 probably spent a quarter 
of my free time in the woods. 
I love nature. I also have the 
deep-rooted belief that God 
has given us the Earth to use. 
Not destroy, not to waste. 
However, I truly believe that 
it would be common sense to 
use the resources we have 
been given. I am typing this 
on an oak desk, inside of my 
house built with Douglas fir 
lumber, with a wood stove 
heating my home. 

I don't want to see the world 
as one giant parking lot, no- 
body does. However, I will 
continue to believe it is right 
to use what we have been 
given in a responsible way. 

One more question I have 
for you is regarding your do- 
mestic terrorism. I was trained 
in the United States Army by 
the Special Forces, while sta- 
tioned at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. I can not condone 
any terrorist action you en- 
courage or organize. I have 
been to too many countries 
where people like you would 
have been unceremoniously 
shot on sight. How can you 
think you have the right? Do I 
have the right to go bum down 
your headquarters just because 
I don't agree with your views? 
I hope you would say no. Do I 
have the right to destroy your 
equipment? Do I have the right 
to put your life at risk? 

Just because you have the 
ability, doesn't mean you 
have the right. I have many 
abilities: I am a trained sniper, 


I am trained with explosives, 
booby traps, I am trained in 
hand to hand combat and 
many other nasty fields. Ac- 
cording to your beliefs, as I 
understand them, 1 could, 
without remorse, unleash 
whatever methods I chose to 
silence your organization. 
Would that be fair? Moral? 
Right? I hope we would agree 
that the answer is no. 

So please help me to make 
the connection. I just don't 
get it I guess. I am awaiting a 
response and hope you 
choose to mail me back. That's 
right, it is a choice, paid for 
by people like me who have 
ensured your freedom and 
rights by serving in the mili- 
tary of the greatest nation on 
our planet. 

Thank you for your time. 

— Jason C. Smith 
Awtwac@aol.com 

Attention: 

A complaint has been filed 
against your organization, 
Earth First, here in Ohio. The 
complaint states that your 
organization has affixed the 
enclosed stickers ["I'm Pol- 
luting the Planet!"] directly 
to Ohio residents' automo- 
biles without their permis- 
sion. This type of vandalism 
is a criminal offense and 
should be halted. 

— Ohio Bureau of Motor 
Vehicles 

Editor's Note: The gall some 
folks have! The Journal is hav- 
ing a blowout sale in honor of 
our Ohio comrades. Receive two 
"I'm Polluting the Planet!" 
stickers for $1 (good while sup- 
plies last). 

continued on next page 
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Dear S#@! fer Brains— 

continued from previous page 


Dear SFB, 

I was chilled today to learn 
of a USGS scientist who was 
fired for putting a map of 
caribou calving sites in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Ref- 
uge on a USGS website. 

This was reported very briefly 
in the LA Times a week or so 
ago, but does not seem to have 
had much coverage nationally. 

This is truly stuff out of a 
bad movie. A scientist spends 
three years on a website which 
provides 20,000 maps of wild- 
life distribution and charac- 
teristics in America, 
and worldwide. 

Yet, when a single 
final map, giving the 
American people in- 
formation about 
caribou calving areas 
in their arctic wild- 
life refuge is pub- 
lished, the scientist 
is fired the next day, 
and the website is 
taken down. 

This should be 
huge news. It dem- 
onstrates the kind of 
ball (hard) the current 
administration is 
willing to play to get 
its short-sighted poli- 
cies accomplished. 

Please take note, and take 
advantage of this huge op- 
portunity to expose this in- 
credible story of censorship 
on the Bush administration's 
part to keep the American 
people in the dark, and to 
attempt to minimize opposi- 
tion to drilling in the ANWR 
by any means. 

Sincerely, 

— I. Reid 

Dear shit for brains, 

A quick suggestion for half- 
pint and any other would-be 
Earth warriors out there who 
might find the $18 cover price 
on Ecodefense unreasonably op- 
pressive: Call your local Barnes 
& Noble or Borders and have 
them special order a copy for 


you (since they’re obviously 
not going to carry it in stock), 
and then when they notify you 
that the book is in, go down to 
the store and steal it. 

— Raven & Worms 

Dear SFB, 

In the recent April Fools 
issue I found the cover to be 
very offensive. Okay, so it is 
supposed to be a spoof, a joke. 
Bullshit. In June I'm having a 
baby, does that make me less 
of an environmentalist, or a 
person who loves Mother 
Earth ? What about all you 


who are against breeding; have 
you thought about how you 
got here and what your pur- 
pose really is? Maybe you 
should all kill yourselves. To 
say that a person can’t con- 
sciously raise another human 
being is ludicrous. What are 
we supposed to do, just let 
the ignorant keep bringing 
children into the world, not 
raising them to love their 
mother? In 20 years there will 
be no conscious children left, 
I find this organization to be 
very hypocritical. I picked up 
the merchandise catalog to 
look through it. I got to the 
page with the stickers and 
couldn't believe what some 
of them were stating. Love your 
mother don't become one, etc. 


and on the page right next to 
it was a picture of a child 
wearing an Earth First! t-shirt 
that is for sale in the catalog. 
What kind of message is that? 
That takes me back to the 
cover of the April Fools issue, 
but there's no connection, its 
just a joke. Get real! All of you 
people who are against breed- 
ing, like I said, really need to 
put yourself in check. The or- 
ganization shouldn't be about 
hate, especially of an inno- 
cent, beautiful child. You 
should be glad people like me 
are having children to help 


educate people like you! 
Sincerely, 

— C.D. 
Tucson, AZ 

Hi, 

Real smart! You end up "sav- 
ing" the planet. Your lifespan 
if you're lucky is 70-80 years. 
Then you die leaving the envi- 
ronment. Now what?! Your 
soul is eternal, not this Earth. 
God will burn the Earth and 
destroy your life's work. (Read 
2 Peter 3:10). And unless you 
wake up he will burn you too. 
(Read Rev. 20:11-15). 

— Anonymous 
Editor's Note: Thanks for the 
postcard, "Where will you spend 
Eternity? With God or Satan?" 
We were so moved, we thought 


all our readers would get a kick 
out of seeing the fan mail the 
Journal receives. 

Dear SFB, 

Looks like a good time to 
have some don't buy nuthin' 
days. Some don’t buy any 
Exxon/Mobil or don't buy any 
petroleum products at all days, 
some don't buy meat days, 
some don't buy anything 
made in the USA days, etc. 

Have a nice day. 

Fuck shit up. 

— MooreDogfolk@aol.com 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 
What happened 
to Ned Ludd? It was 
the best regular ar- 
ticle in the Journal. 
Earth First! seems to 
be moving away 
from the idea of 
monkeywrenching, 
if not completely 
against it. The best 
thing about Earth 
First! has always 
been its no compro- 
mise, do anything 
for the Earth ideas. 
If we aren't careful, 
it could become 
nothing more than 
another Sierra Club. 
I mean, lately 
Greenpeace has been in- 
volved in more direct action 
than Earth First!. Instead of 
simply reporting on the ELF's 
work, why not start some of 
our own? 

Monkeywrench the future 
(and Earth First!), 

— Bonnie Abbzug 

Editor's Note: We hear ya 
loud and clear, and we are 
happy to see Dear Ned Ludd 
back among our ranks this is- 
sue (see page 45). To keep Ned 
around, we need all you cre- 
ative types out there to send us 
your useful, thoughtful tactics 
in the struggle against the mod- 
em industrial juggernaut. 

Dear Brown Matter, 

I'm getting a bit exasperated 
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by all this whining over "prop- 
erty destruction" (see EF!J 
March-April 2001). Property 
is destruction! It replaces the 
animate with inanimate, re- 
moves the organic in favor of 
the fabricated. This holiest of 
sacred cows — the physical 
embodiment of Capital — 
property is inimical to nature. 

Why is it perfectly okay for 
one citizen (envision your 
average stuffed suit insolently 
sitting back in a climate-con- 
trolled executive suite in 
Downtown, USA) to decree 
the spoil and plunder of a 
distant ancient forest or arc- 
tic refuge, with no regard even 
for the future of his own 
grandchildren? But along 
come a few spirited individu- 
als who ignite some half-built 
empty shell of an abode in an 
isolated, uninhabited devel- 
opment, and by god you're 
ready to call them names 
(sick, demented, criminal, 
Beavis & Butthead?) and con- 
demn them to the "fullest 
extent of the law!?" What 
would that be, the death pen- 
alty? These "fruit loops" have 
actually chosen their targets 
quite conscientiously and ef- 
fectively to avoid harming 
people while maximizing 
monetary damage. Mean- 
while the self-ordained pub- 
lic heroes are out wasting time 
extinguishing harmless 
flames while there are drown- 
ing babies and dying grand- 
pas who need your help! 

Excuse me, Earth activists, 
whose side are you on? As 
one jovial prankster once said, 
"You're either on the bus or 
off the bus." Let property dis- 
solve into the impermanent 
illusion it represents — the 
American Dream. That dream, 
based on the idea and attain- 
ment of "personal property," 
was built on the slaughtered 
backs of indigenous people. 
Never forget this brutal fact. 

Through our actions we can 
be a part of the human virus 
which is killing Gaia, or we can 
be the antibodies which fight 


the disease. It's time to accept 
and submit to our losses. Why 
not help out and bum some of 
your own property? It's all sto- 
len property anyway! 

Let it Burn... For the Wild, 
— Desert Wolf 

FYI: Ed Abbey may have 
lived near the desert, but he 
did not require a grotesquely 
wasteful monstrosity in 
which to live. 

Dear SFB, 

Here I sit in a Canadian jail, 
day three of a 30-day sen- 
tence. Eleven of us were 
charged with breaking a May 
10 injunction prohibiting us 
with interfering with Texada 
Land Corporation’s logging 
operations on Saltspring Is- 
land. They've come into our 
community, started to rape 
our mountains and destroy 
our last intact watershed. 
When they started they gave 
the community a code of prin- 
ciples which they abandoned 
from day one. Using terror 
tactics, they tried to scare us 
into submission, but 
Saltspringers are a rare breed 
that won't be bullied. After 
raising hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars to try and 
buy back our watershed and 
pristine mountains, they held 
us hostage by demanding five 
times the assessed value of 
the land. Monies were raised 
through bake sales, art auc- 
tions, benefit shows and 
dances and a calendar featur- 
ing Saltspring goddesses pos- 
ing nude in different spots on 
the island (very tasteful and 
beautiful I might add). Finally, 
after all legal avenues were 
exhausted we resorted to civil 
disobedience — mostly 
lockdowns with lock boxes 
and sleeping dragons. An 88- 
year-old grandmother and 
raging granny stood before a 
logging truck with two sup- 
porters. All three were ar- 
rested. I was arrested and was 
assaulted by a volunteer fire- 
man called to cut me off the 
truck. Later, I learned he was 


a full-time employee of 
Dorman Timber, a subcon- 
tractor of Texada Land Corpo- 
ration. There were numerous 
other assaults during, before 
and after said lockdowns. Two 
by Dorman owner Brian 
Dorman during lockdowns, 
one by Tim Dorman trying to 
frame an innocent bystander 
for which he perjured him- 
self in court. Fortunately, the 
recipient was acquitted. Eight 
of us were found guilty, one 
acquitted and two didn’t 
show for trial (bench warrants 
were issued). The accused 
ranged from 1 6 and 1 7, me 28 
(single dad), 41-year-old male, 
44-year-old single mother of 
two, 47-year-old carpenter 
and father and 88-year-old 
grandmother. One of the 
youth has been a member of 
mensa since she was 11. We 
had lots of support through- 
out our two-week-long trial. 

At the end of the crown's 
closing (the crown is Cana- 
dian for prosecuting attorney), 
he was interrupted when the 
courtroom on the 4th floor 
started shaking. Mother Earth 
was responding with an earth- 
quake. Once the shaking 
stopped the crown said, "I 
guess that’s all" then the court- 
room erupted with applause. 

Natural law will prevail, 

— J. Flis 

PS: While pregnant, my 
wife was arrested during the 
Warner Creek blockades, so 
my daughter had been to jail 
before me. No Compromise 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 

Dear SFB, 

Re: Privilege is invisible to 
those who have it: Right on 
(see EF!J February-March 
2001)! Revolution begins 
within. I'm glad I read this 
article first. 

Then I read the story about 
the Long Island actions. 

I am familiar with the Judi 
Bari story, the concept of agent- 
provocateur, COINTELPRO, 
etc. You guys have been had\ 
Ghandi would not be proud. 


Everytime I read about vio- 
lent actions being blamed on 
a group, I figure it's just estab- 
lishment propaganda. But 
here you guys are bragging 
about setting fires, on your 
website? Testosterone knows 
no politics. 

To paraphrase the Beatles: 
"If you go carrying pictures of 
Ted Kaczynski, you ain't gonna 
make it with anyone anyhow. " 

Oh, you checked to make 
sure no one would be killed 
or injured? Violence is vio- 
lence, and gives the authori- 
ties an excuse to break down 
your door. Then it's no longer 
a matter of "thought-police" 
targeting you because of your 
different ideals. 

To anyone who promotes 
violence: Go liberate yourself. 

— Pat Baker 

Dear SFB, 

I read your lead story re- 
garding the fondling of a 
young woman during a 
meeting with great interest 
(see EF.'f February-March 
2001). I thought perhaps I 
could offer the following af- 
ter reading an attempt to do 
the job was more important 
than taking proper care of 
the offense. 

Bad conduct is clearly bad 
conduct. Not everything is 
perfect and skirting around 
real issues only adds to prob- 
lems. It's nice to be dedi- 
cated and male-dominated 
situations require even 
higher levels of gentlemanly 
conduct toward women or 
other men. 

Perhaps a code of conduct 
should be stressed after which 
a violation renders a dis- 
missal... if not legal action by 
those offended and those who 
begin to feel they cannot trust 
others, who think because 
they have a lot to offer a pur- 
pose... they have privileges. 

In short, dump the offend- 
ing clown, press charges if 
necessary and get on with the 
serious work. 

— Wm. Gerardino 


—KEPT LESS THAN 300 WORDS 
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With Round-Up on the ground and most of the 
trees taken out, "shade-grown" guerilla plantations 
such as this are all too common in the rainforest. 


Unfortunately, this has meant the rapid conversion 
of rainforest lands in the higher elevations where 
coffee grows best, as well as the lowlands where it 
should never have been planted at all. Ironically, 
Honduran coffee is also considered inferior, and is 
discounted on the international market. It's not that 
gourmet coffee can't be found in Honduras — it can. 
The problem is that quantity, not quality, drives the 
Honduran coffee industry. 

In Honduras, as elsewhere, big plantation owners 
dominate the export markets. They own the best land, 
and frankly, they can afford the chemicals that go into 
high-yield, technified production systems which have 
made coffee the second most chemically treated crop 
in the world (next to cotton). When small farmers 
bring their coffee to market, intermediaries — called 
"coyotes" — buy it up (often by force) and sell it for 
a profit in a system of "trickle-down economics" 


Gan Y c See (lie Gf'orest. 


by Jennifer Chesworth 

About this time of year, when the coffee harvest has ended, 
the burning season is over and the rains have begun in 
Honduras, people are putting away their guns and counting 
their losses. This was a bad year, and not because of drought, 
fire or too much rain. It was bad because of a bumper crop: so 
much coffee that farmers could hardly give it away. Ordi- 
narily, guns come out during the harvest because coffee — 
called oro verde, or green gold, in its exportable form — is 
serious money. But this year, coffee farmers in Honduras and 
across Central America are more likely facing serious debt. 

It's hard to say which is worse for the rainforest: a good 
coffee year or a bad one. For many small farmers, money from 
their coffee is the only income they will receive all year. Low 
prices mean they'd better get out there 
and plant more if they want to break 
even in the future. But when the price 
of coffee is high, people also rush to 
plant more, thinking that prices may 
continue to rise. Too often they plant 1 * 

it deep in the virgin rainforest, 
where no one will notice. That's 
another reason coffee and guns 
go together: stumbling across 
coffee in the jungle is like 
finding a marijuana plot 
in the middle of no- ^ 
where. It's best to just V 

walk away as quickly 
as possible. \ 


Even the authorities can do little to stop the encroachment 
of coffee into rainforest lands. Francisco Urbina, a forest 
ranger for the Sierra de Agalta National Park in Olancho, 
Honduras, gets death threats when he reports the guerrilla 
plantations he finds routinely. "The Sierra de Agalta is a Park 
on paper," he says. "In reality, there are no laws here." 

But for small farmers struggling to survive, what re- 
course is there? Coffee is the lifeblood of the economy in 
Latin America. It is second only to petroleum products in 
global trade, with more than half being grown by small 
farmers. In Honduras, the government has promoted 
coffee as a promise of wealth for rich and poor farmers 
alike. It has been planted for decades so that now, 
Honduras has more hectares in coffee than any other 
Central American nation. 
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which never hits the ground. Selling to a coyote is better than 
nothing. If the only land available is high up in the moun- 
tains, in what is supposed to be a protected area, who can 
blame the families who squat there, living hand-to-mouth on 
subsistence crops and an acre or two of coffee? 

That's why Urbina and others working to protect the Sierra 
de Agalta think organic certification may be the answer for 
locals trying to make a living in the areas surrounding the 
national park. They're going to plant coffee there; that's a 
fact. Making sure it’s sustainable — ecologically and economi- 
cally — is the only hope for local people and the forestlands 
upon which they depend. 

Organic certification isn’t perfect, but it's evolved for nearly 
30 years into the best "watch dog” system we have. Although 
several attempts have been made in recent years to develop 

(f 556 ...for me f/feans 

labeling for "responsible coffee" — including "FairTrade" and 
"Eco-OK certification" — only organic certification holds farm- 
ers and industry professionals accountable for a full range of 
production and management methods that create a truly 
sustainable product. What is "fair" about using chemicals 
that end up in local watersheds? Is that really "okay?" 
Consumers have heard that "shade-grown" coffee is some- 
how protecting biodiversity, but if DDT, malathion, paraquat 
and other chemicals are in the mix, it's more accurately 
protecting Monsanto stockholders. 

"If you compromise then you are continually damaging 
the ecosystem," says Stanley Kuehn, director of the Coopera- 
tive League of the United States, based in El Salvador. "The 
question we need to ask is, why would anybody want to use 
products that are damaging to our bodies, the environment 
and most importantly, to future generations?" 

The fair trade agency TransFair USA has at least tried to offer 
its services free of charge to farmers. But proponents of fair 
trade have done little to bring the issues forward into the 
mainstream. A recent campaign to bring "responsible coffee" 
to the marketplace targeted Starbucks as the bad guy, while 
the real corporate coffee giants — Proctor and Gamble (Folgers); 
Kraft/Phillip Morris (Maxwell House); Nestle (Hills Brothers); 
and Sara Lee in Europe, went quietly about their business of 
exploiting the world's farmers and the environment. It's not 


that Starbucks wears a halo. It’s that these other, much larger 
companies are just too big to ignore. Have any of them ever 
even tried to be socially responsible? 

Because organic certification requires farmers, processors 
and distributors to keep careful documentation of all transac- 
tions — called "the Audit Trail" — it has what amounts to built- 
in fairtrade mechanisms in the certification process. Granted, 
large plantations as well as small farmer cooperatives can be 
certified organic, while only the cooperatives can be regis- 
tered fair trade. But whether it comes from an estate or a 
collective, no one is going to buy coffee if it doesn't taste good. 
Yet fair trade registration lacks standards for quality. 

"Without years of work in developing quality standards 
for certified organic coffee there would be no fair trade 
coffee in North America,” says Garth Smith, president of 
Organic Products Trading Company in Vancouver, 
Washington, and one of the few US coffee brokers 
who is registered as a fair trade distributor. "We 
' — " believe that by promoting and supporting organic 
agriculture we are also addressing the financial 
and social needs of the people." 

Dean Cycon, owner of another all-organic company, 
Dean’s Beans in Massachusetts, believes that organic 
certification keeps the industry honest. "In a business 
community that often uses environmental or social lan- 
guage as a sales tool or to give an impression of greater 
commitment than exists," he says, "we have tried to 
structure our company in a way that reflects our values 
and supports our commitments." 

Why not just quit drinking coffee altogether and wash our 
hands of the matter? There's plenty of evidence telling us that 
too much coffee is bad for one's health, and certainly it's bad 
for the rainforest. But with millions of farmers putting their 
hopes and hard work into coffee, a few of us kicking the habit 
is pot going to save the rainforest. 

"What needs to happen is to get people to stop drinking bad 
coffee," says Mark Inman, president and co-founder of the 
Organic Coffee Association. "True specialty coffee is grown in 
a biodiverse setting. It produces a full, rich cup of coffee that 
does not beg the drinker to have a whole pot." 

So buy the best, and make it organic. For better or 
worse, coffee is here to stay. As Inman points out, 
"Attempting to get people to stop drinking coffee, a 
beverage that is as old as wine, would be like attempting 
to get people to stop eating bread." 




An agent for the Protected Areas Division of the Honduran Forestry Department, Francisco Urbina, surveys a farmer's 

work, "pruning back the shade, " on a coffee plot in the buffer zone. 
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Art of the Wink... continued 


continued from page 23 
For people in our community who 
cooperate with law enforcement or 
industry, a try at showing them why 
this will absolutely get us nowhere 
can be made, and then a no-nonsense 
policy of disengagement, critique and 


revenge if needed. Where things are 
now, people snitch and we often look 
the other way. 

— Autonomous self-organization so 
we can actually get things done, learn 
skills and rotate roles; a decentralized 
structure that strategizes seriously and 
at least partially 
achieves goals. 

— Encoded 
and esoteric 
communication 
systems that al- 
low communi- 
ties (especially 
dissimilar ones) 
to swap informa- 
tion, form alli- 
ances (not the 
lowest common 
denominator 
kind) and act to- 
gether when 
6 possible. 

§• — A finely- 
§! honed and 
^ subtle, yet un- 
| mistakable artful 
wink that can be 


seen from miles away, across border 
and privilege lines, over ridgetops and 
into the cities, a wink that makes a 
wish when an eyelash falls. 

— One dam, one genetic experi- 
ment, a condo, a few rapists: take out 
your to-do list one by one. 

— A general clandestine conscious- 
ness: If people are dressing up, shav- 
ing or wearing make-up, this may 
not mean they have sold out from 
the current crusty fashion trend. 
These people are probably up to no 
good, and you should be too! Or at 
least help them be up to it! 

— Actions that target assorted is- 
sues. Relevance to all kinds of struggle 
is crucial. 

— Everyone around you could be 
ELF, could be working in a mill un- 
dercover organizing a shutdown or 
could be GE crop pulling. If you think 
nothing's happening and everyone's 
sitting on their derrieres, it will be so, 
especially when you think that be- 
cause you are! People all the time can 
and do commit revolutionary acts! 
Don't think small. 

— Honor the "all tools in the 
toolbox" theory for real. No more 
petty competition, or else the first 
trusting step toward a general con- 
spiracy of heart, mind and action 
won't be made in good faith! 







— Read Vida by Marge Piercy. Check 
out Shoot the Women First by Eileen 
MacDonald. Then: what the hell are 
you doing reading? ! Go do something! 

— Get a vasectomy. This will help 
you with the other subversive some- 
things you should do, and invariably 
some folks will have kids that need 
your conspiratorial care and love. 

— People to go for it and really knock 
this paradigm dizzy with angry, lov- 
ing, smart efforts are much needed. 

— Kindergarten 101: get along, work 
together and keep your hands to your- 
self unless invited to do otherwise. 

— Live like revolution could actu- 
ally possibly happen in our lifetimes. 

What else? You figure it out, and 
tell me when we find each other, 
when we realize we were here to- 
gether all along without really seeing 
ourselves. These are not new ideas, 
just those that need to be expressed at 
this juncture of EF! and the radical 
environmental movement. 

Without Asking Permission 

"It seems to me that it is now espe- 
cially important to do what is right 
quietly and persistently, not only with- 
out asking permission from government, 
but consciously avoiding its participa- 
tion." 

— Leo Tolstoy, Letter to the Liberals 


No one's really calling the shots 
except the cop in the head. Beyond a 
reactive security culture of non-coop- 
eration, we need the proactive resis- 
tance of mischievous hoodwinking 
and a cunning conspiracy ethic. 

Why should one care about sur- 
reptitious revolution? 

Here is a quote from escaped slave 
and abolitionist Frederick Dou- 
glas, 1857: 

"Power concedes 
nothing without a 
demand. It never did 
and it never will. 

Find out just what 
any people will qui- 
etly submit to and 
you have found out 
the exact measure 
of injustice and 
wrong which will be 
imposed upon 
them, and these will 
continue till they are 
resisted with either 
words or blows, or 
with both." 

The points made in 
this article are, in some 
rudimentary form, 
manifesting in our 
movement already. Now 
the key is to make it all 


work, breathe together and spread 
the wink like wildfire. Because in 
actuality, conspiracy is the impera- 
tive when it comes to really having 
security and solidarity, not to men- 
tion actually winning. 

Kill the cop in your head. 







I 


Rod Roronad 



ILENCED 


continued from page 5 

A letter was issued to Coronado warning, "You spoke on 
a panel on police brutality and argued against pacifism. 
You have specifically been instructed not to affiliate 
yourself with animal rights activist groups and to conduct 
yourself in a peaceful manner... Consider this a written 
warning, you cannot participate in these types of ac- 
tivities." A review of Coronado's writings published after 
his release from prison led federal authorities to specifi- 
cally prohibit his employment, community service and 
association with Earth First!, and the Journal. 

Coronado's lawyers concluded that such restrictions on 
an individual's political activities are perfectly legal for 
someone on supervised release. A violation of such 
conditions would result not only in his re-imprisonment, 
but also the possibility of an additional 30 months of 
supervised release. 

Such actions against convicted Earth and animal defenders 
will become more common as the US government 
attempts to discourage ELF and ALF activities, and are 
a sign of their intent to fracture the radical environmen- 



tal movement. The 
FBI's Joint Terrorism 
Task Forces assembled 
throughout the nation are 
the modern incarnation of the Counter Intelligence 
Program of the 1960s and '70s. As resistance to environ- 
mental destruction increases, it will be the government's 
sole purpose to prevent activists like Coronado from 
helping our movement strengthen and grow. 

The ELF and ALF are considered by the US Department of 
Justice to be the nation's most active domestic terrorism 
organizations. Coronado, like Craig Rosebraugh, was one of 
our movement's spokespeople insuring that the public be 
aware that it's not the ELF or ALF who are this country's 
most dangerous terrorists, but the politically powerful cor- 
porations and industries that operate with legal impunity. 

Silencing Coronado will not stop the resistance to eco- 
logical destruction. It only means we are making a differ- 
ence to the profits of corporate terrorists and more than 
ever it is the job of Earth First! to support our movement 
and its voice, the Earth First! Journal. 


Nom is fe FTAA/HLiEA 

continued from page 9 
hesitation thousands of people surge 
forward shaking and climbing atop the 
fence, and the drumming, chanting, 
singing, whoops and cries grew to a 
wild cacophonic crescendo. As we 
climbed and shook the fence, it began 
to rock and sway. More and more hands 
reached forward to pull, whoops and 
shouts rising high as first one long 
section of the "impenetrable" fence 
began to fall — then another and an- 
other, like dominoes. 

As I leaped, pulling, hanging from 
the top of a section of soon-falling 
fence, I remembered one of the dreams 
I had which helped my decision to 
travel so far here. I remembered the 
Bengal tiger spirit that merged with 
me in a dream, felt its claw talons as 
I clung to the fence helping along 
with others to bring it down. In a 
wildly jubilant surge, people ran about 
as cops tried pushing us back through 
the long gaping hole in their fence. 
The cops begin firing tear gas and 
Page 56 Earth First! Beltane 2001 



In QC, demonstrators calmly discuss globaliza- 
tion with a "Global News" camera crew. As the 
saying goes, if you don't do media, you get done 

by the media. 

plastic bullets, both at those inside, 
but more so at those still flooding 
towards the opened fence, in an at- 
tempt to prevent even more from 
entering their insecurity perimeter. 
People respond by throwing the gas 
canisters back at the cops. 

The battle around the breached 
fence continues until the gas becomes 
so thick that people can no longer 
remain, as the armored cop battalion 
moves in to chase us out. Yet through 


the gaseous haze, one can see activists 
moving a huge catapult inside the 
perimeter, which had been disguised 
as a fuzzy bear in the march. Later, an 
activist is ambushed by undercover 
cops and arrested, among his charges 
is "possession of a catapult.". A large 
battalion of cops begins to move in 
on us from the outside as well, firing 
gas and plastic bullets — forcing people 
out of the "People's Summit" area. 
From this point the struggle spills 
into the streets and spreads all over 
old Quebec City surrounding the pe- 
rimeter fence, as people try to bring it 
down again in many places. Fires erupt 
on the fence itself, as some of its 
many placards and decorations are 
set afire. 

Gas and pepper spray fills the air, as 
do explosions, while helicopters whirl 
overhead as day turns into night. 
There are serious injuries and casual- 
ties on our side. Gas canisters that hit 
people in the face, wounds and bruises 
from the large (3.5" X 1.5") plastic 
bullets, head and trauma wounds from 
billy clubs. More and 





NAFTA has brought us 
all peace and prosperity. 


Do yourself a 
favor and 
support the 
Free Trade 
Area of the 
Americas. 


before. 


more activists being arrested both within and outside the 
perimeter by cop battalions and roving swat-style squads in 
vans, as well as the numerous undercover cops and snitches 
in the streets. Pitched battles continue through the dark night 
of resistance. 

The next day, a large march of union, mainstream and 
various activist groups leaves from a park and wanders the 
streets past the fenced perimeter towards a parking lot far 
from the FTAA meeting place, and the struggles to bring down 
the wall. Later, many of the marchers rejoin the skirmishes 
expanding throughout the area. By nightfall, the tear gas in 
the streets has become very thick. Still, like the previous day, 
the wind is in our favor — most often blowing the gas clouds 
back at the police lines that fired them — it's as if nature too 
is using Aikido on the Vaderite cops. 

A woman on stilts dressed as the Statue of Liberty stilt 
dancing in front of the wall was shot repeatedly by the police 
water cannon, as were many others. People helped her as the 
water cannons forced her down. Others responded with 
everything from dancing in the water cannon's "rain" to 
hurling concrete chunks from the street at the cop battalions 
and the water cannon tmck. A group of us move along the 
fence, in view of one of the delegate hotels. The police fiercely 
fire many rounds of gas at us. This gas is a mix of pepper and 
tear gas burning the skin, throat and eyes intensely. Activists 
manage to throw some of them back at the cops, but most 
cannot stand to get near the canisters that expel the toxic gas 
from both sides in rushing, enveloping clouds. As we get 
repeatedly gassed, we find ourselves coughing, convulsing, 
and feeling as if on fire. Yet people remain in the streets — 
when one area gets too covered in cops, we rove to the next, 
people ripping down the fence wherever opportunity arises. 
Masked of necessity due to the gas, people toss back the 
fuming canisters, hurl rocks, bottles, sticks, etc. to slow the 
cops repeated attacks. The spirit is high, often humorous, 
often angry as people cough, ran, laugh and struggle for the 
downing of the wall. Day gives way to night. Large fires of 


trash and reclaimed corporate debris erupt at various random 
places throughout the night, and pixies prowl about wielding 
bolt cutters upon the loathed fence. 

On the night of April 21, many street parties appeared 
around the outside of the wall. People wandered between the 
celebratory bonfires with its music and dancing on one hand 
and the fierce, passionate battles to tear down the wall. All in 
all, it has been and still remains a wild struggle for the future 
of us all. People have responded in self-defense to the police 
attacks by throwing rocks and cobbles torn from the streets, 
hurling sticks and signs, even tossing snow balls from the 
melting snow clumps which yet remain. I write this from 
within the Indymedia center with tear and pepper gas wafting 
outside, fires burning in the streets and plastic bullets whiz- 
zing by. We hear that a couple of Molotovs have flown toward 
the thugs defending the corporate elite. Karma coming home 
toward those who would sell their integrity to stand as police 
between the defenders of this Earth and the FTAA corporate 
globalizers who would destroy all that's wild. 

The black blocs were for the most part empowering and 
daring. They repeatedly faced down the armored cops' on- 
slaughts. One group pushed a wheeled dumpster far uphill 
too the fence, utilizing it to help bring the fence down. As the 
cop battalions moved in to plug the breach, hundred of 
people filled the street to hold it. Another standoff ensued, 
with people peacefully sitting down in the street as the cops 
eventually opened fire on them with gas and plastic bullets, 
forcing them to fall back. 

By the morning of April 22, over four hundred people are in 
jail. The fallen fences have been welded shut, with the ever- 
present Robocops behind them watching and waiting for the 
next fall of their wall. Outside the jail a vigil has begun, and a 
march is forming as well. Cops are said to be arresting anyone 
with a gas mask, as well as making random arrests. QC is well on 
its way to becoming the corporate police state of the future. Yet 
thousands of determined, gas-weary, and jubilant still freely 
roam the streets, living the chant of "Whose streets? OurStreets! " 
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Border 

Militarization 

continued from page 19 

The militarization of the border has always been justified 
by the "war on drugs," and from the beginning it has bled 
over into immigration enforcement. Since the early '80s, 
interdiction techniques ostensibly deployed to detect drug 
smuggling have been 
used to track and de- 
tain immigrants as 
well. This shows little 
respect for human and 
civil rights, as the vast 
majority of immigrants 
crossing the border are not drug 
traffickers. In fact, the vast ma- 
jority of drug traffic passes through 
"legal" ports of entry, so the ongo- 
ing militarization and destruction of 
the border environment represents a 
complete misallocation of funds at the 
very least — unless, of course, the real target 
is immigrants, forced out into the desert by 
the Border Patrol. The overlap of these mis- 
sions has profound social, as well as environ- 
mental, impacts in remote areas subject to new 
immigrant flows. 

Low Intensity Conflict (LIC) creates 
a climate of fear, wherein people who 
are subjected to it are too afraid of 
the oppressive government appara- 
tus to resist it. Moreover, such a 
climate of fear deteriorates the qual- 
ity of life for people living in and 
moving through the border region. 

This climate of fear has led the Tohono O'odham Indian 
Nation to expel JTF-6, due to ongoing harassment, physi- 
cal and psychological abuse. Such abuse is inherently a 
part of LIC strategy, part and parcel of the war mentality. 
Everyone who crosses or helps some- 
one else cross is seen as the enemy and 
treated accordingly. Through the use 
of this strategy, border residents are 
made to fear those who cross (due to 
the war propaganda of dehumanizing 
and misleading rhetoric), as well as to 
fear the ever-increasing military occu- 
pying forces. LIC has consistently re- 
sulted in an increase in violence against 
women, including physical and sexual 
assaults and verbal abuse, as its foot 
soldiers engage in a campaign of terror 
with little accountability. An anything- 
goes, warlike atmosphere is imposed 
along the border. 

Along with low intensity war along the 
border, it is the government's policy to 
develop and share intelligence among vari- 
ous agencies, even if it overlaps into im- 
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migration enforcement. The complete lack of accountabil- 
ity and the sensitivity of low profile, rotating military units 
also contributes to border abuses. LIC has consistently 
employed the tactic of creating armed paramilitary groups 
that work in collaboration with government security forces 
to further the propagation of fear. These groups operate 
with impunity as they engage in human rights abuses on 
behalf of security forces, which are afforded a measure of 

deniability for the worst 
transgressions of their 
policy. We are already 
seeing this along our bor- 
der, with racist vigilante 
groups routinely violating 
people's rights. 

These same racist vigilante 
groups scapegoat immigrants, 
blaming them for the many prob- 
lems within our borders, includ- 
ing environmental degradation. 
When in fact, it is they and the 
militarized border enforcement 
units, who are responsible for these prob- 
lems. The border guards exist to enforce 
the separation not only of nations, but also 
of skin colors. They exist to clean up the fallout 
of fascist neoliberal policies of Earth exploita- 
tion. The same policies give corporations the 
"rubber stamp" to continue the plun- 
der and genocide of Latin America. 
Their corporate agenda comes full 
circle when they create a large popu- 
lation of displaced people head- 
ing north, with which they can 
flood prisons and fuel the grow- 
ing trend of immigrant prison 
privatization. The vicious corporate cycle becomes 
complete, leaving in its wake, a devastated environment 
and a broken people. 

For more info, visit www.resistmilitarization.org. 



Demonstration to stop border violence in Nogales, Sonora. 
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continued from page 21 

In '87, Foreman authored an article in 
the Earth First! Journal (by pseudonym) 
that posited that AIDS is a good thing 
for the planet. As a biocentric misan- 
thrope myself, I see a distinct possibility 
in an effective human plague of the 
future providing huge relief to the rest 
of the natural world. But Foreman's 
comment is politically ignorant, on top 
of the insult of his privilege in saying it. 
Generally, people hit hardest by AIDS 
are those who don't live in Foreman's 
American land of privilege, while those 
doing the largest share of polluting and 
ravaging do. 

These racist sentiments did not go 
completely unchal- 
lenged within EF! . 

Anarchists ridiculed 
Foreman's Journal 
content and created 
the insurrectionary 
'zine Live Wild or Die. 

The Biotic Baking Bri- 
gade first showed its 
face in an EF! Journal 
"Dear Shit for Brains" 
letter declaring that 
Abbey deserved a 
"frijoles" pie for his 
racism. Not long af- 
ter, Foreman left 
Earth First!, taking a 
substantial amount 
(though not nearly 
all) of his "old-guard" 
views with him. 

It should be acknowledged that Fore- 
man, Abbey and a cadre of direct ac- 
tion activists challenged and 
radicalized the early '80s American 
environmental movement. Timely 
emergence of Earth First! kept 
biocentrism's torch aflame, and EF! 
continues to occupy a place on the 
frontlines more than 20 years later. 

As EF! has evolved, our biocentrism 
has been increasingly spiced with a 
social context that has enabled us to 
see our connection to the Zapatistas, 
for example, and helped us work to- 
gether with other groups, such as long- 
shoremen and steelworkers. EF! today 
is slowly but increasingly diverse, and 
dialoguing about root causes of the 
domination of land and liberty. Airing 
our dirty laundry and coming clean on 


who we are is necessary for getting 
through the growing pains of stagna- 
tion and on to meaningful growth. 

As in the past, some Earth Firstiers 
today are worried about people focus- 
ing on more than just wilderness. These 
folks can perhaps be described as tun- 
nel-vision biocentrists. How can a forest 
be truly protected when cultural geno- 
cide is alive and well against indigenous 
people who once inhabited it? 

This metaphor may be easier to see: 
A cancer cannot be kept out of the 
liver (the land) while it rages unop- 
posed in the breasts (the people). It's 
unrealistic to think otherwise, and why 
not get rid of all bigotry all at once 


anyway? Thus, while keeping 
biocentrism as an incredibly neces- 
sary and heartfelt focus, EF! can't let 
industrialism, capitalism, racism, pa- 
triarchy or privilege go unchecked. 
That is, not if we really mean it when 
we say, "No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth." 

EF!'s "deep" ecology has not been 
deep enough, as it has not yet halted 
the planet's destruction. Only when all 
of civilization's diabolical tendencies 
are dismantled will we be able to rest 
with the knowledge that our victories 
won't be rewritten or treaties broken as 
soon as we turn our backs. We know 
the pain of a forest saved, just to turn 
around and find it back on the chop- 
ping block through a salvage rider or 
other piece of sneaky legislation. 

Rather than the previous tunnel vi- 


sion, what is emerging in EF!, Earth 
Liberation Front and in environmen- 
talism in general is a consciousness of 
radical biocentrism: Social justice is 
being incorporated into our ecologi- 
cal passions, connections are being 
made and foundations questioned. 
Plants and animals know no borders, 
neither shall the human biocentrist! 

Radical biocentrism must not be 
mistaken as knee-jerk political cor- 
rectness. That is the claim Foreman 
fell back on, and it is still misused 
today. Understanding that everything 
is connected, and directly acting as 
such, should never be compared to 
phony, polite PC-ism. 

We in the states have a responsibility 
to those in other countries. Things are 
kicking off in places of less opulence, 
where struggle is an ev- 
eryday aspect of survival , 
and that is what struggle 
must mean to us as well. 
If we scrape away the 
numbing complacent 
scum of privilege from 
our eyes, we will see 
clearly that peace here 
means war there. A pre- 
served tract of wilder- 
ness here is a clearcut 
elsewhere. We can't 
have a "not-in-my-back- 
yard" approach. That is 
just a shell game of dev- 
astation displacement. 

Instead of the typi- 
cal, dominating types, 
let us learn from 
Commandanta Ramona, Nat Turner, 
Vandana Shiva, Las Mujeres Libres, Peg 
Millet. Beyond that, let us remember 
that famous personalities, even from 
less-represented sectors, are not the so- 
lution. It's about all of us, and the on- 
the-ground, everydayness of things. 

Let us unite across nations' borders 
to globalize resistance. By combining 
perspectives and efforts, we cannot 
help but become stronger. EFiers need 
to incorporate all struggles into their 
worldview. If we can sort through the 
movement's baggage and come out 
on the other side, strong and ready to 
work with our fellow resisters, then 
our actions, beliefs and solidarity will 
know no borders. This is the way to 
win, whether you're a misanthrope or 
not, so suck it up, show some respect 
and maybe we'll have a revolution! 
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A House on Fire continued... 


continued from page 33 

ecology and linguistics, and between the extinction of 
species and cultures. In keeping with the tenets of structur- 
alism, Levi-Strauss posited that words, signs, symbols and 
myths are not autonomous entities. Their meanings can 
only be ascertained by looking at their relationship with 
other words and myths. Despite the impression one might 
get from a dictionary, meaning is determined by the struc- 
ture, or total inter-relationship, of words within a language. 
Strictly speaking, meaning is the manner in which a system 
of words differ from and relate to each other. 

Whereas most structuralists of the mid-20th century tend 
to see the differential nature of language as causing it to be 
self-referential and hence outside of and constitutive of 
nature, Levi-Strauss realized that the then-developing sci- 
ence of ecology was discovering that nature itself is funda- 
mentally differential. Like words and symbols, species do not 
exist autonomously. Each has evolved to be what it is, in 
relation to a host of other species, processes and environ- 
ments. Each fills a niche occupied by no other species. Strictly 
speaking, diversity is not so much a characteristic of ecosys- 
tems and species, it is the condition of their possibility of 
existence. In simpler terms, the diversity of life structures life. 

If there is an ecology of language, it is because language 
and nature are of a single system of diversity. This unity is 



most apparent in the role of metaphor in human commu- 
nication and understanding of the world. Metaphor is the 
principle means by which we communicate, and biological 
diversity is the foundation of an enormous portion of our 
metaphors. These metaphors are not simply poetic frills, 
they are indispensable to language and human thought. In 
his famous study of totemism, Levi-Strauss concluded that 
the diversity of totemic species found in indigenous cul- 
tures around the world are not simply cultural constructs: 
They are essential modes of thought. The language and 
thought of indigenous cultures is borne upon the living 
diversity with which they evolved. Totemic animals (less 
often plants or other natural objects) have long been the 
dominant metaphors for self-understanding. These meta- 
phors are not "created" by cultures out of thin air, they arise 
out of a culture's evolving relationship with the species in 
its larger community. They will necessarily vary as do the 
bioregions in which cultures develop. 

High degrees of species richness and species endemism 
may encourage high degrees of language richness by provid- 
ing a greater diversity of metaphor possibilities. The diver- 
sity of languages serves to situate indigenous cultures in 
relationship to other species and places, but also in relation- 
ship to other cultures. All cultures have a tendency to 
totalize (i.e. to view their metaphors, concepts, beliefs and 
languages as all inclusive of reality). Indigenous people, 
however, lived in a highly diverse network of other cultures 
and their languages, other species and their cultures. They 
were constantly reminded of the limits of their cultural 
worlds. Natural metaphors (especially species metaphors) 
within language and diversity between languages are effec- 
tive reminders that the domain we inhabit is limited, and 
our right to exploit does not extend endlessly. As individual 
languages become increasingly homogenized, as the diver- 
sity between languages within a bioregion decrease and as 
the diversity of living beings decrease, we lose the bound- 
aries that preserve community stability. 

Just as "first world" societies replace diverse plant com- 
munities with monoculture crops, they are replacing a 
tremendous and ancient linguistic diversity with vast mono- 
languages. There are approximately 6,500 languages on 
Earth today. About 50 percent of all humans, however, speak 
and think in one of 10 globally dominant languages. That 
means 0.2 percent of all existing languages hold sway over 50 
percent of all humans and likely upwards of 85 percent of the 
land surface of the globe. Not surprisingly, these are the 
languages of the cultures primarily responsible for the global 
extinction crisis and the eradication/marginalizing of indig- 
enous cultures. These cultures no longer recognize a limit to 
their beliefs or exploitation rights because they no longer 
genuinely encounter and become situated by a diversity of 
| other languages, ideas, cultures and species. 

| The planetary extinction crisis is intimately tied to the 
| global homogenizing of language and culture. If we allow 
| diversity to decline within human cultures and between 
| cultures, we throw away the necessary mental tools to 
reverse the decline in biological diversity. 
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Structurelessness cont. 


continued from page 35 

middle class that often runs in our Journal, a basic fact is 
that the vast majority of EFIers work for a living, and we 
should recognize this and take pride in it. It is only 
natural that ordinary people would start to take us seri- 
ously at some point. Unfortunately, we have so far failed 
to step up to many of the incredible opportunities we 
have recently been presented with. 

In places where we do act on these opportunities, as we 
have done with regards to the United Steelworkers of 
America, it becomes incumbent upon us to have enough 
internal discipline and cohesion to not be manipulated 
by the other orga- 
nizations in- 
volved, or factions 
within them. If we 
sit down to write a 
set of bylaws and 
guiding principles 
for an alliance 
with an organiza- 
tion whose mem- 
bers have been op- 
erating in and 
around such codes 
for decades, and we bring little direct experience of the 
kind to the table ourselves, we are likely to be used as a 
political relations tool by the upper echelons of the more 
experienced organization. 

So what am I suggesting for EF!? Right now, all I am 
suggesting is the establishment of some explicit structure 
and defined responsibility for at least one of 
our regular national decision-making 
events. I suggest there be one event 
per year (be it a conference, a rendez- 
vous, or even... gasp... a conven- 
tion) to which people come as 
delegates from their respective 
bioregional organizations, formal 
or informal, with the realization 
that they are not acting as indi- 
viduals, but are explicitly respon- 
sible for delivering positions on 
matters of consequence, including 
finances and accountability, for a 
group of people who cannot all be 
there, making, supporting or opposing 
proposals for national action with their 
group's position(s) in mind, and returning to their 
localities to give detailed report to the people who sent 
them there. The primary loyalty of these delegates/del- 
egations must be to their local organization. 

I know that this is setting off numerous anti-authoritar- 
ian alarm bells in many EFIers' heads, as well it should be. 
I look forward to some vitriolic responses, but remember 
that vitriol is no substitute for clear thought. Make sure 
that you actually do read Freeman's essay, and Cathy 


Levine's weak direct response to it, The Tyranny of Tyr- 
anny, before you respond to what I have said. I will be able 
to tell by your response whether you have read it or not. 

Some EFIers will take the extreme position that we must 
never approximate "organization," that we should strive 
to be "dis-organizers," and all that sort of rubbish. I find 
it next to impossible to take that line of thought seriously. 
Those who believe that anarchy is synonymous with 
disorganization need to go into an anarchist bookstore 
and do some introductory reading on the subject. ( Anar- 
chism by Daniel Guerin is a book that I would personally 
recommend for starters.) There is nothing inherently bad 

or oppressive 
about organiza- 
tion. We just tend 
to fear it because 
most of us have 
had negative expe- 
riences with overly 
hierarchical struc- 
tures. 

Internal disci- 
pline, responsibil- 
ity and coordina- 
tion will come 
about through internal EF! organization. They can all be 
achieved by a confederation of voluntarily associated 
groups of various natures. No central authority should be 
necessary, and any national entity or office that may 
develop need only be for information dispersal and coor- 
dination between regions. 

One of the few advantages of being a self- 
marginalizing subculture and scene instead 
of a movement is that relatively few people 
know when you drop the ball or screw 
something up. We no longer have that 
privilege. Large numbers of people are 
now willing to take us seriously. We 
owe it to them, ourselves and our 
planet to not blow them off. 
Editor's note: The Tyranny of 
Structurelessness was first printed in 
1 970, and can be found in that year's 
Berkeley Journal of Sociology. It can be 
found on the internet at 
www. anarres.org.au/essayndx .htm. Ca thy 
Levine's directly oppositional essay, The Tyr- 
anny of Tyranny, first surfaced in Black Rose 
issue number one, was reprinted by the Rising Free Collective 
and is available fromAnarres Books c/o Third World Publica- 
tions, 151 Stratford Road, Birmingham Bll 1RD, England. 
Both essays were published together in 1 984 as a joint publi- 
cation project between Dark Star Press and Rebel Press called 
Untying The Knot: Feminism, Anarchism and Organiza- 
tion. It is currently printed by Agate Press, 84b Whitechapel 
High St, London El, England, and is available through most 
anarchist and feminist bookstores. 


Those who believe that anarchy is 
sunonumous with disorganization need some 
introductory reading. There is nothing 
inherently bad or oppressive about 
organization. We just tend to fear it... we 
egative experiences 


had n 

with hierarchical structure. 
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On March 29, forest 
activists rappelled from 
a building and deployed 
a massive 60' x 30' 
banner directly in front 
of Boise Cascade's 
headquarters, deliverh ig 
a message directly to 
America's premier old- 
growth logging giant. 
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Anarchists Claim Seattle Earthquake 


Seattle, WA (Reuters) — After three nights of continuous 
violence by the Seattle Police Department during Seattle's 
Mardi Gras celebrations, something had to be done. A 
black and green clad circle of anarchist witches calling 
themselves "Green Fire" decided to strike back. "It's been 
like this ever since the WTO. Any time people get together, 
the police break out the riot gear," said an anonymous 
Green Fire member. 

An earthquake was suggested and quickly 
agreed upon and then the impromptu con- 
sensus debate began. First, it was the ethics of 
magic and non-violence. The view that "we 
are just the manifestation of the three-fold 
law" prevailed over those predicting dire re- 
turns on the magic. The three-fold law states 
that anyone who performs a negative action 
gets it back three-fold. 

Then the question became what and 
how big? Suggestions that "we blow Mt. 

Rainier while we're at it" were rejected 
as too violent, as were calls to level Paul 
Allen's new $500 million stadium. In 
the end, the anarchists decided to stick 
with tradition and break all the win- 
dows in Seattle. 

"To help raise energy," the Green Fire member contin- 
ued, "We centered the earthquake in the Nisqually area 
where the Weyerhaeuser Corporation is building a golf 
course on ancient burial ground sacred to the Nisqually 
tribe." 

"The quake had to be big enough to look good, but deep 
enough so that people didn't get hurt," our source added. 
"And, of course, the message being, people had to have 
their fun." Indeed, fearful that the anti-corporate message 
would be lost in all the window breaking, the message 
witches directed parts of the quake specifically at corpo- 
rate targets. TV viewers around the world have seen the 


damage done to the Starbucks world headquarters. 

Boeing, the leader of the military-industrial complex, 
was shaken and was denied all electricity. In what is 
hoped to be divinatory karma, Boeing, without any power 
left to it, was forced to cease all operations and go home. 

Finally, Microsoft's Bill Gates was also a target. The 
earthquake was timed to go off just as Gates approached 
a podium to give a speech. When the 
quake started, he was reportedly jumped 
and knocked over by his own security 
people "trying to protect him." The sym- 
bolism here is mixed and complex. 

The anarchists did not spare the insti- 
tutions of government. Washington 
Governor Gary Locke, whose proposed bud- 
get cuts funding for low-income services, 
is now experiencing life as a homeless 
person himself. The governor's mansion 
has been closed for safety reasons in the 
wake of the quake. 

Seattle Mayor Paul Schell reacted swiftly 
to the earthquake. In consultation with 
Governor Locke, he declared a state of 
emergency. A 50-square-block area of 
downtown Seattle has been declared a 
"No Earthquake Zone" and police have orders to use tear 
gas, pepper spray and rubber bullets on any earthquake 
trying to enter the area. The earthquake's closure of the 
King County Courthouse, however, promises to hinder 
any attempts at enforcement. 

"Seattle has always been an open city, but we will no 
longer tolerate rogue natural elements coming to our 
town just to cause trouble," said Mayor Schell. 

"Gaia can really kick major corporate butt when She 
puts her mind to it," was the response from one Green 
Fire organizer who was hoping for another "shaker" 
action at the FTAA meeting in Quebec. 
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Operation Dessert Storm Kicks Off 


COMPILED BY AGENT APPLE 

World Bank Prez Creamed 

The Arctic Baking Brigade pied the 
President of the World Bank, James D. 
Wolfensohn, on March 29 in Finland. 
Wolfensohn was starting his press con- 
ference when two soya-cream pies at- 
tacked him. They landed on his face. He 
seemed a bit surprised, but then said: 
"Mmm. Tastes good but I'm on a diet." 

"We managed to cancel the press con- 
ference. It's hard to give an impression 
of a respected economic leader with 
your face covered in soya-cream," said 
the Brigade's deputy commander 
Marzipan, who was honored to throw 
the first pie in Finnish history. Deputy 
commander Pomada threw the second 
pie and scored also, even though she 
had to throw her pie from a few meters 
away. Deputy commanders Nonpareils 
and Carda-mom successfully covered 
for them. 

"Pies are thebest way of communicat- 
ing with these totally undemocratic or- 
ganizations like the World Bank. So the 
case is closed as far as the police are 
concerned. But for us, this is just a begin- 
ning," the group said in its press release. 

Despite Wolfensohn declining to press 
charges, the Finnish prime minister's 
office later filed an official criminal com- 
plaint against the two entarteurs. 

Wolfensohn expressed his frustration 
that "these types of non-governmental 
organizations find it so easy to play their 
little games, when out in the field people 
are dying of poverty. This sort of thing 
really enrages me." 

This event marked a special moment in 


the history of the global pastry uprising, as 
it completed the Holy Trinity of 
entartement: the heads of the World Bank, 
International Monetary Fund and World 
Trade Organization have all been pied. 

Swedish Minister Splattered 

During the traditional walk through 
the streets of Stockholm on April 6, two 
members of the Stockholm Pie Brigade 
attacked the Finance Minister Bosse 
Ringholm. The activists managed to 
throw not one, but two pies in the 
surprised minister's face. 

Stockholm Pie Brigade writes in a 
press release that the aim of the attack 
was to "draw attention to the forth- 
coming protests in Gothenburg against 
the so-called 'social democracies' and 
their neoliberal actions both in Europe 
and globally." 

"We wanted to do something fun. It's 
a symbolic action, it shows that the 
responsible have a face and a name," 
one of the two activists commented to 
Arbetaren, (the official paper of SAC, 
Sweden's revolutionary anarcho-syndi- 
calist union). 

According to the group, the attack 
was part of the international initiative 
"Operation Dessert Storm." The ini- 
tiative comes from activists that 
strongly sympathize with the interna- 
tional pie-throwing network Biotic 
Baking Brigade. 

Those Rascally Swedes 

Three EU-friendly Swedish federal 
politicians were attacked with cream 
pies on March 6 at the beginning of a 
debate about Swe-den's EU policies in 
the university town 
of Lund. The Syndi- 
calist Youth Federa- 
tion in Lund has 
taken responsi-bility 
for the action, while 
the politicians have 
complained loudly 
about their dry- 
cleaning bills! 

"Someone had to 
do something to get a 
debate started. EU is a 
deeply undemocratic 
5 organisation and all of 
us who are critical to 
the heart of the 


project, capitalism, have almost no plat- 
form at all in the debate that is only 
about small changes to the system," 
said one of the entarteurs. 



corporate rule means prosperity for all!" 


Cabinet Pudding for Short 

Clare Short, Britain's International 
Development Secretary, was custard- 
pied on March 5 in recognition of 
her disservice to the world's poor. 

Just Desserts, or Dim ond Cwstard 
in Welsh, pied her when she visited 
Bangor in northwest Wales. She was 
delivering a lecture on globaliza- 
tion at the University of Wales, when 
three local patisseristas presented 
her with custard pies in Short-crust 
pastry, made with fair-trade bananas 
and local organic ingredients. Short 
is believed to be the first govern- 
ment minister on Earth to have re- 
ceived a special Cabinet Pudding. 

Baked to a new recipe, the pies 
have been christened the Short-crust 
Bananas Turnover, to mark both the 
minister's political volte-face and 
the madness of her current global- 
ization policies. Short was doubt- 
less pleased to note that after the 
pie-ing there was a marked Trickle- 
Down Effect, as her clothes were 
enriched by the same commodities 
which had been imported into her 
face. 

Agent Cwstard commented, 
"Clare Short's bananas policies are 
flying in the face of ministerial 
promises to help the world's poor 
and protect the environment. Our 
alternative flan of action involves 
policies which stick while distrib- 
uting the fruits of the global 
economy to those who are most 
deserving." Indeed. 



May-Jutie 2001 Earth First! Page 63 



Alligators Swamp Suburbs 

A record drought has forced hundreds of amorous and 
thirsty alligators out of the swamps and into the canals and 
ponds of suburban southeast Florida. So many have fled the 
swamps that the Seminole tribe — traditional protectors of 
the Everglades and its wildlife — set up a hotline to find the 
roaming reptiles. 

The service has logged 175 reports of alligators wandering 
the suburbs. 

"Alligators have found themselves in need of water 
and therefore have left their habitat," the tribe's spokes- 
man, Chuck Malkus, said. "It is now spring and it's the 
mating season for alligators. Typically they will mate on 
the waterline." 

The students on the hotline call trappers licensed to 
remove the "nuisance" creatures and release them deep into 
the Everglades. And they warn callers to not try feeding the 
strays. "Animals will not know the difference between the 
food and the hand that is feeding it," Malkus said. 

Southeast Florida has five million people and 500 miles of 
waterways, canals and lakes in dense suburbs covering what 
was once part of the Everglades. 

Human Remains for Sale 

Two women have been arrested 
in Moldova for selling meat, 
which tests revealed to be human 
remains. A customer reported the 
women to police after buying the 
meat, which they were selling in 
plastic bags outside a butcher's 
shop in downtown Chisinau. 

The women, whose names were 
not released, told police that they 
acquired the meat from a state 
cancer clinic in Chisinau. Police 
said they did not want to immediately make an official 
statement because they did not want to create public panic. 

Moldova, a former Soviet Republic, is among the poorest 
countries in Europe, with an average monthly salary of $30. 
Many of the 4.5-million inhabitants, especially in rural 
areas, are paid in crops and other objects. 

Troublesome Tumbleweeds 

In one way or another, waste products always seem to be 
giving scientists pause for thought. Two years ago in Britain, 
for example, pigeons that had visited contaminated build- 
ings at the Sellafield Nuclear Complex were found to be 
concentrating radioactivity in their droppings on the nearby 
village of Seascale. Now, another unlikely suspect is at the 
center of a radiation scare in the US. 

In the mid-1990s, staff at the Idaho National Engineering 
and Environmental Laboratory (INEEL) noticed that stray 
tumbleweeds had an alarming ability to clear the laboratory's 
two-meter-high perimeter fence, blow into wastewater 
ponds, wash up on shore and blow out again. A two-year 
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study has revealed that tumbleweeds are responsible for 
spreading a total of 66 megabecquerels of radiation over 
a 32-hectare area. The risk to humans, we are assured, is 
minimal, but the INEEL have nevertheless taken appro- 
priate action. "They've now made the fence higher and 
they go out and collect tumbleweeds and bury them," 
said a spokesperson. 


Head Transplant Triggers Frankenstein Fears 

A new brain could be available in the future. A controver- 
sial operation to transplant the whole head of a monkey 
onto a different body has proved a partial success, and the 
scientist behind it wants to do the same thing to humans. 

Professor Robert White, from Cleveland, Ohio, trans- 
planted a whole monkey’s head onto another monkey's 
body. The animal survived for some time after the opera- 
tion. White raised the possibility that it could be used to 
treat people paralyzed and unable to use their limbs, and 
whose bodies, rather than their brains, were diseased. 

He said that in the experiment, his team had been able to 
"transplant the brain as a sepa- 
rate organ into an intact animal 
and maintain it in a viable, or 
living situation for many days." 

That, he said, meant the mon- 
key was conscious and that it 
could see, hear, taste and smell 
because the nerves were left in- 
tact in the head. 

He admitted that it could ap- 
pear "grotesque," but said there 
had been ethical considerations 
throughout the history of organ 
transplants. 


A 10,000 pound saguaro cactus obliterates a brand new 
SUV in a solidarity action with the Earth Liberation Front. 


It's a Bird, It's a Plane: 
No, It's a Flying Tree Seedling! 

Looking skyward for a solution to the global warm- 
ing plight, Moshe Alamaro, a researcher at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, has developed an 
aerial forestation system — dropping tree seedlings from 
airplanes as an effective way to plant trees in massive 
quantities. Alamaro believes that dropping tree seed- 
lings from planes could become an inexpensive way to 
reintroduce greenery to barren areas. The seedlings 
would be enclosed in aerodynamically shaped biode- 
gradable canisters, which would reach the ground at 
nearly 150 mph and plant themselves. 

Planting trees in industrialized countries is expen- 
sive. Under Alamaro's scheme, power companies from 
developed countries could sponsor the planting of 
trees in developing countries where land is inexpen- 
sive. One sponsor thus far: Lockheed Martin, the 
defense contractor that manufactures military trans- 
port airplanes. 




A book/music review of Sounding Off! Music as 
Subversion/Resistance/Revolution and related rantings. 


by Hoot Owl 

Sounding Off! Music as Subversion/Resistance/Revolu- 
tion and accompanying music CD, edited by Ron Sakolsky and 
Fred Wei-han Ho, published by Autonomedia, POB 568, 
Williamsburgh Station, Brooklyn, NY 11211-0568, USA. 

You are sitting around a crackling campfire with the heat 
pulsing off your face. Your gaze alternates between the 
liquid gold-orange and blue of the wood's flames and the 
other lit-up faces around the circle. The star-filled bowl of 
the sky arches. Songs are being sung; the blockade's lockdown 
chain around your wrist is your percussive contribution. 
And at this moment you're really living it. You grin at the 
cliche but feel it anyway. You're living the resistance. 

Your face is pressed against a metal bench. It's wide 
enough to lie down and close your burning eyes, catch a 
wink, but it's skinny enough to push you off onto the 
concrete floor when the twitches of deep sleep approach. 
Yeah, prison. The cop chase scrolls around and around in 
your head, like the verses of the chant you shout-sing. You 
belt it out. Cells have great acoustics. 

You pop the tape in. Not expecting it, time travel ensues. 
That tingly vertigo of deja vu that only an old familiar tune 
brings. The flood of memory — that job in the bottle factory 
where people laughed a lot anyway, places you hiked and 
lost, the loves and sex, a burned bridge, the taste of sauerkraut 
(for this moment, things aren't about making sense). 

Music is the heartbeat of our lives, whatever story we live 
out. When songs combine with struggle, power crackles in 
the air. Even in the most insidiously revisionist his-story 
books, we can strain and hear revolutionary music's melody 


through time. Where there's a fight, there's a soundtrack. 
Not Hollywood drivel, but sound that tracks our course. 

Sounding Off! 

In American colonial times through the end of the (more 
overt) plantations-of-slavery days, African songs not only 
helped sing through the hard work of the fields, but were 
also utilized as a means of subversive communication — 
one the white masters could not understand. This is the 
essence of music as resistance, and no matter the time or 
place we study, we will find it humming along. Music is a 
language older than words. 

"There was a time in American history where the guerril- 
las of African-American culture were jazz musicians. They 
fought using their instruments; they connected our minds, 
our spirits, our souls, through instrumentation, through 
improvisation, through the musicality of what they were 
doing," Rogerio BotterMaio jams out in the song "So Isso." 

You will find insights like this and much more in Ron 
Sakolsky and Fred Wei-han Ho's anthology of musical 
resistance: Sounding Off! Music as Subversion/Resistance/Revo- 
lution. Some of the articles worthy of mention: an interview 
with EF!er/Wobbly/bane of the FBI's existence, Judi Bari, 
plus the lyrics to Darryl Cherney's song "Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?"; an interview with pow-wow hiphop musician Robby 
Bee of Boyz from the Rez; a piece exploring Latino power and 
the incite-ful evolution of salsa music as la alma del barrio 
(the soul of the barrio); an exploration of aboriginal women 
musicians; world beat music's infiltration of the western 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
world and the connected issues of cultural appro- 
priation; as well as rap and resistance. Contribu- 
tors include Robin Balliger, Susan Parenti, Billy 
Bragg, Negativland and many more. 

Chock full of documentation, inspiration and 
analysis on radical music's place historically and in 
the present, Sounding Off! will read well for anyone 
who has ever liked a song or hummed a little ditty, 
lived in a tree village to stop clearcutting or helped 
kick a toxic waste facility out of their community. 
I recommend giving it at least a flip-through. 


A CD, composed of an eclectic mix of musical 
styles, also accompanies the book. Negativland 
has a funky splice track with their characteristic 
copyright-infringement, an amusing slag-off of 
U2 and the corpo-pop music industry. Kalamu Ya 
Salaam and the book's co-editor Fred Ho share a 
jazzy spoken word song that begins, "Be careful 
what evils you tolerate." The "Condom Couch" 
song by Carol Genetti — piqued your interest yet? 

While the Earth burns, there is not much time 
for reading the zillion books we'd like to, so I also 
suggest that people simply listen to the musical 
accompaniment to the book. Get the written 
text's sentiments via tonal beat. Then use the 
time you saved to go out and do something for the 
Earth, by day, by night, or hell, during those 
transitional purple-gray gloaming periods. 

From Sounding Offl's preface: "Come all you 


guerrilla musicians: Native Warriors and Trick- 
sters; Creoles and Majority-World Revolutionar- 
ies; Womynist Sisterhoods and Riot Girrrlz; Chaos 
Magicians and Spiritual Monkeywrenchers; Punks, 
Hiphoppers and Ravers; Surrealists, Noisicians 
and Plunderphiles; Socialists, Anarchists, Utopi- 
ans and all the vibrant and complex radical hy- 
brids therein. We are gathered here together in all 
our subversive beauty and marvelous diversity, 
and... Music is our bomb!" 

"Guerrillas are those who know their power to 
make something out of nothing. The type of 
people that when the tables are turned against 
them, they create turntables, you know, and spin 
back history, cut it up, redefine it... Hiphop has 
the power to affect consciousness, to change the 
way people think. All that's necessary is for an MC 
to realize his/her power within the art form. To 
realize that once you say something over a break 
beat it has the power to enter people in ways that 
have been unimaginable in the past. Hiphop has 
the power to be the most powerful guerrilla war- 
fare imaginable," speaks Tera-13 and 
Fun'da'mental over the beats. 

Published by Autonomedia in 1995, Sounding 
Off! is only becoming more relevant and timely 
alongside the growing interest on many fronts in 
linking-up diverse issues with diverse tactics. A 
thorough analysis and appreciation of music's 
place in the toolbox of revolutionary tactics is 
sorely needed, and this book/CD combo makes an 
important and noteworthy stab at it. 

If You Think You Can't Sing 

Folk troubadour Woody Guthrie proclaimed, "I 
hate a song that makes you think that you are not 
any good. I am out to fight those songs to my very 
last breath of air and my last drop of blood. I am 
out to sing songs that will prove to you that this 
is your world, songs that make you take pride in 
yourself and in your work. I could hire out to the 
other side, the big money side, and get several 
dollars every week just to quit singing my own 
kind of songs and to sing the kind that knock you 
down still farther... but I decided a long time ago 
that I'd starve to death before I'd sing any such 
songs as that. The radio waves and your movies 
and your jukeboxes and your songbooks are al- 
ready loaded down and running over with such 
no good songs as that anyhow." 

Music and fighting for life go hand in hand. The 
impulse to sing is the same that liberates a caged 
animal. Likewise, both resistance and instrumen- 
tation give us the confidence to believe in our- 
selves and the strength to live our lives, not to 
mention a foot-tappin' goshdarn good ol' time. 

The vocal chord is a muscle, and for what's 
ahead of us in defending the Earth and freedom 
itself, we need to train. To tone. If you think you 
can't sing, can you charge through a line of police 
or build a house? 
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We can't just sing away oppression. No, it's gonna take 
much more than that, and it's gonna be cacophonous and 
bloody. It already is. But song surely resonates as one tool 
available to us, a vital expression of our love and rage. 

So make funny, embarrassing noises to yourself in an 
alone place. There is no such thing as "out of tune." 
Stretch your throat and sing as high as you can go, now as 
deep and low. Find your voice. Watch the growth of one 
day, a week, a lifetime. 

The FBI may have stolen Judi Bari's fiddle as "evidence" 
after a car bomb ripped through her, but they could never 
get to the songs in her head and heart. We always have our 
songs, our memories, even if our instruments are broken 
or seized. 

You, me, our co-conspirators around the world — we are 
part of something brewing, and it's been a long time 
coming. The chorus of our voices is a song that makes the 
eardrums of authority burst. From the Infernal Noise Bri- 
gade anarchist marching band in the streets of Seattle (and 


Prague) to our incredible Earth First! music, we really will 
be singing when we're winning. 

As Judi sang in the bluesy "The FBI Stole My Fiddle," 
"They said my strings was fuses. My bow it was the light. 
Down inside my fiddle hole, I stashed my dynamite. So 
when I stroke my fuse strings with my fiddle bow, you'd 
better run for cover because the fiddle might just blow." 

Music is our bomb. 

Tick, tick, tick, tick, tick, tick, tick... 

Comments, critiques, requests for radical songs, and good or 
bad jokes can be sent to Hootenanny Songbook, POB 1228, 
Tucson, AZ 85702; (510) 698-2039 ext. 2863 (voice/fax); 
hootenanny@tao.ca. 

Parts of this article were originally published in Hoote- 
nanny — A Songbook of Radical Campfire Songs. See ad 
on page 68. The "So Isso" and Tera-13 songs can be found 
on the album Global Guerrillas, available with Blu Maga- 
zine issue #10. 
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ootenanny is a radical ’zine-style songbook of camp- 
fire/frontlines songs from many diverse campaigns and 
movements. 

A good number of the songs are Earth First! tunes that 
can be found on lots of the albums offered through the EFf ^ 
Journal. There are also lots of social justice style ditties, - 
from Anna Mae to Abner Louima. ,6*S£SI!S|ii 

Most importantly, there are songs in this bookthaF^; 
you won’t find recorded anywhere but ’round a fire, oa a 
forest road blockade or on the back of a freight tHi B^ 
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Voices from the Ecological Resistance 
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Lay the proud usurpers low! 
Tyrants fall in every foe! 
Liberty's in every blow! 

Let us do, or die! 


MERCHANDISE 


name: 


address: 


size 


Description 


color 


Hootenanny Songbook 


all prices foreign orders add 15% | 
include shipping! i 1 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

phone: Card# 

e-mail: Exp. date (month/year) 

O CHECK HERE FOR A FREE FULL MERCHANDISE CATALOG 
Mail to: EF! Merchandise, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 
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International Incidentwith Desert Rat 


We love the boys in blue here at the Journal. That’s 
why we endorse Desert Rat’s song, I Really Like the 
Cops. Find this tune, Eugene the Amrchist, When the 
Tear Gas Fills the Sky and many more on International 
Incident. This album is a sprint down memory lane of 
the Battle in Seattle and its aftermath. Find Desert Rat’s 
songs in the Hootenanny Songbook'. g 

CD— $17 I 


NEW MUSIC! 









The Wild Rockies Summer 
Direct Action Tour 

If your summer looks dull come on over to the largest 
intact ecosystem in the lowers 48 states and help us 
make sure it stays that way by taking part in the Wild 
Rockies Summer Direct Action Tour. We will kick things 
off with a regional rendezvous at the Cove/Mallard 
basecamp in central Idaho from June 8-11. 

There will be music, workshops, beer, free food and 
fun for all those attending. Our summer and fall 
schedule is designed to bring attention to the threats 
that face the Wild Rockies Ecosystem. Free food and 
transportation will be provided for the willing activist. 

•June 8-11: Wild Rockies Rendezvous at the Cove/ 
Mallard basecamp. 

•June 12-July 2: Direct Action to stop the Otter- 
Wing and Mackey Day Timber Sales in the Wing- 
Twentymile Roadless area. 

•July 3-18: EF! Rendezvous near the Tetons in WY. 
Confronting oil and gas leases as well as Idaho Na- 
tional Engineering Laboratory. 

•July 19-25: Confronting Boise Cascade at its inter- 
national headquarters in Boise, Idaho. 

•July 26-August 20: Rock Mine in Kootnie National 
Forest (NW Montana). This proposed mine would 
destroy critical grizzly habitat and would tunnel under 
the Cabinet-Yaak wilderness area. 

•August 21 -September 5: A massive salvage sale that 
is in the draft stages that would log 180 million board 
feet and rebuild to modern standard 600 miles of road 
in the Bitterroot National Forest. 

•September 6-October 10: Stone Container in French 
Town, Montana. The pulp mill which pollutes the 
Missoula valley area is now burning 1 7,000 gallons of 
diesel fuel to save money on electricity. Actions will 
focus on that fact and eliminating the use of toxic 
chemical in production. 

•As always we could use help with funds and gear. 
For more information, contact Wild Rockies EF!, POB 
1742, Missoula, MT 59806; (406) 728-2318; 
wrreview@bigsky.net. 


2001 Forest Activist Conference 
Bioregional Awareness as a Strategy for 
Forest Protection 
May 18-20 

Southern Oregon University campus 
Ashland, Oregon 

Students, activists and community members are 
collaborating with the Ecology Center of the Siskiyous 
(ECOS) to host the 2001 Forest Activist Conference at 
Southern Oregon University. The conference will con- 
sist of three days of keynote speakers, panel presenta- 
tions, break out sessions, workshops and hands-on 
activities. We will create a forum to share diverse 
tactics and opinions to learn to protect wild forests 
from ongoing destructive practices. Although the con- 
ference will highlight the Klamath-Siskiyou and south 
Cascades region, strategies will be applicable to other 
ecoregions and communities. 

Topics to be addressed include state of the move- 
ment, bioregionalism in an era of globalization, NEPA 
workshops, industrial wreckreation on public lands, 
ecosystem restoration, salmon issues, media literacy, 
labor alliances, wilderness education and much more. 
Outside activities will include hands-on restoration, 
direct action training, timber sale monitoring and 
natural history hikes. 

For draft agenda and registration, contact (541) 
552-8512; mariposa@envirocitizen.com; www.sou.edu/ 
su/ecos. 
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Peoples Global Action 

North American Meeting 
Tune 1 —3 • Amherst, Massachusetts 


PGA is an umbrella network of 
grassroots organizations worldwide 
that are building alternatives to neo- 
liberal policies. Last September, PGA 
held an international meeting of con- 
tinental convenors in Prague, Czech 
Republic. This meeting was in con- 
junction with the protests against the 
IMF and World Bank meetings there, 
as part of the call that PGA put out for 
the Global Day of Action Against Capi- 
talism on September 26. Convenors, 
representing peoples' grassroots move- 
ments around the world, met to dis- 
cuss PGA's goals for the future. 

From this meeting emerged a plan 
for two sustained global actions: 

a) building a movement to stop Plan 
Colombia, and 

b) linking the struggles of people to 
reclaim our water and land rights. 

The next international PGA meet- 
ing will be in Cochabamba, Bolivia, 


in September 2001. Participants will 
further define and develop strategies' 
and tactics for the two sustained global 
actions, and discuss how to further 
continue to locally build, and globally 
link, positive resistance to capitalism. 
Prior to this meeting there will be a 
North American meeting called by the 
Tampa Bay Action Group of Florida, 
and the Anti-Capitalist Convergence 
of Montreal-Quebec (Convergence des 
Luttes Anti-Capitalistes-CLAC) — the 
two temporary co-conveners for North 
America. 

Those organizations interested in 
having a voice on the organizing 
committee for the North American 
PGA meeting should contact 
pgarequest@riseup.net (please in- 
clude only the word "subscribe" with- 
out quotes in body of the letter) 

For more info on Peoples Global Ac- 
tion go to www.agp.org. 


PGA — US Bus Tour 
Tentative dates: April 20 
i through June 22 

The tour will also discuss the 
privatization of water and land and 
how Plan Colombia is being used to 
consolidate resources for the large 
multinational corporations. From the 
Use of genetically engineered defoli- 
ants in Colombia, to the attempts to 
destroy the U'wa people, to the racial 
discrimination against Black farmers 
in the US and their fight for land 
rights — are there links? Come hear 
and learn. 

If you want the tour to stop by in 
your area or to register for the North 
American meeting or the Cochabamba 
^meeting, contact the Tampa Bay Ac- 
tion Group at (727) 896-8224; 
oneworldnow@att.net. 



Support Direct Action 
in the Sierra Nevada 

Memorial Weekend, May 25-29 

Come support the first direct action campaign in the 
Sierra Nevada. Five days of great workshops in the 
beautiful evergreen forests of Northern California. Plan 
to be self-sufficient and expect spring rains, cold nights 
and warm days. Please keep pets at home. Approxi- 
mately three hours northeast of Sacramento, California. 


For directions and details, contact (530) 265-7714; 
sierraef@hotmail.com; www.geocities.com/sierraef. 
Come bodyslam Sierra Pacific Industries' clearcutting 
rampage in the Sierra Nevada! 


Send Candy Bars (or More) 
to the Mattole Defenders 

On Democracy Now this a.m. [4/10/01], Amy 
Goodman discussed Pacific Lumber's (PL) SLAPP suit 
against NCEF!, the Mattole Forest Defenders, and 
John and Jane Does #1-200. Amy and her guest made 1 
the point that PL has allegedly promised to include as 
SLAPP suit defendants anyone who sends so much as 
a chocolate bar to the Mattole Forest Defenders! 

We have an unprecedented opportunity to support the 
Mattole Forest Defenders, join the growing Doe family, 
and get a chance to participate in discovery motions and 
recovery of damages against PL for their efforts to sup- 
press freedom of speech and freedom of assembly — all 
for the price of a (vegan/organic/shade-grown/ non- 
plantation/living wage) candy bar. What a deal! 

To participate in this unique opportunity to support 
forest defense, endangered fisheries and our basic free- 
doms, just send the Mattole Forest Defenders your con- 
tributions... with vegan organic candy bars costing about 
$3.50 at the local co-op. As little as $4.00 can secure your 
place in the Doe family album. Send to Mattole Forest 1 
Defenders, POB 28, Areata, CA 95518. Of course, contri- 
butions well in excess of $4.00 are even better! 
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the swiftness of deer 
the vision of eagje 
the strength of bear 
the sureness of cougar 
the stealth of snake 
the wildness of wolf 


guide these steps of mine, 
my hand as it releases 
these flames of life’s hope 
towards that which would 
destroy us all... 


YOMtioz ofi the YOind 

Marco Camenish was born in Switzerland in 1953. 
After living in the mountains in contact with nature for 
years, he decided to take radical action in defense of the 
environment. In 1975, the Swiss ecological movement 
started a large campaign against nuclear power. Several 
bomb attacks and acts of sabotage were carried out on 
high velocity train towers, the NOK electricity com- 
pany, the Sarelli hydroelectric company and other 
similar targets. In 1980, the police busted Camenish 
and his comrade Rene Moser. 

Some time later, Camenish and five others escaped 
from prison. During the jailbreak, he killed a police- 
man in self-defense. Living underground in Italy, 
Camenish continued his subversive activities, but was 
recaptured on November 5, 1991. Since 1993, he has 
gone on hunger strike many times asking for better 
conditions for himself and other prisoners. He contin- 
ues writing and exchanging information from prison 
while awaiting his extradition back to Switzerland. 

"The living dead just understand the language 
of money, of the rich, of power, of the law. 

To those kind of people we can say: 

As we know that you listen to weapons, that you don't 
understand any other language, 

We decided that it's necessary to shoot 
the weapons at you. 

[Resignation and fear is complicity! 

[Against the resignation, think the impossible! 
[Against the fear, learn to be brave!" 

— Marco Camenish 

Please write to support this committed eco-warrior. 
He can read and write in Italian, French, Swiss, Spanish 
and some English. 

Marco Camenish 
Viale dei Trigli 14 
13900 Biella 
Italy 


The Nomadic Festival 2001 

Calling all nomads, freaks, clowns, activ- 
ists, performers and general riff raff to The 
Nomadic Festival 2001. 

We start this year off at the Earth First! 
RRR. Days of free skool are coupled with 
nights of performances as we travel around 
North America to topple capitalism. 

For more info call 1-800-3RINGPP code 
0241; nomadsrus@disinfo.net. 


ELF Press Office Needs 
Your Help Now 

Tlie ELF Press Office was raided again by the 
teds (.see page 24 ). We desperately need some com- 
puter hardware, software and supplies to keep the 
office functioning. Please contact us if you can help. 
Contact or send donations to the North American 
ELF Press Office, (503) 478-0902; 

elfpress@tao.ca; \v\\wv:earthhberatioiif : ront.com.. 
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John Glass Sighting in 
Bozeman, Montana 

"John Glass," the infamous campaign infiltrator and 
saboteur, was sighted in Bozeman, Montana, on April 8. 
He was staying at a youth hostel and driving a black Toyota 
pickup with camper shell and Oregon plates. He was 
confronted by Mike Meese of the Buffalo Field Campaign. 
John gave him a ski instructor ID with the name Brian... 
something. He wanted to fight about it. He left the bar, 
went outside and made a quick radio or cell phone call. 

His other known aliases are: John Glass, Jason Hammel, 
David Farquar, David M. West, Turquoise, SunRay, John 
West, Rew or Andrew Stines. 

He is a poisoner, thief, pathological liar, rumor spreader 
and accomplished scammer. He knows more than he should 
about people and events and uses such information to 
establish credibility. He's a name-dropper and often poses as 
a medic and may have some military first aid training. 

He's5'7"orso. 180-200 lbs. Stocky build. 27-30 years old. 
Brown eyes, thin, scraggly brown hair. Thin mustache, 
"peach fuzz." Olive skin tone. "Steal Your Face" tattoo on 
right shoulder above T-shirt line. 

Establish and practice good security culture. All commu- 
nities should have a plan for how to deal with infiltrators/ 
disrupters (for more info on security culture, see EF!J 
March- April 2001). All campaigns should be warned of his 
method of operation, as there are others like him who have 
or will use similar methods. "Glass" has poisoned some- 
one; he is dangerous. Do not leave him alone. Confront him 
and actively deal with him. 


unities 


‘I envy the bears who shit in the woods. At least they have cut out the charming middle- 
men profiteering off our need to cleanse our funky behinds.” 

— Kalamu Ya Salaam & Fred Ho, in the song "The Murder of Amilcar Cabral" 

from the Sounding Off! book cd 
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Prisoner Support: They Are in There for Us 


Ecodefense 

•Jeremiah Rush Bowen, #108016, DCC. 1140 East 10 Rd, 
Delta, CO 81416. Serving two years for the arson of a 
townhouse in Boulder, Colorado, to the summer of 2000. 
•Jeffrey Luers, #1306729, 101 W 5th St, Eugene, OR 97401 . 
AKA Free. Awaiting trial (May 30) on 1 1 charges relating to 
two arsons in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Craig Marshall, c/o FCLDC, POB 50263, Eugene, OR 
97405. AKA Critter. Serving a five-and-a-half year sen- 
tence for conspiracy to commit arson and possession of 
unlawful devices. f 

•Ted Kaczyttski, #04475-046, US Pen - Admin Max Facility, 
POB 8500, Florence, CO 81226. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Carswell, POB 27137 
Admin Max Unit, Fort Worth, TX 76127. Serving 27 years 
for robbing a bank and then setting the money on fire 
while reading out a statement denouncing greed, capital- 
ism and the destruction of the environment. 

•Lee Himlin EX7748 HMP Perry Hoad, Sherwood, 
Nottingham, N65 3AG, England. On remand for criminal 
damage to quarrying equipment at the Nine Ladies quarry. 
•Silvano Pellissero, Com. Mastrolierto, Via Ferrerinoli #2, 
Sanponso, 10080 Torino, Italy. Serving Six years and eight 
months for allegedly sabotaging a rail line construction 
site in the Northern Italian Alps. Silvano reads French, 
Spanish and Italian (not English). 

•Marco Camenish, Viale dei Trigli 14, 13900 Biella, Italy 
(see page 73). 


Anti-capitalist 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, 777 Stanton St, Ontario, 
OR 97914. Rob threw a rock at a cop in self-defense at the 
1 999 Eugene J 1 8 Reclaim the Streets and received a severe 
seven-year sentence as part of a "mandatory minimum" 
sentence. 

•Michael Collins, FR6303, HMP Elmley, Church Road, 
Eastchurch, Sheerness, Kent, ME 12 4AY, England (two years). 
•Jonathan Elliot, FT 10TT, HMPPetonville, Caledonian Road 
London, N7 STT, England (six months, due out soon). 
•Garfield Marcus Gabbard, FT9062, HMP Pentonville, 
Caledonian Road, London, N7, England. Garfield is 
expecting a seven-year prison sentence for setting fire 
to a police van during the N30 demonstrations. 


Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-53S5, Unit I/A 10745 Route 18, 
Albion, PA 16475-0002. Serving 35-75 years for helping 
ship arms to Central American resisters. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048. An American Indian Movement (AIM) activist 
serving two life sentences, having been framed for the 
murder of two FBI agents. 

•Robert Wilson #640289, Pack Unit 1, 2400 Wallace 
Pack Rd, Navasota, TX 77869. In 1978 Robert (a.k.a. 
Standing Deer) exposed a government plot to assassi- 
nate Leonard Peltier. His reward was life in prison. 
•Lenny Chavez, POB 28703, Oakland, CA 94694. Lenny 
is an AIM activist who defended himself and his family 
from an armed racist. Lenny disarmed his attacker by 
stabbing him with a pen knife. Lenny was jailed for 
attempted murder. ' / i| . i| 


Animal Liberation 

•Mel Broughton, DJ8216, HMP The Mount, 

Avenue, Bovingdon, Herael Hempstead, HP30 
Serving four years for conspiracy to cause exp 
•Barry Horne, VC2141, HMP Belmarsh, W 
Thamesmead, London SE280EB, England. Ser 
for various anti-vivisection arsons and attem 
•Mark Kulsdom, Blegdamfejens Faengsel, 1 
6, 2200 Copenhagen N, Denmark. Dutch 
serving 10 months for releasing 8,000 min 
farm in Denmark, 

•Robert Molenaar, Blegdamfejens Faengsel, 

6, 2200 Copenhagen N, Denmark. Dutch ALF activist 
serving 10 months for releasing 8,000 mink from a fur farm 
in Denmark. 

•Geert Waegemans, Begijnestraat 42 2000 Antwerp, Bel- 
gium. On remand. Charged with various arsons against the 
meat industry and McDonald's restaurants. 


losions. 


7), Janet Holloway Africa 
(006309), SCI Cambridge 
abridge Springs, PA 1 6403- 


Charles Simms Africa 
244, Grateford, PA 


Delbert Orr Africa 
lias, PA 18612. 


The EF!J offers free subscriptions to prisoners. Due to the high cost of mailing, we must request that prisoners and 
prison support groups/individuals keep us up-to-date when there is an address change so that we don't waste postage. 
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International EF ! Directory 


There is an international Earth First! 
web page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd via Dalby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 
(250) 703-6312; fax (419) 858-9065 
naalfpo@tao.ca 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, '2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 


Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South Street, St. Andrews, Fife 
KY16 9Q, 01334- 477411 
FINLAND 
Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sci.fi 

EF! Finland 

tristan@iki.fi, tristantrefoil@iki.fi 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01 40 95 09 06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Avalon 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 Bihar, 

Post Box 229 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 


44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 

Slobodna Altemativa 
.Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 

82-2-747-8500, fax 82-2-766-4180 

environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. A. 

Curuxa, J. B., Xelmirer J 

Campus Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195 


1030 Keefer St, Vancouver, BC V6A 1Z1 

(604) 682-3269 x6144 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao 

Netherlands Antilles 

fax 599-9-4616256 

falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@ecn . cz 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Ctr 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

+(420) 2 781-0849; fax 781-67-27 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 
00 353 61 313308 
ENGLAND 

Over 50 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the “United 
Kingdom. " There are also a number of other 
anarchist/revolutionary groups and projects. 
For a list or for general news from the UK, 
contact: 

EF! Action Update 
PO Box 1TA, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
NE99 1TA, 0797-4791841 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 255 Wilmslow Road, 
Manchester M14 5LW 
0161-226 6814 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Leeds EF! c/0 CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113 262 9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 


POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

groenfr@dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1632 Tagig, M. Mia. 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 
tel/fax +48 33 (8)183153 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 
91-038, Lodz; +48 42 653-38-16 
goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 

Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 

tel/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 

ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

www.ecodefense.ru; 

www.ecoline.ru/antinudear 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 

+7 (09131) 4 15 14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 


UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 

Projects & 
Campaigns 

Bioengineering Action Network 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

North American Earth Liberation 

Prisoners Support Network 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

naelpsn@yahoo.com 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 

For changes to the directory 
contact ns at: 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 3023 

Tucson, AZ 85702-3023 
(520) 620-6900 
frog@earthfirstfournal.org 
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Earth First! 


ALABAMA 

University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ALASKA 

Alaska Action Center 

(907) 56-EARTH; akaction@alaska.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542 

Wildfire Infoshop 

POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 

Riff Raff Collective 

214 n. McKormick St, Prescott, AZ 

86301 

(520) 541-9162 
Phoenix EF! 
phoenixef@excite.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 

Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Tahoe EF! 

POB 1635, Kings Beach, CA 96143 
(775) 831-7799x3378 
earthffirst@sierranevada.edu 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
hotline (707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sequoia EF! 

POB 1108, Exeter, CA 93221 
exetrade@aol.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254, fax 392-9965 
arcla@enviroweb.org 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1463, Fullerton, CA 92836 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 
www.wildernessdefense.com 


Directory 



Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 

afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050; clearwaterEF@juno.com 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! c/o CMC 
1021 W. University Ave 
Gainesville, FL 32601; (352) 373-0010 
gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616; (904) 462- 
3374 

Lake Worth EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

littleprincel@juno.com 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 719-6639 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
IDAHO 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
cove@moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 
60655; friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 

(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

The Brokedowns 

857 Illinois Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 

grozzybrokedown@hotmail.com 

INDIANA 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47402 
IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 

prairiefireef@hotmail.com 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
tyezart@y ahoo .com 
LOUISIANA 


New Orleans EF! 

(504) 561-8182; vedanta28@hotmail.com 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 
MICHIGAN 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Forests Forever 

POB 493, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So., Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 
65711 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance /Confluence 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 773-2842 

MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF!/Wi/d Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
wildrockiesreview@eti-rsp.com 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Wild Nation 

POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-2318; wrreview@bigsky.net 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 263, North Hampton, NH 03862 
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NEW IF.RSKY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
North Jersey EF! 

58 Warren Road, West Orange, NJ 07052 
(973) 731-2162; dlstraught@aol.com 
NEW MEXICO 
New Mexico Direct Action 
actionnm@yahoo.com 
NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978 

(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 

13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; 
offeditor@hotmail.com 
Vegan Noise 
Sarah Lawrence College 
1 Mead Way, Bronxville, 

NY 10708-9902 
paralipsis@crosswinds.net 
Project Harmony 
216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 
10027 

(212) 662-2878; 
haja216@aol.com 
Natural Island 
Ecocollective 
POB 237, East Setauket, NY 
11733 

naturalislandecocollective@ 
hotmail.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Rustic Revolt 
112 Barricuda St, Moyock, 

NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Balaclava Clad Distro 
Apt 64, 420 Market, 

Wilmington, NC 28401 
balaclava_clad@hotmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 
28802; (828) 285-0631 
mountainf action@cs . com 
OHI O 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, U of C, Cincinnati, OH 45221 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; 
pseudotsuga@earthlink.net 
ELF Press Office 


(503) 478-0902; elfpress@tao.ca 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Canopy Action Network 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977 
greencanopy@popmail . com 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron Earth First! 

Student Action Office, Reed College 
Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 


Racer Snake, Point Reyes National Seashore, CA 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 

adp@envirolink.org 

EF! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
(215) 727-0882x3; efphilly@envirolink.org 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French’s Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr, Whitehouse, TN 37188 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 



(865) 633-8483; 

kropotkin@hushmail.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

EF! San Antonio 

(210) 822-7646; lmgl271@netscape.net 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 
78418 

(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

HART/Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, Houston, TX 
77019; (713) 294-HOPE 
Dallas EF! 

P.O. Box 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
Rainbow Bridge EF! 

San Juan Cty, UT 

rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 

321 South Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 
23220; (804) 643-5190 
earthfirstRVA@end-war.com 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

PO Box 1891 

Charlottesville, VA 22903-0591 
(804) 971-1553; earthfirst@biogate.com 
DC Area EF! 

3614 Old Post Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 

(703) 273-8859; skulnrs@aol.com 

WASHINGTON 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity 
Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 Univ. Sq, Four Lakes-Madison, WI 
53715 

(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

Box 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
3614 Old Post Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 273-8859; skulnrs@aol.com 


May-June 2001 Earth First! Page 77 




Support the 
Earth First! Journal 
with every long distance 
call you make. 


EarthPhone 


Sign up for C.A. Affinity Long Distance and get 
top-quality service, competitive rates and the 
satisfaction of knowing that 5% of your bill goes 
to this enviro-publication each month. 

Sign up online: 

www.progressiveportal.org/affinity 

or contact Steve Freedkin at (510) 644-2778 or 
Steve@InternetAddress.com; call C.A. Affinity 
directly at (800) 670-0008 and give these codes 
to credit the Earth First! Journal: : 

Org #671050-000 Rep # 141-0142-85 


Available from www.earthfilms.org 

A powerful video about pepperspray abuse 

Outreach copys $10 plus $2.60 S&H 
send US $ to: Earth Films 
P.o Box 2198 Redway CA 95560 
PAL format available 
add $8 worldwide shipping 


FIKE 

e :vks 


I . 

- . ■ ■■ _ ... 



Free activist video catalog 
» requests by phone or email 
415-820-1635 earthfilms@havc.org 


Coming to a town near you! 
call for booking April 2001 
for non-profits groups 
we can bring a PA and 
projector and do a 50/50 
split of the door with 
your local group. We will be 
touring the US, presenting 
our movie at colleges, 
community halls, cinemas 
and the front lines 
email us for more info, 
and press packet. 


TRIE-SIT 

T he Art of Resistance 



WAKE UP! IT $ TIME TOR REVOIUTIOW 

w w vv . t r e e s i t . o r $ 


movie info, at www.treesit.org 


How‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 

... and get some free music too ? 


Subscriber Name Credit Card Orders 

Address Visa / MC (circle one) 

Card # 

y State Zip 

Country Ex P- date (month/year) — 

one O Check for a free merchandise catalog 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Phone - 


Country . 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $25 Regular Rate 
O $40 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) 

O $60 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 
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Tme, CTwcomplete & Wonderful 

'History of JWcty Day 


by Peter Linebaugh 

To the history of May Day there is a Green side and there 
is a Red side. Green is a relationship to the Earth and what 
grows thereof. Red is a relationship to other people and the 
blood spilt there among. Green designates life with only 
necessary labor; Red refuses death by surplus labor. Green 
is natural appropriation; Red is war against social expro- 
priation. Green is social utility; Red resists manufactured 
futility. Green dreams of the world that is to come; Red 
resists the world as it is. Green is nurturing; Red is struggle. 
May Day is both. 

The Green 

Once upon a time, before there was a New World Order, 
before the 21st century, a broad mantle of forests blanketed 
the Earth. As late as Caesar's time a person might travel 
through the woods for two months without gaining an 
unobstructed view of the sky. The immense forests of 
Europe, Asia, Africa and America provided the atmosphere 
with oxygen and the Earth with nutrients. Within the 
woodland ecology our ancestors did not have to work the 
graveyard shift, or to deal with flextime, or work from nine 
to five. Indeed, the Native Americans whom Captain John 
Smith encountered in 1606 
only worked four hours a 
week. The origin of May Day 
is to be found in the wood- 
land epoch. 

In Europe, as in Africa, 
people honored the woods 
in many ways. With the leaf- 
ing of the trees in spring, 
people celebrated "the fruc- 
tifying spirit of vegetation," 
to use the phrase of anthro- 
pologist J.G. Frazer. They did 
this in May, a month named 
after Maia, the mother of all 
the gods according to the 
ancient Greeks, giving birth 
even to Zeus. 

The Greeks had their sacred 
groves, the Druids their oak 
worship, the Romans had 
their games in honor of 
Floralia. In Scotland, the 
herdsmen formed circles and 
danced around fires. The Celts 
lit bonfires on hilltops to 
honor their god, Beltane. In 
theTyrol, people let their dogs 


bark and made music with pots and pans. In Scandinavia, 
fires were lit and the witches came out. 

Everywhere people "went a-Maying" by going into the 
woods and bringing back leaf bough and blossom to decorate 
their persons, homes and loved ones with green garlands. 
Outside theater was performed with characters like "Jack-in- 
the-Green" and "Queen of the May." Trees were planted. 
Maypoles were erected. Dances were danced. Music was 
played. Drinks were drunk, and love was made. Winter was 
over, spring had sprung. 

The history of these customs is complex and affords the 
student of the past with many interesting insights into the 
history of religion, gender, reproduction and village ecology. 
Take Joan of Arc, who, after her inquisitors believed she was 
a witch, was burned at the stake in May 1 43 1 . Not far from her 
birthplace, she told the judges, "There is a tree that they call 
the Ladies' Tree; others call it the Fairies' Tree. It is a beautiful 
tree, from which comes the Maypole. I have sometimes been 
to play with the young girls to make garlands for Our Lady of 
Domremy. Often I have heard the old folk say that the fairies 
haunt this tree." The paganism of Joan's heresy originated in 
the Old Stone Age when religion was animistic and shamans 
were women and men. 

Monotheism arose with the Mediterranean empires. Even 
the most powerful Roman Empire had to make deals with its 

conquered and enslaved 
peoples (syncretism). As it de- 
stroyed some customs it had 
to accept or transform others. 
Thus we have Christmas trees. 

The farmers, workers and 
child-bearers (laborers) of the 
Middle Ages had hundreds of 
holy-days which preserved the 
May Green, despite the attack 
on peasants and witches. 
Whether May Day was ob- 
served by sacred or profane 
ritual, by pagan or Christian, 
by magic or not, by straights 
or gays, by gentle or callused 
hands, it was always a celebra- 
tion of all that is free and life- 
giving in the world. That is the 
Green side of the story. 

This is an edited version of a 
piece published by the Midnight 
Notes Collective, POB 204, Ja- 
maica Plain, MA 02130. For the 
full text, which includes the Red 
side of the story, visit 
www.midnightnotes.org/ 
mayday/author.html. 
















We, who can still tiear the jaguar scream, , 

We dream of a day when all things wild will again be free. 
We long for a time when every species will be loved 
and honored equally. 

ft is a dream we may never see fulfilled. 

But in answer to our own wild hearts, 

It is a dream we will fight for 
until the day we die. 
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Late in the 20th century, 
the Monsanto Corporation 
advanced plant evolution 
into the novel GMO phase- 
la being virtually identical 
to a plant-known as a 
\Replicant or genetically 
modified organism (GMO). 

(The novel Replicants were 
superior in strength and 
pesticides, and at least 
equal in intelligence, to the 
genetic engineers who 
created them. Replicants were grown on American soil 
as industrial food and farmaceuticals in the hazardous 
(conditions caused by global climate change. 

After these novel organisms were 

found to create genetic pollution, 
killing off species like the 

monarch butterfly, Replicant 

GMO’s were declared Illegal on 
Earth— except in America where 
they are still grown. 

Special Earth First! activists— 
Blade Runner Units— rose up from 
the pharms and cities, and 
destroyed, upon detection, 
invader GMO crops. 

This was not called sabotage. 

It was called product recall. 

-Red Gate Earth First! 
Chicago, November 2003 
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If you read this issue of the Journal 
from cover to cover, maybe the same 
thing will jump out at you as what hit 
me. You're going to have to look real 
close to find much good news. 

The threats are grave, and dismal 
headlines (even in the mainstream 
press) predicting what is in store for 
our planet's future are becoming com- 
monplace. The stories contained in 
the Journal never hide just how drastic 
and pervasive the destruction is of our 
surroundings. Every page, campaign 
and author in these articles pack our 
bags and take us directly to the place 
of concern, then pound into our heads 
the importance of protecting it. 

Granted, you can also read about 
how activists, often facing unfathom- 
able odds, are responding. Take the 
innovative campaigns of the folks 
determined to close 
down Huntingdon 
Life Sciences (page 
24). They have my 
uttermost respect. 

Or, if you read the 
story on New York 
City's EF! Rendez- 
vous (page 8), you 
can get a glimpse 
of what is possible 
with some true 
community orga- 
nizing and enthusiasm. There are a 
plentiful number of night actions 
sprinkled among these pages, and per- 
haps the brave work of those merry 
elves will make some of us examine 
what we're each doing for the Earth. 
Though I question whether those suc- 
cessful actions are ever victories — we 
should have never even let it get to the 
point where it is necessary. But it is. At 
least these stories are fresh and new. 

What we need is an infusion of cre- 
ativity, and a bit of strategy. From my 
seat here and through my own experi- 
ence, I perceive that so many of us are 
just going through the motions of 
being an activist. Always on the defen- 
sive, the same stories repeated again 
and again. The routine can get boring 
and eventually, we don't notice that 


we're not really winning much. We'll 
just flip through a magazine, read the 
headlines and know all the stories. 
Same struggle, different place, same 
end result. 

What will it take to reach a point 
where folks can read the Journal 
and be filled with rage, enough to 
be inspired to go out and do some- 
thing different? When, as a move- 
ment, are we going to buckle down, 
and get serious and remember why 
we are Earth Firstlers and not mem- 
bers of the Nature Conspiracy? 

I think of these things when I get 
overwhelmed wading through a stack 
of submissions eight inches thick 
where folks are being forced to fight 
back in every corner of the globe. 
With mounting frustration, I ponder 
what we are re- 
ally doing to 
counter these 
forces. I hear so 
much posturing 
and grumbling 
in my commu- 
nity that I ques- 
tion whether we, 
as a movement, 
are serious — or 
rather, radical 
enough. With 
loads of gossip 
and infighting, how can we have any 
energy left to be focused? 

Then I imagine this summer's 
Round River Rendezvous, and how I 
hope it will be unlike others I've at- 
tended. I hope we are able to come 
together as this diverse band of radi- 
cals and really be able to share stories 
and ideas. That new people coming 
to this gathering aren't left isolated 
on the ofringe and silently told to 
take their enthusiasm and visions else- 
where. That we are able to humble 
ourselves, expand our horizons out- 
side our normal circles and learn 
something new. And, that in coming 
together, we will be refreshed and 
eager to return to our bioregions, ready 
to liven things up. 

— Turtle 
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Can the system be Abolished? 


As a new century unfolds, the activ- 
ist movement is faced with a most 
important and crucial revolution — the 
self-revolution. This revolution is criti- 
cal in the fight against the abolishment 
of the mega-machine. For our fight to 
be successful in changing the system 
in which we live, we must understand 
ourselves. Why is it that we (activists) 
have a common struggle, yet we don't 
have a common solidarity? If solidar- 
ity within our movement is not 
present, then we must not continue to 
move forward until we address why 
it's absent. Our movement is so stuck 
in specific ideas and is not willing to 
see the importance of other move- 
ments which have different tactics. 
How are we to change anything if we 
can't even change ourselves? 

It's crucial that we share our visions 
with one another to break down some 
of the barriers caused by misunder- 
standing and splinterism. For ex- 
ample, take the movement around 
biocentrism: Even though this move- 
ment is important, it excludes the 
social and cultural movements. The 


cultural and social movements care 
about biocentrisim issues, but they 
don't have the luxury to work on 
ecological problems, their main worry 
is surviving the system. Due to the 
different ways we view our struggle, 
we have developed barriers to work- 
ing together. If we start analyzing 
movements, we can clearly see how 
interrelated they are. Ecological, so- 
cial and cultural movements need to 
work together not because the fight is 
too big for one group to take on, but 
because the fight is related. 

Recently a massacre occurred in the 
desert near Yuma, Arizona, where more 
than 20 human beings died of thirst 
while trying to cross the US border. 
Yet many activists view this as an 
overpopulation or immigration issue 
and not an ecological one. In reality it 
is a broader global problem. People are 
crossing the border simply because 
their homes — ecological and social — 
have been destroyed for corporate gain. 
Finding it impossible to survive, their 
only solution is to move elsewhere. 
And still the movement is split on this 



issue. How can this be? If we continue 
to split our work like this, then our 
goals will never be met. 

We all have an obligation — a sacred 
responsibility — to act in a manner that 
reflects our common needs and not our 
uncommon differences. We need to 
develop, through education at all levels 
of society, a global consciousness that 
will govern our actions as responsible 
planet stewards and future ancestors. 
Acrimony among potential allies leads 
only to further disagreement, not 
solutions. Just as the purveyor of 
globalization diversifies the tactics of 
globalization, the environmental 
movement needs to replace strident 
rhetoric with direct actions. The future — 
or the lack thereof— belongs to everyone. 

— Georgette 




auna (Qabala 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter 
or mysterious art. 

Honeybees ( Apis melifera) give pre- 
cise directions while they sing and 
dance for a trembling crowd in the 
dark. After finding a particularly inspir- 
ing food source, a nectar-laden bee flies 
back to the hive where, on the vertical 
surface of the comb, she dances. Usu- 
ally this is in the shape of a figure eight 
and is called the waggle dance. 

The angle that the figure eight de- 
parts from the vertical conveys which 
direction the food is from the hive. It's 
the same angle as between the sun and 
the food, from the hive. For instance, 
if she dances straight upward, the food 
is directly toward the sun, straight 
downward, it's directly away from the 
sun and 45 degrees to the right means 
it is 45 degrees to the right of the sun. 


She communicates distance in addi- 
tion to direction by speed: The faster 
she dances, the ^ 
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If you like what y 


For many of us, the Earth First! Journal is the best 
source of information available on the global 
struggles to defend the earth. The articles herein are 
often written in treetops, smuggled out of jail or 
composed from the frontlines by people passionately 
fighting for the survival of the wild. 


Well, the Journal is fighting for survival as well. We work for peanuts to keep costs low, live off dumpstered food and 
put ourselves on the line because we love this paper. Yet, after an expensive move and a format change, we are in serious 
need of funding to keep our vision for the EF!f alive. 

And judging from the responses to our first issue from Tucson, we know that you love it too: 

"The new Journal rocks! Y'all rock! I was inspired! Please pass on my gratitude, awe and congratulations to the rest of 
the JoumalistasV 

"The new issue looks FABULOUS. We love the content and style, the new format, the way the underground news is 
spliced in with the other news and the letters. All awesome." 

"I thought the new Journal was great. Most of the articles were right on, they were so fresh for the Journal. I want to share 
a friend's comment with you all, she said, "I read the new Journal, and I actually feel inspired!” It is a great feat being able 
to inspire someone who’s burnt-out and crusty on the ends. Congratulations. I like the new format, too." 

We have the goal of putting the EF.'J back on solid financial ground like it was in Tucson a little more than a decade 
ago. Rebuilding our subscriber list is also a priority. From a high of close to 10,000 in the eighties, to the current list of 
2,100 subscribers out of a 10,000 copy print run, we have a lot of lost ground to make up. 

The best way to keep the Earth First! Journal coming out is to: 


1. SUBSCRIBE 


You know who you are. A contact for th ejoumal that never sends any money for the Journals you sell; a regular reader 
of someone else's subscription; a volunteer in the local infoshop. We want you to keep enjoying the Journal, so we are 
asking for your support. If you can't subscribe, or don't want to, then give a gift subscription. Currently, if you buy the 
EF!J off a newsstand, we actually lose money. 

2. DONATE 

Unlike other alternative publications, we send out massive amounts of free copies to EF! groups and prisoners, and the 
demand is increasing. In order to continue this service, we need to also increase the support of the grassroots ecology 
movement for this publishing project. We enclosed a convenient donation/subscription form inside this issue. 


3 . DO WHAT YOU CAN TO DEFEND THE EARTH! 


With love and respect, the Tucson Earth First! Journal Collective 
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Geneticists Feel the Heat 


The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
has claimed responsibility for two 
separate actions on May 21 targeting 
the genetic manipulation of trees. 
According to a communique released 
on June 1, one ELF group burned 
down the office of Toby Bradshaw, 
head of the Poplar Molecular Genet- 
ics Cooperative (PMGC) at the 
University of Washington (UW) in 
Seattle. Simultaneously, another 
group burned an office and a fleet of 
13 trucks at Jefferson Poplar Farms in 
Clatskanie, Oregon. 

The combined estimated total in 
damages has soared to more than $3 
million, Bradshaw lost 20 years of 
research articles, slides, memorabilia, 
a computer, the server for the PMGC 
website and a personal library. This 
incident marks the first time in North 
America that the ELF has targeted two 
separate locations in differing states 
on the same night. 

Bradshaw claims that he doesn't 
personally engineer mutant genes 
into trees and that his research on 
poplars used at industrial tree farms 
is good for the environment. How- 
ever, the ELF asserts that "hybrid 
poplars are an ecological nightmare 
threatening native biodiversity in the 
ecosystem. Our forests are being 
liquidated and replaced with 
monocultured tree farms so greedy, 
Earth-raping corporations can make 
more money." 



WERE CREDITED WITH 


Stands of old-growth. 


In memory 
ot a real * 
tree* 

Monsanto 
We love 
trees to 
death. 


According to an article published by the PMGC, "As 
intensive culture of Populus and its hybrids becomes 
increasingly important as a source of fiber and fuel, 
breeding strategies must be developed and implemented 
to measure, capture, recombine and fully exploit the 
abundant genetic variation still found in natural popu- 
lations of poplars and cottonwoods. Domestication of 
poplars and their hybrids, to better adapt them to the 
specialized needs of industry, is still in its earliest 
stages and must take advantage of the best genetic 
methods available if rapid, sustained genetic improve- 
ment is to be made." 

Furthermore, Bradshaw's research program includes 
transgenic poplar trees grown indoors at a greenhouse 
next to the torched office building at UW, as well as 
outdoor sites. The core of this "genome" program 
involves conducting baseline research into the ge- 
netic mapping of the poplars and improving the trees' 
"hardiness and productivity." This is an essential, 
preliminary step in the process of genetic engineer- 
ing: A species must have its genome mapped before it 
can be effectively manipulated and exploited for cor- 
porate profit. 

Members of PMGC include Alberta Pacific Forest In- 
dustries, British Columbia Ministry of Forests, Boise 
Cascade, Champion, Fort James, Georgia Pacific, Inland 
Empire Paper Company, Electric Power Research Insti- 
tute, MacMillan Bloedel, Potlatch, Scott Paper Ltd., 
Union Camp, US Department of Energy, Westvaco and 
Weyerhaeuser. In addition, the PMGC is a member of 
and works closely with the Tree Genetic Engineering 
Research Program, whose members include the above 
entities as well as Monsanto, Shell, International Paper, 
Broadacres Nursery, Canadian Forest Service, Mt. 
Jefferson Farms, Mycogen, US Forest Service and Wash- 
ington State University. 

continued on page 28 



Dear EF! Journal, 

After listening to Derrickjensen, 
author of A Language Older Then 
Words on Democracy Now today, 
and reading Judi Bari's Revolution- 
ary Ecology, I understood that we 
can no longer allow corporate/ 
govt. America to define words like 
terrorism and sabotage. 

I was very disappointed in Alicia 
Littletree's criticism of Earth Lib- 
eration Front and Animal Libera- 


tion Front. We must begin to chal- 
lenge global corporate interpreta- 
tion of our language. If we don't our 
Earth and ourselves will continue to 
decline as we piss away time from 
what really needs to happen. 

Break the chains and decolonize 
our minds. 

— Mr. Werner Hertz 
Editors' Note: Democracy Now! was 
launched by Pacifica Radio in 1996 to 
open the airwaves on a daily basis to 


alternative voices traditionally excluded 
from the political process. For more 
info, check www.democracynow.org 
continued on page 48 
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Desecration Continues 


Judge Rules Against Apaches 


Mount Graham is an island of forest in a sea of desert. 

by Evelyn Horne and Roger Beatty 

For 15 years the University of Ari- 
zona (UA) has been an outlaw. 

Bumbling along while trashing envi- 
ronmental laws and trampling human 
rights, it has been able to accomplish 
its environmental and cultural jihad 
only with the help of congressional 
crooks and dim-witted judges. 

Recently, the UA decided that it 
needed a powerline to fuel the Co- 
lumbus Project, a massive telescope 
built on the formerly pristine Emer- 
ald Peak of Mount Graham. This 
corporation, posing as a university, 
chose to scrape a powerline corridor 
through the second largest national 
forest roadless area in Arizona, across 
land held sacred by traditional West- 
ern Apaches. The Mount Graham 
Coalition, Apaches for Cultural Pres- 
ervation and Apache Survival Coali- 
tion filed a lawsuit in the District 
Court of Arizona to stop this project. 

Originally assigned to be heard 
before Judge Zapata, the plaintiffs 
expected a fair hearing. Unfortu- 
nately, Judge Alfredo Marquez had 
retained jurisdiction over this case 
and came out of retirement. 

Marquez, long a friend of the UA (he 
has free tickets to UA football games), 
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was there to make sure the 
university's interests were 
protected. Once again, 
Marquez ruled in favor of 
corporate interest. 

If nothing else, the re- 
cent Mount Graham fed- 
eral district court decision 
that allows a 23-mile 
powerline to rip through 
irreplaceable sacred land 
and critical habitat brings 
us ever closer to properly 
pronouncing the anti- 
quated legal term res judi- 
f cata. It rhymes with "raced 
I youtoca-ca." Fitting, since 
» that's exactly what the dis- 
= trict judge, the UA and the 
| Forest Service did in this 
case. In an ongoing frantic 
scramble around cultural, 
religious and environmen- 
tal protection laws, the so-called in- 
terpreter and guardian of these laws 
shirked his duties to apply a judge- 
made law and avoid judging the case 
on its merits. 

The doctrine of res judicata is mis- 
applied in this case. When correctly 
applied, it is a fabulous judicial re- 
source-saving device that bars re- 
peat litigation. More commonly 
known as "claim preclusion," res 


judicata is the "one bite at the apple" 
rule. A claimant only gets to sue on 
the same claim once and must ask 
for all the rights to relief properly 
encompassed in that claim. Other- 
wise, when the claimant brings a 
second claim, the judgment in the 
first case may stop that claimant 
from litigating the second case. To 
satisfy res judicata, the same plain- 
tiff must sue the same defendant, 
and the claims must be identical. 
Neither element is met in this case. 

First, the judge neglected to con- 
sider that the Apaches for Cultural 
Preservation were not plaintiffs in 
the earlier case. So, applying res ju- 
dicata violates their constitutional 
right of due process. Also, Marquez 
used enormous discretion in decid- 
ing that the earlier claim encom- 
passed the powerline controversy. 
The UA prevailed on that claim only 
after spending millions of dollars 
convincing Congress that they 
needed an exemption from envi- 
ronmental laws to disturb 8.6 acres 
for three telescopes supported by a 
generator. The exemption, granted 
in 1988, said nothing about a 
powerline that would make its own 
distinctive mark across the moun- 
tain, well outside the 8.6-acre con- 
gressionally approved limit. More- 


The telescope site before the desecration... 




Men and machines cut a 23-mile long trench through desert habitat to lay the powerline. 


over, the '88 exemption was only an 
exemption from environmental pro- 
tection laws. For these reasons and 
because of another judge-made legal 
doctrine called "justiciability," the 
issues regarding the powerline and 
the National Historic Preservation 
Act were never litigated. Justiciabil- 
ity requires that a controversy be 
"ripe" for resolution. A lawyer may 
not litigate a dispute based on mere 
speculation. Judges need to see the 
actual blood and guts of a matter 
before correctly ruling on it. So it is 
no wonder that, during the earlier 
lawsuit to stop three telescopes, en- 
vironmental lawyers never litigated 
a powerline issue. According to the 
UA administrator's list of operational 
support requirements, there was no 
powerline issue because there was 
no powerline. 

Just in case the judge's most re- 
cent bias was lost on any of us or on 
the Apache elders who made the 
long, hot road trip from the reserva- 
tion to the federal building that 
day, he further flexed his insensi- 
tive discretionary muscle to hold 
that laches — a legal term indicating 
that plaintiffs waited too long to 
bring a complaint to court — applied 
to the claim. Now, there is no bright- 
line rule for when a claimant has 
excessively delayed in bringing a 
claim. But in his second deferential 
gesture to his cronies, the judge de- 
clared that six months was just too 
long to wait to bring a case. It mat- 
ters not that Mount Graham's legal 
defenders work without the cushy 


resources that the federal govern- 
ment and UA enjoy when preparing 
a case. What matters, apparently, is 
this judge's sick desire to leave the 
Apache elders feeling that their only 
recourse is to sit down in front of the 
powerline construction and play a 
nice long game of cards. 

Though that sounds fun and effec- 
tive, they will also appeal this terrible 
legal decision. Hopefully this time we'll 
catch the UA with its pants down, 
though the Apache elders may not want 
to see it. After all, they're subject to the 
university's ongoing public exposure, 


as the telescopic erections protrude from 
the side of the mountain that faces 
their reservation. It's not a pretty sight. 

f Saboteurs Hit Powerline ' 

Construction Site 

. ■ . . . . ■ 

An unknown person or persons 
attacked the construction site of 
the 23-mile powerline to the Uni- 
versity of Arizona's Mount Gra- 
ham International Observatory 
(MGIO) late on the night of April 
21. Using sledgehammers and 
crowbars, the saboteurs caused 
$200,000 in damages to the 
powerline, construction vehicles 
and equipment. MGIO talking 
head Joe Carter said that "van- 
dals" cut the exposed powerline 
in several places and put abrasives 
into the oil and gasoline tanks of 
several pieces of excavation ma- 
chinery. "Most of the damage is to 
the vehicles," he said. 

"I think this is an example of 
eco-terrorism," Carter said. "It's 
most unfortunate that folks don't 
use the courts to resolve problems 
but take things into their own 
hands" — an ironic statement, con- 
sidering Judge Marquez's subse- 
quent ruling in favor of the 
powerline project. 



...and after 
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Klamath River Showdown 

In a precedent-setting decision, a 
federal judge ruled that "the Endan- 
gered Species Act clearly gives 
threatened and endangered fish the 
highest priority during this 
drought. " The judge refused to grant 
an injunction that would have al- 
lowed the limited available water to 
be used for crop irrigation. But the 
battle continues as the Bureau of 
Reclamation drags its feet on releas- 
ing water to the Lower Klamath 
National Wildlife Refuge. The 
drought, greedy farmers and lackey 
bureaucrats are putting at risk nearly 
1,000 bald eagles that winter in the 
refuge. The Upper and Lower Kla- 
math National Wildlife Refuges 
support three-fourths of the Pacific 
Flyway's waterfowl and marshes in 
the refuges will have little or no 
wateT by this fall. 

For more information, visit 
www.onrc.org. 

Maine Fears Ecoterrorism 

"This bill establishes the crime of 
environmental terrorizing, which 
is the destruction of property or the 
interference with a place of busi- 
ness' normal course of business by 
individuals or groups for the pri- 
mary purpose of protesting a 
natural resource or environmental 
issue, "so reads the summary of a 
bill sponsored by a forest indus- 
try stooge, Rep. Joe Clark (D- 
Millinocket). Apparently the fear of 
protests is so great in Maine that the 
First, Fifth and Fourteenth Amend- 
ments to the US Constitution are no 
longer relevant. Under this new law 
people staging a sit-in at any busi- 
ness could be charged with a Class C 
felony. Convictions of Class C crimes 
often receive more than nine-month 
sentences which must be served in 
state prisons, not county jails. 

"I think the bill is ridiculous," 
said Jim Freeman, who has been 
arrested many times for non-vio- 
lent actions. "It's a corporate bill to 
prevent people from protesting." 
Others believe that the bill will en- 
courage people to go underground 
since First Amendment protests 
could now result in felonies. 


y\)<£VV YORK 

Remoo/VAL RsAJDtSZVOMS 



In the belly of the 
beast, New York City 
(NYC), a handful of folks 
organized the first ever 
Earth First! regional ren- 
dezvous in an urban 
center to focus on radi- 
cal ecology and urban 
living. Though many 
don't admit it, they 
spend a great deal of 
time outside of the for- 
est and in large cities. 

This gathering was an 
attempt to highlight 
rampant environmental 
racism, failures of urban 
planning and to bring 
disparate communities 
together, bioregionally, 
to further radicalize 
both young white activ- 
ists and people of color 
in the communities that 
feel the bmnt of the ur- 
ban environmental 
blight. The gathering 
was organized to take people around 
the city to see its green spaces, hold 
workshops and celebrate public space. 

The gathering began in the Green 
Dome Garden, a community garden in 
Brooklyn. Just a block away, a demol- 
ished paint factory has deposited lead 
content in the soil 10 times the legal 
limit. Luckily for this predominately 
Puerto Rican community, the garden- 
ers were not slow in taking action. They 
chose plants that help to trap lead and 
other toxins. After a composting work- 
shop, the EF! crew moved to the East 
Riverfront where a row of abandoned 
warehouses and derelict piers have 
rewilded into a stretch of free space. A 
do-it-yourself rubble-constructed skate 
park is amid the husks of torched cars 
and covert shanties. A snapping turtle 
slowly cruised by without altercation. 
During the evening in Brooklyn, we 
went to Eco Books for workshops on 
the animal liberation campaign against 


Huntingdon Life Sciences, Car Bust- 
ers’ call for a car-free city and 
Rainforest Relief's direct action cam- 
paign to stop the use of tropical 
rainforest hardwoods in the city's 
benches, boardwalks and bridges. Late 
that night, we cruised through the 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge by the 
subway, emerging on Far Rockaway 
beach for a bonfire and camping out 
on the edge of the city, unmolested. 

Next was a day in the Project Har- 
mony garden in Harlem, as well as a 
tour of green spaces and creeping 
gentrification. In a short walk we 
saw 1 1 empty buildings on the same 
streets as four bulldozed gardens. 
When the bulldozers came for 
Project Harmony, a brave soul 
climbed a tall tree and stopped the 
destruction for the day. Now a court 
order protects the remaining 500 
gardens, but the stay of execution 
could be lifted at any time. 
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These gardens are living proof of a com- 
munity empowering itself to take back its 
land from landlord arson, drug dealing, 
refuse and city neglect to create safe green 
spaces for children, elderly people and 
those who can't afford summer homes nor 
vacations outside the city smog. 

We held a workshop on environ- 
mental racism in the prison industrial 
complex. The issues of prisons and the 
environment don't often come up to- 
gether, but increased prison construc- 
tion and privatization is uniting these 
struggles. Some people have tried to 
use environmental laws as a way to 
fight prison building. The impacts of 
instantly transplanting 2,000-plus 
people, with increased sewage and waste 
disposal, are disastrous. The prisons are 
often built over smaller productive 
farmlands or wildlands, destroying 
food, habitat and watersheds. 

Who is in jail? Predominately people 
of color. Almost everyone in the neigh- 
borhood was impacted in some way by 
the prison industrial complex. Haja, co- 
founderof Project Harmony, spentsome 
time in prison and was politicized in- 
side: "A prison is a microcosm of the 
larger society." Later in the evening we 
breached the fence surrounding the half 


of Project Harmony that was destroyed 
and began replanting it with donated 
plants and seeds. After this, we joined a 
moonlight critical mass through Cen- 
tral Park to end a beautiful day uptown. 

On our agenda for the next day was 
the Lower East Side of Manhattan, 
mecca for the gardening movement as 
well as tenant and anarchist organiz- 
ing in NYC. We began the morning 
in the Stannard Diggs, a threatened 
community garden, with a history of 
the More Gardens! Coalition and their 
direct action campaigns to protect and 
actively create new community gar- 
dens. A workshop was organized on 
how to deal with grand juries, due to 
the intense and scattershot repres- 
sion in Long Island following a series 
of Earth Liberation Front actions. 

Bob Lederer, an anti-racist and ACT- 
UP activist, led the discussion chart- 
ing the history of activist resistance to 
the grand jury, beginning with the 
Puerto Rican liberation struggle in the 
1930s through the dark days of Nixon, 
to his own sentencing of two and a 
half months during investigations into 
the Black Liberation Army. He argued 
that cooperating with the police on 
any level is dangerous. 

continued on page 51 


Canada Wages 
Chemical Warfare 

The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police admit using more than 3,000 
canisters of tear gas and more than 
500 plastic bullets in their attempt 
to keep protesters away from the 
| Summit of the Americas Confer- 
ence in April. Quebec provincial 
police have already reported their 
use of 1,700 tear gas canisters and 
320 rubber bullets. Police used so 
much tear gas that they had to 
order more from the US. 

A Quebec government-ap- 
pointed panel stated in early May 
that police used "abusive" 
amounts of tear gas and placed 
protesters at serious risk by 
shooting them with rubber bul- 
lets. At the peak of the protest 
the Canadian Broadcast Corpo- 
ration reports that as many as 30 
canisters of tear gas were fired 
each minute. More than 400 pro- 
testers were arrested at the sum- 
mit and scores were injured. 

: - , > ,* % 
Utah's Government 
Fights Crickets and 
Environmentalists 

“Sooner or later we've got to de- 
cide whether we are going to live 
here or give in to the environmen- 
talists," said Representative Jim 
Gowans (D-Tooele). Officials hope 
to start spreading pesticide-tainted 
grain on more than 3,000-acres of 
the Uinta National Forest to com- 
bat the summer invasion of Mor- 
mon crickets that damage crops. 
The Utah Environmental Congress 
is threatening to sue the Forest Ser- 
vice to stop the program. The group 
says that the insecticide carbaryl is 
a documented carcinogen that 
could harm threatened bald eagles 
and other sensitive wildlife species, 
such as sage grouse and wild turkey. 

The Forest Service claims they 
have studied the chemicals and 
that there is no problem, but US 
Fish and Wildlife officials stated 
in a letter to the District Ranger 
William Ott, "We have concerns 
that the practices developed us- 
ing the science of 14-years ago 
may not be in accordance with 
present-day knowledge." 
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Indiana’s First Treesit in its Third Month 



by Wildfire 


Dolphin on her urban treesit perch 


"Bluebird," Indiana's first treesit is going into its third month. 
On March 22, Tracy "Dolphin" McNeely ascended 50 feet to a 
platform in a 70-year-old red oak in an area slated for destruc- 
tion by a non-local developer for housing units. This 54-acre 
wooded site is one of Bloomington's last greenspaces left on the 
west side of town. With the adjoining properties the total 
woodlot is 180 acres — which when preserved will be a jewel for 
the residents of Bloomington who have seen woodlot after 
woodlot and field after field developed into strip malls, indus- 
trial parks and those oh-so-needed fast food outlets. Bloomington 
residents, progressive by midwestern standards, have been 
extraordinarily supportive in the efforts to stop this develop- 
ment and permanently protect the area. This is the goal of 
Buffalo Trace Earth First! 

The woods where the development is proposed are in a very 
fragile karst (porous limestone) area of rolling hills and steep 
terrain that is dotted with sinkholes, natural springs and caves. 
This area is home to several endangered plants and a host of 
wildflowers, wildlife, important underground caves and water- 
ways that provide habitat for environmentally sensitive cave- 
dwelling species such as the blind crayfish and cave salamander. 

Herman Associates, an Indianapolis development corpora- 
tion, received $10 million in tax-exempt bonds and $4.2 
million in tax credits to build in this sensitive area. Clearly, this 
is another case of corporate welfare. 

Unlike many treesits, Bluebird is located in town just behind 
two large housing developments. As a result of the close 
proximity to Bloomington, the support from the community 
and the large number of visitors has been tremendous. Local 
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musicians have serenaded the treesitter with trumpets, fiddles 
and guitars. Nearby schools have brought classes out to visit, and 
a group of grade school students even helped with the banner. 
Tim Ream stopped to chat while in town with the Pickaxe 
roadshow. This Buffalo Trace Earth First! action took on a very 
different feel than what we had expected. 

Media attention has waned and the number of visitors has 
dropped but that allows us to prepare for the upcoming fight to 
save this unique area. Thanks to Karen Pickett and the EF! Direct 
Action Fund, we are able to continue this campaign. 

On June 12, there will be one last opportunity for the 
Bloomington Council to deny the release of the bonds to 
Herman Associates. We invite all activists to join us to defend 
this beautiful place. Just ask anyone in town where the treesit is, 
as "treesit" is now a household phrase in Bloomington. In fact 
you may get the question returned, "which one?" Indiana's 
second treesit happened just eight days after the first and 
continues to be successful in stopping a timber sale in Yellow- 
wood State Forest. 

If you are traveling through the area or are just looking for a 
Midwest action to help with, we always need more ground 
support. For more information, contact Buffalo Trace Earth 
First!, POB 3503; Bloomington, IN 47403; bluebirdlives@ 
| yahoo.com. 


mbrose s Hearing Postponed Again 

In January, Frank Ambrose was arrested and charged 
with felony tree spiking in an Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
action in the Morgan-Monroe State Forest, His pre-trial 
hearing was originally set for April 5, but was moved to 
May 15 due to "security concerns" stemming from the 
planned week of resistance and the ELF press office's call 
for a day of action. One day before Frank's May 15 pre- 
trial hearing, his lawyer Rick Kammen was granted a 
continuance, as the prosecution still had not turned over 
any evidence from the FBI. The rationale for moving the 
date is that the pre-trial hearing is where the "evidence” 
is talked about, and it is hard to debate that point when 
you have not seen what the other side is planning to use 
against you. While this drags the process out for Frank, it 
does indicate some good things. Namely, the FBI and 
state should have had all their evidence together when 
they pressed charges because they may have had to show 
it to a judge before he would sign a warrant. If that was the 
case, they should have been able to immediately comply 
with the discovery motion filed days after Frank’s arrest. 
Either they are intentionally holding out to drag the case 
on and increase the expenses and time involved in 
dealing with it, or they do not have any worthwhile 
evidence and they do not want that revealed at this time. 
It seems that the latter is the case, considering what the 
FBI has said they have. 

We are asking people to call the courthouse and tell 
them to drop the charges against Frank. It is time they 
stop dancing around pretending they caught the ELF. 
Please be polite, as anything you say will likely come up 
in his trial if it gets to that point. The number for the 
courthouse is (812) 349-2670. 



Bloomington Activists Celebrate Week of Resistance 


by the Bloomington Defense Committee 

March 30 to April 5 was a week that 
Bloomington, Indiana, will not quickly 
forget. It was planned by the Bloomington 
Defense Committee (BDC), Buffalo Trace 
Earth First! and Bloomington Anarchist 
Black Cross as a week of resistance to 
government harassment of activists. It 
was a response to the government's at- 
tempt to frame activist Frank Ambrose 
on felony tree-spiking charges. We in- 
tended to show the federates that we 
would not be scared into silence and 
submission by arrests, accusations and 
frequent visits under the guise of solving 
the "crimes" committed by the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF). 

It started with a critical mass bike ride 
on March 30. The local police had been 
hyped up by the media and the FBI that 
a bunch of "elves" were coming to 
southern Indiana to "protest the arrest 
of one of their own," so they attacked 
the 80-plus riders and arrested seven of 
them. Two riders face felony charges of 
battery on a police officer for getting 
beat up and pepper sprayed. The other 
five face resisting arrest, obstructing 
traffic and disorderly conduct charges. 

People attending the critical mass did 
not plan to get arrested, as we typically 
have a ride at the end of every month 
and there are never any problems. The 
police were obviously planning arrests 
as there was a very large contingent of 
police present from the beginning of 
the ride. Arrests and violence were the 
tactic police used to try to scare people 
away from attending the rest of the 
week's events. 

People immediately moved into pris- 
oner solidarity mode and organized a 
protest at the jail. More than 100 people 
came out to support the assaulted bike 
riders. At the protest, an undercover 
FBI agent was spotted talking to people 
and was chased off with a chorus of 
"NaNaNaNa, Hey hey hey, goodbye." 
David Rovics was in town and moved 
his concert to the jail to provide enter- 
tainment to the crowd and to show his 
solidarity with the riders. The vigil was 
kept all night as the two charged with 
felonies were not released immediately 
on their own recognizance. 

On March 31, the media carried pho- 
tos of our fellow activists being beaten 
in the streets. We worried that these 
pictures would scare people away, as the 
police actions were clearly intended to 


do, but more than 100 people were not 
afraid and came out to march in the 
streets against free-trade. The police were 
no where to be found even though the 
group blocked the street with the march. 
We think it was the pictures on the front 
page of the paper and the threats of civil 
rights lawsuits that dissuaded the police 
from any further violent action. 

To kick up the intensity of the week, 
Buffalo Trace Earth First! activists Marie 
Mason and Cogi Haggerty locked their 
necks to a junk car blocking the en- 
trance to a brand new Old Navy store. 
Soon after the lockdown was deployed, 



Stony Springs, Bloomington, Indiana 


a support rally of around 50 showed up 
and started to get the word out (read: 
bullhorn in store along with lots of fli- 
ers) on why these people were blocking 
the front doors. People were very recep- 
tive to the idea of boycotting Old Navy 
for their use of sweatshop labor and 
logging of Redwood forests. After a few 
tense moments when the owner of the 
shopping center threatened to tow the 
car away with protesters attached, the 
police and fire department arrived and 
proceeded to cut the two out. After they 
were removed, the police decided not to 
arrest them. Later, a friendly person who 
had lingered around after the protest 
observed the police make the store owner 
pay $60 to tow the junked car away. 

The announcement of a new treesit 
in Yellowwood State Forest was made 


on April 1. This was the second treesit 
to go airborn in the Bloomington area 
in less than a month. The tract has such 
extremely steep slopes that almost ev- 
ery tree in the sale is on a grade too 
steep to log according the Department 
of Natural Resources guidelines. 

On April 2-5, the focus was on work- 
ing to educate the public about why 
people are concerned with what is hap- 
pening to our planet and to its inhabit- 
ants. Some of the highlights included an 
anti-corporate march, a protest against 
privatization of water services, a rally in 
support of the Yellowwood treesit and 
against logging on our public lands and 
a protest against government harass- 
ment. When we went to protest against 
logging on public lands, we found the 
target office closed for the day and the 
timber sale bid scheduled for the follow- 
ing day canceled. Every evening in- 
cluded a forum on issues affecting our 
community and the Earth. These in- 
cluded: global forest issues, patriarchy 
and government harassment. The fo- 
rum about patriarchy in the movement 
was the most attended and most sorely 
needed forum, as it is an issue that is too 
often overlooked. 

All in all, the week was a great suc- 
cess. People started to work together 
again after months of infighting and 
disagreement about what role to take 
in the government's investigation of 
the ELF. A new treesit was set up and 
supplied, the existing Bluebird treesit 
was reinforced with more people and 
supplies, people showed a willingness 
to take their actions to a new level and 
that they would not be intimidated by 
the cops. This week will hopefully 
springboard a successful summer of di- 
rect action against those who profit 
from the destruction of the Earth and 
human race in Bloomington. 

The Bloomington Defense Commit- 
tee will continue with support for the 
critical mass riders and Frank Ambrose. 
These folks will need all the support 
they can get to beat the charges the state 
has leveled against them. If you would 
like to help with legal expenses for ei- 
ther Frank or the critical mass riders, 
please send checks or money orders to 
Bloomington Defense Committee, POB 
3503, Bloomington, IN 47402. Be sure 
to put on the memo line who you want 
the money to go toward as the BDC now 
supports a few different cases and trying 
to sort checks can be confusing. 
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The Battle 

CONTINUED AT 

Big Mountain 


When the US Supreme Court re- 
fused to hear an appeal on the case of 
Jenny Manybeads vs. United States, 
Navajos facing forced eviction from 
their traditional lands appealed to the 
United Nations in April. 

Kee Watchman of the Cactus Valley 
community, told the UN Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva that 
Navajos in Arizona have suffered for 
30 years, enduring constant harass- 
ment and threats because the energy 
industry seeks Navajo coal. As a repre- 
sentative of the International Indian 
Treaty Council, Watchman requested 
an international tribunal to hold the 
US and its officials accountable for 
their actions. 

"The United States government, for 
reasons of its own policy, is actively and 
knowingly destroying our families, our 
livelihood and our sacred places," for 
the "rich and low-sulfur coal that lies 
beneath our feet." Peabody Coal, the 
world's largest energy consortium, has 
been trying to mine North America's 
largest reserve of low sulfur coal on 
reservation land for years. 

Additionally, in his address on 
religious intolerance, Watchman 
said deep injury will result if the 
Hopi proceed with a plan to con- 
struct a cellular tower on a peak over 
Big Mountain without consultation 
with Navajos living there. 

Cedric Kuwaninvaya, chairman 
of the Hopi Land Team, said the US 
Supreme Court decision means time 
has run out for Navajos who refused to 
sign 75-year lease accommodation 
agreements with the tribe. "Denial of 
the Manybeads appeal makes immi- 
nent the eviction of Navajo individu- 
als on the Hopi Partitioned Land (HPL) 
without a lease agreement with the 
Hopi tribe," stated Kuwaninvaya. 

After the US Supreme Court refused 
to hear the appeal, Navajo President 
Kelsey Begaye extended his sympathy 
to Navajo families living on HPL. Begaye 
said the decision was hard to accept, 
but families have fought valiantly to 
preserve Dine (Navajo) sacred ways. 


Meanwhile, at Big Mountain, Bahe 
Katenay said, "The people's way of life 
is constantly under attack. The feeling 
is that the American government 
doesn't want to hear about our cul- 
ture, history and why we want to stay 
on the land to protect it." 

US District Judge Earl Carroll lifted a 
1977 injunction, which now au- 
thorizes the Hopi tribe to enforce 
its grazing laws — livestock permits 
and impoundments — on Navajos 
living on HPL. 

Katenay and other Dine be- 
lieve both court decisions are a 
direct result of international out- 
cry about the coal industry's ef- 
forts to remove Navajos in order 
to mine the Black Mesa coal beds. 

In nearby Kykotsmovi, the 
Hopi celebrated both court deci- 
sions as victories. After more 
than two decades, the Hopi re- 
gained full control and jurisdiction 
over grazing on HPL when Judge 
Carroll lifted the 1977 injunction. "It 
is an indisputable fact that we have 
been second-class citizens on our own 

The American government doesn’t 
want to hear about our culture, history 
and why we want to stay on the land 
to protect it. 

lands for too long," said Hopi Chair- 
man Wayne Taylor. 

Taylor congratulated the US Supreme 
Court for refusing to overturn the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruling 
in Jenny Manybeads vs. US. The law- 
suit was filed in 1998 by Navajos and 
is based on their right to practice tra- 
ditional religion on sacred land. They 
also challenged the 1974 Navajo-Hopi 
Settlement Act that resulted in Navajo 
and Hopi partitioned lands. 

"Their action threatened to under- 
mine Hopi sovereign authority to use 
and control its own lands and threat- 
ened the implementation of a settle- 


ment that took years of compromise 
between the Hopi and Navajo, " Taylor 
said. "We want our children to put the 
Navajo-Hopi land dispute behind them 
and chart a different history of peace 
between both tribes.” 

On Black Mesa, Glenna C. Begay, 
who lives less than two miles from the 
Peabody Coal mine, said the dust in 
the air, water, soil and plants has made 
the people sick with respiratory dis- 
eases. Ancestral burial sites have been 
destroyed and precious water is used to 
"flush coal to the Mohave Generating 
Station in Nevada" by way of coal slurry 


leaving the people with scarce supplies 
of water. She said it is time to close 
Peabody's two coal mines on Black Mesa. 

The Navajo Nation defended mining 
leases as a means of employment and 
revenues, with the majority of the tribe's 
$ 100-million annual income derived 
from coal, oil and gas royalties and taxes. 

Eviction of Navajo families who re- 
fused to sign 75-year-leases by Febru- 
ary 1, 2000, will proceed by court 
action said the US Attorney's Office in 
Arizona and the Hopi tribe. Navajos 
are to be relocated to the "New Lands" 
near Chambers, Arizona. This is the 
site of the largest nuclear waste spill in 
US history. Navajos who have resettled 
in the New Lands have experienced 
higher rates of cancer and birth de- 
fects than the general population. 

Back at Big Mountain, Norman 
Benally said, "We have exhausted our 
strengths to protect our homelands," 
and he is calling for continuing inter- 
national support in the three-decade 
long battle. 

For more info, contact Black Mesa 
Indigenous Support, POB 23501, Flag- 
staff, AZ 86002; (520) 773-8086; 
www.blackmesais.org. 
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Three Years of Resistance at Fall Creek 



April 20 marked the three-year anniversary of direct action at the Fall Creek treesit 
in Oregon's Willamette National Forest. In 1998, the occupation began with a 
treesit named Happy and soon became a tree-village with traverse lines connecting 
seven treesits. Hundreds of activists have lived in the forest canopy as high as 200 
feet above the forest floor. Activists have endured three winters of rain, bitter cold, 
cop harassment, threats, sieges, closures, raids, arrests... and still they remain. 

A federal court ruled that the Forest Service had failed to survey for red tree voles, an 
indicator species and prey for the endangered Northern spotted owl. Treesitters have 
worked with surveyors to find vole nests, hoping to have the sale canceled. 
To all of you who came out to visit, sat in a tree, delivered food or donated money, 
supplies and good wishes, we send thanks! The struggle is not yet over. Summer is 
heating up in Cascadia, take your summer school in the trees! Ground-up training 
available! No experience necessary. All you need is a strong will, an open heart, a 
cooperative spirit and a desire to end patriarchal control of Mama Earth. 

Contact Cascadia Forest Defenders, POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; 
■a (541) 684-8977; cforestd@efn.org; www.ecoecho.orgi 
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Eagle Creek Blockaded, Trucks Torched 

The Eagle Creek timber sale near Mt. Hood in northern 
Oregon was sold to Vanport Manufacturing in 1996. When 
loggingofcritical habitat began in 1988, dozensof protesters 
from Portland blocked logging access and took to living in 
treesits and pods suspended over the logging roads. This 
area supplies drinking water for much of northern Oregon, 
has numerous rare plants and animals and has a history of 
serious tree blowdowns. Fears that increased logging would 
result in catastrophic blowdown led US Senator Wyden (D- 
OR) to extract a promise from the Forest Service to have an 
independent panel study the area. 

The same week that scientists met to study the area, the 
Forest Service decided to send in the logging trucks. Once 
again the Eagle Creek Free-Staters and Cascadia Forest 
Alliance were there blocking access to the chainsaws. Tree 
pods and web structures blocked the logging road, and the 
initial confrontation between law enforcement and 
irs became heated as the Forest Service threatened 

S intle the structures. One activist's hand was cut by 
Service officer. 

ilackamas County sheriffs prepared for the usual 




round of summertime forest protests until they receiv 
call at 2:40 a.m. on June 1. In Estacada, just down 
mountain from the Eagle Creek blockade three logging 
trucks were set on fire. One truck was severely damaged 
with a price tag of about $50,000. Only one of six gasoline- 
filled plastic milk jugs ignited or the damages would have 
been much more severe. The owner of the trucks, Ray 
Schoppert, commented that, "We've had problems with 
people for 20 years." Cascadia Forest Alliance says that they 
are not involved in property destruction 
claimed responsibility as the EF!f goes to p 

Concrete Tree Spikes Baffle BC L 

On May 22, a dozen concrete tree spikes were found in 
downed and standing timber near Trozzo Creek in the 
Slocan Valley of interior British Columbia. Loggers 
found metal spikes before, but nothing like these p 
made of concrete inside sections of plastic pipe. They v 
well concealed with patches of bark stuck over the holes. 
These spikes cannot be found with metal detectors. Logging 
protests have occurred in the area for many years and 
residents feel that logging should not take place in 
community watersheds. One conservationist in the area 
said, "I understand that there is a level of frus 
the situation is going to get wor 
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Wild Rockies EF! 

Targeted by a legal system that locks everyone up 


The Cove/Mallard (C/M) Coalition crew got together in 
January and decided to put the C/M name to bed for a good 
rest. The name has served us well since 1992. No logging has 
occurred and none of the remaining sales have been sold 
since the intense 1997 season. C/M is still actively pursuing 
a lawsuit relating to incidents in 1998, and the coalition will 
be revived if the remain- 
ing sales ever rise up from 
the dead. So for now, the 
C/M Coalition is in a 
much needed and de- 
served state of hibernation. 

Having made this 
monumental decision, 
our meeting continued 
without a name. It quickly 
became confusing, and we 
realized we needed a tem- 
porary name until a new one was accepted. BOB became our 
short lived name to rally behind. In fact, BOB was so well 
received that a small determined group pushed for it to be 
our permanent name. Finally, in all of our creative brain- 
storming, we decided to revive a sleeping giant rather then 
come up with a name we could all argue about for years. 

Wild Rockies EF! will not be imitating that tired old 
group bent on blocking and harassing Freddies in one 


location the whole year. We will be messing with Freddies 
all over the northern Rockies this year. 

Here in Idaho, justice and the Constitution are still 
foreign concepts. Continuing in our defense of the Wing 
Creek 20-mile roadless area, many of the organizers as well 
as new volunteers have been faced with ever-increasing 

repression in the courts. 
Last year was a struggle 
to remain free and still be 
in the field stopping the 
logging of this pristine 
ecosystem. Even with our 
small numbers, we pre- 
sented a constant vigil in 
the forest, raging against 
the whine of two stroke 
engines. It is important 
to let other activists see 
the result of what happens when your group is targeted by 
a legal system that locks everyone up while the logging 
season is active. 

We kicked off the summer 2000 logging season with a 
blockade on the 1875 bridge leading to the Otter Wing and 
Mackey Day sales. Andrea Rightsell was cited and released 
after the three-day blockade. A few of us, including Locust 
and Pebbles, were cited for maintaining an unauthorized 


Our lawsuit against the Feds, Idaho County Sheriff's De- 
partment, Shearer Lumber and Highland Enterprise for the 
attack on our support camp in 1998 has entered a critical 
phase. This legal action is about protecting all activists from 
attacks, how the cops idly stand by, hoping the workers will 
remove our blockades and treesits, then do nothing about it 
after it happens. We need funds for the lawsuit in a very 
desperate way. If you can help please make checks payable to 
the Cove/Mallard Coalition, POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843. 
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.a**"” l | ' ~ and resisting arrest. Syngenta estimated the damages 
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. . - Z. After the arrests, police donned not gear man attempt 

to intimidate protesters with threats of violence. Activ- 
£F! and Southeast RAGE Visit Syngenta ists stayed on the lawn for 15 more minutes and then 
On May 14, Uwharrie Earth First! and Southeast RAGE marched away, only to be followed and harassed by the 
(Resistance Against Genetic Engineering) joined to- police for the remainder of the morning, 
gether to take direct action against the agricultural Syngenta is the world's largest agrochemical corpora- 

biotechnology industry in North Carolina. The targeted tion, created last year with the merger of Novartis and 
company, Syngenta, is one of a handful of multina- AstraZeneca. Syngenta won its newest Terminator seed 
tional biotech firms hiding their profit-driven motives patent in November 2000. 
behind an environmental and humanitarian image. 

More than 50 people descended upon this global corpo- 

ration to quarantine the biohazardous products they are Blue Ridge EF! Sends Staples a Message 
unleashing on society and the natural world. Dressed in Newly-formed Blue Ridge EF! (BEEF!) sta$$$ its first 

white biohazard suits, EF! and RAGE activists exposed action at a suburban Richmond, Virginia, Staples store 
Syngenta as a threat to the integrity of local and sustain- on March 28. A giant banner redecorated the logo on 
able food production. top of the store so that it read: "STUMPS— we've got 

Protesters spray-painted anti-biotechnology mes- that." Amid chants of "three percent recycled, 97 per- 
sages on the Syngenta building and outside signs, cent stumps," BREF! activists and allies delivered a*pile 
After 30 minutes the Greensboro Police swarmed the of real stumps to Staples' doorstep, 
lawn and aggressively attacked the activists. Eight Most shoppers agreed with the call for more recycled 
parfidpants were hit with pepper spray as they planted paper, but a group of counter-protesters in lawn chairs, 
organic corn, bean and wildflower seeds in Syngenta's who called themselves the "Tree Keepers," urged Staples 
front lawn. Three people were arrested for vandalism to continue to sell more unrecycled paper in the name 
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structure, a picnic table fashioned from a culvert 
top and stumps. We decided then that we did 
not have the legal situation in which any of us 
could participate in open blockading when the 
courts are more than willing to lock us up for 
extensive amounts of time. Tactics in the sale 
turned to relentless cat & mouse, as well as video 
documentation. This seemed to frustrate the 
Feds, who were doing 24-hour security but were 
still too out of shape to apprehend any of the 
masked lil' warriors — though sometimes they 
did put forth a commendable effort. 

Ultimately, the pine pigs, knowing they 
would have complicity in the courts, charged 
two activists with two counts each of interfer- 
ing with logging and one received a closure 
violation. The following week Locust pied 
Helen Chenowith, and Pebbles was serving 
time for her probation violation. Hours later, 
two other activists, including Drea, were leav- 
ing the timber sale to do jail support. Dragged 
out of their vehicle, they were both tackled, 
charged with resisting arrest, held in jail and 
bailed out a week later. With all the main organizers 
dealing with their legal situations, resistance in the field 
was low. 

While in jail Locust, Pebbles and one other activist were 
charged with two counts each of aiding and abetting Drea 
in her blockade four months prior to their indictment. 

Their trials, which entailed the usual lies and denial of 
justice, had some positive rulings but ended predomi- 
nately as unjust as to be expected in the federal courts in 
Idaho. Drea plead guilty to one of her three charges to 
maintaining an unauthorized structure. She received four 


months in jail with two suspended over two years proba- 
tion, and in an even more drastic violation of rights she is 
banned from all national forests for that time. Locust, 
Pebbles and one other activist were found not guilty of all 
three charges stemming from the original blockade, though 
the federal ruling issued said we "probably, more likely 
than not" did it and the government did not fulfill their 
burden of proof. 

During Drea's incarceration there was trial in Idaho 
federal court on the interfering with logging and violating 

continued on page 52 
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of the free-market economy, landowner rights and "the 
American way of life." - 

One highlight of the action occurred when aninquisi- 
tive customer asked where the paper to make the signs 
came from. To this, BREFi responded, "We rescued it 
from Staples dumpster. Staples was throwing it out." 

. ' • , 

Mattole Logging Continues 

Operating on two separate logging plans, Columbia 
Helicopter and Lewis Logging fallers have leveled a 
majority of the 68 acres slated for dearcutting in North- 
ern California's Mattole forest. The Humboldt County 
Sheriff's Department has barreled into the area with 
logging crews in tow at 4 a.m. every morning. 

On several occasions, the Mattole Forest Defenders 
have mobilized up to 80 activist and community mem- 
bers to block the outside gates, yet with up to seven 
separate entrances, stopping this convoy of more than 

8 20 logging vehides has proved almost impossible. 
Resistance has been strong with more than 35 arrests 
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since May 9. Most of those arrested have been in the 
backwoods at the point of destruction. These brave 
activists have shut down logging for periods of time in 
different areas by climbing trees, talking with falling 
crews and just being in the way. Two women were 
arrested May 11 who had locked down to a 55-gallon 
drum filled with concrete. Their blockade, supported by 
five other blockades, slowed several Maxxam operations 
all morning, including the fleet of haul trucks used to 
transport downed ancient trees out of the Mattole. 

Logging crews have committed violence against ac- 
tivists in the woods and at the gates. Several back- 
woods activists reported being beaten with sticks by 
loggers as sheriff's deputies looked the other way. 
Loggers then chased these activists up trees and piled 
wood debris at the base while one logger waved a can 
of gasoline and threatened to burn them out. At 
several outer gates, truck drivers punched, spit on, 
bumped with their trucks and threw hot coffee in the 
faces of activists. 

A 1 9-year-old has been charged with eight felonies for 
leading a group of 1 7 underage students into the Mattole 
on May 11. Eight of the youth were arrested, and all of 
them had parental permission to participate. None of 
the parents are pressing charges. 
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Wolves and Poodles 


A genetic engineering research-destroying wolf to 
all the "vandals" who've caused genetic-engineering 
researchers to fear that their work will be destroyed. 
According to a March 1 3 Fresno Bee article, with every act 
of vandalism aimed at genetically-engineered (GE) crops, 
central San Joaquin Valley, California, agricultural re- 
searchers wonder whether they will be the target of the 
next attack. 

The article also stated that some scientists are con- 
cerned that the vandalism could have a chilling effect on 
genetic research "possibly causing some scientists to not 
plant GE crops for fear they would be trampled." 

Sounds like time to find a new line of work... 

A big, bad wolf that scared the capitalists away to the 
more militant wing of the anti-globalization move- 
ment for the mere threat of disruption which caused the 
World Bank to cancel its upcoming June conference on 
ending poverty in Barcelona, Spain. A World Bank state- 
ment issued to the press said, "Despite our efforts to 
approach some of the groups that plan to demonstrate 
and include them in the conference, the intention of 
many of these groups. . . is to interrupt it. . . A conference on 
reducing poverty should take place in an atmosphere of 
peace, without provocation, violence or intimidation." 

At this rate, protesters can just stay home and issue 
threatening statements from time to time, and the capi- 
talists will run away! 

A\, A power of the rank and file, alliance- 
Xl building wolf to Walt Creekmore of T eam- 
Mu sters Local 1 74 in Seattle, Washington, for 
®\VA slammingTeamsterbossJimmyHoffaJr.'s 
JXOAVy support of oil drilling in Alaska's Arctic 
wyAX National Wildlife Refuge 
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Creekmore told an EF! Journal corespondent, "1 was 
very angry to learn of Jr. Hoffa's ANWR position, for 
this seems to be a deliberate attempt on his part to 
destroy the excellent working relationships and mu- 
tual aid and support on many levels that we have built 
here in the Pacific Northwest... between rank and file 
Teamsters and our good friends in the environmental 
community... I hope that you will not judge the 
membership of the organization 
by the actions of its illegitimate 
figurehead, and I look forward to 
working with all of you in the 
future to take back our coun- 
try and our planet for this 
generation and 
those to come." * 

Aryan Nation 

so now we need t } 

a new enemy .ft p 1 ! ■ : J 

poodle to the anti- 

racist Southern JMf 

Poverty Law 0 

Center (SPLC) for ^ 

Earth Liberation 'Sflg 
Front (ELF) a 

"hate" group, saying that the ELF has aligned itself on 
the same side as the "racist far right." The SPLC's 
quarterly Intelligence Report, while acknowledging that 
the ELF advocates "equality, social justice and... com- 
passion for all life," states that its leaderless structure 
resembles that of the "Ku Klux Klan" and that its 
opposition to the federal government makes it a 
"hate" group. 

A plastic-coated Frankenpoodle to researchers at 
the Agricultural Research Service Citrus and Sub- 
tropical Products Laboratory in Winter Haven, Florida, 
who applied for a patent for a new edible coating made 
of food grade polyvinyl acetate to prevent fruit decay 
after harvest without discoloring the fruit. 

Polyvinyl acetate is a synthetic polymer that can be 
applied to fruits and vegetables by dipping, spraying 
or brushing. In addition to the polyvinyl acetate, the 
coating for fresh produce can include plasticizers, 
surfactants that aid coverage, gloss enhancing addi- 
tives and other ingredients. 

A lapdog of the cattle industry poodle to Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and US Fish 
and Wildlife Service bureaucrats for sentencing a 22- 
year-old grizzly to death by lethal injection. The 540- 
pound bear, known as the Falls Creek Male, had taken 
down cattle grazing on Forest Service allotments for 
the last 12 years by snapping the necks and crushing 
the skulls of 900-pound yearlings. 

After successfully eluding attempts to relocate him 
for years, the griz was darted and executed April 18 for 
preying on newborn calves on private land and "dis- 
playing an uncharacteristic boldness around humans. " 
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Norwegian Government 
Pursues Wolf Genocide 



by Per Inge Oestmoen 

The Norwegian government ac- 
complished their short-term goal of 
killing an entire wolf pack in 
Oesterdalen. The last two wolves in 
the Atndal pack were shot from a 
helicopter at the end of March. While 
being unfavorable in itself, the loss 
of nine wolves of an already precari- 
ously small population will acceler- 
ate the decline in genetic variation. 
The brutality of this action is bound 
to backfire on those responsible, as 
there are strong indications that the 
Norwegian public is becoming in- 
creasingly aware of the issue. 

The cornerstone of the Norwegian 
government's management strategy 
is the zoning out of wolves from 
most of the country's land mass, most 
of which is excellent wolf habitat. 
The ramifications of this strategy are 
well known among wolf biologists. 
The establishment of new packs as a 
result of dispersed individuals mi- 
grating far away from their original 
home range is an important element 
in their utilizing the existing genetic 
variability and its natural protection 
against inbreeding. It is not easy to 
determine the precise time frame for 
when the detrimental effects of the 


zoning will become noticeable. Suf- 
fice to say that the very principle 
disrupts the normal dynamics of wolf 
societies and undeniably contributes 
negatively to the Scandinavian wolf's 
predicament, hence it is unaccept- 
able from a biological viewpoint. To 
deny the wolf its rightful place in 
nature is very evil. The positive ef- 
fects of predation pressure upon the 
prey populations were established 
long ago. Alertness, fleetness, 
strength, endurance and superior 
senses of wild animals are a direct 
result of the presence of powerful 
environmental pressures, especially 
natural predation. In addition, the 
ungulate population will naturally 
be less healthy unless wolves are 
present to constantly select the stron- 
gest animals for survival. The Nor- 
wegian zoning policy hinders these 
mechanisms by effectively prevent- 
ing the wolves from filling their role 
in the ecosystem, since they are not 
allowed to establish packs in the 
country save for within a ridiculously 
small area located in the extreme 
southeast of Norway. 

The most serious effect of the Nor- 
wegian zoning principle may be its 
psychological influence on people. 

continued on page 53 
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Cellular Phones Killing 
Gorillas anti Elephants 
in the Congo 

Struggling to survive the forces 
of globalization, miners in the 
t <>ngo region are tailing elephants 
and gorillas tor food to support 
their coltan mining operations. 
Coltan is an ore used to coat many 
elec tronic devices including com- 
ponents of cell phones. The in- 
crease in global sales of electronic 
devices has resulted in the price of 
coltan skyrocketing from $.10 per 
pound to $400 per pound. Profits 
have lured miners into Kahuzi- 
Biega National Park where the el* 
ephant population plummeted 
from 3,000 individuals five years 
ago to less than 350 today. The 
United Nations has issued a report 
that calls for an embargo on all 
(ollan shipments in the region 
until safeguards are established. 

Mexican Anti-logging 
Activists Granted Appeal 

\ winner of last v ear s Goldman 
Environmental Prize, Rodolfo 
Montiel Flores andanother mem- 
ber of Cdmpesinos Ecologislas de 
La Sierra de Petalan, Teodoro 
Cabera. have been granted an 
appeal of their rigged conviction 
cm drug and weapons charges. 
The two activists have been in 
solitary confinement for nearly 
two years following confessions 
that were extracted after days of 
torture. Amnesty International 
says tiie real reason they were 
jailed was their success in orga- 
nizing peasant farmers to resist 
rampant logging by Boise Cas- 
cade in Mexico's southern state 
of Guerrero. Mexican President 
Vicente Fox ordered a review of 
their case shortly after taking of- 
fice, and the use of torture by 
Mexican police was made illegal 
this year. At the time of their 
arrest, the Mexican army killed 
one of Montiel's friends. Since 
then, four more members of 
Montiel's group have been assas- 
sinated and many others have 
fled their homes because of death 
threats. 

■■■■■ — — - ■— 
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by David Orr 

One of the darkest days for the US 
Bureau of Reclamation (BuRec) dawned 
brightly on June 5, 1976, near the 
town of Wilford, Idaho. There, across 
the Teton River, lay BuRec's newly 
constructed Teton Dam, rapidly fill- 
ing with runoff from snowmelt high 
in the Grand Teton Mountains. Some 
observers became concerned that the 
reservoir behind the Earthen dam was 
being filled too rapidly. According to 
some accounts, BuRec allowed water 
to rise in the new reservoir twice as fast 
as engineering standards permit. 

The 305-foot Teton Dam, completed 
in November 1975, was built to store, 
divert and deliver virtually all of the 


river's flow for irrigation. Despite evi- 
dence from geological investigations 
that suggested the site was unsuitable 
for a dam, Congress appropriated 
money and BuRec willingly complied. 
Just another taxpayer-subsidized pork 
barrel project, but this time the river 
didn't cooperate. 

At 9:30 a.m., several leaks sprang 
from the face of the dam. Ominously, 
the trickle soon became a gusher and 
earth began sliding down the dam face. 
Bulldozers, still onsite for finishing 
minor grading work on the newly com- 
pleted dam construction project, were 
hastily brought out to repair the gaping 
holes that were growing into craters 
faster than the machines could work. 

continued on page 54 


A quarter-century after the most spectacular dam 
failure In BuRec history, the agency is at a crossroads. 


"Eco-terrorist" Hysteria 
Sweeps Several States 

As activists increasingly turn to 
more drastic forms of direct action, a 
wave of "eco-terrorist" hysteria is 
sweeping state legislatures. 

The Oregon Legislature recently 
passed a bill to protect Starbucks 
from people opposed to capitalism. 
In an Orwellian twist, the bill would 
classify actions taken against cor- 
porate property as hate crimes — a 
designation usually reserved for 
those attacking oppressed minori- 
ties based on religion, race or sexual 
preference. 

Washington's version of the eco- 
terror hysteria makes no distinction 
between graffiti artists and child 
molesters, as even the slightest dam- 
age to a business could be consid- 
ered a terrorist act. 

While drought and a windblown 
Texas fungus threaten the Kansas 
wheat crop. Governor Bill Graves 
has found the time to chase after the 
possibility of anti-genetic crop pro- 
testers. With help horn the Kansas 
Fertilizer and Chemical Association 
(KFCA) and the American Crop Pro- 
tection Association, a state law was 
"impartially" amended to impose 
stiffer penalties on people who de- 
contaminate genetically altered crop 
sites. The chairman of KFCA said, 
"This legislation is a pre-emptive 
strike and will help deter the grow- 
ing number of eco-terrorist attacks 
against crop production." 

There have been no known at- 
tacks of this kind in the state. The 
governor's action may just encour- 


as well as the influence of corporate 
farm chemical lobbyists. 


a law aimed at environmental groups 
that claim credit lor destroying ge- 
netically engineered crop experi- 
ments. Republican Governor Jane , 


it into law, proclaiming that "those 
tyho destroy crops or agricultural 
research will be liable for double 
damages." The law takes effect 90 
days after the Legislature adjourns 
this year. 
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Tumbleweed Free — 
Rogue Cops Still On 
the Loose 

Legal battles from a July 2000, 
protest against a meeting of the 
International Society for Animal 
Genetics (ISAG) continue in Min- 
nesota. Twin Cities Mutual Aid 
Defense Committee (TCMADC) 
was formed in August 2000, to 
help in the defense of Robert 
"Tumbleweed" Czernik, a Min- 
neapolis man charged with felony 
possession of illegal mushrooms 
following an illegal and politi- 
cally motivated raid by heavily 
armed local police, FBI, and DBA 
agents. Tumbleweed ended up in 
the hospital with facial injuries 
suffered from police brutality. 
Fourteen others were arrested and 
police seized a large amount of 
personal property. 

On May 18, 2001, Tumbleweed 
appeared in court and took a de- 
ferment offer that includes one- 
year probation period with three 
months of urine testing. In May 
2002, the felony charge will be 
dropped. The deferment agree- 
ment was accepted by Tum- 
bl eweed because the judge refused 
to allow testimony concerning 
the ISAG, police surveillance or 
details of the protest in the trial. 
TCMADC's efforts helped direct 
pressure on Hennepin County 
from around the world. 

Also on May 18, Rory Scoles 
was found not guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor of violent resistance 
of arrest stemming from the ISAG 
protest. The jury wisely disbe- 
lieved the lies of several police 
officers, yet still found Scoles 
guilty of unlawful assembly and 
simple resisting arrest. The re- 
maining charges against ISAG 
arrestees are tied up in legal ap- 
peals relating to police undercover 
operations and abuse. The Pulse, a 
Minnesota weekly, recently 
posted a picture of the under- 
cover cop who beat Tumbleweed 
in July and jumped "Agent Pe- 
can" at a demonstration on May 


by Tim Lengerich the fre , e hamburgers. I even worked on 

a couple of ranches in college. I mended 
There is a tremendous irony in public fences, rode through the sagebrush 
lands ranching. On one hand, ranchers chasing steers and bucked bales of 
and cowboys are canonized in the Cow- hay. I have some firsthand experience 
boy Myth as icons of stalwartness, hard with ranching and its lifestyle. It has 
work and an aw-shucks, salt of the earth its attractions — especially if you ig- 
mentality. In reality, ranchers are the nore the environmental costs. 
most pervasively destructive force on our \ began to re-assess my views on ranch- 

public land, with logging placed a distant j n g as a result of my college experiences. 
second. Via outlandish subsidies, you, I As an undergraduate, I studied wildlife 
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Vieques: Ecology Under Siege 




by Robert Rabin 

The most alarming contamination 
factor in Vieques, Puerto Rico, is the US 
Navy. The 50 years that the Navy has 
been operating in Vieques can be clas- 
sified as "a half century of environ- 
mental disaster." The Puerto Rican 
environmentalist Dr. Neftali Garcia, in 
his work Historical and Natural Conse- 
quences of the US Navy Presence in Vieques, 
affirms that the military practices have 
produced serious destruction of the 
natural resources. "The Navy destroyed 
the coco groves of Bahia Tapon, Bahia 
de la Chiva, Pint Brigadier, Puerto Ne- 
gro and has begun the destruction in 
other areas like Bahia Salinas del Sur." 

Professor Jose Seguinot Barbosa, di- 
rector of the geography department of 
the University of Puerto Rico at Rio 
Piedras, in his study Vieques, the Ecology 
of an Island Under Siege, maintains that, 
"The eastern tip of the island (where 
the Navy carries out its bombing prac- 
tice) constitutes a region with more 
craters per kilometer than the moon." 
In the same work, Seguinot states, "The 
destruction of the natural and human 
resources of Vieques violates the basic 
norms of international law and human 
rights. At the state and federal level the 
laws pertaining to the coastal zone, 
water and noise quality, underwater 
resources, archaeological resources and 
land use, among others are violated." 

The Viequense chemical engineer, 
Rafael Cruz Perez, in Contamination Pro- 
duced by Explosives and Residuals of Explo- 
sives in Vieques, Puerto Rico, describes three 
sources of contamination that result from 
the Navy's activities in Vieques: the 
chemical composition of the missiles' 
charge and the composition of the reac- 
tion, the particles of dust and rock that 
are thrown into the atmosphere as a 
result of the impact of the explosions and 
metallic residues left by the projectiles 
when they fragment, as well as the scrap 
iron used as targets in the bombing area. 

Cruz was an artillery officer in the 
US Army and worked in Vieques study- 
ing the environmental effects of the 
artillery practices that are conducted. 
He describes the situation of Cerro 
Matias and other adjacent sectors (the 
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A gift to Vieques from 
Clinton and the US Army. 


Navy's bombing zone) like a "battle- 
field during World War I, where the 
ground and a great part of the vegeta- 
tion has been reduced. Cerro Matias 
can be considered in its fundamental 
characteristics as a giant deposit of 
solid waste." 

The Viequense engineer adds "ac- 
cording to the information provided 
by the US Navy, this material is never 
removed, instead it is detonated or 
simply covered over with dirt. As a 
result of the effects of the explosions, 
the sea breezes and natural 
atmospherization, the metals are oxi- 
dized or decomposed changing in an 
accelerated form into products that 
contaminate the environment. In the 
same study, we find that the concen- 
tration of the contaminants (TNT, N03, 
N02, RDX and Tetryl) in the sources of 
drinking water in the towns of Isabel 
Segunda and La Esperanza are the same 
or similar to those found in the ponds 
and lagoons in the bombing area in 
Cerro Matias. The study does not ex- 
plain how these substances reach the 
water sources, located more than 14 
kilometers from the bombing area." 

The author points out "that compo- 
nents resulting from the explosions in 
the bombing area in the east of Vieques 
are transported by diverse mechanisms 
toward the civilian area in the center 


of the island. In the case of the explo- 
sion of pieces of artillery, missiles and 
bombs, there exist various factors, 
which increase the facility of move- 
ment of these contaminants. The 
effects of the prevailing winds in the 
explosion area disperse the cloud of 
contaminants generated by an explo- 
sion. The fine particles become part of 
the atmosphere and are transported 
through the air over great distances. 
We find that the effective concentra- 
tion of particles over the civil area of 
Vieques exceeds 197 micrograms per 
cubic meter and therefore exceeds the 
legal federal criteria for clean air." 

In May 1999, the US Navy admitted 
it fired depleted uranium projectiles 
(DU) on Vieques. The information was 
offered in response to a Freedom of 
Information Act request by the Mili- 
tary Toxics Project. According to Navy 
officials, a pilot accidentally loaded his 
aircraft with DU rounds and fired them 
on Vieques. The same documentation 
explains that of 363 rounds fired, only 
52 were recovered. US forces practiced 
extensively in Vieques for the Gulf War 
and the military interventions in the 
Balkans. In both areas DU weapons 
were used heavily. Several NATO coun- 
tries are currently investigating a pos- 
sible relationship between the recent 
cancer deaths of soldiers who were de- 
ployed to areas where large amounts of 
DU projectiles were fired. 

Recent scientific studies indicate 
high levels of heavy metals are present 
in the environment. The University of 
Puerto Rico's Graduate School of Pub- 
lic Health recently reported results of 
a study that indicate Vieques has a 27 
percent higher cancer case rate com- 
pared to the rest of Puerto Rico. 

These scientific studies confirm that 
the activities of the US Navy result in 
an environmental crisis with serious 
consequences for the human and 
physical geographic health. An obvi- 
ous solution is to end the overwhelm- 
ing source of contamination in 
Vieques: US Navy out of Vieques! 

For more information, contact the 
Committee for the Rescue and Devel- 
opment of Vieques, POB 1424, Vieques, 
Puerto Rico 00765; (787) 741-0716. 



Hawaii Mobilizes against 


the Asian Develop* 


nt Bank 


by Aasha Ohana 

The week of May 9, activists in 
Hawaii mobilized for their first mass 
demonstrations against the insti- 
tutions of corporate globalization, 
as the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) held its annual meeting in 
Honolulu. The week of resistance 
included speakers, panels, debates, 
films, an indigenous peoples' fo- 
rum, puppet-making workshops, a 
critical mass bike ride and a march 
and rally with 1,000 people in front 
of the convention center. 

Weeks before the meet- 
ings, the Honolulu police 
worked with the main- 
stream media to create an 
aura of fear around the dem- 
onstrations. Almost daily, 
local newspapers and TV 
predicted "unruly," "crazy" 
and "raucous" "trouble- 
makers... from the main- 
land" provoking "riots," 
while describing in detail 
the tear-gas, extra security, 
national guard and hospi- 
tal preparations that $7 
million of tax money was 
to pay for. Their strategy 
was simple: marginalize the 
demonstrators and scare 
people into staying home. 

But demonstrators wouldn't be 
marginalized and citizens didn't stay 
home. Auditoriums and churches 
were filled as speakers explained how 
the ADB mandates the dismantling 
of local economies, the destruction 
of ecosystems and indigenous 
lifestyles and the elimination of so- 
cial services. People who have been 
directly affected by ADB programs 
in Asia told of the privatization of 
state enterprises, minimum wage 
caps, reductions of agricultural sub- 
sidies, user fees for water and other 
injustices that have been imposed by 
this for-profit bank's "restructuring" 
of their communities. Public debates 
were held where ADB officials could 


not adequately defend implement- 
ing projects that tear entire com- 
munities without any democratic 
process, line the pockets of develop- 
ment companies and in the end are 
often unsustainable. 

More than 1,000 people gathered in 
downtown Honolulu armed with 
brightly colored puppets, artwork, 
drums, chants, dances and music. 
Kanaka maoli, indigenous Hawaiians, 
led a festive march to the convention. 
Once there, ADB President Tadeo 
Chino came out of the fortress to face 
the demonstrators as they presented 


each of their demands for change, 
followed by the question: "Do you 
understand?" He answered each time 
that yes, he understood. But not sur- 
prisingly, Chino declined to make any 
promises for change. After an hour, 
demonstrators continued the march 
through the Waikiki Beach area and 
ended at Kapiolani Park with an after- 
noon of music, speakers and food, 
compliments of Food Not Bombs. 

Police tried to divert attention from 
their egregious numbers by standing 
behind bicycles instead of barricades, 
carrying hidden guns and dressing in 
safari hats and brown print vests over 
white t-shirts, making them look more 
like tour guides than enforcers of op- 
pression. Score one for the Honolulu 


Police Department's new public rela- 
tions firm, though nothing could hide 
the island's largest security build-up 
since World War II. 

Before May, not many people in Ha- 
waii had ever heard of the ADB. Now 
few in Honolulu haven't heard about its 
controversial projects. The meetings 
spurred a flurry of community network- 
ing and organizing, the formation of 
indymedia, medical and legal teams, a 
series of nonviolence trainings and the 
radicalizing of folks who had never been 
part of a mass action before. The police 
state was brought to view for all to see, 
with its pervasive presence, 
chemical weapons, helicopters, 
crowd-listening devices and a 
bill for the taxpayers that 
sparked public outcry. 

The protests didn't shut 
the meetings down, as many 
would have liked, but as one 
demonstrator said, "On a 
small island in the middle 
of the Pacific Ocean, for the 
first Hawaiian meeting of a 
little-known institution, it 
would have been tough to 
gather the numbers to do 
that. So we followed a differ- 
ent strategy. We brought 
public awareness to ADB 
practices while exposing 
the extent of the police state and 
showing ourselves to be intelligent, 
peaceful citizens that couldn't be 
silenced. All the people who thought 
about coming out to the rally but 
didn't because of media-induced 
fears of riots and tear-gas will be with 
us next time. And the state will have 
a hard time getting $7 million for 
security again. 

"We can look at this week and see 
what worked well and what could be 
improved upon. We will learn from 
every action. We were not organizing 
for a one-time event. This is an ongo- 
ing struggle, and just one part of a 
strong, worldwide movement." 

For more information, visit 
www.infoshop.org/inews. 



Cops protect the bank district as the demonstration passes by. 
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Globalization and 
Resistance in Colombia 

“You sprau us like we are cockroaches." 


by Randy Serraglio 

"Plan Colombia = plan de muerte" (Plan Colombia = plan 
of death) 

FIRST LINE OF SOME GRAFFITI ON THE WALL 

OF A BANK IN DOWNTOWN BOGOTA 

I saw this graffiti during a Witness for Peace human 
rights delegation to Colombia in March. One hundred of 
us were there to assess the impacts of US policy in Colom- 
bia. The message is bleak and de- 
pressingly accurate. 

Plan Colombia refers to the $ 1.6- 
billion US aid package funneled into 
Colombia over the last two years. The 
vast majority of it (more than 85 per- 
cent) is military aid, ostensibly to fight 
the drug war. Originally military aid 
was to be a small part of a much 
broader multilateral aid package to 
address the underlying social causes of 
Colombia's 35-year civil war, as well as 
for the eradication of illicit crops. 

Unfortunately, the promised so- 
cial investment has shriveled up like 
a fumigated field. What is left is a war 
plan, focused on one major military 
operation: the push into southern 
Colombia, where the majority of the 
world's coca is now grown. 

Thousands of small farmers have 
migrated to southern Colombia in 
recent years, forced from their homes 
by decades of violence and policies 
that were specifically intended to 
push them off their land. 

The area is generally controlled by the Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC), Colombia's largest 
guerrilla group. The FARC now makes millions of dollars a 
year by taxing the booming coca production. 

That illicit revenue is the true target of Plan Colombia. 
The plan centers on a massive campaign of aerial fumiga- 
tion of coca fields in guerrilla-controlled areas. It includes 
dozens of helicopters and large-scale counterinsurgency 
training of elite Colombian units to provide ground sup- 
port for spray planes that will inevitably come under 
guerrilla attack. It is a tried and true counterinsurgency 
strategy of attacking civilian support networks to isolate 
and defeat the guerrillas. 

Despite the "bail out" propaganda that US war-makers 
have used to sell this plan to taxpayers, Plan Colombia 



serves mostly the narrow interests of the US military and its 
corporate partners. They appear to be willing to sacrifice 
the civilian population to gain control of southern Colom- 
bia, an area laden with oil, among other riches. 

Defeating the FARC means removing a major obstacle to 
unbridled exploitation of Colombia's markets and resources. 
It also provides the context for repression of Colombian civil 
society, much like every other cold war in Latin America. 
Those who would oppose the global economic paradigm are 
lumped in with guerrillas and targeted for arrest, torture and 
assassination. 

Heavy lobbying and large campaign 
contributions by the helicopter com- 
panies Sikorsky and Bell ensured that 
they will reap millions of dollars from 
Plan Colombia. Monsanto, respon- 
sible for Agent Orange in Vietnam, 
hauls in millions from the herbicides, 
while private military contractors 
make millions more providing pilots 
and logistics. 

The biggest losers, of course, are 
the people who live in southern Co- 
lombia. As one campesino put it, "You 
spray us like we are cockroaches." 

Supporters of Plan Colombia claim 
the fumigation is harmless, that the 
herbicide in question is just Roundup, 
| the common household brand. 

^ The truth is that the herbicide being 
| sprayed over thousands of acres of 
? Colombian countryside is a highly 
| concentrated form, dubbed Roundup 
Ultra, which also contains other chemi- 
cals to make it more effective against 
the resilient coca. This toxic brew has 
not been safety tested, and an independent researcher's 
requests for samples have been denied. 

The spray campaign is nothing short of a crime against 
nature and humanity. Food crops, drinking wells, alterna- 
tive crop projects and biodiverse rainforest are sprayed 
with little to spare. Respiratory illnesses and skin rashes are 
rampant in the fumigation zones, especially in children. 

The fumigation campaign draws no distinction between 
farmers growing coca for the drug trade and indigenous 
people who have been growing coca for thousands of years 
as a fundamental part of their culture. For them, even a 
crop substitution program is an assault on their identity 
and their continued existence as native people. Fumiga- 
tion is a death knell, destroying the forest and the land they 
rely on for survival. 


Bananas from a crop destroyed by fumigation. 
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No asesinaran la esperanza 
(They will not assassinate 
hope) 

— SECOND LINE OF THE GRAFFITI 

The group I traveled with 
visited Cauca, which is sched- 
uled for Phase II of Plan Co- 
lombia next year. A few years 
ago, thousands of campesinos, 
Afro-Colombians, unionists 
and others blockaded the Pan- 
American Highway to protest 
the economic policies and ne- 
glect of the government. 

Hundreds of thousands 



Resistance in the US con- 
tinues to grow. On April 2, 
six young women from 
Oberlin College locked down 
in Washington, DC, disrupt- 
ing a conference of Sikorsky 
executives. Other actions 
have taken place at the 
Sikorsky plant in Connecti- 
cut and at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, home of US Army 
Special Forces units that are 
training the Colombian mili- 
tary. A Monsanto boycott is 
already underway. 

The threats are clear, but 


have hit the streets and been met with 
violent repression. Many have died in 
street battles that make Seattle look tame. 


mony, I stood outside his house in the 
dark while he went off to sleep in the 
fields. I listened to the sounds of the 


the solutions are complex. Activists in 
industrialized countries must sharpen 
their critiques of the global economic 


For millions of people in Latin lush campo and pondered the surreal disease by seeing it from the nuanced 
America, matters of free trade and the evil that lurked out there amidst the perspective of those who are impacted 
IMF and World Bank are matters of life overwhelming natural beauty. the most. Only then can we build the 

and death. When water rates quadruple In those moments, I realized that alliances necessary to resist globally, 

overnight because of privatization, the well-armed assassins were not the As for Plan Colombia, US public 
when cuts in basic services threaten biggest threat; they were merely a opinion is turning away from the hys- 
health and when coffee prices plum- symptom of the greater global disease, teria of the drug war, which may open 
met in the global marketplace "race to The true evil is global capitalism em- the space to discredit this plan de muerte 
the bottom," millions suffer. bodied in the spreading cancers of and expose it for what it really is: the 

We met with Cauca's governor, Floro IMF, FTAA and World Bank. final conquest of the hemisphere. 

Tunuvalci, the first indigenous gover- 
nor in Colombia's history. He was 
elected by a broad coalition that grew 
out of the Pan-American Highway 
blockade. Floro is one of six governors 
of departments in southern Colombia 
who oppose the fumigation and mili- 
tary aid of Plan Colombia. They are 
working on a proposal for an alterna- 
tive plan based on manual eradication 
and social investment. 

We visited a small village that had 
been targeted for several massacres in 
the preceding months. Indigenous and 
peasant communities have been hit 
hardest by the civil war, suffering vio- 
lence and extortion by left-wing guer- 
rillas and right-wing paramilitary death 
squads. In contested areas, civilians are 
the targets for assassination and massa- 
cre, by whichever armed actor accuses 
them of helping the other side. 

I slept in the house of a man who 
never sleeps in his own house. He had 
been threatened for attempting to 
bring paramilitary assassins to justice, 
but he refused to back down. He ex- 
plained that resistance was the only 
answer to the oppression his people 
faced and that if he were killed others 
would take his place. "A man who 
lives fully never dies," he said. 

After hearing his emotional testi- 


Activist: 


KILLS IN LIT! 

Maintain Pressure to Close tl 


ULRICA 

of the Americas 


On May 24. 26 human rights advocates were found guilty of criminal 
trespassing during last November's protest against the continued existence 
of the School of the Americas (SOA) in Fort Benning, Georgia. The 
sentences range from three years on probation to one year in federal prisor 
with 20 of the protesters receiving six months in federal prison. Fines of u 
to $3,000 were doled out based on the Individual's ability to pay. 

More than 10, OCX) soldiers from Colombia have been trained at the SO/ 
Reports issued in the last year by the US State Department and Huma 
Rights Watch document the involvement of Colombian SOA graduates i 


ers, religious leaders, student activists and others working for just wages, decent 
housing, basic living needs and other fundamental human rights. 


One of the 26 charged in November was Earth Firstler Josh Raisler Coh 
was arrested twice doing climbing actions inside Fort Benning. Sever 
before the mass action, he symbolically hung himself in front of a I 
reading "SOA Killsin Latin America. " Two weeks la ter, he and another cl 
Sprout, hung a 40 by 50 foot banner off a water tower next to the barrac 
house the SOA troops. The red, white and blue banner read "North anc 
the People Say, Close the School of the Americas." Cohn was sentence* 
months in federal prison and immediately taken into custody. 

Despite attempts by the government to quash dissent by tmpri; 
people, the movement to challenge and close this flagship 
paramllitarism is growing. For more information or to support 
prisoners of conscience, contact the School of the Americas We 
(202) 234-3440; www.soaw.org. 


in, who 
rai days 

banner 


Bm 
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m mBorn to^mDie at u 

Huntingdon 


1951 HLS formed by Professor 
| Alistair Worden. 

-• - » 


4 - 


Early 1 990s In response to industry concerns, US Congress 
passed legislation making it a federal crime to break into a 
research facility and cause more than $10,000 in damages. 



1981 Sarah Kite, from the British Union Against 
Vivisection, worked inside the HLS lab in 
Huntingdon for six months. Her investigation 
gave the first glimpse inside the laboratory. 


1997 Two undercover investigators infiltrated HLS. 
After the Royal Bank of Scotland gave a 22.5-million 
pound loan to keep HLS afloat, demonstrations took 
place across the UK. The ALF disabled dozens of the 
bank’s ATMs by inserting cards covered in superglue 
into the machines. 


"A series of numbers instantly makes me recall a primate's tattoo. I see 
the finely textured skin of the macaques. I see their human-like fingernails 
and their little navels. I see them using their seldom supplied "enrichment" 
mirrors, not to look at their own reflection, but to examine parts of a barren 
concrete room they have no chance to see. “Each one has their own 
individual fingerprints, " someone once told me. I don't know if this is true, 
but I do know that each of them look uniquely different. I know that if the 
fur and skin are tom off in a violent cage injury, the healed skin looks no 
different than a human beings'." 

— Reflection from an undercover investigator at 
HLS' lab in East Millstone, New Jersey 

Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) has been the subject of five 
undercover investigations exposing tremendous cruelty to animals. 
Internationally, activists have committed themselves to shutting 
down HLS after investigators' video footage, photos and diaries have 
shown workers punching beagle puppies in the face, dissecting a 
conscious monkey, transplanting a frozen pig's heart into a baboon 
and falsifying scientific data and procedures. As recent as September 
2000, leaked documents from HLS exposed more than 520 errors 
and omissions due to botched organ transplant experiments where 
hundreds of monkeys and wild-caught baboons died after geneti- 
cally manipulated piglet heart and kidney transplants. 

As Europe's largest and most notorious contract animal testing 
company, and with a laboratory in East Millstone, New Jersey, HLS 
conducts chemical tests commissioned by the top names in the 
pharmaceutical, biotech and agrochemical industries. Annually in 
HLS' labs, roughly 180,000 animals are forced to ingest, inhale and 
endure all sorts of toxic chemicals, including toxic doses of pharma- 
ceuticals, pesticides and chemicals such as weed killers and disinfec- 
tants. HLS has 70,000 animals waiting to die at any one time — dogs, 
cats, monkeys, guinea pigs, rabbits, rats, mice and birds. These animals 
are described as "quiet, huddled, shivering, unsteady and in spasm." 

The campaign to close HLS started in England several years ago 
and is heating up here in the US. According to a Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC) spokesperson, "For every 500 animals HLS 
brutally murders everyday, there are 500 strategies that activists will 
employ to destroy their vile business." If the campaign to close HLS 
continues with the level of tenacity and ferocity shown in recent 
months, the laboratory will soon become a distant memory. 

Since a national protest in the US in April, public support, media 
attention and energy in the campaign have been unprecedented. 
During the week following the protest, Huntingdon's stock price fell 
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"Most of the monkeys in 3314 will be killed this week. 
They're scheduled for all kinds ofbloodwork as the 
study winds up. 1 told him l may not be able to see 
Mm again. When I told him this he came to the center 
of the door and pressed his whole face against the 
cage staring at me. I stroked his cheek and whispered 
goodbye, and as I stood up and he moved back to his 
fetal position, it occurred to me, too late, that he was 
pressing his face forward for a Mss." 

— Prom HLS undercover investigator's diary 


from $ 1 .82 to a low of $ 1 .25. Attention will now be 
centered on Huntingdon's main financial backers: 
Stephens, Inc. and Bank of New York. 

HLS may close a year from now, or tomorrow. But 
one thing is certain — they will close. Fourteen beagles 
living free tell us so. A flipped car and smashed 
windows tell us so. Dozens of activists, eyes burning 
from pepper-spray, refusing to back down from the 
front lines tell us so. For the 70,000 animals still 
imprisoned in their laboratories — we will not lose. 

— Gina Lynn and Darius Fullmer contributed 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON HLS 


photo courtesy SHAC 



1998 The USDA fined HLS $50,000 for 
23 violations of the Animal Welfare Act. 
These same violations have continued 
I as recently as March 2000. 

+ — T 


December 2000 HLS removed from the New York Stock Exchange. A 
growing list of investment companies pull out of HLS, including Citibank, 
Merrill Lynch and Charles Schwab. 

• Fifth HLS undercover investigation released by SHAC with shocking 
ijdeo footage, including of a monkey escaping from an HLS lab. 


September 2000 HLS exposed in UK for substandard research 
practices after documents leaked to animal activists showed the 
suffering from botched cross-species transplant experiments. 


December 2000 

• Stephens, Inc. sued SHAC USA, Voices for Animals and website administrator Kevin Mudrick for constructing 
a website (www.stephenskills.com). Stephens lost the lawsuit when the judge ruled that the use of the Stephens 
logo and website design was not for commercial use and was protected by the First Amendment. 


f 


January 2001 US investor, Stephens, Inc., saved HLS from closing its doors by extending a $33-million loan. 


February 2001 HLS Managing Director Brian Cass was beaten with baseball bats outside his home in England. 

A • The Animal Liberation-Tactical Internet Response Network (AL-TIRN) held an electronic civil disobedience action 

against HLS. According to AL-TIRN, "The campaign against HLS is now being intensified to include a new area of 
protest aimed at blocking the information highway of the company." The announcement by AL-TIRN comes on 
the heels of an action-filled week that saw more than 1,500 UK activists lay siege to several of HLS' biggest clients 
causing severe disruption, while US activists flooded the phone lines, email systems and offices of Stephens, Inc. 

0 — March 2001 Fourteen beagles liberated from Huntingdon's laboratory in New Jersey. This 
marked the first time activists on either side of the Atlantic liberated animals from HLS. 

• HLS and Stephens, Inc. file a Civil Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organization (RICO) 
lawsuit in an attempt to pin allegations of physical attacks, bomb threats, property 
destruction, burglary and harassment on the Animal Defense League, In Defense of Animals 
and Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC). According to a SHAC spokesperson, "This 
SLAPP-suit is completely baseless, and we are looking forward to dragging this through the 
legal system as HLS will have to spend what little money they have left in a legal fight." 


April 2001 National protest against HLS: Approximately 150 activists converged on the New Jersey laboratory. Four arrests 
6 — were made as police formed together and charged into the crowd. 

• Henning Jonassen, Director of the Necropsy Laboratory, had the windows of his car and house shattered and his 
car flipped over. Frankie Trull, president of the Foundation for Biomedical Research told the Courier News that "such 
terrorist campaigns intimidate researchers and undermine research. For those who don't support animal research 
to take these matters into their own hands... has a chilling effect on people who conduct animal research." 

• Boisterous protests held at several Stephens' offices, including Atlanta, Chicago and Boston. In San Francisco, 
12 demonstrators blockaded themselves inside the conference room of Stephens' office, they were removed after 
two dozen police officers forced their way inside by axing through a plexi-glass window. 

#— May 2001 Week of action against HLS in New Jersey. HLS had been granted a temporary restraining 
order placing restrictions on protests at the homes of HLS employees. Not deterred, activists proceeded 
to the home of Thomas Perna, Senior Vice President of the Bank of New York to protest. 

• The Animal Liberation Front claimed responsibility for hacking into the website of Primate Products, 
a company that supplies the primates used in the product-testing research at HLS. The "improved" 
website contained several graphic photos of primates butchered in research laboratories and even 
contained photos of actual primates from inside HLS that were taken during undercover investigations. 


June 2001 Protests at the annual HLS shareholders' meeting in New York City on June 14. 
• Campaign kick-off against another financial backer of HLS, the Bank of New York. 


Ongoing in the UK Every weekday, a crowd of protesters gather outside the gates of HLS' main lab in 
Huntingdon. As workers come and go, they meet screaming protesters. Every eight weeks, SHAC UK holds 
national demonstrations where more than 1,000 protesters target the lab or a company affiliated with HLS. 

• Large demonstrations are followed up with demonstrations at the homes of workers. The Animal Liberation 
Front has waged a series of car bombings and attacks on workers' homes. The HLS employee turnover rate is high. 
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Following Them Wherever They Go... 


Protests Against HLS Investors, Stephens, Inc. 


by Gina Lynn and Darius Fullmer 

Following several undercover exposes, investors and 
customers began leaving Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) 
in droves. Over the past year, Stop Huntingdon's Animal 
Cruelty in the United Kingdom (SHAC UK) has targeted 
individual financial supporters with intense protests. The 
campaign in the UK has made Huntingdon financially 
untouchable and few institutions are willing to contend 
with being targeted for supporting HLS. 

HLS was on its last leg in January 2001, and within hours 
of declaring bankruptcy, Stephens, Inc. stepped in. Ever 
since, Stephens, an investment banking firm headquartered 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, has come under fire for extending 
a $33-million loan to save HLS. Without Stephens, HLS' 
largest shareholder, the laboratory doors would have closed. 

Activists have since presented a clear message: If you're 
involved with HLS, you'll have to deal with an angry 
animal rights movement everywhere you go. Stephens' 
loan runs out in January 2002, and activists are working to 
insure that they do not renew it. 

When SHAC activists learned that president Warren 
Stephens was a member of the exclusive Augusta Golf Club 
in Georgia, a protest was organized for the National Golf 
Tournament on March 16. Five people were arrested for 
disorderly conduct while bringing attention to Warren 
Stephens and his staunch support of animal torture. 

A spokesperson for SHAC USA stated, "Stephens, Inc. is 
responsible for the deaths of more than 500 animals daily. 
Everywhere Warren Stephens goes, we will make sure the 
name HLS goes with him, a name synonymous with 
animal cruelty. This is only the beginning of the headache 



Somerset County New Jersey Emergency Response Team Officers are 
shown in riot gear as animal rights protesters leave HLS lab. 


the animal rights movement will cause Stephens and all 
others connected to that vile laboratory." 

This protest came on the heels of several phone block- 
ades against Stephens, Inc., demonstrations outside their 
offices across the country and an Internet sit-in that several 
times brought the company's website to a halt. 

About 50 protesters gathered on March 21-23, for the next 
target: Stephens' investment conference in Las Vegas. Po- 
lice, outnumbering activists by at least two to one, grossly 
overreacted to the peaceful demonstration. 

Jake Conroy from Seattle raised his hand to block the 
view of a police video camera upon him. He was subse- 
quently tackled by police and charged with obstructing 
police business and resisting arrest. A medical doctor who 
had rented a room at a casino was followed to his room, 
placed in a choke hold by security, 
then charged with battery. 

Other arrests included five demon- 
strators who drove into a golf course 
parking lot. They were not asked to 
leave and were all arrested for trespass- 
ing. While in custody, some of the 
arrestees were interrogated by the FBI 
about the Animal and Earth Libera- 
tion Fronts who, it turns out, local 
police expected to be at these protests. 

Contact Warren Stephens, president 
of Stephens, Inc., Ill Center St., Little 
Rock, AR 72201-4402; (501) 374-4361; 
(800) 643-9691; (501) 377-2666 (fax); 
(501) 377-2379 (Warren's direct fax); 
www. Stephens, com . 

For more information, visit 
www.stephenskills.com. 

Editors' Note: In October, there will be a 
national demonstration against Stephens, 
Inc. at its headquarters in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. Contact SHAC USA for details. 


Help Close HLS: What You Can Do 


After contacting Warren Stephens, 
there is the Bank of New York and other 
companies that invest in HLS. 

Bank of New York (BNY): BNY 
controls the American Depository Re- 
ceipts program which allows Ameri- 
can firms to invest in HLS, since they 
are traded and based in the United 
Kingdom. Without them, HLS would 
not be able to sell shares in the US. 
BN Y's withdrawing support would be 
a fatal blow to HLS! For more informa- 
tion, visit www.bankofnykUls.com. 

Thomas Renyi, BNY President, One 
WaU St, New York, NY 10286; (212) 
495-1 784; (800) 432-0140; (888) LINK- 
BNY (24-hour); (212) 809-9528 (fax); 
trenyi@bankofny.com. 

Although our focus should be on the 


investors, we should not forget those 
who are actually performing these hor- 
rific experiments on the monkeys, beagles, 
rabbits, mice and fish. 

Huntingdon Life Sciences, POB 
2360, Mettlers Rd., East Millstone, 
NJ 08875-2360; (732) 873-2550; 
(732) 873-8513 (fax). Activists in the 
UK have faxed black pieces of paper to 
HLS fax machines to tie up the line. 

Demand that they release all the 
animals to sanctuaries. Dial 0 for the 
operator or type in the first four let- 
ters of an employee's last name. 

For more information, contact Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty USA, 
POB 22398, Philadelphia, PA 19110; 
(888) 354-243S; shacusa@envirolink.org; 
www.shacusa.net. 
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Hooking ext t\\o Roots of tkoXi^eo of ^vil 


A Campaign to Transform the Global Financial System 


CZiiigroup ]\\eA wi+k TVo+es+s .Abound tkeVVo ►‘Id 


by Patrick Reinsborough 

To paraphrase Thoreau, for every 
1,000 activists hacking at the branches 
of the tree of evil only one is hacking at 
the roots. It is in this spirit of effective 
radicalism that people around the world 
have been uniting to confront 
Citigroup, one of the world's largest 
financial institutions. Made up of 
Citibank, Wall Street investment giant 
Salomon Smith Barney, Citifinancial 
and Traveler's Insurance, Citigroup is a 
$ 720-billion corporation and a corner- 
stone of the global economy. 

Behind the WTO, World 
Bank and multinational cor- 
porations is a fundamentally 
flawed financial system. This 
system, aptly described by Ed 
Abbey as embodying "the ide- 
ology of the cancer cell," is 
pathological in its very na- 
ture. It is a system defined by 
colonial genocide, blind con- 
sumerism and economic 
growth that puts the interests 
of corporate elites ahead of 
the well-being of all other life. 

To stop this assault on the 
natural world, it is essential 
that we unmask the real power 
brokers of the global economy 
and leverage our power 
against giant financial corpo- 
rations like Citigroup. 

Citigroup profits off projects that 
destroy fragile ecosystems, violate hu- 
man rights and displace indigenous 
communities. From underwriting 
Maxxam Corporation's liquidation of 
the California Redwoods, genetically 
engineering trees for Chilean pulp mills 
and converting primary rainforest to 
palm plantations in Indonesia, 
Citigroup knows how to make a profit 
from killing a forest. Close your eyes 
and point to a place on the globe — 
Citigroup is sure to be there. 

On April 11, 2001, as part of an 
international day of action, activists in 
80 cities on five continents rose in 
unison to challenge the Citigroup 


stranglehold over communities and 
ecosystems around the globe. In a col- 
orful display of demonstrations, edu- 
cational events and creative actions, 
activists exposed Citigroup's involve- 
ment in fueling destruction. Unwilling 
to be complicit, people cut up their 
Citigroup credit cards by the hundreds 
and signed pledges saying they will 
never do business with "the world's 
most destructive bank." Citigroup of- 
fices were picketed, their phone lines 
clogged and many potential customers 
turned away. 


The next week, Citigroup's annual 
shareholders' meeting was rocked by a 
demonstration put on by several orga- 
nizations, including Rainforest Action 
Network, United for a Fair Economy, 
National Organization for Women, 
Inner City Press/Community on the 
Move and Student Environmental Ac- 
tion Coalition. Because Citigroup is a 
global player, the campaign is a vehicle 
to tangibly confront the system in a 
way that makes actual gains while edu- 
cating people about how the global 
financial system creates social, eco- 
nomic and environmental injustice. 

Individuals and institutions are re- 
examining our narrow definition of 
"profit" to move beyond a bottomline 


that ignores environmental and so- 
cial justice. More people are recogniz- 
ing that the true wealth of the planet 
rests not in stock options and cash 
flow projections but rather in the 
Earth's natural cycles, biological and 
cultural diversity, the strength of our 
communities, the depths of our imagi- 
nation and the creativity of our ac- 
tions. There are realistic models for 
non-destructive economics like the 
European Triodos bank and even 
Oregon's Shore Pacific who have in- 
corporated the mission of funding 
ecological and community- 
based alternatives. Step by 
step people are beginning 
to dismantle corporate con- 
trol of the financial system 
and demand economics 
that reflect their values. 

Still, biological reality in- 
sists that while building al- 
ternatives, we transform 
existing institutions to stop 
the destruction before its too 
late. To address the ecologi- 
cal crisis, it is imperative 
1 that Citigroup immediately 
| ban any further investments 
| in old-growth forest destruc- 
g tion and prioritize lending 
^ for renewable energy, tree- 
free lumber and paper alter- 
natives. Citigroup must 
make a firm commitment to equi- 
table, community-based development 
and to address the concerns of im- 
pacted communities. 

We hold the power to demand that 
Citigroup go beyond the bottomline to 
stop investing in the destruction of the 
environment and communities around 
the world. Now, more than ever, the 
situationist slogan from the 1968 Paris 
uprising is appropriate, "Be reasonable, 
demand the impossible!" 

For more information about the 
Citigroup campaign, contact 
Rainforest Action Network, 221 Pine 
St. Ste. 500, San Francisco, CA 94014; 
(800) 989-RAIN; (415) 398-4404; 
organize@ran.org; www.ran.org. 
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Anti-Genetix Actions in the Northwest 

continued from pone 5 


Communique Sent by the Earth Liberation Front 


Part I 

At 3:15a.m. on Monday, May 2 1 , the 
research of Toby Bradshaw was reduced 
to smoke and ashes. We attacked his 
office at the University of Washington 
while at the same time another group 
set fire to a related target in Clatskanie, 
Oregon, 150 miles away. 

Bradshaw, the driving force in GE 
tree research, continues to unleash 
mutant genes into the environment 
that are certain to cause irreversible 
harm to forest ecosystems. After break- 
ing into Bradshaw's office at the Center 
for Urban Horticulture, we inspected 
the building for occupants and set up 
incendiary devices with a modest 
amount of accelerant. Although we 
placed these devices specifically to tar- 


get his office, a large portion of the 
building was damaged. This extensive 
damage was due to a surprisingly slow 
and poorly coordinated response from 
the fire department, which was evident 
by their radio transmissions. As long as 
universities continue to pursue this 
reckless "science," they run the risk of 
suffering severe losses. Our message 
remains clear: We are determined to 
stop genetic engineering. 

From the torching of Catherine Ives' 
office at Michigan State University to 
the total incineration of the D and PL 
warehouse in Visalia, California, the 
Earth Liberation Front is growing and 
spreading. As the culture of domination 
forces itself into our very genes, wild 
fires of outrage will continue to blaze. 



Researchers contemplate the ELF's input on the debate over the genetic 
manipulation of forests at the University of Washington, Seattle. 


Part II 

Early Monday morning, May 21, we 
dealt a blow to one of the many insti- 
tutions responsible for massive hybrid 
tree farming in the Northwest. Incen- 
diary devices at Jefferson Poplar in 
Clatskanie, Oregon, burned an office 
and a fleet of 1 3 trucks. Unfortunately, 
due to a design flaw, one targeted 
structure was left standing. We 
torched Jefferson Poplar because hy- 
brid poplars are an ecological night- 
mare threatening native biodiversity 


in the ecosystem. Our forests are be- 
ing liquidated and replaced with 
monocultured tree farms so greedy, 
Earth-raping corporations can make 
more money. 

Pending legislation in Oregon and 
Washington further criminalizing di- 
rect action in defense of the wild will 
not stop us and only highlights the 
fragility of the ecocidal empire. 

As we wrote in Clatskanie, "You 
cannot control what is wild." 

— ELF "Earth Liberation Front" 


Song for the 
Earth Liberation Front 

by David Rovics 

G 

Civil disobedience 

C G 

Has many permutations 

You can block the streets in front of 

D G 

The United Nations 

You can lay down on the tracks 

C G 

Keep the nuke trains out of town 

C 

Or you can pour gas on the condo 

P 

And you can bum it down 
CHORUS 

Em 

So here's a toast to the night 

C G 

Three cheers and a grunt 

C P Em 

To the Earth Liberation Front 

C P G 

The Earth Liberation Front 


You can go to Senate hearings 
Wait 'til they call your name 
My hat is off to anyone 
With the will to play that game 
But if you want to know the truth 
What warms my aching heart 
Is to see the masked avengers 
Come to tear the road apart 


CHORUS 

There are so many things of beauty 
In this world to see 
A wild, running river 
Or an old-growth redwood tree 
But in such an ugly situation 
So sinister and dire 
There's nothing quite so lovely 
As a Wal-Mart on fire 


CHORUS 


■ 

■■ ■ ' 


They'll tell you that it's violent 
To destroy a logging truck 
These are the very people 
Who'd kill the planet for a buck 
Talk to the governor 
Be reasonable, they say 
Maybe we can talk tomorrow 
lut we can pull the crops today 

CHORUS 
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research 

facilities 
don’t just 
burn 
down by 

themsel 

University of 



Washington, May 21, 2001. $3 million. 


Delta & Pine Land Co. Research Cotton Gin, Visalia, California, February 20, 2001. $700,000. 







(Biotechnology and Identity 


by Jeremiah R. Bowen 

With the advent of the "Digital 
Angel," an implanted tracking 
device billed as the latest in 
technological peace of mind 
for pathological parents, it 
seems St. John the Apoca- 
lyptic has become Ted 
Coppell's copywriter. Or 
maybe Donna Haraway, 
whose cyborg manifes- 
toes are the toast of 
the postmodern 
world and have suc- 
ceeded in doing 
what Internet and 
virtual reality im- 
presarios have 

been attempting for years: making 
technology appear liberated. 

But high-tech liberation is of course 
liberation from the body, while what 
revolutionaries are after is liberation 
of the body, of and in the physical 
world. Ironically, one of the favorite 
postures of postmodern thinkers is 
that of anti-Platonism: rebellion 
against the abstract, eternal and ab- 
solute ideal in favor of "the real, 
existing world." 

In hyper-civilized society, artificial 
life is perceived as the only real life, so 
when one applies the old Platonic 
duality to monoculture, one is faced 
with a merely nominal opposition: 
The world of insensible, ever-chang- 
ing manufactured novelty designed 
for an existence of unceasing con- 
sumption without fulfillment. Real life 
is left out of the picture entirely. So 
when postmodernists come to terms 
with the necessity of a rejection of 
essentialist idealism (Christianity, 
Enlightenment ideology, etc.), they 
find it necessary to embrace, as its 
only alternative, the commodified 
shallow vapidity of pop culture (hence 
Haraway's "deep appreciation" of the 
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Terminator and the vampire fad). 
Plato's mistake was to call real life 
"mere appearance;" the postmodern 
mistake is to call mere appearance 
"real life." 

Rejection of philosophical idealism 
entered postmodern discourse in large 
part through Marx’s early writings, 
rediscovered and published in the 
1920s and '30s. With his "ruthless 
criticism of everything existing," his 
attacks on Feuerbach and the German 
ideologists of the early 19th century, 
he rejects the idea of static/eternal 
human nature stating that "the hu- 
man essence... is in social relations." 
His is a view of human identity and 
behavior existing in reciprocal rela- 
tionship with prevailing social and 
economic conditions: "Circumstances 
make men just as much as men make 
circumstances." In variously modified 
forms, Althusser, Barthes and Foucault, 
among others, took up this historical- 
materialist view, and it remains cen- 
tral to much of postmodern thought. 

So Haraway's cyborg is part of a 
larger project, attacking the idea of an 
abstract human essence, and "nature" 
as used by ruling-class intellectuals 



that would have us forget that the way 
things are is not necessarily the way 
they've always been or have to be 
(i.e. pre-Sahlins paleoanthropologic 
myths, the lie of innate competi- 
tiveness, Social Darwinism). Her 
attack consists of the assertion 
that nothing is natural. "Nature 
for us is made," she writes, and 
though I would change the em- 
phasis (nature for us is made), 
this is certainly a perceptual 
reality in contemporary 
North America. The nature 
she refers to is not that 
ineffable reality I assume 
we have all experienced 
at some point, but 
rather the simplistic 
caricature one sees in Sport Utility 
Vehicle advertisements or through 
one's car window at Yellowstone. 

Eternal human essence can certainly 
be a counter-productive notion from 
a revolutionary standpoint. If hu- 
mans are, for instance, inevitably 
and "naturally" competitive, what's 
the use fighting capitalism? If hu- 
mans are inherently separate from 
the natural world or if there is no 
natural, meta-human world, what's 
the use of defending Mother Earth? 
The only possible outcome to such a 
view would be a radical misanthropy, 
which if taken to its logical conclu- 
sion, becomes genocidal. 

On the other hand, if humans are 
essentially cooperative, gentle, kind 
and deeply connected with mama 
Earth, how the hell did things get 
the way they are? Belief in an essen- 
tially "good" humanity is simply not 
corroborated by observation of the 
world as it is. 

The apparent solution is that hu- 
mans are, at least in part, products of 
their external situations. What humans 
are is very different in "primitive" com- 
munal groups than on slave planta- 



tions, different in feudal estates than 
in modern cities. What a person is in 
response to enslavement is certainly 
different than what s/he is in response 
to autonomy. This is not to suggest 
that a person ever is a slave. It rather 
points to a methodology of social trans- 
formation involving a change in the 
situation rather than a "will power"- 
centered attempt to convert individu- 
als. The Situationists talked about this 
as psychogeography. 

It seems unnecessarily extreme to 
reject all naturalness on the basis of 
the artificiality, the constructedness 
of human behav- 
ior. The obvious 
anthropocentricity 
of asserting that 
nature is made "as 
both fiction and 
fact" opens the 
door wide for the 
unlimited manipulation of nature, 
because after all there is no 
unmanipulated nature: "Nature is a 
figure, construction, artifact... Organ- 
isms are not born; they are made in 
world-changing techno-scientific 
practices.” If Haraway means this in 
fact, these words express a profound 
ignorance of the physical, biological 
realities of which she is speaking. 

Haraway seems to value the image 
of the cyborg as a transgressor of tradi- 
tional limitations on what humans 


are/can be. However, the cyborg does 
not transgress, but rather ultimately 
fulfills the aim of subjugating and 
objectifying humanity. It marries 
philosophical idealism and mere-ap- 
pearance pop culture by producing 
an abstract inhuman ideal that re- 
duces the ultimate mysteries of hu- 
manity and the natural world to 
something knowable and designable, 
that remakes flesh and heart/mind 
into hardware and software, subject- 
ing human life to the same cycle of 
obsolescence and market depen- 
dency as any other commodity. 


Cyborgism is a logical concomitant 
and yet another conclusion of tech- 
nological civilization as a whole, 
Newton's universe-as-clockwork, hu- 
man-as-object: another link in an- 
other chain. 

Real transgression of oppressive 
limitations requires more than merely 
images or myths. As Marx put it; " Forms 
and products of consciousness cannot be 
dissolved by mental criticism... but only 
by the practical overthrow of the actual 
social relations.’’ 


Precisely here lies the instructive 
value of the cyborg. The objectifica- 
tion of the natural world cannot be 
complete unless and until the ob- 
jectification of the self, and more 
specifically the body , is complete. 
The body is our constant reminder 
of an uncontrollable, undomesti- 
cated natural reality. It is an actual 
social relation that, because of its 
proximity and inescapability, con- 
tinues despite all other conditioning 
to produce the impulse of wildness 
in each one of us. Complete subjec- 
tion to market forces and the 
economy of domination will be im- 
possible and even unthinkable as 
long as the body remains. Until it is 
made just another technology, until 
the scientific economies of control 
are applied to it in fundamental ways 
(such as those provided by genetic 
research and cloning), the body will 
remain a central symbol and physi- 
cal exemplar of the physical. 

This is the true nightmare posed 
by biotechnics: that it will forever 
change our definition of what it is 
to be human, that it will bring even 
the origination and development of 
the body under the manipulative 
gaze of the dispassionate specialist. 
That it will forever sever the last 
universal connection we share with 
harmonious disorder, spontaneous 
playful generation and elimination: 
life itself. 

But just as transgression of the limi- 
tations on the exercise of power is 
dependent on material changes, so is 
transgression of 
the limits im- 
posed by the ex- 
ercise of power. 
In other words, 
if we wish to re- 
member to lib- 
erate the body 
and return to Earth, we too must 
concentrate our efforts on the material 
world. We must undo their land- 
scaping; change our physical lives 
and the setting thereof so that life is 
redefined as an intimate circle of 
spontaneous providence, intimate 
connection with provenance. 

Editors' note: Jeremiah Bowen is currently 
serving atwo-year sentence for the attempted 
arson of a townhouse under construction in 
Boulder, Colorado (see our prisoner listing 
on page 68 for his contact information). 
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■what ’s the use of fighting capitalism? If humans are inherently separate from the 
natural world what’s the use of df ending Mother ‘Earth? The only possible outcome to 
such a view would Se a radical misanthropy, 
which iftafen to its logical conclusion, becomes genocidaf 




I've been reading about people taking direct action against 
agricultural biotechnology, and I must confess that I'm 
intrigued. How does one go about "crop-pulling?" 

— Sandra 

Dear Sandra, 

It just so happens that there is a wonderful publication 
called The Nighttime Gardener: A Guide for the Shy Gardener in 
North Amerika which can answer all your questions. You can 
find it online via the Bioengineering Action Network (BAN) 
at www.tao.ca/~ban or write to ban@tao.ca and order copies. 

Sections include: Evening Attire for the Nighttime Gar- 
dener, the Nighttime Gardener's Toolbox, the Best Time to 
Go, How to Spot Your Crop, What to Do When You Get 
There, and Appendices. Wow, what a read! 

I also want to share a few snippets about this very subject 
from a recent conversation I had with a brave cropper lass, 
who said, "It's really amazing how easy it is to sabotage a 
genetic engineering research crop. The test sites can be found 
through Internet research without much difficulty; the loca- 
tions are usually remote or at least afford good access; and the 
actual "decontamination" process, though at times physi- 
cally grueling, is straightforward, empowering and just good 
clean fun!" 

She added that there are two critical elements to success: 
forethought and boldness. By the first she meant that people 
need to carefully consider every aspect of an action before 
carrying it out, from acquisition of tools to target selection to 
the ehtry/exit of a site. Regarding the second element, she 
said, "We think like guerrillas and strike where and when we 
are not expected... because of that, we own the night!" And 
so can you and your friends, Sandra. 

— Ned 



The life of a GE crop-puller can be rough, but it does have its rewards. 


I'm pretty upset about this whole genetic engineering 
business. It seems that these crazy scientists are hell-bent on 
twisting and manipulating Mother Nature no matter what 
the cost. I'm at the point where I'm ready to put a bit of heat 
on those jerks, if you know what I mean. How would I learn 
to do such a thing? 

— Frank® P. 

Dear f ranklin P., 

about how these fascist doctors are creating glow-in-the-dark 
monkeys and super-trees that can withstandmassive doses of 
Monsanto's Roundup. C * "Wi J; 

As you know, arson was a favorite tactic of mine along with 
equipment sabotage when our merry band struggled against 
the Industrial Revolution in England. At about the same time 
on this continent, Native Americans often used fire against 
US Army forts and outposts because it helped to level an 
uneven playing field. However, today, even in the Earth First! 
movement, setting inanimate objects aflame remains a 
controversial tactic. After the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
torched Vail, many folks were upset that the EF!J printed 
instructions on how to make incendiary devices. There is no 
consensus among EF!ers on whether fire is an appropriate 
tool to use or not, much less where or when. N 

But Franklin,. you are in luck because a publication has just 
appeared which seems to suit your needs. It's called, Setting 
Fires with Electrical Timers — An ELF Guide. The ELF. website 
(www.earthliberationfront.com) claims that it covers "the 
politics and practicalities of arson. Down-to-earth advice and 
comprehensive how-to's about devices, fuel requirements, 
timers, security and more. " Also on the same website you can 
find the old stand-by, "Arson- Around with Auntie ALF." 

Incidentally, I recognize the irony of recommending that 
readers acquire materials on how to fight industrial society 
through the use of advanced technologies such as the Internet. 
I never thought that I, of all people, would be in that position. 
This should not be construed as an endorsement of industrial 
society, but rather a reflection on the technological trap we 
find ourselves in today. 

Remember Franklin, arson is a very serious tactic to use. You 
may consider it an appropriate response to the destruction of 
our great, green Earth, and that's your call. But please consider 
carefully the strategy involved with its use, the validity of a 
target, the timing of a strike, the best way to communicate 
your message, the way an action may affect other activists/ 
groups and definitely take every precaution to avoid causing 
physical harm to yourself or others. 

Lastly, try and get your communique out by the EFIJ's print 
deadline so that we have something to cover! 

— Ned 


Ned Ludd has been an Irregular column in the EF If since the early '80s, and a compilation of entries became the 
ous book Ecodefense. It serves as a forum for the discussion of creative and diverse means to effectively defend the 
Earth. Neither the EF! movement nor the Earth First! Journal, not any of our friends, family, neighbors, lovers or pets 
necessarily encourage anyone to do the things discussed on this page, and the contents should not be legally construed 
as anything other than mindless entertainment. Please write to Ned via the EF!J with your top tips on ecodefense. 
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GeneWise’s first successful action 

was the disruption of a major agricultural biotechnology conference 
in Chicago. GeneWise activists nearly succeeded in setting up shop 
in a suite across the hall before biotech executives discovered their 
identity and pressured the sponsoring hotel to have them illegally 
thrown onto the street. 


Not to be deterred, the well-organized upstarts staged 
a spirited and noisy protest in front of the Wyndham Hotel, while 
anxious members of the National Agricultural Biotechnology Council 
(NABC) peered nervously from the windows above. complete story inside 


WISE UP | 

to biotech! ui 




Late in the summer of 1992 I was running with a company 
of Earth Firstiers all up and down California’s lost coast 
defending the last of the ancient Redwoods. On one 
particular foggy morning I got separated from my affinity 
group. I spent the better part of the day attempting to locate 
them. When dusk came I spotted a light deep under the old 
forest’s canopy. 

I approached the little wood home. I could hear singing 
coming from inside. Through the doorway a stocky man with 
yellow boots and a blue coat came to greet me, he soon 
invited me inside. We were in a long low room, filled with the 
light of amps swinging from beams of the roof; and on the 
table of dark polished wood stood many candles, tall and 
yellow, burning brightly. 

I told him my tale and he laughed while offering me food and 
drink. We talked into the night about first the fate of the 

forest and then the fate of the 
Earth. His name was Tom, Tom 
Bombadil. I asked Tom what 
he felt the biggest threat to 
the world was and he said in a 
word — biotechnology. It was 
the first time I had heard the 
term. 

Tom began to explain not just 
the history of biotechnology 
and genetic engineering but the 
ancient history of how such 
technologies came to be in the 
world. I remember his tale well, 
“In a breath, humans, with their 
various techniques, gradually 
took the place of time: the 
labors of mortals replaced the 
work of time. Long ago in the 
symbols and rites 
accompanying metallurgical 
operations there came into 
being this idea of an active 
collaboration of man 


and nature, and some followed the dark belief that man, by 
his work, was capable of superseding the process of nature. 
It was then only a matter of time before mineral substances, 
the bones of the Earth, had been emptied of their spiritual 
virtues and were made into inanimate objects - this was the 
moment that chemical science became possible." 

I began to understand that the pursuit of ‘science’ had once 
been ‘alchemical’ and tied to social and deeply spiritual 
beliefs that tempered many harmful tendencies while still 
allowing for discovery. Tom went on to explain, as if he had 
witnessed it first hand, how mechanical, then chemical 
agriculture and then biotechnology came into existence, "You 
see it is the scale of values in our society which creates 
scientific phenomena. Biotechnology came into it’s own only 
when life had shed its sacredness." 

“I wish it need not have happened in my time,” I said. 

Tom’s response stuck with me — “Nature”, he said, “is 
sacred”. Biotechnology will be resisted heavily wherever a 
culture still respects and understands the natural world. 
Remember that genetics has done far less to improve health 
than many people think. Not long ago, medical students 
learned almost no genetics. Today it is still irrelevant to 
treating the majority of diseases. The chance of using 
biotechnology to ‘improve’ nature and the human race has 
receded with every discovery made. Biotechnology is less 
like the exact science of physics and more like geography — 
a map that aids navigation of the terrain, but it doesn’t 
explain how the mountains got there. This ‘war of the genes’ 
will be won with the destruction of the ‘gene’ concept, and it 
will come from people like you showing the world that life is 
more than just an odd assortment of genes, and it will also 
come from scientists who rediscover the connection between 
spirit and matter.” 

by Samwise (Founding member of GeneWise) 


House 

Bombadill 
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[what is] • 

Genetic C 

Engineering 


-Genetic Engineering is the agriculture industry's latest 
solution to the problems it has created with its previous 
solutions, namely pesticides. It is an expensive process in 
which certain genes or strands of DNA from one organism are 
inserted into the DNA sequence of another organism. 

Genetic engineering works on an outdated understanding of 
the mechanics of DNA. Until recently it was believed that one 
gene had the instructions for one protein which produced the 
expression of a clearly isolatable phenotypic feature in the 
organism. Now we know that DNA is much more complex. The 
many various proteins that one gene codes for have everything 
to do with the chemistry of the cellular environment around it, 
the genes next to it, and the timing in the organism's life 
span. Moving one gene into a very different nucleic 
environment could make it behave in unpredictable ways. 


In addition to new crop varieties genetic engineering if 
being used to create new medicines, biological weapons, 
new bio-based industrial materials and animals with improved 
commercial features. 

www.GEaction.org 

GEAN — The Genetic Engineering Action Network — USA is 
a national network of grassroots activists, non-profits, 
academics, scientists, farmers and farm organizations all 
working on different aspects of the genetic engineering 
debate. GEAN seeks to support and further the work of those 
organizations and individuals working to address the dangers 
posed to the environment, biodiversity and human health, as 
well as the socioeconomic and ethical consequences of 
genetic engineering. 


Nonetheless, this has been done to all the major monocrop 
species — corn, wheat, soy, cotton and oilseed, and all of 
these except wheat have been planted extensively in the US 
since 1995. This is NOT traditional breeding, although the 
industry says it is no different, and US regulatory agencies 
like the FDA and the USDA have accepted this claim of 
"substantial equivalence." At the same time, the transnational 
corporations funding this enterprise do claim that their genetic 
creations are different enough to deserve patents and the US 
patent office has agreed with them. 

Genetically modified foods are not labeled in the U.S., so even 
if someone has a bad reaction, there is no way to trace the 
cause. The effects on the environment are already becoming 
clear as uncontainable GMO crops designed to resist herbicide 
are spreading and cross-pollinating to produce superweeds. 
Because of the centralized corporate food transport system, 
GMO seeds have contaminated every other crop supply, 
including organic, only five years after their introduction. 

No one has any idea who should be liable for health problems 
and genetic pollution caused by GMOs. 


Please contact GEAN if you need support in your organizing 
efforts, are looking for resources or specific information, 
or if you want to affiliate with the network. — 617 . 661.6626 

www.GeneWise.org 

—Healthy, Happy & Wise! 

GeneWise is a Chicago-based grassroots organization of 
citizens and activists brought together out of concern for our 
health and environment and the detrimental affects of genetic 
engineering. Our immediate-term goals include public outreach, 
education, and coalition building. Direct action and media 
events are also included in our tactical toolbox. Our ultimate 
goal is to see a worldwide moratorium on all genetic 
engineering; this call for a moratorium is similar to the 
successful anti-nuclear movements of decades past. Like the 
anti-nuclear activists we believe dangerous technologies can 
be stopped and ultimately cleaned up. 

by Sweet-n-Wise 


www.genewise.org 
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NORTH AMERICA 


Global Food . 

Revolution 


Threat 

Regulation 

Action 


Threat I Researchers claim to have created, nearly j ^ 

30 genetically engineered human children by taking j P 

genetic material from three different parents; * , 

these children could suffer the likelihood of 
rare genetic diseases 

Action I The Center for Science in the Public Interest 
has posted on the Internet a database of over 1,100 At 

professors and scientists who consult for or have other WX 

affiliations with chemical, gas, oil, food, drug, and P 

other companies * 

Threat I Farm Verified Organic asserts that all organic grain 

is now contaminated with at least a trace of GE crops 

Action I Activists Destroy GE Crops at Research Facility in 

Brentwood, CA 

State Level Regulations 

Maryland - bans genetically engineered fish 

California legislators introduce a bill for mandatory labeling 

Vermont - legislators introduce a bill for 1-yr moratorium on GE crops 

Minnesota - legislators introduce 5-yr moratorium on GE crops, 

liability for corporations and mandatory labeling 

Michigan ■ legislators introduce mandatory labeling bill 

West Virginia - legislators introduce bill to ban GE foods from schools 

New York - legislators introduce 5-yr moratorium on GE crops 


Regulations I European Pat 
grants patents to human stei 


Regulations I Eu bans a 

UK t 

Threat I Royal Society reports that GE meat could 
be marketed in 10 years 

Regulations I A 3-yr moratorium on the commerci; 
planting of GM crops has just expired /I 

Action I ActionAid launches a campaign to halt M 
■the development of a GM coffee 
|ActkH1 1 500 protesters destroy one of 
UK's largest GE crop field sites 
I Regulations I Ban on field tests of GM corn 

AUSTRIA 

Regulations I Ban on GM com. 

Supermarkets remove 
all GM products. 

FRANCE 

Regulations I Ban on import and sale of GM 
oil seed products; Meat and poultry industry bans 
GM animal feed 


:otton 


MEXICO 

Threat I US government and commercial partners fund bioprospecting 
programing Chiapas over objections of local Mayans 
Regulations I Largest tortilla producer, Maseca, bans GE corn 
Threat I Government's official refusal of GE imports 
is not enforced / 


GERMANY 

Regulations I Ban on cultivation of GM corn; 
Major food manufacturers and retailers ban 
GM products 

Action I Greenpeace helps farmer destroy 5 
hectares of illegal GE oil seed 

GREECE 

Regulations I Ban on cultivation and 
experimentation with 7 GM food crops 
Action I Government destroys cotton fields 
after Greenpeace reveals widespread 
contamination by illegal GE variety 

ITALY 

Regulations I Ban on 7 GM crops 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Regulations I All GM products must be labeled 

as safe before entering country 

SWITZERLAND 

Regulations I First country in Europe to set a 
tolerance standard for GE contamination of food 
— at 1%; Field trials forbidden 


CANADA 

Action I Citizens destroy GE trees in 
British Columbia 


MALAWI 

Threat l Seed dumping 
jeopardizes food 
security and agricultural 
biodiversity 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Threat l Government sells 
rights to genetic resources 
of many unique plants 
to US-based Ball 
Horticultural Company 


BRAZIL 

Regulations I Several states ban GE crops. Now a major exporter of 
GE-free soy to Europe 

Action I French farmer Jose Bove leads a group of 1300 in Landless Worker 
Movement to destroy Monsanto test site 


NIGERIA 

Regulations 

Government pleads 
with UN Codex 
Alimentarius to require 
labeling on GM foods 


ARGENTINA 

Threat I One of world's largest producers of GE foods 


ECUADOR 

Action I The Ecuadorian government suspended a program that 
serves donated illegal GE soy products to children 


NORWAY 

Regulations I Ban on all GE foods and crops 

SPAIN 

Regulations I Largest supermarket chain 
bans GE foods 


Earth First! Journal blank wall-special insekt 
WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


www.genewise.org 



AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND 


JAPAN 

Regulations I Mandatory labeling 

for potential health risks 

eliminate GE altogether 


I Labeling required for more 
3% GE content of several foods 


PHILIPPINES 

Action I Greenpeace exposes GE ingredients in major 
foods to an unknowing public 


SRI LANKA 

Regulations I Government bans all GM foods 


INDIA 

Threat I Foreign donors dump GE foods 
into food-aid supplies 

Action I 100 farmers destroy experimental Bt cotton field 
Action I 100 activists in New Delhi demand elimination 
of all GE crop technology from India 


CHINA 

Regulations I China requires that all food 
products list genetic alterations 
Action I Greenpeace activists in Hong Kong 
chained themselves to the gates of a factory 
owned by Nestle to protest the use of GE ingredients. 


BANGLADESH 

Action I 55,000 farmers and fishers gather to 
organize resistance to seed loss and biodevastation 


Threat I New Zealand's Forest Research Agency working with 
Monsanto and Shell on Terminator trees 

Threat I First pigs to be cloned in program to create pigs suitable 
as organ doors to humans 

Threat I Human genes are inserted into cattle to produce GE milk 
Regulations I Food Standards Council calling for mandatory labeling 
Threat I Grain Pool announces that GE-free grain supply is impossible 
Action I "Mothers Against GE" uproot experimental GE crops 
Action I "Wild Greens” group uproot potatoes engineered with frog genes 


Practice Active 
Security Culture! 
http://security.tao.ea 


What is the Bioengineering 

ctw or k. ^ 

BAN is an up-to-date international online 
resource providing individuals and organizations 
with how-to information, research assistance, action 
reports and materials related to the direct action 
struggle against genetic engineering (GE). 

BAN is unequivocally opposed to the 
commodification of life, the genetic manipulation of 
plants and animals and capitalist greed which fuels 
the bioengineering industry. BAN supports non- 
violent direct action aimed at stopping the industry 
from moving forward. 

BAN provides information online at 
www.tao.ca/~ban; runs an email list for activists to 
share information and news (subscribe to the BAN 
list by going to http://lists.tao.ca); and offers a 
distribution service for literature on GE issues, 
including a "Nighttime Gardeners Guide." 

Contact ban@tao.ca for more info. 

BAN also works with the Genetix 
Alert Press Office (GAPO) 

GAPO is the voice for anti-GE direct action in 
the mainstream media. Anonymous communiques 
received by the press office are communicated to the 
media by spokespeople for GAPO — thus protecting 
the identity of those direct action heroes who risk 
arrest for their actions. GAPO supports all non- 
violent direct action which can include (but is not 
limited to) crop destruction and property damage. 

BAN and GAPO are always looking for activists 
willing to do direct action support and media 
speaking. Contact GAPO at: genetixalert@tao.ca or 
phone (901) 438-9907. 

Recent actions that have received sup- 
port from BAN and GAPO include: 

May 16, 2001 -Brentwood, California: Anti- 
biotech direct actionists destroy transgenic 
strawberry, tomato, and onion plants at the DNA 
Plant Technology research facility. 

March 23, 2001 - Oregon State University 
(OSU), Corvallis: Three GE test sites where poplar 
and cottonwood trees are being grown by Steve 
Strauss, a forestry professor and founder of the 
Tree Genetic Engineering research cooperative, 
were targeted. In all, over 1200 GE research trees 
were destroyed. 

October 9, 2000 - University of California, 
Berkeley: Activists calling themselves Green 
Streets destroy a 1/2 acre test plot of GE corn. 

This was the fifth action in three years which 
destroyed corn at UC-Berkeley. 

August 26, 2000 - University of California, San 
Diego: Activists calling themselves the Ninos del 
Maiz decontaminated one acre of GE maize and 
the contents of four greenhouses containing rice, 
maize, arabidopsis, tomatoes, and tobacco. 
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[continued] 


to biotech! 


The crowd of around one hundred 
listened to impassioned speeches 
from Canadian canola farmer Percy 
Schmeiser, as well as other angry 
farmers from Illinois and Wisconsin, 
and a scientist from Consumer's 
Union. GeneWise activists, aided by 
artists from the radical puppetmaking 
group Art and Revolution also 
performed a passionate street 
theatre drama featuring a retelling of 
Percy Schmeiser's story using more 
than a dozen elaborate puppets 
including a ten-foot tall Schmeiser 
and a 15-foot tall demon known as 
the Dark Lord of Monsanto. 

GeneWise had signed a contract with 
the Wyndham Hotel to use a large 
room right in the middle of the NABC 
confab. The hotel staff had been 
working closely with members of 
GeneWise until less than 24 hours 
before they were to occupy the room, 
when a hotel clerk hastily stammered 
an unlikely story about having rented 
the room out to another tenant, 
Novartis, months before. The lie was 


all the more apparent after 
spies from GeneWise who had 
infiltrated the conference 
remarked that the room was 
only minimally used as an 
impromptu lounge for 
conventioneers. 

News of the protest was 
broadcast on farm reports over 
dozens of radio and TV 
stations across North America, 
and 

the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation (CBC) even picked 
up the protest. 

An attendee of the NABC conference, 
speaking anonymously, admitted that 
the protesters raised issues that the 
biotech industry has failed to 
address. “The industry has relied on 
the mantras, "this food is safe” and 
“this food will feed the world.” There 
are no answers coming out of [this 
conference] to charges of genetic 
drift, crop contamination, super pests, 
and the liabilities over personal 
damages to farmers.” 

by Counter-Clockwise 


RESISTANCE 
GROWS WITH 
FARMERS’ HELP 

FROM TOP 
TO BOTTOM: 

EDITH GALLOWAY, ILLINOIS CONVENTIONAL FARMER; 
MICHAEL HANSEN PhD, CONSUMER POLICY 
INSTITUTE; SOPHIA SUHU, GENEWISE ORGANIZER; 
TOM ULUCK, WISCONSIN ORGANIC FARMER. 
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Monsanto Bullies 
Small Farmers 


by Otherwise 


ACTION INFORMATION 

www.Wo4rrtagrlty.org 

www.tnfbshop.org/blotechwatch.htoil 

www.thecampaten.ori! 

www.keepnatural.org 

www.edmonde4nstltute.org/ 

www.Wotechcentury.org 

www.8afe4ood.org 

www.peoptesearth.org 

www.wortdwatch.org/Wotoch/ 

www.coipwatch.oig 

wwwi6eneWlse.org 

www.GEactlon.org 


wwvK.tao.ca/~tnm/gralnnteeiitnii 

wwwjiwrage.org 

wwwjiriinalseeds.org 

www.foe.co.uk/camps/foorSilo/ 

wwwgrahi.org 

www.greenpeace.org/~gonette/ 

wwwjeslstancelsfertjle.com 

www.iatp.com 

www.foodfirst.org 

www.twralde.arg.8g/ 


SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE 

wwwgks.com 

www.caaefc.org 

www.sustalnableagrlcutture.net 

wwvKota.com 


TAKE ACTION! 

www.blodev.org 

www.tao.ca/~ban 


With Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) agricultural 
supply giants like Monsanto promised farmers high yields 
with low inputs (industrial fertilizer, pesticide and herbicide 
— all expensive). On top of the cost of purchasing the seed, 
farmers had to pay a technology fee — $7 to $15 per acre, 
signifying that they were only leasing the technology from 
Monsanto and they had to agree to use only Monsanto 
chemicals on the crops. They also had to sign a contract 
promising NOT to save the seed for next year's planting, 
and not to share, trade or sell any of the seed, all things 
farmers have done since the dawn of agriculture. They also 
had to agree to let Monsanto’s thugs inspect their land and 
test their crop for years after the purchase (to see if they 

had saved seeds) and to inspect their books. 

: ■ ~ ■ ■ : ■ ; . :■■■:. : ■ : . ! ~ ■ ...... . 

But Monsanto has not just inspected the land and harvest of 
farmers who purchase their seeds and signed their extortion 
agreement. They have inspected the fields of farmers who 
never bought Monsanto seed. If their tests showed positive 
for GMOs, they sent the farmer a letter threatening to sue 
them over patent infringement unless the farmer paid them 
a large fee — $28,000 is an average — AND agreed never 
to disclose the terms of the settlement to anyone! 

Joe Mendelson an attorney at the Center for Food Safety 
recently confirmed that Monsanto currently has over 475 
cases outstanding against farmers concerning non-payment 
for usage of genetically engineered seed. What we have to 
understand about farmers today is that they are desperate 
and running scared. It's very hard for the average 
conventional farmer to refuse the promises of these firms 
or to stand up to their extortion — farmers need your help! 
www.farmaid.org 


Percy Schmeiser is a canola farmer in Bruno, 

Saskatchewan; Canada. He has been farming 
canola for over 40 years. He has employed 
techniques of natural cross breeding to 
develop a herbicide resistant canola, and he 
saves his seeds year after year, a tradition 
practiced by farmers all over the world. In 
1997 Monsanto sued him for having their 
seed on his property. The judge since then 
has ruled against Schmeiser for patent 
infringement and he is forced to pay 
$105,000 to Monsanto. He has already spent 
his retirement funds, $200,000 on his 
lawsuit. The next day, Schmeiser launched a 
$10 million lawsuit against Monsanto, 
accusing the company of a variety of wrongs, 
including libel, trespass and contamination of 
his fields with Roundup Ready. He has since 
become a folk hero in North America and his 
mythic resistance is spreading across the 
American corn belt. www.PercySchmeiser.com 

by Sweet-n-Wise Earth First! Journal blank wall-special insert 
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"You will hear today all that you need . 9f a thousand 

in order to understand the purposes ^C/f- 

of the Enemy. There is naught that v 

you can do, other than to resist, with J| ■ " ' ‘ 

hope or without it. But you do Ik 

not stand alone . " ; |r| lUllOiTlj A(±1 iCi 


We all sat at a very long 
table. The purpose of our 
council was to discuss recent 
discoveries made about biotech’s 
strategy to counter the world’s 
rising safe food movements. The 
mood was intoxicated by reports 
that we had infiltrated their ranks. 
Listen now, and pull what you can 
for your purposes, the time for 
action is at hand. 

Biotech has been busy of late 
securing defenses for a new 
campaign that will target the 
consumer. Part of their plan has 
been to build a base of support 
within the chains of supermarkets 
by making “biotech’s problem” 
the food industry’s problem. Gene 
Grabowski, VP, Communications, 
Grocery Manufacturers of America 
put it to supermarkets recently 
this way, “Up to 70% of the 
processed food that’s now in the 
supermarket may contain biotech 
ingredients.” He took the room by 
surprise and shock - these were 
national retail food outlets and 
they were concerned. “Every day 
when we see more news stories 
on the issue and people speaking 
out against biotechnology, we 
have to consider our involvement 
with biotech foods and whether 
it’s possible to turn back on 
biotech... we clearly have a stake 




ch's , 

ngths 

Behind FDA 
processed Food 
permarkets 
liotech 

to Organic is No 
jer Possible on 
ie Scale 


in biotechnology.” 

People at our table mstm 

quickly put forth ideas 

for action. “Supermarkets have 

customer service counters with 

postcards that are already 

postmarked. People should A 

be encouraged to fill these A 

out with phone book SA 

accuracy demanding A B,;') 

that biotech foods not 

be carried or at least 

labeled. It gives the s 

public an outlet for 

action," suggested ▼ 

Pennywise. 

Biotech has also been busy 
securing the ranks of the FDA 
with their minions. Monsanto and 
other biotech giants harvest 
employees from within the FDA. It 
is also no surprise that the FDA 
has ex-biotech executives working 
for them. The industry is well 
aware that what has saved them 
from a US revolt on biotech is the 
strength of the public’s belief in 
the FDA. "Frankenfood and Death 
Administration,” was the common 
cry around our table — erode 
the public's trust in 
the FDA. 


iflfc The biotech industry 
® Sr is troubled by the 
mW public’s perception of 
W them: Grabowski, “One of 
W the problems has been that 
f the advantages of biotech are 
perceived as going to the 
farmers and NOT the consumers. 
That message needs to change.’’ 
David Stark, VP, Industry Affairs, 
Monsanto added, “in terms of 
consumer benefits from 
biotechnology, we found that 
there are three main messages 
that resonate with consumers in 
the United States. One is the use 
of less pesticide, the second is 
the fact that it can help feed the 
world, and the third that more 
and better nutrition is better 
for people.” 

Gary Breissinger, VP, global 
customer business development, 
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Crack-AssWise 


Biotech's Hash 
Points 

.Monsanto -Negative 

with Public 
. The Patenting of Life 

• The names 
"Biotechnology, 

^ "GE," and "GMO 

mean "unnatural" 


Biotech's 
Stratagem 

• Food Industry To Sell GE 
Food Through Fantasy 

• Future Ad Campaign - 
"Partnership With 
Nature" 

• Consumers "Want it All" 
- Medical & Food 
Biotech 

• Biotech Scientists 
Told To Be Educators 
NOT Advocates 

Unethical Argument" 
That Holding Back 
Technologies is Bad 


• "Benefits to the 
Farmer" Shifts to 
"Benefits to the 
Consumer" 

• Turn Farmers into 
Serfs Through Patents 
and Lawsuits 

Safe Food 
Stratagem 

• Constantly Raise New 
Issues That Force the 
Biotech Community to 
Respond - "Patents 
on Life." 


r with, “It’s hard to 
worry about world 
hunger and farm subsidies 
when “what’s in it for me” is 
the basis of consumer marketing. 
What’s in it for the consumer? 
Whether it’s an articulated need 
that they recognize today or an 
unarticulated need that has yet 
to be discovered — that’s the 
crux of the proposition. It seems 
to me that the industry has not 
found the one unarticulated need 
that’s going to resonate with 
consumers and MAKE them say, 
yes, I want that because the 
benefits are more valuable than 
what I perceive to be the risks 
associated with biotechnology.” 
Monsanto has set loose upon 
the land an army of PR flaks to 
find the “one unarticulated need” 
of the consumer, that one 
“concept of the gene” that will 
give them total control. 

Further Reading: 

Manheim, Jarol B. “The Death of 
a Thousand Cuts: Corporate 
Campaigns and the Attack on the 
Corporation. ” published by 
Lawrence Erlbaum Assoc, 
in 2001. 


Erode Cultural Support 
Structures By 
Broadcasting Cultural 
Oppositions To Biotech 
Like the Catholic Church 

. Expose Recent FDA 
Scandals and Erode the 
Public’s Trust in the FDA 

• Bring Secondary Pressur 
on Biotech's Financial 
Arrangements By 
Targeting Global Retail 
Food Partners and 
Financial Institutions 





Since January 1998, 11 homes have 
been torched near the Phoenix Moun- 
tains Preserve and the McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve in Scottsdale, Ari- 
zona. The total damage is estimated at 
more than $5 million. 

After months of relative silence 
since the last preserve arson in Janu- 
ary, police arrested Mark Sands on 
April 20. It is alleged that Sands de- 
faced a sign at a construction site near 
an unfinished house which had pre- 
viously been burned twice. Police wit- 
nessed Sands writing "CSP" on the 
sign, and he was arrested at his house 


Investigation of Phoenix Arsons Heats Up 
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shortly thereafter. CSP is known as criminal charges against Sands have 
the Coalition to Save the Preserves been filed at this time 
and has claimed responsibility for the Sources close to the investigation 

preserve arsons in a protest against suggest that all is not free and clear for 
urban sprawl. Sands just yet. The authorities, in this 

Authorities have been careful to not case a collaborative effort between the 
label Sands a suspect, rather stating FBI, Phoenix Police and Fire Depart- 
that anyone arrested at midnight in ments, are still questioning his neigh- 
the neighborhoods near the preserves hors, friends and family members, 
would be considered an "inyestigatiye Hardly a poster boy of the radical 

lead." Sands was questioned for 12 environmental movement, the news 
hours before being released. media was abuzz after Sands arrest, 

Neighbors say Sands was aware of speculating what an unlikely suspect 
pqllce surveillance in the area and he makes. Sands is a 49-year-old self- 
had told them he spoke with an un- employed marketing consultant who 
dercover officer stationed near his also serves as the vice president of a 
house. They question why he would Phoenixneighborhoodassociation. He 
deface the sign when he knew the worked as a spokesperson for the Ari- 
police were watching. zona Department of Education in the 

In an unusual move, Sands' initial mid-'90s and later with two different 
appearance was closed to the public at health care organizations. Sands is ac- 
the request of the Phoenix Police De- tive in a Bible study group, and his only 
partment. After being released on con- public crusade has been an attempt to 
dition that he must check in with a purchase new playground equipment 
pre-trial services officer and stay away in his neighborhood. He lives near the 
from the scene of the crime, his pre- Phoenix Mountains Preserve and likes 
liminary hearing was canceled. No to Use the niMhg tiptsSi 
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Kenyans Clash Over Threatened Forests 

In early May, a skirmish on the edge of the Kaptagat 
Forest in central Kenya saw a man lash his whip down 
hard on a youth wearing a "Save our Forests” t-shirt. 
Soon a mob started throwing rocks at a busload of 
environmental activists from Kenya's Green Belt Move- 
ment, trying to keep them from reaching a patch of 
threatened woodland. After a rock smashed a window, 
and blood streamed from a passenger's head, the busload 
of visitors headed elsewhere to expose forest destruc- 
tion. This was just one battle in a much larger dispute 
fighting to preserve what is left of Kenya's forests. 

The conflict peaked when the government issued a 
plan in February to log seven percent of Kenya's total 
forest cover to house landless farmers. 

"There's something that the administration there is 
hiding," said Green Belt activist Wangari Maathai. "We 
are dealing with very corrupt and greedy people." 

"It's not even corruption like stealing from the bank, 
this is stealing from the present and from the future," 
said Maathai. 

m in Mil 111111,111 1 


The mob that attacked the Green Belt bus shouted at 
visitors that the forest was a zone reserved for KANU — 
the party that has ruled Kenya since independence in 
1963. Maathai bears no grudge against the mob, instead 
directing her ire against politicians she said hired the 
men to keep their exploitation of the forest a secret. 

ELF Bums Ross Island Sand and Gravel 
Cement Trucks in Portland 

The April 1 5 arson of two cement trucks was claimed 
bythe Earth Liberation Front (ELF). In their communique j 
the ELF warns, "If Ross Island Sand and Gravel mines in 
the Columbia River Gorge, then the ELF will take 
necessary action. Let this be a warning to alt the greedy 
corporations who exploit our Earth's natural resources, 
especially those who do it under the FTAA and the title 
of 'free trade'." 

In recent years Ross island Sand and Gravel have 
made headlines in Oregon for their environmentally 
destructive practices, including the dredging of toxic 
disposal cells. The ELF communique continued, "In 
their Easter basket we decided to leave four containers 
with gasoline and a time-delayed fuse placed under two 
of their cement trucks.” 
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What’s that 


Sound? 

By Pete Dustrud 
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This article originally appeared in the 
June-fuly 1 982 Earth First! Journal. 

It is summer. Each day as the sun 
burns bright, the warmth moves to 
higher places. Little by little, the moun- 
tain soil releases more moisture, nur- 
turing nature's wonders. The forest is 
not quiet; it is alive with sound and 
movement. Millions of songs fill the 
air — birds, insects, the wind on the 
treetops and the gushing streams — all 
playing their melodies by the rhythm 
of the Earth. Nothing is lost here, 
nothing is taken without being re- 
turned. The largest creatures give back 
to the smallest. Everything here, right 
down to the last drop of water, the 
most hidden spider, the smallest patch 
of lichen, takes its part in the great 
cycle. Between these sounds, this cho- 
rus of life, there is another phenom- 


enon permeating every nook and 
cranny in the universe. It too can be 
heard, but one must listen well. 

It is the silence. 

Today it is very quiet. The silence is 
broken by only faint whispers. As the 
day grows hotter, the silence grows 
thicker. What is wrong? Where are 
we? Is this a dream? No, this is the 
Gros Ventre range of Wyoming. And 
today, every creature is intently listen- 
ing because they have never heard this 
sound before. Far off it comes — plod- 
ding, thumping, churning and bang- 
ing: Metallic beasts of destruction have 
entered the lower hills and are slowly, 
but steadily, inching their way up Little 
Granite Creek, smashing, killing, lay- 
ing waste, devouring everything in 
the way. 

Oh, they have done this elsewhere. 


What was once virgin wilderness, 
thriving with nature's abundance, is 
now scarred and festering, riddled 
with cancerous tumors of the hu- 
mans’ making. Like a patient, infected 
with cancer, the malignancy only 
grows larger and more lethal. Before 
enough antibodies can come to the 
defense, the organism is dying. 

But, as it has been said, life is tough 
and death is easy. The noise at the 
bottom of the mountain gets louder. 
As it does, millions of heartbeats on 
the mountain quicken. An old grizzly 
bear suddenly gives up trying to catch 
her fat trout and disappears into thicker 
cover. All around the path of the in- 
vaders, animals scatter to seek refuge, 
much like they do when a fire comes. 
Unlike fires, however, the noisy clam- 
oring bulldozers are relentless: They 
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Eldorado dos Carajas, killing 19 and wounding 69. 

Although 156 policemen were indicted for the killings, 
only three officers have gone to trial— -and were acquitted 
for lack of evidence. The verdict later was overturned. A 
new trial is expected next month. 

"Landless workers are renewing their offensive against 
the government, " said Joao Pedro Stedile, a leader of the 
movement. More than 1,000 Brazilians have lost their 
lives in land disputes over the past decade, according to 
the Land Pastoral, a Roman Catholic group that advo- 
cates land reform. 

In the northeastern city of Recife, protesters planted 
19 crosses in a grassy downtown area to honor the 
victims of Eldorado dos Carajas. Hundreds of workers 
marched through the downtown financial district in 
SSo Paulo. Some waved flags and banners that read: 
"Massacre— Never Again." A bridge linking Brazil to 
Argentina was briefly blocked by hundreds of 
farmworkers in the far southern city of Uruguaiana, 
where protests were also held outside the local offices of 
Italian dairy giant Parmalat against food imports and 
excessive profits for multinational companies. 

In the mid western city of Campo Grande, protesters 


Korean Environmentalist Employs Treesit 

Park Yong-shin shouts, "Stop destroying the forest" at 
a Korea Land Corporation's (Koland) construction site. 
From a treesit perch, eight meters off the ground, Park 
hopes to stop development on Mount Daeji by Koland. 
Park is an activist with the Citizens' Movement for 
Environmental Justice. 

After building a hut in the tree with a wooden board, 
Park moved in on April 29. He says that he will continue 
his protest until Koland promises to cancel the entire 
development project and preserve nearly 40,000 square 
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keep coming and will do so until they 
reach a pristine, alpine saddle, far up 
on the mountain. There, they will 
bring up other weapons to tear a deep 
hole out of the life-giving Earth. Like a 
hideous vampire, this mechanized 
bloodsucker will stab deep into the 
soil and rock in search of the decayed 
remains of creatures long gone. 

Once oil is found, the pumps will 


Earth's survival. We are not, and the 
Earth is not, alive because of profits 
first, nor because of power first, greed 
first, progress first or war first — we are 
alive due to the Earth first — always 
have been, always will be. We are 
Earth Firstlers! The survival of this one 
and only planet we have is what counts. 

There have always been people like 
us, but our voices have often been 


coming out of the woodwork, as it 
were. We need no convincing, no one 
has to give us sermons, or tell us what 
to think and do. The score is pretty 
damn obvious. Our planet is being 
destroyed by humans, so it must be 
saved by humans. If we don't save her, 
who will? 

Editors' Note : A successful campaign 
to save the Gros Ventre and Little Gran- 


pull from the Earth as much oil and 
gas as is demanded by the desperate 
power-mongers in charge of the in- 
vading machinery. 

Thousands of miles away, in a vinyl 
and chrome-plated toilet stall, an in- 
sidious shell of what was once a being 
resembling the human variety, will let 
off an extra cackle or two, as he, James 
G. Watt, muses over his "divine" duty, 
and tomorrow will call the rape of the 
Gros Ventre "wise management." 

Like a nasty nightmare, all of this 
could happen, but here's the pinch: 

It won't, because there are now 

enough concerned, fed-up 

and active humans, t ^ 

who are loosely j 

united under one ban- f . '1 1 y 

ner (not a national YmM 

one, but a planetary ■pHHpFUk' 

one), who are drawn 

to that strong impulse 

and concern: the 


scattered and muzzled. 
Now we are 


ite Creek forced Ronald Reagan to sign 
the Wyoming Wilderness bill into 

b law in 1 983. This summer's Round 
River Rendezvous is July 7-16 not 
far from the Gros Ventre, near 
the Tetons. Come see what is 
) happening in wild Wyoming 
. Kj nearly 20 years later. Details 
G about the RRR are available at 
5 www.earthfirstjournal.org. 

* Back issues of the EF!J are avail- 

able for $4 each, or $400 for 
j the entire 20-year set. 


/ JAMES a. WATT V 
/ .MEMORIAL r\ 
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COYOTE WAITS 

You use my land 
For your abodes. 
Bulldoze canyons 
To build toll roads. 

Create airports 
For sonic jets. 

So I go down * 

And eat your pets. 
—Patricia Hobbs Hendry 


ODE TO ANWR 
I am wolf. 

I am caribou. 

I am the circle and the blossom 
And the unfolding dance. 

I am the rich red life-giving blood 
And the Tundra’s summer passion. 
Spirit of the tundra, 

Lightning midnight 
With your flickering magic. 

Give me a cave 

in your high alpine meadows 

And I will walk the skies for you 

On floating clouds of wildflowers 

And I will tend your thick brown bogs 

And shepherd your children 

And when summer fades 

I will merge my bones 

With fur and feather and petal. 

— Mary de La V alette 


CUTTIN FENCE 

Out here in the wild New West 

I. like to do what 1 do best yt i j 

I tried it once and ever since 

When I go out I'm cuttin Fence 

The bobbed wire stretches across the land 

But it don't stop the blowin sand 

Or dust, for the rest of us 

For hehee, when I go out I'm cuttin Fence 

The cow is King in this dustbowl castle 
And all their pics are a gawl damned hastle 
It'd take years in Congress to clean it all up 
And so I opt for a quick shortcut, cuttin Fence 

Some say "Cuttin Fence, what will that do?" 

I yell "Hey the range ain't no goddamned 
zoo" 

Let freedom reign from mount to sea 
And let them shit-smeared cows roam free 


Free with the coyote the cat and the wolf 
And may padded paw outrun slow hoof 
For the range was meant for the wild and free 
A truth welfare ranchers will never see 


'/t s 


So when you're out on our public land 
Have them cutters close at hand 
And keep in mind, it just makes sense 
To always keep on cuttin fence. 


H 


w. 


-Porcupine Slim 

I 




Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501 

Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 
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CLEAR AS CUT GLASS 


Sit,, 


and just as dangerous 






AT CONEY ISLAND 


LIFE IS A KISSING BUG 

My memory taunts 
Staring out (barely 
Cracked) windows, such 
Onslaught of Memories 
Gnawing at my innards 
Red brick, vintage buildings 
Gray March Sky I 
Distance my thoughts who 
Travel where the body cannot 
The buzzards that flew once 
Overhead scavenge from 
Old tree stump, climb 
The extending (aspen) embrace 
Oh, how the grip of mountains 
Greets me, like misty tears 
Or winter breath and 
Calming effect of love 
Unveiled, softening of souls 
I * ■ 

Once might rest my hands 
On bark of pine, spine of 
My dreams and distance 

III# • ■J^aan^Bat . . . 


on the pier 

creosote and salt weighing on small breeze 
raw immigrants netting crabs with crude nets 
celebrating when hoisting a blue crab 
marbled watercolor and tinged with orange 
an edible creature 
and the color the water should be 


more times than not. 

nets hold the mud-brown spider c 

the color of Coney Island water 

disgusted 

the crabbers trounce these animal: 
or cast them on the dock 
to die 


young Julia, Kora 
rescuing the mud 
picking them up a 
back to their hom 


voice, 


razor looks 

from Puerto Rican and Eastern European faces 
heat of Spanish is upon me 
and the spiky language of the Ukraine 
i hesitate 

but my children innocent to the put-pouring 

of strange words rescue spider crate from little boys 

.. " ■ ■ . : 

they exchange glances 

they can't exchange words 
paralysis creeps into our efforts 


No time for such 
Romantic reveries 
the bohemian life 
Awaits you. 


I do not want it 


Summer is coming 
And budding old oaks 
With skies increasing bln 
LIFE IS A BITCH, they 


And then you die, 

—Close but no cigar. 

As the saying claims, 
life Is a howling coyote 
Running free under 
Skies of the west 
and Life is a Kissing 

The Horned Owl, nature 
Red in tooth and class. 

Life is a Mexican 
Wolf, once again 
Into the arms of 
A hwngry,hugging GRIZZ— 

And THEN you die 

But what a way to go 


then Saint Franc is appears 
crow's feet around her wide eves 
tight dark hair and bronze skin 
in the form of an old woman 
renting the tension with a voice 
“Mo usu eso! Es un animal!" 
cloaked in her anger and shouts 
we keep grabbing the undesirabl 
and putting them into the ocean 

fear and mud on our soft hands 

. ' "'1. 

— David Albano 


like a stone 


Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Soueti 
POB 14501 

Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 
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by Laurel Luddite 

My medicine chest is a council of 
bioregions, with representatives gath- 
ered together as I make my way around 
the world west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. The coptis root was picked out 
of the churned-up scar left by an exca- 
vator, at the retreating edge of the 
Idaho wilderness. The tiny amount of 
pipsissewa leaves came from an an- 
cient grove above the Klamath River 
just feet away from where the district 
ranger sat on a stump talking about his 
plans to cut it all down. I am drying 
nettles from the California creek where 
salmon die in the silt left after a cen- 
tury of industrial logging. 

Every jar holds a story — often a ghost 
story of dying ecosystems and places 
gone forever. I am honored to have 
known the plants in their homes and 
to have studied their uses as medicine. 
But for people not inclined to roam 
throughout the wilds, purchased herbal 
preparations such as tinctures may be 
the link back to this sort of healing. 

Like so much in this consumerist 
society, it is easy to ignore the connec- 
tions between a bottle on a store's shelf 
and a living, growing plant out in the 
world somewhere. It can be hard to 
know if the plant grows a mile away or 
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on another continent. There is much 
to be said for reconnecting, for educat- 
ing ourselves about the herbs we use 
and for gathering our own medicine 
when we can. That's how we will be 
able to build a new system of healing — 
one that can support our movement 
away from the corporate power struc- 
ture that medicine has become. 

The development of a new medical 
system, or the recovery of ancient mod- 
els, will be another link in our safety net 
when industrialism fails. It will keep us 
alive and kicking out windows. Many 
people don't even have access to indus- 
trial medicine. Anarcho-herbalism will 
re-establish our connection to the real 
medicine that is the Earth. 

An Alternative to "Alterna- 
tive Medicine" 

The sort of herbal medicine popu- 
lar these days — presented to us by 
the media and so-called green capi- 
talists as yet another exciting fad — 
has brought with it very few thoughts 
on a new way of healing. The plants, 
reduced to capsule form or, worse, to 
their "active ingredients," are just 
new tools to work with in the same 
body-machine that industrial medi- 
cine sees people as being. They be- 


come no different than pharmaceu- 
tical drugs or a scalpel blade: some- 
thing with which to pry into the 
body-machine and use to mess 
around with the parts — only much 
less effective because the herbs have 
been taken out of the system of heal- 
ing in which they have their strength. 

When the marketers of herbal prod- 
ucts get their hands on a new "miracle 
cure," it can mean extinction for the 
plant. This is especially sad when so 
many living creatures go into useless 
products or are wasted on conditions 
that they don't treat. The classic ex- 
ample of this is goldenseal, Hydrastis 
canadensis — a plant close to extinction 
in the wild. It has a couple of amazing 
actions in the human body but has 
mostly been marketed as a cure for the 
common cold, which it will do almost 
nothing to help. Unsurprisingly, the 
largest brokers of wild-harvested gold- 
enseal and many other big-name herbs 
are multinational pharmaceutical cor- 
porations. Given American society's 
obsession with herbal Viagra, weight 
loss pills and stimulants, most of the 
herbs on the mass market are being 
sacrificed to ridiculous causes. 

There is an alternative to "alternative 
medicine." Southwestern herbalist, au- 
thor and teacher Michael Moore prob- 
ably said it best: "In this country, the 
herb business mostly revolves around 
recently marketed substances with new 
research, and it comes from them to us. 
Whereas we're trying to establish as 
much as possible — in this "lower level" 
if you will — the fact that we need to 
create a practice and a model that's 
impervious to faddism. We're trying to 
practice in a way that derives from prac- 
tice rather than from marketing. Not 
from above to below but from below 
around. Bioregionalism tiber alles. Keep 
it local. No centralization because cen- 
tralization kills everything." 

Herbo-primitivism 

We need another way of looking at 
our bodies and the plant medicines. 
Seeing the two as interconnected and in 
balance is new to industrial culture, but 
in reality it is the most ancient healing 
model on Earth. We knew it before we 
were people. Animals know how to use 
plants to medicate themselves. Their 
examples surround us, from dogs eating 
grass to bears digging osha roots. Prob- 
ably every human society has had some 
way of explaining how the body works 



and how plant medicines work in us. 

One thing all herbalists know — dogs 
and bears included — is that a health 
problem is best treated before it begins. 
In more primitive societies where people 
have the luxury of listening to their own 
bodies, it is easy to spot an imbalance 
before it turns into an acute disease 
state. This is where herbs are most effec- 
tive. They work at this subclinical level 
of "imbalances" and "deficiency" and 
"excess. " This is subtle and requires a lot 
of self-knowledge or at least self-aware- 
ness. It uses intuition as a diagnostic 
tool. Emotion, spirituality and environ- 
ment become medicines. The spirit and 
environment of the plants we gather 
affects their healing properties, and our 
relationship with those plants becomes 
very important. 

Green Herbology 

When we take herbal medicine, we 
are taking in part of a plant's envi- 
ronment. Everything it ate, drank and 
experienced has formed the medi- 
cine you're depending on, so you 
better make sure it gets all the best. 
When we are healed by plants, we 
owe it to them to look out for their 
kind and the places where they live. 
Traditional plant-gatherers often have 
a prayer they recite before they take 
anything from the wild. Our modern 
prayer should be a promise to defend 




Hydrastis canadensis (goldenseal) 


the plant when it needs it. 

This true herbal healing sys- 
tem has at its heart a deep 
commitment to the Earth. 

The bioregional concept is 
important to this model of 
healing. Plants' actions in our 
bodies are really quite limited 
by the chemicals they can pro- 
duce from sunlight and soil. 

For every big-name herb on 
the market cut from the 
rainforest or dug from the 
mountains, there is most likely 
a plant with a similar action 
growing in your watershed. 

Some of the best medicines to 
maintain good health grow in 
vacant lots and neglected gar- 
dens around the world. 

Anarcho-herbalism 

A society of people who are 
responsible for their own 
health and able to gather or grow their 
own medicines is a hard society to rule. 
These days we are dependent on the 
power structure of industrial health 
care — the secret society of doctors, 
white-male-dominated medical 
schools, corporate decision makers with 
their toxic pharmaceuticals and labs 
full of tortured beings. That depen- 
dence is one more thing keeping us tied 
to the state and unable to rebel with all 
our hearts or to even envision a world 
without such oppression. With a new 
system of healing, based on self-knowl- 
edge and herbal wisdom, we will be 
that much more free. Offering a real 
alternative health care system will help 
to calm some people's fears about re- 
turning to an anarchistic, Earth-cen- 
tered way of life. There is a false security 
in the men with big machines, ready to 
put you back together again if you have 
enough money. What is ignored is the 
fact that industrial society causes most 
of the dis-eases that people fear. Living 
free on a healing Earth while sur- 
rounded by true community and eat- 
ing real food will prove to be a better 
medicine than anything you can buy. 

What steps can we make toward 
creating this new system of medicine? 
We all need to learn what we can 
about our own health. This can be 
through training in one or more of the 
surviving models of traditional heal- 
ing and/or through self-observation. 
How do you feel when you're just 
starting to get a cold? What kinds of 


problems come up repeatedly, espe- 
cially when you're stressed out? If 
you're a women, how long is your 
cycle and what does the blood look 
like? Understanding how our bodies 
act in times of health can help us 
recognize the very early stages of dis- 
ease when herbs are the most useful. 

People who have some background 
in healing (in the traditional or in- 
dustrial systems) can be a great help 
to those of us just learning. Healers 
who are working to form this new 
model, whether collectively or 
through their individual practices, 
should keep in mind that commit- 
ment to the Earth and a decentralized 
form are central to truly revolution- 
ary medicine. 

In these times of change, every- 
thing is being examined and either 
destroyed, rebuilt or created from 
our hearts. Industrialism has affected 
every aspect of our lives — we are just 
starting to realize how much has 
been lost. Medicine is just one part 
of the machine that we have to take 
back and recreate into a form that 
works for the society we will be- 
come. Every herb, pill and procedure 
should be judged on its sustainability 
and accessibility to small groups of 
people. We can start with ourselves, 
within our communities and circles, 
but we should never stop expanding 
outwards until industrial medicine 
rusts in a forgotten grave, a victim of 
its own imbalances. 
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Dear Shit fer Brains, 

To whom it may concern: 

Hello, I am a local activist 
in the LA area and for a long 
time, I considered your tac- 
tics a bit extreme when 
compared to other environ- 
mental groups. It has just 
come to my attention that 
there are groups which sole 
purpose is to terrorize the 
lives of the people whose 
wish to better our environ- 
ment. For a long time, I took 
a more passive approach 
when dealing with such is- 
sues as our environment. It 
seems apparent to me now 
that the only way to get such 
an important issues like the 
environment even noticed 
is to take a more direct 
stance. I would like to thank 
your organization for tak- 
ing such a strong stand 
against the degradation of 
our earth and for helping 
people like myself find 
others with similar goals. 

Sincerely, 

— Christopher Picon 

Dear SFB, 

isn't spray paint toxic??? 
Won't the chipmunks cut 
their little paws on all the 
broken glass you people 
leave laying around? How 
do your sabotoeurs get to 
their job sites? I certainly 
hope they use bicycles. Why 
can't you mind your own 
business, or, if you insist on 
minding mine, then move 
somewhere where you will 
be appreciated former So- 

viet republics come to mind. 
Thank God that suck ass 
Clinton is gone love, 

— THOMAS 
TDBONGE@BTC-BCI.COM 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

This is a tentative declara- 
tion of war. Read carefully, 
this will be your first and only 
communication from us. 
Your actions threaten the 
lives of people all over the 
world. Your destructive 



fer drains... 



ways are a threat to democ- 
racy, capitalism and scientific 
achievement. Since you show 
no mercy or remorse, none 
will be shown you as well. 
Only your denouncement of 
violent behavior and total ces- 
sation of violent activity will 
be accepted as a cease fire. 

Sends this to every militant 
environmental group and 
member of such groups that 
even if you plan not to com- 
ply. They have the right to 
know. Let it be known that if 
you openly engage in asso- 
ciation with the ELF and Earth 
First, you will soon be a tar- 
get. This is necessary since 
these groups are composed of 
leaderless cells, so all cells 
must be destroyed. 

You will be given several 
weeks to ponder your actions, 
change your ways, separate 
yourself from these rouge 
mobs, and to circulate this 
communication. Unless the 
unprovoked, ignorant acts of 
violence are halted and de- 
nounced, You will become tar- 
gets of your own policy. Your 
communications, structures, 
finance and members will be- 
come valid targets. We are 
not demanding you change 
your beliefs, just your tac- 
tics. Find a peaceful means 
or you will be annihilated. 

Though we understand the 
need for conservationist's, 
will no longer accept or toler- 
ate your militant ways. 
Greenpeace, (though we 
don't agree with many of 
their conclusions) at least 
conduct themselves in a 
peaceful manner. In fact we 
defend their right to assem- 
bly and free speech. 
Greenpeace denounces the ac- 
tions of Earth First and the 
ELF. For this reason we want 
to make it clear that Greenpeace 
is not a target in this campaign! 

This is not an anti-envi- 
ronmentalist campaign. 
This is a campaign to elimi- 
nate the threat of physical 
harm to the science of 


GMO's, GMO re- 
search facilities, the 
right to make 
money from GMO's 
in a free democracy 
and the attempt to 
end world hunger. 

Please take this 
message very seri- 
ously. We abhor 
violence but will 
meet it head on. Be 
assured that these 
actions are well 
planned and fi- 
nanced. You will be 
soundly defeated in 
this type of conflict 
with us. 

We will not iden- 
tify ourselves or 
take credit for our 
actions. We will actively 
seek your demise, incarcera- 
tion and to discredit your 
group and members. We will 
work with law enforcement to 
further enhance our reach. We 
will actively increase our mem- 
bership, budget, and technol- 
ogy until you are vanquished. 

You have been given fair 
and adequate warning. On 
behalf of freedom loving 
capitalists and starving 
people everywhere, we con- 
clude this communication. 

— Yakir Osmoff 

ELFMUSTDIE@HOTMAIL.COM 

Editors' Note: The author of this 
letter is believed to be a re- 
searcher at the US Forest Service 
North Central Research Sta- 
tion Biotechnology Laboratory 
in Rhinelander, Wisconsin. 
Based on previous correspon- 
dence with other activists, it 
appears that the author became 
upset when the ELF cut down 
more than 500 GE trees s/he 
was studying, causing more 
than $1 million in damages 
and terminating a 15-year-old 
research program. If activists 
expect to be successful, which 
according to this letter they 
are, then we must expect to get 
letters such as this. Don't get 
frightened, but do get active! 


Dear SFB, 

Is there any chance that 
ELF or other environmen- 
talist groups will branch out 
into international opera- 
tions? Someone must stop 
the raping and pillaging 
of the amazon rainforest, 
and the insane amount of 
poaching that occurs in Af- 
rica and Asia. 

The Smithsonian is fucked 
up. How dare they even at- 
tempt to shut down a con- 
servation center for rare spe- 
cies. I refuse to support world 
trade until other nations 
clean up their act. 

All environmentalists 
should band together and 

a. amass an large group and 
hold the amazon rainforest 
from loggers 

b. have a boycott on all Bra- 
zilian and Chinese products. 

c. start a mass protest let- 
ter to "little" Dick Cheney 
for wanting coal as our main 
power source 

d. start a revolution similar 
to the ones which allowed 
civil/gay rights 

We can't let them walk all 
over us anymore; we got to 
show them we mean business. 

— Rebel in the wings 
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Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Just wanted to poke my 
head up yer asses and say that 
I loved the last issue. The new 
layout is much easier to 
handle and read and the 
smaller size is more comfort- 
able to wipe my ass with when 
I'm done with it. 

I really appreciated the last 
article on the Roots of May 
Day. More of these types of 
thing, dig? Also the Burn Vail 
Anti-ad; jummy. 

That "Essence of Earth 
First!" crap in the begin- 
ning though, gotta go. 
Blah, blah, blah. 

Thanks also for the Peltier 
letter and update on the 
state's ongoing harassment 
of Rod Coronado. 

Keep up the good work 
and quit frontin' on the 
Earth First! definitions. 

— From someone who has a 

FUCKING OPINION 

Dear SFB, 

I received the new mag 
issue and love it. i am so im- 
pressed, it looks fantastic. We 
were making allowances to 
you all for the first issue while 
at the Syngenta action. I see 
it and am very happy. 

This is very useful to me. 
Good propaganda. I will make 
a real effort to forward you digi- 


tal photos and articles of ac- 
tions. Its much more durable as 
azine. Thank you for giving me 
an effective recruiting and edu- 
cational tool. I appreciate it 
cause its so fricken useful to me. 

Power and equality, 

— Chris irwin 

Dear SFB 

It seems that with the death 
of Edward Abbey, Bonnie 
Abbzug has rather gone off 
the rails. If EF! is to be the 
preserve of politically correct 
people with no prejudices 
it has had it. The article 
"Shouldering EF!s baggage" 
is very confused, attacking 
Abbey for attacking immi- 
grants, and then going on to 
do precisely the same. 

There are errors of time. 
Foreman's appreciation of 
AIDS was before there was 
any prospect of any effective 
treatment. So cut trying to 
use that to prove racism. 

The joy of AIDS treatment is 
that it keeps alive more sources 
of infection, and also main- 
tains a much larger population 
of the disease itself so that it is 
much more likely to evolve to 
be infectious like flu. That is 
without the efforts of those 
trying to effect horizontal gene 
transfer to that end. 

It is very fashionable among 


those who might have writ- 
ten the Abbzug article to spout 
about Sustainability. Let us 
face the blunt truth: It is prob- 
ably too late, Mankind has 
been too quick for God. 

Although new diseases 
like BSE and AIDS show God 
is fighting back, it is un- 
likely that she can reduce 
the World's human popula- 
tion to a sustainable five 
million in time to save 
mammalian life. 

— Ilyan 

Comment on your fine essay: 

Years ago, as a young activ- 
ist in Eugene, Oregon (early 
70's), I, too, was stunned by 
some of the inequities in per- 
sonal dynamics among 
people who claimed to be 
social change agents and 
somewhat beyond reproach. 
I remember a meeting in 
which I had had enough of 
some of this hypocrisy and 
publicly declared I was 
through with "the commu- 
nity," at which time I went 
back to school, became an 
apartment manager, and at- 
tempted to meld back into 
the so-called establishment. 

I have never been terribly 
comfortable living within a 
capitalistic society, though I 
have been successful at it. In 
my early 50's I have been 
trying to return to my early 
roots, which is hard to do 
when you have multiple fam- 
ily obligations, some prop- 
erty to manage, age-related 
health issues etc. You will 
not understand until you get 
there. In any case, I certainly 
don't want to discourage 
young activists in their ef- 
forts to defend the rapidly 
eroding natural world, just 
send this caveat: we are all 
human beings, and certainly 
flawed by at least a couple 
hundred years of an indus- 
trial society that has pitted 
the rich against the poor, the 
powerful against the weak. 
In addition, we are, at base, 


just animals with a "supe- 
rior" intellect who, like most 
species, are opportunistic — 
including within our close 
knit communities where we 
may even feel safer to be op- 
portunistic. (Even in "straight" 
society most rapes and abuse 
occurs within families that 
we profess to love or which 
profess to love us). 

I agree that we, as flawed 
humans, should sit around 
and try to root out the prob- 
lems but I don't agree that an 
activist "interloper" should 
be thought terribly less of for 
an indiscretion such as this. 
He/she should be educated, 
and temporarily shamed, per- 
haps. What does "straight" 
society do to people like 
this — lock them up without 
any real rehabilitation (espe- 
cially in California), and then 
parole them years later with 
a couple hundred bucks in 
their pockets to start a "new" 
life (who will hire them?). 
We can do better. The alter- 
native community can do 
much better, and if we do we 
will reveal to the entire world 
that we are not on the wrong 
side of the political spectrum. 

I think it is irresponsible to 
invoke all kinds of political or 
sociological rhetoric about 
those who fall — most of us at 
one time or another— -and, 
yes, we should go out and do 
the jobs that obviously so 
need to be done. 

— Bill S. 
Hi, 

This letter is in reference to 
the ELF home burnings. 

I really cannot see how 
burning houses helps the en- 
vironmental movement: 

1 — Does ELF know the 
people in the houses they 
are burning, or do they just 
assume that because they 
are wealthy, they are bad 
people? These could very 
well be nice, generous, car- 
ing people in these houses. 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 

What if the guy inside got rich 
byinvestingtheCTscan, orsome 
other medical instrument that 
may have kept your father from 
dying? What if they give half 
theirmoneytosomegood cause? 

And if they are horrible 
people living in the houses, 
why not focus on these 
peoples' corporations? After 
all, it is the corporation doing 
the damage. Burn the corpo- 
rate offices, but not the house. 
(But if you burn a house, make 
it Charles Hurwitz' house.) 

The home is sacred. House 
burning will never receive sup- 
port from the general public 
because it is far too personal. 
Without public support and 
sympathy, ELF will never ever 
succeed. A person sitting in a 
tree receives public support 
and sympathy, as does a per- 
son chained to a bulldozer. A 
house burner does not. Please 
burn the corporations, but 
not houses. It proves noth- 
ing. 

2 — ELF claims to be fighting 
urban sprawl. Do they offer 


solutions or just aggression? 
The root cause of urban sprawl 
is overpopulation. Nothing 
else, What are they doing 
about this? Are they educat- 
ing youth not to pop out four or 
five kids? No. They are burning 
houses. Where do they ex- 
pect people to live? In sky- 
scrapers, so that our cities go 
upward and not outward? Fine, 
but they should work towards 
that end and not towards acts 
without solutions, such as 
housebuming. People are go- 
ing to live somewhere, just like 
the ELF people live somewhere. 

3 — People need places to 
live and therefore another 
home will be built for these 
people, in one place or an- 
other, and this second house 
will be build of natural mate- 
rials — wood and plastic and 
steel, and other things that 
require ruining the earth in 
order to produce. Why does 
ELF want twice as many of 
these materials produced for 
one person's living space? The 
same goes for burning ve- 
hicles. Does ELF know that if a 
person or company goes out 


and buys another vehicle, an- 
other couple tons of steel and 
rubber just got wasted (in an- 
other words, another moun- 
tain just got strip-mined for 
more metals and another In- 
donesian rain forest got 
slashed and burned to pro- 
duce the rubber necessary for 
the vehicle replacement.) 

Please let's focus on some- 
thing productive and not 
counterproductive, such as 
houseburning. 

— Kerry Kriger 
KERRYKRIGER@YAHOO.COM 
Antarctic EF! 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

No Fuckin Compromise!! 

This is a very strong state- 
ment. I think that when it all 
comes down to do or die. We 
are going to "Do." 

Right now I am in the pen. 
And to be radical is a charge! 
On April 7 at 11:30 pm to 
April 8 at 1:30 am I observed 
an inmate get hand cuffed 
and maced after they hog- 
tied her. They being the cor- 
rectional officers, six of them. 
This woman just had open- 
heart surgery she is 21 years 
old and still recovering. I can't 
jump up and call a meeting. I 
can't shout and I can't orga- 
nize a petition. I will go to 
lock up and it's in another 
prison about an hour from 
here. This facility is the only 
prison for women in New Jer- 
sey. I wrote to her family and 
took 10 eye witness statements. 
Can someone help me here? 

— Nadine Andersen 
#414455 
POB 4004-St-I-N 
Clinton, NJ 08809 

Dear Earth First! 

My name is Hemp and I'm 
currently locked-up in a Ster- 
ling, CO Prison. It's really 
depressing in here but I look 
forward to getting your Jour- 
nal from other brothers, man 
that really relaxes me for 
awhile and makes me smile 


knowing the fight is continu- 
ing strong. The last time I was 
out and active was back in 
97'-98' we were Dillon Creek 
Forest Defenders where I went 
under the name of T or Troll. 
Our base camp was just out- 
side of Happy Camp, CA and 
as you probably already know, 
we succeeded in stopping win- 
ter operations. Also in one of 
our actions Spiderman was 
ran over by a logger and I 
pulled him to safety. And a 
few of the other brothers and 
sisters that made us up where 
Julia Butterfly, Glowworm 
Aaron, Egert, Gaurdian and Sky. 
Why am I writing you and tell- 
ing you all of this? Well, be- 
cause I'm lonely and miss 
Mother Earth and my indi- 
vidual struggle for her. So I was 
thinking if you could print my 
letter and put me back into 
contact withmypeople, Iwould 
greatly appreciate it, not to 
mentionitwouldeasemymind. 
Thank you for your efforts. 

Always Earth First! 

— Hemp 
Aron Nixon 
#104783 S.C.F. 

POB 6000 
Sterling, CO 80751 

Dear Mouse Shit for Brains, 

Take a look at tree seedlings 
in winter and you'll see that 
mice and voles girdle the bases, 
killing the seedlings. They get 
away with it and they are very 
destructive and wasteful, if 
people were to girdle experi- 
mental, genetically engi- 
neered seedlings, they would 
be punished for breaking the 
law. So, what you have to hope 
for is that mice invade experi- 
mental crops, find peanut 
butter smeared on the bases 
of seedlings, and chew 
through the seedlings, killing 
them. A have a heart trap 
could be used to release hun- 
dreds of rodents near such a 
facility. Is there a law against 
releasing mice near GE crops? 

— Anonymous 
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Next we had an anti-sexist work- 
shop for men. This is a developing 
movement in the activist community 
in NYC. We created a safe space for 
people to speak openly about our own 
sexist behavior and develop creative 
solutions for destroying sexism. 

We moved to another threatened 
garden, La Plaza Cultural, for a large-scale 
play organized by the community. 
Climbing trainings went on in magnifi- 
cent willow trees that crown the com- 
munity space. We ended the evening 
with music and festivities in a squat just 
down the block. 

Ourfinal planned 
day was spent in 
the South Bronx, 
one of the poorest 
communities in 
the US, hit hard 
by pollution from highways, waste 
transfer stations, sewage treatment 
plant, incinerator smoke and power 
plants, but also home to more than 
100 community gardens and count- 
less lots gone wild. 

In a small inlet next to the largest scrap 
metal yard in NYC is the restored Hunt's 
Point Riverside Park on the Bronx River. 
We navigated it in a boat built by local 
high school students. We rowed the length 


of the mammoth Hunt's Point Market, 
where more than 20,000 trucks per day 
drop food from far away. The market is 
dubbed the worst ecological disaster in 
the city. We navigated the rotting skel- 
etons of pier pilings getting sucked back 
to the depths by a renewed burst of 
gribbles and shipworms. Riker's Island 
prison and a monolith steel prison barge, 
opened for overflow in Mayor Giuliani's 
time, came into view near a break in the 
endless seawall where cordgrass flour- 
ishes despite decades of subjugation. 

Throughout the day, the Cherry Tree 
Association hosted a restoration of a 
marina reclaimed from city neglect. 
The NYPD sometimes uses the space as 


a firing range and it is directly adja- 
cent to a brand new power plant con- 
struction site. Stiff competition, but 
squatting land was never easy. 

We ended the evening cooking over 
an open fire in the Cherry Tree Garden 
and listening to Dr. Paul Makiewicz of 
the Gaia Institute about their efforts to 
use indigenous plants and so-called 
waste products to restore the water- 
shed and intertidal marshes. "NYC is 


an environmental disaster or an incred- 
ible opportunity spitting us in the face. 
We don't need to abandon the city, we 
need to rebuild it." 

The next day a group of activists 
paid a surprise visit to the NYC of- 
fices of Governor George Pataki. This 
was a protest against the construction 
of 10 power plants in poor commu- 
nities in NYC. The quasi-public New 
York Power Authority (NYPA) 
pushed through the plan, just below 
the size requiring a full Environ- 
mental Impact Review — which 
would have forced public comment 
and appropriate biological studies. 
The plants will emit thousands of 
tons of sulfur dioxide, carbon mon- 
oxide, particulate matter, 
nitrogen oxides and vola- 
tile organic compounds 
such as benzopyrenes and 
formaldehyde per year. 
The construction is being 
rushed to pre-empt court 
cases that have already been filed. 

In the week following the gathering 
there was a huge rally to save commu- 
nity gardens and a protest to end the 
bombing in Vieques at the United 
Nations with 28 people arrested. 

For more information, visit the follow- 
ing websites: More Gardens! Coalition 
www.moregardens.org; Gaia Institute 
www.gaia-inst.org; New York City 
Indymedia, www.nyc.indymedia.org. 


T7i is gathering was an attempt to highlight rampant environmental 
racism , failures of urban planning and to bring disparate communi- 
ties together > bioregionally / to further radicalize people in the 
communities that feel the brunt of the urban environmental blight. 


Bear Comrade 

The Supreme Central Council of 
Biocentrism has determined that all 
those not residing in heavily forested 
areas are not in touch with true nature 
and are therefore undeserving of the 
honor and distinction of the title 
Eco-defender. These running lapdog 
reactionaries must be located and 
re-educated at once for the future of 
the party and the cause. We must not 
allow the creeping tide of counter-revo- 
lutionary social justice decadence to 
undermine the Supreme Theory of 
Biocentrism (STB) that places wild, un- 
touched, untrammeled, unwalked-upon, 
unshat-upon, virgin wilderness above 
the petty sufferings of Homo sapiens — 
even if some sapiens once inhabited said 
wilderness areas and were extinguished 
by some ancestral comrades. 

The fight for true nature must always 
be placed above and beyond the tri- 



fling concerns of working people, 
low-income people, displaced people, 
handicapped people, diseased 
people, left-wing people, brutalized- 
by-cops people, refugee people, ur- 
ban people, social-anarcho-people, 
black people, brown people, yellow 
people and purple-people eaters as 
well. It must never be spoken that 
any of these people are even capable 
of the honor and wisdom of being a 
wilderness defender, or even an en- 
vironmentalist or environmental jus- 


tice comrade, or even cleaning up their 
own neighborhood and seeing the con- 
nection to wilderness defense for that 
would violate the core beliefs of the party 
and the cause. The 90 percent of human 
peoples that do not reside near heavily 
wooded areas will never be able to ap- 
preciate the true beauty and mystery of 
wild nature and must not taint the STB! 

We must forever keep alive the separa- 
tion and distinction between nature 
and people, just as our comrades on 
Wall Street do and therefore ensure that 
social justice never unites with environ- 
mental defense, and the strength, pride, 
unity and purity of the party are never 
compromised and we never, ever see 
again what happened in Seattle. 

No Compromise in Defense of 
Comrade Earth! 

Always Onward and Upward, Comrade! 

Sincerely, 

Supreme Central Council of 
Biocentrism 
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Wild Rockies 
Update 

continued from page IS 
a closure order charges. Two months 
later (hours after her release) the judge 
found Drea guilty of two counts of 
interfering with logging equipment 
and found an additional activist guilty 
of one charge of interfering and one 
charge of a closure violation. Locust 
received six months, with two months 
time served, and he is in Sea-Tac Fed- 
eral Detention Center until August 4 
(check the Earth Liberation Prisoner 
list for more information). 

Despite all this madness, there's no 
good reason to stay away from Idaho! It 
is beautiful here, and we fully intend to 
remain vigilant in our defense of the 
largest contiguous roadless area in the 
lower 48 states. Join Wild Rockies Earth 
First! this summer on a direct action 
tour of the threats facing our bioregion . 

For more information, contact Wild 
Rockies Earth First!, POB 1742, 
Missoula, MT 59806; (406) 721-3494; 
wref@wildrockies.org. 



The Wild Rockies EF! Direct Action Tour 


June 25-July 4: Otter-Wing and 
Mackey Day Timber Sales, Central 
Idaho. We will be doing extensive 
field assessments on the effects of 
logging from last winter in the area, 
as well as doing direct action if nec- 
essary. We will also be looking at the 
Slate Creek Roadless area, where the 
freddies are planning a massive "res- 
toration project" (i.e. timber sale). 
This activity represents the first use 
of the loopholes present in the now 
tenuous roadless policy. 

July 5-July 18: Earth First! Na- 
tional Rendezvous, Tetons, Wyo- 
ming. We will help set up the site and 
participate in actions aimed at oil and 
gas leases in the Tetons — A top prior- 
ity of the Bush Administration's mis- 
guided energy policy. 

July 19-25: Boise-Cascade Corpo- 
ration, Boise, Idaho. The company 
is responsible for ecosystem destruc- 
tion and genocide of indigenous 
people worldwide. Boise Cascade is 
also the lead plaintiff in a lawsuit 
opposing the US Government's 
roadless protection policy. 

July 25-August 15: Rock Creek 
Mine, northwest Montana. This 
mine is in the final Environmental 


Impact Statement stage and could 
be implemented as early as this sum- 
mer. The mine would go under the 
Cabinet-Yak wilderness area. The lo- 
cation of the mine facilities is in a 
critical area of grizzly bear habitat. 

August 16-September 16: Bitter- 
root National Forest, Montana. 
This project is on a fast track and 
could be implemented this fall. The 
purpose calls for the logging of 
65,000 acres yielding 180-million 
board feet and the reconstruction 
of 600 miles of logging road to mod- 
ern industrial standards. 

September 17-October 10: Stone 
Container Pulp Factory, French 
Town, Montana. Stone is one of the 
worst polluters in theNorthem Rockies 
ecosystem, and we will serve notice 
that this is no longer acceptable. 

If you are interested in joining a 
part or all of the tour, please contact 
us. We have an information packet 
we can send you. Food and transpor- 
tation will be provided by Wild 
Rockies EF!. As usual we must make a 
pathetic, yet heart-felt plea for dona- 
tions of cash, coffee, bulk dry goods, 
socks and climbing gear. Make checks 
out to Wild Rockies Earth First! 


Sin Agua, No Hay Vida 
Sin Tierra, No Hay Paz 


ENRON’s Lou Pai Invades Colorado 


The La Sierra community in the northern Sangre de 
Cristo mountains of Colorado's San Luis Valley is the scene 
of one of the state's longest running water and land rights 
struggles. The 1848 Treaty of Hidalgo was intended to 
protect Chicano farmers' rights in San Luis, but the US 
government has generally ignored the residents. 

La Sierra, formerly known as the Taylor Ranch, and its 
watershed provide the lifeblood of the San Luis communi- 
ties. The ranch was recently bought by Lou Pai, a major 
stockholder and CEO of ENRON corporation — one of the 
largest energy corporations in the world. 

Since purchasing the property, Lou Pai has waged an 
aggressive campaign to acquire more property in the area. 
He prefers strong-arm tactics such as: blocking irrigation 
ditches, fencing off property next to the ranch and claiming 
it as his own, having people arrested for trespassing while 
clearing out irrigation ditches and beating one 60-year-old 
farmer with a shovel. Calling the police is not a good idea in 
this area — many of the sheriffs work part-time at the ranch. 
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A member of the Barrio Warriors addresses the crowd 
gathered at Lou Pai's headquarters. 


On March 10, more than 200 activists and local farmers 
marched to Lou Pai's headquarters on the south end of the 
ranch. At the gates, activist and filmmaker Sabin Potillo 
yelled out, "People need to be made aware of what's going 
on, it's time to move forward and stand together." 

Community dialog is ongoing and the people of San 
Luis are building bridges between anti-globalists, envi- 
ronmentalists and radical Chicanos. Working together, 
everyone is learning to speak the same language. 

For more information, contact Culebra EF!, POB 762, 
San Luis, CO 81152; afr@amigo.net. 




No Star Wars ! Activists Invade Vandenberg 


On Armed Forces Day, May 19, 300 
protesters faced off with US Space Com- 
mand troops, water cannons and special 
forces officers as helicopter gunships 
circled overhead. This protest at 
Vandenberg Air Force Base in California 
drew attention to the military's involve- 
ment in Star Wars, satellite direction of 
defoliation aircraft in Colombia, support 
for corporate globalization and world- 
wide surveillance. Military satellites and 
nuclear test missiles are regularly 


launched from Vandenberg, the largest 
Space Command facility in the world. 

In an action similar to the bombing 
range occupations on Vieques, Puerto 
Rico, two dozen members of the 
Vandenberg Action Coalition infiltrated 
deep into the base's security zones at 
the sprawling 98,000-acre facility. Ban- 
ners were hung from satellite tracking 
dishes and one group managed to get a 
banner onto a military communica- 
tions tower on top of a mountain. Only 


10 of the backwoods protesters were 
arrested. They face double trespass and 
conspiracy charges. Two Catholic 
Worker activists from Los Angeles were 
still in jail days after their arrests for 
participating in the backcountry secu- 
rity zone occupation. 

Altogether 37 people were arrested the 
week of May 19, bringing the total up to 
72 arrests at Vandenberg so far this year. 
Organizers are calling for another mas- 
sive demonstration on October 13. 


Norway Pursues Wolf Genocide Program 


continued from page 1 7 
By making the de facto exclusion of wolves from most of 
the country a cornerstone in their management policy, 
the government implicitly hammers home the message 
that the wolf is by definition a "problem" that has to be 
limited. Here the department officials argue that the 
zoning is necessary to avoid conflicts and that it is also a 
prerequisite to acceptance of wolves in Norway. 

This reasoning is doubtful to say the least, since the 
limitation of wolves' living areas can no more be expected 
to lead to greater acceptance of wolves than the principle 
of Apartheid contributed to the increased acceptance of 
and respect for black people in South Africa. There is 
another parallel: Like the former Apartheid, the wolf zone 
model in Norway is a result of hatred and prejudice. 

The worst thing that can happen is that the present 
zone principle continues to be adhered to. This is because 
people will become accustomed to the thought that 
wolves must not be allowed a free existence. Thus, unless 
the friends of the wolf manage to bring about an aban- 
donment of the concept of severe limitation of the 
wolves’ areas, the Norwegian wolf management zones are 
likely to serve a very negative educational function. As 
long as the current Norwegian management model per- 
sists, the wolf is prevented from being a natural element 
in the fauna. It seems that the government's aim is to pay 


lip service to protection of the wolf, while avoiding the 
accompanying responsibility for accepting the wolves' 
natural right to form and sustain a viable population. The 
present management strategy has been likened to a sort 
of "wilderness zoo" in which a small population is main- 
tained and assisted by the regular artificial introduction 
of genetically-foreign wolves into the small population of 
animals whose genetic variability would otherwise rap- 
idly dwindle and become too small for survival. 

What can people in Norway and abroad do about this? 
Several strategies will have to be used. The informative 
line has to be accompanied by direct and spectacular 
actions that can catch people's attention, since the major- 
ity of people seem to be undecided and cling to what they 
believe is a "neutral” attitude. Since Norway is an attrac- 
tive country for tourists from around the world, it cer- 
tainly would have an effect if the government sees that 
their wolf management principles will reflect badly upon 
the country abroad. I therefore call upon you all to bring 
out the message about what our management authorities 
are doing. At the same time, there are people inside 
Norway who are preparing for the upcoming fight to 
prevent the slaughter of the remaining wolf pack in 
Oesterdalen, a slaughter that the sheep farmers have 
already been promised. 

For more information, visit www.alpha-gruppen.com. 
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Cracking Dams 


Activists Push Decommissioning Agenda 



On June 5, 1976 the Teton Dam broke, and for a short time the river 


was free again. 

continued from page 18 

By 1 1 a.m., two of the dozers were swallowed into the pit 
just as a large whirlpool formed in the reservoir behind the 
dam. At 11:57 a.m., the face of the dam collapsed. 

Wilford resident Elaine Johnson later wrote, "Suddenly 
the Western third of the dam disintegrated. One witness 
said the wall of water seemed to hang in the air for a 
second, then come crashing down the canyon. An esti- 
mated 80 billion gallons of water was loose and headed 
for the Upper Snake River Valley. By evening, the reser- 
voir had drained completely." 

Dramatically, with the loss of 1 1 lives, millions of dollars 
in damage and the destruction of several communities, the 
first large BuRec dam was decommissioned — before it could 
deliver a drop of subsidized water to the potato and alfalfa 
farmers who had pressured Congress to fund the project. 

For the first time, intense scrutiny was brought on an 
agency that had for years been one of the most popular and 
respected in the federal government. As a result of ques- 
tions raised in Congress about the reliability of other BuRec 
dams, new laws were passed and safety programs put in 
place that required periodic reviews and inspections of all 
dams throughout the US. The agency worked hard to repair 
its damaged reputation and succeeded, in part, by persuad- 
ing Congress to put it in charge of reviewing itself. 

The failure of the Teton Dam 25 years ago remains a 
matter of great embarrassment to BuRec, certainly a chap- 
ter in the agency's 99-year history it would rather forget. 
But BuRec has an even bigger anniversary coming up next 
year, the centennial of the federal reclamation program 
and there's a lot of history looking back in the mirror at the 
agency's brass and public relations flacks. The picture is 
not quite as pretty as they would have us believe. 

Resist! If Resistance is Not Enough, 

Then Subvert! 

Five years after the Teton Dam failure, another major 
crack in the BuRec dam portfolio occurred — only this time 


the damage was symbolic. On the vernal equinox of 1981, 
a small crowd of activists gathered at the Carl Hayden 
Visitor Center at Glen Canyon Dam. Author Ed Abbey 
stood in the parking lot, exhorting the group to, "Resist, 
subvert, delay, until the system self-destructs." Mean- 
while, a scruffy-looking group of characters climbed a 
| fence on the other side of the visitor center, hauling a large 
| roll of black plastic out onto the crest of the dam. 

| This was history in the making, at least as far as the 
g environmental movement is concerned. That brisk March 
| morning was the first meeting of Ed Abbey and several of 
1 the founders of the Earth First! movement. The event was 
^ captured for posterity on film and later produced as a 
I short documentary. Earth First! co-founders Dave Fore- 
| man, Bart Koehler and others ambled out onto the dam 
§ where they proceeded to unfurl the long sheet of plastic 
down the face of the dam, appearing to form a long, 
narrow black "crack." 

This innovative incident became an instant classic, all 
the more so because BuRec has since beefed up security 
measures at the dam, making it all but impossible for such 
a stunt to be carried out today. As far as actions go, this was 
one that is unlikely to be matched in the future. 

The crack in Glen Canyon Dam may have been the only 
"banner hang" ever perpetrated on a BuRec facility and in 
that respect certainly earns a place in the direct action 
history books. From the agency's perspective, the action 
was little more than a distant blip on a radar screen. 
Despite the romantic "Monkey Wrench Gang" rhetoric, 
the action presented little threat to the agency's power. 
The event would, however, foreshadow a movement — 
nearly 20 years later — that would challenge BuRec on a 
number of dams throughout the basin. 

Can Adaptive Management Save the 
Grand Canyon? 

In 1996, the late David Brower publicly called for de- 
commissioning Glen Canyon Dam. The "Archdruid" 
sparked a flame that has ignited a movement to uncover 
the many sacred sites and the 250 miles of majestic 
canyons of the Glen and the San Juan River. In the last year 
of his life, Brower co-founded the Glen Canyon Action 
Network and attended a rally at the dam where several 
hundred activists from around the country gathered to 
call for decommissioning a number of BuRec dams, in- 
cluding Glen Canyon (see EF!J May-June 2000). 

That rally, on the third annual International Day of 
Action Against Dams, marked the beginning of a grassroots 
organizing campaign to bring together people from all 
walks of life to begin the work of restoring rivers. 

One of the concerns driving the Colorado River resto- 
ration movement is the recovery of native fish that are 
on the endangered species list. Predation by introduced 
fish and the destruction of habitat by dams and water 
diversions are the chief culprits of the decline of these 
species. Endangered fish are extirpated in many river 
reaches and in many areas of the reservoirs. The 
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government's response has been 
to support "adaptive management" 
for the river reaches below the dams. 

The Grand Canyon Adaptive Man- 
agement Program (GCAMP) is the 
most prominent such effort. Set up in 
1996 by former Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt as a stakeholder col- 
laborative group, the GCAMP includes 
federal and state agency personnel, 
power interests and representatives 
from environmental and recreation 
groups. The GCAMP has avoided any 
serious discussion of the possibility 
of removing Glen Canyon Dam, in 
part because the official stakeholder 
representatives do not seem to want 
to examine the issue. The conclusion 
of five years of research and monitor- 
ing in the Grand Canyon seems to be 
that more studies are needed before 
any substantive action might be taken. 
BuRec's management options are ex- 
tremely limited, given the lack of in- 
stitutional will to address the dam 
itself. At best, flows and water tem- 
perature downstream of the dam can 
be manipulated to more closely mimic 
the natural flow/temperature regime. 
But even that, as well thought out as 
it might be, cannot substitute for the 
loss of vital nutrients and sediments 
that are trapped in Lake Powell Reser- 
voir, never reaching the Grand Can- 
yon. Large dams create insurmount- 
able barriers to fish migration and 
render unusable long stretches of criti- 
cal riverine habitat. 

BuRec intends to initiate adaptive 
management strategies at other dams 
in the basin such as Flaming Gorge on 
the Utah-Wyoming border and Na- 
vajo Dam on the San Juan River. Draft 
Environmental Impact Statements 
(EIS) are in preparation for these struc- 
tures and are expected later this year. 
Activists are calling on the agency to 
include analyses of dam decommis- 
sioning alternatives in the EIS. 

Adaptive management, without 
benchmark analysis and evaluation 
of a wide spectrum of alternatives 
including decommissioning, is little 
more than a fancy monitoring pro- 
gram. How much longer will the pro- 
gram continue without getting any 
results? At some point, different pro- 
tocols must be tried. And those 
should include a scientifically valid 
study with decommissioning as an 
alternative. 



Drain it! Glen Canyon activists take the message to "Lake" Powell. 


Last Call for Reservoirs 

Just when you thought it was safe to 
go back out on the rivers, a proposal 
has appeared for yet another dam in 
the Colorado River basin. 

Last fall, Congress passed a law au- 
thorizing construction of the Animas- 
La Plata (A-LP) reservoir project, a spec- 
tacular boondoggle planned for the 
Animas River near Durango, Colorado. 
The Animas is the last free-flowing 
tributary of the San Juan River. If A-LP 
is built, it will probably be the last 
project of any size that BuRec builds, 
as well as the most uneconomical and 
unworkable. Sufficient water does not 
exist in the river to fulfill the purposes 
of the project. The reservoir site in- 
cludes a former uranium tailings pile 
and is contaminated with heavy met- 
als. Environmentalists have threatened 
a lawsuit that could tie the project up 
in court. Stay tuned. 

Meanwhile, the mighty rivers of the 
Southwest continue to be diverted, the 
reservoirs evaporate huge amounts of 
water into the desert skies every day 
and endangered species continue their 
slow but steady decline. Activists are 
organizing, changing the political dy- 
namics and shifting the terms of de- 
bate from whether it may make sense 
to take down some dams to asking how 
soon the dams will go. The sooner 
natural flows can be restored to river 


reaches, the sooner the recovery of the 
native ecosystem will commence. 

Looking ahead to the BuRec centen- 
nial in 2002, activists are calling for the 
agency to change its name to the "Bu- 
reau of Restoration." Let's make the 
agency focus in its second century on 
working to put the pieces of our broken 
ecosystems back together. 

It's been said by many — even Bruce 
Babbitt himself— -that the era of big 
dam-building is over. If river activists 
can make their case to the American 
people, the dam-building orgy of the 
last 50 years will not only come to an 
end, but will begin to reverse. In our 
lifetimes, we may live to see the splen- 
dor of majestic canyons restored. 

In the case of Glen Canyon Dam, at 
least, the question now is whether we 
will be able to initiate a science-driven 
decommissioning process that will 
bring back Glen Canyon while protect- 
ing Grand Canyon, or whether Mother 
Nature will do it all at once as in the 
case of Teton Dam. Either way, we'll get 
Glen Canyon back, but we would like 
to do it carefully, with minimal disrup- 
tion downstream. We hope you'll be 
with us every step of the way. 

For more information, contact Glen 
Canyon Action Network, POB 466, 21 
N. Main St., Moab, UT 84532; (435) 
259-1063; info@drainit.org; www. 
drainit.org. 
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George Wuerthner on the Cowboy Myth... 



A typical "romantic" western scene: trashed streams and cow-burnt land 


continued from page 19 
Because of its huge geographical scope, 
even if it were a benign use of the 
landscape, it would be a concern. 

But it's anything but benign. It is the 
number one source for water pollution 
in the West. It's the number one source 
of soil erosion in the West. It's the 
number one cause of species 
endangerment in the West. It's 
the reason we don't have wolves 
throughout the West. It's one of 
the major reasons that more 
than four-fifths of all native fish 
west of the Continental Divide 
are endangered or threatened. 

We are facing a biodiversity 
crisis. While protection of pri- 
vate lands is desirable, it is ques- 
tionable whether we will ever 
achieve more than spotty and 
unsatisfactory results. Our pub- 
lic lands are critical to any effort 
aimed at protection of 
biodiversity and as a place where 
landscape-scale ecological processes like 
wildfire and predation can operate. We 
can grow cows elsewhere if we insist on 
growing cows anywhere. And there are 
certainly far better places to do this than 
our western public lands. 

Tim: There is much discussion of the 
cows vs. condo myth. Some say cows 
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beget condos. Just what does this mean 
and is it a legitimate concern? 

George: Cows vs. condos refers to a 
false dichotomy that believes if you 
eliminate livestock production, particu- 
larly on public lands, you will foster 
greater sprawl and development. Many 
environmentalists, as well as the live- 


stock industry itself, suggest that the 
way to protect open space is to protect 
the livestock industry. There are several 
problems with this strategy. 

Most of us live in cities or towns that 
are growing. The West is one of the 
fastest-growing parts of the country due 
to net in-migration. It is only natural to 


assume that sprawl is necessarily worse 
than livestock production. It is some- 
thing that we all experience everyday. 
Most of us don't directly experience the 
negative effects of livestock on a daily 
basis. So this colors our perception of 
the issue. 

On an acre-by-acre comparison, sprawl 
and urban development is highly de- 
structive and probably far more damag- 
ing than having some cows munching 
on weeds — it's not a fair comparison. 
The amount of land directly affected by 
sprawl and development is actually quite 
small. But I don't want anyone to accuse 
me of saying that sprawl isn't a problem. 
Where it occurs it is a problem and it 
needs to be controlled, guided or even 
kept from occurring at all. Where I differ 
from others is that I believe we need to 
control, guide or eliminate livestock 
production as well as sprawl. Neither is 
good for ecosystems or native species. 
| It’s not a choice of one or the other. We 
should be fighting both. 

If you added in the effects of farm- 
ing — and most of the agricultural land 
in the US is used to grow crops ulti- 
mately fed to livestock, not consumed 
directly by humans — livestock produc- 
tion is responsible for more endangered 
species than any other human activity, 
including urbanization. 

Livestock production affects nearly 
70 to 75 percent of the entire US. 
That includes the public and private 
rangeland used for grazing, the lands 
used for crop production like hay 
or corn and the lands used as 
pasture. It's a huge amount of 
land. By comparison urbaniza- 
tion only affects three percent of 
the US land area. So if you are 
talking about total ecological im- 
pacts, the effects of livestock pro- 
duction are far greater than 
sprawl simply based on geo- 
graphical scales. 

In California, only four percent 
of the landscape is developed ac- 
cording to analysis of aerial photos. 
I find the statistics compelling. I 
know that may be difficult to be- 
lieve if you are living in Los Angeles 
or the San Francisco bay area, but think 
again. You have millions of acres in the 
desert, up in the Sierra Nevada and 
along the North Coast that is virtually 
uninhabited. Much of this is public 
land — half of California is public land — 
and will never be developed. Even most 
of the agricultural lands are used for 


The problem with the cows 
vs. condos myth is that it saps 
public supportfor alternatives... 
Those promoting ranching as a 
means of preserving open space 
are actually fiddling while 
Rome bums. 


livestock production — with hay and pas- 
ture accounting for more crop acreage 
than any other crops grown in the state. 

When you look at other western states 
it is even more skewed towards live- 
stock — for instance 95 percent of Mon- 
tana has less than four people per square 
mile. That's frontier by the 1890 US 
census definition. Yes, there are some 
crowded and growing areas of the state — 
but these make up a small amount of the 
total — some 0.17 percent of the state's 
total land area. Most of Montana's non- 
forested land is used for agricultural 
production, including livestock. So most 
of the West is dominated by open space, 
not urbanization or sprawl. 

Open space isn't necessarily good for 
wildlife or ecosystem protection. If that 
were the case, then Montana would not 
have any endangered species. There 
would be bison, wolves, grizzlies and 
sage grouse everywhere — but these spe- 
cies are on the verge of extinction. 

Why? Because of sprawl? Hardly. 
Because of agriculture — primarily live- 
stock production. 

Even if you don't agree with me that 
livestock production is the greatest con- 
tributor to biological impoverishment, 
that doesn't mean that ranching can 
preserve open space. The only effective 
way to preserve open space is through 
zoning, purchase of development rights 
or outright purchase of land. 

The problem with the cows vs. con- 
dos myth is that it saps public support 
for alternatives. If people think we can 
have our cake and eat it too — i.e. hav- 
ing ranching and the Cowboy Myth 
preserved and not have to cough up 
money for land acquisition or debate 
about zoning issues, they are going to 
avoid biting the bullet and seriously 
discussing these proven alternatives. 
Those promoting ranching as a means 
of preserving open space are actually 
fiddling while Rome burns. 

Tim: Is public lands ranching dying a 
natural death and, if so, what can we do 
to help it along? 

George: Yes it is dying— I would say 
the industry is already comatose and 
that is one reason why a strategy aimed 
at "preserving ranching" as a way to 
protect open space is both naive and 
ultimately doomed to failure. 

Rising land prices around the West 
have effectively killed the western live- 
stock industry. You can't buy land at 
today's prices and pay it off running 
cattle. That means that no young people 


can enter the business — unless they have 
outside money. That has several effects. 
Old ranchers as they retire are not being 
replaced. Secondly, it also makes it more 
difficult to pass on a ranch to family 
members. Even small ranches are now 
worth millions of dollars. 

You are left without much choice but 
to sell it. In some places this means 
subdividing it. In other areas it means 
selling to some wealthy individual who 
runs the ranch as a "trophy" or "hobby." 
That is not all together a bad fate, since 
it keeps the land intact, but if you are 
rich you don't need to mn cows. 

I think there are several ways to has- 
ten ranching's death. First, continued 
pressure on ranchers, particularly pub- 
lic lands ranchers, makes it less fun to 


be into ranching. For the wealthy and 
elite that are coming to dominate the 
western livestock business, making it 
less prestigious to be a rancher could 
effectively change the status of this 
occupation. It is somewhat like making 
it less desirable to be a slave owner. 
Once this is no longer socially accept- 
able, far fewer wealthy individuals will 
mn cows on their lands. They might 
seek status in a different way— restor- 
ing ecosystems — as Ted Turner has 
done. We should try to shape the de- 
bate so that ecosystem restoration is 
what the wealthy do — not run cows. 

Editors' Note: Stay timed for our spe- 
cial "Blast From the Past" next issue 
when George reflects on the moral matu- 
rity of tree spiking. 
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Cattle graze on land 
that can't be used for 
anything else because 
the terrain is too steep 
or hilly for building 
houses, or too rocky 
or dry for growing 
food crops: 


• About 1.2 billion acres fall into this category — 
one-half the size of the United States (excluding 
Hawaii and Alaska). 

• At least 90 percent is covered with grass which 
contains cellulose, indigestible by humans. 

However, cattle can digest this grass, converting 
it into beef and dairy products. 

• This land would go to waste if it wasn't used for 
grazing cattle. 

Industry propaganda: part of a larger newspaper ad called 
"Beef— Enhancing Our Planet and Human Existence" 
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Free Evan Brown! Jail Jean 
"Pepper" Chretien 

An international federation of pie- 
throwers is demanding the immediate 
release of political prisoner Evan Brown 
(a.k.a. Agent Simple Simon). Brown was 
wrongfully jailed by Canadian Judge 
John Douglas, a man whose reasoning 
has been clearly affected by excessive 
ingestion of the local transgenic potatoes 
on Prince Edward Island. 

The courts proved once more that to 
fight for justice and democracy is a 
creaminal act under the law that protects 
the rich and powerful with no regards to 
social justice. Evan Brown got 30 days in 
jail despite the fact that our Pie Minister 
Jean Chretien has declared that receiving 
a cream pie constituted "a prize, a 
distinction. " Chretien weaseled out of a 
subpoena that required him to appear 
in court, by claiming an antique law 
called "parliamentary privilege." 

L 'Internationale des Anarchos-Patissiers 
will pie all Canadian citizens in cities 
where we have members, until Evan 
Brown is released and Chretien jailed. 
We declare open season for pie throwing. 
As long as they continue to lie, we will 
continue to pie! 

The Pie is the limit ! 

T'auras ta tarte, la tarte! 



Norwegian workers celebrate May Day with 


Foreign Minister Jagland. 


The BBB Received the 
Following Communication 
from Norway: 

"We are Bergen Bloetekake Brigade from 
Bergen, Norway. We recently threw a 
cake on the Minister of... don't know 
the name in English, but her name is 
Sylvia Brustad, she is responsible for all 
the housing problems in Norway." Two 
weeks later, according to Reuters, 
Norway's Foreign Minister Thorbjoem 
Jagland was in for a surprise when 
protesters threw a cream pie in his face. 
He light-heartedly cleaned himself up 
and proceeded to lead a labor march in 
Oslo. This was the fifth Scandinavian 
pie action in two months. 

Pie-wielding Forest 
Defender Sentenced to Six 
Months in Prison 

Salmon Souffle Society pie-thrower 
Randall Mark souffled US Senator Helen 
Chenowith in Idaho last September. 
Because he was on probation from a 
previous protest against logging, and 
because Idaho is such a reactionary state, 
he was sentenced to a six-month 
sentence. He is scheduled to be released 
in early June. 

Armitage Yoked in Seoul 

South Korean protesters threw raw 
eggs at US Deputy Secretary of State 
Richard Armitage on May 9, as he was 
driven from his hotel for a round of 
meetings with South Korean cabinet 
ministers. At least six activists were 
arrested after pelting Armitage's car with 
eggs as he was driving out of the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel following breakfast. 

"We're not happy with this coming to 
Korea," said the Reverend Mun Jeong- 
hyun, a leader of a group that objects to 
US plans for a global missile defense 
system. "He's trying to force Korea to 
accept the missile defense," Mun said. 

Pissed Prescott Punches Protester 

On May 16, British Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott was attacked 
and wrestled to the ground after 
punching an egg-throwing dem- 
onstrator in Wales. The Deputy 
Minister, the political equivalent of an 
American Vice President, lashed out in 
response to being hit in the face by an 



Prescott enjoys a visit with local Welsh lads. 


egg thrown at close range from an 
angry crowd. The ugly fracas capped a 
day in which the launch of a Labour 
Party manifesto was overshadowed by 
a series of episodes in which senior 
politicians from all parties faced public 
abuse and hostility. 

A man hurled the egg as Prescott 
passed him. Television pictures showed 
Prescott turning and jabbing out at the 
man with his left hand. The man then 
lunged at Prescott across a crowd- 
control barrier, and the pair became 
locked in a struggle in which Prescott 
was pinned to the ground. The Deputy 
Prime Minister was then hustled inside, 
egg dripping from his face and jacket. 

The local Conservative candidate 
promptly called for him to resign, 
saying, "What sort of role model is he 
for young people? Throwing eggs is 
almost a time-honoured tradition in 
this country. It might hurt and sting 
your face a bit, but it doesn't harm you. 
If politicians can't put up with things 
like that they shouldn't be in the job." 

In 1997, the anarchist pop band 
Chumbawamba dumped a bucket of 
ice water on Prescott at the British 
Music Awards, an incident he described 
as "deplorable, utterly contemptible." 

Slick Willie Enjoys a Sticky 

On May 1 7, the day after the Prescott 
incident, Former President Bill 
Clinton was jeered by anti-globaliza- 
tion protesters and attacked by an 
egg-throwing anarchist while visit- 
ing Poland's capital as part of a Euro- 
pean speaking tour. The egg struck 
Clinton's sleeve as he walked through 
Warsaw's Old Town district. 

According to reports, Clinton said 
in response to the attack that "it's 
good for young people to be angry 
about something." 
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Snake Gets Revenge on Drunk 

A snake being tormented by a drunk in an Australian 
coastal resort on May 9, responded by almost choking the 
man to death. 

Police said a 39-year-old man was wandering about the 
town of Byron Bay with a six foot python, which he used 
to harass passersby before repeatedly hurling the snake 
against a wall. g 

Two police officers arrived to find the man, clearly a jj 
little the worse for wear, had retrieved his companion ^ 
and was parading with it around his shoulders. The J 

reptile's patience, however, was at an end, and it 
decided to reassert itself by choking its handler. B . 

The man gasped for air and "fell face first ‘ 1 

into the concrete.” The police at the scene 
used their batons to unwind the snake from fl „ . 
around the man’s throat. ■- ^ 

The man was treated later by an ambu- B#J '*gjyf§ 
lance crew and allowed to sleep off his big . 

night in jail. As a reward for apprehending a 
drunk, the snake was released into the wild. « 

McVeigh on the Vegan Diet 

Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh, % 

asked by People For the Ethical Treatment of j 
Animals (PETA) to drop animal products from fRjK 
his diet, says he understands the cause but doesn't 
fully support it. “ **• 

In a response to PETA, McVeigh also wrote, "I 
cannot sustain a prolonged intellectual debate on 
the subject as my time is short, but I suggest hitting 
Ted Kaczynski up for his opinions on the subject." 

McVeigh even provided the prison address for 
Kaczynski, the Unabomber. The two were held in Vs 

the same prison in Florence, Colorado, , 

before McVeigh was moved to death row at “Our vie\ 

theU.S. Penitentiary in Terre Haute, Indiana. Secretary Gail 

In the letter to Bruce Friedrich, PETA's .. Wat, ‘ lla 

. ’ ,, . , Matason, the m 

vegan campaign coordinator, McVeigh 

wrote, "Truth is, I understand your cause — ■ " ■■■ 

I've seen slaughterhouses myself — but I still believe in 

reasonable taking and eating of game (as an outdoorsman 

and hunter)." 

McVeigh went on to raise questions about where 
people in "the veg movement" draw the line. "Where do 
those who oppose suffering stand?" McVeigh wrote. 
"(Ever see a fish struggling out of water?) What about 
grubs/worms/etc.?" 

McVeigh, convicted of killing 168 people by bombing 
the Oklahoma City federal building in 1995, also noted 
that plants are alive and respond to stimuli, just as an 
animal would respond to pain. 

"To me, the answer is as the Indians believed: Respect 
the life you take to sustain yourself, but come to terms with 
your place in the 'food chain'," McVeigh wrote. 


"Our view is that { Interior 
Secretary Gail Norton } is fames 
Watt in a skirt. sail Allen 
Mattison, the national spokesper- 
son for the Sierra Club. 


Elephants Drive Villagers into Trees 

Rampaging elephants lured by the smell of homemade 
liquor have forced nearly 24 tribespeople to sleep in tree- 
tops in the eastern Indian state of Orissa, an official said. 

Some 60 elephants are running amok in the area, dam- 
aging mud houses as they try to sniff out the alcohol. 
"Close to two dozen people are staying in the treetops 
with family members because they are afraid of the 
elephants. They often take their bedding and food 
(with them) during the night, " a local said. "At least 
six people have died in the past 18 months in 
elephant attacks in the area and 200 houses have 
been damaged or destroyed." 

The elephants have been drawn to the area, 
220 km (137 miles) from the state capital of 
rOUfi Bhubaneshwar, by the smell of handia, a local 
brew made out of fermented rice. 

Earth Day with Ayn Rand's People 

'•%-5’^fv If you were looking for the Ayn Rand Institute 

t; V ^fB (ARI) to throw a big Earth Day bash, you can 
iW forget about it. 

"Earth Day should be a celebration of the 
■‘-J. 1 t achievements of industry and technology, not 
•C B of their destruction. It's a myth that the envi- 
„ ; ronmentalists are saving the Earth for man — 

f B they actually see human beings as the enemies 

of nature, " said Dr. Andrew Bernstein, a senior 
writer for the institute. "Earth Day should be 
the occasion for celebrating the Earth as a 
great value, not in and of itself, but only as a 
iR means to achieve human values." 

B Bernstein said Earth Day 200 l's theme of 
fik "Leave your car at home" expresses the envi- 
i ronmentalists' fundamental contempt for in- 

' dustrial society, progress and human values. 

is that {Interior "Without automobiles there would be little 
Norton] is fames commerce, communication or freedom," he 
kin," said Allen sa j(j "The goal of the environmentalists is to 

'the Sima Club see man crawlin 8 back to the cave." 

- a ARI cooperated with the Virginia-based 

Center for the Moral Defense of Capitalism in a national 
campaign to protest Earth Day as anti-human life and to 
celebrate the benefits to man of developing the Earth. This 
joint effort climaxed with a small demonstration at the 
Washington Monument on Earth Day. 

This is What Democracy Looks Like 

Protesters around the world celebrate May Day by filling 
the streets of cities. However, for as little as $100, an 
American business called www.whitehouseprotests.com 
will hold a 3 foot by 10 foot banner in front of the White 
House for an hour and send you a photo of it. A promo- 
tional statement asserts that, "Those who make peaceful 
demonstration possible will make violent revolution 
inconceivable." How true that is. 
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Video Review: 


Watch 



If you have ever enjoyed an activist 
video or ever spent a night in a tree, 
you will want to get your hands on a 
copy of Watch. 



by Tim Ream 

A campaign that saves 6,000 acres 
of ancient forest from clearcutting is 
a precious wonder. That such a cam- 
paign mixes direct action with strong 
rural organizing in a timber town is 
miraculous. When such a campaign 
is captured on film, available to you 
as a 66-minute organizing tool for 
$15, it sounds too good to be true. As 
if that were not enough, in the male- 
dominated world of video produc- 
tion this excellent work comes from 
first-time director/producer Briana 
Waters. Watch! 


The campaign to save Watch 
Mountain and Fossil Creek in south- 
ern Washington is set in the end 
game of the 1-90 land exchange, 
summer of 1999. Losing means the 
land would leave public "ownership" 
and be rapidly destroyed. The vil- 
lains include Slade Gorton, Patty 
Murray, Sierra Club Checkerboard 
Project and Plum Creek Timber Com- 
pany. The coalition for the Earth is 
a mix of down-home folks in the 
prime of life and a set of young 
treesitters, new and old. 

We get to meet a wide variety of 
characters rarely seen in activist 


video. When the folks of Randle, 
Washington call it like they see it, 
corporate media spin falls apart 
and the "jobs vs. the Earth" argu- 
ment vanishes before our eyes. The 
heart and soul of Watch are these 
interviews with townsfolk who 
don't want their mountain clear- 
cut and are fed up with timber 
industry landslides. As soon as the 
way is clear for their voices to be 
heard, rural folks who love the 
Earth come out in droves to speak 
the truth and stand for the land. 

Meanwhile, up on the mountain, 
viewers are treated to a sense of 
both the thrill and tranquility of 
a summer in the treetops. In the 
city, activists take it to corporate 
headquarters in a decisive action 
days before Plum Creek screamed 
"uncle." All of this action takes 
place in a context of Native rights 
to the land that transcend gov- 
ernment, corporate claims and 
activist visions. 

But far from a sugar-coating, 
Briana opens with a challenge to 
the whole notion of video in 
Earth-activism. And the victory 
itself is examined for the underly- 
ing meaning of a government 
buyout that leaves more money 
in corporate hands. 

If you have ever enjoyed an ac- 
tivist video or ever spent a night in 
a tree, you will want to get your 
hands on a copy of Watch. If a 
friend or family member still 
doesn't understand why you work 
for the Earth or what direct action 
is, this may be your answer. After 
all, if its one thing Americans 
do well it is watching TV. So let's 
get them to spend an evening 
watching Watch. 

Before you read the next article write 
a check for $15 to Briana Waters and 
send it with your shipping address to 
the Gifford Pinchot Task Force, POB 
11427, Olympia, WA 98508. For in- 
formation about benefit screenings 
and cable access airings, contact 
brianawaters@hotmail .com . 
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book Review 

The battle in Seattle: 

The Story Behind and Beyond the WTO Demonstrations 


by Peggy Sue McRae 

If you were there, you will defi- 
nitely want to read it. And if you 
plan on protesting corporate glo- 
balization at any time in the future, 
Janet Thomas' book, The Battle in 
Seattle: The Story Behind and Beyond 
the WTO Demonstrations is required 
reading. Through the stories 
of people who made it hap- 
pen, Thomas weaves together 
the multifaceted strands that 
created what is now consid- 
ered a benchmark event in 
the history of citizen protest. 

By giving voice to the diverse 
causes conjpelled to converge 
and challenge the soulless 
brutality of corporate domi- 
nation, she presents a read- 
able, comprehensible pathway 
through the labyrinth of glo- 
bal politics and realities. The 
book serves not only as a 
document of the Seattle pro- 
test but also as a valuable ref- 
erence and an inspiration to 
continued resistance. 

I was born in Seattle. Like 
the author I now live on San 
Juan Island. The landscape of 
this book was familiar to me 
and brought home the old ad- 
age "Think globally, act lo- 
cally." As familiar with the 
territory as I am, reading The 
Battle in Seattle taught me many 
things I did not know. Thomas 
takes her readers back to a 1944 
meeting in New Hampshire at 
Bretton Woods that sets the 
stage for our current global eco- 
nomic situation, then she brings us 
up to date with the critical issue of 
today's third world debt. 

In the Fall of 1999, the microcosm 
and the macrocosm intersected in 
our backyard. New York filmmaker 
Shaya Mercer who directed the full- 
length documentary Trade-Off that 
premiered at the Seattle Interna- 
tional Film Festival in June 2000, 


grew up here on San Juan Island. 
Ben White who came up with the 
idea for the sea turtle action and 
organized the construction of 250 
sea turtle costumes (one of which is 
now in the Smithsonian museum) 
lives just down the road. And the 
organic farmers that Thomas went 
to interview in the Cascade Moun- 


tains sent her back to neighboring 
Orcas Island to talk with Tom For- 
ester, who had about 20 farmers 
from around the world at his house 
for the WTO. The global and the 
local were converging. As Thomas 
writes, "The issues are as close as the 
buttons on our clothes, and as dis- 
tant as the despair in Africa." 

This book is a history of a specific 


event, yet it also serves as a tool for 
activists by showing the relationships 
between a broad scope of issues. 
Farming, labor, third world debt, ani- 
mal rights, environmental issues and 
issues of sovereignty come together 
as mutually dependent forces in re- 
sisting corporate control. The scope 
of the issues make it impossible to 
cover any one area in great 
depth, so for further ex- 
ploration nearly 200 orga- 
nizations are listed at the 
back of the book with ad- 
dresses, phone numbers 
and websites. Organiza- 
tional contacts are followed 
by an informed list of sug- 
gested reading materials. 

Not only does this book 
bring the problems into 
focus, but solutions are 
suggested as well. Inter- 
viewee, Dr. Michael Cohen, 
founder of the Gaia Con- 
ference and recipient of 
the UN's Distinguished 
World Citizen award, 
teaches his students "to 
forget what we've learned 
and get intimate with what 
we know." Says Cohen, 
"Power will prevail, but it 
will be the power of natu- 
ral attraction: a state of 
inherent grace, in which 
we fit into the web of life 
and keep our inherent sen- 
sory awareness well tuned 
for the occasion." 

Standing up to the might 
and muscle of global corpo- 
rate power is a daunting 
challenge. Even understanding the 
complexity of the issues can be intimi- 
dating. Here is a tool that offers clarity 
and connection, information and inspi- 
ration. I highly recommend adding this 
one to your bookshelf or your backpack. 

Check it out for yourself. The book 
is published by Fulcrum publishing 
and is available through this web- 
site (www.battleinseattlebook.com) . 
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All photos by Dave Parks 


^/)ave Parks has 
contributed photos to 
the Journal for years. 
We thank Dave and 
all our contributors 
and supporters. 
Please continue to 
send in your art, 
photos, poetry, 
articles and ideas! 
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Keep It Wild! 

A compilation of songs from seven 
of EFI’s favorite musicians: Darryl 
Chemey, Alice DiMicele, Robert 
Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg 
Millett and Joanne Rand. 

“Keep It Wild!” SALE! CD— $14 
TAPE — $9 or free with a new sub- 
scription, see form page 67. 


Cotton Caps 
Desert camo, adjustable 
$12 


Silent Agitators 
Small 1.5-inch stickers good for 
bikes or bulldozers! 

Earth First! “Fist,” “Tools” or “No 
Deal, Assholes.” Thirty stickers, $2 


arth f||l First! 

Direct Action 
Manual 


Hemp Wallet 

Tan with black and green fist and black 
lettering. Specify wording. 

“Greed Kills” or “Earth First!” $12 


Description 


Second Edition 


all prices foreign orders add 15% 
include shipping! i— 

Total 


Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


name: 


address: 


Credit Card Orders 


Direct Action Manual 


The antidote to despair. Everything you 
need to know about blockading tactics, 
techniques and devices to defend the 


phone: 

e-mail: 


Visa/MC (circle one) 
Card # _____ 


Exp. date (month/year) 


O CHECK HERE FOR A FREE FULL MERCHANDISE CATALOG 


Earth, from monkeywrenching to civil | 

disobedience. Fully illustrated, Fits of | to; gpj Merchandise, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery, j 
diagrams and graphics, 154 pages, $10 L___________________________J 
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PAQ about the ELP 

The Frequently Asked Questions about the Earth Liberation Front booklet is now available 
from the North American ELF press office. This 31-page booklet contains answers to 22 
of the most frequently asked questions about the ELF. It is printed on 100 percent 
recycled, acid free paper with a full color cover. 

Available for $6 postage paid in the US and $7 international. 

Please make all checks and money orders out to "Resistance," c/o North American 
ELF Press Office, POB 4783, Portland, OR 97208, USA. 



Z'P~ Z'P 




Interna Hot 

Turn it On Day 

In support of global 
economic collapse. Turn all 
electrical items on and leave 
them on for at least 24 
hours (or until blackouts 
:k out all the power). 


; 


California 


S. First the Califo 


nomy. Then the 


Then the world 



HIGH-FLYING ACTION 




This fall at one of the mass actions against the IMF and the WTO something new 
and exciting will help make these actions spectacular. For at least a week before 
the anti-globalization protest, a brave warrior risking her life and freedom will 
have spread the word around the planet about the reality of a WTO New World 
Order. Thousands of additional people will join the protest action solely because 
of this high-flying individual. No, it won't be Julia Hill up there this time, but it 
will be a new radical voice with a sophisticated appeal to mass direct action. 

This action will take place hundreds of feet above the ground on a three by 
eight-foot platform suspended on a traverse line between two skyscrapers. Cell 
phones, solar chargers, a free radio station and perhaps a live webcast will be this 
woman's only companions. Surprises that we cannot divulge will accompany the 
action, which we hope will last several weeks. We have the plan, the technical and media teams ready to go. What this 
planet and what we need is: the cash! Make checks payable to _ark_ idle; send your ideas, dreams and other donations 
to Tanya, SKY-SIT EARTH, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722; (888) 392-4832 x.212-312-6662; skysitmedia@excite.com; or 
Sarah, blackgreen@chickmail.com. 



d Economic Forum 

tober 7-9, Miami, Florida 

d Economic Forum (WEF) is planning on 


Revolutionaries of the World: 

Converge on Washington DC! 

Between September 28 and October 4, 2001, people 
will be coming together to oppose the bi-annual meet- 
ings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank. These meetings will be occurring at the 
Wardman Park Marriot Hotel in Washington, DC. 

Both the IMF and the World Bank are merely the 
outward faces of a brutal elite bent on imposing its 
destructive economic regime on the entire world. We 
will not be content with reforming or even abolishing 
the IMF/World Bank. We will not rest until every last 
bank has burned — 'til the last memory of banks has been 
erased. Only from the ashes of these banks, and of 
capitalism itself, can arise a New World of liberation, 
community and ecological harmony. 

We call for a large-scale mobilization to disrupt the 
IMF/World Bank meetings in solidarity with revolution- 
ary movements throughout the world. We envision a 
joyous festival of resistance that will bring these meet- 
ings to a halt. 

There is much to be done — please get in touch! Send all 
correspondence to: wordsarenotenough@hotmail.com. 
Visit: www.infoshop.org/octo/abolishthebank.html. 
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Northern California Activist 
Festival of Creativity 


People from Northern California and beyond 
will gather on Bastille Day weekend (July 13- 
15), at the Boonville Fairgrounds in Anderson 
Valley, Mendocino, California. We will share 
our collective concerns about the declining vi- 
ability of the life force upon this planet, the 
subversion of the democratic process and the 
corporate "web of death" which entangles us. 

Can we, immersed in the grave circumstances 
of the state, repression of dissent and the ma- 
nipulation of the political process, organize 
amongst ourselves and explore ways to enhance 
what pertains to basic human needs, in a man- 
ner that impacts the planet lightly? 

We can learn from each other the nature and 
origin of some of the problems, evolving cre- 
ative solutions. We can no longer participate in 
those aspects of society that contribute to this 
Earthly debasement. We now get to write the 
future history of the next seven generations. 

We're excited about offering to our commu- 
nity a forum and gallery for the performing arts, 
including music, theater, comedy, poetry and 
cinema. If you would like to make a donation to 
Active-Fest 2001, you can send your tax-deduct- 
ible check to the Mendocino Environmental 
Center, 106 W. Standley, Ukiah, CA 95482. 

We regret that absolutely no alcohol or dogs 
are permitted. 

For more information, contact Rafael Borras, 
POB 2685, Fort Bragg, CA 95437; (707) 961- 
6253; rafa@saber.net; www.saber.net/~rafa. 


Mattole wish list 

People are needed at the Mattole Action Camp (see page 15). 
Please come to the Mattole for a few days and help defend the 
3,000 acres of incredible old-growth Doug fir forest. Come pre- 
pared for wet and cold conditions. The hike to the Free State is 
more than 12 miles. 

Essential Mattole Forest Defender Needs: 

• Walkie-talkies • UHF/VHF radios 

• Organic ground coffee • Hydrogen peroxide 

• Vegan chocolate • Dried soup mixes 

• Hummus & falafel mix • Organic oats & rice 

• Trail mix • Tofu 

• Fresh fruits & vegetables • Dried fruit/raw nuts 

• Fleece tops & bottoms • Bivy sacs & sleeping bags 

• Camo waterproof tarps • Raingear 

• Static line • Still cameras & film 

• Waterproof hiking boots • Wool socks 

• Gift certificates to Ace Hardware, Areata Coop, Costco... 

For more information, contact the Mattole Forest Defenders, 
| POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-6598; (707) 822-3771 (fax); 
! ncef@humboldtl.com; www.mattoleforestdefense.org. 


Protect Medicine Lake from 
Geothermal Development 

Recently a stay against construction at Medicine Lake in North- 
ern California was lifted, giving CalPine Corporation the green 
light to begin drilling test wells. The Medicine Lake Highlands are 
held sacred by every tribe in the area including the Pit River, Modoc 
and Shasta people. Exploitation of the geothermal power under the 
mountains would destroy ancient traditions of healing and wor- 
ship and poison this pristine aquifer, one of the main sources of the 
Sacramento River. Drilling could begin at any time, even as the 
project is being challenged in court. 

A 7.5-minute organizing video about proposed geothermal de- 
velopment at Medicine Lake is now available. The video features 
interviews with Native elders, underwater photography and narra- 
tion by Steven Segal. You can watch the video online 
(www.medicinelakevideo.org), or you can order it at POB 133, 
Mount Shasta, CA 96067. Donations can be sent to the Mount Shasta 
BioRegional Ecology Center, POB 1143, Mount Shasta, CA 960 67. 


Volunteers Needed to Support the Traditional Dine on Black Mesa 


Black Mesa Indigenous Support (BMIS) is coordinating volunteers to repair 
livestock corrals, hogans and vehicles, interns for permaculture projects, sheep 
herding, muddying an adobe structure, shearing sheep, planting corn and much 
more. Work crews are good any time of the year. Please contact BMIS, and we can 
provide you with further information about cultural sensitivity and the nature of 
the projects. 

BMIS is a group of individuals acting to support the sovereignty of the indigenous 
people affected by mining activities on Black Mesa, who face forced relocation, 
environmental devastation and cultural extinction at the hands of multinational 
corporations, and the US and tribal governments. For more information, contact 
(520) 773-8086; www.biackmesais.org. 
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Support the 
Earth First! Journal 
with every long distance 
call you make. 


EarthPhone 


Sign up for C.A. Affinity Long Distance and get 
top-quality service, competitive rates and the 
satisfaction of knowing that 5% of your bill goes 
to this enviro-publication each month. 

Sign up online: 

www.progressiveportal.org/affinity 

or contact Steve Freedkin at (510) 644-2778 or 
Steve@InternetAddress.com; call C.A. Affinity 
directly at (800) 670-0008 and give these codes 
to credit Earth First! Journal. 

Org #671050-000 Rep # 141-0142-85 


ewey 

^ A Journal 

Our Evolving 
Ecological Culture 




"Bravo to all of you for the spirit 
and content of Talking Leaves. It 
always makes me feel good." 

-Paul Winter 

"You've managed to meld art with 
substance, and hope with reality, 
to create the most soulful envi- 
ronmental journal of all time." 

I -Deana Waite 

Talking Leaves is a lively, articulate voice for our evolving 
ecological culture, expressing and inspiring the deep heart 
connection that precedes meaningful changes in how we 
live on this planet. 

Talking Leaves brings together practical information, 
personal stories, global networking resources, insight and 
inspiration. 

Subscribe! One year (3 issues) $18, Sample copy $6 


www.talkingleaves.org • (541) 937-3351 
81868 Lost Valley Lane, Dexter, OR 97431 




How bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 

. . . and get some free music too ! 


Subscriber Name- 
Address 


Phone. 


Country . 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa / MC (circle one) 
Card# 

Exp. date (month/year). 


O Check for a free merchandise catalog 


Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 
O $40 First Class 

O $60 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

O Check here for a free "Keep it Wild!" 
EF! Music compilation tape with 
your subscription to the Earth First! 
journal 


O $40 Surface Mail, International (US$) 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 


DONATION 
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Searching for a Spiritual Missing Link 

NEW! • 298 pages • 5”x8” * $14 + $5 s/h • ISBN 0964425858 

Why would one species on Earth undermine its own life support systems? What deficiency in 
human consciousness forces us to over-consume and pollute? Scientists predict a global ecological 
collapse within 40 years. Dick and Shrub don't care. Does anyone? 

What they're saying about Balance point: 

Today's Librarian : "An engaging and enlightening book - as well as a disturbing warning to us all. " 
Napra Review : "This intriguing story of a search for something so mysterious that the main character 
I p— O' *****' doesn't even know what it is, or hwo to recognize if if he finds it, touches on spirituality, science, 

mathematics, and economics." The Compendium Newsletter : "The reader is drawn into the amazing and 
powerful adventure of the author as he travels throughout the world in search for answers." 

r Joseph Jenkins' first two titles, the Humanure Handbook and the Slate Roof Bible, have been recognized at the 
1998 and 2001 Three Rivers Environmental Awards, the 2000 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Awards, 
2000 Benjamin Franklin Awards, 2001 Gold Circle Awards, and the 2000 Independent Publisher Outstanding 
Book of the Year Awards. Balance Point is his third work. All three are available by calling: 

800-639-4099 (Chelsea Green Publishing, PO Box 428, While River Jet, VT 05001) 

or discounted on the web at amazon.com or bn.com. Visit the author's web site at: 

www.jenkinspubiishing.com 

Jenkins Publishing, PO Box 607, Grove City, PA 16127 USA • 800-689-3233 



Goncernecf Sinafes 


links compatible, 
socially conscious singles 
who care about the earth, , 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
** Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsinales.com 


Fund for Wild Nature 

f -profit, tax-exempt 

ition which funds research, 
ion and literature projects, 
ng proposals and donations can 

Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 86151 
Portland, OR 97286 
(503) 232-1286 


www.earthfirstjournal.org 

The website is going through some major 
renovations, if you haven't 
seen it in a while, 
check it out. 

jar 


Green Anarchy #5 



This issue includes Northwest Heats Up, 
The EZLN is Not Anarchist, Stuck in the 
Mud of Ideology: A Response to Stick it to 
the Manarchy, Police State in Davos — 
Riots in Zurich, and much more. 

Only $2 per issue or $10 for a five-issue 
subscription: 

POB 11331 
Eugene, OR 97440 
USA 
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Ecode 

•Jeremiah Rush Bowen #108016, DCC, 1140 E. 10 
Road, Delta, CO 81416. Serving two years for the at- 
tempted arson of a townhouse in Boulder, Colorado, in 
the summer of 2000. 


Anti-capitalist 

•Robert LeeThaxton#121 12716, OSP, 2605 State Street, 
Salem, OR 97310. Rob threw a rock at a cop in self- 
defense at the 1999 Eugene J18 RTS and received a severe 
seven year sentence as part of a "mandatory minimum" 


•Jeffrey Luers (a.k.a. Free), POB 50263, Eugene, OR sentence. He was recently moved back to this address for 

97405. This is a temporary address as he awaits the out- Un w.°^ n u U npi , , D . 

come of his trial on 1 1 charges relating to two arsons in ‘Michael Colims, FR6303, HMP Elmley Church Road, 
Eugene Oregon Eastchurch, Sheeraess,Kent, ME12 4AY, JJK. Two years. 

•Craig Marshall (a.k.a. Critter), POB 50263, Eugene, OR ‘Jonathan Elliot, FTIOT^RM.P Petonville, Caledonian 

Q 7 / ,r»c <L Road London, N7 8T1 , UK. Six months, due out soon. 
97405. Serving a five-year six-month sentence tor con- . , _ ' , . , 

cni ra rv tr> mmmil arsrvri a n H nn jmfawfi »1 ‘MarCUS Gabbard, FT9062 HMP Camp Hill, Newport, 


97405. Serving a five-year six-month sentence for con- 
spiracy to commit arson and possession of unlawful devices. 

•Ted Kaczynski #04475-046, US Pen-admin Max Facil- 
ity, POB 8500, Florence, CO 81226. 

•Helen Woodson #03231-045, PMC Carswell, POB 
27137 Admin Max Unit, Fort Worth, TX 76127. Serving 
27 years for robbing a bank and then setting the money 
on fire while reading out a statement denouncing greed, 
capitalism and the destruction of the environment. 

•Lee Himlin EX7748 HMP Perry Road, Sherwood, 
Nottingham, N65 3AG UK. On remand for criminal dam- 
age to quarrying equipment at the Nine Ladies quarry. 

•Nikos Maziotis, c/o Dafni Vaganou, Ozortz 3, 10689 
Athens, Greece. Serving five years for bombing the 
Greek Ministry of Industry in solidarity with the resi- 
dents of Strymonikos Bay opposed to the attempts by 
TVX-Gold to build a factory there. 


Isle of Wight, PO30 5PB UK, He has been sentenced to 
18 months for setting fire to a police van during the 
N30 demonstrations. 


•Eric Wildcat Hail #BL-5355, Unit I/A 10745 Route 18, 
Albion, PA 16475-0002. Serving 35-75 years for helping 
ship arms to Central American resisters. 

•Leonard Peltier#89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048. An American Indian Movement (AIM) activ- 
ist, serving two life sentences, after having been framed 
for the murder of two FBI agents. 

•Robert Wilson #640289, Estelle PrisonPack Unit 1, 2400 


Silvano Pellissero, Com. Mastrolierto, Via Ferrerinoli Wallace Pack Rd, Navasota, TX 77869. In 1978 Robert 
#2, Sanponso, 10080 Torino, Italy. Serving six years (a.k.a. Standing Deer) exposed a government plottb assas- 
eight months for allegedly sabotaging a rail line con- sinate Leonard Peltier. His reward was life in prison, 
struction site in the Northern Italian Alps. Silvano reads ‘Lenny Chavez, POB 28703> Oakland CA 94694. An 
French, Spanish and Italian (not English). AIM activist who defended himself and his family 

from an armed racist. Lenny disarmed his attacker by 
’mX-i ' ' stabbing him with a penknife and was jaile^E for at- 


Animal Liberation 

•Mia Muhonen, Vaasan Poliisilaitos, Raastuvankatu 
30,65100 Vaasa, Finland. Being held on suspicion of 
raiding a mink farm. 

•Brandon Elder, Tampereen kihlakunnan poliisilaitos/ 


smpted murder 


MOVE 

•Debbie Simms 



16307), Janet Holloway Af- 


Tutkintavankila Hatanpaanvaltatie 16,33100 Tampere, rica (006308), Janine Philips Africa (006309), SCI Cam- 

... . . „ . ... . . * hriHrro Qnrinnc AZL1 t*i il l/»rtrvn A\7& Pamhn/1(TP Snnnoc 


bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave., Cambridge Springs, 
PA 16403-1238 

•Michael Davis Africa (AM4973), Charles Simms Af- 
rica (AM4975), SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244. M/T JF 

•Edward Goodman Africa (AM4974), SCI Cafnp Hill, 
PA 17011-0200. 

•William Philips Africa (AM4984), Delbert Orr Africa 
(AM4985), SCI Dallas Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 


’ . iV/Vra YiTlf!* f AQP /’ll IT T'lU IF IS Sr f f 

u rUK I t AKi* UUI I jrt/sf US 

This list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners worldwide. For more information visit 
www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. The EF!J offers free subscriptions to prisoners. Due to the high cost of mailing, we must request 
that prisoners and prison support groups/individuals keep us posted about address changes so that we don't waste postage. 
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Finland. Being held on suspicion of raiding a mink farm. 

• Mel Broughton DJ8216, HMP The Mount, 
Molyneaux Avenue, Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, 
HP3 0NZ, England. Serving four years for conspiracy 
to cause explosions. W 

•Barry Horne VC2141, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, 
Thamesmead, London SE28 0EB, England. Serving 18 years 
for various anti-vivisection arsons and attempted arsons. 



International 


Earth First! 
Directory 


There is an international Earth First! web 
page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 

AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 

efoz@earthflrst.org.au 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Usmore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd via Dalby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7-3207-0033; 

admin@earthflrst.org.au 

CANADA 

EF! Manitoba 


Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept.29, 255 Wilmslow Road, 
Manchester M14 5LW 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, 

East Sussex, BN2 2GY 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 

FINLAND 

Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17, 33610 Tampere 61 
FRANCE 


SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339-8009; 

424 3688 (fax) ; scotree@gn.apc.org 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South Street, St. Andrews, 

Fife KY16 9Q, 01334- 477411 
SLOVAKIA 

Slobodna Altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 

82-2-747-8500; 82-2-766-4180 (fax); 

greenkorea@greenkorea.org 

SPAIN 


599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

1030 Keefer St, Vancouver, BC V6A 1Z1 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax) ; falcone@flberia.com 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@ecn.cz 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Ctr 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

(420) 2781-0849; 781-67-27 (fax) 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Robert 

robatg@hotmail.com 

ENGLAND 

More than 50 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United 
Kingdom. " There are also a number of other 
anarchist/revolutionary groups and projects. For a 
list or for general news from the UK, contact 
EF! Action Update 

POB 487 Norwich NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811; 
efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 



Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Avalon 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 Bihar, 

Post Box 229 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERIANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 


Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago, 
manoelantonio@lettera.net 


SWEDEN 


Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

Action For Social Ecology 

POB 34089, 10026 Stockholm 

46-70-7560195 

UKRAINE 


Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 



Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1632 Tagig, M. Mia. 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 
tel/fax 48-33 (8)183153 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obroniezieini" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 
91-038, Lodz; 

48-42-653-38-16; 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax 7 (0112) 43-72-86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(095) 954-91-93; rk@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
7 (09131) 4 15 14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 


Projects 6 Campaigns 

Bioengineering Action Network 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

North American Earth Liberation 
Prisoners Support Network 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
naelpsn@yahoo.com 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 
ELF Press Office 
(503) 478-0902; elfpress@tao/ca; 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 
(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net 

Send directory changes to: 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702-3023 
frog@earthfirstfournal.org 
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Earth First! 
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ALABAMA ~ — 

University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ALASKA 

Alaska Action Center 

(907) 56-EARTH; akaction@alaska.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
Ponderosa Wingnuts 
2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
(520) 774-6542 
Wildfire Infoshop 
POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
_ wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 
Riff Raff Collective 

214 N. McKormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 
(520) 541-9162 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 1601, Scotsdale, AZ 85252 
phoenixef@excite.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 

Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sequoia EF! 

POB 1108, Exeter, CA 93221 

exetrade@aol.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254; 392-9965 (fax); 
arcla@enviroweb.org 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1463, Fullerton, CA 92836 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 
www.wildernessdefense.com 


thu/ClSi 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 

afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 

Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050; 
clearwaterEF@juno.com 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 
c/o CMC 1021 W. University Ave 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 373-0010; 
gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 

' POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Lake Worth EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

littleprincel@juno.com 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 719-6639 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
IDAHO 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
ILLINOIS 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 

(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

The Brokedowns 

857 Illinois Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 

grozzybrokedown@hotmail.com 

INDIANA 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 

prairiefireef@hotmail.com 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
tyezart@yahoo.com 
LOUISIANA 
New Orleans EF! 

(504) 561-8182; vedanta28@hotmail.com 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 
MICHIGAN 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Forests Forever 

POB 493, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S. Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, Mpls, MN 55458 
(612) 362-3387; 

churchof deepecology@hotmail . com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St. Louis Park, 
MN 55426 

(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance / Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 
MONTA NA 

Wild Rockies EF l/Wild Rockies 
Review 

POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 721-3494; 

wref@wildrockiesreview.org 

Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA *'■' 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 
89821 

(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 263, North Hampton, NH 03862 
NEW IERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
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North Jersey EF! 

5 8 Warren Road, West Orange, NJ 07052 

(973) 731-2162; dlstraught@aol.com 

NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 

actionnm@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; 925-8715 (fax); 
adam@wetlands-preserve . org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978 

(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; 

offeditor@hotmail.com 

Vegan Noise 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708; 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Natural Island Ecocollective 

POB 237, East Setauket, NY 11733 

naturalislandecocollective@hotmail.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; 
mountainfaction@cs.com 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 1 7, U of C, Cincinnati, OH 
45221; (513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; 
pseudotsuga@earthlink.net 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Canopy Action Network 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977 
greencanopy@popmail .com 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron Earth First! 

Student Action Office, Reed College, 
Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; 223-4997 (fax); 

adp@envirolink.org 

EF! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
(215) 727-0882 x3; efphilly@envirolink.org 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr, Whitehouse, TN 37188 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; 

kropotkin@hushmail.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

EF! San Antonio 

(210) 822-7646; lmgl271@netscape.net 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF1 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, Houston, TX 
77019 

(713) 294-HOPE 
Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 

San Juan Cty, UT 
rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 


Save the Corporations 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 
VIRGINIA • 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 

321 South Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 23220 
(804) 643-5190; 
earthfirstRVA@end-war.com 
Blue Ridge Earth First! 

POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903-0591 
(804) 971-1553; earthfirst@biogate.com 
DC Area EF! 

3614 Old Post Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 

(703) 273-8859; skulnrs@aol.com 

WASHINGTON 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 
POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 
wildcascadia@yahoo.com 
WE ST V IR G I N IA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 
WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 Univ. Sq, Four Lakes-Madison, WI 
53715 

(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
(703) 273-8859; skulnrs@aol.com 


VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 




Three Grevy Zebras, Buffalo Springs, Kenya 
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ant to be a revolutionary? Anarchist? Try this: Walk straight out your door into the night air... Climb a hill or 
ething up high. Look out into the darkness at the dark sky. Then let your eyes look down at the multitude of lights 
flashing, porch lights, street lights, offices, cars and airports. Close your eyes and you can still see it. .. Ripeness for picking. 

Picture the thousands of cities, millions of cars... the rows of shiny jet airplanes, ready and fueled. Safety and security 
purchased cheap, on the market, hired guards with guns. How many bullets or light bulbs does it take to run a global 
consumer system, how many burn out each day? Bulbs are dying and guns are selling faster than young bodies are rotting 
(45,000 dead each day, 1 7 million a year to starvation and war). Hunger and starvation become investments in the game 
of Globalization.net. How much do I get for 44,000 extinct species each year? Can you feel inside of yourself the things 
you can't express.. . the hidden pain? The broken filmstrip plastic slaps noisily as the techno-police state-nightmare keeps 
pounding its counter-mantra: "Pull the plug. Stop me! Before I hurt everything, more..." 

If we took a bunch of starving kids and endangered animals, and we just burned them in a big bonfire, would it make 
you flinch? Or will we soon just stand there as the bar-code programming replaces our eyes — or at least our vision. This 
dark monster that shines before our eyes is like The Matrix — only worse — it's organic and it ends in the death of 
everything. It's more than a game and more than a movie when this curtain closes. 

Scrap the way you have viewed the world. All the key symbols and cultural concepts we use to define the world — the 
way that we think — have been corrupted and manipulated to delude us into ignorance and self-destruction. If the system 
hasn't stolen your soul yet, nor sucked out your determination, then come along with us. Embrace the Underground. 

We don't need to hide behind words like democracy, reform or progress. Purge these constructs and replace them with 
liberation, anarchy and love from our hearts. We must be brave and believe in a world of sharing free expression and 

love for all things. It will be a long road through the Underground. 

Moderates always play the 
game of holding back 
and diluting the radi- 
cals' "condemnation 
of materialism." From 
Jesus to Buddha and 
Gandhi to Che Guevara, 
moderates beg for patience 
and then redefine the truth. 
These are the "end times" of 
mass movement protests and even 
riots may no longer be effective. 
These are the "end times" of passiv- 
ism, patience and moderation. The 
Underground’s bonfires of celebration 
will burn through the veil of the media's 
smokescreen. Praxis not posturing. Bring the 
war home. We chart a new course for a life 
worth living. There will be no more USA, corpo- 
rations, technology or material affluence. There 
will be mutual aid, cooperation, decentralization, 
self-sufficiency and the liberation of desires— self 
expression— true anarchy and wildness. 

This is not just a revolution about power! Culture, 
spirituality, thinking and technology must all change 
radically. We believe that our way— the quickening way- 
results in much less suffering. We reach now to pull the plug 
on energy systems and all the toys of the greedy boys. All those 
shiny airplanes will become roofing shingles... and the skyscrap- 
ers will be greenhouses. We've got a lot of reducing, reusing and 
recycling to do, a lot to learn and to unlearn. 

Break the rules, trespass fate. Tune in to your deepest feelings, the wind 
on a rooftop during a reckless night of adventure, the roar of an unexpected 
kiss, the magic of your favorite songs lifting you up. Fearless against the 
darkness that the government plans for us, we are strong in our own desires. 
We come with stones and slingshots, the strange and untamed weapons of our 

imagination. For a world of wonder where anything is possible... 

■ 



As the last old-growth conifers fall and are replaced by managed 
tree farms, as the last free-flowing rivers are dammed and as the few 
remaining unaltered big game winter ranges are subdivided; more 
species will become extinct, native ecosystems will disappear, more 
noxious weeds and other exotics will invade the depleted landscape 
and more genetic material will be forever lost. The quality of the 
planet will continue to plummet, unless those who care about, 
bleed for and love wild country begin to work to reverse the tragic 
depletion of life, natural diversity and wildness. -Howie Wolke 
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A Look Into Activism, 
Tactics and Strategy 


We thought it was time to take an 
introspective look at our strategies, 
tactics and collective vision. As some 
of the articles herein will demonstrate, 
the political ground under our feet is 
shifting rapidly. Resource extraction 
industries, along with their minions 
in the government, media, Wise Use 
movement and mainstream environ- 
mental groups, have long attempted 
to brand us as "ecoterrorists." As Earth 
First! took off in the '80s, a massive 
radical direct action movement kicked 
into gear, changed the face of environ- 
mentalism and got smacked down 
pretty hard by the feds. By compari- 
son, much of the '90s was relatively 
placid, but the branding from the pre- 
vious era managed to stick. 

Today, those who would destroy the 
planet for a buck have mounted a 
formidable campaign with which we 
must come to grips. Heavily funded by 
corporate America, designed by public 
relations firms, promoted by the mass 
media and carried out by the state, the 
wave of anti-environmentalist hyste- 
ria has reached a new peak. Eco-de- 
fenders face increased penalties for ail 
forms of protest while the press Rou- 
tinely reports mellow demonstrations 
as violent and terroristic in nature. 

The other part of this feedback loop 
is that as activists get hammered harder 
for long-established tactics such as 
banner-hangs and blockades, and as 
the new administration no longer pre- 
tends to care about the environment, 
folks have escalated their tactics. As 
these actions increase in frequency 
and intensity, the consequences and 
political climate become more severe. 

Whither the grassroots eco-resis- 
tance? Whither Earth First!? Some feel 
the Earth First! Journal should be a 
mirror to reality, others feel we should 
be a hammer with which to shape it. 

We Joumalistas seek to support a 
diverse array of tactics and strategies. 


It would not be honest to say that we 
think all tactics are equally effective in 
every situation, but likewise we do not 
want to fetishize certain ones. Our 
role is to push the envelope, catalyze, 
create debate, put the word out, get 
people thinking and most of all acting. 
You will not see us jumping up and 
down about writing letters to elected 
"representatives," but you will see us 
covering lawsuits,and legislation side- 
by-side with news of tree-spiking and 
torched buildings. \ 

We are never going to entirely agree 
on tactics as a movement, and that is 
fine, perhaps even good. Diversity 
provides strength, and monoculture 
weakens. We may have a decade or 
two left to stop the destruction oft he 
Earth, so it's time to just get on with 
whatever form of resistance moves us 
intq action. 

Lastly, we believe it's crucial at this 
time for people in this movement to 
reserve the term "violence" for matters 
involving harm to life. The road- 
rippers with pickaxes in hand, tree- 
sitters high up in the old-grow|h 
canopy, stealthy elves moving quietly 
through the night, these are not 
violent people. They are folks who 
love life deeply and are moved to 
commit unusual and desperate acts 
in a last ditch attempt ^'preserve 
what is still wild. Researchers who 
twist the very basis df our genetic 
makeup for cpYporate profit, 
executives eraotionlessly calculating 
cost-benefit analyses on controversial 
Earth-raping projects, politicians 
drafting death penalty legislation for 
acts of ecotage, these are the types 
that environmentalists should recog- 
nize and describe as violent. 

No compromise in defense of 
Mother Earth, 

— The Earth First! Journal 
Editorial Collective 
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The Nonviolent Use of Gunpowder 


by Paul Kingsnorth 

Contrary to what many think, international anti-dam cam- 
paigning is not new. Activist Sigmund Kvaloy recalls to Paul 
Kingsnorth how an Icelandic anti-dam campaign back in 1 970 
resorted in radical measures to save a river from damnation. 

Shortly before it happened, I was standing on the bank 
of the Laxa ("salmon river") with Eysteinn Sigurdsson, a 
local farmer who was leading a campaign in the region 
against a recently built dam. Like dams ev- 
erywhere, the construction had severely 
damaged the river's ecosystem and was 
wrecking the livelihoods of the farmers 
and fisherfolk in the region. 

"I've lived by this river for a thousand 
years," said Sigurdsson. "Destroy her and I 
will be destroyed." Like other farmers in the 
region, Sigurdsson viewed his own position 
in the region within the context of his 
ancestors and future descendants. His was 
not an isolated existence, but was rather a 
small part of a very long chain. Many of the 
inhabitants of the region had the same 
mentality. For this reason, the campaign 
against the Laxa dam was fueled with an 
unstoppable energy. 

Laxa was more than simply a body of water for those 
whose lives depended on it. In 1970, when the river was 
dammed, locals swore to use any and all avenues to reverse it. 
They fought long and hard with every legal means. They 
failed. It was when they failed that the concept of the 
"nonviolent" use of gunpowder arose. The concept was 
simple: The dam would be blown up. This would not be an act 



of violence, but an act of salvation for an ecosystem devas- 
tated by destructive development. Care would be taken to 
avoid harming any living creature. The objective was to use 
dynamite to prevent a violation of the natural world. 

One of the strongest supporters of local campaigners 
against the dam was an author and national radio 
programme editor. When the time came, he made the 
necessary dynamite available (for his efforts he was later 
elected a member of parliament for Thingeyarsyssla, the 
county where Laxa is situated). 

On August 7, 1970, 250 women, men and 
children gathered at the site. Two farm 
tractors dug into the dam foundations on 
both sides and the dynamite was placed . The 
fuse was lit, and a few moments later the dam 
ceased to exist. 

The following morning virtually the entire popu- 
lation surrounding Myvatn, and those living along 
the length of the Laxa valley, made calls to the local 
police. Each one claimed personal responsibility for 
the night's activities. For obvious reasons, the 
practicalities involved in placing an entire commu- 
nity on trial made proceedings impossible. Laxa 
was saved, and no one was ever convicted for the 
"crime" of destroying the dam. 

As one activist said shortly thereafter, "We ought to 
earn the Nobel Peace Prize, since we actually used Nobel's 
invention [dynamite] to re-establish peace between hu- 
mans and nature." Thirty years later, Laxa remains a symbol 
of independence from destructive industrialism, as 
well as a symbol of a rooted people's strength. 

This article first appeared in The Ecolo- 
gist, Vol. 30 No. 6, www.theecologist.org. 


‘Dean S&ct "pen . 



Dear Shit For Brains, 

I would like to express my 
utmost respect for everyone 
out there who is doing their 
share to bring global and en- 
vironmental issues to the at- 
tention of the public and our 
leaders. Also those who are 
taking personal, direct action. 

1 think the Beltane 2001 
issue of Earth First! is a fine 
magazine. Keep up the good 
work. I learned a lot from it, 
and the animal pictures are 
great; not to mention the con- 
tent of the articles. 

Having lived in a negative 
prison environment for sev- 
eral years, I truly appreciate 
the opportunity to read about 
such significant issues and 


how people are taking respon- 
sibility upon themselves to 
do something about the prob- 
lems. Thanks! Thus, I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to ask you to print my name 
and address so that any inter- 
ested individuals or groups 
can drop me a line or send me 
some literature. I am into an- 
archist philosophy, alternative 
government, and environ- 
mental and other global is- 
sues (etc.). 

Feel free to write and express 
your ideas, or send literature, 
or just say hello. 

Sincerely, 

— Curt Smith #589526 
Rt 2, Box 4400 
Gatesville, TX 76597 


Earth First! Comrades, 

Well I see that you have 
relocated to AZ. I guess it is for 
the better. I really like the new 
form of print you have May- 
June magazine style. I was glad 
to see Dear Ned Ludd, let's 
demolish all SUVs. No more 
cars or highways. I see the 
feds are still harassing Craig 
Rosebraugh. They had him 
on WorldNews, 20/20, 60 Min- 
utes, they are constantly ha- 
rassing this man. I say harass 
their corporations to make it 
even. I just want to touch base 
with you, and tell you that I 
appreciate getting the Earth 
First! Journal. Thanks. 

Together for Mother Earth, 
— William 


Dear SFB, 

I just read Dear Ned Ludd 
(see EF!J May-June 2001). I 
would like to say that I am 
glad for the high price of gas. 
I hope people will stop buying 
SUVs. Fossil fuels are not the 
way. We need to wake up. If 
people will stop buying them, 
Ford and others will stop mak- 
ing them. So, the high price of 
gas is a great thing. 

But I think people should 
make driving SUVs a living 
hell! If someone doesn't stop 
this, we will not have to worry 
about; we won't be here! 

Stay strong, 

— Charles R. Hoke 

continued on page 33 
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I believe it is time for a serious re-evaluation of 
human priorities. No longer can we separate ourselves 
from wild nature, pretending that technology will 
keep us safe and intact. We must accept and embrace 
the fact that we, too, are a part of the natural life cycle, 
not above it, not on top of it. We must scrutinize the 
effect that we are having. We have the means to change, 
the question is, do we have the desire? 


Hfci'v/ 


Sentenced to Nearly 23 \ears 


On June 11, 
Jeff "Free" Luers 
was sentenced to 
22 years and eight months for setting a fire at Romania 
Chevrolet and attempting to ignite a gasoline tanker at 
Tyree Oil Company in Eugene, Oregon last summer. The 
Romania fire, which torched three pickup trucks, caused 
$40,000 damage, while the Tyree Oil tanker failed to ignite. 

Judge Lyle Velure found Free guilty on 11 charges, includ- 
ing three counts of first-degree 
arson, two counts of attempted 
first-degree arson, criminal 
mischief and making and pos- 
sessing a destructive device. 

Under Measure 11, Oregon's 
minimum-mandatory sentenc- 
ing law, first-degree arson car- 
ries a sentence of seven and a 
half years in prison. 

According to Lane County 
chief deputy district attorney 
KentMortimore, "Our philoso- 
phy is that people in this com- 
munity have a right to be safe, 
and have a right for their prop- 
erty to be safe. If terrorists try 
to disturb that security, our 
response is going to be exactly 
what we saw here." 

"The intent with [Free's] 
sentence was definitely to set 
an example to deter other ac- 
tions, but I don't really think 
that it's going to have a big 
effect on the continuation of 
acts of economic sabotage," 
said Gumby Cascadia of the 
Free and Critter Legal Defense Committee. "I think that 
what it does is it makes people understand the deadly 
seriousness of choosing to do that kind of action, and it 
may weed out the people who think it's a game from those 
who are really serious." 

Free, a 22-year-old anarchist and longtime tree-sitter, 
had admitted to criminal mischief in last summer's Romania 


Chevrolet fire. At the sentencing Free read a statement 
taking accountability for the Romania fire and emphasized 
the care he took to ensure no one would be injured. The 
judge responded by saying that he "never doubted Free's 
sincerity." Velure continued by stating that Free's political 
beliefs would not influence the sentencing, that he would 
be sentenced "solely on the severity of the crimes. " Yet Free 
received a sentence harsher than that of many murderers 
and rapists. 

Velure made comments 
during the trial that indicated 
he had already decided the 
outcome. He was often seen 
completely ignoring the tes- 
timony and typing on his 
laptop instead of listening. 
An appeal is underway. 

Throughout the past year, 
Free was forced to remain 
silent about his actions at 
Romania Chevrolet, due to 
the fact that the state in- 
sisted on linking the two in- 
cidents, Romania and Tyree 
Oil Company, together. The 
judge denied many motions 
to separate the two events. 
Free has stated and main- 
tains that he had no involve- 
ment in the attempted arson 
at Tyree Oil. 

The Free and Critter Legal 
Defense Committee asks for 
your continued support of 
Free and Critter and of all 
prisoners of war. Free's co- 
defendant, Critter, is serving 
a five and a half year sentence after accepting a plea 
bargain in the case. 

A war is being waged on the Earth and all its creatures. 
The state's campaign attempts to marginalize and inca- 
pacitate those who take radical action in defense of the 
Earth. Failure to support our political prisoners is tanta- 
mount to sanctioning repression by the state. 
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for 


Free s Statement at 
his Sentencing 


"I want to make clear why I set a fire at Romania 
Chevrolet. I'm not going to offer excuses. I want this 
opportunity to explain my actions so that they are not 
misunderstood or misinterpreted. 

I didn't do this for anarchy or because I'm anti-govern- 
ment. And I didn't do this because I enjoy property 
destruction. I don't. 

I did this because I'm frustrated that we are doing 
irreversible damage to our planet, our home. It is not an 
exaggeration to say that right now we are experiencing a 
period of extinction equal to that of the dinosaurs. Forty- 
thousand species are going extinct each year. Yet we 
continue to pollute and exploit the natural world. 

I'm not going to justify my actions. I can't do that 
anymore than one can justify the destruction of the envi- 
ronment for profit. They are both wrong. 

I take responsibility for what I've done. You can judge my 
actions, but you can't judge my heart. It cannot be said that 
I am unfeeling and uncaring. My heart is filled with love and 
compassion. I fight to protect life, all life, not to take it. 

I took every precaution to insure that no one would be 
injured by this fire. If I thought for any reason that 
anyone — be it Mr. Kelly or any responding firefighter or 
police officers — would be injured, I never would have set 
this fire. It was not my intention to hurt anyone or place 
anyone at risk. 

I'm not going to ask the court to grant me leniency. All that 
I ask is that you believe the sincerity of my words. That you 
believe that my actions, whether or not you consider them to 
be misguided, stem from the love I have in my heart." 


Romania Chevrolet, March 2001 


The' 

Criminalization 

of 

BY WaRCRY 

As the assault on the environment intensifies, so does 
the criminalization ol the resistance to that assault. 
Crafted under pressure from various right-wing ele- 
ments and the corporate lobby, recent "ecoterrorist" 
legislation seeks to neutralize all forms of direct action 
that interfere with industry production. Additionally, 
Congress has steadily fattened the FBI's counter-terror- 
ism budget — from $78.5 million in 1993 to $301.2 
million in 1999. Illustrating this increasingly repressive 
climate, Joint Terrorism Task Forces have been set up 
throughout the US with the goal of organizing local law 
enforcement agencies into effective counter-terrorism 
units. By establishing surveillance and information 
sharing on activists, the FBI can empower and encour- 
age the subsequent prosecution of "ecoterrorists." 

The result is an increasingly dangerous climate for 

continued on next page 


For now, letters can be mailed to both Free and Critter 
c/o the Legal Defense Committee at POB 50263, 
Eugene, OR 97 405. Checks and money orders to 
assist with Free’s appeal can be sent to the Free and 
Critter Legal Defense Fund c/o OUR Credit Union 
at POB 11192, Eugene, OR 97440. For more 
information, visit www.efn.org/~eugpeace/freecritter. 
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continued from previous page 

activists. Free's case is a wake up call. We must re- 
strategize and evolve our tactics if we hope to maintain 
an effective defense of the environment despite these 
treacherous political developments. 

The Juvenile Justice Bill 

After the Columbine High 
School shootings, the US 
Senate passed the May 1999 
Juvenile Justice Bill. Though un- 
related in any way to "juve- 
nile justice," 
several provi- 
sions were in- 
cluded that 
directly target 
animal rights 
and environ- 
mental activ- 
ists. Reflecting 
industry 
pressure and 
influence, the 
JuvenileJustice 
Bill condemns 
people who com- 
mit politically mo- 
tivated nonviolent 
offenses with exceed- 
ingly disproportion- 
ate prison terms. 

Unfortunately, this law is 
only one example of a system- 
atic attempt by industry and gov- 
ernment to discourage direct 
action by punishing activists with jail 
time that far exceeds time given to truly violent 
and dangerous people. Such sentencing preferences illus- 
trate the priority the state gives to property over human life. 

The Juvenile Justice Bill also: 

1. Makes it a federal crime to distribute information on 
how to make bombs (over the Internet or otherwise) or 
other weapons of mass destruction if the "teacher intends" 
for the information to be used to commit a federal violent 
crime or knows that the recipient will use the information 
to commit such a crime. 

2. Enhances penalties under the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act by changing a minimum sentence to a 
mandatory five years instead of one. 

3. Creates a "National Animal Terrorism and Ecoterrorism 
Incident Clearinghouse" to "accept, collect and maintain" 
information on crimes against animal enterprises or com- 
mercial activities because of their "perceived impact" on 
the environment. Records of such incidents are available 
for all law enforcement agencies. 


4. Enhances sentences for "gangs," defined as the assem- 
bly of three or more people. These sentencing guidelines 
promote selective and politically biased prosecution by 
applying more serious penalties against those who commit 
crimes in defense of animals or the environment. The 
courts are being asked to evaluate the actions of an 
individual and the thoughts behind an action in- 
stead of simply evaluating the actual crime. The 
bill also undermines the First Amendment 
protection of websites and publications. 

The RICO Act 

Also in May 1999, Senators Orin G. Hatch (R- 
UT) and Diane Feinstein (D-CA) introduced an 
amendment to the Racketeer Influenced and 
Corrupt Organization (RICO) Act, aimed at "Ani- 
mal Enterprise Terrorism and Ecoterrorism." 

RICO was originally designed to combat traditional orga- 
nized crime and its infiltration of legitimate enterprises; 
however, its most innovative and controversial 
aspects are provisions which allow the state to 
seize property owned by anyone charged 
with being part of a "criminal enterprise." 

RICO targets illegal activity organized 
» across state lines. Thus, if you "orga- 
nize" using email and telephone, you 
can potentially be prosecuted under 
federal laws. In the past, RICO has 
been employed primarily against 
white-collar criminals, anti-abortion 
protesters and mobsters. Now, target 
groups can include just about anyone. 

Oregon Declares War on 
Activists 

On March 12, two bills intended to 
stiffen penalties for "ecoterrorists" were 
unanimously approved by the Oregon House of 
Representatives. Under HR 2344 and 2385, Oregon's orga- 
nized crime laws would be expanded to include activities 
such as tree spiking and sabotage of animal research, 
livestock or agricultural operations. Convictions under the 
laws would be punishable by up to 20 years in prison and 
a $300,000 fine. 

Reflecting the hysterical attitude and culture of propa- 
ganda currently prevailing in the Oregon legislature, Repre- 
sentative Bob Jenson claimed he received threatening letters 
and phone calls a year ago when lawmakers were first 
considering HR 2344 and 2385. He stated, "I will do every- 
thing to ensure that if you break the law as part of those 
protests, you will get free room and board for 20 years." 

The process of attacking social movements in Oregon fits 
into a larger pattern of criminalizing dissent with respect 
to the anti-globalization movement, which is made up of 
anarchists, environmentalists, animal rights activists, stu- 
dents, unions, teachers and others concerned about the 
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fate of the planet and each other. 
David Helvarg, author of The War 
Against the Greens, stresses how diffi- 
cult it is for ecologically destructive 
industries to "look good" and publicly 
justify their actions; therefore, their 
strategy has been "to make us look 
bad, demonize us and make them- 
selves look respectable as a result." If 
one were to compare a cancer-causing 
industrial polluter to a teenage 
monkeywrencher, it would become 
glaringly apparent to the public as to 
who is the real "ecoterrorist." 

Groups to Watch Out For 

"A growing network of pro-technol- 
ogy activists is making sure that the 
message of my book, EcoTerror: The 
Violent Agenda to Save Nature, will pro- 
duce results. By results, I mean con- 
gressional hearings and legislation to 
protect the public from environmen- 
tally motivated violence." 

— Ron Arnold 

Arnold is a spokesperson for the 
right-wing Wise Use movement and 
the executive director of the Center 
for the Defense of Free Enterprise. In a 
1992 interview, he said, "We're out to 
kill the fuckers. Our goal is to elimi- 
nate environmentalism once and for 
all." He is a former spokesperson for 
Dow and Union Carbide and has fi- 
nancial support from corporations 
such as Exxon, DuPont, Georgia Pa- 
cific and Boise Cascade. 

Public relations firms, lobbying 
groups and think tanks work with and 
fund the Wise Use movement. Included 
amongst these institutions is the Heri- 
tage Foundation, which published a 
report entitled, "Ecoterrorism: The 
Dangerous Fringe of the Environmen- 
tal Movement." The report is a typical 
Wise Use mixture of truth, fiction and 
innuendo which targets Earth First! as 
a violent terrorist group. The report 
concludes with a strong denunciation 
of the use of violence as a tactic and 
claims that radical environmentalists 
are locked into an ever-increasing ram- 
page of terrorist activity which is maim- 
ing, and which will inevitably result in 
the killing of innocent people. The 
report goes on to identify EF! as the 
enemy and pleads with the environ- 
mental community to isolate EF! and 
other so-called violent radicals from 
the environmental movement. It is 
interesting to note that this report was 


released in April 1990 and spread 
quickly through the Wise Use network. 

A think tank linked to the CIA, the 
National Strategy Information Cen- 
ter, operates a Counterterrorism Study 
Group (CSG). The CSG has identified 
all the possible sources of terrorism in 
the world today. Along with Iraq, Syria 
and Lybia, it has concluded that a new 
source of terrorism exists within the 
"ecological movement, " especially the 
elements of the movement which es- 
pouse biocentric views. 

The mission of the CSG is to identify 
the nature of various terrorist threats, 
devise new methodologies to analyze 
them and to implement responses 
through legal, military, political and 
intelligence means. The CSG has an 
international composition with aca- 
demics, corporate officials and former 
government specialists in terrorism. 

Disinformation campaigns and psy- 
chological warfare against environmen- 
talists are only some of the techniques 
that are practiced — not only by the FBI, 


but by a whole alphabet soup of federal 
organizations, along with local police 
forces, private security firms, local gov- 
ernment and Wise Use sympathizers. 
"The environmental movement is be- 
ing subjected to obvious surveillance, 
intimidation, anonymous letters, 
phony leaflets, telephone threats, 
police over-reaction and brutality, du- 
bious arrests and other threatening ac- 
tions unfamiliar to most activists, " says 
Chip Berlet in his article "Hunting the 
Green Menace." 

Berlet continues that the "labeling 
of a group as violent, terrorist or pro- 
communist is often a first step toward 
delegitimizing that group. Such label- 
ing undermines public support and 
sanctions the use of aggressive surveil- 
lance and harassment by government 
agencies or private security firms. There 
is also a self-fulfilling prophecy with 
labeling, as police are likely to respond 
with unjustified force when they have 
been trained to think of peaceful pro- 
testers as violent terrorists." 


Frontiers of Freedom, Boise Cascade 6 
Ron Arnold Attack Environmentalists 


Anti-environmental activists recently stepped up the campaign against 
Rainforest Action Network (RAN) by requesting that the Internal Revenue 
Sendee repeal RAN's nonprofit status. The campaign may be the extension 
of efforts by Boise Cascade, the embattled logging giant responsible for 
dearcutting national forests in the US, to smear RAN for its successful 
campaign protecting forests by reducing consumer demand for products 
made from old-growth wood. Recently Boise Cascade sent threatening 
letters to many funders of RAN. 

, "The timber Industry is attacking not just RAN, but the First Amendment 

itself," said c.hris Hatch, RAN's Executive Director. "Boise Cascade is 
attacking RAN because we have exposed its destruction of the world's last 
remaining old-growth rainforests. As for the anti-environment activists, 
they are trying to scare our funders. Let there be no doubt: The work to 
protect our forests will not only continue, but will escalate." 

"This is a major abuse of the IRS process and an attack on the free speech 
rights of RAN," said Jim Wheaton, a senior attorney with the First Amend- 
ment Project, a nonprofit, public interest law firm that defends individuals, 
civic organizations, journalists and media organizations involved in free 
speech cases. "There's no basis for the claims these anti-environmental 
activists are making." 

Two right-wing organizations, R< >n Arrt< ild's Center for the Defense of Free 
Enterprise and the Frontiers of Freedom Institute, are behind the orchestrated 
campaign against RAN. Arnold's attack website, ranamuck.org, contains 
quotations cited by Boise Cascade in a series of intimidating letters it sent to 
environmental foundations. Already defensive, Arnold claims on his site that 
his attack on RAN "is not a question of stifling their free speech rights." 

In a 199 1 New York Times article, Arnold proclaimed, "We want to destroy 
environmentalists by taking away their money and their members.” 
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As brave souls who commit acts of destruction in 
the name of the Earth are facing harsher repression 
and even more prisons are being built, it is time for 
our movement to take a serious look at the struggle 
against the prison industrial complex and examine 
the common ground we share. 

Two communities have been pitted against each 
other in a fight for survival, one attacked by draconian 
drug laws, mandatory minimums and zero tolerance, 
and another facing the predatory onslaught of 
agribusiness, huge feedlots and urban sprawl. Rural 
communities are desperate for jobs and the prison 
industrial complex has become a quick fix, creating 
dependence on the 
trade in victims of in- 
ner city poverty. 

A new coalition 
has been forged in a 
rural western Penn- 
sylvania county bring- 
ing together local 
farmers with urban 
anti-prison activists. 

On June 21 in 
Wayne County, the 
Urban/Rural Coalition 
Against Prisons, a net- 
work dedicated to 
stopping prison ex- 
pansion nationwide, 
marched from the bro- 
ken ground at a prison 
construction site to the 
town commissioners' 
public meeting with 
the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons (FBOP). The 
coalition disrupted the 
session, shouted down 
the commissioners 
and demanded the construction be permanently stopped. 

The commissioners handed the land over to the 
FBOP for one dollar after threating local farmers with 
federal seizure under eminent domain, while ignor- 
ing a 1997 executive order to protect agricultural 
land. Citizens had to force an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) to be implemented through the 
courts, and so far two stop work orders have been 
issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Environ- 
mental Protection because of runoff silting streams 
flowing into the Lackawaxen River. FBOP poisoned 
rare bats in the area and have refused to do the 
required plant life surveys. "I don't want this prison 
in my backyard or anyone's," said Sandi Gambuti of 


the coalition. "Not only will the prison destroy 
prime farmland and unique historic and natural 
resources within our community, but transferring 
prisoners from Washington, DC to Pennsylvania will 
devastate the families of the 1,500 inmates who will be 
nearly six hours away from their homes." The price tag 
for the construction was just increased from $115 to 
$125 million. The prison in DC is being demolished to 
build a golf course. The FBOP plans to add 50,000 new 
beds for 30 new prisons, the largest single expansion in 
the history of the federal prison system. 

The promise of economic revitalization is quick to 
vanish. A nearby town where a prison was built in 
1995 saw the unemployment rate stay the same. The 
proposed prison in Wayne County will create a mere 

26 local jobs after con- 
struction because em- 
ployees from the closing 
facility are promised the 
jobs. An unsustainable 
boost in construction 
jobs, like those from in- 
dustrial logging, leads 
inevitably to economic 
decline. US Technolo- 
gies sold its electronics 
plant in Austin, Texas, 
leaving its 150 workers 
unemployed. Six weeks 
later, the electronics 
plant reopened in a 
nearby prison. Small 
furniture manufactur- 
ers around the country 
complain that they are 
being driven out of busi- 
ness by UNICOR, which 
pays 23 cents per hour 
and has the inside track 
on government con- 
tracts. A new correc- 
tional facility opens up 
each week in the US, almost exclusively in rural areas 
facing economic crisis. 

The slaughter goes on in prison construction across 
the nation. In April, a lawsuit settled was against FBOP 
for mass-poisoning of black-tailed prairie dogs around 
a prison in Englewood, California. In Hertford County, 
North Carolina, they are attempting to build a prison 
on a former slave plantation to import almost exclu- 
sively African-American inmates. The FBOP issued a 
FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact), hereby 
decreeing an EIS "not necessary." This despite its 
critical wetlands which drain into the designated 
nutrient-sensitive Chowan River, it being in the 
middle of a flood plain, having Native American burial 
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grounds and providing habitat for endangered red- 
cockaded woodpeckers which are dependent on 80- 
year-old living pines and an undisturbed nesting area. 
With all prison construction there is huge road con- 
struction and expansion to accommodate large prisoner 
buses, construction vehicles and delivery trucks. All 
prison construction defoliates the surrounding re- 
gion, clearing and spraying the landscape so escapees 
can't find cover. Prisons depend on huge increases in 
sewage capacity, garbage transfer, and cleaning agents. 
They rely on heavy water use and electrical drain with 
light pollution flooding the area severely impacting 
wildlife. The sweatshops inside often release toxic 
emissions. What are the lasting effects of a community 
when it bases its economy on training people to guard 
and beat people? We need to consider the social and 
psychological pollution as well. We create no go zones 
that become the cornerstone of a new kind of sprawl, 
where only cruel and polluting industries flourish. 
Lawsuits have targeted prison projects through the EIS 
process, but these often only buy time. 

Dehumanizing, sterile walls. Stifling lack of air. 
Sensory monotony. When talking about the environ- 
mental devastation of 
prison construction, we 
also need to examine the 
environment that these 
"correctional institu- 
tions" create. When food 
gets recalled and pulled 
off the shelves of your 
local supermarket, it is 
all too common to have 
it appear inside the prison 
walls, "dumping" waste 
on consumers without a 
choice. Vegans are served 
inferior meals void of nu- 
tritional content, punished 
for their political beliefs. 

Riker's Island, the world's 
largest prison complex, was 
built on top of a giant landfill, which still leaks fumes 
and fluids, endangering inmates and workers. The 
rampant drive to privatize prisons is taking its toll 
inside. Privatization ultimately means fewer services 
for prisoners. Private contracts means less public 
scrutiny. Prison owners rake in billions by cutting 
corners which harm prisoners. Substandard diets, 
extreme overcrowding and abuses by poorly trained 
personnel have all been documented and can be 
expected in these for profit institutions which are 
unabashedly about making money. 

When prison labor conditions are unhealthy or 
dangerous, prisoners have little recourse. No strikes. 
No union organizing. No unemployment insurance or 
workers' compensation. It’s a corporate dream world. 

Probably the most devastating prison environ- 
ment is often that reserved for political prisoners. 
The control unit is the ultimate in cruelty. No 


windows. No human contact. Total solitary con- 
finement except one hour a day and (only on 
weekdays) to walk alone outside. Two cold meals a 
day. No way of contacting guards in case of emer- 
gency. Almost no reading material, except for al- 
lowing a few legal documents and one "personal 
religious book." Poet and long-time South African 
political prisoner Dennis Brutus described solitary 
confinement: "It's amazing how effective the isola- 
tion was in creating literal madness, losing total 
grasp of reality." 

Right now the US has the highest per capita incar- 
ceration rate in the world. In 20 years, the prison 
population has quadrupled, with a 570 percent in- 
crease in prison spending versus a 33 percent spending 
increase for elementary and secondary education. The 
war on drugs began as a war on political dissent. It has 
now morphed into a war for oil in the Andean region 
and a war on the poor, keeping communities facing the 
brunt of environmental racism down by sending them to 
another environmental hell hole. In police-patrolled 
schools and lockdown housing projects with metal detec- 
tors, armed guards, bulletproof glass, concrete and barbed 

wire, many already live in a prison. 
If you build a prison, they will 
find a way to fill them, if not 
the drug war then the 
criminalization of dissent. 
So it is time to stop the 
building. New legislation 
is singling out acts of 
conscience as terrorist 
acts with special task 
forces, harassment, na- 
tional databasing and 
mandatory minimums. 

It's time to take ac- 
tion. A student-led 
campaign against 
Sodexho Marriot, the 
largest prison food 
service provider in 
North America, has forced the company into a cor- 
ner. The manufacturers and lobbyists who drive the 
increasingly privatized prison industrial complex are 
meeting in Philadelphia August 10-15. The Ameri- 
can Correctional Association sets the standards for 
accreditation of prisons, dramatically effecting treat- 
ment such as cutting the minimum cell size in half. 
This will be a giant trade show for electrified shields 
and fences, pepper spray and other "compliance” 
(read: torture) devices. 

Prison is the logical conclusion of the civilized state 
with its drive to domesticate, enclose and destroy all 
that is wild. Like any industry, the prison economy 
needs raw materials. In this case the raw materials are 
human beings. 

For more information, visitwww.FarmsNOTJails.com, 
www.criticalresistance.org, www.prisonactivist.org, 
www.nomoreprisons.org and www.360degrees.org. 
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Sitting in the canopy of this old- 
growth forest on tree platforms that 
we created with our friends, we 
contemplate the beauty of the Earth, 
this place and the imminent threat 
of logging. We also reflect on the 
resilience and strength of the Fall 
Creek Tree Village. We have been 
here for more than three years trying 
to create an alternative to the 
patriarchal death culture. We'd rather 
the Fall Creek Timber Sale was 
canceled so we could take down the 
tree village and leave the red tree 
voles and flying squirrels in peace. 
But the forest service and Zip-O 
Lumber want their profits, they want 
"their" trees. 

The forest defense community has 
gone through tremendous changes. 
We've dealt with forest closures, law 
enforcement, cold weather, diarrhea 
and oppression within our campaign. 
Those of us who currently make up 
the Cascadia Forest Defenders 
collective want to provide some 
insight in dealing with problems that 
affect all campaigns. This inform- 
ation is the collective experience of 
wimmin and men involved in the 
preservation of this campaign. 
Sometimes issues of sexism and 
power-tripping are ignored or 
excused, but left to fester these 
problems will inevitably divide 
people and weaken the group. When 
that happens, our ef- 
forts to save the forest 
and end patriarchy 
suffer. Most individuals 
would rather look the 
other way when it 
comes to dealing with 
problems. We chose to 
be responsible for our 
community and pur- 
sued the difficult step 
of getting people who 
would not stop being 
abusive to leave. 

In January, it became apparent that 
several men were creating an unsafe 
environment for wimmin and were 
keeping others from fully partici- 
pating. Fall Creek traditionally had 
many men involved on a long-term 
basis with only a small number of 
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wimmin visiting for short periods. 
Some men who lived at Fall Creek 
were abusers or supporters of abusers. 
They espoused sexist stereotypes, 
actions and words which had become 
ingrained in their minds (as we all 



Living the high life up in the old-growth 
douglas fir canopy. 

have, society puts them there). They 
refused to consider their sexist 
actions or even to begin working to 
address them. 

We all suffer from sexism, 


Sometimes issues of sexism and power- 
tripping are ignored or e?(cused, 6ut L eft to 
fester these pro6[ems witf inevitaShy divide 
peophe and weatfn the group . When that 
happens, our efforts to save the forest and 
end patriarchy suffer. 


externally and internally. A 
beginning step in deconstructing 
sexism is to recognize the 
institutional role it plays by training 
men to be sexist in a patriarchal 
society. Some men created a "boy's 
club" within Fall Creek; they would 


stick up for each other, defend each 
other's actions and deny that any 
type of abuse had occurred. 

Some people wanted to avoid the 
issue of sexism because they were 
afraid that the campaign would be 
hurt financially or strategically, since 
several of the men in the boy's club 
had vital skills and resources. People 
tend to be valued for the money they 
provide and the skills they possess. 
Traditionally, men hold these skills 
and share them with other men, thus 
perpetuating inequality. To prevent 
this chain of male dominance from 
happening in your campaign, it is 
important to emphasize sharing skills 
with wimmin and divide tasks 
between many individuals. We have 
found that it is not worth putting up 
with abusive people because when 
they are asked to leave, it can open 
up space for anti-oppressive people 
and funding can still be found. 

Another reason why abusive men 
felt justified in their behavior is 
because they felt that an eco-direct 
action campaign is not a place for 
feminist politics. Sound familiar? 
They were either "sick of hearing 
wimmin whine about sexism" or were 
self-righteous and denied that they 
had any sexist, racist, homophobic, 
classist, speciesist, ageist or ableist 
behaviors. It takes a lot of thought, 
open-mindedness and hard work to 
challenge our inher- 
ited beliefs, the "isms" 
that dominate our lives. 

After putting up 
with sexist behavior 
for years, some felt 
totally disempowered 
to do anything. We 
did not like the way 
things had been going 
and had no hope that 
it would change. We 
became pessimistic 
and depressed with 
the situation. Forest defenders from 
Eugene and Fall Creek started to have 
meetings about what to do. It was 
agreed upon that two men, because 
of the level of their abuse, were no 
longer welcome in the campaign and 
two others were given a chance to 



CAUTION] 

MEN AT WORK 



L Women work all the time — 

men have to put up signs when they work.J 


evaluate themselves and learn the 
importance of an anti-oppressive 
attitude before returning to the forest. 
All men were asked to participate in a 
"gender bender," where traditional 
gender roles in the campaign would be 
switched for a period of time. 

There were those who felt that people 
in town had no right to make decisions 
regarding people in the forest. We feel 
justified in the decisions that were made, 
as town and forest are part of the same 
campaign and support each other. Many 
people in the forest supported the 
changes too. We all have a responsibility 
to confront oppression wherever it may 
occur and to work for an atmosphere 
where every gender is included. 

No physical force was used to remove 
people from the forest. Each man was 
approached in a way we hoped would 
minimize defensiveness and help 
communication. One style was to have 
a representative of the larger group who 
was also a friend of the man to approach 
him one on one. We also tried a group 
approach with wimmin and men taking 
part. In either case, talking with people 
was not easy. A few people had a hard 
time with the idea of asldng anyone to 
leave permanently. This led us to 
sugarcoat our words, compromising our 
group's decision. It was very frustrating 
to not be firm. We were met with 


much hostility and verbal abuse by 
the men who were asked to leave. 
This strengthened our confidence that 
our decisions would benefit the 
campaign and that we had not 
misjudged their characters. 

One man who needed to leave was in 
a treesit and refused to be replaced. 
After determining that he had enough 
food and water to survive, we cut off his 
ground support. He came down in a 
few days and the "gender bender" 
month began. 

This entailed having an all-wimmin 
occupation in the forest, teaching and 
learning practical skills about forest 
defense and wilderness survival. Many 
new wimmin came to Fall Creek with 
fresh energy, skills and resources. They 
also came with stories of intimidation 
and offense that had kept them from 
getting involved when it was 
predominantly male. During this 
wimmin-only forest time, supportive 
men were in town organizing funds, 
rides, food and the office. This let 
wimmin from town have the op- 
portunity to go to the forest. 
Everyone's knowledge of forest 
defense was expanded. 

Fighting sexism should have equal 
importance as the fight for the forest. 
The oppression of wimmin parallels the 
oppression of Mother Earth and "non- 


humyn" animals. There is no fighting 
for one without fighting for them all. 
We made a good choice by empowering 
ourselves to fight sexism and truly create 
what we want at Fall Creek — a safe space 
for challenging oppression where we 
have the opportunity to learn together 
and from the forest. 

The men whose abuse and denial of 
abuse inspired this action did not support 
the "gender bender" and chose to leave 
the campaign. Any loss of resources or 
skills that might have been felt from 
their absence was then met by people 
who are as dedicated to a community 
free of abuse and hierarchy as they are to 
forest defense. 

As the Journal goes to print, some of 
these individuals have resurfaced and 
are attempting to rejoin the campaign 
without dealing with the issues 
presented to them. We are upset by this 
behavior, but we have no regrets about 
the actions we've taken and the lessons 
we've learned. These deep-rooted 
problems will not go away easily. 

Making the situation much more 
intense, the Forest Service just an- 
nounced that our tree village in the 
Clark Timber Sale is their number one 
priority for logging this summer. So 
now more than ever, we need dedicated 
people who are willing to come out and 
defend Mama Earth. 



For more information, contact Cascadia 
Forest Defenders at FOB 11122, Eugene, 
Oregon 97401; (541) 684-8977; 
greencanopy@popmail.com. 


— A Collaborative Effort by 
Wimmin and Men 
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FkcTPSTIN6>! Th& WTO MINISTRY IN d?ATAR 

by James Bell nications (that WTO members helped son as to why the WTO would choose 

to build no less), distance means noth- to meet in the rich oil lands of Qatar is 
The WTO has announced it will ing to mass electronic crowds. The sec- because it is a symbol of the old indus- 
hold its first post-Seattle ministerial ond is the "end of privacy." The WTO's trial economy, unlike Seattle — apana- 
on November 9-13. No one should be own membership describes what they cea to deal with this increasing level 
surprised that the WTO chose a loca- are now calling the "naked economy," of abstraction in the world. Likewise, 
tion "secure" from dissenters. If you meaning a company is open to immediate the defeat of the WTO in Seattle is 
want to physically disrupt the WTO, global assault from just one disgruntled also symbolic of the rejection of the 
you will have to travel to the Persian employee, protester or consumer. The old industrial rulership unable to 
Gulf oil kingdom of Qatar. third is the "end of secrecy. " I'm sorry to control or even understand the rising 

The Seattle Times featured a letter inform the WTO that going into hiding new information economy (recent 
announcing the WTO meeting date in Qatar to have a meeting is like Ma- high-tech stock crashes highlight this 
on January 26 with the headline donna trying to have a private confusion of the market). 

"Starbucks in Qatar?" It ends with __ We must understand these new 

what seems like a "we got you" sort of , r A. P ostmoc lern global dynamics 

attitude: "The flight time is 16 hours, ^ and incorporate their ramifica- 

via Amsterdam. Round-trip tick- (' *£" ' fvS. /' /'.m tions into our strategies. For in- 

ets were quoted at $2,221. For /* / M stance, we know that delegates 

those who wrecked downtown ~ //?///£ to the WTO will be meeting and 

Seattle, enjoy!" 7 / Am staying on cruise ships. We might 

It goes on to describe how /• 7//^F not t> e able to physically go to 

Qatar plans to deal with orga- AmS/’ ^ Qatar, but we can begin making 

nized protesters: "Qatar's ruler, /f'V/jftlii' y \ cruise ships symbolic with pollu- 

Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, f' tion an< ^ environmental destruc- 

has been in power since 1995, when tion. If we can stage image events 

he overthrew his father." A most » and disseminate information into 

informative website, www.qatar- mainstream consciousness that turns 

info.com, advises, "Politics is basi- the cruise ship into a symbol of in- 

cally a subject to avoid in Qatar." It ^ dustrial greed and environmental de- 
adds, "A dim view is taken of any form v • struction, then we deal a large blow to 

of dissent." As for the standards of weddinginScotland.Mediawillbethere the heads of industry choosing to 
behavior, the website advises men to and cover the dissent because that is the meet and stay on such ships, 
avoid "prancing around in tiny, tight story. The mere scent of panic will have We have the ability to define the 
sport vests and women to keep their the media intent on reporting the "WTO parameters of a new era while the 
knees covered at all times." No advice evades protesters" story, even without present one is tiring of holding itself 
is given to the women who protested protests in Qatar. together with an outmoded belief sys- 

bare-breasted in Seattle. One interesting feature on the terns and worldviews. Weareconstruct- 

Visitors must have a visa to enter Internet is that it doesn't matter where ing the cultural and philosophical 
Qatar. In order to get a visa you must be your opponent is located, as the game frameworks of this new era through 
personally invited by a Qatari resident takes place on the screen. In the case of our social and environmental actions, 
or have a room in a Qatari hotel. There the WTO vs. the forces of anti-global- The movements for social change 
are, however, not enough hotel rooms ization, the screen is the whole are drawn into the same abstraction 
for the WTO delegates. Qatar has of- mediasphere, a virtual world composed that causes the WTO to recoil. Some of 
fered to house delegates on cruise ships, of the web, cable TV, satellite, broad- us search for meaning in a thousand 
Should the anti-globalization com- cast radio, newspapers, word of mouth, histories and ideologies resurrecting 
munity organize convoys of protest- etc. Seattle introduced the players to numerous signs and talismans to con- 
ers to go to Qatar? Yes and no. A the world, sort of like challenging one front the power of the new "old "world 
different strategy is called for here, another to a fight in a global coliseum, order embodied in the WTO. 

The WTO in picking Qatar as a loca- It set the stage for the game. If the WTO What has shown to be effective is the 

tion is preparing to fight a battle it had thought ahead and met in Qatar many courageous individuals who have 
lost in Seattle. This is a classic failure instead of Seattle back on November embraced the challenge of organizing 
of modern bureaucratic strategy, 30, 1999, then the world wouldn't know globally beyond the barriers of ideology, 
which is always best prepared to fight the players. The actual location of the language and distance — formingnewdy- 
the last battle and not the one at hand. WTO meeting is now a moot point namic structures and organizations. It is 
The WTO fails to understand a num- because both sides are already engaged here that we catch a glimpse of this new 
ber of key factors in the postmodern in the mediasphere, like the two play- era, and it is from here that we will hack 
protest world. The first is the "end of ers on a virtual game board. out of the current neoliberal feedback 

distance." In the age of global commu- The underlying psychological rea- loop and into a socially just future. 
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A New Monopoly 

Large-scale, Global Anti- 
capitalism Protests Putting 
Smaller, Local, Anti-capitalism 
Protests Out or Business 



Calls have been made for multi- 
national pro-anarchy pressure 
groups to be investigated for mo- 
nopolistic practices after the Lon- 
don Radical Left Movement for 
Socialist Revolution disbanded due 
to lack of interest. 

The group's spokesperson, leader, 
treasurer, secretary and only mem- 
ber, Nigel Wilkinson, believes that 
global anarchy movements such as 
the ones responsible for the WTO 
riots in Seattle and the disturbances 
in London on May Day are to blame 
for forcing out smaller, independent 
operations like his. 

"These large American anti-capi- 
talist movements have effectively 
taken over the militant scene in this 
country," he said from his small flat 
in Highgate. "There used to be lots 
of small, independent groups all 
with their own unique character. 
Now it's the same old anarchy all 
around the world." 

Wilkinson has seen his group's 
membership dwindle by almost 70 
percent in the last year from a peak 
of three members to just one — him- 
self. "We used to stand outside 
shopping centers and try to sell 
Socialist Worker to students. Now 
its all balaclavas, spray paint and 


massive crowds of people. I dunno. 
The character of these protests has 
totally changed." 

However, Kyle Redmond, spokes- 
person for WorldProtest, which has 
thousands of members in 20 countries 
and coordinates protests around the 
world, defended his organization's 
approach: "We give anarchists what 
they want. It is a supply and demand 
situation. We offer a basic menu of 
building defacement, vandalism of a 
McDonald's outlet and general loot- 
ing, ending with a confrontation with 
the local police. All our research shows 
that this is what the average anarchist 
on the street wants." 



Seattle Cop Reinstated 

A King County sheriff's deputy who 
was fired for using excessive force dur- 
ing the 1999 World Trade Organiza- 
tion (WTO) meeting in Seattle will get 
his job back after an arbitrated ruling. 

Sheriff Dave Reichert fired John 
Vanderwaiker in April 2000, after a 
long internal investigation into ac- 
cusations that he pepper-sprayed two 
students in a car and kicked a medic 
as she knelt on the ground in unre- 
lated incidents on December 1, 1999, 
during WTO protests. 

The recent ruling "stunned” 
Reichert and other officials, said 
Sargent John Urquhart. "The arbitra- 
tor basically ruled that it was OK to 
pepper-spray those girls in the car 
and to kick that medical worker while 
she was on the ground," Urquhart 
said. "We disagree, and we believe it 
was a legitimate termination." 

Vanderwaiker, 48, was a 19-year vet- 
eran on the force before his firing. When 
asked about his reinstatement, he told 
the Associated Press , "This is great." 

Ruling on an appeal to last year's 
firing of Vanderwaiker, arbitrator 
Michael DeGrasse ordered the 
sheriff's office to reinstate the former 
deputy to his patrol position in the 
Maple Valley precinct. The ruling 
also compels the county to compen- 
sate Vanderwaiker for back wages 
and lost off-duty and overtime pay. 

Fighting Hog Farms 

The Sicangu Lakota (Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe) are struggling to stop the con- 
struction of the world's third largest 
hog farm on their reservation. The first 
phase of 24 bams is already in place and 
in spite of tribal opposition and legal 
intervention, Bells Farms (Sun Prairie) 
continues construction. When com- 
pleted, there will be 1 3 sites of 24 bams 
each. The Rosebud Sioux Tribe is val- 
iantly battling the matter in the judicial 
system, with its sovereignty in serious 
jeopardy. The tribe has established a 
vigilance camp, in the vicinity of the 
hog farms. The US District Court of 
South Dakota held proceedings resulting 
in a restraining order against the tribe. 

For hog farm operation of this magni- 
tude, an Environmental Impact Study 
was strangely circumvented. The only 
hearing was held in a remote reservation 
community without sufficient notice. 
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by Allison and Shmuel Ofanansky 

In the hills of the upper Galilee, wild boars root around 
in the wild garlic, griffin vultures with two-meter wing- 
spans nest in cliff-caves among the fossils of "Galilee Man," 
one of those pre-sapien homos and gazelles race across 
rocky terraces of fig and olive trees. 

Five years ago we, a couple of Wild Rockies EF!ers who 
perhaps some of you haven't completely blocked out of 
your memories, relocated to northern Israel. We've set up 
a yurt in a squatter settlement at the head of Wadi Amud, 
a nature preserve watershed which flows down towards the 
Sea of Galilee. It's the lushest and most undeveloped area 
in this dry and crowded country. 

In the spring, flocks of storks, pelicans, hawks and a half 
dozen species of eagles pass over on their way from Africa to 
Europe. Wildflowers cover the hillsides in waves of color — 
first a burst of red, paling to pink and purple, then fading to 
yellow and white before the brown of the long, dry summer 
takes over. In the fall, the birds come by again on their way 
back to Africa, and the hills are full of ripening fruit: 
pomegranates, grapes, figs, olives, lemons, almonds and 
carob. The first rains fall and, unlike most places we lived, 
the land starts to get green at the beginning of the winter. 

Most people are not familiar with this side of Israel: what 
the land looks like and what plants and animals live here. The 
images the media puts out to the rest of the world mostly 
concerns the political conflict. The fact is that through all the 
centuries of empires, crusades and wars, no matter who has 
been victorious, the non-human inhabitants and the land 
itself have always suffered. The ancient Romans cut down 
trees to build their siege machines. The modern Israeli army 
cuts down trees which snipers hide behind. Bears, wolves and 
leopards have been squeezed out by the ever-escalating baby- 
race fueled by all sides' fears of being outnumbered. 


We came to Israel thinking that, as Jews, we have an 
especially deep connection and heavy responsibility to this 
particular piece of the planet. We found ourselves unwill- 
ingly enmeshed in an escalating ethnic conflict. Our envi- 
ronmental activism took a different form than what we’d 
been involved with in the Wild Rockies. Surrounded by war, 
we distanced ourselves from the ecowarrior image. Let us 
make one thing clear before we get bombarded with indig- 
nant SFBs. This is not a condemnation of monkeywrenching 
or of any specific tactic, which every activist must weigh in 
every situation and choose the most appropriate. Our situ- 
ation has forced us to re-examine not only tactics but also 
the attitudes we cop, the language we use to describe 
ourselves and the role models we choose. 

The basis of radical environmentalism is to subvert the 
dominant paradigm. In Israel, as in much of the world, part 
of the dominant paradigm is the assumption that the only 
way to accomplish anything is by force. This can be seen 
not only in terrorist attacks and bombing raids, but in 
neighborhoods being built and fields being planted as 
though they are military operations. It can be felt in daily 
interactions between people, the readiness to fight as a way 
to solve any difference of opinion, the unwillingness to 
cede even the smallest point. It reaches the absurdity of a 
peace poster urging everyone to join in "fighting the war 
against violence." In a part of the world where the first 
response to disagreement is to burn or blow something up, 
searching for different ways to convince people to change 
is, in itself, a radical step in the right direction. Wars wreck 
everything in their paths. 

Confrontation can create short-sightedness and cloud 
dur ability to think beyond the battle to envision what 
kind of community will be created after the battle is over. 
There have been countless revolutions throughout history, 

continued on page 40 
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Choosing Our Strategics, Our Tactics, Our Field of Battle 


Following the 

Heart of the 
Ecowarrior 


Army Demonstrates 
Low-tech Weapons 

Two homemade weapons ca- 
pable of frying electronics and 
crashing computers have been 
demonstrated at the US Army’s 
Aberdeen ProvingGroundinMary- 
land. The tests were requested by 
the US government, to determine 
whether cheap but effective radio 
wave weapons could be made with 
little technical know-how. 

The US Department of Defense 
fears that terrorist groups could use 
radio frequency weapons todisable 
commercial or military computers 
or even to bring down airplanes. 

The weapons were cobbled to- 
gether using electronics available 
from department stores, catalogues 
and on the Internet. Based on ba- 
sic radio transmitters, the weap- 
ons can induce circuit-burning 
currents in electronic devices, es- 
sentially frying them. At lower 


Recent articles in ( 
the mainstream | 
press have focused o 
attention on prop- ^ 
erty destruction at 
facilities related to 
genetic modifica- k 
tion, urban sprawl ^ 
and animal experi- ^ 
mentation. CBS £ 
has publicly iden- c 
tified the Earth Lib- y 
eration Front (ELF) - 
as a "group" that o 
has claimed re-- 
sponsibility for 
these acts and 1 
stated that the FBI 

is attempting to infiltrate the ELF "and cerate them, at least until the fun and 
other ecoterrorist groups." games are over. While the intent is to 

The mainstream press, security indus- remove the "leaders" from "planning" 
try and polite society in general fail to the protest activities, the security es- 
recognize that the ELF, Animal Libera- tablishment has yet to understand that 
tion Front and the original Earth First! there are no leaders; planning is by 
are not "groups" in the sense of a recog- consensus and grassroots organization . 
nized gathering of members with offic- The people they have captured are 
ers, leaders or even facilitators. There are merely the most visible participants, 
no meetings in boardrooms or high rise who ironically serve as the most effec- 
office buildings plotting "the overthrow tive martyrs and "poster children" for 
of the government by force and the opposition cause, 
violence." No four color newsletters, In the face of centralized oppression, 

membership cards or free gummed, self- a decentralized, non-hierarchical op- 
return labels with pictures of cute ani- position is the most effective response, 
mals in living color. continued on page 41 


ics and wipe out stored data. 

The device, which could fit in- 
side a car, crashed computers, de- 
stroyed data and disrupted the 
functioning of medical systems 
from 10 meters away. 

Tropical Storm Kills 
Lab Animals 

Flooding in labs beneath the 
Texas Medical Center killed more 
than 30,000 animals and de- 
stroyed federally funded research 
worth millions of dollars. The col- 
lege has about 500 labs, an annual 
research budget of $310 million 
and thousands of scientists. 

Although larger research ani- 
mals, such as dogs and pigs, were 
saved, some 30,000 animals were 
trapped and died. One animal 
rights group lamented this loss of 
life at the facilities, saying it indi- 
cates researchers believe the ani- 
mals are expendable. "There's 
really no excuse for this,” said Pe- 
ter Wood, a researcher at People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Ani- 
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Editors' note: the following critique applies equally well to the 
ecology movement in North America as it does to anti-capitalism 
in Britain. 

The activist is a specialist or an expert in social change. To 
think of yourself as being an activist means to think of 
yourself as being somehow privileged or more advanced than 
others in your appreciation of the need for social change, in 
the knowledge of how to achieve it and as leading or being in 
the forefront of the practical struggle to create this change. 



Activism, like all expert roles, has its basis in the division of 
labor — it is a specialized separate task. The division of labor is 
one of the foundations of our civilization, the fundamental 
division being that between mental and manual labor. For 
example, the division of labor operates in medicine or 
education where knowledge becomes the specialized pro- 
perty of doctors and 
teachers — experts that 
we rely on to do these 
things for us. Experts 
jealously guard and 
mystify the skills they 

have. This keeps people separated and disempowered. 

A division of labor implies that one person takes on a role 
on behalf of many others who relinquish this responsibility. 
A separation of tasks means that other people will grow your 
food, make your clothes and supply your electricity while you 
get on with achieving social change. The activist, being an 
expert in social change, assumes that other people aren't 


doing anything to change their lives and so feels a responsi- 
bility to do it on their behalf. Defining ourselves as activists 
means defining our actions as the ones which will bring about 
social change, thus disregarding the activity of thousands of 
other non-activists. 

Form and Content 

The tension between the form of "activism" in which our 
political activity appears and its increasingly radical content 
has only been growing. The political progress that has been 
made in the activist scene has resulted in a situation where 
many people have moved beyond single issue campaigns 
against specific companies or developments to a rather ill- 
defined, yet nonetheless promising, anti-capitalist perspective. 
Although the content of the campaigning activity has altered, 
the form of activism has not. Instead of taking on Monsanto 
and occupying its headquarters, we have now seen beyond 
the single facet of capital represented by Monsanto and so 
develop a "campaign" against capitalism. 

Our methods of operating are still the same as if we were 
taking on a specific corporation or development, despite the 
fact that capitalism is not at all the same sort of thing. 
Activism can successfully accomplish bringing down a 
business, yet to bring down capitalism a lot more will be 
required than to simply extend this sort of activity to every 
business in every sector. With the targeting of butcher shops 
by animal rights activists, the net result is probably only to aid 
the supermarkets by closing down all the small butcher 
shops, thereby assisting the process of competition and the 
"natural selection" of the marketplace. Thus activists often 
succeed in destroying one small business while strength- 
ening capital overall. 

A similar thing applies with anti-roads activism. Wide- 
spread anti-roads protests have created opportunities for a 
whole new sector of capitalism — security, surveillance, 
tunnellers, climbers, experts and consultants. We are now 
one "market risk" among others to be taken into account 
when bidding for a road contract. We may have actually 
assisted the rule of market forces, by forcing out the companies 
that are weakest and least able to cope. Protest-bashing 
consultant Amanda Webster says, "The advent of the protest 
movement will actually provide market advantages to those 
contractors who can handle it effectively." Again activism 


Widespread anti-roads protests have created oj 
capitalism— security, surveillance, tunnellers, climbers, ex 



can bring down a business or stop a road but capitalism carries 
merrily on, if anything stronger than before. 

These things are surely an indication that tackling 
capitalism will require not only a quantitative change but 
a qualitative one — we need to discover a more effective 
form of operating. It seems we lack the knowledge of what 
it might actually require to bring down capitalism. 
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Roles 

The role of the "activist" is a role we adopt just like that of policeman, parent 
or priest — a strange psychological form we use to define ourselves and our 
relation to others. The "activist" is a specialist in social change — yet the harder 
we cling to this role and notion of what we are, the more we actually impede 
the change we desire. A real revolution will involve breaking out of all 
preconceived roles and the reclaiming of our lives. Seizing control of our own 
destinies which is the act of revolution will involve the creation of new selves 
and new forms of interaction and community. "Experts" in anything can only 
hinder this. 



The role of the activist is just one of these roles, and therein, despite all the 
revolutionary rhetoric that goes with the role, lies its ultimate conservatism. 
The supposedly revolutionary activity of the activist is a dull and sterile 
routine — a constant repetition of a few actions with no potential for change. 
Activists would probably resist change if it came because it would disrupt the 
easy certainties of their role and the nice little niche they've carved out for 
themselves. Like union bosses, activists are eternal representatives and mediators. 
In the same way that union leaders would be against their workers actually 
succeeding in their struggle because this would put them out of a job, the role 
of the activist is threatened by change. Indeed revolution, or even any real 
moves in that direction, would profoundly upset activists by depriving them 
of their role. 

It is easy to fall into playing the activist role because it fits into this society 
and doesn't challenge it — activism is an accepted form of dissent. Even if as 
activists we are doing things which are not accepted and are illegal, the form 
of activism itself is like a job. It has a certain attraction precisely because it is 
not revolutionary. 

We Don't Need Any More Martyrs 

The key to understanding the role of the activist is self-sacrifice — the 
sacrifice of the self to "the cause" which is seen as being separate from the self. 
Revolutionary martyrdom goes together with the identification of some 
cause separate from one's own life — an action against capitalism which 
identifies capitalism as "out there" in the City is fundamentally mistaken. 
The real power of capital is right here in our everyday lives. We re-create its 
power every day because capital is not a thing but a social relation between 
people (and hence classes) mediated by things. 

The role of the activist creates a separation between ends and means: Self- 
sacrifice means creating a division between revolution as love and joy in the 
future but duty and routine now. The worldview of activism is dominated by 
guilt and duty because the activist is not fighting for one's self but for a 
separate cause. 

continued on page 42 


Hawaiian Marine Envi- 
ronment Assaulted 

rhe US Department of Energy' 
plans in pump -i" to 60 metric tom 
of liquefied carbon dioxide into the 
pristine ocean waters of Hawaii, 
this is an international joint 
experiment between tire US, japan, 
Canada and Australia. 

Meanwhile, the US Navy is 
proposing the Hawaiian Islands 
Shallow Water Training Range 
project to saturate a 60-square-mile 
area of pristine deepsea bottomfish 
habitat with hydrophones, inter- 
connected by fiberoptic cables that 
will be run ashore and be routed to 
deliver real-time information to 
the Pacific Missile Range on the 
island of Kauai. The project is being 
pushed as a necessity for submarine 
training where the Navy will be 
able to use the hydrophones to 
track their inert torpedos during! 

target practice. Deepsea bottomfish 

in this area are depleted to the 
point of being extirpated. 

Paper Production 
Thrives in Computer Age 

Instead of shrinking with the 
advent of computers, paper sales 
have ballooned. The biggest 
beneficiary country was Canada, 
the world's largest exporter of office 
printing paper, which more than 
quadrupled its exports in the Iasi 
15 years— the height of the 
computer revolution. 

Paper companies around Canada 
are riding what may be the biggest 
printing boom in history, rhe 
computer age has produced a g< >lden 
age of /taper, putting aside 1980's 
predictions that new paper mills 
w< mid one day be as unnecessary as 
new power plants. 

I hiring the 1990s, the number of 
laser printers in the US increased 
12-fold and the number of fax 
machines increased 22-fold, 
according to Dataquest, a San Jose, 
California research company. And 
new paper-hungry appliances are 
coming. To feed all of those devices, 
analysts forecast that office-paper 
consumption will increase by at 
least another 50 percent in the next 
10 years. 
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structure, is a belief in anarchism 
part of the way forward? Is the black 
flag the future? The answer given to 
these questions will steer activists 
towards certain political priorities, 
such as attempting to use or boycott 
the state. A public discussion on 
this question is needed within the 
radical environmental, green and 
alternative movements. 

Many activists, both in the radical 
environmental and in the social 
justice and anti-globalization 
movements, now seem to declare 
themselves to be anarchists. Social 
ecology also raises the anarchist 
banner, even though in the mid- 
eighties its founder Murray Bookchin 
(and also George Bradford of the 
anarchist newspaper Fifth Estate ), 
bitterly attacked deep ecology, which 
most Earth Firstlers support. 
Bookchin, despite his important 
theoretical contributions, has 
become a symbol of intolerance. 
More recent published writings of 
Bradford seem to indicate some 
rapprochement with deep ecology. 

Anarchism today has a new social 
base. Historically, it appealed to peas- 
ants and workers, but today 
anarchism's main appeal seems to be 
to educated, ecologically and socially 
aware (and alienated) young people 
in industrialized countries. Today's 
anarchists are in the new social move- 
ments, not the labor movement. 


continued on page 44 




by David Orton 

This essay is an examination of the 
inter-relation of anarchism and 
ecocentrism. It was precipitated in part 
by reading "Ecocentric Anarchy" by 
Daktari in the 20th anniversary edition 
of the Earth First! Journal. The article by 
Daktari concluded by stating, "For all 
the internal stress it can bring, eco- 
anarchy is EFl's greatest 
strength and the best hope 
for a future ecotopian 
society." I felt this 
article, marking 20 
years of EF!, was 
laying out an 
apparently un- 
contested philo- 
sophical future, 
previously repre- 
sented in more 
fragmentary 
form in past ar- 
ticles. But rather 
than taking this for * 
granted, the funda- 
mental question to address 
is whether or not anti-industrial ac- 
tivists who try to follow deep ecology 
can or should also be raising the anar- 
chist banner? 

To call for activists and for the pub- 
lic, to rally to the black flag of anarchy, 
and not to the deep green or some 
other flag, is a major ecological, 
political, economic and social state- 
ment. It is not something to be 
undertaken lightly. After all, we are 
saying that this is the way forward for 
all of us, against Earth destruction and 
for a socially just society. 

Activists sympathetic to anarchism 
associate this perspective with ideas 
like the personal freedom to live your 
own life; direct action; support for 
the good but not the comfortable life; 
hostility to the state and to taking 
part in the electoral process; hostility 
to large centralized organizations; 
mutual aid and free cooperation 
through voluntary communal 
organizations; social reforms before 
political reforms; decentralization and 
some form of bioregional confed- 
eration controlled by and accountable 
to a citizen base; hostility to 


"property" and support for distri- 
bution of wealth according to need; a 
belief that humans are social and tend 
naturally towards "goodness" and 
that governments negate this; 
support for the organizational 
principle that "nothing should be 
done at a higher level than can be 
done at a lower level." 

However attractive, these are all so- 
cial, not ecological, ideas and 
belief in them illustrates 
criticism of the social 
dysfunctionality of 
industrial capitalist 
society and con- 
temporary civili- 
zation. How 
humans interact 
with the Earth 
is both a social 
and an ecologi- 
cal question. 
Those with an 
eco-logical under- 
standing see that this 
same dysfunctional so- 
ciety has led most humans 
from being part of Nature, as in animis- 
tic societies, to the belief of many that 
our species is no longer part of it. 

Deep ecology provides us with a 
non-human-centered philosophical 
relationship to the natural world. This 
is an interdependence of humans with 
other life forms, on a basis of equality, 
with all of Nature — humans are not 
set apart from Nature. According to 
deep ecology, the further people are 
removed from Nature, the more that 
humans value themselves, the more 
Nature is devalued and treated as 
nothing but a commodity. Deep 
ecology says that through a 
fundamental revolution in con- 
sciousness, we can change existing 
human relationships of attempted 
dominance over the natural 
environment. This is deep ecology's 
profound and unique contribution to 
our time, but the most appropriate 
social, political, cultural and 
economic relationships for such a 
world are yet to be determined. 

While the reality of a deteriorating 
ecology will ultimately force all of us 
to accept an Earth-centered value 
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From Riots To Sabotage 


In the wake of Seattle, Prague and Quebec City, resistance is taking a refreshing 
and much needed direction. The anti-globalization movement has helped to 
encourage people to make connections between issues and to look deeper at the 
causes of ecocide, genocide and social inequity. It is becoming clear that fundamental 
changes are necessary and that those changes will not come through reformist 
means. More than ever, direct action is a vital part of the struggle. 

As more people have come to recognize this, they have banded together to turn 
their beliefs into action. Monotonous symbolic protests with banners and chanting 
have given way to active resistance — smashing the symbols of corporate power, 
fighting street battles with the armies of the elite and disappearing into the 
mayhem of mass demonstrations. Fmstrated with the failure of traditional 
protests, the black bloc expresses an anger and urgency suitable for our current 
state of global annihilation. It is an uprising that cannot be ignored. 

The mass demonstrations that create good rioting conditions only happen once 
a year and far from your home — don't let that limit you. The exhilaration of 
breaking corporate windows can be had in your hometown. That passion can also 
be felt by sabotaging equipment, pulling genetically engineered crops, liberating 
animals or torching corporate headquarters. These actions take much planning 
but can be extremely effective with a small number of people. Use mass protests 
to find like-minded folks and practice working together. When the convergence 
is over, form an underground cell in your area, research potential targets, learn 
about appropriate tactics 
and strike. 

You don't have to wait 
for a big event to 
experience the joys of 
monkeywrenching the 
societal machine. Covert 
direct action can strike 
anywhere at anytime. 

Utilizing the element of 
surprise, a handful of 
people can cause hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
dollars in damage to Earth- 
destroying institutions. 

Overt and covert direct 
action compliment each other. Outspoken support of sabotage is essential. It 
provides a voice to those who work in the shadows and encourages others to act. 
Think strategically about what role you can best fill. If you are able to engage in 
covert direct action, do it. If you truly cannot participate in it yourself, be a strong 
advocate and supporter of the underground. 

It seems to be a common progression that when people start getting excited 
about radical direct action, they are very vocal and visible about it. Although this 
may be an integral part of the process, it is probably safer to skip this phase and just 
act on your desires. Rather than becoming known as a purveyor of militant ideas, 
sitting around talking about monkeywrenching, writing 'zines about industrial 
collapse or making patches that say "Burn the Rich," go out and just do it. 

It isn't as hard as you may think. Gather a few trustworthy friends. Read 
Ecodefense, The Nighttime Gardener: A Guide for the Shy Gardener in North Amerika, 
and The Final Nail. Start small. Remember that the police will look closely at the 
first in a series of actions because activists get better at covering their tracks with 
time — good security is crucial from the beginning. Study the security chapter in 
Ecodefense. Take time to select a good target and plan the action thoroughly. 
Numerous people have been arrested recently because of insufficient preparation 
or poor security. At the same time, don't be paralyzed by paranoia either — a little 
thought goes a long way in keeping out of jail. 

We need a culture of resistance, but the resistance is not just a subculture. You 
can fight the industrial machine. Now is the time to act. 



Young, gifted and masked up: Wild Rockies EF! in action. 


Big Names Backing Big- 
game Trophy Hunter 

\ wealthy American safari 
hunter has triggered the latest 
skirmish over sport hunting in 
Africa not because of his 
shooting, but over the identity of 
Ins political gun-bearers. Steven 
E. Chancellor, a major Bush 
adnnnistiation supporter, has 
lobbied the government of 
Botswana to lift a recent ban on 
lion hunting, adding muscle to 
his efforts with high-powered 
letters of recommendation from 
fonner President George Bush, 
former Vice President Dan Quayle 
and Persian Gulf war hero General 
Norman Schwarzkopf. All four 
men are prominent members of 
Safari Club International, a US- 
based advocacy group that 
promotes big-game hunting 
\ /orldwidt: . 

Conservationists say that Afri- 
ca's lions have been in trouble for 
decades due to habitat loss, over- 
hunting a.- 1 

Botswana harbors one of the 
largest populations left in the 
wild, and experts worry thatyears 
of sport hunting may be wreaking 
havoc on the species' remaining 
gene pool. 

I ierekjoubert, a veteran wildlife 
filmmaker and leading proponent 
of tin’ ban, said that while 
Botswana's hunting quotas were 
small— -between 30 and .so cats 
were being shot each year— safari 
hunters penchant for killing only 
trophy males was disrupting the 
lions' breeding patterns. Joubert 
also claimed that sport hunting 
masked a much higher mortality 
rate for lions, because once a top 
male is shot, others move in and 
kill its offspring. The hunters say, 
"We only shoot 50 lions a year.” 
but i lu- actual toll is far higher, 

closer to 1 0 times that much, said 

Joubert, who like other conserva- 
tionists cites a decade-long drop 
in Africa's lion population from 

50,000 to 15,000. 
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Global Anti-GE Direct Action 

“ROUNDUP’ 


Belgium 

Not one, not two... but three in a 
row! The number of uprooted PGS- 
Aventis oilseed rape experimental 
fields in Belgium during the last 
week of May eventually amounted 
to three. "This action is to be seen 
as a trial to strike a blow to the 
current genetically modified organ- 
isms (GMO) invasion creeping from 
our fields to the daily food," said 
unknown gardeners after the first 
test was decontaminated. 

Britain 

The first votes on the election day 
of the prime minister were cast not 
in a ballot box, but in a field of 
genetically modified (GM) oilseed 
rape. In the early hours campaigners 
cut an "X"-shaped swathe through 
the controversial GM crop growing 
at Munlochy on the Black Isle, 
Inverness. All around the country 
GM crops continue to be mysteri- 
ously trashed. Six out of 13 oilseed 
rape trials have been destroyed by 
nighttime pixies and mother nature 
destroyed another two. The remain- 
ing five sites may not provide enough 
data for the pharmaceutical giant 
Aventis to introduce the crop as a 
commercial variety. 

GM maize was proven to be un- 
able to withstand spraying by cham- 
pagne when seven jubilant GM crop 
pullers celebrated their court vic- 
tory on June 12. This was the first 
victory for GM crop pullers in a 
magistrate court. The seven defen- 
dants held a press conference at a 
GM farmscale trial site to signal that 
there is more GM crop decontami- 
nation work to be done and the 
resistance continues. Their support- 
ers confirmed this message by im- 
mediately rolling up their sleeves 
and literally pulling up the GM 
maize plants. The police interviews 
indicate that all seven of the defen- 
dants had claimed responsibility for 
destroying GM maize, and most said 
they were acting to prevent GM pol- 
lution in the public interest. 



France 

Demonstrators staged protests in 
several parts of France on April 17 as 
part of a worldwide day of action to 
demand a halt to the cultivation of 
GM crops. Protesters gathered outside 
the premises of the country's gene 
research program, Genoplante, in Evry, 
northern France, while activists 
stormed an experimental farm in 
Aveyron in the southeast. 

Local authorities in the southeast- 
ern town of Cabeuil ordered a ban on 
all planting of GMOs starting in 2002 
and further demonstrations were held 
in Marseilles and nearby towns. 

The protests were part of a world- 
wide campaign launched by Via 
Campesina, a global network of farm- 
ing, environmental and other organi- 
zations. In early June, a Montpellier 
court gave confederation activist Jose 
Bove a 10-month suspended sentence 
and put him on two years' probation 
for destroying 3,000 GM rice plants at 
a research institute in June 1999. 

Indonesia 

Forty tons of GM Bollgard cotton 
seed arrived at the Makassar airport 
from South Africa in early April amid 
strong protests from farmers and envi- 
ronmentalists. The cotton seed, be- 


longing to Monsanto, was distributed 
under military armed guard to seven 
agricultural regencies throughout the 
country. A crowd of activists, waving 
banners reading "Reject Genetically 
Modified Cotton in South Sulawesi" 
tried to intercept the convoy of trucks 
carrying the cotton seeds, which con- 
tain Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), and to 
block them from leaving the airport. 

Italy 

In early April, arsonists attacked a 
Monsanto grain store in northern Italy 
a week after authorities seized seeds 
suspected of containing banned ge- 
netically modified material. Aside 
from cutting open and setting fire to 
bags of soybean and corn seeds, the 
activists also left the following graf- 
fiti on the walls: "No GM" and 
"Monsanto killers." 

The week before, Italian police 
seized 1 12 tonnes of Monsanto maize 
at the Lodi warehouse which authori- 
ties suspected contained banned GM 
material. Police also seized some 300 
tonnes of soybean seeds suspected of 
containing GM material which 
Monsanto had already distributed to 
retailers. The use of GM seeds in open 
fields is forbidden by law in Italy due 
to concern of the possible health and 
environmental impacts. 

Netherlands 

On the night of June 25, activists 
calling themselves "Razende Hazen" 
(Enraged Hares) sabotaged the 
country's only two field tests of 
GE sugar beets. Targeting plots of 
Monsanto's Roundup Ready 
frankencrops, "We removed the 
green of the plants, making the 
test uncompletable," reported a 
communique. "The purpose of this 
action is to directly stop the spread- 
ing of genetically modified organ- 
isms in our environment and food." 

New Zealand 

In early April, the Shadow Ministry 
for the Environment carried out a 
molotov cocktail attack at the 
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AgResearch Ruakura Research Cen- 
tre. The attack burnt 20 meters of 
pampas grass along a fenceline at the 
center. A shed was reportedly sprayed 
with graffiti which read: "No GE. Stop 
the tests." Two molotov cocktails were 
found nearby. 

A man interviewed by the Waikato 
Times claimed to know those respon- 
sible for the attack. The group planned 
further actions against the AgResearch 
site, awaiting the outcome of a High 
Court appeal of an application by 
AgResearch to carry out field tests of 
transgenic cattle, he said. 

United States 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has 
claimed responsibility for sabotaging 
the University of Idaho biotechnol- 
ogy building in opposition to genetic 
engineering on June 10. This is the 
second strike by the ELF at the new 
biotech building. Survey stakes were 
removed and the exterior of the build- 
ing painted with such sentiments as 
"NO GE" and "Go Organic." A 
communique stated that, "Biotechno- 
logical research may be intended for 
good ends by the scientist, as was 
nuclear research, but in our free enter- 
prise police state society it will be used 
almost solely for greed and control. 
With genetic engineering we are creat- 
ing another bomb." 

On June 10, anti-biotech activists 
destroyed thousands of Roundup 
Ready peas at a Seminis research cen- 
ter in Idaho. According to the 
communique, "A bunch of us around 
here doing farming and trucking crops 
decided to find out anything we could 
about Seminis. The information we 
got made us take things into our own 


hands and go out into 
their field one night and 
rip out their pea plants. 
These peas weren't nor- 
mal. They had their 
genes changed to make 
the plants stay alive 
when sprayed with 
glyphosate herbicide. 
That's like the brand 
Roundup for people who 
don't know.” 

On June 25, two activ- 
ists barricaded them- 
selves in the offices of a 
Novartis distribution 
center in St. Louis Park, 
Minnesota, to protest Novartis' relation- 
ship with Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS). Activists gathered at a Novartis 
location in St. Louis Park to protest 
that corporation's involvement in 
xenotransplantation and biotechnol- 
ogy. The action was held in solidarity 
with the protests in San Diego, Califor- 
nia, opposing biotechnology and the 
protests in Barcelona, Spain, against the 
World Bank — a meeting which was can- 
celed due to fear of protests. 

At approximately 8: 15 a.m., six people 
converged on the building. Two climbed 
the roof and dropped a banner over the 
Novartis sign reading, "Novartis/HLS 
destroying Mother Nature and her in- 
habitants one experiment at a time." 
Four people entered the building and 
two locked down in an office. By 10:00 
a.m., the St. Louis Park Police had ar- 
rested the two individuals locked in the 
office. Captain Ron Walker explained 
that the police had broken the door 
down at the request of Novartis. The two 
individuals inside had barricaded the 
door with filing cabinets and desks. 

A congressionally mandated report 
released in mid-June by the USDA 
Agricultural Research Service and US 
Forest Service, "Criminal Acts Target- 
ing USDA Research Facilities,” found 
that "criminal acts targeting research 
laboratories have interrupted some cut- 
ting-edge research, contributed to fund- 
ing shortfalls, destroyed laboratory 
equipment, damaged facilities and ad- 
versely impacted the lives of the af- 
fected research scientists and other staff. " 

The report said that protest activity 
including destructive civil disobedi- 
ence and other criminal acts "has been 
a constant" for the Forest Service in 
the past five years. 


&ON£-S 

GMO-Free Labels Removed 

Loblaws, Canada's largest grocery 
retailer, has ordered its suppliers to 
remove or cover labels that identify 
food as being free of genetically modi- 
fied ingredients by September 1. The 
move has angered many of the or- 
ganic food processors that market thei r 
products in Loblaws’ health food de- 
partment as being free of chemical 
additives and genetically modified 
material. Many suppliers are afraid to 
criticize the giant grocery chain pub- 
licly because they fear losing shelf 
space. In a memo sent to suppliers in 
late January, Director of Procurement 
of Health Food Jamie Cooney said the 
products of distributors who didn't 
remove the non-GMO labels could be 
removed from the shelves. "It is our 
position that until such time as a 
government and/or industry-sup- 
ported definition of geneticmodifica- 
tion exists in Canada we will not 
support product packaging contain- 
ing non-GMO claims," said the letter 
dated January 29. There are no laws 
preventing anybody from putting a 
GMO-free label as long as they can 
prove it's GMO-free. The head of the 
Canadian Health Food Association 
said that the Loblaws policy leaves 
consumers in the darkaboutwhether 
they are eating foods containing 
genetically modified ingredients. 

BLM Moves to Ban 
Off-Road Vehicles 

The US Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) recently published a 
notice announcing their intention 
to implement parts of the Center 
for Biological Diversity, Public Em- 
ployees for Environmental Respon- 
sibility and Sierra Club lawsuit 
settlement to protect nearly 
480,000 acres of wildlife habitat in 
the Sonoran and Mojave deserts 
from off-road vehicles. 

"Closing washes to off-roading is a 
good conservation step, but BLM must 
do more desert-wide to protect and 
recover native wildlife," said Donna 
Charpied, an eastern Riverside County 
organic farmer and activist. The no- 
tice comes three and a half months 
late due to stalling by Interior Secre- 
tary Gale Norton. Meanwhile, theBLM 
is delaying on-the-ground action. 
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Tucson Luxury Homes Torched 


by Davy "the duck" Diamond 

On June 12, more than 60 firefighters responded to 
several 911 calls from Pima Canyon Estates, a luxury 
gated community on the edge of the Coronado Na- 
tional Forest just north of Tucson, Arizona. As firefighters 
extinguished one fire, 
they noticed three other 
"trophy" homes ablaze. 

Fire fighters believe the 
third and fourth fires 
were being set while they 
were fighting the first 
and second. In all, four 
luxury homes were burnt 
causing an estimated $2 
million in damages. Be- 
ginning in 1998, nearby 
Phoenix has seen a string 
of more than 11 luxury 
homes torched — total 
damages there have 
topped $5 million. 

Pima Canyon Estates 
sits in the once pristine Pima Canyon, which until 
recently was one of the last undeveloped areas surround- 
ing Tucson. Pima Canyon was the home of countless 
deer, coyotes, mountain lions, javelina and bobcats, but 
now it is the hotspot for trophy homes belonging to the 


upper class gentry. The letters "CSP" were left spray- 
painted on one of the four luxury homes. These same 
initials have appeared in the fires in Phoenix, and police 
there claim it stands for Coalition to Save the Preserves. 
Tucson police prefer the safer route, "We have no sus- 
pects, no leads and no motives." 

The local media has 
filled its pages with sen- 
sational articles about 
the imminent threat of 
eco-terrorism, and how 
it seems to be the re- 
|. cent relocation of the 
| Earth First! Journal to 
S. Tucson that has 
brought this blight on 
a once happy and safe 
community. Local 
environmentalists 
have nearly tripped 
over themselves for 
their chance to de- 
nounce the arsons. 
Never once mention- 
ing the cancer of urban sprawl, a majority of the 
activists interviewed have focused on preserving 
their respectability and on their shock that some- 
one might torch a luxury home to defend the Earth. 

Pima Canyon Estates has been sold as an ecologi- 



'Fronflkc^ 

ALF/ELF Strikes Again in Long Island 

In a communique released jointly, the Animal Libera- 
tion Front and the Earth Liberation Front, took credit for 
attacks on five Rank of New York (BNY) branches on 1 ong 
Island, New York, on June 13. The underground activists 
claimed to have glued locks and ATM machines, spray- 
painted slogans and smashed more than 25 windows at the 
BNY office in Farraingdalc. 

The actions are part of a larger campaign to encourage 
BNY to divest from Huntington Life Sciences (HLS), a 
massive animal testing company based in the United 
Kingdom. Activists have previously targeted Stephenslnc .. 
a private investment Jfi'fm which recently bailed out the 
besieged HLS, and Primate Products, which supplies HLS 
with animals and testing equipment. 

Greets Reclaimed in North Carolina 

On May 23 in Asheville, North Carolina, 1 1 people were 
at a Reclaim the Streets party. After an hour-long 
street parade, Asheville police could no longer 
accept the crowd's blatant disrespect for traffic and began 
arresting people. In the beginning, only four arrests were 


made. Later at the "solidarity” demonstration outside of 
the jail, the locale sheriff's department attempted to dis- 
perse the crowd by brandishing shot guns. Sheriff Bobby 
Medford was quoted as saying, "I'll fucking kill you. 1 don't 
give a fuck, move off the sidewalk or be shot." Seven other 
people were arrested during this display of professionalism 
on the part of Asheville police. 

30,000 Demonstration Against the 
World Bank in Barcelona 

On lune 34. more than 30,000 people took to the streets 
in Barcelona, Spain, to celebrate the decision by the World 
Bank to cancel its scheduled meeting. The World Bank 
bailed out, fearing massive demonstrations arid civil un- 
rest. Many corporate businesses along the route had 
windows smashed and were covered with anti-capitalist 
graffiti, i owardsthe end of the demonstration, riot police 
attac ked the crowd with tear gas and truncheons. Thirty- 
two people were injured and 19 were arrested. 

Anti-World Bank Protesters Shot in 
Papua New Guinea 

At least three students are confirmed dead and several 
others are in critical condition after riot police dispersed 
i (using tear gas and automatic weapons) a five-day blockade 
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On June 25 members of Katuah Earth Firsts locked themselves to 
construction equipment to resist the widening of Tennessee 
Highway 321. On the edge of the Smoky Mountains National 
Park, the highway development threatens to bring more strip 
malls and golf courses within yards of the park. 


cally sensitive development. However, a Univer- 
sity of Arizona biologist suggests that one large 
house per acre is a barrier to wildlife and large 
mammals cannot coexist with such a project. The 
developer's idea of ecological sensitivity is to 
restrict housing height to avoid obstructing the 
view and to allow houses to be painted only in 
desert hues. 

With the Tucson population expected to double 
in the next two decades and to grow at a rate of 
seven square miles a year, one would think that 
local environmentalists would use every chance 
they can to raise public awareness. Environmen- 
talists need to demand that the cancerous growth 
of American cities stop. We are running out of 
space and resources. No matter how much money 
is lost by developers regardless of the cause, it 
will never compare to the destruction of the 
natural world by development. 


Ashes to ashes, dust to 


dust. 
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Ned /ludd 


Dear Ned, 

All my life I've wanted to 
experience the joy of massive 
blackouts; you know — anony- 
mous sex, partying in stalled 
elevators, looting malls — but 
we're just sitting here with the 
lights on. Plus, it seems that we 
not only have power for us, 
but we're helping to keep Cali- 
fornia from blackout fun as 
well. What can we do? 

Please advise, 

— The Cascadian Illuminati 

Dear Cascadian Illuminati, 

I've been tipped by a 
climbin' buddy about ways of 
launching line long distance, 
and I think herein lies the 
answer to your dark desires. 

First, take an old tennis ball 
and cut a hole large enough 
to pour plaster-of-paris 
through. OK, now fill the ball 
with p of p and stick an eye- 
screw into the plaster. Let it 
set. You should have a hard, heavy 
tennis ball that you can tie a line to. 
Next, acquire a few hundred feet of 
fairly fine steel cable and put it on 



this reel will be too, and laughed at 
as well), place ball in delivery sys- 
tem, launch and leave. The cable 
will arch over the lines or the sub 


Dear Ned Ludd has 
been an irregular column 
in the Journal since the 
early '80s, and a compi- 
lation of entries became 
the notorious book 
Ecodefense. It serves as a 
forum for the discussion 
of creative and diverse 
means to effectively de- 
fend the Earth. Neither 
the EF! movement nor 
the Journal , nor any of 
our friends, family, 
neighbors, lovers or pets 
necessarily encourage 
anyone to do the things 
discussed on this page, 
and the contents should 
not be legally construed 
as anything other than 
mindless entertainment. 
Please write to Ned via 
the Journal with your top 
tips on ecodefense. 

Dear Will-Be Sabber, 

I'm glad you wrote to 
me, because I just came 
across a wonderful publi- 
cation that I want to share. 
It's called the Ozymandias 
Sabotage Handbook, and 
you can check it out on the Internet, 
burn.ucsd.edu/~unalucha/ 
sabotagel.htm. Geez, this better be 
the last website I endorse for a while! 


some kind of spool such as a fly reel. 

Now you need a delivery system. 
Aerosol spud-guns are cool and a 
multitude of designs and propellant 
analysis are on the Internet. These 
are basic PVC bazookas, powered by 
igniting a short charge of hairspray 
(or some other aerosol), usually used 
to launch apples and potatoes. An- 
other answer is the line-launching 
slingshot — a slingshot with long 
tubes, attached to a pole for long 
draws. You can buy these out of an 
arborist supply catalog or make one 
yourself. With an eight-foot pole, 


station, drop and pass current vio- 
lently until the electricity burns 
through the cable, shorting out the 
whole mess, bringing the darkness 
you desire and probably forcing 
those pesky Californians to dry 
their clothes on a clothesline. 
Hmm, last I looked, there was a sche- 
matic of the Northwest power grid on 
the "Republic of Cascadia" website, 
zapatopi.net/cascadia.html, in case you 
run out of ideas about where to work 
(use an anonymous browser, duh!). 

Have fun and stay safe, 

— Ned 


Anyway, this guide covers a lot of 
ground that Ecodefense does not. 

May the force be with you! 

— Ned 

Ned Seyz: 

Whoever stands around while us- 
ing a valve-stem core remover (see 
EF!J May-June 2001) is the activist 
equivalent of a slow deer. The escap- 
ing air makes an attention-grabbing 
shriek, and you lose five seconds of 
fleeing time twisting the little bug- 
ger out. Much faster is to grab the 
valve stem with a decent pair of vice- 


it can launch your line 200 feet 
vertically and more than 300 feet 
distance-wise. 

So pick a secluded stretch of seri- 
ous powerline, relay station or 
other likely target. Plant your reel 
in front of you in the ground (Ben 
Franklin's dead — whoever holds 


Dear Ned, 

I've read the Bible ( Ecodefense , that 
is) from cover to cover, but I'm look- 
ing for more detailed sabotage tech- 
niques and some new ideas. Can you 
point me in some useful direction? 

— The Would-Be Sabber 


grips, give a good twist and the valve 
stem pops out of the rim. Instant 
deflation, instant egress. If you want 
the subtle, slow leak, take a razor and 
slit the valve stem where it fits in the 
rim. Or even better, punch a scratch 
awl into the tire's sidewall. That 
sucker is going nowhere! 
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Wild Rockies Earth First! 



Wild Rockies Earth First! was reborn out of the Cove/Mallard Coalition and 
the activists who spent years defending that vital biological corridor. WREF! 
will bring the same grim determination to the issues we face in our bioregion 
now. Knowing that we must utilize all the tools in our box to defend a vast 
region with a low number of people and even lower number of activists. We 
will utilize monitoring and public education to try and stop projects before 
they start. But when it comes down to the felling of trees, pollution, corpo- 
rate domination, mining, energy developement, and road building, we will 
be in the way. We invite you to come check out our bioregion. It is a unique 
place of raging rivers, miles of unbroken canopy, and home to every species 
that has ever existed here over the last millennium. It is one place where you 
can still walk 300 miles and not cross a single road. 




A legacy, of direct action to defend, the largest eco- 
system in the lower 48 states 


Long ago, or long to some, there was a 
group called the Ancient Forest Bus Brigade, an- 
other called Wild Rockies Earth First!, and another 
called Seeds of Peace. The first two groups came 
together in then a little known spot in Idaho called 
Cove/Mallard in 1992. That year for the first time 
ever people dared to get arrested in Idaho. The 
locals were amused 
and the residents of 
Dixie brought the 
activists pies. The 
next year brought 
Seeds of Peace and a 
whole lot of activ- 
ists. The residents of 
Dixie were down 
right unfriendly and 
openly hostile. 

Highland Enterprises 
filed a SLAPP suit 
against a lot of 
people and a whole 
bunch of folks were 
arrested. In 1994 
there was an injunc- 
tion against the “two 
timber sales too terrible to ignore”. After the water- 
shed year of 1993, when lots of people came to 
Idaho, it came down to a desperate band of activists. 
In 1996 the Jack road was blockaded for 41 days 
and during the RRR somehow much of that road got 
destroyed. In 1997 the Jack Road was blockaded for 
a total of 71 days. During those years three out of 
nine sales were roaded and logged. The next year 
the roadless moratorium was put into effect and the 
forest supervisor declared that the agency was not 
going forward with the other 6 timber sales. 

In 1998 the coalition chose to defend the 
Wing-Twenty Mile roadless area just north of the 
Gospel Hump Wilderness Area. The two sales, 

Otter- Wing and Mackey Day, are exempt from 


the roadless rule because they were and still are 
under contract. That year a crazy band of be- 
tween five and fourteen people set up five differ- 
ent tree villages, managed to all get arrested, and 
stopped Highland Enterprise from finishing 2.3 
miles of road. They also endured an attack by 
employees of Highland Enterprises and Shearer 

Lumber Products. The 
tree sit support camp and 
many of the activist’s 
belongings were de- 
stroyed. This is now the 
subject of a 3 year law 
suit against the company 
and the cops (who did 
nothing about the attack, 
threw away evidence and 
appear to have known it 
was coming.) In 1999 
the final stretch of road 
for Otter-Wing was 
completed and more 
people were arrested. In 
2000 the same thing 
happened but the jail 
time (around five days in 
1995) had jumped up to 45-60 days. The forest 
service cops have said that activists have rou- 
tinely cost the federal government at least six 
figures a campaign season. Many people have 
come and gone and hundreds have been arrested. 
But from year to year the campaign to protect 
this huge area stumbles along and proceeds, no 
matter how few people we have. The wild woods 
of the Rockies draw you in and inspire the pas- 
sion and courage to do activism in one of the 
most hostile parts of the country. Wild Rockies 
Earth First! continues that legacy and dedication 
with our Summer/Fall direct action tour. We will 
stand with those who came before and say “no 
more” to the corporations. 
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Threats to the Wild Rockies 


Mining 

Because of the wonderful 1872 Mining Law 
pristine wildlands in our region our up for grabs 
by lowbagging mining corporations. One of the 
worst current threats is posed by Sterling Mining 
Corporation. These people want to set up a mine 
that will tunnel under the Cabinet Wilderness Area 
in northwest Montana near the town of Noxon. 

The Forest Service is set to give 
this company to mine silver and 
copper for the next 30 years. The 
complex would be located on 
Rock Creek and could polluted 
the Clark Fork River and Lake 
Pend Oreille. The area is home to 
Grizzly Bears and has critical 
spawning habitat for Bull Trout. 

Wild Rockies EF! will be spend- 
ing a month in the area and 
should the mine get a permit we 
will be in the way. 

Corporations who don’t 
care! 

The Northern Rockies is home 
to some of the worst multinational corporations 
in the world. We have the distinction of being the 
home of Boise-Cascade, Plum Creek, Potlach, 
and Smurfit Stone-Container. These entities run 
rampant, trashing the land, closing mills, pollut- 
ing our air and water. Boise-Cascade is one of 
largest resource extraction corporations in the 
world. They are logging in Canada, Chile, and 
Mexico to name just a few places. Boise-Cascade 
is also a lead plaintiff in the case to overturn the 
roadless policy. They violate workers rights and 
pollute on a global scale. WREF! will do direct 
action to bring these corporation to account for 
their crimes. 



Ecosystem Restoration and Fire 
Recovery 

These are the new words that the Forest Service has 
come up with to justify a massive increase in log- 
ging on all the lands of the Bioregion. New and 
massive sales are popping up live mushrooms on 
every single forest. Almost all of the sales proposed 
thus far included logging in roadless areas. The 
Bitterroot National Forest is just 
proposing the worst of the sales. They 
intend to log on 73,000 acres and send 
280 million board feet of timber to 
mills all over the place. WREF is 
working with a number of other 
groups in opposing this bondogle. The 
proposels are still in the Draft 
Evironmental Impact Stage. Flowever, 
we expect that direct action will be 
needed before the year is done. 

Bush’s love of Oil Corps 

The new adminstrations policy on 
energy is one of the worst threats to 
this bioregion. Oil and gas leases in 
Wyoming and Montana represent a 
major chanallage to the area. The government is 
renewing old plans to allow drilling on the Rocky 
Mountain Front and in the Tetons. The Front repre- 
sent some of our last pristine watersheds and is 
critical habitat for Grizzlys. The new policy has a 
vision of lots and lots of public land drilling and not 
just in the Artie National Wildlife Refuge. 

The End of the Roadless Rule 

Federal Judge Edward Lodge issued a tempory 
injunction halt implementation of the roadless rule. 
Many of the National Forests of our area had sales 
in roadless lands before the mortorium. All these 
could come back to haunt us including the Cove/ 
Mallard Timber Sales. 
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A Living Wilderness 

The deep forests of Cove/Mailard pro- 
vide an integral contrast to the steep, 
rocky canyons of the Salmon River in the 
adjacent portion of the designated wil- 
derness. These forests are the critical 
components of the diversity in the Big 
Wild. 

Because of its largely unaltered charac- 
ter, the Greater Salmon-Selway Ecosys- 
tem (GSSE) is a reservoir of biological 
diversity harboring many rare, sensitive 
and threatened creatures including bull 
trout, chinook salmon, steelhead, 
westsiope cutthroat trout, fisher, marten, 
lynx, wolverine, river otter, gray wolf, 
bald and golden eagle, boreal and 
flamulated owl, northern goshawk, and 
winter wren. Cove/Mallard is part of the 
Central Idaho Grizzly and Wolf Recov- 
ery Areas and has irrefutable wolf activ- 
ity. The Forest Service has documented 
evidence of 92 wolf sightings in the Cove/ 
Mallard region. The area’s remoteness 
makes it prime habitat for large and 
healthy herds of big game animals. 

The sheer size of the GSSE allows evo- 
lutionary processes to fully function- 
something that has been stopped almost 
everywhere in the temperate world by 
industrialized human activity. Less than 
5% of the US’s primary forest remains 
intact, yet over 90% of the GSSE’s forest 
is still unlogged— so far. There are 34 
huge roadless areas in the GSSE totaling 
1 1 million acres. This represents more 
than 20% of the nation’s unprotected 
national forest. 
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Threats to the Northern Rockies Ecosystem 


Idah o: 

Otter-Wing & Mackey Day Timber 
Sales: 

♦qualifies for the roadless rule in 
every way except it was under 
logging contract at the time. 

♦part of 52,000 acre Wing- 
Twentymile mostly roadless area on 
the northern border of the Gospel 
Hump Wilderness 
♦includes logging 20 million board 
feet of timber off 1 ,000 acres. 

♦units are almost all old growth 
♦streams in the project area are home 
to chinnook salmon, bull trout, and 
steelhead trout. All these species are 
listed as threatened under the ESA. 
♦logging will take place this year! 
Clean Slate Restoration Project: 
♦includes logging in the Slate Creek 
roadless area. 

♦thinning and some clearcuts on 
7,000 acreas. 

♦will yield 41 million board feet. 

♦ Old growth sale 

SALVAGE SCAM! 

*Clearcut/grazed areas are more 
vulnerable than natural forests 
•Lrgst fires in Bitterroot started in 
heavily roaded and logged areas 
•Post-fire recovery vital to soil and 
all species 

•Landscaping w/i 130ft of home 

determines the likelihood of bum 
•Cuts in burned ares are much worse 
than green forests 


•BNFS filed for exemption on temp, 
stays during appeals 
(circumventing public process). 
They want to log this Dec. 

ROCK CREEK MINE 
DISASTER 

•Cabinet Mntn Ecosystem 
is CRUCIAL to griz, grey wolves, 
bald eages, bull trout and us! 

•Mine will run 24hrs for 
22 years damaging the water 

quality of Rock Creek, lwr Clark 
Fork, & 

Lake Pend Oreille 

•Mine will dump 3 mil. gal. of 
polluted water into Clark Fork 
every day! Even post-22yrs. 

•1 ton rock mined = under 15 lbs 
copper & 2oz silver 

•Tailings pile over 300ft high, 

covering 320acres (1/3 mile from 
Rock Creek & Clark Fork) will 
be there forever & ever 

•Sterling has a history of cyanide 
leaks, leaving residents sick and 
stuck with superfund sites 

BOISE CASCADE: 

GLOBAL FOREST 
DESTROYERS 

•78% of the planet’s old growth is 
gone/degraded 

•BC is #1 buyer of timber from 
public lands 

•Largest logger on fed’l pub. lands 

•BC owns or leases more than 2 
million acres in the US 


•BC logging industry opponent to the 
USFS Roadless Policy 

•BC is a top importer of old growth 
from Chile 

•Top force behind the demand for 
Canada’s boreal forests 

•2mnths after BC strong- armed its 
way into Mexico, a massacre of 
17 local farmers occured. BC 
knowingly went into a 

volitilesituation with money in 
mind 

FOSSIL FUELS 

•85% of U.S. energy comes from 
burning oil, coal, & natural gas 

•For every ton of fuel burned, 3 tons 
of C02 are released 

•2001 C02 levels = 370ppm vs 
1750’s 280ppm 

•Bush’s energy plan calls for building 
a power plant every wk for 20yrs 

•Global warming is real! There’s 
hope, but not for us! 

STONE CONTAINER MAKES 
ME COUGH: 

•stone bums 30,200 lbs of plastic a 
day 

•they also bum 200 lbs of chlorine a 
day 

•the company now has 7 large diesel 
generates for electricy and is 
consuming huge amounts of fuel 
per day 

•they have received an exemption 
from the clean air act for the 
generators, because they are a so 
called temporary engery source. 


Wild Rockies EF! would like to thank Seeds 
of Peace for their nine year dedication to 
supporting activism in our part of the world. 
They can always use help and well be travel- 
ing to Washington D.C. for the Homes not 
Jails/Anti-Bush/ I IMF/World Bank protest in 
late September. So go help chop veggies or if 
you have some cash send them a check. Seeds 
of Peace, P.O.Box 8896, Missoula, MT 59806. 
If you want to volunteer e-mail the collective 
at seedsofpeace@wildrockies.or 
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WKEF! Summer/Fail 2001 Direct Action Tour 

July 25-August 15: Rock Creek Mine-NW Montana. This mine is in the final EIS 
stage and could be implemented as early as this summer. The mine would go under the 
Cabinet- Yak wilderness area. Treatment of waste-water poses terrible threats to the 
streams of the area. In addition the location of the mine facilities is in a critical area of 
grizzly bear habitat. 

August 16 to September 16: Bitterroot National Forest-Montana. This project is on a 
fast track and could be implemented this fall. The current proposal calls for the logging 
of 65,000 acres yielding 270 million board feet and the reconstruction of 600 miles of 
logging road to modern industrial standards. This is the largest timber sale ever pro- 
posed on National Forest Lands. 

September 17-October 10: Stone Container Pulp Factory-French Town, MT. Stone is 
one of the worst polluters in the entire Northern Rockies ecosystem and we will serve 
notice that this is no longer acceptable. 

If you are interested in attending any stop along the way or in joining us for a 
part or all of the tour please contact us. We have an info, packet we can send you. Food 
and transportation will be provided by Wild Rockies EF! 


Classic Wild Rockies Earth First T-Shirts plus some new de- 
signs are now available , Be the latest Fashion plate in your 
town and help us raise some desperately needed funds , Shirts 
are 100% reused, (Rescued from thrift shop) Send us the size , 
color (give us a few options, and design 
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Wild Rockies Review 



The Wild Rockies Review is a publication of 
Wild Rockies Earth First! We welcome any 
and all submissions that further bio-centric 
philosophy, direct action, anarchy, and 
anti-corporate information. This rag 
depends on the generosity and donations of 
our readers in order to exist. The Review 
will be put out on the two solstices and 
equinoxes. We welcome your letters to the 
editor, feel free to share your rants, raves, 
and criticisms in the next issue. WREF also 
accept communiques about all kinds of 
actions. The deadline for the next Review is 
September 1, 2001. Send your stuff to: 

Wild Rockies Earth First! 

P.O. Box 1742 
Missoula, MT 59806 



What you can do to help: 

*you can join the WREF! Tour and help us in 
the field directly 

*spend some time helping us put out the 
Review, do outreach, and organize actions. 
*write to the officials responsible for this 
maddness and ask them to stop it. (we can 
send you a contact sheet) 

^Distribute the Review and other propaganda 
in your city. 

*Do everything in your power to end the 
domination by corporations wherever you are 
in whatever way you choose. 


r 



Wild Rockies EF! 
P.O.Box 1742 
Missoula, MT 59806 
406-721-3494 
wref@wild rockies.org 


n 


This is a pathetic yet a truly heart felt plea for funds from us to you. The city has banned 
pan handling and since we are often mistaken for bums it is difficult to raise money . 

Please keep us from embarrassing ourselves at public functions or winding up in jail and 
send a few bucks our way. It cost a pretty penny to produce the Review and support our 
direct action field campaign. If you have no cash you could send coffee, stamps, spices, film, 
tea, climbing gear, or envelopes. 

Here is my contribution to help you 
lowbaggers continue the resistence. 

I don’t have any cash but please send me 
the Wild Rockies Review 


Name 


Addrress. 
City 


. State. 


.Zip. 


O 
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continued from page 3 By petitioning the state and shown me has been the con- If someone chooses to be a 
Dear Sir or Madam, corporations for ecological fa- tinuing ELF/ALF actions, and supporter, it is their duty to 

I would like to say your most vors while never questioning the anti-authoritarian/anti- raise funds for retaining a corn- 

recent issue was one of the their legitimacy, "nonviolent" capitalist actions (no, not petent lawyer, to make sure 

best I have seen EF! produce. I environmental organizations holding signs) happening mistreatment of a prisoner be 

especially enjoyed "The Lost actually perpetuate the insti- throughout the world. Only known, to spread the word 

Esoteric Art of the Wink." Un- nationalized violence that the by continual actions like these that yet another comrade is 

fortunately, for some this type current order is based upon, will we ever be able to over- being held hostage by the 

of learning is a little late but its These "pacifists" need to step come this dominant system, state, and most importantly 

never too late to improve on down from their moral high Only by hitting corporations keep up the fight. In no way 

methods. I sincerely hope you horse — every aspect of their and go vern-mental establish- am I saying not to write those 

will continue this line of edu- existence is violent, from their ments where they "feel" it that are locked up, because 

eating as the needs will greatly support of the state to their will they ever collapse and this indeed keeps one's spirits 

increase as notoriety increases, usage of mass-produced com- take this "whose stinking or- up, but what I am saying is 
Anyone who reads into the modities. With the exception der" with them. Writing don’t make this the only 

"COINTELPRO" will realize of the few small-scale self-suf- 'zines, or letters to judges or things you do. 

that the government will not ficient indigenous communi- Congress people has never Revolt! 
only spy on other countries ties that remain, we all changed anything, while de- — Critter 

but also on their own citizens directly or indirectly subsist stroying all of a corporation's 

and anyone who threatens the by means of the widespread assets, on the other hand, will To the editor, 

Status Quo. destruction of other living be- remove them from their posi- I am in my eighteenth year 

Please continue what you ings, regardless of how tion of power, and if we're of imprisonment for anti- 

are doing as it is appreciated minimalist or "organic" our really lucky maybe a CEO may nuclear/pollution actions and 

by myself and others. consumption habits may be. commit suicide or better yet have 13 years of supervised 

War on! The impact that ELF-style go postal after having "lost it release to follow the 27 year 

— Todd (Hyung-Rae) Tarselli actions have had so far in the all." Destroying these pricks sentence. I will refuse to co- 
fight against industrialism is where they live, now that's operate for reasons that I 

Dear EF!f, not certain. What is certain is solidarity. Walking around think others in the same situ- 

I'm responding to the re- that wide-scale economic holding signs is a weak ass ation should be aware of . The 

cent letters you have printed sabotage will be required if piss poor excuse for solidarity government doesn't really 

that have expressed opposi- the machine is to be dis- and support, whose main care when releasees like Rod 

tion to ELF-style tactics. mantled. If you view indus- function is to pacify the minds Coronado live, work or travel 

If an assailant attacks you trialism as coercive, then your of those who are too comfort- or what views they express, 

on the street, I would hope actions and statements able to act out in a way that The only point is to exact 

that you would do whatever should reflect it! The implica- will actually change some- voluntary obedience, 

necessary to secure your safety, tions of your existence won't thing. Writing letters to fallen My cell has a steel door and 
This could entail fleeing the be any less violent if you comrades raises the spirits of bars on the window. Outside 

scene, or if required, applying refuse to support those en- those of us who are incarcer- are 2 fences with coils of razor 

counter-force against the at- gaged in self-defense against ated, but when someone picks wire and armed officers in pa- 

tacker. If you agree that indus- entities responsible for the up a bomb, instead of a pen, trol trucks. Obviously, I am no 

trialism is inherently coercive, implementation of an impe- is when my spirits really soar, match for this physical force, 

and that it entails both the rialist social order. Comrades of an accused so my remaining here cannot 

destruction of ecosystems and — Angry Aardvark person should never, except be considered voluntary, 

the implementation of oppres- by reprinting a statement writ- Just the opposite is true of 

sively authoritarian political Dear Shit for Brains, ten by the accused, claim in- supervised release. That sta- 

institutions, I would hope that This is an open letter to nocence or guilt for them in tus seeks cooperation, and 

you would either engage in or anyone who has ever consid- any matter, because misrepre- every act of it signals to the 

support any actions necessary ered themselves a supporter senting them will only destroy government that the releasee 

to bring about industrialism's of, or has stated that they their future credibility and now belongs to it. First low 

collapse. As opposed to the were in solidarity with an possibly take power away from level acquiescence, then the 

case of the street assailant, civi- imprisoned insurrectionist or any message the perpetrators ante is upped. I have a friend 

lization offers few escape saboteur. I'd like to start by were trying to convey. It is whose probation officer actu- 

routes. Hence, the only alter- saying that the truest form of their and their attorneys' job ally forbade her attending her 

native is to fight. solidarity that anyone has to deal with guilt or innocence. continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
own son's wedding! At each 
level, the tacit question is: 
How much are you willing to 
give to Caesar? Your freedom 
of movement? Freedom of 
speech? Your conscience? 
Your family? 

Supervised release is a form 
of voluntary servitude. If a 
releasee is "silenced," it is by 
his own choice and coopera- 
tion. If that is, indeed, his 
intention, so be it, but the 
slogan should be Earth Fifth 
or Sixth, not First. 

Sincerely, 

— Helen Woodson 
#03231-045 

FMC Carswell, Admin. Max 
POB 27137 
Fort Worth, TX 76127 

Dear Shit fer Brains: 

Now that the EF! Journal 
has moved to Arizona, are we 
now supposed to become po- 
litically correct by pretend- 
ing that immigration as well 
as other sources of overpopu- 
lation do not affect the envi- 
ronment? Are we supposed to 
become good Catholics? 

I refer to the really stupid 
"Myths & Facts" on page 19 of 
the May/June issue. The lies 
stated here have been pro- 
moted by the Catholic Church 
for many years now. After 
multiplying out of control, 
Mexicans are now crossing the 
border "for a better life," i.e. to 
multiply out of control North 
of the border. Let them curb 
their population explosion, 
clean up their own environ- 
ment and political scene. We 
have too many people in the 
US already. The US needs to 
decrease its population to be- 
low 50 million to have any 
hope of sustainability. 

Pretending that corpora- 
tions are the ultimate cause 
of evil is nonsense — over- 
population fuels corporate 
expansion and control, as 
does greed. Overpopulation 
fuels poverty and environ- 


mental destruction. 

Pretending that developers 
cause sprawl is even more stu- 
pid. If we do not increase our 
numbers either through 
fucking or immigration, they 
will not build because there 
will be no demand. 

Has EF! forgotten its Earth- 
environmental roots. Has EF! 
been infiltrated by Catholic 


social activists who glorify the 
poor, ignore overpopulation, 
and are willing to sacrifice 
the environment? 

The Earth needs to be pro- 
tected from destruction by the 
poor as well as the rich, from 
Mexicans and Gringos alike. 

— Anne Bella 

Dear SFB, 

I read the article in the 
Beltane issue regarding 
"myths and facts" of immi- 
gration. The limited space 


doesn't allow me to point our 
all of the mistakes but here 
are a few key points. 

1. Without immigrants and 
their children, the population 
of the US would actually be 
decreasing. If we want to stop 
suburban sprawl and loss of 
habitat, we have to address the 
root of the problem. The source 
of the problem is the demand 


for housing which is driven 
primarily by population 
growth which is driven by im- 
migration. This isn't scape- 
goating, its just the hard facts. 

2. If we want to cut off the 
supply of new converts (con- 
sumers) to the religion of 
supermaterialism we have to 
stop the tidal wave of immi- 
grants. The US accepts more 
immigrants than all the rest of 
the world combined. Ever hear 
the phrase "think globally, act 
locally?" We may not be able 


to stop the population bomb 
from exploding in the rest of 
the world but we do have the 
responsibility to stop immi- 
gration here in the US. 

3. It may not be true every- 
where but here in southwest 
Florida over 70% of children 
in school are either immi- 
grants or children of immi- 
grants. Why do you think 
those corporate high priests 
are so pro-immigration? They 
need a steady supply of new 
consumers to buy those CDs, 
new clothes, SUVs, single 
serving snacks etc. 

Opposing immigration 
may not be PC but it's the 
right thing to do. The war for 
the Earth must be fought on 
many fronts. Habitat loss, 
toxic waste production, an- 
cient forest destruction, glo- 
bal warming, genetically 
engineered foods — the list is 
seeming endless but one thing 
is certain. If we can't control 
our population, all the 
progress in the other areas 
will be meaningless. 

For the Earth, 

— M.M. Smith 

To the editor, 

Folks, this ain't the field of 
| dreams. Build it and they will 
I come,myass.Thisisbigmoney 
§■ we're talking about. No one's 
| building shit unless they know 
j there's already people waiting 
I to move in. And the people 
just keep moving in. 

So where do they come 
from? Quick geography quiz: 
Where do all the rich white 
people come from, and what 
is it that makes them so rich 
and so white? 

ANSWER: California. 

You know it's true. And this 
is what brings me around to 
say Dudes, you're guarding 
the wrong border. 

Look at the subdivisions, 
look at the malls. What kind 
of people do you see? That's 
right, white people. Rich 
white people who like to go 
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to El Super Chocolate Chunk 
Mall to buy pictures of cute 
Indian children to put in their 
adobe homes in Vista del 
Double Fudge Nut Housing 
Community to remind them- 
selves of what it was like here 
before their Viking-ass ances- 
tors came to rape and pillage. 

Now, look at the people 
we're spending so much 
money trying to keep out, the 
ones that show up dead in 
the desert. I saw pictures of 
some of them in The Tucson 
Poet not too long ago, and 
they didn't look too rich or 
too white to me. 

So kids, it's simple. All we 
gotta do to bring sprawl to a 
crawl is just switch which 
border we're guarding. We've 
got the troops, and I'm sure 
ranchers from Yuma to 
Carson City will all be more 
than happy to pop any un- 
wanted Calis trying to swim 
across the Colorado river. 

We don't have to worry 
about the Mexicans. None of 
them will be moving into Vista 
del Double Fudge Nut any time 
soon. History has shown that 
it's poor, hardworking immi- 
grants that have built America 
up, and soulless rich white 
leaches who have sucked it 
dry. So why are we killing the 
one and giving tax incentives 
to the other? We've got it all 
backwards, folks. Let's switch 
it around. Think of what a 
wonderful world it would be. 

— Anonymous 

Cyborg Shit for Brain Activity, 

Why doesn't the Journal 
cover the real enemy or at 
least the lifeblood of the en- 
emy — technology? Technol- 
ogy is the primary means of 
accumulating power over na- 
ture and power over people. 

If EF! is against concentra- 
tion of power then it ought to 
be more anti-tech. Soon the 
technology of the police state 
(surveillance, identification, 
security and crowd control) 
will be so invincible that we 
can hardly imagine the conse- 
quences. Better take it out now. 


Seems like the only chance we 
have to bring down the sys- 
tem is to attack all the tech- 
nologies we can (computer, 
power systems, hospitals and 
broadcast/cable communica- 
tion systems). To keep the 
post-revolution evolution 
healthy and decentralized, we 
will have to keep on destroy- 
ing any complex technology 
we find or that attempts to 
self-resurrect. 

— Beast-Buster Neo 

Dear Journal Collective, 

I would like you to strongly 


consider removing Ted 
Kazynski's name from the 
political prisoners list. What 
is a political prisoner? I think 
its someone who is in jail for 
solely for her/his politics or 
someone whose sentence has 
been lengthened because of 
his/her politics. TK fits nei- 
ther of these categories. 

He is an implementer of 
the death penalty, more of- 


ten than not randomly and 
without any accompanying 
political statement. His 
bombs were found by jani- 
tors, secretaries, college 
students, as well as the occa- 
sional mid-level corporate 
executive. Even his final vic- 
tim was unintended. 

I find it curious that people 
who generally oppose state 
sponsored death penalties 
heartily approve of imple- 
menting their own. It is no 
wonder at all how Stalin came 
to power. Leftists, when given 
the power of life and death, 


act no differently than any- 
one else. Thus I oppose the 
tactics of TK and further con- 
sider him to be a fascist killer. 

Further, his sentence was 
relatively light for what he 
did compared to those who 
commit similar crimes with- 
out a political agenda. 

Now, let me ask you: 
should I now fear for my life 
because I oppose Mr. K's tac- 


tics. Will someone kill me 
because of my opinion as he 
killed others for theirs (when 
he managed to reach his ob- 
scure targets, that is)? I ask 
this to make my point. It is a 
slippery slope to endorse the 
killing of people for any rea- 
son. When does it stop. Who 
is the arbiter of who should 
be killed? Ted Kazynski? This 
is the politics of the very para- 
digm I thought we were try- 
ing to transcend. 

It is an insult to the likes of 
Leonard Peltier to list TK as a 
political prisoner. He is a 
criminal and a deranged one 
at that, who happens to have 
a political opinion, just like 
most prisoners. And since we 
don't list them all, we should 
be selective so as to further 
our own wilderness and 
biocentric agenda and not 
shoot it in the foot. To in any 
way express sympathy for TK 
offers our opponents ammu- 
nition to, in the words of J. 
Edgar Hoover, "neutralize 
and eliminate" us. 

— Darryl Cherney 

Notification to Inmate and 
Publisher/Sender of Rejected 
Publication 

INMATE: KACZYNSKI, 
Theodore 

INSTITUTION: United 
States Penitentiary, Admin- 
istrative Maximum 

POB Box 8500, Florence, 
CO 81226-8500 

RE: "EARTH FIRST!" May- 
June 2001 Pages 5, 38, 48, 
56, and 74 

The above named publi- 
cation has been rejected in 
accordance with the Bureau 
of Prison's Program State- 
ment 5266.09, Incoming 
Publications, which states in 
part: "The Warden may re- 
ject a publication if it is de- 
termined detrimental to the 
security, good order, or dis- 
cipline of the institution 
or if it may facilitate crimi- 
nal activity." 

[excerpted. . . blah blah bl ah] 
— Michael V. Pugh, Warden 
continued on page 45 
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who would forage through our lives. 

It’s been such a long road here 

of death, jail, love and courages— 
time to rip up the asphalt 

that is compacted our vision, 
destroy the circumscribing painted lines 
telling us to stay in oppressors’ boundaries 
like the roadpeckers in Warner Creek 
and the bunnies on the jack Road 
but digging deeper into ourselves, 
looking into our actions 

and seeing our goals clearly reflected 
seeing the sun sparkles glittering 

on the waves more clearly 
after diving deep into the cool that refreshes 
History, a dead machine of lies 
Our story, alive and breathing 
glowing in the embers 
of the fire that warms us 


nd struggle 


larnished with glutinous "special sau 
asteless tomatoes and limpid lettuce 
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crushed plants of our wande 
(dies like the day we were be 
spying around the fire 
; rhythms, swirling flames 
and fireballs of pulsing e 
odies hold tec^tja; m 


ill court 
■s cavort 
eternity. 


Trying to move beyond human loneliness 
in the arms of the Earth, 
assumptions and dependency on another’s 
troubled mind a sickness 
cured only by faith in the vast patterns 

of unfolding natural time 
Vanilla leaf and Pathfinder reaching up again 
from the crumpled life trails we leave 
many of us staying behind to ensure 
that these five century-old firs 
will still be standing to shelter the dreams 
of our tribal children 

singing old and new songs by the campfire, 
expanding the circle of warmth and light 

from our hurried ways to talk deeply, 
e cleansing lake waters 
riends we only see here, 
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July 28, 2000 

To ELF: 

The undersigned members of the Wis- 
consin environmental movement have 
a simple request for the Earth Liberation 
Front: stay out of Wisconsin. 

The recent destruction of 500 trees in 
a federal forestry laboratory near 
Rhinelander, for which the ELF claimed 
responsibility, was an act as cowardly as 
it was stupid. The trees were not geneti- 
cally engineered, which is your stated 
reason for the attack. However, even if 
they had been, we condemn your use of 
vandalism to make your point. More- 
over, ELF members refuse to take re- 
sponsibility for their violent acts. The 
principle laid down by responsible ac- 
tivists is that those who commit acts of 
civil disobedience should be willing to 
suffer the consequences of their actions. 
You pointlessly destroyed a legitimate 
long-term research project, committed 
$ 750,000 in vandalism and then retreated 
to the shadows without attempting to 
justify your acts or to take personal re- 
sponsibility for them. 

Your website openly advocates the use 
of vandalism and violence. It suggests 
that powerlines should be sabotaged, 
transformers blown up, computers should 
be smashed, buildings should be flooded 
and trees should be spiked. It suggests 
that "nonviolence has violent conse- 
quences." We reject ELF's use of vio- 
lence and its cowardice. ELF's methods 
are both morally reprehensible and dam- 
aging to the legitimate environmental 
movement. Stay out of Wisconsin. 

Sincerely, 

— David Cieslewicz, 
1,000 Friends of Wisconsin; 

— Caryl Terrell, 
Sierra Club, John Muir Chapter; 

— David Wood, 
Center on Wisconsin Strategies; 

— Gary Werner, Conservation Chair, 
Sierra Club, John Muir Chapter; 

— Spencer Black, Ranking Member, 
Assembly Environment Committee; 

— Todd Ambs, 
River Alliance of Wisconsin; 

— Peter McKeever, 

Heartland Environmental Consultants; 

— Carl Zichella, Midwest Regional 
Staff Director, Sierra Club 



August 14, 2000 

Fellow bipedal apes: 

This letter is in response to your letter 
of July 28, 2000, sent to the Earth Lib- 
eration Front care of III Publishing. 

Since III Publishing has no direct in- 
volvement with ELF, but posts infor- 
mation about many environmental and 
liberation groups on our website, I have 
posted your letter to the site, where 
others may see it. Its exact address is 
www.iiipublishing.com/elfto.htm. My 
personal take on your letter is that you 
are confused about both environmental 
and moral issues. 

You say ELF claimed responsibility for 
destroying trees in a federal forestry labora- 
tory in Wisconsin. You say the trees were not 
genetically engineered. Why would anyone in 

their right mind believe anything corporations or national governments say at this 
point? Have you not noticed that you have been lied to, over and over again? 
Corporations and their wholly owned governments and news media are now 
habitually lying about ELF actions, consistently pretending that the targets were not 
engaged in practices harmful to the environment. It's the standard line. 

You call the ELF action cowardly. So now environmentalists who risk their lives 
to save the environment are cowardly, but those who run paper-pushing organiza- 
tions are what? Brave? 

I doubt very much anyone is "using vandalism" to make a "point." ELF is 
destroying the things that are being used by corporations and government to 
destroy the Earth. This is called direct action. In my opinion, given how rapidly the 
Earth is being destroyed and how little is being done about it, a lot more direct 
action is needed. 

You say my website "openly advocates the use of vandalism and violence." 
Actually, my website advocates minimizing violence by defending the Earth and 
her biped apes against institutionalized destruction and violence. You work with 
the government of Wisconsin and the US Federal Government, which are both 
violent organizations. They killed more than two million persons in the Philippines 
and more than two million in Vietnam, murdered most of the aboriginal peoples 
on this continent (estimates vary) and continue their murdering ways on a daily 
basis. They are murdering children in Iraq and peasants in Columbia as I write. 

You say "ELF’s methods are both morally reprehensible and damaging to the 
legitimate environmental movement." I presume that means you think you are the 
legitimate environmental movement. Need I comment on such arrogance? 

You say "Stay out of Wisconsin." You don't own Wisconsin, though maybe your 
corporate sponsors think they own most of it. Certainly they own the politicians there, 
or the environment would not be in such trouble. But in reality no one owns the Earth. 

I hate to break the news to you, but it's highly unlikely anyone would go to 
Wisconsin to do the action you described. I believe that if you could poll the people 
of those who live in the artificially constructed legal fiction, called the State of 
Wisconsin, and people could answer without fear, many more people would 
support ELF-style actions than you can imagine. 

Why can't biotechnology food even be labeled as such in this country? Why can 
corporations flood the landscape with Roundup? Are these not acts of violence? If 
a company is doing its best to poison me and the Earth, have I no right to defend 
myself, my community and the Earth? The Third World War is the war against the 
environment by the multinational corporations and their flunky governments. 

I admire the courage of those who do ELF-style actions and wish them well. I hope 
some day you join this struggle to save humanity and the environment. 

— William P. Meyers 
III Publishing 
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Kad'ieal foisironMenfaliSM in Israel conf'mvecl 


continued from page 14 On th( 
and the revolutionaries almost always turn into the next old aylal 
oppressors. We began to feel that in order to repair the year-old 
damage being done to the planet by the war-paradigm, we required 
had to rid ourselves of warlike attitudes. We want not to fight withdraw 
for the Holy Land (as too many people are already doing), but taken on 
to work for the sacred Earth. So, we organize neighborhood 
compost projects, plant urban gardens, lead nature clubs for 
kids, host ecology fairs and permaculture seminars and help 
our community move towards eco-village-ness. We are 
building solar ovens and a water reuse system for an 
organic tofu workshop. We also spend a lot of time just 
trying to get to know the land, since one of the worst 
aspects of the war mentality is destroying something you 
hate and fear because you don't understand it. 

To be honest, we did not choose these activities purely 
out of a desire to be as peaceful as possible. A movement 
has to consist of more i— — — — — — — - 

than two people, and We began to feel that in 
these were the only en- order , „ the d 

vironmental activities ‘ ° 

we have been able to being done to the planet by the 

get anyone in our area war _ parac | j gm> we had to rid ourselves 
interested in. Most pro- r ° 

gressive-minded Israe- of warlike attitudes. We want not to 


than two people, and We began to teel that in 
these were the only en- order , „ the d 

vironmental activities r ° 

we have been able to being done to the planet by 

get anyone in our area war _ parac | j gm) we had to rid 
interested in. Most pro- r . ° . 

gressive-minded Israe- of warlike attitudes. We wai 

hs are tired of conflict, fi g ht for the Holy Land, but to work 
especially after finish- ° ' 

ing the mandatory for the sacred Earth, 
army duty both men 

and women serve, and they aren't so eager to be on the 
"frontlines" of another confrontation. As further witness to 
just how deep the problem is, even limiting ourselves to 
such benign activities hasn't kept us from getting into 
conflicts with people about them. We've had two environ- 
mental education sites bulldozed. Once we cleaned up a 
garbage-filled urban lot and planted a garden with neigh- 
borhood kids, only to have the GLF (Garbage Liberation 
Front), apparently incensed at the imprisonment of trash in 
bins, free the diapers and soda cans to roam about freely 
again. If we had an affinity group interested in blockades we 
probably would have done them. If the affinity group 
eventually comes together as a result of our other activities 
(as we hope it will), we will try to expand our range of tactics, 
but as mudhead kachinas, not warriors. 

Though there is more environmental activism going on 
in other parts of the country, we retreated from the over- 
crowded center to the still-green fringe up north, near 
Israel's borders with Lebanon and Syria. It's cabala- coun- 
try, hilltop cities shrouded in clouds of mysticism, where 
even Woodsy Owl seems radical and progressive. The 
forest closest to our little village is one of the region's most 
diverse, with the typical planted pines and eucalyptus 
interspersed throughout the now rare native horesh of oak, 
cypress, pistachio, sumac and birch, with an understory of 
thorny bushes, climbing plants and outrageous wildflow- 
ers. It is actually called the John Lennon Wood! The story 
behind that is in 1969 John and Yoko sent acorns to all the 
world leaders (as in "fifty acorns tied in a sack..."), includ- 
ing then-prime minister of Israel Golda Meir. 
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On the other side of our village stands a massive 1 000-year- 
old aylah, a type of wild pistachio tree, planted at the 2,000- 
year-old gravesite of Rabbi Tarfon whose saying, "You are not 
required to finish the work, but you are not allowed to 
withdraw yourself from it," inspires us when the task we've 
taken on seems impossible. Like when we discovered that raw 
sewage is being dumped directly into 
the Wadi Amud nature preserve, 
which means directly into the 
Sea of Galilee, which means 
directly into our drinking 
water. Even more so when 
we discovered that our dis- 
covery wasn't news to any- 
one, that everyone knows 
raw sewage is going, not 
only into Wadi Amud, but 
into every wadi flowing into 
the Sea of Galilee. Or as we 
watch a road being gouged 
into the hillside right above Wadi 
lie Amud, and every attempt to protest 

trselves is met wit ^ t * ie refrain, "There's nothing to do 
about it." And each time another bite is taken out 
not to of the John Lennon forest. Like when... well, you 

:o work § et the P oint 

So on we go, seeking out like-minded people 

and trying to work together in a language we're 
still learning and across huge cultural gaps . There 
has been some talk in the Journal about creating community 
within our own ranks. . . a difficult enough task which has yet 
to be achieved. In such a tiny country as Israel, we have 
realized that if there is any hope of doing anything positive 
for the land, we have to create a community with people 
who see the world very differently than we do. 

Being more radical does not necessarily mean being 
more militant, it means overturning the destructive and 
warlike attitudes that are killing the wolves and griffin 
vultures, choking the streams, driving tanks over the 
wildflowers. Being militant may feel empowering and 
righteous as long as we're the underdogs, but what hap- 
pens when we start winning? Do we take the next step, 
continue to up the stakes? Winning through war is ugly. It 
warps the winner. We must win some other way. 

Israel holds a lot of spiritual power for people around the 
world. But it's a living bioregion, habitat and home to 
beautiful plants, animals, streams and forests, and the war 
being waged against the land is as real as the one being 
waged over territory. It is difficult to convince people 
raised in a climate of conflict that it doesn't do any good to 
fight for land which is being destroyed in the process. 
Being a "pacifist" doesn't always have the best name in EF! 
circles, and understandably so, since the word has conno- 
tations of being passive. In Hebrew, on the other hand, the 
word for peace, shalom, comes from the same root as the 
word for "whole." Ridding ourselves of the warlike atti- 
tudes we've all taken from a destructive dominant culture 
will make us more whole, more able to dream the dream 
and keep at the task of protecting the sacred, holy land. 



The Heart of the Ecowarrior continued 


continued from page 15 

In our modern age of centrally organized, militarized police 
forces, our only hope for an effective counterforce is through 
widely dispersed individuals operating under an overarching 
banner. Even the traditional "cell" organization of guerrilla 
opposition is subject to infiltration by the constabulary. 
What is necessary now is a truly anarchist organization, with 
no leaders, no followers and no organizational structure. 

While Earth First! groups and the annual Round River 
Rendezvous may be fun, they necessarily draw attention to 
our unswerving opposition to the dominant paradigm and 
serve as a convenient fishing hole for would-be FBI infor- 
mants, industry sycophants and government toadies. The 
popularity of such gatherings has driven many from the fold, 
preferring instead to conduct their creative field services 
beyond the light of public scrutiny, in the cool enveloping 
darkness of remote locations and stealthy maneuvering. 

While EF! puts on the lively show, blocks the roads and 
timber sales, dances on the capital steps and makes bold 
speeches in highly visible gatherings, we distract attention 
from those who avoid public recognition, who prefer to work 
in anonymity, who treasure the unstructured, unfettered life 
of the solitary activist, who carry the banner and the ideal of 
Earth First! in their hearts but not on their sleeves. 

In effect, Earth First! has two activist arms. The public, 
propaganda arm consists of highly visible, politically pointed 
protests, guerrilla theater, road and equipment lock-downs, 
banner hangings and assorted public protests against corpo- 
rate excess. The actions of this group serve to educate the 
public, bring attention and additional resources to the cause 
and thrust a well-placed middle finger in the face of the 
established authority. These activities are designed to create 
a respite for beleaguered and threatened ecosystems, giving 
those who work within the existing system increased oppor- 


tunities to craft and implement legal impediments to corpo- 
rate hegemony. At the same time, a dispersed minority of EF! 
followers prefer the muted clink of bolt cutters in the night 
air, the slow drip of vital fluids on cooling desert sands, the 
solid thunk of a well placed spike and the cheery glow of 
blazing billboards against the night sky. 

These pleasant evening activities harken back to the mythic 
origins of Earth First! and the ecowarrior tradition. Ned Ludd 
is our patron saint, reminding us that it is not people we 
oppose, but social institutions that oppress human individu- 
als and bring about widespread destmction of the wild. As 
ecowarriors, we have an obligation to ourselves and to our 
fellow activists. Doc Sarvis explained the guiding principles of 
ecotage in Ed Abbey's Hayduke Lives as the code of the 
ecowarrior: 1. No one gets hurt. 2. Don't get caught. 3. If you 
do get caught, you're on your own. 4. The ecowarrior forms 
no network, creates no club or party or organization of any 
kind. 5. The ecowarrior works without recognition or reward. 
6. Keep fit. 7. The ecowarrior does not fight people. S/he fights 
an institution: the Planetary Empire of Growth and Greed. 

This doesn't mean we can't enjoy our gatherings around 
the fire, our naked woo-woo dances, our activist workshops 
and our monthly strategy sessions. Remember that the 
security industry is searching for just these signs of central- 
ized organization to infiltrate, instigate and to incarcerate 
those perceived as the movement leaders. We may know in 
our hearts that we have no leaders, but they must show 
results in order to justify their own oppressive regime. It is 
up to us to deny them any satisfaction at our expense. In our 
activist lives, we choose our strategies, our tactics, our field 
of battle. We cannot afford to discard any of our tools; we 
cannot ignore any effective tactics. We must make use of all 
resources available to oppose the corporate growth maniacs, 
who want only one thing in this world: everything! 
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Matthew Connolly Jr., executive vice president 

The Wilderness Society 
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Kathryn Fuller, president 
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John Adams, executive director 
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continued from page 1 7 

As an activist you have to deny your 
own desires because your political 
activity is defined such that these 
things do not count as "politics." You 
put "politics" in a separate box to the 
rest of your life. Because it is in this 
separate box, "politics" exists 
unhampered by any real-world 
practical considerations of effec- 
tiveness. The activist feels obliged to 
keep plugging away at the same old 
routine unthinkingly, unable to stop 
or consider, the main thing being that 
the activist is kept busy. 

Part of being revolutionary might 
be knowing when to stop and wait. 
It might be important to know how, 
when and when not to strike for 
maximum effectiveness. Activists 
have this "we must do something 
now!" attitude that seems fueled by 
guilt. This is completely untactical. 

The self-sacrifice of the activist is 
mirrored in their power over others 
as an expert — like a religion there is 
a kind of hierarchy of suffering and 
self-righteousness. The activist 
assumes power over others by virtue 
of a greater degree of suffering. The 
activist uses moral coercion and guilt 
to wield power over others less 


experienced in the religion of 
suffering. Their subordina- 
tion of themselves goes hand J 

in hand with their subor- .j 

dination of others — all jr' 

enslaved to "the cause." Self- mmm I ' y 
sacrificing politicos stunt V). 

their own lives and their own * V* 'L 
will to live — this generates a *2** ' 
bitterness and an antipathy to 
life which is then turned 
outwards to wither everything (J 
else. We can see this in our own 
movement. The self-sacrificing 
martyr is offended and outraged 
when he or she sees others that are 
not sacrificing themselves. 

In the old religious cosmology, the 
successful martyr went to heaven. In 
the modern worldview, successful 
martyrs can look forwards to going 
down in history. The greatest self- 
sacrifice, the greatest success in creating 
a role (or even better, in devising a 
whole new one for people to emulate — 
e.g. the ecowarrior) wins a reward in 
history — the bourgeois heaven. 

Isolation 

The activist role is a self-imposed 
isolation from all the people we 
should be connecting to. Taking on 


% 


4ft 


S' 


^ Op y role 

of an activist 
separates you from the rest of the 
human race as someone special and 
different. People tend to think of 
their own first person plural (who 
are you referring to when you say 
"we?") as referring to some com- 
munity of activists, rather than a 
class. For example, for some time 
now in the activist milieu it has been 
popular to argue for "no more single 
issues" and for the importance of 
"making links." However, many 
people's conception of what this 
involved was to make links with other 
activists and other campaign groups, 
voluntarily relegating ourselves to 
the ghetto of good causes. 



Questionnaire for Potential 

Revolutionaries 

1 . Do you think about Revolution: 


4. What special skills would you 
be able to bring to the Revolution? 

a) tenure 

b) hacking (IBM /Mac?) 

c) profound spiritual awareness 

d) awesome boots 


ution do 


a) after 10:01 

b) in cybers] 

c) through e 

d) other 

6. What distr 
would you s 
Revolution? 
a) cash only 


Our activity should be the 
immediate expression of a real 
struggle, not the affirmation of the 
separateness and distinctness of a 
particular group. 

Activism reproduces the structure 
of this society in its operations. This 
is the basis of capitalist social 
relations. Capital is a social relation 
between people mediated by 
things — the basic principle of 
alienation is that we live our lives in 
the service of some thing that we 
ourselves have created. If we 
reproduce this structure in the name 
of politics that declares itself anti- 
capitalist, we have lost before we 
have begun. You cannot fight 
alienation by alienated means. 

Contact the author via SDEF! c/o 
Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton 
BN2 2GY, England. 
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by Crime ThInc. 

It is impossible to avoid hypocrisy in any struggle against 
the status quo. 

Political and economic structures are constructed so that it 
is practically impossible to avoid being implicated in their 
workings. Today, whatever a person thinks of the employment 
opportunities available or of our economic system itself, 
there is almost no choice except to work if you don't want to 
struggle for food or die of an illness due to unaffordable health 
care. If you do not believe in material property, you still have 
no choice but to buy food, clothing and to buy or rent living 

space — for there is 
no free land left 
that has not been 
claimed by some- 
one, almost no 
food or other 
resources anywhere 
that are not some- 
one's "property." 

If people want to 
distribute material 
criticizing the capi- 
talist system of 
production and 
consumption, they 
still have no way to 
produce and dis- 
tribute this material 
without paying to 
produce it, and 
selling it to con- 
sumers to finance 
production. If a 
person does not want to finance the brutal torture and 
slaughter of animals in the name of capitalism, you can 
stop eating meat and dairy products, purchasing health 
products which are tested on animals and wearing leather 
and fur; but there are still animal products in the film for 
cameras, movies, vinyl records and in countless other 
products. The companies you buy vegetables from are most 
likely connected to the companies who make meat and 
dairy products, and these vegetables themselves were 
probably picked by oppressed labor. 

This does not mean that resistance is futile. Indeed, if our 
choices today are so limited that we cannot act without 
replicating the conditions from which we were trying to 
escape, resistance is all the more crucial. 

Besides, demands that we avoid hypocrisy deny the 
complexity of the human soul. The human heart is not 
simple; every human being has a variety of desires which 
pull him or her in different directions. To ask that a human 
being only pursue some of those desires and always ignore 
others is to ask that he or she remain permanently 
unfulfilled... and curious. This is typical of the kind of 
dogmatic, ideological thinking which has afflicted us for 
centuries: It insists that the individual must be loyal to one 


set of rules and only one, rather than doing what is 
appropriate in a particular situation. 

It might well be true that the whole self can only be 
expressed in hypocrisy. Certainly a person needs to formulate 
a general set of guidelines regarding the decisions one will 
make, but to break occasionally from these guidelines will 
prevent stagnation and offer an opportunity to consider 
whether any of the guidelines need re-evaluation. A person 
who is not afraid to be hypocritical from time to time is in 
a great deal less danger of selling out permanently one day, 

It is impossible to avoid hypocrisy in 
any struggle against the status quo. 

because he or she is able to taste the "forbidden fruit" without 
feeling forced to make a permanent choice. This person will 
be immune to the shame and eventual despair that will afflict 
the person who strives for perfect "innocence." 

So be proud of yourself as you are, don't try to get the 
inconsistencies in your soul to match up in a false and forced 
manner or it will only come back to haunt you. Rather than 
holding inflexibly to a set system, let us dare to reject the idea 
that we must be faithful to any particular doctrine in our 
efforts to create a better life for ourselves. Let us not claim to 
be innocent, let us not claim to be pure or right. But let us 
proclaim proudly that we are hypocrites, that we will stop at 
nothing, not even hypocrisy, in our struggle to take control 
of our lives. In this age when it is impossible to avoid being 
a part of the system we strive against, only blatant hypocrisy 
is tmly subversive — for it alone speaks the truth about our 
hearts, and it alone can show just how difficult it is to avoid 
living the modern life which has been prepared for us. 

The thing is to act, to act joyously, not to accept that we are 
helpless to effect change, even if we really are. For if we seek 
to resist the roles and lives set forward for us, if we fight a 
spirited fight against the forces that would keep us in despair, 
if we dare to act on our own and to act passionately and 
joyously, then that is in itself the revolution we seek. 



For years, some EFlers insisted on hauling chemical toilets into 
wilderness areas during the Round River Rendezvous. 



Life is full of contradictions, there's no denying it. 
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continued from page 18 

The slogan Earth First! is quite bril- 
liant, because it expresses what 
everyone's priority should be. Large 
numbers of people were inspired by this 
slogan to come forward and make per- 
sonal sacrifices for non-human life 
forms. But people can make contribu- 
tions to the defense of biodiversity, wild- 
life or wilderness, and yet not be theo- 
retically aware. In general (there are 
some exceptions), the Earth First! Jour- 
nal does not pay much attention to 
theoretical issues within deep ecology, 
what the actual spectrum of positions 
are and what this means for the direc- 
tion of a revolutionary movement 
against industrial civilization. 

The article by Daktari, "Ecocentric 
Anarchy," has a microscopic analysis 
focused on the Journal. It does not deal 
with any of the larger issues or produce 
the evidence for why eco-anarchism is 
necessary for an "ecotopian society." I 
do not believe it to be true that the 
radical environmentalism of Earth 
Firstlers is based upon their alleged 
anarchist beliefs. Anarchist ideas are 
mainly an add-on. 

There was an extended and lively 
critical discussion on anarchy during 
1986-87 in the Journal, involving a 
number of writers and letters to the 
editor. One important focus of 
discussion was whether or not there was 


a necessity for a state to combat 
ecological destruction and social disorder 
(i.e. to protect humans), versus the 
anarchist dissent from such a position. 
Dave Foreman and John Davis were 
then with the paper, and theoretical 
discussions played a large role in the EF! 
Journal. Today a simplified anarchy is 
promoted as a fait accompli. 

The Journal has shown little interest in 
examining what a left position within 
deep ecology entails and what its 
contradictions are. The theoretical fusion 
that Judi Bari was engaged in, for 
example, has not been seriously 
examined. Similarly for the work done 
by left biocentrists. The work of people 
like Andre w McLaughlin, Richard Sylvan 
and Rudolf Bahro is unknown to most 
EF!ers. Instead of such a theoretical 
discussion, there has been a persistent 
flirtation with social ecology and 
anarchism, as if this would solve the 
non-ecological questions. Coalitions 
with others are fine only if the defense 
of the natural world remains the first 
priority. Deep ecology has to work out 
its own trajectory, not just "add on" 
anarchism or social ecology. Even in 
adding on anarchism, while there is 
much to admire in it, there are many 
contradictions which a serious, 
ecocentric revolutionary movement 
needs to examine. Just as there is a 
spectrum of positions within deep 



Anarchy in the USA: Folks on the street in 
struggle for a green future. 


ecology, the same is true for anarchism. 

The theoretical tendency which is 
undermining EF! can be called "social 
environmentalism." Essentially, social 
justice is upheld above environmental 
justice. Social ecology, anarchist and 
eco-feminist beliefs feed this position. 
Negative language is used to promote 
social environmentalism, e.g. "white," 
"privilege, " "white male, ” likely to soften 
up ecocentric activists and make them 
feel guilty about something they cannot 
change, that is, their social origins. This 
is a psychological ploy to put ecocentric 
activists on the defensive and make 
them uncritical of social environ- 
mentalism. With social environmen- 
talism, aboriginal interests are prioritized 
above wildlife and wilderness/park/old- 
growth interests. 

Of course, human social interests are 
important, but they must be secondary 
to Earth preservation. My position on 
the events leading up to the eventual 
split in EF!, which resulted in Foreman, 
Davis and quite a number of others 
disassociating themselves from the 
Journal, is given in a 1990 letter "Points 
of Consideration re: the Earth First! 
Debate. " I did not see this as the triumph 
of anarchism in the EF! Journal as does 
Daktari. I said that social justice was 
only possible in a context of ecological 
| justice, that the US was the contem- 
a porary imperial world power and "what 
| this means for the soul and practice of 
K EF! has to be a major concern, not 
dismissed as leftist anthropocentrism. " 
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What should be the belief system of 
radical deep ecology supporters? My 
limited examination of anarchism has 
made me much more sympathetic than 
when I started out. Yet the anarchism I 
am supportive of is collectivist, not based 
on the supremacy of the individual. 

Left biocentrism has been influenced 
by two thinkers who have been 
described as anarchists: Richard Sylvan 
and Rudolf Bahro. Therefore left 
biocentrism (and by extension deep 
ecology) needs to see anarchism as 
contributing to its theoretical explor- 
ation. Support for anarchism should 
be considered a non-antagonistic 
contradiction among left biocentrists. 

Some of the contradictions within 
anarchism have been pointed out. 
There is a friendly, but substantive 
critique from our side of the barricades. 
I do not believe we can say with 
certainty what the new organizational 
forms need to be for the future post- 


industrial Earth-centered society, or 
that anarchism mimics in some way 
how the natural world is organized. 
There is also the baggage that 
anarchism carries, both among the 
non-anarchist left and the public at 
large, where anarchy is mistakenly 
equated with chaos and disorder. 

I do think we have to treat the existing 
institutions with disdain and work to 
create alternative structures within 
industrial society. Anarchist thinking 
contributes to this. Anarchism also 
helps us understand that we cannot 
fundamentally change the state by 
marching through its institutions. The 
green electoral road is therefore a cul 
de sac. Deep ecopolitics need to be 
entirely different from existing green 
electoral reformism. 

State-organized societies, whatever 
their economic configurations, do not 
seem to be ecologically sustainable in 
the long term. Anarchism helps us see 


this. Yet for left biocentrists, it is a class- 
influenced industrial society which is 
the main target of our organizing. 

We do need to remember that political 
categories like the "market" and "state" 
are not tied to any particular economic 
formation such as capitalism. Richard 
Sylvan spoke of supporting "regulated 
markets without capitalism." It is the 
increasing high-speed complexity of 
current industrialized societies, with 
their global inter-linkages and the 
globalization of capital, which suggest 
that a single-minded anarchist focus on 
opposition to the state belongs to the past. 

I believe that anarchism should be 
part of the "left" in left biocentrism. 

An uncondensed version of this article, 
"My Path to Left Biocentrism: Part V — 
Deep Ecology and Anarchism," is 
available from Green Web, RR #3, 
Saltsprings, Nova Scotia, BOK IPO, 
Canada; greenweb@fox.nstn.ca; 
fox .nstn. ca/~ green web. 


\et More Letters... 

continued from page 35 

Dear EF, 

In regards to the activities of ELF, I figure it was 
inevitable that such a thing would evolve. Coming 

under the jurisdiction of "those that can't stop themselves 

must be stopped." Perhaps not, but its certainly worth a 

try! What they got that i don't have is raw courage and 

youth. And that goes for ALF too, maybe even more so. 

since ya can't just bum down a lab, or fur farm full of 

critters, tho l suspect that act in itself would be more 

humane. There's that word again! Conjures up the scene 

at the end ot the movie "Saving Private Ryan" as ( Apt. 

Hanks was laying on the ground telling the guy they all 
died for in. saving, "Earn this.” Yeah, that world "humane" 
needs some work! 

—Com E. Mason 

Dear SPB, 

Thank you for inspiring me! Its groups like yours and 
Earth Liberation Front that have advanced the 
conservative movement in America! People are suffering 
and dying all over the world and all you sick fuckers can 
do is whine and cry about animals and plant life. No 
wonder our people are hated all over the world! I have 
started my own club! 1 1 has only 4 members n ow, but we 

are starting recruitment soon. To be a member you have 

to promise to dump 1 quart of oil per week in a stream, 
river or storm drain. Once per month we travel to any 
national park and dump weed killer on the protected 
plant life. Every three months we meet and see who has 
killed the most endangered species. The winner gets a 
$500 bonus! Write back if you'd like to join our club! 

— B. KAUfMAN <ARNIEK@iNREACH.COM> 

President of CARE (CAtiroRNtANs Against 
Radical F.nvironmevi aljsm) 
P.S. If you stop your activities, so will we! 



Dear EF! Journal Collective, 

Upon reading the Litha issue, I couldn't 
believe that you didn't include me in your staff 
photo! After all the time I spend in your office, 
after all the fun games of catch and "bark at the 
new person coming through the door," how 
could you insult me like this? Some members 
of your editorial clique (who shall remain 
unidentified) need to examine whether they 
are truly biocentric thinkers, or just speciesist 
human nincompoops. 

Love and rage, 

— Ellen 
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Clinton’s Roadless Policy: Pact or Fraud? 


by Denise Boggs 

The sad truth about former President 
Bill Clinton's roadless policy is not that it 
protects too much, but that it protects 
too little. Despite media rhetoric, west- 
ern lawmakers and the beneficiaries of 
corporate welfare (logging, grazing and 
mining industries), the Roadless Area 
Conservation Policy doesn't ban road 
building. Conservation policy provides 
numerous justifications for con- 
tinued logging and permits 
m o torized recreation, mining, oil and 
gas drilling, grazing and other prac- 
tices that are inconsistent with the 
public's perception that these 
roadless areas have been protected. 

So why did the environmental 
community settle for this incredible 
loss while simultaneously hailing it 
as a major victory? The answer lies in 
the vast difference between local, 
grassroots environmental groups and 
big-money national organizations. 
Many of the large national environmen- 
tal groups are obsessed with acquiring 
and retaining political power and influ- 
ence. They fail to hold the line for genu- 
ine environmental protection for fear of 
alienating the real power brokers: politi- 
cians and corporate campaign con- 
tributions. The result is deal cutting, 
compromise and the fettering away of 
the nation's last wild places. Environ- 
mentalists are often labeled "extremists," 
yet we are fighting for the last two per- 


cent of our native forests. The other 98 
percent has already been logged. Who 
exactly is the extremist? And why are the 
national groups so quick to barter away 
that last two percent? 

The distinction between the 
grassroots and national organizations 
is critical to understanding why so 
little real environmental protection 
has occurred in the past 20 years. 
Many in the grassroots community 


believe the Roadless Area Conservation 
Policy was a ruse to help get A1 Gore 
elected, and several people working on 
the Heritage Forest Campaign were count- 
ing on a job in a Gore administration. 

It is unconscionable that self-pro- 
claimed environmental advocates would 
pander to politicians and big money at 
the expense of the environment, but 
that is exactly what happened with the 
Roadless Area Conservation Policy. Ac- 
cording to the Republican polling firm 


American Viewpoint, most Americans 
want to ban all logging, mining, off- 
road vehicle use and other destructive 
activities from unspoiled areas in our 
national forests. American Viewpoint 
found 76 percent of voters nationally 
favor that goal, with only 19 percent 
opposed. The poll found support held 
across geographic regions with 80 per- 
cent support in the East, 73 percent in 
the South, 78 percent in the Midwest 
and 72 percent in the West. 

What the national organizations 
settled for is not what many of the 
grassroots groups or the American 
people asked for. The very sad truth 
is that our roadless areas have not 
been protected from anything. 

The Heritage Forest Campaign was 
a failure that left grassroots forest 
activists worse off than before. 
Frankly, our work has become more 
difficult under the conservation 
policy because it gives the Forest 
Service carte blanche to enter roadless 
areas under the "exceptions" and "modi- 
fications" included in it, and the public 
has the perception that roadless areas 
have been protected. It is a great disser- 
vice to us all to declare victory where 
none exists. There is a monumental 
difference between a paper victory 
that will allow untold environmen- 
tal degradation to continue and a 
substantive victory that protects the 
integrity of the land and life con- 
tained therein. 





Golfers Love Uranium Drivers 

A once-secret metal used to penetrate 
enemy armor is helping golfers hit very 
long shots. The metal — a combination of 
ceramic, tungsten and four other materi- 
als — was "necessary" because steel and 
titanium are too soft to pierce modern- 
day armor. An ex-navy engineer working 
with a small golf company in Connecti- 
cut, NGC Golf, has applied the metal to 
the face of a driver, and some golfers are 
hitting shots so far they have to use the 
three-wood on a par four to avoid 
over-hitting the green. 

"Twenty-three years in the business, 
and I have never seen shots hit so far. This 
new Armor Pierce Metal clobbers balls like 


a battering ram. There is virtually no loss 
of energy at impact. All the juice goes 
into the ball. At high-club speeds, it can 
actually break balls! And it's easy to 
control," stated a news story published 
by the Gannet news empire. 

When NGC Golf was asked if the 
metal in question was depleted ura- 
nium, the receptionist insured that it 
was, as if there were cause for worry. 
Didn't it concern her that her com- 
pany was selling nuclear waste? Not at 
all. For more information, contact 
(800) 285-3900; www.ngcgolf.com. 

Farmers Flock to Block Burps 

Australian farmers are signing up 


their livestock to take part in a proposed 
methane vaccine program. "Methane 
is a very potent greenhouse gas — around 
21 times more potent in greenhouse 
terms than carbon dioxide, " said Dr. Rob 
Kelly of CSIRO Livestock Industries. He 
continued, "Sheep and cattle produce 
significant amounts of this gas as part 
of their normal digestive process, pro- 
ducing around 14 percent of Australia's 
total greenhouse emissions."Thecom- 
mercial vaccine is expected to reduce 
methane emissions by 20 percent or a 
"total saving equivalent to that which 
would result from a reduction of 300,000 
tonnes in carbon dioxide." The hope 
is to have one million cattle and 
two million sheep available for vacci- 
nation ever> 7 year starting in 2005. 
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BY WARCRY 

Terrorist (adjective or noun): The 
systematic use of terror especially as a 
means of coercion; characteristic of 
someone who employs terrorism as a 
political weapon. 

j Only weeks before Timothy 
McVeigh's execution (which he re- 
ferred to as "state-assisted suicide"), I 
wrote him a letter titled "Truth and 
Execution Strategy." I had read an 
essay McVeigh wrote in 1998, which 
discussed the legacy of brutality in US 
foreign policy as well as the double 
standards in society, which enabled 
and even applauded such aggression. 

Remember Dresden? How about 
Hanoi? Tripoli? Baghdad? What about 
the big ones — Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki? At these two locations, the 
US killed at least 150,000 non-com- 
batants in the blink of an eye. Thou- 
sands more took hours, days, weeks 
or months to die. (T. McVeigh, June 
1998, Media Bypass magazine) 

Being a student of International Re- 
lations, I knew McVeigh was pointing 
out the obvious. He had an accurate 
analysis of US capacity to inflict dam- 
age on a vastly more devastating scale 
than most other nations. As the world's 
pre-eminent superpower, this nation 
has the most advanced weaponry and 
has repeatedly demonstrated a will- 
ingness to use it indiscriminately. 


I asked McVeigh if he would be 
willing to extend a similar acknowl- 
edgment to the "non-combatants" 
he killed in Oklahoma City. In my 
letter, I pointed out the contradic- 
tion of hating the government, and 
yet mirroring its disregard for hu- 
man life. Whether we like it or not, 
McVeigh's "propaganda of the deed" 
set a historical precedent. A clarifi- 
cation from him recognizing the 
wrong of targeting civilians might 
prevent would be imitators from 
taking lives in the future. Further- 
more, the state consolidated its de- 
fenses as a result of Oklahoma City 
and only grew stronger. After the 
bombing, the government passed 
reams of anti-terrorist legislation. 

At his sentencing, McVeigh quoted 
US Supreme Court Justice Louis D. 
Brandeis, "Our government is the po- 
tent, the omnipresent teacher. For 
good or ill, it teaches the whole people 
by its example." I wrote McVeigh 
that, "Napalm and nuclear weapons 
are pretty good examples of what the 
government teaches. Your use of the 
phrases — body count, collateral dam- 
age, etc. in your interviews, indicate 



exactly which lessons you've learned. 
We put the Germans on trial in 
Nuremberg after World War II, but 
who put the US on trial for the five 
million people killed in Southeast Asia, 
or the millions of Native Americans 
and Africans that were killed here? 
This continent was soaked in blood 
long before you came along, Tim." He 
responded to me by saying, "I, in fact, 
agree with your observations." 

Aside from US bombing victims, more 
than a million people have been killed 
in Iraq as a result of the US sanctions 
alone, according to a 1996 UNICEF re- 
port. Former Secretary of State Madeleine 
Alright, when questioned in a 60 min- 
utes interview specifically about the dy- 
ing Iraqi children, responded "we think 
the price is worth it." 

Do people think that government 
workers in Iraq are any less human 
than those in Oklahoma City? That 
Iraqis don't have families who will 
grieve and mourn the loss of their 
loved ones? Do people come to be- 
continued on next page 
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lieve that the killing of foreigners is 
somehow different than the killing of 
Americans? (T. McVeigh, June 1998, 
Media Bypass magazine) 

When I mention that Tim McVeigh 
wrote to me, people sometimes act of- 
fended. Would they be equally repelled 
if Henry Kissinger or Madeline Albright 
had written to me instead? Both of 
whom are responsible for a far greater 
"body count" than McVeigh. Some dis- 
miss McVeigh's critique, because he had 
been linked to white supremacist groups. 
I've never heard McVeigh advocate rac- 
ist ideas, however I have heard him 
discuss government misconduct at 
length. I can only conclude that the 
former is far less important to him than 
the latter. My purpose is not to excuse 
anything about McVeigh — but rather, 
to put his terrorism into a useful per- 
spective for social analysis. c . 

This country condemned McVeigh 
and cut him off like a cancer without 
recognizing that the whole body poli- 
tic was diseased. If McVeigh was a 
monster, it's because this system needs, 
and creates monsters. We know he was 
responsible for tremendous horror in 
Oklahoma City, but who is responsible 
for Timothy McVeigh? 

"I wanted to see more of the 
world. I had never really gotten out 
of my hometown. I fell for the sales 
slogans: "Be all you can be" and, 
"We do more before nine o'clock 
than most people do in a day." I 
said, alright, let's try it." (McVeigh 
interview with Time magazine) 
McVeigh was a decorated veteran 
of the Persian Gulf War, which he 
referred to "as getting medals for 


We put flic Germans on tvial in JVMncmbcng 
oftei 4 Wo** Id War II, but wKo put tKc WS on trial 
for tKe five million people killed in SowtKeast 
Asia; or the millions of ^Motive Americans and 
Africans that were killed here? 


killing people." As a soldier, he rec- 
ognized Waco as an act of war on 
the American people, and he re- 
acted the way he was trained to, 
violently. When I had read that he 
was submitting the poem Invictus 
by William Henley as his final state- 
ment, I wrote saying that "such a 
dramatic exit wasn't going to be 
enough." I encouraged McVeigh to 
use the attention around his execu- 
tion to attack US foreign policy and 
the massive social hypocrisies that 
legitimize government criminality. 
I didn’t want McVeigh to squander 
the world's attention with a melo- 
dramatic poem that according to 
USA today, "rebellious teenagers 
give to their parents." I suggested 
.that he "highlight the actions of 
the most powerful terrorist on the 
block, by contextualizing his atroc- 
ity with those committed by the 
state." In my response to his letter, 
I described to McVeigh a short anti- 
war punk rock music video I had 
just completed which uses Vietnam 
war era footage. It is a gruesome but 
truthful history lesson for the kids 
who would see it. 

No matter what Mcveigh said, his 
words would be overwhelmed by the 
bloodiness of his actions. Maybe that's 


why he chose to say nothing. The day 
McVeigh died, I received an envelope 
from him in the afternoon mail. In his 
final hours, he had forwarded to me a 
letter from a 77 year-old man who 
wanted to start an anti-war group in 
Arizona called "War No More" and 
wanted McVeigh to describe his experi- 
ences as a soldier in the hopes of teach- 
ing school kids about the consequences 
of war. Enclosed with the letter was the 
famous photo of the little Vietnamese 
girl who had been napalmed and was 
running down a road with her brother — 
their faces full of agony. Exactly what 
my video was about. Maybe my video 
could be of use. Why did he fail to assert 
the issues and criticisms he raised in his 
essays and interviews in front of an 
attentive world? What the hell can I do 
about it now? I was really disappointed 
that he hadn't said anything useful about 
this entire tragedy. What a waste of 168 
lives and now 169. 

That evening, Tom Brokaw referred 
to the execution as "McVeigh's twisted 
legacy" and encouraged viewers to 
"keep faith in the law. " President Bush 
addressed the matter as "concluded." 
The only follow up reporting was on 
the tumultuous feelings of the bomb- 
ing survivors, and details such as 
McVeigh's last meal and how quickly 
the lethal injection worked. 



Terre Haute, Indiana, where McVeigh 
died, is French for "high ground" — 
ironic in a situation where no moral 
high ground is available for this na- 
tion. McVeigh's last words to me were, 
"Most foreigners hate Americans for 
the exact reasons most Americans have 
said they loathe me. Think about it." 

The only thing out of the ordinary 
about Tim McVeigh was that he 
launched an act of pure tactical ag- 
gression on US soil. McVeigh was a 
terrorist because he used terror for 
political ends, but by that definition, 
he's hardly the only one. 

All those here share a single penalty for 
the same fault. He said no more. 

Inferno VI/Dante 
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Ecodefense 

•Jeremiah Rush Bowen #108016, DCC, 1140 E. 10 Road, 
Delta, CO 81416. Serving two yeaTs- for the attempted 
arson of a townhouse in Boulder, Colorado, in the summer 
of 2000. 

•Jeffrey Luers (a.k.a. Free) #13797671, 82911 Beach Access 
Rd, Umatilla, OR 97882. Recently sentenced to 22 years for 
11 charges relating to two arsons in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Craig Marshall (a.k.a. Critter) #13797662, '2605 State 
St, Salem, OR 97310. Serving a five and a half year 
sentenced for conspiracy to commit arson and possession 
of unlawful devices. 

•Ted Kaczynski #04475-046, US Pen-Admin Max Facil- 
ity, POB 8500, Florence, CO 812 

•Helen Woodson #0323 1 -045, FMC Carswell, POB 271 37 


:il- me 
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Anti-capitalist 

*|c&>ert Lee Thaxtdn #12112716, OSP, 2605 State 
Street, Salem, OR 97310. Rob threw a rock at a cop in 
self-defense at the 1999 Eugene J18 RTS and received a 
severe seven year sentence as part of a "mandatory 
minimum." He was recently moved back to this address 
for unknown reasons. 

•Michael Collins 1R6303, HMP Elmley, Church Road, 
Eastchurch, Sheerness, Kent, ME 12 4AY, England. Two 
years to a number of charges including affray and arson. 

•Garfield Marcus Gabbard FT9062, HMP Camp Hill, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, P030 5PD, England. Serving 18 
months for allegedly setting fire to a police van during the 


yws to a number ol 
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Admin Max Unit, Fort Worth, TX 76127. Serving 27 years Indigenous 
for robbing a bank and then setting the money on fire «Eric Wildcat 


oney on fire 

whjft reading out a statement denouncing greed, capital- 
ism and the destruction of the environment. 

•Lee Himlin EX7748, HMP Perry Road, Sherwood, 
Nottingham, N65 3AG, England. On remand for criminal 
damage to quarrying equipment at the Nine Ladies quarry. 

•Nikos Maziotis, c/o Dafni Vaganou, Ozortz 3, 10689 
Athens, Greece. Serving five years for bombing the Greek 
Ministry of Industry in solidarity with the residents of 


Ministry of Industry in soli 


tempts by 


reside) 
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. Mastroiierto, Via Ferrerinoli 
o, Italy. Serving six years and 
abotaging a rail line construc- 


Strymonikos Bayoppo 
build a factory there. 

•Silvano Pellissero, 
#2, Sanponso, 10080 1 
eight months for allegi 
tion site in the Norther 
Spanish and Italian (n 


Animal Liberation 

•Mel Broughton DJ8 
Molyneaux Avenue, Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, 
HP3 0NZ, England. Serving four years for conspiracy 
to cause explosions. 

•Barry Horne VC2141, HMP Belmarsh, West 
Thamesmead, London SE28 0£B, England. Serving 18years 
for various anti-vivisection arsons and attempted arsons. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, HMP Dedford, MK40 1HG, England. 
On remand for allegedly causing grievous bodily harm to 
the managing director of Huntingdon Life Sciences. 


Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall #BL-5355, Unit I/A 10745 Route 18, 
Albion, PA 16475-0002. Serving 35-75 years for helping 
ship arms to Central American resisters. 

, ‘Leonard Peltier #89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048. An American Indian Movement (AIM) activist, 
serving two life ;!pM4f#es -alter having been framed for the 
murder of two FBI agents. 

•Robert Wilsbn (a.k.a. Standing Deer) #640289, Estelle 
Prison Pack, 264 EM 3478, Huntsville, TX 77869. In 1978, 
Standing Deer exposed a government plot to assasinate 
Leonard Peltier. His reward was life in prison. 

•Lenny Chavez, POB 28703, Oakland, CA 94694. An 
AIM activist who defended himself and his family from an 
armed racist! Lenny disarmed his attacker by stabbing him 
with a penknife and was jailed for attempted murder. 

Ggjjifc. . 'j 

Debbie Simms Africa (006307), Janet Holloway Africa 
6308), Janifie Philips Africa (006309), SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, 
PA 16403-1238. 

•Michael Davis Africa (/VM4973), Charles Simms Af- 
rica (AM4975) r SCI;%ateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244#*"* 

•Edward Goodman Africa (AM4974), SCI Camp Hill, PA 

17011-0200. 

•William Philips Africa (AM4984), Delbert Orr Africa 
(AM4985), SCI Dallas Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 


(AM4974), SCI Camp Hill, PA 


Prisoner Support Groups 


•Bloomington DefenseCommittee, POB 3503, Bloomington, *LeonardPeltier Defense Committee, POB 583, Lawrence, 

IN 47402; (812) 333-0173; defensecommittee@yahoo.com. KS 66044; (913) 842-5774. 

•Santa Cruz 2 Defense Fund, POB 917, Santa Cruz, CA ‘Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Network, 818 SW 3rd Ave, 
95060; railpirate@apexmall.com. PMB 354, Portland, OR 97204; aplan@tao.ca. 

•Free and Critter Support Committee, 454 Willamette ‘North American Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Net- 
St Ste 205, Eugene, OR 97401; (541) 3^3*8548; work, POBgL1331, Eugene, OR974.40; naelpsn@yahoo.com. 
www.efn.org/~eugpeace/freecritter. / ^ | ‘Friends of MOVE, POB19709, Philadelphia, PA19143. 

•Connor Cash Support, c/o ADL, POB 1117, Huntington, « 1 «UK Earfii iiberatidn Prisoners Support Network, Leeds, 
NY 11743; (631) 340-4708; freeconnorcash@yahoo.com. LSf 3HB, England; www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 
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Prisoner Support: They Are in There for Us 





Corporate Campaigning 
Forest Action Camp 
and 13 th Annual Rainforest 
Action Network Chautauqua 

August 11-18, Sonoma County, CA 

Sponsored by Rainforest Action Network , 
Ruckus Society and Forest Ethics: 

Workshops and discussion panels will 
include: Blockades, Legal Training, Non- 
Violence, Media, Art in Action, Campaign 
Strategy, Recruitment, Grassroots Organ- 
izing, Globalization, Markets Campaign 
History, Forestry Certification, Labor, 
Temperate Rainforests, Southern Forests, 
Public Lands, Paper industry, Tropical 
Rainforests, Opposition (Wise Use, COIN- 
TELPRO), Alternative Products and 
Chaileng-ing White Supremacy. 

We are asking $5 - $20 per day, but no 
one turned away for lack of funds. Food 
provided, but bring camping equipment. 

Register online at: www.ran.org/cliautauqua 
orcaU1800.989.RAIN 


Tjgjafc gf orm 

CommbTTs Day 

A CALL to end the "celebration of 500 years of 
genocide, environmental destruction and 
globalization from above." 

Seattle, DC, Philadelphia, LA, Prague, Quebec. 

The fight against globalization will make it's next 
stop in Denver, Colorado, October 8, 2001. 


The American Indian Movement (AIM) of Colorado and allies 
shutdown the "celebration" of Columbus where it began — in 
Colorado — in 1992, on the quincentenary. This year, AIM and 
allies will present a massive, vigorous opposition to the parade. 
What began more than 500 years ago with Columbus — geno- 
cide of indigenous peoples, exploitation of their land and 
resources, destruction of the natural environment, all in the 
name of profit — continues today, and has reached its logical 
culmination in the current "free trade" regime represented by 
the WTO, World Bank, IMF, NAFTA and the proposed Free 
Trade of the Americas (FTAA). 


Reclaim the Streets of Denver! Join us to confront 
the parade, end this symbol of racism and geno- 
cide, and transform Columbus Day into a symbol 
of cultural diversity and globalization from below. 

For more information, go to: 

transformcolumbusday.org 


Permanent ^wtowomoi 


c^euce 


August 31 -September 3, 2001, Labor Day Weekend, Louisville, Kentucky 
PAZ Conference, POB 4964, Louisville, KY 40204 
www.infoshop.org/paz/index.html 

What is a PAZ? We offer these definitions: 


An autonomous collectively-run community center, a community living space (communes, squats, self-sustaining 
villages and treehouses), independent and/or free schools, self-education centers, a community garden or greenspace 
and efforts to preserve nature. A non-authoritarian news organization, publisher, low power or pirate station, infos- 
hop, Internet service provider or other nonprofit group that provides a service to the community Collectively-run 
organizations or networks that promote non-hierarchical principles and localized autonomy. Any continuous space, 
group, co-op, or individual effort accessible to a community that is founded on anti-authoritarian principles and 
autonomy within an egalitarian community. A PAZ is not controlled by the government or a religion. 

*** ABOUT THE CONFERENCE *** This is the first annual conference about Permanent Autonomous Zones. It aims 
to promote the institutions we are creating which provide alternatives to those controlled by government or profit- 
motivated forces. 

Questions this conference will pose include: What kinds of PAZes exist right now? How do we begin a new PAZ or 
improve an old one? Where do we get the startup funds? How do we structure it? What can we do to increase mem- 
bership and attract more reliable members? How do we overcome the unique problems encountered by organizations 
that are collectively-run, such as making sure all members of the community (women, people of color, etc.) have an 
equal voice? How can we ensure that responsibility won't fall onto one or two "leaders?" How can we ensure that our 
organizations will have the independence and strength to continue after we do? 
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Los Angeles 

From the individuals that brought you the West Coast Food Not Bombs Gat 

Artarchht Conference, we present: 

I'll! IUJMAN, I \kltf AND AMMAl 1 .111 1' RATION GATHERING. Wort 
music, theatrical play, & more... 

Alternative Gathering Collective, POB 17546, Loj 


August 17-19 


agcollective# 


f Gollectiv 

isinfo.net 

chosen to repre 


; www.geoci 
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:ities. 


eles, CA 9001 

lealgathering/ 


of this gathering was chosen to represent all the various aspects of our collective strug^ 

le are struggling for a world where humans are truly liberated and free from all forms of oppression and 
domination. To achieve this ultimate goal, we wish to build solidarity, with various groups who are working towards 
a vision of a free society, in order to build these bonds of solidarity many different groups will be present at the g 
ering including groups concerned with: anti-police brutality struggle, women’s empowerment, gay and les 
rights, indigenous rights issues, political prisoner support, workers rights and many more. Earth: The struggle to prt 
serve what is left of our natural environment is a very important part of the struggle for Human liberation, for with- 
out a healthy Earth, human existence will be impossible. Ecological Armageddon is quickly approaching and we 
must fight with ail our collective power to prevent this from occurring. From the skies filled with breath choking 
smog, to the clearcutting of the northwestern forests, to the pollution of our water, to the genetic en 
foods, we have a lot of work to do. At the gathering, many groups who are concerned with these is 
ent to share their knowledge and discuss various means of struggle that wifl empower us all to tak 


; stop the raping of the Earth. 

If Animal: And let's not forget that humans are not the only life form on this Earth. We share 
millions of animals that deserve to live free from exploitation and domination just as humans 
ing we will discuss ways in which we can live our lives without the exploitation of anim; ~ 
ent to provide information about the meat industry, health issues concerning meat c 
gle against vivisection. : , 

Many different groups will be present at the Human, Earth and Animal Liberatio 
bond of solidarity amongst a wide range of groups struggling for similar ends. This met 
ing and sharing information at the gathering will have the ultimate goal of th 
and the healing of the planet. We do not wish to work with sectarian or au 
groups with sexist, homophobic, racist or other authoritarian tendencies. 

Bands: There will be live bands each night of the gathering. If y< 
gathering please contact us ASAP. 

Housing/Transportation: Limited housing will be available for people from out ot town 
advance if you need housing. Locals who want to volunteer for car pools, pic 
train station, or who have places where they can house people, please contact 
Workshops: it you would like to do a workshop at the gathering please contact us as soon as you can and let us 
know. Anyone who wants to set up a table should also contact us ahead of time as space will be limited. 


ease contdi l us m 


REdesiqiMiNq Life? The Worldwide Challenge to Genetic Engineering 

Brian Tokar, editor of the recently published anthology Redesigning Life? will be on tour starting this Fall to pro- 
mote this important new examination of the worldwide challenge to genetic engineering. 

Redesigning Life? offers the most comprehensive study to date of the hidden hazards of the new genetic tech- 
nologies and the emergence of worldwide resistance. Twenty-six international critics offer their analyses of the 
issues, the social and ethical implications and the stories that lie behind the headlines that have brought genet- 
ic engineering to the forefront of public controversy. 

If you are interested in hosting a talk as part of this tour, please visit our website, email or call for additional infor- 
mation. If you would like to arrange a public talk as part of this tour, please confirm your interest as soon as possible. 
Social Ecology Speakers Bureau: Tel/ Fax: (514) 421-3515 
speak@social-ecology.org; www.social-ecology.org/speak 
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How bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 

. . . and get some free music too ! 


Subscriber Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone Country 

Email O Check for a free merchandise catalog 



Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 
O $40 First Class 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


O $40 Surface Mail, International 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 


$_ 


DONATION 


O Check here for a free "Keep it Wild!" EF! Music compilation tape with 
your subscription to the Earth First! Journal 




WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T 
CHANGE THE WORLD? 

Check out E/The Environmental 
Magazine and learn how you can 
make a difference in your world! 

W hether you want to simply “green up” you own 
personal lifestyle-or join in efforts to clean up 
oceans, save wildlife, or eliminate pesticides from our 
food-£ will inform and inspire you six times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and 
the impacts of growing population-all with contact information so you can 
plug into efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E’s “Green Living” departments 
will provide you with loads of information and ideas for living more in 
harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

-Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY/ 


f—jT E trial issue of E/The Environmental Magazine. If I like 

| w | YCS f° r one y ear 

$19.95. If not, I’ll just return the subscription invoice 
marked “cancel” and return it to you. The FREE issue is mine to keep with 
no cost or obligation to me. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


PU 

w 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

^ For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-8572 or Visit Our Website at www.emagazine.com ^ 


Support the 

Earth First! Journal with 
every long distance call 
you make. 


EarthPhone 


Sign up for C.A. Affinity Long Distance and get 
top-quality service, competitive rates and the 
satisfaction of knowing that 5% of your bill goes 
to the Earth First! Journal each month. 

Sign up online: 

www.progressiveportal.org/affinity 

or contact Steve Freedkin at (510) 644-2778 or 
Steve@InternetAddress.com; call C.A. Affinity 
directly at (800) 670-0008 and give these codes 
to credit Earth First! Journal. 

Org #671050-000 Rep # 141-0142-85 
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Searching for a Spiritual Missing Link 

NEW! • 298 pages • 5”x8” • $14 + $5 s/h ♦ ISBN 0964425858 

Why would one species on Earth undermine its own life support systems? What deficiency in 
human consciousness forces us to over-consume and pollute? Scientists predict a global ecological 
collapse within 40 years. Dick and Shrub don't care. Does anyone? 

What they're saying about Balance point: 

Today’s Librarian : “An engaging and enlightening book - as well as a disturbing warning to us all. " 
Napra Review : "This intriguing story of a search for something so mysterious that the main character 
I — <np — - doesn't even know what it is, or how to recognize if if he finds it, touches on spirituality, science, 
jwJ? mathematics, and economics.” The Compendium Newsletter : “The reader is drawn into the amazing and 
wT powerful adventure of the author as he travels throughout the world in search for answers." 

Joseph Jenkins’ first two titles, the Humanure Handbook and the Slate Roof Bible, have been recognized at the 
1998 and 2001 Three Rivers Environmental Awards, the 2000 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Awards, 
2000 Benjamin Franklin Awards, 2001 Gold Circle Awards, and the 2000 Independent Publisher Outstanding 
Book of the Year Awards. Balance Point is his third work. All three are available by calling: 

800-639-4099 (Chelsea Green Publishing, PO Box 428, White River Jet., VT 05001) 
or discounted on the web at amazon.com or bn.com. Visit the author’s web site at: 

www.jenkinspublishing.com 

Jenkins Publishing, PO Box 607, Grove City, PA 16127 USA • (800) 689-3233 


Green Anarchy #5 


This issue includes Northwest Heats Up, 
the EZLN is Not Anarchist, Stuck in the 
Mud of Ideology: A Response to Stick it to 
the Manarchy, Police State in Davos — 
Riots in Zurich, and much more. 

Only $2 per issue or $10 for a five-issue 
subscription: 

POB 11331 
Eugene, OR 97440 
USA 



twe y 

^ A Journal 
fTfDMr Evolving 
Ecological Culture 



Concerned Sinafes 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about the 
earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 
Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF, 

Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 



"Bravo to all of you for the spirit and 
content of Talking Leaves. It always 
makes me feel good." 

-Paul Winter 

"You've managed to meld art with 
substance, and hope with reality, to 
create the most soulful environmen- 
tal journal of all time." 

-Deana Waite 


Talking Leaves is a lively, articulate voice for our evolving ecological 
culture, expressing and inspiring the deep heart connection that 
precedes meaningful changes in how we live on this planet. 

Talking Leaves brings together practical information, personal stories, 
global networking resources, insight and inspiration. 

Subscribe! One year (3 issues) $18, Sample copy $6 


www.talkingleaves.org • (541) 937-3351 
81868 Lost Valley Lane, Dexter, OR 97431 
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ALABAMA 

University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ALASKA 

Alaska Action Center 
(907) 56-EARTH 
akaction@alaska.com 
ARIZONA 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
Ponderosa Wingnuts 
2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
(520) 774-6542 
Wildfire Infoshop 
POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 
' Riff Raff Collective 
214 N. McKormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 
(520) 541-9162 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 1601, Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
phoenixef@excite.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; 
ncef@humboldtl .com 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF1/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sequoia EF! 

POB 1108, Exeter, CA 93221 
exetrade@aol.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254; 392-9965 (fax); 
arda@enviroweb.org 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1463, Fullerton, CA 92836 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 
www.wildernessdefense.com 


Earth ||p First! 
Directory 


Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 

afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050; 
clearwaterEF@juno.com 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 
c/o CMC 1021 W. University Ave, 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 373-0010; 
gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Lake Worth EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

littleprincel@juno.com 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 719-6639 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
IDAHO 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
ILLINOIS 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 

(618) 351-0312; 

sprklblu@siu.edu 

The Brokedowns 

857 Illinois Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 

grozzybrokedown@hotmail.com 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 
(913) 461-8583; 
prairiefireef@hotmail.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
tyezart@yahoo. com 


LOUISIANA 
New Orleans EF! 

(504) 561-8182 
vedanta28@hotmail.com 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 
MICHIGAN 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, Ml 49685 
MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S., Mpls, MN 55405 

(612) 450-9178; 

paarise@mtn.org 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 580407, Mpls, MN 55458 

(612) 362-3387; 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; 
smgbecker@aol .com 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance /Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF]/ Wild Rockies 
Review 

POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 721-3494; 
wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, 

NV 89821 

(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 263, North Hampton, NH 03862 
NEW 1ERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
North Jersey EF! 

58 Warren Road, West Orange, NJ 07052 

(973) 731-2162; dlstraught@aol.com 

NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 

actionnm@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; 925-8715 (fax); 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton 
Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; 

offeditor@hotmail.com 

Vegan Noise 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Natural Island Eco-collective 

POB 237, East Setauket, NY 11733 

naturalislandecocollective@hotmail.com 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; 
mountainfaction@cs.com 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, U of C, Cincinnati, OH 4522 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

c/o Acme Co-op, 23 Elliott St, 

Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; home@frognet.net 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; 
pseudotsuga@earthlink.net 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Canopy Action Network 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; 
greencanopy@popmail .com 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 


Blue Heron Earth First! 

Student Action Office, Reed College, 
Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; 
lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; 223-4997 (fax); 

adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; 
johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr, Whitehouse, TN 37188 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; 

kropotkin@hushmail.com 

Smokey Mtn. EF! 

400 Park Rd #115, Sevierville, TN 37862 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

EF! San Antonio 

(210) 822-7646; lmgl271@netscape.net 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, 

Houston, TX 77019 
(713) 294-HOPE 
Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 


Rainbow Bridge EF! 

rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; 254-7358 (fax) 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 

321 South Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 23220 
(804) 643-5190; 
earthfirstRVA@end-war.com 
Blue Ridge Earth First! 

POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903-0591 
(804) 971-1553; 
earthfirst@biogate.com 
DC Area EF! 

nightbrigade@girlmail.com 

WASHINGTON 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

tel/fax (206) 632-1656; 

sea-ef@scn.org 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF! /Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

wildcascadia@y a hoo . com 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 
WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 Univ. Sq, Four Lakes-Madison, WI 53715 
(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
skulnrs@aol.com 
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Internationa ID irectory 

Fife EF! ' 


There is an international Earth First! web 
page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 

AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21-85-05 

CANADA 

EF! Manitoba 

599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 

Manitoba R2L 0R7 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! I 

1030 Keefer St, Vancouver, BC V6A 1Z1 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; 

earth first@ziplip.com 

CURASAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); 

falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predcvsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@ecn .cz 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Center 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

(420) 2781-0849; 781-67-27 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Robert 

robatg@hotmail.com 

ENGLAND 

More than 50 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United King- 
dom. " 'Ihere are also a number of other anar- 
chist/revolutionary groups and projects. For a 
list or for general news from the UK, contact: 
EF! Action Update 

POB 487 Norwich NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811 
efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept.29, 255 Wilmslow Road, 
Manchester Ml 4 5LW 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 


& 



Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds I.S7 3HB 
01 13-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FINLAND 

Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17, 33610 Tampere 61 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Av. Jean Jaurfe, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Avalon 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 Bihar, 
POB 229 
ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972(0)3 516 2349 
T H E NE THERLAN DS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
PJ111.IPP1NE.S 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasav Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 8 1 6-0986, 85 1 - 1 1 0, 8 1 8-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1 105 Quezon City 
EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1 632 Tagig, M. Mia. 

P OUND 

Workshop for All Beings 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 
tel/fax 48-33 (8)183153 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 
91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16 
goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax 7 (0112) 43-72-86; 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(095) 954-91-93; rk@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
7 (09131) 4 15 14; rk@lavxik.ryazan.ru 
SCOTI AND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339-8009 
424 3688 (fax); scotree@gn.apc.org 


c/o 91 South Street, St. Andrews, 

Fife KYI 6 9Q, 01334- 477411 
SLOVAKIA 

Slobodna Altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 0.3 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 

82-2-747-8500; 82-2-766-4180 (fax); 

greenkorea@greenkorea.org 

SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 
1ES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago, 
manoelantonio@lettera.net 
SWE D EN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Viinersborg 

Action For Social Ecology 

POB 34089, 10026 Stockholm 

46-70-7560195 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd 8r Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 .§ 


Projects 6 Campaigns 

Bioengineering Action Network 

ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 
North American ELF Press Office 
POB 4783, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 478-0902; elfpress@tao.ca; 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 
(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca 
GenetiX Alert 

787 Ellsworth, Memphis, TN 38111 
(901) 438-9907 
genetixalert@tao.ca 
www.tao.ca/~ban/gapo.htm 


Send directory changes to: 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
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The Associated Press 


Local farmers prepare to ship square watermelons in Zentsuji, in 
southwestern Japan. The melons are grown in square tempered- 
glass molds, making them easier to fit into the fridge. No word 
on whether they'll be coming to the United States. Price tag: $83. 
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£200*Reward 

WHEREAS 


The WAREHOUSE of Mr. William Radcliffe, 

COTTON MANUFACTURER, 

ADJOINING TO HIS DWELLING-HOUSE IN THE HIGHER HILLGATE, 
STOCKPORT, IN THE COUNTY OF CHESTER, 

Was, between the Hours of 2 and 3 in the Morning 
of FRIDAY the 20th of March, instant. 

Wilfully , maliciously, & feloniously 

Set on Fire, 

By some wicked and desperate Incendiaries, who broke the 
Windows thereof, and threw in five Flam-beaux or Torches, 
composed of Pitch, Tar, Oakum, and Spirits of Turpentine; 
and some Wate Cops of Cotton-weft, which had been dipped 
in similar Spirits. 


The Villains left on the Outside of the said Warehouse, three Clubs or 
large Sticks of a peculiar Sort, which may be the future Means of a Discovery. 

A Reward of £200. will be paid to the Person who may give such 
Information as may lead to the Discovery and Conviction of the 
Principals concerned in this diabolical Crime, upon Application to 


Stockport , March 21 st, 1812* 


J.LLOYD, Solicitor. 


Daily Planet Publishing - Earth First! Journal 
POB 3023 
Tucson AZ 85702 
USA 

Address Service Requested 



FOR ADC 


58 PI 


Nonprofit 
Organization 
US Postage 
PAID 

Tucson AZ 
Permit No 1 20 




A red check mark means your subscription has expired. Time to renew. 

— 




Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Christian, Dug, Turtle, Georgette, and A1 D., eds., Earth First! Journal 
21, no. 8 (22 September 2001). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7063 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 







They brought us parrots and balls of cotton and spears and many other 
things, which they exchanged for the glass beads and hawks’ bells. They 
willingly traded everything they owned... They were well-built, with good bod- 
ies and handsome features... They do not bear arms, and do not know them, 
for I showed them a sword, they took it by the edge and cut themselves out 
of ignorance. They have no iron. Their spears are made of cane... They 
would make fine servants... With fifty men we could subjugate them all 
and make them do whatever we want. 

— Christopher Columbus (journal entry) 
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All s Fair in Love and War 


It seems it doesn't take too long before 
we as humans come across something 
new about ourselves or the world around 
us that we hadn't known before. What 
we do with that information pushes us 
into untold directions of debate. And 
so, the philosophical definitions we sub- 
scribe to are always subject to change in 
light of this new insight into ourselves. 
What cannot be justified one day may 
have another chance tomorrow. 

When we as a movement 
reach out to a broader 
community — into the 
mass populace — to 
promote and edu- 
cate about our 
movement, a 
sense of alienation 
arises from those 
who are deterred 
by the more "ex- 
treme" actions 
taken in defense 
of Mother Earth. 

Even within our 
movement, divi- 
sive dialogue is 
breaking us into fac- 
tions and discouraging 
potential supporters 
(those who should have the 
option to choose their own level of 
involvement) from uniting with us in 
true solidarity. The direct conflict with 
riot police, the various arsons that have 
occurred, even the mild property de- 
struction aimed at the corporados that 
is signature of large convergences, all 
seem to receive the usual petty cries 
from the general public for a more 
passive approach to the fight for life. I 
feel that the criticism that these sabo- 
tage tactics hinder our movement is a 
gauge of how far our society still needs 
to go to incite the worldwide coup 
necessary to stop the exponential dete- 
rioration of the natural environment. 
Our salvation, Mother Earth's salva- 
tion, relies on our willingness to accept 
these actions as necessary. 


I say Earth First! needs to be at the 
level of rebellion that our movement 
implies. It is a war that we are fighting. 
The assault on all life demands our 
immediate response — actions that will 
produce immediate effects. To deny the 
right of these sabotage tactics as mean- 
ingful expressions of justice is to deny 
how much damage has already been 
done to the Earth and all life on her. 

We’ve come full circle from the 
large manifestations of the civil 
rights movement to a day 
in which people are 
again being gunned 
down in the streets 
in broad daylight 
for the whole 
world to see. And 
like those days of 
the past, the need 
for people who 
are not just will- 
ing, but also com- 
pelled to stand 
up, lock arms and 
forge forward into 
a better tomorrow 
is more crucial now 
than any other time 
or struggle before us. 
Actions that are born out of 
the intent to safeguard life's natural 
processes should be revered and emu- 
lated, taught to our children and done 
with no shame, fear or regret for any 
"progress" lost. With our time as natural 
living creatures reaching the cusp of the 
limits that support us, what we do now 
as a culture falls on matters of life or 
death. Our struggles are part of the heal- 
ing process of our ill will to this planet. 
Direct actions and their extreme tactics 
are the natural reflexes of life beginning 
and wanting to heal. Please take part in 
this process, for the fight for life, re- 
membering that the more that you're 
willing to sacrifice... the more you are 
ready to receive. 

FSU, don't get caught. 

— Christian 



Earth First! Journal is published eight times a year on the solstices, equinoxes and cross- 
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POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. US subscriptions are $30. Outside the US, surface delivery is $40 and airmail is 
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Application to mail at Periodicals postage rates is pending at Tucson, AZ 85726-9653. 

Upcoming deadlines: Samhain-September 28/Yule-November 12 


Page 2 Earth First! Mabon 2001 


Earth First! Journal 

Mabon 

September 22, 2001 
Vol.21,No.8 

The Earth First! Journal is published 
by an editorial staff from within the 
Earth First! movement. Entire contents 
are copyrighted 2001 . We allow reprint- 
ing if credit is given, except for those 
articles specifically copyrighted by the 
author. Art, photographs and poetry 
are copyrighted by the individual art- 
ists and permission for use must be 
received from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
Responsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The con- 
tents do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper, the Earth 
First! movement, local Earth First! groups 
or individual Earth Firstlers. 

Submissions are welcomed and 
should be typed or clearly printed . Send 
a SASE if you would like them returned. 
If you want confirmation of receipt for 
a submission, please request it. We en- 
courage submissions on Macintosh 
disks or via email. Art or photographs 
are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. Prints are best, negatives are 
good, slides are fair. They will be re- 
turned if requested. 

All submissions are edited for length 
and clarity. If an article is significantly 
edited, we will make a reasonable effort to 
contact the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! Journal is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. 
The Earth First! Journal is recorded on 
microfilm by University Microfilms, Inc. 

All correspondence regarding subscrip- 
tions, merchandise orders, donations, 
letters to the editor, articles, photos, 
graphics, etc. should be directed to: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Phone: (520) 620-6900 
Fax: (413) 254-0057 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
submissions@earthfirstjoumal.org 
merchandise@earthfirstjoumal .org 
subscriptions@earthfirstjoumal.org 
www.earthfirstjournal.org 

Business Managers: Gina Siler and Sky 
Partners in Crime: Frog and Lisa 
Editorial Collective: Christian, Dug, 
Turtle, Georgette, A1 D. 

Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Volunteers: Pete, Hidro, Skyler, Kristin, 
Dontay, Ahjota, Condorcanqui, Debbie 
Front cover: Aaron Flesch 
Front inside cover: Eric Drooker 
Back cover: Janet Culbertson 



Dear Shitfer Brains.., 


Dear bigots for brains, 

Reading the letters of Anne 
Bella and M.M. Smith in 
Lugnasadh SFB gave me a 
couple of ideas. Here are a few 
suggestions for those of you 
who are so concerned about 
Mexican immigrants breeding 
and ruining our environment. 

1) Go back to Europe and 
"clean up your own environ- 
ment and political scene." 

2) Jump off a tall building 
and encourage others to fol- 
low. Since one US citizen prob- 
ably consumes at least what 
4 poor Mexican children 
consume in their lifetime, 
this could be a more effi- 
cient solution to help reduce 
consumption and decrease 
environmental degradation. 

3) Use your privilege to cross 
the border and visit a desper- 
ate impoverished Mexican 
family. Offer to trade places 
with one family member for 
one year. While in Mexico, 
get yourself a job and work for 
6 bucks a day. If you have an 
unfortunate accident while 
running some machine that 
has had the safety devices re- 
moved, you'll be decreasing 


the population! If you just 
decide life is better on the other 
side you can always bring your 
new family on a little hike 
across the Sonoran Desert and 
come on back. 

Meanwhile, your Mexican 
counterpart can live your life, 
whatever your trip is: enjoy 
your nice house, apartment, 
squatter community or groovy 
teepee. They can spend time 
tending your organic garden, 
get a job, shop at second hand 
and health food stores, 
dumpster dive, hop trains, 
drive your car or ride your 
cool bike. Since they'll have 


conspiracy). Perhaps they'll 
attend local EF! meetings, 
travel to protests, and fi- 
nally find the time to write 
letters to the EF! Journal 
about their experiences. 

Now I'm going out to do 
some more research on 
sprawl here in Colorado. I'll 
be looking for those Mexican 
immigrants turned develop- 
ers at county planning meet- 
ings and searching the legal 
notices for immigrants apply- 
ing for building permits. So 
far, the only Mexican immi- 
grants I can seem to find 
around here are cleaning toi- 


the luxury of free time for the 
first time in their lives 
(without the time 
consuming annoy- mF 
ances of hungry chil- y \ 
dren) they 1 ’ i 

can also T 

spend time ' 

going to yoga 

class, hiking in the ! 

woods, enjoying live g L 
music, and going to m 
Planned Parenthood m 
to get birth control K 
(unless they're part 
of the Catholic 


lets, washing dishes, and 
k hanging drywall but I'll 
k keep looking and re- 

^ port back. 

— Kirsten 
L continued on page 38 



We want you! 


The Earth First 1 Journal, 
located in sunny Tucson, 
Arizona, has an opening for 
a new mem ber of our edito- 
rial staff. It could be you. 

Being a part of the Journal 
is lull of rewards— working 
on a consensus basis with a 
tight six-person collective 
among a supportive com- 
munity to publish a maga- 
zine essential to the radical 
environmental movement. 

Our new long-term edi- 
tor ideally will have pub- 
lishing experience, be 
personally compatible 
with existing staff, have 
pounds of patience, be 
computer literate, have 
excellent editing skills 
and have a sense of hu- 
mor. As a collective, all of 
the work is shared, so a 
motivated, hard-working 
individual is required! 

To apply, send your re- 
sume and a letter of interst 
to the Earth First! Journal, 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 
85702. Please forward a 
writinv' . >lt - ■ 
tory and the names of some 
EF! activists who can vouch 
for you. 


l&auna Qabala 

^ © J 

Fauna, n. animal life. r 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

Sea squirts may unwittingly harbor alien gonads. Also called 
star ascidians, these subtidal animals exist in star-shaped colo- 
nies consisting of units called zooids that are connected by a 
blood system. Like some protists, plants, animals, slime molds 
and fungi, these creatures can naturally form chimeras (the 
fusion between genetically distinct individuals of the same 
species). When two colonies meet they mix their blood together 
and either unite to become a single organism or retract, rejecting 
one another. If they merge into a new being, a bitter battle brews, 
with cells of both original creatures striving to become body 
tissue, or better yet, the cells of the gonads. Thus, the apparent 
winner of such a cellular clash may actually be producing many 
copies of the loser if its reproductive organs have been parasitized. 


by Faith Walker 


This interplay blurs the concept of individual- 
ism and provides a rare example of parasitism 
within a species. 
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Alaskan wilderness has been the scene of oil exploration for decades. 

by Gabe Scott 

A David and Goliath battle is being waged to save Alaska's 
arctic. The actors in this play are George W. Bush as "Goliath, " 
while the national environmental movement, Ailing in for 
Gwich'in natives, plays "David." The setting is the Alaska 
National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), in the extreme northeast 
corner of Alaska. The imminent threat is a Senate energy bill 
to allow oil exploration there. 

While not entirely inaccurate, this dominant imagery 
is a delusion. 

George W. Bush is not Goliath. Drilling here has gone full- 
steam ahead under every president since Jimmy Carter. 

As for "David," don't make me laugh. The coalition, 
represented by the Washington DC-based Alaska Wilder- 
ness League, includes every major national environmental 
organization — the Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, World 
Wildlife Fund, National Audubon Society, Natural Re- 
sources Defense Council (NRDC), etc. They have spent 
millions over the last decade "saving" ANWR. They have 
raised many millions more. 

Consider a recent NRDC fundraising plea, which urges 
you to buy their polar bear tote bag, claiming that as "the 
perfect way to show that you're working to keep the Arctic 
Wild and Free!" 

The ANWR political battle dominates perceptions of Alaska's 
arctic and the oil industry's role here. But ANWR is not 
synonymous with "the arctic. " Its coastal plain is a fraction of 
the arctic ecosystem. As for "keeping" it wild and free, they've 
been drilling feverishly for nearly three decades. 


/Skene Delusion: 

Truth is, ANWR could actually be among the safest places 
in Alaska. Truth is, this "save the arctic" song and dance is a 
ritualistic political exercise in which everybody wins except 
the actual arctic. 

Every year, there is a proposal to drill in ANWR. Every year, 
it is defeated. Every year, environmentalists claim victory. 
With your generous donation they will do it again next year. 
Every year, pro-drilling politicians claim victory too, proudly 
displaying battlescars. With your vote, they will return to give 
it another go. Our noble David is winning every battle, but 
losing the war. These victories come at the price of annual 
compromises to the oil industry. 

This year, they have gone too far. In a bid to buy the rights 
to tight the ANWR battle again next year, "Gang Green" is 
endorsing the single largest private construction project in 
the history of humankind. And that's just the beginning. 

Gasline: The Largest Private Construction 
Project Ever 

Alaska's arctic contains huge amounts of natural gas. 
Typically found in the same places as oil, existing wells suck 
trillions of cubic feet of the stuff out of the ground. With no 
way to get it to market, most of it is pumped back in again. 

The industry pipe dream, kicked around since the early 
'70's, is to construct a 1,800-mile, $15-20 billion pipeline 
from Prudhoe Bay, south to Alberta, where it will link to an 
existing system serving Chicago-based markets. This dream 
may soon become a reality. The Alaska Gas Producers Pipeline 
Team — a consortium of BP, Phillips and Exxon — is in the 
midst of a $ 1 00 million feasibility study scheduled for comple- 
tion in November. 

Political boosters are numerous and powerful. The 
gasline is Alaska Governor Tony Knowles' top priority 
and is high on Democrat and Republican energy policies. 
A "wish list" to "streamline" regulatory review is cur- 
rently circulating in Congress. 

The "energy crisis" is being "solved" to an alarming degree 
by new gas-fired electric plants. Lower-48 gas fields are drying 
up quick. A huge increase in consumption must be supported 
from elsewhere, making the economic prospects look solid. 

Perhaps most significantly, there has been "a turnaround 
in public sentiment from the early '70's, when political and 
environmental opposition and poor economics killed several 
pipeline proposals," according to an August 2000 article in 
the Oil and Gas Journal. So dramatic is this shift that the 
environmental establishment is endorsing the idea it once 
killed. Increased extraction of natural gas, and particularly 
the Alaska gasline, is "a key part of NRDC's energy policy — 
the bridge to greater reliance on cleaner and renewable forms 
of energy" (NRDC Energy Policy, 2001). 

Construction of a gasline would have incredible environ- 
mental, social and economic consequences. Any of the 
proposed routes would open up vast areas of pristine wilder- 
ness unfortunate enough to contain natural gas. Despite a 
puzzlingly common belief that a gasline would "take the heat 
off" ANWR, a profitable arctic gas industry would greatly 
amplify earnings, causing more drilling across the region. 
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ANWR and the Failure of Compromise 


Suddenly cheap power would spawn 
massive industrial development along 
the route. A University of Alaska- 
Fairbanks professor recently testified that 
the gasline could open up $50 billion 
worth of mineral deposits in Alaska 
alone. Construction itself would come 
at a great cost. Even a sympathetic re- 
view of the last Alaska pipeline's con- 
struction presents a grave warning — 
devastating socio-economic impacts 
along the route, an average of one pint 
of oil spilled for every linear foot of 
pipeline layed, work-related deaths, dis- 
turbance to wildlife, daily accidents — 
all were amplified by shoddy manage- 
ment, regulatory rubber-stamping and 
the time-honored devices of cheating, 
lying and buying political support. 

Suggesting natural gas as a bridge 
to sustainability is a little like giving 
an alcoholic a case full of beer, in 
hopes that it will keep them away 
from the whiskey. Natural gas is a 
significant contributor to global 
warming, acid rain and smog. Gas- 
heated homes face a gauntlet of un- 
studied poisons. Gas-fired electric 
plants aren't exactly organic farms. 

Cleaner than coal? Sure. Deadly poi- 
son? Also true. 

In terms of environmental and so- 
cial impact, the gasline eclipses even 
the most ambitious plans for devel- 
oping ANWR. However, it is a mis- 
take to contrast the two. They are 
born of the same mother. 

The Backbone of the Arctic 
Oil Industry 

The Trans-Alaska Pipeline System 
(TAPS) runs 800 miles due south from 
Prudhoe Bay to Valdez, at the head of 
Prince William Sound. Every drop of 
oil pumped out of the US arctic — 
more than 13.5 billion barrels thus 
far — depends entirely on the pipeline 
to get to market. 

Since it started operating in 1977, 
TAPS has given birth to a huge industry 
in Alaska. The super-giant oil fields at 
Prudhoe Bay, just west of the Arctic 
Refuge, include more than 3,300 oil 
wells, a web of roads, pipelines, airstrips, 
gravel pits and generators. 

TAPS was also a defining struggle 
during the infant environmental 


movement's formative years. 

TAPS permit applications were the 
first major exercise in the Environmen- 
tal Impact Statement (EIS), and the at- 
tendant public and political processes, 
as we know them today. 

Aggressive opposition from groups 
like the Sierra Club and Friends of the 
Earth stalled the project for years. An 
"energy crisis" overwhelmed their op- 
position, however (sound familiar?), and 
in January 1974 approval was granted 
by Congress. 


Under federal law a right-of-way per- 
mit for a pipeline can be issued for a 
maximum term of 30 years. Among the 
lease's many conditions is a stipulation 
that the operators build and maintain a 
fund for dismantling the line when the 
lease runs out. 

On January 22, 2004, the Alaskan 
arctic oil industry is scheduled to turn 
into a pumpkin. 

Last spring the TAPS owners — BP, 
Phillips, Exxon, Unocal, Williams and 
Amerada Hess — filed an application to 
renew their right-of-way permit. The 
decision depends on a review of their 
compliance with existing laws, the eco- 
nomics of the proposal and completion 
of a comprehensive new EIS. While po- 
litical leaders claim that approval is a 
lock, there are very good reasons to 
deny the request. 


According to the application, over the 
next 30 years they expect to spill an- 
other 254,100 gallons of oil and petro- 
leum products in the arctic oil fields, 
another 722,400 gallons along the pipe- 
line corridor, 95,340 gallons at the Valdez 
marine terminal and 6,484,800 gallons 
into the ocean from their tankers. 

Those numbers are certainly dras- 
tic understatements, neglecting the 
fact that the pipeline is corroding 
and failing to take into account fu- 
ture oil discoveries. 


TAPS wasn't built to last for 60 
years: It is literally falling apart in 
places, safety systems remain full of 
bugs and electrical systems fail with 
alarming regularity. 

While the costs and risks of TAPS 
rise, the "benefit" it produces is in- 
creasingly seen for what it is — an eco- 
logically devastating dead end. Global 
climate change is real, and fossil fuel 
consumption is the primary cause. Re- 
member Good Friday 1989, when the 
Exxon Valdez spilled 20 million gal- 
lons of crude oil into Prince William 
Sound. Some things are unforgivable. 
That event was one of them. By any 
measure, it had devastating effects. To 
this day, Exxon has yet to pay a 
penny of the $5 billion it owes the 
people whose livelihoods it ruined. 

continued on next page 
September-October 2001 Earth First! Page 5 



One of the few Alaskan areas truly protected from oil drilling, Denali National Park. 


photo by Chunks Johnson 





Feeding the Addiction: 


Bush’s Manufactured 
Energy Crisis 


by Stuart Bechman 

What's most amazing about the Bush 
II administration is not its blatant bias 
for big-money, corporate interests, nor 
the fact that Bush is so blatantly in- 
your-face with his arrogance and con- 
tempt for environmental interests; it's 
the fact that he's able to get away with 
it all with nary a whimper from either 
the public or his political opponents. 

Make no mistake. George W. Bush is 
an oil man, as is his veep, Dick Cheney. 
Within a few months of announcing 
his bid for the Republican presidential 


nomination, this first-term Texas gov- 
ernor with no prior political experi- 
ence began receiving huge sums of 
cash, eventually reaching almost $ 100 
million. Does anyone really think that 
money came primarily from $2,000-a- 
pop contributions of individual citi- 
zens as opposed to the deep pockets of 
Bush/Cheney's oil cronies? It's hard to 
imagine that anyone would invest that 
kind of money without expecting a 
reasonable return on their investment. 

Bush's statements on the "energy 
crisis" are laughingly absurd. First, 
he tells us that our energy needs will 
be met by burning "clean coal." Even 
if such technology really existed, we 
would still have the problem of min- 
ers facing extremely dangerous 
working conditions and the on- 
going prospect of 
seeing all of 
West Virginia's 
mountain 
ranges and val- 
leys flattened 
one mountain 
at a time (not 
to mention rip- 
ping off west- 
ern indigenous 


tribes and destroying their sacred 
lands). Yet, we have seen coal stocks 
double in price since Bush took of- 
fice in Washington. 

The stock rise pales in comparison 
to what we've seen with the nuclear 
industry. Per The Nation, an industry, 
which had been moribund for two 
decades with stock prices in the dol- 
drums and the parent utilities asking 
state and local governments to bail 
them out of their nuclear investments, 
has seen an amazing turnaround in 
the past nine months. Where nuclear 
companies were selling their invest- 
ments at 10 cents or less on the dollar 
more than a year ago, suddenly nuclear 
properties have become in demand 
again. With Cheney's "energy report" 
strongly suggesting that nuclear en- 
ergy has been seriously under-rated, 
suddenly the subject is no longer ta- 
boo. Republican legislators are sud- 
denly suggesting that we've been too 
hard on the nuclear industry, that it's 
still the best and cheapest way to meet 
our energy needs. 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
sion, having had most of its teeth 
removed in the past two decades by 
a quiet yet incessant lobbying effort 



Arctic Delusion continued 



ed felons who show little 
>f remorse for, or even compre- 
' ’ * crimes. A sane re- 
fer another 30 
ling would have 
• their mess and go- 

*1 Circle 

a" is not demand- 
ing anything like that. The " winnable" 
(read: "profitable") struggle is to plead, 
"Please don't explore for oil on the 
coastal plain of ANWR— at least not 
this year." 


ANWR's prominence, according to 
the Alaska Wilderness League, is due to 
its "symbolic" importance. It is a sym- 
bol of "the arctic," and congressional 
approval of oil exploration there is a 
symbol of oil development. 

Symbols are good for raising money, 
but places are good for a healthy planet. 
ANWR is an Important place, make no 
mistake. But then, so is the rest of the 
arctic— -theTaiga, the Brooks Range, the 
prairies. Gaia doesn't require symbols of 
itself to remain whole — it requires the 
whole of itself. 

It is shameful that the environmen- 
tal establishment, busy with a sym- 
bolic struggle, is so much weaker to- 
day than it was 30 years ago. Our Earth 
is being sucked dry, and the best we 
can muster in her defense are polar 
bear tote bags! 

The TAPS right-of-way renewal pre- 
sents a window of opportunity to revisit 


our movement’s inception. 

We've come full circle and find 
ourselves where we started— richer, 
better established, more 
and weaker. 

During the first pipeline contro- 
versy, we learned the delicate art of 
political compromise. We bickered 
about the best routes. We filed law- 




game by their rules. 

. With what result?The first bigbattle 
over arctic oil and gas development 
was an exercise in defense. It was a 
campaign, which brought us one 
pipeline route instead of another. 
Now we are faced with the opportu- 
nity, and necessity, of learning to 
play offense. 

For more information, contact the 
ANWR office at (907) 458-8264; 
www.alaska.net/~gwichin; 
www; 
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of power brokers like New Mexico 
Senator Pete Domenici, is not only 
considering loosening its current 
(low) standards of storing spent fuel 
rods on-site at the generating plants, 
but pushing a proposal that scrap 
metal used in nuclear generation/ 
processing be recycled back into the 
domestic metal markets! 

The only long-term nuclear waste 
facility that's anywhere close to be- 
ing actualized in the US — the Yucca 
Mountain, Nevada, site — is still years 
from opening due to environmental 
and political concerns despite the 
US's already having spent sev- 
eral billion dollars trying to en- 
sure its safety. With Nevada 
Senator Harry Reid, a staunch 
opponent to the project, now a 
committee chairman, it's more 
unlikely than ever that Yucca 
Mountain will ever open. 

Furthermore, we have the Rus- 
sians, who have been going 
through a financial recession 
worse than anything the US has 
ever experienced, considering 
accepting the world's nuclear 
waste to bury in Siberia. With 
the Russian state severely 
crippled financially and facing a 
"wild west" economy run by rob- 
ber barons, there is little hope 
that Russia would have the 
means to ensure that such waste 
could even be safely guarded, let 
alone disposed of. 

Let's look at the oil and gas 
industry. The original automo- 
bile cartel of the early 1900s real- 
ized a win-win game (for them) 
that we are now seeing played out 
in its fullest glory. The Rockefeller and 
Carnegie oil trusts realized early on 
that they would be in the catbird's seat 
if they convinced the automobile in- 
dustry to develop engines that relied 
on petroleum rather than alcohol. Pe- 
troleum was a limited resource that 
required a fair amount of initial invest- 
ment to produce and therefore was 
easy to control, whereas any farmer 
could cook up limitless batches of ethyl 
alcohol simply from crop roughage. 

Once that concept was secured, the 
oil barons knew that it was their profit 
potentials that were limitless. They 
controlled the only source of fuel, and 
thus could manipulate the supply side 
of the market at will as long as they 
kept feeding America's addiction to 


oil. In fact, they knew that if an end to 
the oil reserves was ever reached, the 
price of that oil — and their profits — 
would just continue to rise until it was 
all gone. Those who sat on the last 
reservoirs of oil would make the most 
money because they could demand 
the highest prices. 

Despite the oil crisis of the 1970s, 
and a small blip in investing in alter- 
native energy development, we have 
continued to suck up more of the 
black gold to the point where we im- 
port 58 percent of the oil we consume 
each year. 



It will take a good five to 10 years to 
really get production rolling; and the 
best estimates are that it — along with 
new deep-water offshore development 
in the eastern Gulf of Mexico — might 
push that 58 percent import number 
down to just 52 percent for awhile. 
Hardly enough to get excited about; 
and certainly not a long-term solution 
to our energy problems. 

Meanwhile, the latest energy ap- 
propriations bill will be making bil- 
lions of dollars in tax credits and 
incentives available to the fossil fuel 
industry while slashing what meager 
alternative fuel research and devel- 
opment programs exist down to 10 
to 15 percent of last year's budgeted 
amounts. The latest rumors from the 


Secretary of Defense is that US mili- 
tary policy will be expanded to focus 
on controlling and exploiting new 
foreign oil fields where feasible — like 
in Colombia, where the US has in- 
vested $1.7 billion and will be in- 
vesting almost $ 700 million this year. 
In Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, cor- 
porate executives are pushing to lay 
oil pipelines to bring oil to the US. 
Beyond the environmental havoc 
wrought in developing new oil fields, 
we also continue to contribute to 
global warming, oil spills and offset- 
ting native inhabitants and their sub- 
sistence economies. 

Then there's the natural gas 
issue. Bush disclosed his shal- 
low cynicism when he sug- 
gested that ANWR was needed 
to help California out of their 
energy crisis — surely a Texas 
oilman would be well aware 
that gas, not oil, is the pri- 
mary fuel for electrical gen- 
eration plants? Natural gas 
generated from oil fields has 
been so abundant in the past 
that most oil producers found 
g it cheaper to burn it off rather 
| than bottle it and transport it 
Jj- to any market. But it has be- 
| come more important as states 
jjs have imposed environmental 
I restrictions on electrical 
power plants; natural gas is 
one of the few fuels that's 
clean enough to meet those 
standards. 

Unfortunately, gas still 
contributes plenty of green- 
house gases and has also been 
rising in price as demand has 
caught up with supply. The gas in- 
dustry, along with coal, were the 
major lobbyists pressuring Bush to 
walk away from the Kyoto accords. 

The corporate power has their man 
in office, and they're doing everything 
to get what they can out of him before 
they're shut down. The environmen- 
tal lobby has its work cut out with this 
administration, and it looks like it will 
have to do it primarily through 
grassroots organizations. We'll be lucky 
to hold any ground until the next 
election. Meanwhile, the environmen- 
tal lobby needs to marshal sizeable 
resources to counter the corporate 
media and inform the general public 
of the disastrous environmental poli- 
cies of Bush and company. 
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On May 24, 1 990, Northern California Earth First! organizers Judi Bari 
and Darryl Chemey were car bombed in Oakland on the eve of Redwood 
Summer, a nonviolent direct action campaign targeting big timber 
corporations. They survived, but the FBI and Oakland Police Depart- 
ment (OPD) arrived at the scene and arrested the pair within hours for 
transporting explosives, using the bombing as an excuse to vilify Judi, 
Darryl and EF! as violent terrorists. Eventually, the district attorney 
' declined to file charges against them. In 1 991, Judi and Darryl sued the 
FBI and OPD for false arrest, illegal search and seizure and conspiracy 
to violate their rights by falsely branding them as terrorists. The 
thousands of pages of FBI files uncovered through the lawsuit are 
revealing of the FBI's activities with respect to EF! as a 
movement. The case goes to trial on October 1, in Oakland, 
•% California. Judi Bari died of breast cancer in 1 997. 

\ At last, after almost 1 1 years in court, the trial of 
' r -g Judi Bari vs. the FBI begins October 1, at the Federal 
% Courthouse at Clay Street and 12th in Oakland, 
« California. We've managed to get thousands of 
pages of FBI files and testimony from dozens of 
agents and Oakland Police officers. Even so, 
we're coming down to the wire as the trial 
approaches, working overtime at the last minute 
just like any direct action. 

There's much to report on the legal and 
political fronts. We're trying tG finish up final 
discovery with the government and taking 


Judi at the treespiking renunciation press conference, April 11, 1990 





Peltier’s Solidarity State 


Dear Friends, 

No one can return the 25 years l have spent in prison based on an 
orchestrated frame-up at the hands of the FBI. 

The Redwood Summer justice Project is struggling for all of us who 
have been targeted for our work in defense of our people and the land. 

In May 1990, as Judi Bari and Darryl Chemey were on their way to 
an organizing event, they were nearly killed in an assassination 
attempt. A pipe bomb wrapped in nails for a shrapnel effect and 
triggered by a motion device exploded under the seat of Judi's car. The 
force of the blast buckled the car frame and blew a hole in the 
floorboard. The blast crushed Judi's coccyx and pelvis and left her 
crippled. Darryl escaped with cuts and broken eardrums. 

Within minutes of the explosion, the FBI was on the scene and 
orchestrated a massive disinformation campaign designed to discredit 
and imprison these Earth First! activists. Equally sinister, the FBI never 
tried to find the real bomber who to this day, remains at large. 

There can be no healing without truth, and the greatest love is that 
which is based on justice. Together we must guarantee the First 
Amendment rights of all activists who courageously defy corporate 
control of our environment. 

I urge you to support Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney's historic lawsuit 


depositions of a few key witnesses. Finally 
the trial is actually happening, and there's a 
chance for people who have been following 
the case to get involved. 

Legal Update 

On July 31, Federal Judge Claudia Wilken 
upheld the October 1 trial date, restricting 
the total trial time to six weeks (four-day 
weeks, five-hour days), allocating exactly half 
of this to plaintiffs even though we have the 
burden of proof. 

We're also trying to uncover more informa- 
tion about the FBI's conduct toward Earth 
First!. In August, this search took us to Wash- 
ington, DC, for the deposition of ex-under- 
cover FBI agent Michael Fain. You'll remember 
Fain if you've ever been to one of Peg Millet's 
concerts — he's the guy who set her up, along 
with the rest of the Arizona Five, during the 
FBI's "Operation Thermcon" against Earth First! 
in the late '80s. 

During a deposition, the witness (the person 
being "deposed") is put under oath and asked 
questions. The reason we are so interested in 
questioning Fain has to do with the larger 
context of FBI repression against Earth First! 
before Judi and Darryl were bombed, and the 


Page 8 Earth First! Mabott 2001 



More Than a Decade After an Assassination 
Attempt, Her Case Will Finally Go to Trial 


agency's already existing efforts to 
"neutralize" the radical environmental 
movement. Michael Fain never had to 
testify in court because during the crimi- 
nal trial Dave Foreman and the others 
agreed to a plea bargain before he took 
the stand. But on August 22, Fain was 
in Washington, DC, in his special agent 
suit and dusty cowboy boots, answer- 
ing questions about the FBI's sting op- 
eration against Arizona Earth First! 

The Same Thing Today 

It's clear how the trial in the bomb- 
ing case fits with FBI operations in 
the past, targeting Earth First! and 
many others as well. With the 
stepped-up FBI activity against envi- 
ronmental radicals in the last few 
years, it should also be clear how 
relevant this case is today. Look at 
the case of Frank Ambrose in 
Bloomington, Indiana, an effective 
regional organizer who is being set 
up as an eco-saboteur. Or the ex- 
ample of the Portland, Oregon, Joint 
Terrorism Task Force — a pact between 
the local police and the FBI to target 
environmentalists by suspending 
constitutional rights. 

Recently retired FBI Director Louis 
Freeh included combating environ- 
mental "terrorists" in his funding re- 
quests to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, branding eco-radicals 
among the top domestic terrorist 
threats, even though not one person 
has been hurt by any environmental 
activist. On the other hand, environ- 
mentalists have been brutalized, jailed 
and even killed as a result of corrupt 
law enforcement and corporate- 
backed violence. 

We should also recognize that the 
FBI's efforts to "isolate, disrupt, misdi- 
rect, and neutralize" Earth First! have 
tried to falsely associate prominent EF! 
spokespeople with violence. The FBI 
has spent a lot of resources infiltrating 
the movement and encouraging prop- 
erty destruction, arson and the use of 
explosives. The movement should 
think critically about the reasons the 
FBI finds it useful for Earth First! to be 
associated with such tactics. 


What You Can Do 

As Judi and Darryl's case finally 
comes to trial, there are many ways in 
which we non-lawyers can play an 
important role. Primarily, we must be 
a visible presence at the courthouse, 
packing the courtroom and holding 
rallies and teach-ins throughout the 
course of the trial. To ensure that the 
case doesn't become isolated or ig- 
nored, local Earth First! groups might 
consider holding solidarity actions at 
FBI offices across the country, espe- 
cially in those communities that have 
been hit by FBI harassment. Also, trial 
expenses are going to be astronomi- 
cal, and our opponents have unlim- 
ited resources. It would be great to 
organize informational events and 
fundraisers to support the trial. 

The best news is that Judi Bari and 
Darryl Cherney's case is coming to 
trial just as the FBI is being hit with 
scandal after scandal, and public mis- 
trust of the FBI is at an all-time high. 
Right now, the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee is holding hearings in Wash- 
ington, DC, to look into the need for 
oversight of the FBI. The hearings fo- 
cus on high-profile misdeeds of the FBI 
like the Wen Ho Lee case, the with- 
holding of thousands of documents in 


the McVeigh case, Waco, Ruby Ridge 
and others. Not surprisingly, however, 
the FBI's current and historic abuses 
against activists are absent from the 
scrutiny on Capitol Hill. 

The trial will also coincide with the 
trial of the wrongful death lawsuit filed 
by the family of David "Gypsy" Chain 
against Pacific Lumber, and both trials 
will take place in the same Oakland 
Federal Courthouse. 

In August, Darryl Cherney and I met 
with members of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee about including the bombing 
case, and other cases of FBI targeting of 
political groups, in the FBI hearings. 
Although I am cynical about the 
government's making any real changes, 
the FBI is vulnerable right now, and 
Judi and Darryl's trial is going to unfold 
right in the middle of the hearings. We 
shouldn't miss the opportunity to turn 
up the heat by contacting senators and 
representatives and encouraging them 
to investigate FBI wrongdoing against 
activists like Judi, Leonard Peltier, 
Geronimo ji Jaga and others. 

For more background on the case, 
visit www.judibari.org. Donations ear- 
marked for the lawsuit can be sent to 
Earth First!, 106 W. Standley Street, 
Ukiah, CA 95482. 



September-October 2001 Earth First! Page 9 



That Strange D nice of Resistance 

A Look at tt+£ 6*8 Protest 


by Urraca 

The battle of Genoa has entered the 
collective imagination of the anti-glo- 
balization movement. This little pocket 
we've carved out in society now 
struggles against corporate forces in 
constructing the history of what ex- 
actly happened, and where that leaves 
us. Unfortunately, we are influenced 
by the forces of corporate media. These 
forces have, in turn, defined our own 
internal dialogue. Rather than soli- 
darity and striving to understand, I 
find a largely divisive finger point- 
ing (not always overt) and distanc- 
ing from the media scapegoats, the 
"violent" protesters. 

Memories of my own days in 
Genoa burn bright in my mind, si- 
multaneously haunting and driving 
me forward. 

It began in strategy planning 
meetings outside of Genoa under 
constant threat of eviction from 
our squat. This was merely the be- 
ginning of fear and confusion, as 
well as the excitement of being 
among hordes of people in resis- 
tance to the global elite — people 
who were showing up with a drive to 
change things. Even if we didn't share 
the same vision or strategy, we were 
all intent on making our voices heard. 
For some this was another stop in a 
summer of "summit hopping." For 
many it was part of a resistance move- 
ment that started in Seattle, while for 
those of us with a broader perspec- 
tive, yet another battle in an age-old 
war of resistance versus domination 
and the destruction of Mother Earth. 
My own blood screamed a 509-year- 
old battle cry. 

In getting a feel for the political 
scene, I quickly realized that the pro- 
test organizers — collectively known as 
the Genoa Social Forum (GSF) — were 
not trustworthy. While driven by good 
intentions, they were obviously look- 
ing after their own interests, intent on 
controlling the protests and making 
them "theirs." Besides their nonvio- 
lent code of conduct for protesters, 
the GSF had taken advantage of their 


strong position with the government 
to sculpt the official events to their 
desires. They planned and received 
permission for both their marches, 
the so-called Migrants' March on July 
19 and the International March on 
July 21. 

GSF plotted the course of these 
marches specifically to prevent behav- 
ior not in line with their strategy and 
to make them "safe" enough for the 
government. Thus, on the Interna- 
tional March a long stretch was 
planned with beach on one side and a 


tall wall and houses on the other, with 
few streets connecting. 

I learned more about how the hier- 
archical TuteBianche/YaBasta! danced 
their dance of collusion with the gov- 
ernment and media while often react- 
ing violently toward more militant 
protesters (in the past going as far as 
beating them and turning them over 
to police). Only some workers who 
planned to march on July 20, and to 
break into the red zone, particularly 
the anarcho-sindicalist COBAS 
(Comitati di Base), seemed genuinely 
militant in their opposition. 

I found those who planned to re- 
sist the GSF's stringent idea of pro- 
test nobly struggling to organize yet 
in complete disarray and isolation. 
Among the larger group there was 
much worrying about how to be 
strategic and effective in doing our 
own thing while trying to coordi- 
nate with other groups. Eventually 
we all trickled off to Genoa with no 


set plan but with similar ideas of, as 
a Greek comrade put it, "ruining 
their fiesta." 

In the painfully complicated world 
of the Italian hierarchical left, with 
its liberals, unions, endless commu- 
nists and Tute Bianche, there are far 
too many interests in perpetuating or 
working within the status quo be- 
cause it perpetuates their own power 
structures. An Austrian comrade com- 
mented that, "The state loves these 
people because they love capitalism, 
it gives them a reason to exist. " In this 
context, an anarchist often feels 
alone in desiring genuine change, 
in upsetting the system. But we 
can't simply declare ourselves sepa- 
rate from its breast in this endless 
dance of opposition. This separa- 
tion comes only through strategic, 
effective and proactive resistance. 
As someone who identifies as a revo- 
lutionary anti-authoritarian, I 
quickly realized my place in protests 
which have come to feel more like 
spectacles than strategic resistance. 

Overcoming our own fear from 
paranoid rumors rather than any 
tight security, we entered Genoa. 
There may have been rhetoric about 
space given to groups with different 
strategies, but we found messages 
about anarchists' meetings being re- 
moved, blatant misinformation 
about gathering places, etc. Away 
from officialdom, an effort was made 
to coordinate the Black Bloc with the 
Pink Bloc (the "tactical frivolity" 
people, also seen in Prague), but this 
apparently fell apart due to outspo- 
ken pacifists among the Pinks. 

The Migrants' March was calm and 
festive with tens of thousands of pro- 
testers, almost entirely white. There 
was little room for disruption, and I 
saw little attempt besides some odd 
hammer and sickle graffiti. Memo- 
rable was my first glimpse of the 
heavily defended and militarized po- 
lice citadel and close-up look at the 
Italian paramilitary police, the 
Carabinieri, in riot gear without 
badges and with bandannas over 
their faces. 



Robo-cop during the Genoa, Italy, summit. 
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I knew there were some 20,000 of 
them there, beefy, well-equipped and 
poorly trained, some reportedly only 
with weekend refresher courses on 
crowd control. They paraded the street 
in their armored cars, their helicopters 
buzzing us constantly. I knew also of 
the right-wing government in power 
and the reputation of Italian police for 
being particularly brutal. 

The next morning, we arrived down- 
town with a busload from COBAS. 
Within minutes of joining the crowd, 
we were being bombarded by teargas 
and pursued by paramilitaries. This 
was before I saw any kind of property 
destruction, although I believe some 
actions had begun earlier. We quickly 
grouped with the masses around us, 
nearly everyone already with 
gasmasks and bandannas. Everyone 
concentrated on either escaping the 
oncoming batons and armored cars 
or tossing back teargas canisters. A 
marching band started up amidst the 
battle, with drums and big black flags 
with anatomical parts, like lungs and 
hearts, painted in red. Everyone 
cheered as they marched in forma- 
tion and did flag tricks. We moved 
with them up some tall stairs, away 
from the troops and the red zone. We 
thus entered a game of cat and mouse. 

Imagine this trek through the geog- 
raphy of Genoa, aT. tunnels, hills and 
winding narrow streets with skinny 
stairways leading up to more twisting 
streets and alleys. The city is divided 
by train tracks and rivers — quickly be- 
coming disorienting. 


This group was largely, although not 
entirely, in black with masks. A lot of 
energy went into making barricades to 
stop the oncoming troops and into 
returning their aggression. Later, I 
would hear some activists wonder why 
certain groups were able to keep 
Carabinieri somewhat at bay while oth- 
ers weren’t. I think this collective effort 
of defense speaks to that. 

Certain targets quickly began to be 
hit as we came upon them, particularly 
large corporate stores. Destruction 
was somewhat generalized, although 
I personally saw no small shops 
wrecked. Much destruction was for 
reasons of defense, including barri- 
cade material, although some was 
just plain destruction. 

Some things should be made clear; 
while this was a group characterized 
as "Black Bloc," it was a heteroge- 
neous group consisting of thousands 
of protesters, some with strategic 
intent and others more caught up 
in what was shaping up to be an 
atmosphere of riot initiated, in my 
opinion, by Carabinieri attack and 
pursuit. There was accountability 
among the group, as in slapping 
people upside the head who decided 
to attack stupid targets. 

There were obviously infiltrators as 
well, just as in every Black Bloc. How- 
ever, as far as I'm concerned, they 
could have had little real effect on the 
behavior of the group, besides adding 
a little more undisciplined action. 
While critiques certainly have their 
place, conversations since the pro- 


tests scapegoating the Black Bloc, par- 
ticularly concerning infiltration, seem 
reactionary and directly in line with 
the state's interests. 

Back to the protest, certain memo- 
ries come to mind. A row of cars, nice 
but not fancy, with a BMW at the end. 
All remained untouched but for the 
BMW which was rolled and set aflame. 
A corporate grocery store raided, a 
moment of rest to enjoy juice, bread 
and cheese before the teargas came 
again. Numerous times barricades 
were hastily removed, the crowd part- 
ing for an ambulance to pass through. 
Reports of a prison attacked. Reports 
of someone shot dead. 

Later, a friend of mine told me a 
story. While wandering the streets of 
Genoa she came upon a strange scene — 
a group of protesters and Carabinieri 
standing together in a plaza, some- 
thing unheard of that day. The troops 
looked scared, visibly shaken. She got 
on her comrade's shoulders for a better 
look, soon spotting a protester lying on 
the ground in a pool of his own blood. 
Her heart dropped from her chest. Then, 
the police violently cleared the square. 

The death of Carlo Giuliani came as 
a shock, although not a surprise. I 
mourn him, we all did then, but this is 
by no means the first death in the anti- 
globalization movement. He may be 
the first whiteboy of the global North 
to die, certainly not the last. While 
this should not take away from our 
sense of outrage at the murder (it was 
not self defense; look at the photos), 
this is no game, no mere spectacle. We 
all take risks we are aware of, deciding 
for ourselves whether it's worth it. 
Significant to me is that Carlo decided 
it was. I hope others are forced to, like 
I have myself, assess their own posi- 
tions and commitment to the struggle. 

The International March happened 
the next day. I roamed the crowd of 
200-300,000 people in awe — a line of 
people miles long, all here to voice their 
opposition to the G8. Pacifists and the 
more liberal groups marched up front. 
I passed seemingly endless commu- 
nist groups with their banners, 
marshalls and big Soviet flags followed 
by Tute Bianche in their foam padding 
and helmets. Toward the rear were the 
unions, including COBAS, men and 
women marching arm in arm with crash 
helmets, many clutching sticks and pipes. 

continued on page 44 
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by Dr. Zoidberg 

"Everyone is aware of the environmental 
problems of global warming and defores- 
tation on the one hand , and the social 
problems of increasing poverty and grow- 
ing shanty towns on the other. But when 
these two factors collide, you have a new 
scale of catastrophe." 

— Dr. Astrid Heiberg 

As a term, "environmental refugees" 
is pretty much self-explanatory, de- 
scribing populations obliged to leave 
their established homelands for rea- 
sons of environmental destruction, 
such as floods, desertification, defor- 
estation or nuclear plant accidents. 

Much harder to understand is the 
fact that, to this day, such refugees 
are not officially recognized within 
the narrow parameters of current 
international law — even in the eyes 
of the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
which distinguishes between real 
refugees (persecuted) and merely dis- 
placed persons. 

Article 1-A(2) in the 1951 UN Con- 
vention Relating to the Status of Refugees 
defines the criteria of being a refugee 
chiefly as possessing a "well-founded 
fear of being persecuted for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, member- 
ship of particular social group or po- 
litical opinion." Therefore, there is no 


legal compulsion for its signatory states 
to acknowledge environmental refu- 
gees, nor offer them protection or 
asylum. Furthermore, if they do not 
cross international borders they are 
not officially refugees, thus excluding 
huge numbers of internally displaced 
people (of which environmental refu- 
gees are typical). This worldwide lack 
of recognition is not only surpris- 
ingly ironic given the fact that the 
term "environmental refugees" was 
introduced by the UN itself in 1985 
(it's Environmental Program pub- 
lished the 44-page paper entitled En- 
vironmental Refugees by the Egyptian 
Professor Essam El-Hinnawi) but is 
also extremely misleading in that it 
implies environmental refugees con- 
stitute a mere fraction of the world's 
refugee population. 

Unfortunately, this is far from being 
the case. 

The UNHCR recognizes approxi- 
mately 18 million political, religious 
or ethnic refugees in the world today. 
In comparison, there are officially only 
10 million environmental refugees 
worldwide. However, since many gov- 
ernments take little account of this 
unconventional category of refugees, 
the figure of 10 million is considered a 
gross under-estimate by researchers 
(such as the WorldWatch Institute, 
Climate Institute, TERI and most no- 
tably the book Environmental Exodus: 


An Emergent Crisis in the Global Arena 
by Drs. Norman Mayers and Jennifer 
Kent). In fact, a report issued on June 
24, 1999, by the International Red 
Cross, determined that environmen- 
tal refugees totaled 25 million— 58 
percent of all refugees — significantly 
outnumbering those displaced by war- 
fare or persecution. This number is 
also supported by World Bank figures 
from 1999. 

The Red Cross report notes that 
while in 1992 it assisted less than 
half a million people with natural 
disasters, six years later that figure 
went up to more than five and a half 
million, indicating an extremely 
sharp rise in both environmental 
disasters and environmental refu- 
gees. On February 19, the Intergov- 
ernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), which advises the world's 
governments under the auspices of 
the UN, estimated that 150 million en- 
vironmental refugees will exist in the 
year 2050, due mainly to the effects 
of coastal flooding, shoreline ero- 
sion and agricultural disruption (150 
million is 1.5 percent of 2050's pre- 
dicted 10-billion world population). 

The developing world and the poor 
in general suffer the most of all hu- 
mans from this climate change, since 
they have fewer options for respond- 
ing to weather-triggered disasters and 
are more dependent on agriculture, 
which is the most vulnerable sector 
to climate change. They have, by defi- 
nition, fewer resources to move, re- 
build, find new jobs and to protect 
their health. 

These environmental refugees are 
ecological indicators of humanity's 
failure to be at peace, not only with 
the Earth, but with itself. They expose 
the existence of a racist, neo-colonialist 
system of resource management. The 
poorest people do not contribute to 
the problem of climate change to a 
substantial degree nor do they benefit 
financially from it, but they pay the 
highest price and are most vulnerable 
to its effects. More than 90 percent of 
all deaths from natural disasters occur 
in developing countries. The fossil fuel 
industry — coal, oil and gas — is not only 
the main factor in climate change, but 
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also a prime example of the racism 
and social injustice of this system in 
which the poor — both in the North 
and the South — suffer the conse- 
quences of the lifestyle demanded by 
the industrialized nations of the West. 

Although good intentioned, most 
proposals discussed by NGOs, the 
UN or particular governments con- 
cerning environmental refugees lack 
a thorough analysis of the problem. 
De-contextualized from its socio- 
economic origins, it conveniently 
reappears in the shape of a safe, 
"humanitarian" issue, in which the 
cause is vague and faceless. At the 
time it is simply "nature's fault," 
conveniently bypassing the fact that 
100 years of Western industrial pol- 
lution, carbon emissions and the 
general abuse and misuse of natural 
resources play the leading role in the 
climate changes which create environ- 
mental refugees. And where nature is 
not being blamed, the perpetrator 
seems to be an ever-abstract, uni- 
fied "humanity," conveniently for- 
getting that the effects of climate 
change are not felt equally in "First" 
and "Third" World countries. Addi- 
tionally, the ownership of the in- 
dustries which cause and aggravate 
these effects is not evenly distrib- 
uted between them. 

Experts and bureaucrats maintain 
that the main difficulty in tackling 
the issue is "melding environmen- 
tal policies capable of confronting 
today's harsh realities with a social 
program capable of addressing the 
refugee population growth." His- 
torically there has been no integra- 
tion of these two areas of concern. 
However, beyond this semi-obstacle 
lies the real one: an age-old 
Eurocentric tradition of colonial- 
ism, exploitation and greed. As 
Western corporations and organi- 
zations, such as the IMF and World 
Bank, continue to finance environ- 
mentally destructive industries in 
developing nations for their own 
profit; as Western-controlled inter- 
national organizations continue to 
enforce neo-liberal, "free trade" and 
"New World Order" agendas; as 
Western-backed dictatorial puppet 
regimes or armed paramilitary 
goons carry out genocides and civil- 
wars in "Third" World countries; 
the rich countries responsible for all 


this adopt tougher and stricter poli- 
cies on immigration. Adding insult 
to injury, the millions of impoverished 
victims created directly by US and Eu- 
ropean countries' environmental, eco- 
nomic and political practices cannot 
attempt to escape their misery by cross- 
ing the borders into the refuge of our 
"First" World ivory tower. 

The real problem is elaborating — 
not to mention implementing — a 
competent policy. All we can expect 
from Eurocentric organizations are 


the number of moving parts in the 
death machine. We lay the founda- 
tions for the social and political move- 
ments which will ultimately build, 
maintain and become the alterna- 
tives to commodity capitalism, its 
human misery and its inherent 
ecocidal drive. 

For more information, check out 
the Environmental Refugees and 
Ecological Restoration website at 
pubpages.unh.edu/’Teiderman. 


programs which combat the symp- 
toms at the expense of striking the 
problem at its root, because this 
would mean admitting to and giv- 
ing up the privileges environmental 
racism affords for the West. It should 
also be noted that even these kinds 
of programs are diminishing, as 
emergency aid funds have actually 
dropped (40 percent in five years, 
claimed the Red Cross in 1999), and 
many insurance companies simply 
refuse to provide coverage in areas 
struck by environmental disasters. 

As for the future, even that very 
basic first step of actually recog- 
nizing environmental refugees jY z 
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seems distant, especially 

if Bush's rejection 'fM 

of the 1997 Kyoto J|| 

Protocol is any in- VaX vffH 

dication of global \MH\M ^ iwhI 

policies to come. 

Sadly, the UN’s 

definition of "refu- j 

gee," elaborated V, / 

right after World vKy NVVj\ I \ \ 

War II's mass dis- Mw ’’jjl \ 1 

placement of Europe- \ 

ans, does not seem J \\ 

likely to be updated or / l i / 

extended anytime soon \ 

by lethargic bureaucrats. . C iL CTT y 

The only good news is i JP 

that we don't have to wait WMv' 'v JGp 

for laws or official recogni- 1KK 
tions to make a difference. Mfv ^ 

We, the privileged kids ™ 
within this cradle of afflu- iSSCa 

ence, can be part of the solu- \ \\ 'j'Vjsa 

tion precisely because we are \ XvJ 

part of the problem. By \ 

learning to expose and peel — " V 

off the various layers of nJlM ’TaJL' 

our personal, everyday j^M 1 ™ \* (X 1 " 

cooperation with the V n . 

world's exploiters in our l u .g, "C® * ^ 

high streets, we reduce ‘ 


Reading sources 

• The Gallon Environment Letter, 
"More Refugees Flee from Environ- 
ment than from Warfare," Vol. 3, Nr. 
21, July 1999. 

•Leiderman, Stuart M., "Environ- 
mental Refugees and Ecological Resto- 
ration, " Environmental Response / fourth 
World Project, June 1999. 

•Myers Norman, "Environmental 
Refugees: A Crisis in the Making," 
People and the Planet, Vol. 3, 1994. 

•Swain, Janet, "On Environmental 
Refugees," Global Futures Bulletin #87, 
July 1999. 

»Minger T., ed., "Green- 
house Glasnost: The Cri- 
W|M\ sis of Global Warming," 
The Ecco Press, 1990. 
i\ ( JMM Reprinted from the sum- 

mer * ssue °f the journal, 
Greenpepper . For more 
information, visit 
\ www.squat.net/cia/gp. 






September-October 2001 Earth First! Page 13 



Santa Cruz Earth FirstIers 
Defy Redwood Empire Intimidation 



Earth FirstIers blockading the entrace to the Freddies to protect the Santa Cruz redwoods. 


by Scout 

On July 23, treesitters in the Santa 
Cruz redwoods made a desperate 
call to Blackbird, an Earth First! 
supporter. They were calling on a 
cell phone 110 feet up in an old- 
growth Douglas fir where they were 
being shot at by an unknown as- 
sailant. The connection was 
muddled with static, but Blackbird 
clearly heard a gunshot during their 
broken-up communication. He 
asked them to repeat what was hap- 
pening to verify he had heard cor- 
rectly and then told them to hang 
up and call 911, as would he. A 
sheriff was sent to the scene, but 
the shooter had fled. The sheriff 
offered to escort the treesitters off 
the property to file a report and 
most likely to be taken into cus- 
tody. The treesitters opted to stay 
in the tree and continue the ongo- 
ing, month-long civil disobedience. 

This was not the first violent 
threat. The previous day, loggers had 
hurled rocks at a platform. Luckily, 
no one was injured, but items were 
knocked off the deck. On another 
day, one logger was ordered to cut 
down traverse lines to connected 
trees. Blackbird was on one of these 
traverse lines, but the logger would 
not be deterred and intended to cut 
the traverse letting Blackbird drop 
to the ground. Fortunately, and un- 
beknownst to the logger, he was 
hooked into a safety line and did 
not fall. Treesitters have heard nu- 
merous threats including one log- 
ger saying he would climb up the 
tree, rape and kill the treesitter. A 
logger stabbed a dog to death think- 
ing it was one of the activist’s dogs, 
but learned later that it was a fellow 
logger's pet. Allowing this violence 
to continue has only caused it to 
escalate, and the threat of death is 
increasingly present. 

One woman has spent time in the 
treesit who comments on the status 
of the threatened forest: "I was up 
treesitting for three days. Each day 
I heard about 15 trees being cut 


down. It sounds like death or the 
forest's heartbeat coming to a stop. 
All I can see around me is second 
and third growth. Branches on ev- 
ery tree are broken off. The trees 
look sick, none of the forest is thriv- 
ing. The only old growth you can 
see is black stumps. I can see that 
the forest is endangered, and I am 
surprised that with less than two 
percent of old-growth forests left in 
the world that more people aren't 
adamant about saving the Santa 
Cruz redwoods." 

Santa Cruz Earth First! support- 
ers refused to just stand by while 
friends were fired at by angered log- 
gers or self-proclaimed Timber Har- 
vest Plan enforcers. Activists and 
concerned locals mobilized imme- 
diately to take action in response to 
this incident and to raise local aware- 
ness. Two sisters, Liv and Dune, 
locked their arms around either side 
of the main entrance gate to the 
forest. Further back, Acorn was 
locked to another gate. Loggers were 
able to penetrate this blockade by 
removing the gate at the hinge, but 
the sisters were able to delay log- 
ging trucks for four hours. Public 
Works had to be called, and they 


eventually decided to cut the actual 
fence with a saw in order to clear the 
road, putting both activists within 
inches of the saw blade and endan- 
gering them. 

In the hours before officers showed 
up at the blockade, two Redwood 
Empire Company employees at- 
tempted to scare activists off the 
property but were unsuccessful. Both 
screeched up in Ford pickups, one 
swerving to nearly hit one supporter. 
The men proceeded to push, knock 
down, punch and drag supporters on 
the ground and over another debris 
blockade behind the gate. All the 
while the loggers engaged in a witty 
dialogue about these "dirty hippies. " 
The loggers did not seem to mind that 
I was standing there with a video 
camera taping the whole thing — im- 
ages of which were aired on two local 
TV stations. 

This event has definitely raised lo- 
cal interest, and with three ongoing 
treesits in the mountains above Santa 
Cruz these loggers will by no means 
succeed in suffocating the actions of 
Santa Cruz residents and Earth First!. 

For more information, contact 
Santa Cruz Earth First! at (831) 426- 
2667; cruzef@cruzio.com. 
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by the Children of Prometheus 

Only once every two or three years, 
the yellowwood tree blooms with deli- 
cate white flowers. At the northern 
edge of the natural range of this species 
lies Yellowwood State Forest in Brown 
County, Indiana. A few small remnant 
stands of the tree hold out in this forest, 
despite the state's historical legacy of 
indiscriminate clearing the land. 

This year, it was time for those stands 
of smooth-barked trees to simulta- 
neously take part in this cycle of beauty 
and new life. Also in the spring of this 
year, forest defenders have risen up in 
Yellowwood State Forest in nonvio- 
lent, direct action for a wild Indiana. 
Since April, treesitters have held off 
the chainsaws from a piece of our 
public land by living on small plat- 
forms in the branches of a strong red 
oak known as Prometheus. 

In ancient Greek mythology, 
Prometheus is the trickster figure who 
rebelled against the gods and stole the 
fire from Olympus to give it to the 
villages of the people. Prometheus is 
associated with the characteristic of 
"forethought," and he and the goddess 
Athena are said to have given people 
this ability with the intention of safe- 
guarding hope. Prometheus was pun- 
ished by Zeus for his deeds and bound 
to a rock. Each day an eagle (or some 
say vultures) came and ate off his liver, 
only to have it grow again each night. 


n Strong in 
ern Indiana 

Prometheus has once again put the 
fire in the bellies of activists in South- 
ern Indiana, through the form of this 
red oak. Prometheus holds aloft two 
small platforms occupied by passion- 
ate, wild forest defenders. Defying the 
lurking presence and threats of "con- 
servation officers" (CO); bracing under 
Midwestern thunderstorms and light- 
ning; howling with primal love at the 
full moon and demonstrating passion, 
commitment and endurance in defense 
of Planet Earth; the entire support net- 
work of the Yellowwood treesit grows 
stronger all the time. This direct action 
in Yellowwood is part of the larger 
campaign to end commercial logging 
on all of Indiana's State Forests. 

Prometheus lies within one of 14 
timber sales planned for this year in 
Yellowwood State Forest. The sale in- 
cludes about 66 trees between the ages 
of 60-80 years old, while Prometheus 
itself has been placed at 85 years. 

Onjuly 6, Yellowwood's sister treesit 
on private land in the Bloomington 
area, Bluebird, was besieged by law 
enforcement. Treesitters and others 
were removed and arrested after a more 
than three-month occupation of the 
site, and a road is now being built 
where old trees once stood. The events 
motivated the community despite the 
unfortunate conclusion. 

Soon after, onjuly 18, plain-clothed 
COs for the state of Indiana discov- 
ered three new platforms in Yellow- 
wood, high in the branches of an old 
black oak known as Sasquatch, one of 
the oldest and grandest trees in the 
area. The platforms were discovered 
before activists could occupy them. 
In an operation that lasted more than 
24 hours, the COs cut them down. 
For a long period, officers contem- 
plated cutting down Sasquatch im- 
mediately to "prevent more treesits." 
Instead, in an equally senseless act of 
violence meant solely to intimidate 
and punish the treesitters, officers 
cut off the branches of the mighty 
oak nearly to its farthest reaches. 

Support is needed in many forms. 
For more info., call the Yellowwood 
campaign at (812) 336-0462. 


5one>s 

Canadian Ski Resort 
Development Protested 

A road blockade erected to protest 
development of a British Columbia ski 
resort was dismantled by Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police (RCMP) as more 
than 40 officers, two police emergency 
response teams, three canineunits and 
an RCMP helicopter were sta tiding by. 

Protesters have been trying to stop 
the development of the Cayoosh ski 
resort. Six protesters were arrested after 
they barred a convoy of logging trucks 
from proceeding along 1 lwy 99. 

Sergeant Randy Brown said the pro- 
test began peacefully, but escalated. 

Aboriginal protesters were also told 
to leave Tod Mountain, on the Sun 
Peaks resort near Kamloops. The pro- 
test camp was set up in October 2000, 
after Sun Peaks announced expansion 
plans worth SI 70 million. Members 
of the Shuswap Nation Tribal Council 
claim ownership of the land. 

Federal Judges Guilty of 
Anti-Environmental Activism 

A new analysis, released July 19, 
finds a decade-long pattern of judicial 
activism by judges ideologically op- 
posed to environmental protections. 
An analysis of federal rulings from the 
last 10 years found that a group of 
highly ideological judges — most ap- 
pointed by former Presidents Ronald 
Reagan and George Bush — have disre- 
garded norms ot judicial conduct to 
shape a new judicial philosophy that 
threaten environmental protections. 

i bis is the first lime environmental; 
organizations have mounted a national 
effort to scrutinize the records of those 
named to the federal bench. 

"In pursuit of anti-environmental ac- 
tivisin, judges have repeatedly ignored 
basic principles of judicial fairness to 
shut citizens out of the courthouse and 
create new rights for polluters,” said 
Greg Wetstone of the Natural Resources 
Defense Council. 

There are more than 100 vacancies 
on the federal bench, giving Presi- 
dent George W. Bush an immediate 
opportunity to significantly shape 
the federal judiciary. Bush has named 
as "model" judges Supreme Court; 
Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence 
Thomas — both known for promot- 
ing anti-environmental activism. 
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Compromising Away Ancient Forests 


by Tim Ream 

Imagine one year from now, you 
wake up and flip on the radio for some 
corporate morning "news." The top 
story? Right before election 2002, 
George W. Bush has just signed a new 
law that "saves the old-growth forests! " 
Happy? America sure is! They've wanted 
those old-growth forests saved foryears. 
They thought Clinton had done it about 
10 years ago, but they are glad Bush 


finally got it taken care of. And guess 
what else? The law will also help log- 
gers! It is amazing what can happen 
when Democrats and Republicans get 
beyond bipartisan bickering and actu- 
ally work to solve problems. 

What will have really happened is 
that the Northwest Forest Plan will 
have been reopened to move more 
timber. The payoff for the "good" 
environmentalists standing up at the 
press conference included pretty 
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good protection for most of the 
maybe 175-plus-year trees still left 
unprotected in the west side owl 
habitat in Washington and Oregon. 
That is a tiny portion of the 
Northwest's national forests. Any re- 
maining protections left from the 
Northwest Forest Plan for the rest of 
the forest will be what the grassroots 
were able to fight like hell to keep. 
You wonder how we'll fare against 
George Bush, his new Forest Service 
bosses, sell-out Democratic senators, 
the timber industry and the corpo- 
rate media allied against us? 

After breakfast you get to go out and 
explain to folks that you are trying to 
stop timber sales on public land to pro- 
tect habitat, and that you want to end 
commercial logging on public lands. 

"Didn't they just save that?" Have a 
nice day. 

This is not a far-fetched story. Here's 
how it could happen. 

Very successful and tireless forest 
watch and litigation work over the last 
10 years has stopped logging on many 
of the forests in the Northwest. Tim- 
ber prices are relatively low. Public 
attitude continues to shift away from 
cutting. Direct action and sabotage 
keep the economic equation tilted to- 
ward inaction. And the Bush Adminis- 
tration is still settling in. 

Nonetheless, everyone knows that 
the Bushies owe timber companies, 
and the repayment is coming. Litiga- 
tion options are fewer, and the timber 
sale pipeline is filled with some of the 
nastiest sales we have seen in years. 
Sometime late this year they will be 
dusting off the big saws. 

Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) smells 
an easy victory. As the new Chair of 
the Senate Resources Subcommittee 
on Forests, he is ready "to save the old 
growth" if you're a liberal audience 
and "to get the forests working again" 
if you are a timber type. That means 
old growth in the "matrix" for cutting 
under the plan will receive some pro- 
tection. But senators do not give you 
something for nothing. It is called 
"making a deal." 

Some of the things the dark side 
wants: waivers from the Endangered 
Species Act or Aquatic Conservation 




Strategies; loosening of the "survey and 
manage" provisions for old-growth 
dependent species; moving "non-old 
growth" from late successional reserves 
into the matrix for cutting; protections 
against future litigation; land ex- 
changes; and a relatively narrow defi- 
nition of old growth requiring age, 
canopy closure and structure require- 
ments to qualify. 

Would any forest activists go along 
with such horrible deal making? Re- 
member back when Northwest forests 
were a raging national issue and Demo- 
crats controlled both houses of Con- 
gress and the White House in 1993? 
Eight scientifically defensible plans to 
protect Northwest forests were on the 
table. But the deal was not sweet 
enough for Timber so science’ went 
out the window, and Slick Willy asked 
the enviros for a little favor called 
Option 9. Yes, some forest activists 
broke rank and took the deal. Think it 
could happen again? 

Some of the best forest activists and 
orgamzations in Washington and Or- 
egon have formed the Northwest Old- 
Growth Campaign out of Bellingham, 
Washington. They are putting together 
a bill for this congressional session. 
iTteir campaign brochure includes a map 
depicting where to find Northwest an- 
cient forests on public land — theeastside 
of the Cascades is blank. Despite its 
inclusion in the Northwest Forest Plan, 
Northern California is also absent. The 
solution presented is to permanently 
protect ancient forests. On the next 
page old growth is defined by age (175 
years and older), canopy closure and 
structure. "Mature"forestsarealsonoted 
to "play a very important role." The 
following page tells us "What Our Lead- 
ers Think." Their leaders include first 
Freddie grandson Gifford Pinchot III; 
former Freddie Chief Michael Dombeck; 
Jeffery Metzger, CEO of the largest 
homebuilder in the US — KB Homes — 
and eight members of Congress. 

"Campaign partners" include 
American Lands Alliance, Cascadia 
Wildlands Project, ForestEthics, Kla- 
math-Siskiyou Wildlands Center, 
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Oregon 
Natural Resource Council, Pacific Crest 
Biodiversity Project, the Sierra Club's 
Oregon Chapter, Siskiyou Project and 
Umpqua Watersheds. 

So the strategy questions are these. 
Should the Northwest grassroots 
groups shift their work away from the 


McKinney-Leach bill (National For- 
est Protection and Restoration Act) 
that would end the timber sale pro- 
gram completely? While no one 
thinks Bush would sign it, it does 
have more than 100 co-sponsors in 
the House, and it happens to be what 
the majority of Americans want. It 
seems a better opening bid to counter 
Wyden than asking for old-growth 
and "mature" forests. 

How will this campaign affect for- 
ests in the rest of the region or nation? 
Congressional demand for unsustain- 
able timber volume from public lands 
is not being challenged. The sugges- 
tion is that forest activists from the 
rest of the nation might shift work 
away from ending the timber sale pro- 
gram nationally and toward seeing 
what Bush will give each regionally. 
What happened to solidarity? 

Then what should we be doing in 
the Northwest? Let's trumpet our suc- 
cesses in shutting down the timber 
sale program ad hoc just like most 
Americans want, but warn the public 
that big, bad Bush wants their trees. 
The only way to stop him is to get 
government out of the timber busi- 
ness: McKinney-Leach. Let'sfight like 
hell to prevent any attempt -at re- 
opening the Northwest Forest Plan 
for any reason under this adminis- 
tration and reaffirm our commitment 
to ending ail commercial exploita- 
tion of public lands, without com- 
promise. When we commission na- 
tional polls, let’s ask about ending 
the timber sale program- When we 
ask for letters to the editor or en- 
dorsements, let's ask for an end to 
the timber sale program. ' 

Bush will not "save the old grcfhh" 
no matter how much we hope! It is 
easy to fantasize about sweeping pro- 
tection and forget that the key North- 
west politicos on the issue include 
Wyden and Senator Patty Murray 
(D-WA) who were both against re* 
pealing the Salvage Rider. 
west players on legislation are in 
Timber's pocket. There is no forest 
protection Holy Grail in the next 
three years, especially one with W's 
initials on it. So let's leave the 
grassroots out of the game of compro- 
mise, cut our losses on this misguided 
campaign and return to advocating 
for what the forest needs and the 
public wants: a complete end to the 
timber sale program on public land. 



Mexican Forest Activisi 


In mid-July, two Mexican anti-log- 
ging activists, Rodolfo Montiel and 
Teodoro Cabrera, lost their appeal of 
a drugand weapons conviction. Their 


victed. Yet the Unitary Tribunal of 
Chilpancingo in Guerrero ruled that, 
despite evidence of confessions ob- 
tained under torture, the six-year 
and eight-month sentence for 
Montiel and 10 years for Cabrera 
would be upheld. 

In 1996, Montiel and Cabrera were 
protesting the environmental devas- 
tation left by logglngin the PetatUn 
area. After conflict arose between 
environmentalists, loggers and the 


international ban on the export of a 
rare tree species went into effect Au- 
gust 6. Indonesia's government 
banned both the export and domes- 
tic trade in ramin ( Gonystylus 
hancanus) due to continued illegal 
logging within several of Indonesia’s 
Orangutan National Parks. 

Orangutans are highly dependent 
upon trees for their food, nests and 
for moving through the forest. In the 
world-renowned Tanjung Putjng Na- 
tional Park in Kalimantan, where 
roughly S00 orangutans survive, mas- 
sive illegal logging has devastated 
much of their habitat. 

Orangutan numbers in the wild 
have declined by SO percent in the 
last decade and habitat destruc- 
tion poses the greatest threat to 
their survival. Indonesia is home 
to 80 percent of the world’s re- 
maining orangutans. 

The US is one of the world's largest 
importers of ramin, importing more 
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by Coho and Coffee Poo 
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Boise Cascade's public lands carnage, Umpqua National Forest, Oregon 


Wild Rockies Earth First! (WREF!) 
made the hot, optimistic journey 
from the Round River Rendezvous to 
Boise, Idaho to protest and preach 
outside the corporate headquarters 
of logging industry giant, Boise Cas- 
cade. In Southeast Idaho we drove 
past Simplot's phosphate mines, 
which are responsible for 150-160 
dead sheep, poisoned by selenium. 
We waved at the Idaho National En- 
gineering and Environmental Labo- 
ratory and tried not to think about 
the plutonium in the Snake River 
aquifer that irrigates 75 percent of 
the barley used to make beer in the 
US (that's right, nuclear beer!). We 
just kept drinking our beer, glad to 
be back in good ol' Idaho. 

We arrived July 27 to find Boise Cas- 
cade Corporation's (BCC) headquarters 
blocked off with caution tape and 
wooden barricades with flashing con- 
struction lights. We were flattered. Two 
of our cohorts went into the building 
for the free coffee in the lobby and to tell 
security that WREF! was in town. The 
employees tried really hard to look mean, 
but we could tell they were the kind of 
guys who were afraid that Seattle was 
ahead and just wanted a chili-dog and a 
paycheck. We yelled, "We don't want 
beer bellies, cell phones, baseball or 
corporations so have a good day!" as we 
walked slowly (so as not to spill our 
coffee) outta there. The next day we had 
a full day of workshops on BCC, salvage 
logging, climbing and Grumbles' won- 
derful nonviolence training. Sunday, 
everyone participated in a day-long vigil 
outside BCC's headquarters. Many pass- 
ersby stopped to check us out, and TV 
stations came by to ask us if we were the 
Earth Liberation Front! 

On the last two days of July, we 
shook Boise up quite effectively. First, 
WREF! and the Landlocked Pirates, a 
group of local activists, met outside 
„ BCC to pass out leaflets to employ- 
| ees. On one side of the flyers it said, 
| "Quit your job! Join Wild Rockies 
| Earth First!" and offered a free one 
g year membership for former BCC era- 
z ployees. On the other side it read, 
"Could you be the real eco-terror- 
ist?!" followed by a list of facts about 
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Frustrated firefighters work to remove a locked down Tate Valle. 


BCC's business practices. Not too 
many of the employees were respon- 
sive at first. They walked fast, eyes 
down, into the building, trying not 
to look at all the sidewalk chalk, 
Earth First! banners and people with 
signs. WREF! was outside when hun- 
dreds of workers came to work, went 
to lunch and went home. 

On August 1, Tate Valle locked him- 
self to the rear axle of a BCC distribution 
van. Six police cars, three bike cops, two 
fire engines and paramedics were quickly 
on the scene. The firefighters decided 
they had never seen a situation like this 
one before and jacked up the car with air 
bags, took off the rear tire and cut the 
axle in half with a pneumatic drill. Al- 
though Tate has a serious medical con- 
dition, the police would not let his legal 
medical aid be a witness. Corporate TV 
cameras and reporters were allowed be- 
hind the police tape, but videographers 
from independent news organizations 
weren't because, to quote Lieutenant 
Miller, "I just don't feel like it today, 
why don't you shut up young lady." 
How professional. 

The closest lane of traffic was shut 
down and police began heavily patrol- 
ling the area looking for any "crimi- 
nals" who might attack poor, unsus- 
pecting corporations. Tate eventually 
unlocked due to the Boise Police 
Department's apparent inability to 
safely extract him . He was charged with 
a felony for solicitation to halt or im- 
pede lawful forestry, mining or agricul- 
tural practices. Affectionately known 
as the "Earth First! law," this charge 
was first used in 1995 against arrestees 
at the Noble Road blockade at Cove/ 


Mallard but was eventually dismissed 
at the arraignment. On September 5, a 
district judge in Idaho threwTate's case 
out, and the law has still never been 
challenged in court. 

More than 40 people turned out for a 
rally after Tate's arrest and were ha- 
rassed by the Idaho Rangers (a private 
security group), Boise police and BCC's 
hired goons. One activist was detained 
and cited by the police for "inhibiting a 
Boise Cascade worker from getting out 
of his vehicle." 

On the same day in Itsaca, Illinois, 
home to BCC's office products distri- 
bution headquarters, 20 protesters 
with the Rainforest Action Network — 
including Bonnie Raitt and other ce- 
lebrities — were arrested and charged 
with disorderly conduct for trespass- 
ing on BCC property. 

After our stop in Boise the tour 
continued on to the Otter-Wing tim- 
ber sale in the Nez Perce National 
Forest, where a small crew did a field 
assessment of recent logging damage. 
Old-growth units will be helicopter 
yarded sometime this fall, and we 
invite anyone who would like to do 
actions in the area to contact us for 
maps and directions. 

Wild Rockies Earth First! will spend 
the next month in the Bitterroot Val- 
ley doing field assessments on the 
Forest Service's 280-million board feet 
proposed salvage sale. We may be 
engaged in direct action there, as the 
agency is planning to issue a record of 
decision and start work right away. 

Contact WREF!, POB 1742, 
Missoula, MT 59806; (406) 721-3494; 
wref@wildrockies.org. 



: 

Dyn-O-Gel Sucks Up 
Storm Moisture 


In a July 19 test, a powder touted as 
a potential way to weaken hurricanes 
succeeded in sucking the moisture 
out of a thunderstorm off the Florida 
coast. An airplane dropped $40,000 
worth of Dyn-O-Gel granules into a 
cloud 10 miles offshore, and soon 
thereafter a television station’s 
weather radar confirmed that the 
cloud lost moisture. 

The granules, made by a com- 
pany called Dyn-O-Mat, fell into 
the ocean as a gel-like substance 
that dissolves in salt wafer. Each 
granule is said to absorb 2,000 times 
its weight in water. 

The product was dropped in a line 
from the outer portion of the storm 
to its eye. The company contends 
that by dropping moisture out of the 
swirling mass, the storm is wea kened. 

Dyn-O-Mat hopes to sell the prod- 
uct to the federal government. The 
company claims its products can help 
with droughts and fires, as well as 
soak up oil, gasoline, anti-freeze and 
much more. 

US Sets Up Shop for 
Mutant Mice 

The National Center for Research 
Resources (NCRR), a branch of the ; 
National Institutes of Health, has J 
announced the official opening of 
a network designed to provide mu- 
tant mice to scientists throughout 
the world. 

The Mutant Mouse Regional Re- 
source Centers network is intended 
to be a kind of central market for 
researchers to obtain or donate ge- 
netically altered mice for a vast range 
of basic biomedical research projects. 
The network includes four US reposi- 
tory and distribution facilities with 
an Informatics Coordinating Center 
located at the Jackson Laboratory in 
Bar Harbor, Maine. In general, each 
facility has the ability to preserve 
embryos and re-create various strains 
as needed. 

"The network is designed to ire a 
comprehensive means of providing 
disease-free or relatively disease-free 
animals to appropriate investigators 
worldwide, " NCRR director Dr. Judith 
Vaitukaitis said. 
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Dine Elders Arrested at Sundance Ceremony 


Elvira Horseherder was one of five Dine 
grandmothers arrested by the Hopi Tribal 
Police in July. They were charged with 
trespassing and holding a ceremony with- 
out a permit. 

We have the right to have a cer- 
emony. We can pray 
to the Earth, the 
water, the trees, ev- 
erything. We as 
grandmothers — 

Pauline Whitesinger, 

Ruth Benally (my 
mom) and myself — 
were pushed around, 
arrested and hurt by 
Hopi police. 

We are not trespassers, we live here 
at Big Mountain. We were born here, 
and our ancestors were here long ago. 
This land is our traditional grandmoth- 
ers' and grandfathers' land. Their burial 
places are here, and we know where 
they are, we know their names. We 
never heard of a Hopi that lived here 
back then. The Hopi Tribe just wants 
coal and money. This is what is de- 
stroying our land. We live by our 
prayers and traditional ways. We don't 
understand digging coal. The coal is 
Mother Earth's liver. 

On July 1, we prayed early in the 
morning. My mom made a ceremony, 
and we left to go to Kayenta to get the 
Sundance tree. When we tried to bring 
the tree into the ceremonial ground 
we saw a lot of police blocking the 
road, and they stopped us. We told 
them we are having this ceremony 
because our people are suffering. We 
have headaches and are sick. We told 
them we need support from all natives 
and non-natives that come to support 
and pray for us, for our land, water, for 
the air, for our health and our animals. 

My mom and I stood in front of the 
tree. A man came up to us and said we 
have no right to do this. He opened 
the door of his vehicle and grabbed 
my mom by her belly and pushed her 
in the vehicle and slammed the door. 
He pushed me in the vehicle. I saw 
that Pauline Whitesinger was already 
in the vehicle. He drove off with us 
right away. We looked back and saw 
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that Louise Benally and Joella Ashike 
were in the back of the truck. They 
rushed us towards Rocky Ridge. 

The road was rough and ungraded. 
We were going more than 75 mph on 
the dirt roads. My mom asked him, 
"Can't you slow 
down?" He did not 
understand be- 
cause my mom 
| sp'oke only in Dine. 
8 My mom almost 
| bumped into the 
| front dashboard 
K since she was given 
no seat belt. He 
drove 90 mph on 
the paved road to the Hopi Chairman, 
Wayne Taylor's office. We went in as 
they dragged Louise. He told us we 
were arrested and handcuffed us. We 
were pushed into another vehicle and 
taken on to Kearns Canyon. We never 
saw the Hopi chairman. 


At Kearns Canyon a police lady came 
in and threw some prison clothes at 
us. My mom was forcefully dressed for 
refusing to wear the pants. We were 
pushed into a room and they threw us 
a big smelly mattress. We were all 
supposed to sleep on one mattress. My 
mom said that her waist hurt where 
the policeman grabbed her. 

The next morning they told us to eat. 
Pauline and Ruth could not even eat 
their food since they have no teeth and 
take a while to eat. They took our trays 
back before we were finished eating. 

In the courtroom they lined us up 
in front of the judge. They asked Louise 
to translate for us. Louise said "No 
way, you arrested me, why should I 
help you? You can talk to them your- 
self." They didn’t know what to do 
since they did not have a translator. 

Then they motioned for us to go 
out, so we followed them, and they 
took us back into the little room. Just 


... ’lou.btc at /K ok nta i a ... 


by Geoff Boyce 

On August 17, without any warning, 
a group of 60 officers, representing the 
Hopi tribal government, the Hopi tribe's 
land team, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
and flte Navajo County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment, invaded the ceremonial Sundance 
at Camp Anna Mae— home to the tradi- 
tional Din<§ resisters who have vowed to 
remain on their homeland despite con- 
tinuous threats of forced eviction by the 
Hopi and federal governments. 

This ceremonial ground is the site of 
a continuous ceremony dedicated to 
the healing of the Earth and toward 
the creation of life. The officers who 
came to invade the village arrived 
armed with a bulldozer, backhoe, 
chainsaws and other equipment of 
destruction, as well as weapons with 
Jive ammunition and several ambu- 
lances. Within several hours, the 
tire ceremonial site at Camp 
Mae had been bulldozed. The sacred 
Sundance Tree of Life, including its 
eagle feathers and prayer offerings, 
was cut down and shredded. 


This act of aggression followed more 
than a month of increasing harass- 
ment and escalating tension after a 
similar attempt to raid the Sundance 
camp on July 1 1, when five Dine elders 
were arrested for trespassing. 

The land at Big Mountain and Black 
Mesa truly belongs to the indigenous 
residents whose ancestors have occu- 
pied the land for countless generations. 

One positive thing that has come out 
of these recent events is the level of 
commitment, determination and sup- 
port demonstrated by the resisters at 
Black Mesa and their allies. The resi- 
dents at Big Mountain and Black Mesa 
will not allow anything to dissuade 
them from maintaining their commit- 
ment to their traditional lifestyle. 

Louise Benally, resident of Camp 
Anna Mae and July 11 arrestee stated, 
"This issue is not about politics; in- 
deed, it is politics— arbitrary US law— 
which has created this situation. This 
issue is about the rights of a people to 
survive, and that is what the residents 



A trampled prayer offering 
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Louise and Joella had court. They were 
not going to release us unless we paid 
them a $500 bond each. But after our 
attorney called, they told us we were 
free to go. When we left the jail there 
were a whole bunch of people waiting 
there for us. 

Finally, when we went back to where 
the ceremony was held, we were happy 
to see that it was still going on. We 
went to the Sundance tree and prayed 
for our healing. We prayed for the 
people, land, air and trees. We were 
happy to be home. 

During the Sundance the police 
made a roadblock to turn the people 
back and give them tickets. The police 
gave out about 400-500 tickets for 
$500/day trespassing charge to the 
Dine people and to our supporters. 
Even my daughter was told she would 
be fined if she left to get us water. The 
police said they shut off the water well 
for the whole time of the Sundance. It 
was not until Sunday afternoon that 
they turned the water back on. 


We are grandmothers, who like to 
help and pray. We are still human 
beings with five fingers. We always go 
by our traditional ways. We pray and 
we want to walk in Beauty Way. We 
were all born on Big Mountain, under 
the tree, on the ground. When we were 
born our grandma picked us up from 
the Earth and cleaned us. She laughed, 
and we were wrapped in mohair sheep- 
skin. We will not forget our traditional 
ways, walking and having our children 
grow up among Big Mountain. 

When I think about the policeman 
speeding down the dirt roads, I remem- 
ber it was rough and scary. The Hopi 
police and the Hopi tribe lied when 
they told us they were just taking us to 
meet with the Hopi chairman to see 
about a permit for the ceremony. When 
we got there they arrested us. This is 
what I know. This is the truth. We want 
our freedom so we can pray and not be 
called trespassers on our own land. We 
just want to be free. 

— Elvira Horseherder 



Panama Canal of the North 


The Northwest Passage — the 
route linking Asia and Europe across 
the Canadian arctic — is expected 
to become a feasible shipping lane 
in 15 years. A professor at the Uni- 
versity of Calgary, Rob Huebert, 
believes that as global warming 
melts the polar ice cap, the passage 
will rival the Panama Canal. He 
says that Canada is not prepared 
for security issues, crime, disease or 
potential environmental disasters 
which may result. 

The Northwest Passage is usually 
choked with ice for most of the 
year, but in the summer of 1999 a 
pair of icebreakers accompanied a 
Russian floating dry dock through 
the passage on the way to Bermuda 
and encountered little ice. 

The first person to navigate the 
passage was Roald Amundsen in 
1906. He spent three years making 
the voyage — including two winters 
locked in ice. Soon the crossing time 
could be as short as one week. Oil- 
laden supertankers traveling be- 
tween Japan and Europe, currently 
unable to use the Panama Canal 
because of their massive size, will 
save 12,000 nautical miles with the 
arctic route. It is a possibility that 
lends the potential for environmen- 
tal catastrophe should such a ship 
suffer a mishap. 

U'wa Tribe Hides Oil 

Occidental Petroleum (OXY) an- 
nounced in late July that it failed to 
find oil at the Gibraltar 1 well site 
on the U'wa tribe’s ancestral land in 
Northeastern Colombia. The com- 
pany has begun removing equip- 
ment from the site — a positive turn 
of events for the resistance cam- 
paign waged by the U'wa, an indig- 
enous community of 8,000. 

The announcement by OXY came 
after the U'wa had been praying for 
months and using traditional ritu- 
als to "hide the oil." 

While the U’wa called this devel- 
opment a “cultural triumph," the 
tribe pointed out that the land is 
still threatened by oil exploration 
by the Spanish company Repsol, 
which is just beginning exploratory 
drilling in the Capachos 1 block. 
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The Hopi tribe offers no apologies. 


of Big Mountain are going to continue 
doing. However, it is dear that this 
conflict, is far from over." 

"This is just one of the steps that the 
Hopi tribe will be taking to enforce its 
jurisdiction over the Hopi Reserva- 
tion, " said Cedric Kuwanin vaya of the 


“They tore the tree down, the arbor 


are still in place. The rang- 
ers and the police involved 
are all lost and have no 
concept of having a life or 
understanding of it, so 
don't waste too much of 
your time on them. We 
need pressure at all lev- 
els," urges Louise Benally. 

The Dine of Black Mesa 
have called for a world- 
wide prayer gathering on 
October 12-13. People 
from all around the world 
are asked to assist the Din£ 
elders and their families in 
two days of prayer in support of indig- 
enous rights, religious freedom and the 
setting in motion of events that will 
allow all people to return to harmony 
with Earth. 

For more info., contact Black Mesa 
Indigenous Support, POB 23501, Flag- 
staff, AZ 86002; (928) 773-8086; 
blackmesais@yahoo.com; 
www.blackmesais.org. Tit ' ’ 
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Wolves and Poodles 


An indigenous, anarchist, head hunting wolf to the 
unknown person(s) who "in an apparent protest" beheaded 
and spray-painted a marble statue of Christopher Columbus 
in Santa Barbara, California. Painted on the statue was a peace 
sign and the anarchist "circle A." On the back were the spray- 
painted words, "Tell children the truth." An upside-down 
American flag was placed in front of the statue, with the 
words "Truth: 509 years of indigenous genocide." 

A Better Homes and Gardens black-mailing wolf to the 
Lawn Liberation Front! for mailing out to their neighbors 
white handbill-sized flyers attached with a black ribbon. 
Below the ribbon were the letters LLF!. The flyers explained 
that the recipient of that letter's lawn may be bestowed with 
12-inch spikes to encourage them to stop mowing. The flyers 
assert that lawnmowers and tractors are the leading causes of 
toxic emissions in the US and that plastic bags of grass 
contribute to the "exponential expansion of landfills." The 
notice further declares, "Grass is a living entity that deserves 
as much respect as humans." 

A take this weak-ass, see-through, timber-industry- 
backed appeal back to Norton and die wolf to the Tenth 
Circuit Court of Appeals for dismissing a lawsuit claiming 
that more logging is needed in Wyoming's Medicine Bow 
National Forest. The lawsuit was filed by the Coalition for 
Sustainable Resources and represented by the Denver-based 
Mountain States Legal Foundation. This is the same legal 
foundation where Secretary of the Interior Gail Norton got 
her claim to fame. The coalition's lawsuit claimed that a lack 
of logging in the Medicine Bow National Forest has increased 
the forest density and decreased the amount of water runoff 
into the Platte River. 

A Cactus Ed Haaooooooooowlin' wolf to Ken Sleight 
for receiving the first-ever Edward Abbey Award for Conser- 
vation from the Sierra Club's Glen Canyon Chapter. Sleight, 
a conservation legend in Utah, was immortalized as the 
character "Seldom Seen Smith" in Abbey's 1975 novel The 
Monkey Wrench Gang. "The Sierra Club honors Ken in 
recognition of his great contributions to the protection of 
Southern Utah's public lands, wilderness and wild rivers," 
said the group's chairman. 




La Puebla de Valverde, a community of 500 residents 200 
miles east of Madrid, Spain. The mink fled after unknown 
attackers knocked down 80 yards offence and opened cages 
in the middle of the night. No one claimed responsibility 
for the attack. The minks were of the American variety not 
native to Spain's countryside and can attack partridges and 
rabbits, competing with native predators for food. 

A we can log "protected" forest and spend the money 
on greenwashing our public image poodle to The Na- 
ture Conservancy (TNC) for teaming up with Interna- 
tional Paper (IP), one of the largest loggers of forests in the 
world. TNC purchased 26,500 acres of IP's 300,000 acres 
of forestland in Adirondack Park, New York. An IP spokes- 
man stated they wanted the land to remain in "working 
forest condition" and that TNC would either log land 
themselves or sell the timber rights to contractors. 

A now I can shoot you with no eco-guilt poodle to the 
US Army for designing a less environmentally harmful 5.56 
mm bullet for their standard M-16 rifles. In the new bullet, 
a less toxic tungsten composite replaces the lead. In a 
program that has cost $12 million so far, the military says 
using "green-ammunition" cuts soil contamination caused 
by the millions of slugs fired annually at its practice ranges. 
"We just want to be good stewards of the environment, " said 
Army spokeswoman Karen Baker. 

A mad-cow happy-meal token gesture poodle to the 
National Audubon Society for presenting McDonald's with 
its 2001 Environmental Leadership Award. Citing more 
than a decade of "environmental action," Audubon Presi- 
dent John Flicker praised McDonald's for its "green track 
record," saying "McDonald's implements the highest envi- 
ronmental standards." The Audubon Leadership Award rec- 
ognizes the recipient for either a single, extraordinary feat, 
or a long record of significant contributions to conservation . 
"With more than 28,000 restaurants serving more than 43 
million people a day in 120 countries, McDonald's as a 
business leader demonstrates to the world tme corporate 
responsibility and leadership." 
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We're afraid of intimacy, of 
wildness, of love; afraid of the 
very things we desire, because if 
we acknowledged them v 
would have to acknowledge the 
possibility of losing them. If we 
fail in this century, it won't be 
because of a 
because of fear. 

— Terry Tempest Williams 


by Wyoming Womyn 

Another week goes by in a blur. 

Yet this time it's a week in Wyo- 
ming, and we are guests of 
Teewinot Earth First! at the Round 
River Rendezvous from July 7-15. 

The Rendezvous committee 
was limited in number this year, 
which meant much of the infra- 
structure was not in place until 
after a hundred or so activists 
had arrived. The work that 
needed to be done was completed 
quickly and efficiently by a large 
number of volunteers. Many 
thanks to all of you! 

The Rendezvous site was beau- 
tiful; kudos to the local EFiers who picked it out! It was also 
sufficiently trashed by cows and ATVs; so much so that 400 
or more of us over a week's time were unlikely to leave a 
significant impact. 

A local newspaper estimated 10 to 15,000 people would 
attend. Luckily, crowds of that size never materialized. We 
did, however, have 400 to 500 people total throughout the 
week. Even some locals joined our band of bandits around 
the campfire to present a variety of viewpoints. 


Demographically, there were 
many more virgins than repeat- 
ers, and many of them were 
young urban activists and anar- 
chists who were getting their 
first backcountry experiences. 
One suggestion overheard at the 
Rendezvous: That because we 
seem to be attracting a lot of 
people with minimal or no 
camping skills, we need to 
| schedule an early workshop that 
.§■ will fill people in on those ba- 
| sics. There was more car camp- 
s’ ing at this Rendezvous than at 
S' most — hopefully that will not 
become a trend. 

Fire danger was high but not 
that high — with intermittent rain, usually a few sprinkles 
but occasionally a real storm. On Sunday there was a storm 
that brought wind, lightning, rain and golf ball-sized hail 
that gave us a significant quantity of moisture. 

The bears, wolverines and mountain lions must've 
heard that a bunch of wild eco-freaks were coming their 
way. Squirrels, birds, grouse and peculiarly extroverted 
deer were probably the only wildlife observed by the vast 
majority of attendees. 



Blister beetle on lupine flowers 




Golf Courses Choice Target for ELF 

Three college students claiming to be a part of the Earth 
Liberation Front were charged July 19 with damaging golf 
courses in Nebraska. They were charged with multiple 
counts of fourth-class felony charges of criminal mischief 
in Douglas County Court. I ho Pines Country Club in 
Valley was hit July 17 and was the fourth area golf course 
damaged since late June. 

At the Knolls golf course and Champions Club in north- 
west Omaha and the Indian Creek golf course in Elkhorn, 
buildings were spray painted and greens dug up causing an 
estimated $7,000 in damage. 

Douglas County Sheriff Fim Dunning said tire arrests 
came after a tip from a resident near the golf course. The 
three men "indicated they were part of ELF," Dunning said. 

ELF Hits Dynegy Power Plant Vehicles 

Fifteen vehicles had their tires slashed and flattened, 
slogans spray painted and a dozen windows broken onjuly 
21 at the Dynegy power plant in Eagiange, Kentucky. 

"We wanted to send a dear message to Dynegy that the 
people will not sit around idly while out Earth and health 


is put into jeopardy for the sake of a few wallets," stated an 
ELF communique. 

Dynegy's natural gas-powered plants release nitrous^ 
oxide, one of the main ingredients in ground level ozone. 

Trees Spiked in Gifford Pinchot 

An anonymous group claimed responsibility for spiking 
hundreds of trees in Washington's Gifford Pinchot Na- 
tional Forest. The Greenhorn Timber sale contains 99 acres 
of old-growth forest. 

A communique stated, “We are claiming responsibility 
for spiking 60-penny nails high and low into hundreds of 
trees in the Upper Greenhorn Timber Sale in the Cowlitz 
Valley Ranger District in the Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest. . . The Forest Service was notified of this action before 
this year's logging season so we could take all precautions 
to assure worker safety." 

Dutch Railway Sabotaged to Interrupt 
Car Imports 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) sabotaged part of the 
freight railway tracks near Leusden, The Netherlands, 
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There were ticks, however; and 
supposedly brown recluse spi- 
ders that thankfully were so re- 
clusive nobody encountered 
one. The most abundant fauna 
undoubtedly had to be the mos- 
quitoes and flies. The mosqui- 
toes, though annoying, were 
wimps as mosquitoes go — not 
like the ones at the Wisconsin 
Rendezvous that would carry 
you off if given half a chance. 

After awhile you adapted. 

One interesting aspect to this 
Rendezvous concerned the mat- 
ter of the Forest Service's re- 
quired, large-group camping 
permit. While getting a permit 
hasn't always been an issue at Rendezvous, there has been 
growing resistance to the idea. With the help of sage advice 
from more experienced activists present, the committee 
drew up a site plan in lieu of a permit and were gratified 
(and a bit astonished) to find it accepted by the Freddies. 
No signatures were ever given to them! The Freddies — 
along with other local and regional law enforcement 
agencies — left us well enough alone afterwards. 

One major decision evolved this year: We decided on a 


policy of never signing anything 
at the Rendezvous or Organizers' 
Conferences, with the proviso 
that the planning committees 
can, if necessary, discuss a per- 
mit with the whole group once 
the gathering begins. 

This was a very mellow Ren- 
dezvous with low controversy 
levels. Even those who disap- 
proved of the large numbers of 
dogs running around without 
supervision were mellow about 
it. Though dog lovers do need to 
supervise their pets more dili- 
gently at these events. 

Previous years' Rendezvous fre- 
quently came with a maze of 
banners as various camps identified themselves. This year 
that long-standing Earth First! tradition was largely missing. 

A couple of things stood out this time around. While there 
was a dearth of the traditional abundance of white guys with 
guitars, this Rendezvous was somewhat unique in that most 
of the stay-up-all-night campfire performers were gals with 
guitars — and not everybody around those fires was white 
either. Who'd a thunk it?! 

continued on next page 



Freddies unsuccessfully attempt to get permit signed. 
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causing car transport delays. The action was taken in late 
July due to the failure of the Bonn climate conference, 
stated an 1 LF communique. 

1 he ac t feists also placed an obvious warning sign for the 
train's engineer. According to the communique, "A barof 
rail was removed near car importer Pon.” 

The target, Pon Corporation of Leusden, imports! 
Volkswagen, Audi and Porcine cars, and the ELF states that 
Pon contributes to climate change. "It is clear that solu- 
tions are not to be expected from democratic govern- 
ments. Large industries, such as the oil business, have 
them on a leash." 

Pon has been targeted before: In 1 993, hundreds of tires 
were sabotaged, and in 1995 several hundred cars were 
smeared with paint. 

GM Field Destroyed in The Netherlands 

On July 12, the third test field to be hit in 1 he Netherlands 
in recent months was destroyed in F.lst. Activists calling 
themselves the Mobile Unite for Bio-safety destroyed a field 
of potatoes, belonging to Syngenta Mogen. The potatoes 
were genetically altered to resist the phythophora fungus. 


Earlier, the Raging Hares destroyed two fields of geneti- 
cally modified sugar beets. 

GM Farm Raided for the Second Time 

In July, police were called to Sunnymead Farm in 
Wlvenhoe, United Kingdom, when farmer Jim Dutton 
heard noises in one of the two fields he uses for testing 
genetically modified (GM) forage maize. An Essex Police 
spokeswoman said, "They arrived and found there had 
been damage to the maize crop, but there was no trace of 
any body." Fhe raid is the second large-scale act of sabotage 
at the Sunnymead Farm, which has been the center of 
controversy since GM field trials began there last summer. 

Eleven activists were acquitted June 27 for causing crinii- 
nal damage to GM crops at the fann during a night-time raid 
on June 20, 2000. Police apprehended the "Wivenhoe 1 1 " 
at the farm, yet the court proset ution collapsed because the 
defendants had been charged with damaging GM crops but 
had actual)' 'la.nagui uon-( >M c mps by mistake. 

Seven protesters were also arrested on June 30 during a 
daytime protest at the Sunnymead Farm for trespassing 
and criminal damage. 
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EE! annual Rendezvous continued... 


continued from previous page 

The site lay near the town of 
Alpine, Wyoming, with a friendly 
watering hole: the Bull Moose 
Saloon. This probably helped to 
keep the stray glass and alumi- 
num to a minimum. 

Twenty years ago in the Gros 
Ventre Wilderness, EF! fought 
off oil and gas interests that were 
trying to get their little fingers 
into the Wyoming Wildlands. 

Drilling is a major issue in Wyo- 
ming right now, especially with 
the phony "energy-crisis" that is 
being pedaled to us by the Bush/ 

Cheney machine (see article page 
6) . So in the spirit of "bringing it Red, green and black unite 

back to where it all began," the modem, anarchist 

post-Rendezvous action targeted the drilling on Wyoming's 
public lands. 

On July 16, 40 protesters took over the BLM office in 
Pinedale, Wyoming. The front doors to the office were 
locked shut by two women who used bike locks to secure 
their necks to the door handles. A third person locked to a 
structure in the center of the office. The BLM employees 
tried to ignore us; but thanks to a few talkative folks, 
musicians and guerrillas, the staff was unable to concentrate 
on their work. The local cops were present along with 
reporters who stated that they had never covered a story like 



this before. This small Wyoming 
town was caught off guard by our 
convergence on the office. 

After about three hours of hell- 
raising and discussions, the field 
manager and activists reached 
common ground — an arrange- 
ment that allowed the EFlers to 
walk free of charges, and the BLM 
read and signed a statement 
«. drawn up that stated: "We agree 
| that the long-term environmen- 
tal health is more important than 
-I economic gains. We agree that 
J? development of environmentally 
" sensitive energy sources is a pri- 
ority, and we are willing to work 
in Eugenia and Wobblio — a together toward these goals." 
version of Romeo and Juliet. Symbolism and lip service not- 
withstanding, we got the BLM employees to step beyond 
rhetoric so commonly exported by people in government. 

The Wyoming BLM is under federal pressure to approve 
as many drilling permits as they can. In fact, the Pinedale 
office personnel admitted they never fully denied a permit 
but rather shifted the drilling site to a "less sensitive" area. 
Presently, more than 100,000 new oil and gas wells are 
proposed for Wyoming. There are already 22,500 such 
wells in the state today. 

For more information, contact Teewinot EF!, POB 1588, 
Wilson, WY 83014; skulnrs@aol.com. 






Northcoast Enviro 
Center Destroyed I 


iCOftflt Cooler 


Authorities are investigating arson as the possible cause 
of a July 25 fire that destroyed the headquarters of an 
environmental group in Areata, California. The Areata Fire 
Department declined to comment on rumors that the fire 
at the Northcoast Environmental Center (NEC) might 
have been started by anti-environmentalists. 

A longtime opponent of the logging industry, NEC 
recently joined with other environmental organizations to 
urge the US Senate to keep from funding timber cutting 
and roadbuilding in national forests. The center is celebrat- 
ing its 30th anniversary this year and had only $8,000 
remaining on its mortgage. 

Firefighters evacuated several buildings as they battled 
for nearly five hours to stop the blaze. The NEC office, a 
paint business, a nightclub and four apartments above it 
were completely destroyed. No one was injured. 

Lost in the fire were the center's archives and reference 
library containing 9,500 books, 800 periodicals and other 
documents covering virtually every environmental issue in 
the Northwest in the past three decades. Computer equip- 
ment, the 4,500-member mailing list and recent donations 
of more than $15,000 were also consumed by flames. 

Connie Stewart, Arcata's mayor and the center's office 
manager, said, "The stuff that we lost is tragic, but the Donations can be sent to 
people are what made the Northcoast Environmental Cen- tion, POB 99, Bayside, CA | 
ter over the last 30 years a place that truly protects the on NEC, visit www.necani 
environment. The energy of those people hasn't gone * 


away. We'll be back and better than ever." 
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Driving Biocentrism to Extinction 


by Lone Wolf Circles 

In the old days I had fun pushing 
cultural diversity in EF!, much to the 
chagrin of Mr. Foreman. The connection 
between social inequity and ecological 
destruction needed some illumination. 
Now with the Journal slanted so heavily 
the other way — in the direction of multi- 
issue political correctness — the little 
devil on my shoulder insists I again 
offer up some counter-measures. 

In the interest of balance, then, 

I offer the following in response 
to the Dear Comrade parody in 
the Litha issue. 

Communique 

Hola, Companeras: 

The inner circle of the So- 
cial Anarchista Liberation 
Front has determined that 
so-called "biocentrists" are 
bigots, racists and single-is- 
sue pawns of the insidious 
System. We hereby consense 
that said biocentrists are in 
opposition rather than alli- 
ance with the growing 
people's movement. Time 
and time again, they've put 
organization and results 
ahead of personal liberties 
and lifestyle issues, and they 
have made heroes out of 
charismatic leaders at the ex- 
pense of the common activ- 
ist. It is our duty to ostracize 
these elements, make examples 
of them in our gender circles, 
leave them off our fundraising com- 
pact discs, disrupt their campfire 
sing-alongs and lampoon them in 
our journal. Sisters and brothers, we 
should share neither our beds nor 
our beers with them, until our ranks 
are cleansed of their kind at last! 

It is time to weed out those who 
insist on wearing camouflage and 
Tevas instead of black t-shirts and 
Doc Martens, and those who live in 
the woods instead of in one of our 
interactive urban communities. How 
can one be an ecowarrior if they've 
never shoplifted clothes from the 
Gap for local street people, orga- 


nized a hemp rally or clogged up 
traffic on a bicycle? We all have to 
do our part to protect the purity of 
the UTSR (United Theory of Social 
Relativism) from counter-revolu- 
tionaries: Those who think we need 
to have a relationship with the trees 
before we can be considered "in- 



formed of their needs." Those who 
insist there's anything about wil- 
derness and nature that we can't 
understand by staying right here in 
the city trashing Starbucks. Those 
who fail to see the benefits of a 
rising population of poor and op- 
pressed humans to the health of 
wild ecosystems. 

The ecofascists who would restrict 
immigration and ask poor people to 
have less children are no different 
than the pilots who dropped the 
bomb on Hiroshima. They don't re- 
alize that the health of the wilder- 
ness depended on the special land 


husbandry techniques of ancient in- 
digenous people, and without na- 
tives there might never have been 
any old-growth forests. At the same 
time, the ecospiritualists have 
taken on the vocabulary of the op- 
pressors (using words like "sacred"), 
evoking the authority figure of 
"Gaia" to replace the equally op- 
pressive "God." We must be free of 
all woo-woo, hierarchy, order and 
responsibility so that we can 
be true activists for this 
century of liberation. Both 
the ecofascists and the 
ecospiritualist suse the 
term "deep ecology" to 
mask the continued sub- 
jugation of women and 
the third world by First 
World male Europeans, 
and it's up to us to put a 
stop to it! 

It is time to look beyond 
the movement's shameful 
and divisive ecocentric past. 
Now in our own time we 
must find a social, human 
issue within everything we 
do, even when protesting 
the sufferings of laboratory 
frogs and ravaged corpo- 
rate forests. How can any- 
one not see the connection 
between wage discrimina- 
tion and endangered spe- 
cies, or how the inhumane 
treatment of one-legged 
sex-offenders leads directly 
to the eradication of tropical 
rainforests? If we are to evolve 
as a movement, then certain biocentric 
trends must indeed go extinct. 

Remember: No compromise in de- 
fense of people in labor unions, poor 
people, handicapped people, gender- 
compromised people, people with 
chemical sensitivities, migrant people, 
leftist people, people of color (and 
redwood trees)! Oppressed Peoples 
(and the Earth) First! 

Viva solidarity! 

Sympatico, 

— COMMANDANTE SALLY 

The Social Anarchista Liberation Front 
Concensus Council 
—Laughing Wolf Circles, Secretary 
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In Defense of the Southern Plains 


In a land governed by cattle-ranching, unsustainable sod-busting farming, and yet more cattle-ranching, the 
adage that “no tyranny is permanent” is a guiding force for activism to re-wild the southern plains. The efforts 
of groups such as the Biodiversity Legal Foundation, Forest Guardians, Rocky Mountain Animal Defense, and 
the Southern Plains Land Trust are aimed at protecting and restoring the often-forgotten beauty and (potential) 
abundance of the southern half of America’s Serengeti. 



The southern plains — located in Colorado, eastern New Mexico, western Kansas, western Oklahoma, and 
western Texas — contains rolling prairie grassland, juniper-forested canyons and buttes, and shinnery oak habitat. 
In the pre-European era, the southern plains boasted of astonishing natural abundance. A prairie dog colony in 
Texas stretched for 25,000 square miles and contained 
approximately 400 million prairie dogs. Tens of millions 
of bison and pronghorn roamed the landscape. Animals 
we now think of as forest creatures, including elk, grizzly 
bears, and wolves, were originally at home on the prairie. 

Native plants included grasses such as buffalograss, blue 
grama, western wheatgrass, and sideoats grama, which 
contained five-foot root systems literally holding the 
prairie in place. Grassland birds, frogs, and snakes 
enjoyed a mosaic of prairie habitats, from prairie dog 
colonies to areas with taller vegetation, to healthy 
streamsides. 


This paradise of flora and fauna has been relentlessly 
assaulted, as “settlers” converted native prairie to crops, 
and liquidated the prairie grassland with their cattle and 
sheep. The early colonizers exterminated wolves and 
grizzlies from the landscape, and elk were hunted down 
to near extinction in the plains. The large black-tailed 


Geographic focus on southern plains activism. 
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prairie dog colonies were annihilated, reducing total prairie dog acreage by 99% in the course of a government 
extermination campaign conducted at the behest of ranchers. 

Payback came in the form of the Dust Bowl, which forced many ranchers and farmers out of the southern 
plains. Human populations in rural areas in the region have been declining ever since. The large landowners 
that remain tend to be intolerant of native wildlife — condemning various species as pests or predators worthy 
only of Icontroli efforts. Coyote bounties are still in place in some areas, rattlesnakes are killed on sight, and 
pronghorn and prairie dogs are seen as thieves of forage meant for cows. Many ranchers continue to rake up 
government subsidies and extend their contempt for wildlife to the “government pastures” — public lands — 
they call their own. 

This tyranny by ranchers, like all other tyrannies throughout human history, is not permanent. Ready to take its 
place is a vision of the “Buffalo Commons”, where large herds of these woolly beasts will be justly restored to 
their former range. In our view, wolves, grizzlies, elk and other animals missing from the landscape must be 
restored. Native grassland must be protected, as must streams and wetlands so long-abused by cattle ranchers, 
but so capable of springing back. 

Momentum is building for the Buffalo Commons. The theme has re-emerged through the work of the Great 
Plains Restoration Council (GPRC) . We support and are pleased by this project, but GPRC’s current focus is 
on the northern plains. The Buffalo Commons needs to take hold in the southern plains as much as up north, 
and voices on behalf of the wild lands and creatures of the southern plains need to grow louder. 

Our organizations advocate vigilant and energetic efforts to protect the wild flora and fauna of the southern 
plains. We consider the Buffalo Commons project to be underway in our neck of the prairie, as we take steps to 
acquire land and protect the wild. In rural areas, the land is cheap, the people are leaving, and itfs time to re-wild 
the southern plains through a wide range of methods. In urban areas, the fight rages over who will prevail in this 
historic struggle — those who seek to convert natural areas to cash versus those who find beauty and solace in 
landscapes full of life and a sky graced by raptors. We side with the latter vision. 

Protesting destruction... 



Rocky Mountain Animal Defense (RMAD) has led the way in Colorado to fight for 
urban prairie dog colonies. Our focus is on black-tailed prairie dogs (Cynomys 
ludovicianus) due to their importance in providing a prey base, creating shelter via 
their extensive burrow systems, and providing a mosaic of vegetation through their 
clipping and grazing activities. Given their particular importance to the ecosystem, 
prairie dogs are considered by scientists to be a keystone species in short- and mixed- 
grass prairies and therefore deserve special attention. 
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Graphic from RMAD’s very informative prairie dog website at: www.prairiedogs.org. 
Visit this website for an overview of the humble mammal partly responsible for shaping the Great Plains. 


Over the past several years, the urban destruction machine has escalated in the quest to transform precious 
natural areas into strip malls and parking lots. In the process, prairie dogs colonies are destroyed by bulldozers 
and poisoned by open space managers more suited for managing golf courses. Prairie dogs are poisoned, 
crushed, and suffocated by the continued assault on nature. Also impacted are the many wildlife species, includ- 
ing raptors, coyotes, foxes, rattlesnakes, ground squirrels, and others, who rely on prairie dog towns to fetch a 
meal or seek cover. RMAD’s weapons have been varied, but the goal has never wavered: defending individual 
prairie dogs and their communities from incursions by humans. 

V Challenging prairie dog shooting. Since RMAD was started in 1994, we have used protest and civil disobedi- 
ence to draw attention to the plight of prairie dogs shot for sport. We have chained ourselves together to foil 
perverse shooting contests, where shooters make sport of “triples” (killing with one bullet three prairie dogs 
clinging to each other), “red mist” (using a high-powered rifle to literally explode a prairie dog), and “flipper” 
(causing a prairie dog to launch into the air with the force of a bullet). Due in part to our efforts, these contests 
have been severely restricted in Colorado, and prairie dog shooting is now illegal in the state (with a loophole for 
landowners) as of this month. 

V Obstructing poisoning efforts. RMAD has used protest and litigation to prevent prairie dog poisoning in 
urban areas. We are currently suing the state of Colorado over continued poisoning, arguing that it violates the 
state ban on traps, poisons, and snares. The Colorado Division of Wildlife, Colorado Governor Bill Owens, and 
other state agencies and officials have, at best, demonstrated an unwillingness to protect prairie dogs, and, at 
worst, openly shown their hostility to prairie dog protection. We have successfully prevented prairie dog poison- 
ings from occurring on several occasions, through the use of litigation and protests. Our associates have also dug 
up poisoned burrows whenever possible to free prairie dogs and the myriad other species from human-created 
underground gas chambers. However, the poisoning continues at alarming rates, and we recorded the loss of 1 
in 4 prairie dog colonies in the Boulder/Denver area over the past two years. 

V Educating the public and policy-makers. Through our efforts, we have made prairie dog protection a house- 
hold issue in the Denver/ Boulder area. Most Coloradoans agree with wildlife protection and most urban human 
residents agree that prairie dogs should not be killed. It is our aim to translate the public will into policy, which 
is easier said than done. The struggle goes on, and includes demonstrations, extensive distribution of our Prairie 
Dog Action Packet (we’ll happily send you one), consistent pressure on state and local officials to provide prairie 
dog protection, and an active and visible website. 


Earth First! Journal blank wall-special insert September-October 2001 Earth First! Page 31 

WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 



V Building a coalition. Largely as a result of the RMAD-hosted Colorado Prairie Dog Summit in March 2001, 
the Prairie Dog Coalition was formed. The Coalition is an effort to bring together individual activists, 
grassroots, and national organizations to recover black-tailed prairie dogs in northeastern Colorado, preserve 
colonies along the Front Range, and conduct broader advocacy of prairie dog ecosystems in the U.S. With a 
systematic and unified effort, the tide could turn for prairie dogs in urban 


Colorado. Visit the Prairie Dog Coalition website at: 
www.prairiedogcoalition.org. 


FOREST 


n „ . . Guardian 

Protecting species... 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation (BLF) and 
Forest Guardians are working to protect imperiled 
species through the Endangered Species Act (ESA) ai 
other federal laws. We’ve focused on several species v 

the aim of ecosystem protection in shortgrass prairie 

foundation ^ esert g rass l an ds. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
continues to be derelict in its duties of protecting these critical ecosystems by refusing to enforce the ESA. 
Continual litigation by our groups on behalf of imperiled species in the southern plains is therefore required. 




V Northern Aplomado falcon (Falco femoralis septentrionalis). Historically a resident of northern Mexico, 
southern Texas, southern New Mexico, and southeastern Arizona, this regal falcon was eliminated in the U.S. 
on account of pesticide use and brush encroachment caused by 


livestock ranching. Encroachment by mesquite has been linked to 
early 20th century eradication of prairie dogs in many areas in the 
southwest U.S. The Aplomado is starting to sporadically appear in 
the U.S. portion of its range only because of intensive reintroduction 
efforts. However, despite its endangered status under the ESA, these 
reintroductions have not been coupled with any degree of protection 
from habitat destruction by agriculture and oil and gas extraction. 
Forest Guardians aims to correct this situation through assertive use 
of the ESA and other applicable federal laws. 

V Lesser prairie chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus). These 
unusual grassland birds are known for their showy breeding antics in 
which males strut, inflate their reddish-purple air sacs, and boom 
(emit a vocalization that resonates widely) to attract the attention of 
choosy females. The lesser prairie chickenfs range has declined by 
over 90% over the past century due to habitat destruction by agricul- 
ture operations in the southern plains. As the prairie chicken requires 
taller grasses in sand sagebrush and shinnery oak habitats, the current 
primary threat is livestock overgrazing on public and private lands 
alike. The BLF petitioned for the chicken to be listed under the ESA 
in 1995 and FWS responded, predictably, with a warranted but 



precluded decision. Forest Guardians and the BLF will step up Lesser prairie chicken 

efforts to get the lesser prairie chicken listed. Courtesy of Vireo ©. 
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V Black-tailed prairie dog. As a keystone species in the short- and mixed- 
grass prairie, the black-tailed prairie dog (BTPD) deserves special atten- 
tion. The BLF and Predator Conservation Alliance filed a petition for a 
threatened listing of this species of prairie dog under the ESA in August 
1998. FWS unsurprisingly declined listing, citing a lack of resources, and 
designated the BTPD a candidate species. The real reason for not listing 
the species was the continued tendency by FWS to back down on protec- 
tion of any species posing a threat to extractive industries such as ranching 
and “development.” The purgatory of candidate status for the BTPD is 
not good news as it provides no protection and is a status from which few 
species escape. The Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, 
and states within the range of the BTPD are all conducting prairie dog 
planning, but the adequacy of these efforts is questionable. Forest Guard- 
ians and the BLF will push for aggressive protection of this keystone 
species in the southern plains alongside efforts in the northern plains, 
largely led by Predator Conservation Alliance. 

v Mountain plover (Charadrius montanus). This grassland bird is closely 
associated with prairie dog colonies in its Great Plains breeding range, as 
it prefers the short-cropped grasses on prairie dog towns for foraging and 
nesting. In part due to the decreased availability of prairie dog acres, 
mountain plovers have declined by over 60% since 1 966. The BLF 
petitioned for ESA listing of this species in 1997. Although the FWS 
admits the bird merits listing and has proposed it as a threatened species, 
the mountain plover has still not been protected. BLF continues to push 
for this bird’s protection. 

V Other prairie species. This list is not exhaustive, as there is a growing 
catalog of species imperiled in the southern plains. In fact, grassland birds 
are the most rapidly declining group of birds in the country. The prairie 
dog ecosystem, for its part, is teetering on the brink, and needs our 
vigilance and energy. The black-footed ferret (Mustek nigripes) cannot 
survive without prairie dogs, who furnish ferrets with a prey base and 
habitat. The ferret continues to confront extinction due to the refusal of 
FWS and federal land managers to adopt the prairie dog protections 
necessary for full-scale restoration. The swift fox (V ulpes velox) is associ- 
ated with prairie dogs in a large part of her range and is imperiled, but 
any hope for protection was destroyed last year when FWS removed the 
swift fox from ESA candidacy. The list of species imperiled in the South- 
ern Plains is a growing one, and the usual culprits are livestock ranching 
and oil and gas activities on public and private lands. Forest Guardians 
and the BLF will continue to seek adequate protections for these species 
on the brink. 


have been sighted on or near 
prairie dog towns. Some of 
these species benefit greatly 
from prairie dog-occupied 

acreage. 

V Prairie dogs inhabit only 

| 1% of their historic acreage, 
v Grazing species are at- 
tracted to the succulent 
vegetation on prairie clog 
j towns. 

| V Herptiles, mammals, 
burrowing owls, and others 
use prairie dog burrows for 

shelter. 

V Prairie dogs provide an 
important prey base to 
raptors and mammalian 

predators. 

"V Prairie dog burrowing 
aerates the soil and may 
improve soil structure and 


absorb and contain water. 
\' Prairie dogs have been 
badly persecuted for over ; 
century. TheyVe been poi- 
soned, gassed, burned, 
drowned, shot, and crush* 
The) hav e inhere nt value 
and the war on them mus 
end. 

Visit www.pmirkdozs.orz f 
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Cattle are not bison 

Federal land managers, ranchers, and even some environ- 
mentalists (!) argue that catde can be a sustain-able part of 
prairie ecosystems, as they substitute for bison grazing. We 
disagree. Cows are very different than bison and do not 
belong in the southern plains. 

V Bison spend litde time in fragile riparian areas, while catde 
degrade such areas by defecating and loitering in streams and 
destroying streambanks, which causes erosion and stream 
disappearance. 

V Cattle dependence on water results in destroyed riparian 
areas, water developments, and groundwater pumping. 

V Bison behavior creates a vegetation mosaic across the 
landscape. In particular, bison wallows provide a refuge for 
specialized prairie flora. We can’t say the same for cattle. 

v When free-roaming, bison donft return to grazed areas 
until the vegetation is rejuvenated, while catde are more 
stationary. 

V Catde seek refuge from the sun and snow by seeking 
woody draws and other shelter, while bison are more adapted 
for inclement prairie weather. 

V Catde overgrazing has been linked with brush encroach- 
ment in the southern plains, while bison roaming and 
grazing patterns are a natural part of prairie ecology. 

V Making the range safe for catde has entailed the stringing 
of “devilfs rope” (barbed wire), which obstructs wildlife 
migration and causes direct mortality to wild animals. 

V Rangeland management for catde continues to involve the 
ruthless extermination of any wildlife seen as a predator of 
cows or a competitor for forage. 



Cow-burnt lesser prairie chicken habitat ©John 
Horning. Cattle grazing imperils a variety of prairie 
wildlife. A dramatic example is the habitat of the lesser 
prairie chicken. This bird’s habitat is degraded by 
livestock production in several ways: elimination of 
shinnery oak habitat; depletion of cover for nests, 
thereby increasing chicken vulnerability to predation; 
destruction of desirable food plants; decreased water- 
holding capacity, causing declines in succulent vegeta- 
tion and insects; trampling of nests and cover. 


Restoring a homeland... 


“We need another and a wiser and perhaps a more mythical concept of animals... They are not brothers, they are 
not underlings, they are other nations, caught with ourselves in the net of life and time, fellow prisoners of the 
splendor and travail of the [Ejarth.” Henry Beston, The Outermost House, 1928 

The Southern Plains Land Trust (SPLT) takes seriously the charge by Henry Beston in 
1928 to view wildlife not as underlings or as brothers (and sisters) but as other nations. As 
other nations, the wildlife in the southern plains has suffered genocide. As other nations, 
they need a homeland. Rather, they need their homeland restored. 

SPLT’s aim is to do just that — give back to the wild plants and animals of this land a place where they can find 
safe refuge. The land SPLT acquires and protects is safeguarded from the ecological devastation wrought by 
livestock ranching. SPLT land is also protected from hunting, fishing, pesticide use, and motorized vehicles. 

Thus far, SPLT has protected 2,600 acres. This is only the start. We deliberately established our reserve near the 
Comanche National Grassland in southeastern Colorado so that these public land 
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(ill-) managed by the U.S. Forest Service will become part of 
a reserve stretching for half a million acres and more. 

SPLT considers the black-tailed prairie dog to be a focal 
species in its reserve design, for the reasons discussed above. 
The prairie dog engineers an ecosystem — makes possible an 
extensive and varied community of life. SPLT’s first acquisi- 
tion was called “Fresh Tracks” due to the myriad of wildlife 
tracks spotted on the snow and muddy ground. Fresh Tracks 
is beautiful rolling grassland with stunning views of prairie 
buttes. For decades before SPLT acquired Fresh Tracks, 
ranchers had thwarted attempts at prairie dog expansion onto the land through the use of poison. Prairie dog 
expansion onto Fresh Tracks is now occurring due to the end of that threat. In addition. Fresh Tracks contains 
many shale outcroppings where stands of echinacea can be found. Another area protected by SPLT contains 
several prairie dog colonies, one of which stretches for 
approximately 1 00 acres and where badgers, pronghorn, 


vation easements. 

That goal is realistic, as land in southeastern Colorado retails 
for about $150 an acre. We compare this to land near 
Denver retailing at over $300,000 an acre. Land values in 
SPLT’s area are low because of human depopulation since 
the Dust Bowl. People are leaving this area — especially 
young people — due to the unsustainability of the livestock 
industry. 

SPLT’s work also presents a challenge to the caricature of 
environmentalists as naive, materialistic urbanites. Our 
office is rural and so are the volunteers monitoring our land. We ward off coyote hunters and cows, and we do 
this by living near and vigilantly safeguarding the refuge. Without a consistent presence in this rural area, cow 
and human trespass would likely be a regular occurrence. For us, the human quality of life is very high here, as 
one doesn’t have to face the apocalyptic conditions of prairie destruction in Denver and Boulder. 

If you’d like to visit, we can use your help in our continual quest to reduce the amount of barbed wire in the 
world and other restoration projects. Wee regularly patrol protected lands, although we minimize walks on the 
land to prevent disturbance of wildlife. We are constantly striving to increase the area protected by SPLT and 
see this as an essential formula for restoring a homeland for prairie wildlife. 


coyotes, rattlesnakes, and burrowing owls are regularly 
sighted. Our aim is to increase Fresh Tracks and other 
protected areas through steady acquisition and use of conser- 
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A collective effort on behalf of the prairie and its wildlife. 

Through their individual initiative and as a collective effort, the organizations described in this section have 
worked to restore and protect the shortgrass prairie of the southern plains to its former beauty and richness. We 
will continue to employ an array of tools to combat human destruction of this region and to aspire towards the 
vision of a truly Wild West. 



FOUNDATION 


FOREST 

GuardianS 




The Biodiversity Legal Foundation 

P.O. Box 278 
Louisville, CO 80027 


Forest Guardians 
Southeast Colorado Office 
P.O. Box 152 
Pritchett, CO 8 1 064 
719-523-4123 
www. fguardians. o rg 
swwild@fguardians.org 

Rocky Mountain Animal Defense 

2525 Arapahoe, #E4-335 
Boulder, CO 80302 
303-449-4422 

www.rmad.org 

rmad@rmad.org 

303-449-4422 


Southern Plains Land Trust 

P.O. Box 66 
Pritchett, CO 81064 
719-523-6296 

www.southernplains.org 

splt@southernplains.org 


To learn more about efforts to protect the northern plains, contact Predator 
Conservation Alliance visit www.predatorconservation.org and the Great Plains 
Restoration Council www.gprc.org. 
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Dear Shitfer Brains... 


continued from page 3 

Shit fer brains, 

Directly addressed to 
and at Yakir Osmoff, 
eifmustdie@hotmaiI.com 
which doesn 't exist by the way. 

Bite me you ignorant ass. 
You have no idea what you 
are contributing to, the de- 
struction of ou r planet. GMO's 
have not been given enough 
time to show their fully det- 
rimental effect pn ecosys- 
tems. When shit starts getting 
really fucked up you'll know 
why it is fucked. There is one 
thing you don't understand 
and that is that what is alive 
and organic will never cease 
existence. We will never give 
up and allow our feelings, 
intuitions and love of Gaia 
to remain dormant and un- 
accounted for. We will take 
action no matter the perse- 
cution. You must not know 
of Christianity's under- 
ground existence during the 
roman rule. Nor the under- 
ground resistance to the 
nazi's in northern europe. 
Nor the underground rail- 
road. These are all anthropo- 
centric examples but you 
must not forget humans are 
creations of nature itself. We 
will never be able to deny 
our birth and creation, even 
after our own extinction. We 
direct activists believe in re- 
specting ourplanet and stop- 
ping the death of it. So you, 
Yakir Osmoff, can forget your 
future intifada because you 
will never win. If you choose 
to proceed with your alleged 
plan, plan for a life long 
struggle you won't see com- 
plete at your death. We are 
the defenders of the free 
world, the living world, the 
truly democratic world, the 
starving world! 

No compromise in defense 
of mother earth! 

— Benjamin 

Dear SFB, 

The Journal has never looked 
better, no doubt. Besides the 
Page 38 Earth First! Mabon 2001 


creative layout, the articles 
have more zest and depth 
than we've seen in years. Ido, 
however, find some of the 
content divisive, typical of the 
internecine gossip mill frac- 
tiousness that has beset 
since '87. In particular, the tioned in you? 
article slamming Abbey and Instead of the usual _ 
hero worship was incisive jications. As no ajiitact ad- 
and made some good points, dress/email wasmentioned for 
but someone needed to speak the Ofanamky's , I hope you 


During the many long hours 
of fund and awareness raising 
of this project I sometimes 
would envision that it could 
be a site or symbol for environ- 
Israel and 
men- 


about what a powerful im- 
pact charismatic personas 
had on motivating new ac- 
tivists and winning new con- 
verts. Foreman would hate 


can pass on these coj 
andmy rmme/address to 
and/or to whoever else 
have been helpful to their fine 
article. I would enjoy hearing 



to admit it now, but his ser- from them and share ideas, 
mons were instrumental in further news of issues in 



Galilee region of Israel 
Thank you, 

— JOEt 

JGtAZm@A©UCOM 

Hi-ho Joumalistasl , 
here's what happens: . 
egation of biology professors 
representing the Union of 
Concerned Scientists (Bos- 
ton, MA, near Harvard) visits 
Idaho to deliver a petition to 
the governor. They read it 
aloud while standing on the 
Statehouse steps. The peti- 
tion denounces clearcutting 
as a major cause of global 


getting me to devote those 
ten years to EF! roadshows. 

Regardless of any human 
frailties, it was personalities 
like Bill Devall, Ed Abbey, 

Peg Millet, Mike Roselle and 
Mary Beth Nearing (to name 
a few) that provided the 
rapid growth of EF!, result- 
ing in the largest /oumu/ sub- 
scription base of any years 
before or since. It was wise 
to unhitch any despots and 
critique the movement's 
dogma, but it is foolhardy to 
devalue or dismiss it's he- 
roes, mentors, role models 
and inspirants. It is not only warming, and the media cov- 
important wilderness issues ers the "event." 
that will suffer, but also the Herd's what h 
fabric of the community that (as you well know): At least 



supports them. 
In service, 


licationwill carry the 


Dear Friends: 

I just received your newest 
issue. Among the many fine 
articles, is one of particular in- 
terest to me. Not Fighting for the 
Holy Land (See EF!J August-Sep- 
tember 2001 ) was of special con- 
cern to me as the writers saw fit 
to pose and mention the 
photograph's setting. Thejohn 
Lennon Forest was a project 
with which I had devoted hours 
of energy and timein the 1980's. 
I am very very pleased to see 
that Allison and Shmuel 
Ofanansky saw fit to mention 
this diverse forested area. 


Eco-Terrorists In- 
vade Boise. Governor De- 
clares Emergency 

Eco-terrorism. The word has 
taken on a life of its own. If 
you bum an unoccupied build- 
ing you're an eco-terrorist. If 
you set some mousies free 
you're an eco-terrorist. If you 
picket a furrier in Beverly Hills 
you're an eco-terrorist. I'm a 
terrorist. You're a terrorist. 
Hell, Oprah's a terrorist! 

At the recent RRR, a dis- 
cussion ensued (during one 
of the very few moments 
when we were not talking 
about the friggin' Freddie 
permit) about deconstructing 


the concept. After all, there 
have been other Grand Ideas 
during the past 1,000 years 
that have required the same 
treatment, such as: 

A) The Divine Right of Kings 
(deconstruction complete) 

B) Slavery (deconstruction 
complete) 

C) The Corporation (decon- 
Sb^apn in process) 

D) Eco-terrorism (decon- 
st ructibp below) 

Since the truth, allegedly, 
is in the details, I propose 
that the word itself must be 
de-conned before the idea, 
t (rflike the Berlin Wall 
' Tore Communism did. 
is spirit 1 am announc- 
a contest: Using $11 the 
The word Ef&TER- 
ISII! create a milder, 
gentler word or phrase. The 
winder (selected by a panel 
comftosedof me) will receive 
a One-year subscription to 
the First! JoumalQ^five 
way-cool bumperstickers 
("Subvert The Dominant 
Paradigm!" being the wayest 
of the cool). 

are two that are not 
e for the prim, partly 
because they're mine and 
partly because they tend to 
inflame, rather than mollify, 
the silly passions of, you 
should pardon theexpression, 
"The Establishment. " The first 
involves the very rich... 

Re recos- rot’em! 

The second involves the 
joy when you see 
ski-lifts on TV... 
©{RESORT-CRIME 

Send your entries to me c/o 
the Journal. Hopefully, by the 
time they gather the thou- 
sands of submission I'll be 
safely back in Guatemala get- 
ting a tan and picking my 
toes. Eat your hearts out. 

— Uncle Ramon 
Note Uncle Ramon is the nick- 
name of a retired life insur- 
ance salesman named Robert 
Amon (Ramon, get it?). United 
States Prosecuting Attorneys 
insist on calling it an "alias. " 


Dear SFB, 

To All my buddies and 
friends that have called me 
(at the Pensacola News Jour- 
nal) about the truth on the 
shark attack here on 
Pensacola Beach, the truth is 
coming out! There is a rea- 
son that the "hero" of the 
attack that wrestled that 7 
foot shark to shore is not 
giving any interviews, and is 
hard to find. There is a rea- 
son that this 7 foot shark was 
in 2 feet of water, and there is 
a reason that the family is 
"acting funny" about taking 
money from those that want 
to help... here it is... hard 
truth... Sit down... 

The uncle that wrestled the 
shark ashore was fishing for 
sharks, had it on a line and 
had been fighting it for two 
hours plus. 

The unidentified stranger 
that helped him also helped 
him fight the fish to shore. 
When the shark got into two 
feet of water, the kids all ran 
into the water in jubilation 
and the shark lunged from 
off the ground and hit Jessie 
Arbogast twice, took his arm 
off and bit into his leg! 

The man had chum in the 
water, and heavy tackle built 
to fish for sharks. 

His nephew got bit because 
the entire family went into 
the water trying to wrestle 
the fish to land. There is big 
money on a shark that size. 

This is the Truth. 

The press has suppressed 
the real truth, because they 
are afraid that it will affect 
the contributions for Jessie 
and the uncle is so filled with 
guilt, he has tried to commit 
suicide once already. . . Now it 
all makes sense. No man is 
going to wrestle a shark that 
large to shore in two feet of 
water, that is one powerful 
animal, and they had cut the 
cable, and hid the rods by the 
time the Medics got there. 

The ranger that shot the 
shark testified that the shark 


still had the hook in his 
mouth and "put up a big fight 
because his mouth was all 
bloody and torn up"... (that 
is why the shark had blood all 
over it's mouth in the TV 
photos, it was it's own blood!) 

I am not lessening the hor- 
ror of the event. Jessie did get 
an arm bit off and is going to 
recover, but I am tired of 
sharks taking the blame be- 
cause of the "whole truth not 
being told"... The money, in 
my opinion would still come 
in, and the uncle will have to 
accept that it was a tragic 
accident and a mistake. 

— Sam Booher 


table in our lifetime. Species 
will become extinct until eco- 
system decay is stopped by 
governments directed by en- 
lightened individuals — not a 
handful of individuals, with- 
out a plan, blowing up this 
and that to satisfy their pyro- 
technic urges. We need politi- 
cians who believe what we be- 
lieve. You can convince others 
to protect our wildlife 
areas, practice a sustainable 
lifestyle, educate theirkids and 
others about are beliefs, run 
for Congress to change our 
country's direction, and above 
all else, enj oy life — it's too short 
to spend in prison for lighting 
a match at the wrong time. 



Dear SFB, 
While I 
agree with the 
"underlying frustra- 
tions of the radical individual 
espousing actions be taken 
against corporations, political 
institutions and others, his al- 
ternative ending sounds worse 
than the current world we live 
in. Universal love is great, but 
human nature and history tell 
us the real story: in a state of 
anarchy, the ones who have 
the biggest and most guns will 
rule. Others will be subject to 
their beliefs, or face stiff pen- 
alties. It has always been that 
way on this planet. Also, hu- 
mans love to reproduce them- 
selves — it has been engineered 
into the human G-nome over 
hundreds of thousands of 
years of evolution. It can't be 
stopped in the short term. As 
humans reproduce they will 
require habitat and displace 
wild animals. This is inevi- 


Dear SFB, 
There are 
two very 
good rea- 
sons why 
no one should ever send you E- 
mail encrypted with P.G.P. 
(Pretty good privacy). First, 
coded communications are a 
tip off to any one watching that 
there is a message worth moni- 
toring. Second, the N.S.A. and 
the F.B.I. have the capacity and 
the authority to find out who 
you are, get your key, and read 
your message. Encrypted E-mail 
gives the users a false sense of 
security and might get some- 
one in serious trouble so, if I 
were you I would can it. 

— Spooky Sparrow 

Dear SFB, 

Ed Abbey once facetiously 
coined a term for a condition 
Forest Service employees de- 
velop from years behind their 
desks: office butt. While Cac- 
tus Ed was merely joking — 
maybe — it now seems that he 
was truly onto something. Re- 
cently, the American Medical 


Association (AMA) an- 
nounced a new disease and 
symptoms for Forest Service 
personnel called Large and 
Round Derriere (LARD). LARD 
symptoms include: expansion 
of the gluteus maximus at a rate 
far exceeding the general 
population; a reluctance to rise 
from chairs except for food; 
likely to conduct field work in 
front of a computer; respond 
to public inquiries with what 
amounts to verbal flatulence 
and; a tendency to break out 
into maniacal, hyena-like 
laughter at the mention of the 
Forest Service motto: Caring 
for the Land and Serving 
People. Secondary 
symptoms include: 
Carpel Tunnel Syn- 
drome; constipation; 
hemorrhoids; dullness 
of spirit and; a tendency 
to obfuscate, ignore and 
lie. LARD was discovered 
when the U.S. General Ac- 
counting Office red-flagged 
scores of orders from the For- 
est Service for larger and stur- 
dier chairs. Reactions to the 
AMA LARD diagnosis Smokey- 
wide (har, har, har!) were var- 
ied. When confronted at a 
vending machine, still in a 
chair yet, one high-ranking 
Forest Service official retorted, 
"I don't know anything about 
it and I never will!" A Forest 
Service Range Conservation 
employee known to be af- 
flicted with LARD shuffled 
away chanting, "We are stew- 
ards of the land and that's 
they way, uh-huh, uh-huh, 
we like it!" From Washington 
D.C., Forest Service Chief 
Dale Bosworth promised to 
get to the bottom of the prob- 
lem posthaste. "I'm gonna 
kick some butt!, "he vowed. 
Better bring your Vasque 
Sundowners (official boot of 
the Forest Service), Dale. You'll 
be scoring field goals for the 
Dallas Cowboys by the time 
you're done with this job. 

— Mariposa 

continued on next page 
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More letters to the editor... 


ting or selling carbon credits 
in the future. 

I cannot make any prom- 
ises — especially now that 
Kyoto is hamstrung further 
by US recalcitrance. However, 
Europe and most of the world 
is behind Kyoto and the US 
can drag its feet but cannot 


public support can be very 
helpful, but let's not forget 
that there is a whole world of 
activism out there that can be 
effective and have nothing to 
do with its popularity. 

In solidarity with all effec- 
tive tactics, 

— ANONYMOUS 


stick its head in the sand, 

I propose that actions Dear Cerebral Fertiliser, 
against Gap/Old Navy/Ba- After his ' 


continued from previous page 
Dear SFB, 

I am addressing the elves 
who smashed Old Navy 
storefronts on Long Island 
(see EF!J May-June 2001). 

First, Mendocino Redwood 
Company (MRC) is not 
dearcutting, ff people want 
to protest logging fine — but 
there are companies who are 
logging more aggressively nanai Republic stores be sus- to the Journal (Lugnasadh 
than MRC and. who are not pended while MRC works in 2001, p. 35), 1 would like you 
attempting ariy of the posi-; good faith On this Pilot to strongly consider blowing 
tive environmental steward- Project. There are plenty of Darryl Cherney oatyour arse, 
ship or research that MRC is targets — not just the easyf He gives two definitions of 
involved in— like the , convenient ones located in a. a political prisoner — a 
Mendocino Carbon Seques- mall near you. Maybe pro- from her/his politics 
tration Pilot Project which 1 tests can start against those tenced be%jg le: 
have developed /with' MRC timber companies who refuse 

to psearch carbon sequestra- 
tion as away of creating value 
for stlfiting forests. Or pro- 
tests can begin against the 
proposed dumping of liquid 
C02 inthedeepPacificOcean 
which is, at best, benign and 



through Carbon Tracing & 

Trust (CT&T). 

This MRC Gfpjon Pilot 
Project in Kais|o Gulch/ 

Escola has created an oppor- 
tunity for trees to be valued as 
standing, living parts of a 
healthy forest ecosystem 
which stores up carbon and 
CT &T believes that such value 
is much greater than the tim- 
ber value. When we prove 
this point, the profit hungry 
will be motivated to stop the 
chainsaws and move into the 
business of storing carbon in 
healthy forest ecosystems and 
they will end 
the local community 
the land and take measure- tiotis that may impede the 
ments instead of trees. positive environmental work 

We have pictures of beauti- in Mendocino, 

ful redwood trees that were Namaste, 
marked lor cutting and re- — Davio Frankh 

marked for saving under the ■ 


Kaczynski fits one of hisfiwn 
definitions ("He,,, happens to 
have a political opinion") and 
unless you count six life sen- 
f punishment, 
B lUll o|| Cherney 
death penalty 



— Z O A y 

at worst destructive (see for those he disagrees with, 
www.pacificwhale.org fp|Ll|prall his flannel Otherwise? 
info). Butin my opinion, con- | He uncritically repeats FBI 
tinued protests against these smears that Ted's “de- 
retail stores is justpicking the ranged" and targeted unjus- 
lowhangingfruitwithoutgiv- tifiably, as if airlines, cyber- 
ing any weight to MRC's posi- neticians, genetic engineers, 


tive work in the area. 

I humbly ask that thos 
ers of this who ate also elves 


rHVJrw clear- 
cutters weren't justifiable 


vie 


Pilo Mpaje ct so tipPf 
stand for at least 70 years— 
more trees saved there than 
could have been saved by 100 
treesitters — and yet, I read 
about the glory of elves 
smashing Old Navy stores. 
That does not make our work 
easier. It does not give those 
genuine individuals within 
MRC much credibility to keep 
promoting a project that is 
costing MRC cash now with- 
out solid future returns based 
on the mere prospect of get- 


_rovoking violence", Darryl 
should know effectiveness 

resistance to it. He pretends 
Dearest mental constipation, to speak for Leonard Peltier — 


i want to respond to con- 
stant and ceaseless wordage 
about how this or that act of 
i sabotage is not gaining pub- 
lic support for our cause, guess 
what... some tactics have 
nothing to do with public 
support! in fact that is what is 
meant by "direct action"! It is 
an act that has an effect re- 
gardless of what anyone 
thinks about it. what an amaz- 
ing new concept, 
we all know that gaining 


as if AIM were ever pacifists 
or saw any reason to be after 
centuries of genocide. Most 
offensive and disingenuous 
was Cherney's claim Ted is 
"fascist" without the slight- 
est justification. Ted was 
principally influenced by The 
Technological Society by 
Jacques Ellul, an active anti- 
fascist French Resistance 
fighter. Or was Ellul "fascist" 
too as he practically distin- 
guished between the violence 


of oppressor and oppressed? 
How contemptible: the Feds 
baselessly smear EF! as "fas- 
cist" and Cherney repeats this 
lie when it comes to Ted. 

Cherney's cynicism is as 
staggering as his counter-revo- 
lutionary incoherence: he's 
trying to make Ted an issue as 
the current Journal is really "re- 
flecting movement opin- 
ion"— and the urgency of the 
current crisis— rather than his 
opinion. Nonviolent — if au- 
thentically direct — action is as 
much his target as Ted-style 
"monkeywrenching". 

Yours, for the destruction 
of Civilisation, 

. - ■ * — John Connor 

. Green Anarchist 

Dear EF!J, 

This is directed toward 
Darryl Cherney, regarding 
your desire to remove 
Kaczynski's name from the 
political prisoners list. While 
I too was surprised the first 
time I saw his name there. I 
feel strongly that you, Darryl, 
should kick back. I've read his 
manifesto and I didn't find 
the ideas of a deranged per- 
son there. I have met him 
also and while he has limited 
social development he is far 
from deranged. 

OK, you have been bombed 
and I understand. Kaczynski 
may be a murderer yes, but the 
people who bombed you are 
far different creatures entirely. 

• Plus, who are you? You are 
riot some innocent victim! 
Nothing happens to you with- 
out your consent. We are here 
voluntarilytoleam, grow, ex- 
perience and work. Life is 
about suffering. 

Just because you don't pull 
the trigger doesn't mean 
you're not a killer too. If you 
pay taxes, you are a murderer. 
If you own a car, you are a 
murderer. Use electricity, 
killer! Eat, take meds, own 
stock, etc... 

We exist in a predatory 
universe. Life feeds on life. 
Why value human life over 


Page 40 Earth First! Mabon 2001 




animals, plants? All are con- 
scious and alive and feel. 
Honor that awareness, recog- 
nize what you've learned 
from your violent experiences 
and pain. Thank your torturers 
as well as your lovers. 

I know you are conscious 
Darryl. Know it and live it. 
Leave blame alone. 

Love and Namaste, 

— White Planetary Wizard 

Dear Journal, 

I was delighted to receive 
the new Journal in the mail 
earlier today. It seems that 
the Journal has taken a real 
turn in a more radical direc- 
tion and i appreciate it. 

That being said, i have to 
address the reactionary opin- 
ions expressed by Darryl 
Chemey in his letter. I guess 
Darryl thinks he can throw a fit 
(like he did at the 1999 Rendez- 
vous by blocking a competent 
Joumalista) and everyone will 
just succumb. The suggestion 
that Ted Kaczynski should be 
removed from the EF! prisoner 
page is as absurd as it is typical 
of Northcoast pacifism. Darryl 
bases his argument on some 
slippery premises: 

1) that TK is not a political 
prisoner based on his 
(Darryl's) strict definition of 
a political prisoner (i.e. 
"solely for his/her politics" . . .) 

2) that TK is an implementer 
of the death penalty (which 
Darryl morally condemns 
as wrong). 

Darryl blathers on with 
some insults ("fascist killer") 
and blames the Journal for 


insulting Leonard Peltier by 
including TK. Basically, his 
points are weak and indica- 
tive of the authoritarian and 
reactionary tendencies that ex- 
ist in careerists (whether they 
are enviros or industry- types) . 

First off, who is Darryl to 
define what a political pris- 
oner is? All prisoners are po- 
litical! I suppose engaging in 
symbolic and ineffective civil 
disobedience gives one the time 
and experience to criticize 
people who take real, direct 
action in defense of the wild. 

Secondly, Darryl takes the 
simplistic position that kill- 
ing someone is wrong. I refuse, 
as a first world person, to con- 
demn the movements of past 
and present who kill others to 
stop oppression or destruction 
of the environment. I stand in 
solidarity with the Free Papua 
Movement, the Basque sepa- 
ratists, the Irish Republican 
Army, the EZLN and the many 
other movements that dare to 
fight back. To equate the im- 
position of a governmental 
death penalty by the state with 
courageous resistance is lame 
and pretty lazy thinking. 

I think Darryl and all the 
other reactionary elements of 
EF! should ponder what they 
mean by "No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" and 
ask themselves why they 
don't support Ted Kaczynski. 

Darryl, the FBI bombed you, 
not Ted. 

Thank you Journal for print- 
ing this letter. 

Revoltingly, 

— Rabid 


Dear everyday heroes in de- 
fense of the planet!, 

Congratulations on the de- 
struction of property we al- 
ways read about in defense of 
the wild and of the animals. I 
support your efforts vocally 
and forcefully every time I hear 
people criticize the destruc- 
tion of a lab, etc. Recently, I 
was in Winthrop, North Cas- 
cades, Washington... and 
people in a restaurant were 
talking about what a shame it 
was that some heavy machin- 
ery (I think to remove 
mudslides or snow) were de- 
stroyed. I educate forcefully 
in my little comer of the world, 
but we all know it's already 
too late for the critical mass to 
change. We all know that 
Earth cannot be restored to 
former glory until the top of 
the food chain is lopped off... 
which only makes your efforts 
that much heroic. 

If I were young and 
healthy... instead of old and 
seriously ill, I would be out 
there with you in the trees! 
Rare are those who would 
put their lives and liberty in 
jeopardy in defense of any- 
thing ! It is my sincere wish 
that your recompense will 
come on some other plane of 
existence, since it will not 
come on this one. It is my 
fantasy that those who are 
good stewards of the Earth 
(especially the kamikaze he- 
roes who endanger life and 
limb) will find themselves, 
in another lifetime, living on 
another gloriously beautiful 
planet, living in peace and 


harmony with nature... in a 
place where higher con- 
sciousness makes brothers of 
us all. If that model proves 
not true... then I know you 
believe, as I do, that it is 
enough to have lived (and 
perhaps given) ones life in 
defense of the wilderness. 

With the utmost respect, 
gratitude and admiration, 

— Nirakara 

Howdy, Journalistas! 

Can't not express my anger 
about M.M. Smith's letter in 
the Lugnasadh issue... 

Okay, since when did EF! 
ever stand for protecting the 
racial purity of der fatherland? 
The name is Earth First!, not 
Amerikka Uber Alles! 

There, I feel better now. 

Thanks! 

I might be sending you an 
"open letter" to the so-called 
"riot tourists" of the world, 
suggesting they think globally 
and act locally. 

Finally, although I'm ex- 
cited to see a newly forming 
"Green Anarchist Move- 
ment", I wonder about all 
the anarchist debating in the 
Journal's pages. I doubt a huge 
percent of EF!ers are anar- 
chists and I don’t want them 
to feel alienated from EF! 
Yeah, this is an odd thing 
for me to be saying, but we 
need allies across a broad 
spectrum of society, and 
people shouldn't feel they 
have to "convert" to anar- 
chism. Having said that, I 
thought David Orton's 
piece about being anarchist 
or environmentalist was 
stoopeed ! This kind of dual- 
istic, iconoclastic thinking 
has no place in a chaotic, 
varied, verdant world. 

There, I gotta go to chow 
now. It's actually something 
good today! Take care and keep 
up the great work! 

EF! we'll liberate the other 
planets if we ever get around 
to it! 

— Rob Los Ricos 


SFBs under 300 words 
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Glorious water from the sky down to the drylands. 
Birds arc tweeting on the high of the day at 4:23 PM 


Cracked and rough crusty cottonwood bark at 
a Mojave desert spring! 

Trickle, bubble. j Jjj&k 

New fence. COWS OUT! Finally. 

No more stomp-chomp bovine dancing in here. 
Thriving springlife riparian natives. 

Next up: Gearheads. Ban the 2 stroke buzzz. 
Offroaders: Crash, Burn and Die! Motorizedscum 
Such destructive “fun", may they all run 
out of fuel now. $uckerchumps. 

Rad knarled trees hanging with dead brown leaves 
in the late southern California autumn. 

Birds love it. Evolution overdrive. 

Rain today. Thanks to the universal forces. 


Maybe the motor burned up? 

Maybe he went off a cliff? Barbed wire decapitation? 
Word! Smells like clean living down here. 

There goes a jet up high. Probably the man spending 
billions on readiness. For what? 

Defense of the oily fatcats: They’re all gonna go down! 
Build knowledge, not bombers! Nature not bombs! 


Bugs flying in triangles and Z’s. 

Skin, earth, wind, sun, water, roots. That old Boom Bap! 
Next to the desert spring, in the shade, I kiss her. 

— Daniel Patterson 


The d8^rr rays its natoe slowly ■ 
as quartz and granite 
are broken into sand. 

The tortoise crawls away 
Into an ancient hoitoe. Jf 
His shell is as bl> as the wo r(d, 
tainted with pictures of the past 
The rattlesnake drinks the son, 
then corls and coils 
to a resting spot 
beneath a spring flowering 
Mesquite canopy /“y/ 

to listen to the Mosic 
of thousands of solitary bees. 


WHEN1HE GRANDE AND! 


If I could explain ti 
filled by space 
then maybe I'd sett 
but for now I need 
Matters not what led 
let me be in the abst 


is found on the ledge of 
where no one ever sat 
Sing me a trail that cu 
of pink sandstone strat 
cross-bedded between my 
Why be low when I can i 
where isolation exists c 
raven. 

There's a bush near Bo 


eper into the heights 
n those who ignore the 

2 4S'fe I I 

is I'll burn to keep 

b^pssWTn Colorado cliffs,, 

Holes in the Rock where prophets trod 
and the beckoning arms of Joshua gone crazy. 

A season or two in traffic to go 

I'll manage , as I imagine the Lomaki ghosts 

dining on petrified corn in Del Muerto 

where centuries hunger 

to remember coyote ages , 

days of sage and salt flat 

before the first horseshoe prints dried in the mud. 


-Mavis Moller 


CLEAR AS CUT GLASS 
& 

JUST AS DANGEROUS 
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SELDOM SEEN AND HIS MACHO CREW 



to drown! 


5 unstuck. 


The’dbys they pass, and the goingJjjPPw./ j JH 
Tt#Af^is up and the water’s lowJJP / /jJIJ 
We stop at the Little Colorado to ||ke a sWijn 
Our ttrftefe half epne and it’s loo / 

At Carton Creek we feed the p#: raven, Sam, 
whfe We cidt$e the Bureau and we curse the dam. 
Swamper throws, a mudtall at that bid black crow 
Stuart says, 8 Now we’mjnxed hjr down bey%.” 


They say the river can’t bj 
The water’s down — It 
But if anyone can sh^got t; 
It’s old Seldom Seen arid 
So load on the Coo 
Might as well be hap 
Roll up the bow line! 

With all this beer it m 


But the boats stay up! 

Will we see Houserock 
At Badger Rapids the 
The rocks stick u 
So they walk the b. 

They snake their heads and 
Then they jump in their 
But one bangs up! No' 


We push and shove an 
The water pours in — th 
We pull and tug ‘til the 
With a little work, and a lot of luck! 

Next we come to old Soap Creek, 

The boats they bounce and the oarlocks scpeak. 
The boys row hard and make the run, C 

But the sun hangs low, the da^r%>sIpone. 


Shove off next morning with mileage to make, 
But the Bureau is stingy — won ’t give us a break. 
We’re way behind schedule, but little is said 
Until someone yells, “There’s a rapid ahead!” 
Mark goes first, rowing right on track, 


Then he turns around^nd he shouts back, I?, 

“lo the right of the standing wave, then take it straight!” 
But the skipper goes aground, and the problem’s great. 

There were Kim and Mark, — the Crumbo two, 

A couple of Bobs, and a guy called Stu 
Making up that macho crew. 

And a kid named “Coke" was swamping. 

The boatmen row back and the going’s tough. 

The rocks are big and the water’s rough. 

They all pitch in and they tie on rope. 

| The Doat swings free — once more there’s hope. 

Six days gone, we’re still at Hance , , , 

The people swear, there’s not a chance, 

Out the boatmen do it, possibletOr not-f- 
Shoot their eight-foot boats through a six-foe >t slot! 


A cfeu^slc of Bobs, and a guy ca 
Makir%% tbafem^!pKo«®^- ^ ,T 
And aUa named “Cote* was swawSjg. 

On we push to old Houscri&ck,* 
Everyone climbs out, and it’s cjuite a sb 
The boatmen say, “We need time to thin 
Let’s stop here for a night to drink.” 
Early in the morningto the boatmen’s 
The water’s still low and rapid’s still th 
So they ponder and study and fret a 
Then climb in their boats and row ngbt 


Eight days gone and the grls git prettier. 

The beer tastes better and the men are Wittier. 
But time’s running out, and the food is low, 

I’m beginning to think it’s time togpC II 
Old £ Jeldorn climbs out, and so dbl. 

K ljJ Leftfcw sfere sun-up without sayinggoodbye, * I 
.Wdimbedtbe walls of that canyon griwd. 

I 1 14**4 i people sleeping there in tne ^ 

what happened to the people down below 1 ? 
i can’t say and I may never know. 

They might have pushed right on through, 
fn the able bands of that macho crew, 

Or might be they stranded way up high, 

Top of a rock where the water rushed by, 

And sitting there, I greatly fear, 

They slowly perished for want of beer. ; | 

There were Kim and Mark — the Crumbo two, 

A couple of Bobs, and a guy named Stu | 1 
’ Making up that macho team, 

That rowed the boats for Seldom Seen. 

— Vaughn Short 

Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
P. O. Box 14501 
Berkeley CA 94712-5501 

All RIGHTS RESERVES TO THE AUTHORS 
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continued from page 1 1 

COBAS was marching with other an- 
archist groups, including an anarcha- 
feminist group in purple and black 
and a valiant Black Bloc. This day 
started calm, however tense. I joined 
in the angry cries of “assesini!" when- 
ever we spotted Carabinieri in the dis- 
tance, the helicopter flew overhead. 

The predictable occurred on this 
poorly conceived march. As the front 
reached the destination of the Piazza 
Kennedy, I saw Carabinieri come down 
the one major side street, Corso Torino, 
intersecting the route to cut the march 
in two. There were reports of teargas in 
the rear. I moved to the front and up to 
a high vantage point to see the intersec- 
tion defended by protesters with barri- 
cades, including a burning car. The 
troops quickly cleared the intersection, 
bombarding the front of the march 
(which, remember, was made up of the 
pacifists including elderly and handi- 
capped groups) with a downpour of 
teargas canisters. Quickly following, a 
tank rammed through the burning car 
and others parked on 
the side. 

I witnessed some 
serious injuries and 
quickly realized that 
the various segments 
of the march were 
trapped and under 
siege, apparently 
with no real provocation. I escaped 
while I could. I'm still not clear on 
precisely what happened afterward, but 
I know some groups escaped and were 
pursued throughout the city — some de- 
ciding on the way to burn a few more 
banks. Pillars of gray smoke spiraled 
into the blue sky. I made my way to the 
Independent Media Center (IMC) to 
rest and gather information. 

Later that night I left the school- 
house Diaz, which was filled with all 
sorts of protesters and located across 
from the IMC, making my way back 
to the space where I was staying. Just 
as I arrived, the radio was describing 
how the IMC and schoolhouse were 
being raided by the Carabinieri. 

The following morning I found one 
friend who had made it out. 

Although planning to stay in the 
schoolhouse, seemingly one of the 
few safe places left in Genoa, she 


happened to be in the IMC building 
when the street was suddenly flooded 
with police in riot gear. Forcing their 
way into both buildings, they de- 
stroyed media materials in the IMC 
building before being stopped by a 
female government official. Stopped 
from confronting the police by GSF 
organizers, my friend was forced to 
passively witness what happened 
across the street. Inside, some 50 sleep- 
ing and defenseless people were sav- 
agely beaten. Unconscious and bloody 
people were carried in stretchers to 
ambulances. Then came what every- 
one perceived to be body bags, fol- 
lowed by cries of shock and outrage. 

After the police had gone, she forced 
herself to enter the schoolhouse. The 
scene inside was gruesome, obviously 
the result of a one-sided fight. She 
walked through, memorizing every 
pool of blood and splatter on the wall — 
every chunk of hair and scalp, scratch 
mark, bloody drag mark. This act of 
state terror was meant to frighten a 
movement, but she knew it would 
only strengthen it. Some may be 
scared off, but for 
the true revolu- 
tionaries, the im- 
age of a comrade's 
shed blood cannot 
be forgotten nor 
go unavenged. 

I felt then as 
strongly as ever 
that real change comes through dedi- 
cated struggles, networks and actions 
in your own community, not through 
mass events in foreign environments. 
Many in Genoa would have preferred 
resistance business as usual. For good 
or bad, certain elements ruined their 
fiesta and handed the forces of corpo- 
rate globalization a $45 million bill. 
The worldwide anti-globalization 
movement is gaining momentum, 
with the movement in the global 
North gaining most of the attention. 
There is a sense of urgency emerging. 
We are becoming aware of a situation 
so grave that it is no longer only those 
directly struggling for survival who 
rise up in revolt. Comrade, see you 
behind the barricades! 

Por todos nuestros muertos, ni un 
minuto de silencio. Toda una vida de 
lucha. To honor our dead, notaminuteof 
silence. A whole life of struggle. 


fa Someone who identifies as a 
revolutionary anti-authoritarian, I 
ickJij realized mtj place in tine 
protests, which have come to 
feel more like Spectacles than 
Strategic resistance. 



Carlo's Way 


by Mumia Abu-Jamal 

The recent police shooting of 
23-year-old Carlo Giuliani in the 
riotous streets of Genoa has sent 
shock waves around the globe. 

Giuliani, son of a Rome labor 
leader, was one of tens of thou- 
sands of anti-globalist demonstra- 
tors who fell on the latest place 
where politicians and corporate 
representatives gathered to ensure 
their continued dominance of the 
world's economy. Carlo was part 
of a growing movement, uniting 
the youth of many so-called First 
World countries with the aspira- 
tions of many in the so-called 
Third World. It was this move- 
ment that shook Seattle, and made 
the acronym, WTO, known 
throughout the Earth. 

For opposing the rule of capital, 
for opposing the Empire of 
Wealth, Carlo Giuliani was shot 
by the hitmen of capital, and as if 
this were not enough, a police 
vehicle rolled over his prone, 
wounded body. 

With the brutal state slaughter 
of Carlo Giuliani, the message goes 
forth that anti-globalism is a capi- 
tal crime. This is but the latest 
escalation by the armed forces of 
capital, which has utilized increas- 
ing levels of state violence to in- 
timidate the swelling hordes of 
anti-globalists. 
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The blood on the asphalt of 
vienoa did not begin when a cop 
pointed his semi-automatic into 
the face of a masked Roman anar- 
chist. The blood of Genoa flows 
from the streets of Goteborg, Swe- 
den, when the European Union 
was holding its summit meeting. 
There, police fired live rounds at 
protesters, wounding three, and 
one seriously. 

Now, an anarchist, anti-globalist 
lies dead. 

As soon as the news hit the wire, 
came the words of the Irish play- 
wright, George Bernard Shaw, who 
once quipped, "Anarchism is a game 
at which the police can beat you." 
Shaw, an ardent socialist, would 
perhaps amend his comments in 
light of recent events. 

What is most telling is how the 
representatives of the state and their 
propaganda arm, the media, has 
reacted to this vicious tragedy. 

While politicians uniformly 
spoke with forked tongues about 
the "tragedy," not a single syllable 
was uttered in criticism of the po- 
lice, was it? 

For the media, however, a differ- 
ent game was played. In virtually 
every report, the coverage told of 
violent protesters— and suggested 
that they were uninformed or sim- 
ply stupid for daring to care about 
the poor in Africa, Asia or Latin 
America. Examine their biased, 
corporate-centered coverage, and 
ask yourself one simple question: 

What would they have written if 
a Genoan cop had been shot and run 
over with a Land Rover driven by 
anarchists? Every corporate out- 
let would've blared about how 
"vicious" and "violent" the anti- 
globalist "terrorists" were. Of 
this, there is no question! 

Instead, a muted silence. 

Silence, when the terrorists are 
the cops. 

Silence, when the killers are 
the cops. 

Silence, when the hitmen for the 
rporations act out. 

You hear the fractured lectures 


saults on the democratic process" 
and the like. 

Yet, how democratic is the G8 
(Group of 8)? 

This group, which is self-selected, 
is seven of the wealthiest nations 
on Earth (plus Russia). 

If there are 193 nations in the 
world, what's "democratic" about 
four percent of that number mak- 
ing all of the rules governing the 
rest of the world's economy? 

Look at it another way: The G8 
consists of representatives for 
Canada, Japan, Germany, France, 
Italy, the United King- 
dom, the US and Rus- 
sia. If you were to count 
all of the people in each » 
nation and add them I 
up, you'd come up with 
around 824 million 
people. That's a lot of 
folks. But there are more 
than six billion people 
on Earth! 

How can 14 percent 
of the world's popula- 
tion set down the rules 
for 86 percent of the 
rest of the peopli 
the world? 

Carlo Giuliani wasn’t 
"assaulting the dei 
cratic process.” He 
protesting a profoun , 
anti-democratic process 

He was fighting on 
behalf of most of the 
people in the world. 


7;\|J||g 
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We remember the people who have 
died because they rejected globaliza- 
tion, industrialization and "progress." 
It's not time to mourn... it's time to 
organize! We need not fear 
globalization's so-called "power." We 
will not submit to their in- 


ity measures to reduce inflation and 
debt incurred by the Ecuadorian 
government. As a result, bus fares 
were raised by 75 percent (busses 
are the main mode of transporta- 
tion for Ecuadorians). In response, 


organizations signed an agreement 
that included concrete economic re- 
lief for Ecuador. The government 
also agreed to free the protesters 
arrested during the demonstrations 
and pay damages to the wounded 
and the families of those 


timidation tactics. We'll 
analyze our tactics, re-evalu- 
ate our strategy and work 
from there. What we won't 
do is be intimidated by 
violence and oppression. 

Will the death of these pro- 
testers be forgotten as casual- 
ties of violence and greed, or 
will they fuel the fires and 
ignite the revolution? 

Death in Papua 
New Guinea 

On June 26, Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) police tear- 
gassed and fired upon stu- 
dents protesting against the 
IMF and World Bank, kill- 
ing three and wounding 
17. The five-day, peaceful 
sit-in was attended by up 
to 3,000 University of PNG 
students, workers and un- 
employed people outside 
the office of the prime 
minister. The demonstra- 



who were killed. Thou- 
sands marched through 
the streets of Quito, Ec- 
uador, in victory. How- 
ever, the uprising had 
taken its toll. Four people 
were dead, 80 more 
wounded and 910 had 
been arrested. 

Police Kill Three Anti- 
Mining Protesters 

On December 16, 2000, 
three anti-mining pro- 
testers were killed at a 
peaceful meeting in 
Maikanch, India. Abhilas 
Jhodia, Raghujodhis, and 
Jamudhar Jhodia were 
part of a group of about 
40,000 people from 15 vil- 
lages who were planning 
to blockade the entrance 
to lands being used by 
multinational companies 
exploring for bauxite. 

The communities, led by a 


tors presented a petition 
to the government calling for: sus- 
pension of the entire privatization 
scheme; complete severance of ties 
between the government of PNG and 
the World Bank and IMF; and scrap- 
ping of the customary land registra- 
tion scheme if the above were not 
implemented. The protesters re- 
mained on site to get a response 
from the government. However, af- 
ter the crowd had dwindled to sev- 
eral hundred, police closed in and 
tried to disperse the crowd. When 
protesters refused to leave, police 
resorted to tear gas, shotguns and 
automatic weapons. 

Ten Days that Shook Ecuador 

In December 2000, Ecuadorian 
President Gustavo Noboa imple- 
mented IMF-recommended auster- 


three Ecuadorian organizations — 
Conaie, Fenocin and Feine — forged 
an alliance and mobilized tens of 
thousands of protesters. Protesters 
• demanded a repeal of the price in- 
creases, the implementation of a na- 
tional currency, investment in social 
services, the dismantling of the auster- 
ity measures and called for autonomy 
for indigenous communities. 

A first attempt to negotiate failed 
when the government declined to 
meet directly with Noboa. Protesters 
began a hunger strike, and confron- 
tations with the police became more 
violent. On February 5, a clash be- 
tween protesters and the military in 
the Amazonian community of Tena, 
Ecuador, left four people dead and 
several others wounded. On Febru- 
ary 7, the government and indigenous 


grassroots anti-mining move- 
ments, known as ftakrutika Sampada 
Suraksha Pardshad and Bapalimali 
Surakhaya Samiti, had been success- 
ful in the past at denying company 
surveyors access to the area and shut- 
ting down government offices. The 
government of India told the dem- 
onstrators to vacate the land as it 
had already transferred ownership 
to the companies. 

However, on December 16, two 
platoons of police descended on an 
anti-mining meeting causing terrified 
villagers to flee for the hills. Accord- 
ing to one witness, the police stated 
that they had orders to fire and were 
to spare neither woman nor child 
if the men were not to appear be- 
fore them. The result of the confron- 
tation was three people killed and 
several wounded. 
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Blood Spilled for Oil in the Niger Delta 

At least a dozen people from the town of Odi in the 
Bayelsa state of Nigeria, Africa, were murdered by Nigerian 
Soldiers in November 1999. Some sources report the death 
toll as high as 100 civilians. 

Odi is close to the heart of the Ijaw territory where civil 
disobedience has shut down much of Nigeria's oil produc- 
tion in the last few years. At least 300 soldiers were sent into 
Odi to occupy the town. 

Odi has at least three oil wells owned by Shell. Other 
Niger Delta communities currently being ransacked in- 
clude Ogbogbene, Smoothgbene, Tenigbene, Sandfield, 
Mila Waterside and Makiva Waterside. All supply Shell's 
oil production and house wells. 

Violence has already claimed hundreds of lives in the 
past two years and threatens the oil exports which Africa 
relies upon for its hopes of reconstruction after 15 years of 
crippling military rule. 

U'wa Supporters Murdered in Colombia 

Three indigenous rights activists from the US — Terence 
Freitas, Ingrid Washinawatok and Lahe'ena'e Gay — were 
killed in Colombia on March 4, 1999 ( see EF!J May-June 
1999). The activists were working on a solidarity mission 
with the U'wa people. 

Terence Freitas worked with Project Underground in 
1998, as part of the U'wa Defense Working Group to support 


the U'wa struggle against plans by Occidental Petroleum to 
drill for oil on their lands . He had been working directly with 
the U'wa traditional authority in Cubara, Colombia. Ingrid 
Washinawatok was the executive director of the Fund for 
Four Directions in New York City, which supports indig- 
enous organizing and advocacy. Lahe'ena'e Gay was the 
founder and director of Pacific Cultural Conservancy Inter- 
national of Hawaii. 

The activists spent a week visiting the U'wa to help explore 
options for a school and other programs for cultural preser- 
vation and community development. As the activists at- 
tempted to return to the US, they were taken hostage by the 
Armed Revolutionary Forces of Colombia (FARC). 

A farmer discovered the bodies: Both of the women 
had been shot four times while Terence was shot six 
times. The identity of the murderers was initially un- 
known, until the FARC claimed responsibility, saying 
that a junior field commander had ordered the killings 
without full authority. 

We can clearly see that the amount of blood shed is 
significant. If humans are being killed for rejecting the evils 
of "progress," imagine the amount of destruction done to 
non-human life. Now is the time to demand the justice that 
is supposed to exist. Lets remember that blood has spilled 
for standing against the commodifaction of all aspects of 
life and against corporate control. No more injustice, no 
more destruction! 



Washington on Fire? 


Whatever takes place, 
we are going to keep 

control of these streets, 
and Washington, DC, 

is not going to burn. 

— Police Chief Charles Ramsey 
(Washington, DC) 


The IMF/World Bank meet- 
ings are being held in early 
October in Washington, DC. 
Help to shut down these 
meetings, visit 
www. aboli sh tlieb a n k . org . 




The force of environmental extremism won’t be 
happy until the White House looks like a bird's nest. 

<*> ■ —eSoNAU? Reagan, March 1983 
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Showdown with the Biotech 


Industry in 
San Dieg o 

by Rocky Neptun 


Last year, US biotechnology companies generated $22.3 
billion in revenue and won government approval for 32 new 
drugs or existing drugs with new uses. 

In June, nearly 15,000 biotech executives attended 
BIO2001 in San Diego, a four-day conference in which US 
biotech firms strived to present their best corporate face. 



Despite police threats of violence, near 
hysteria by the city and a campaign of 
fear by the media, more than 1,000 
people marched on June 24 at the Bio- 
technology Industry Organization (BIO) 
convention in San Diego, California. 

Under banners that read "We want 
real food" and "Perverts out of our 
genes," protesters marched a gauntlet 
of armed law enforcement officers. 

Organizers of the protest were 
shocked by the smooth ability of the 
police and media to create a scenario 
of impending disorder and violence, 
portraying hordes of outside agitators 
descending on the city as "professional 
protesters" and anarchists committed 
to violent property destruction. 

Citing this as the most militarized 
city in the world, locals were not sur- 
prised as the police moved against 
small groups of young people as 
they arrived. Many were picked 
up and transported to conser- 
vative, redneck areas where 
their attire alone brought 
menacing reactions. Stu- 
dents and other young 
people who traveled 
in groups (particu- 
larly multi-ethnic 
groups), those 
wearing black and 
those carrying 
large backpacks 
were patted down 
and threatened two 
or three times an 
hour as they moved 
about the city. Others 
had their signs taken 
apart so the stick part 
could be considered a 
"weapon" and were arrested. 

The vanguard of the 
nation's radical youth 
stayed away. Perhaps they 


sensed the duty of the San Diego po- 
lice was to protect the 216 biotech 
research companies and 161 more that 
make medical devices. Employing 
more than 32,000 people, San Diego 
has the third largest concentration of 
biotech companies in the US. 

The police mobilization for intimi- 
dation began days before the protest, 
as convoys of highway patrol cars and 
police cruisers raced through city 
streets while platoons of helmeted of- 
ficers marched about in mock war 
games. Many people were so fright- 
ened they stayed indoors, while oth- 
ers missed work. 

On that hot Sunday in June, amid 
the display ~ — 

of armed 
might, 


courageous 
people marched; 
mothers pushing 
strollers, students 
from many campuses, 
senior citizens, greens 
and reds, organic farmers 
and homeless advocates, 
Zapatistas from Tijuana and 
members of the Peace Resource 
Center, Quakers and Buddhists, 
maids and professors, all took to 
the streets to hold up the hope 


and possibility of a just and sustain- 
able world. 

The largest gathering of the BIO to 
date brought executives, ad people, law- 
yers, corporate-owned scientists, 
money grubbers and assorted snake oil 
peddlers to promote an ideology that 
says all life forms are commodities, 
products that can be owned, tinkered 
with and hoarded for personal greed. 

Praised, pampered and protected by 
the power of the local elite, the BIO 
convention attendees strolled through 
the city like conquistadors, soldiers in 
a new age of conquest. 

Biodevastation Warns of 
the Dangers 

Activists held a two-day conference 
prior to the march where interna- 
tional scientists, professors, journal- 
ists, indigenous leaders and farmers 
shared information on the corporate 
misuse of bioengineering technology, 
challenges to agriculture and the envi- 
ronment, lack of government regula- 
tions and global biopiracy. 

Dr. Martha Crouch, a scientist and 
retired professor of biology at Indiana 
University, offered chilling testimony. 
She presented biotechnology as a "junk 
science" and warned that unlike 
chemical pollution, biological con- 
tamination cannot be as easily con- 
tained. "Genes do not stay put, they 
move throughout the environment, 
adapting, responding to their envi- 
ronment, mutating, changing, react- 
ing to stresses like heat or cold or 
virus," so that there is never any guar- 
antee of results or safety. 

She spoke of her colleagues, scientists 
tethered to a corporate leash, who are 
rushing to create ways of controlling 
the evolution of all life forms. "All living 
organisms are a product of their rela- 
tionships, a network of interactions," 
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she said. "The arrogance of molecular 
biologists is that while DNA is a tiny bit 
of knowledge of how life works, they 
base the foundation of the technology 
of genetic engineering on the assump- 
tion that genes control everything." 

Dr. Ricarda Stienbrecher, a ge- 
netic scientist from England, 
called for a holistic approach 
to genetic research, warn- 
ing that there are far too 
many "gaps" in the research 
to proceed. 

She called on the scien- 
tific community to climb 
above "the fragmentation and 
isolation of their individual dis- 
ciplines, to understand 
their participation in a 
new ideology — a per- 
verted interpretation of 
nature that seeks to 
commodify all living forms, leading 
toward the complete corporate enclo- 
sure of all organic activity." 

She gave the example of a company 
in Europe that is seeking a patent to 
inject pregnant, poor women in the 
Third World with a bioengineered gene 
that will produce a pharmaceutical 
product from their breast milk, intro- 
ducing a new form of exploitation — 
human body farming. 

Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, a member 
of the indigenous Kankana-ey-Igorot 
in the Philippines, lashed out at cor- 
porate biopiracy. "These companies 
are scouring the Earth, taking blood 
cells of indigenous people, samples 
of the communities' plants and bio- 
organisms, patenting the specimens 
and claiming ownership of the sub- 
stances of life." 

Bribing relief and medical missions 
as well as local public health depart- 
ments, corporations are rushing to 
patent and control the biological re- 
sources of entire nations, she warned, 
calling it a form of colonialism unsur- 
passed in history and tragic in its impli- 
cations. "These companies will control 
not only the processes of life but even 
the potential of life." 

"This is why your government, us- 
ing its control of the World Trade 
Organization, is fighting so hard for 
international intellectual property 
rules, to aid the biotech industry in 
the patenting and ownership of the 
world's living organisms and genetic 
sequences." She reported that the ge- 


nome data from the entire population 
of Iceland has already been privatized. 

Unlike the US, many nations are 
struggling to resist the transnational 
corporations by enacting laws 
criminalizing biopiracy. 

Family Farms 
k Destroyed 

Twice the crowd was 
brought to a standing 
. ovation for Percy 

Ip Schmeiser. Schmeiser 

had been growing canola 
in Canada for 53 years, al- 
ways saving the seeds for the 
next year's crop. In 1998, 
Monsanto descended onto 
his farm and found that 
some genetically modified 
seeds of the "Roundup Ready" 
brand had blown onto his land and 
cross-pollinated with the seeds he had 
spent decades developing. 

The polluter sued the victim for us- 
ing their patented property without a 
license. A judge later ruled against 
Schmeiser, saying it doesn't matter how 
the product got there, it's patented and 
he owes more than $100,000. 

Schmeiser has appealed as well as 
counter-sued, but the legal battles have 
taken his family's life savings. He says 


that he has a responsibility to his chil- 
dren and grandchildren to leave them 
the land unpolluted and a decent com- 
munity in which to live. 

He spoke of how Monsanto was tear- 
ing apart the social fabric of farming 
communities by pitting neighbor 
against neighbor as contaminated seeds 
blow around in the strong Canadian 
winds, secret raids are executed by the 
veggie cops, huge television and radio 
ad campaigns preach and extortion 
letters get mailed to all farmers. 

Bill Christison, a Missouri farmer, 
spoke of the pressure to use unnecessary 
chemicals supplied by transnationals 
like Monsanto. Also, regulations out- 
lining government subsidies require 
farmers to buy more chemicals, even 
though chemicals are the second larg- 
est expense farmers face. 

Dr. Vandana Shiva raged against the 
biological and agricultural imperial- 
ism of transnational corporations, say- 
ing, "Patents of life are a moral outrage 
and should be resisted." 

Shiva, author of Stolen Harvest: The 
Highjacking of the Global Food Supply, 
blasted the biotech industry's claim 
that it seeks to feed and cure the world. 

She said that hunger is not scarcity 
but poverty and inequality. 


continued on next page 


Biohazard-clad Protesters Cause Ruckus 
at Chicago Grocery Giant 


On June 26, Earth Firstlers, members of the Chicago-based group GeneWise 
and other activists united in opposition to genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) at the grocery giant Jewel Foods. The action was in solidarity with 
large-scale protests occurring in San Diego. 

Twenty participants swarmed the entrance to the food chain wearing all- 
white biohazard suits with the slogan "GMOs + Our Food = Consumer 
Threat!" Some went inside and began handing out information to help 
consumers understand which foods contained biotech ingredients. Activ- 
ists engaged the public by giving away hundreds of "consumer warning" 
cards. After receiving a warning to not distribute information inside the 
store, one of the participants was asked to leave by Jewel's management 
though they "sympathized with what was happening." Some protesters 
remained inside talking with customers, yet no one was arrested. 

The protest focused on the fact that: 

• Seventy percent of processed foods in the US now contain GMOs, 

• Genetically engineered foods are not labeled in the US arid 

• The world's malnourished peoples are being manipulated as spokesper- 
sons for these frankenfoods. 

Traffic at the Jewel was brisk. The sidewalk, dotted with activists, became 
a focal point for bystanders curious about all the activity. "We're just getting 
started,” stated a biohazard-clad protester. "If they can get this biotrash out 
of the food chain in Europe, then we can do it here!" 

For more information, contact (773) 258-0575; www.genewise.org. 
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Spotlight on Monsanto in Canada, Australia and the US 


Monsanto Tangles with Canadian Farmers 

Fresh from its battle with Percy Schmeiser, Monsanto is 
set to tangle in court with another Saskatchewan farmer 
who it alleges has illegally grown Roundup Ready canola. 

The agricultural giant says it is prepared to take on a 
number of concurrent actions against farmers to stop 
patent infringement of the gene it has licensed to seed 
companies and thousands of farmers. 

Monsanto filed a lawsuit in mid-July seeking an injunc- 
tion to stop Yorkton-area farmer Kelly Ryczak from grow- 
ing canola varieties that include a patented gene that 
makes the canola resistant to the herbicide Roundup or 
other generic glyphosate sprays. 

Last year, Monsanto took on farmer Percy Schmeiser, who 
is now appealing a Federal Court of Canada decision that he 
violated the Monsanto patent on its canola gene. Schmeiser 
maintained his fields must have become contaminated 
from seed which blew off trucks or from cross-pollination. 

"We did have a number of people waiting in the queue, 


but (Schmeiser) was the first case where we attempted to 
find out if the patent was valid," said Monsanto Canada 
spokeswoman Trish Jordan. 

Jordan said Yorkton has tended to be a "hot area" for 
Monsanto investigators. She said it isn't a surprise that 
some farmers still attempt to grow the crop without paying 
Monsanto the $150-an-acre technology fee. 

"We've been more than aware there are a number of 
blatant violators," she said, adding that this annoys cus- 
tomers who pay the fee and who provide many of the tips 
about potential violators to Monsanto. 

Monsanto Rejects Decision to Reveal GM 
Crop Locations 

Monsanto plans to appeal against a decision forcing it to 
reveal the locations of its genetically modified (GM) crop 
trials in Australia. The Gene Technology Regulator has 
rejected applications by Monsanto, Glaxo SmithKline and 
other groups to keep the locations of their crop trials a secret. 

The sites of more than 600 crop trials 
are already publicly available, and there 
is a one-month appeal period before 
the regulator will disclose the remain- 
ing 87 trials. 

Monsanto's Brian Arnst says farmers 
asked the company to make an appeal. 

"Confidentiality's important to them 
because they have concerns about tres- 
pass and property damage, particularly 
in some of the regions where there is I 
guess quite a lot of anti feeling about 
these trials," he said. 

Monsanto Subsidiary to Pay 
$40 Million 

In Anniston, Alabama, a company 
accused of poisoning the community 
with toxic chemicals for decades and 
covering it up has agreed to pay $40 
million to settle a lawsuit brought by 
1,600 residents. 

The chemical contamination was al- 
legedly spread by Monsanto, which 
manufactured PCBs in Anniston until 
1972. Monsanto's chemical business 
now operates as Solutia Inc. 

Solutia also agreed to pay $2.5 mil- 
lion for residents who live close to the 
chemical plant to relocate and $3.5 
million to a charitable foundation to 
assist those exposed to PCBs. 

The residents claimed that company 
documents show Monsanto knew that 
the chemical was hazardous in the 1960s 
but continued to manufacture it with- 
out safeguards. Solutia didn't deny the 
chemical escaped from the plant to the 
water supply. 
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Biodevastation in San Diego 

«ri)! • ''VjlSvN This was echoed by Peter Rosset, 

9 ^ director of the Institute for Food and 

• . '*■'* v , . •✓/[- Development Policy and co-author 

of World Hunger: Twelve Myths. 

"The world today produces more food per inhabitant than ever before. 
Enough is available to provide four pounds to every person every day; two 
and a half pounds of grain, beans and nuts, about a pound of meat, milk 
and eggs and another of fruits and vegetables — more than anyone could 
ever eat.” 

Food is Personal and Political 

Rosset reports that the biotechnology industry is posed to spend $250 

million in the next five years on a media blitz that says. "Trust us with your 
food, you don't need to know what's in it or how it is produced." 

Many feel the campaign will backfire. Food is personal, something that 
becomes intimate, part of ourselves, and while the American public may 
be preoccupied, overworked and tired, they are not as stupid as they seem. 

To most San Diego activists, the rally and march to the convention center 
was ante of baptism. In the shadow of the greatest mass of armed force this 
city has ever seen, our mobilization showed that, in spite of the media's 
organized campaign of fearmongering, a movement is alive and growing. 

One thousand people of conscience had the courage to stand in the 
bright San Diego sunlight, surrounded by so many weapons, and offer a 
new vision to a dying, sick society held captive by corporate perverts— 
holding up the possibility of an alternative to a world where corporations 
control the forms and substance of our foods, determine genetic destiny 
and own all life forms. 
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£coci de^ in Colombi 




by Branden Wilson 

Home to 10 percent of the world's 
biodiversity, Colombia has become a 
biological warfare testing ground as 
the US prepares to unleash biological 
weapons into this fragile environment. 

Biological weapons technology de- 
veloped during the Cold War is being 
revived for battle in today's drug war. 
At a research lab in Fort Detrick, Mary- 
land, a pathogenic plant virus was 
recently thawed out for opium poppy 
eradication in Colombia. The virus, 
called D-437, has been frozen in the 
lab since 1969 when Richard Nixon 
officially stopped the US program to 
develop offensive biological weapons. 

In the 1980s, a Cold War biological 
weapons program in the former So- 
viet republic of Uzbekistan developed 
Pleospora papveracae, a fungus that 
attacks opium poppies. The Soviet 
program was intended to develop bio- 
logical weapons that would attack 
enemy food crops, but after the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union the drug 
war came to the rescue of the mili- 
tary-biological complex. The project 
was funded by the US and UK govern- 
ments for eventual use by the United 
Nations Drug Control Program. Brit- 
ain has since backed out and the UN 
General Assembly has refused to sup- 
port the plan. 

To develop a more effective coca 
killer, the US Department of Agricul- 
ture (USDA) developed a genetically 
modified strain of Fusarium oxysporum 
called EN4 in US military labs. Despite 
massive resistance from Colombian 
civil society and other Andean nations, 
the US is pushing Colombia to use EN4 
for coca and cannabis eradication. 

USDA research has been myopically 
devoted to developing the most effec- 


tive coca and poppy killers possible 
with no concern for biosafety. Even in 
the limited tests that were performed, 
supposedly host-specific varieties at- 
tacked both related and unrelated spe- 
cies. In one experiment, the EN4 killed 
two unrelated species. There are more 
than 250 species in coca's genus, four 
of which are endangered, and EN4 has 
not been tested on any species in this 
genus besides the two species used in 
cocaine production. Similarly, 
Pleospora papveracae has not been tested 
on species related to the opium poppy. 

Any plant pathogen affecting the 
plants of the coca genus will have an 
impact on the Agrias butterfly because 
coca relatives are the sole plants on 
which the larvae feed and mature. The 
butterfly is centered in the Putomayo 
region of Colombia where the main 
offensive against coca cultivation is 
directed. Strains of Fusarium oxysporum 
produce mycotoxins, which reduce 
growth rate, decrease immune func- 
tion and cause neurological disease, 
fatty liver syndrome and death in many 
animals. Birds that feed on contami- 
nated plant seeds are particularly vul- 
nerable to poisoning. In a letter to the 
environmental ombudsman of Colom- 
bia, biologist Martha Lucia Guardiola 
wrote, "The introduction and increase 
of Fusarium oxysporum would bring 
modifications, not yet measurable on 
all the forests' live populations includ- 
ing soil and aerial micro-organisms, 
birds, arthropods, etc." 

Once released, these pathogens 
could not be recalled nor could their 
spread be checked or contained. Re- 
searchers were unable to even control 
it in the laboratory. The biologist who 
developed EN4 says it "was highly 
aggressive and was disseminated rap- 
idly throughout the original infested 



field... containment of the fungus 
proved challenging." 

According to Dr. Raul Mosocoso, 
an Ecuadorian magistrate, fumiga- 
tion violates the Cartagena Agree- 
ment of Andean Nations; the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity; 
and the Convention on Prohibiting 
the Development, Production and 
Storage of Bacteriological, Biological 
and Chemical Weapons. The Biologi- 
cal and Chemical Weapons Conven- 
tion, signed by 143 nations including 
the US, state's that all countries "agree 
not to develop, produce, store or in 
any form acquire or retain, under any 
circumstances, microbial agents or 
other biological agents or toxins, re- 
gardless of their origin or mode of 
production, in kinds or quantities 
that are not justified for prophylac- 
tic, protective or other peaceful ends. " 

David Olson, the director of conser- 
vation science at the World Wildlife 
Fund, says "If and when our species 
matures, we will rightly view such 
practices as abominations, crimes 
against our planet and ourselves." For 
Colombia this recognition can't come 
too soon. 


Six Arrested Protesting Monsanto 


More than 80 people peacefully demonstrated outside 
the headquarters of Monsanto Corporation in St. Louis, 
Missouri, on June 25 to protest fumigation in Colombia. 
Monsanto produces the herbicide glyphosate, or 
"Roundup Ultra," that is being sprayed in deadly quan- 
tities over Colombia. The herbicide, intended to eradi- 
cate coca plants, is destroying food crops, water sources 
, : 


and wildlife in Colombia. 

Six protesters were arrested for attempting to cross a 
security line at the company's front entrance to turn over 
a petition with roughly 2,500 signatures. The petition 
asked Monsanto to take responsibility for its role in poi- 
soning Colombia. The fumigation is part of a US-backed 
effort at eradicating the leaf to make cocaine. 
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Cloned Tree Landmarks 

George Washington built his plantation on the Potomac River amid soaring 
trees, many centuries old. Now, plans are in the works to replenish the woods 
of Mount Vernon, Virginia, with genetic copies of trees that were alive when he 
was president. 

It's part of a campaign by the Michigan-based Champion Tree Project 
International to grow clones of the largest, hardiest trees around the country. 

"What better place to have champion trees than at the home of our founding 
father and the final resting place for America's veterans," said George Cates, 
executive director of the National Tree Trust. 

Five years ago, nurseryman David Milarch and his son, Jared, established the 
Champion Tree Project. They say forests are suffering from pollution, overhar- 
vesting and disease, and that ancient giants' DNA may be their salvation. 

"In the botanical world, they're the heroes and the survivors," Milarch said. 
"They have withstood everything man could throw at them for centuries." 

Opinions are mixed about whether the gold medalists' size and longevity result 
from superior genes or good luck. 

Cat Attacks Man and Parrot in Shower 

An elderly Canadian man is recovering follow- 
ing an attack by his cat, which drew four car- 
loads of police, two ambulances and an animal 
control officer. 

Eighty-year-old, Gerard Daigle, lost a pint 
of blood and required stitches after his cat 
Touti, roughly meaning "Tiny," launched a 
frenzied attack after Daigle, who was giving 
his parrot a shower, inadvertently sprayed the 
cat with water. 

The animal control officer said Daigle was saved by his 81 -year-old wife who 
wrestled the cat away, only to have it turn on her. The couple managed to chase 
the cat into the bedroom and slam the door. It is not known why Daigle was 
giving his parrot a shower. 



Scientists Combine Rat Genes with Lettuce 

Scientists at Virginia Tech University managed to introduce rat genes into the 
genetic material of lettuce, causing the greens to increase production of 
vitamins by 700 percent. 

Craig Nessler, who led the research, says he does not expect to see the 
genetically engineered lettuce for sale any time soon. "We are aware that 
vegetables containing rat genes would not meet the customer's taste." 

Rats were selected because they produce vitamin C themselves. Humans have 
lost this ability in the course of evolution. 


Monkey Kills Man with Coconut 

A Malaysian man was killed when a trained macaque dropped a coconut 
on his head. Mammate Kinder, 59, was killed instantly in the accident, 
which occurred at his coconut plantation in a village in northeastern 
Kelantan state. 

The New Straits Times said Mammate had gone to his small plantation to 
gather coconuts when he was hit. He had earlier hired the monkey from its 
owner to pluck the coconuts — a common practice among Malaysian villagers. 




Rob the 


by Rob Los Ricos 

: 

A 

Don't sell your future for a lifestyle 

<3* ' § 1 

designed by men in suits/ 

A 

Don't waste your life creating profits 
& 

for industrial society/ 

A & |l A/. 

Turn away while you still can. Their 

6 * j /ZsM 

economics are ecocide/ 

With the whole world poisoned, 

0 

no place to hide/ 

A 6* 

Not to fight back is suicide/ 

0* P & A 

We're gonna stand and fight/ 

0i P6*A 

We're gonna rise in the night/ 

£» p 6* A 

And toss aside our chains/ 

0« P & A 

We have the world to gain/ 

Corporate rulers, the New World 

Order, have no interest in you / 

They flood the world with lethal 
toxins and feed their poison to you / 

There's no relief in the legal system/ 

No one wants you to see the truth/ 

Government lies, media repents them/ 

We come together, we’re gassed 

and beaten/ 

So now it can't be denied/ 

There's only us on our side/ 

No other option to choose/ 

There's nothing for us to lose/ 

We've been made to feel helpless, 
dependent on the reign/ 

Of economic policies and genocidal 
gains/ fjBtk \ 

And we've forgotten the Earth 
provides/ s 

For everything we need/ 

The wealth and power taken from us/ 
Is only make believe/ 

Our love of life makes us strong/ 

The path ahead is unknown/ 
Together we'll find the way/ 

The world belongs to the brave 


Page 52 Earth First! Mabon 2001 


artwork by Eric Drooker 




*Z^t\{Ln$ ^otk y^rmxf *&(ntetigkeg 

/^Xasslve ^fotk ^ist to the y/lXan 

A Musical Reconnaissance 
of the Album 


by Hoot Owl 

The packed pub would need a new floor, it was 
that simple. I laughed out loud at the thought, but 
my guffaw was quickly swallowed up by the din. 

The floorboards hummed underneath the thun- 
derous stomping of our feet in time to the 
raucous music. My first night in Vancouver, 

British Columbia, and I had the good fortune to 
be introduced to the musical mayhem of the 
Flying Folk Army. 

Combine an eight-person band of skilled ac- 
cordion, upright bass, fiddle, banjos, guitars, tin 
whistles, clarinet, harmonica, spoons and 
bodhran with musical styles from Celtic to 
rockabilly; then stir in a feisty sense of struggle, 
and you have. . . well, an army. These flying folksters 
not only bring down the house at their gigs, they 
venture into the fray to provide musical backup at 
protest actions and riotous street demonstrations. 

And now the Canadian band has self-produced its 
long-awaited first album: Massive Folk Fist to the 
Man . In what most aptly can be described as " roots " 
music, Massive Folk Fist covers as many political 
issues of our time as it does musical genres. The album 
contains 15 songs that manage to hold a common thread: 
a do-it-yourself, symphonic subversion not afraid to laugh 
or cry at itself. 

Opening with an upbeat and hilarious anti-war tune, 
Uncle Sam, the group pokes fun at the genocidal foreign 
policy of the US, singing "Whoopee, we're all going to die!" 
The ecological and social debacle of genetic engineering is 
served hoe-down-style with Roundup Ready Round-up. In 
Gingerbread Man, global warming is seen through the eyes 
of the sweet treat about to be tossed in the metaphorical 
oven. Hands Off fights back at the fascist police. The release 
also includes their arrangement of Kolamyka, a 19th cen- 
tury, traditional Ukrainian freedom song with beautiful 
and haunting harmonies. 

One of my favorite tunes of the lot is The Reservoir, 
especially timely amid the current crackdown against our 
burgeoning ecodefense (see EF!J August-September 2001, 
"The Criminalization of Ecology"). The lyrics are a wake- 
up slap to the face, necessary and stinging: 

They say the truthtellers are the misfits 

If they can't make them disappear 

Do you know who reaps the benefits 

When the public buys the smear 

Well they have no names or faces 



They have wiretaps and the video 
And you who disagree at all 
There are laws passed to divide you... 

There is a large untapped reservoir of anger 
Underneath the surface here 
Maybe now more than ever... 

The band minces no words about the predicaments 
facing us today. "For us, the eco-struggle is the social 
justice struggle, the struggle for freedom and against 
capitalism in all forms. The destruction of the planet's 
natural resources is inextricably linked with the oppres- 
sion and exploitation of the planet's population. It's the 
same handful of bosses who control not only the forests, 
the waters, the fields — but control the lives of the indig- 
enous peoples throughout the world, the workers, the 
poor," explains Megan, the group's fiddler. 

Bandmate Sean describes their outlook on fame: "Being 
successful for us is about being able to jam with people 
from all over the place who are converging to share and to 
struggle. It's about hearing our songs played by people 
we've never met around a campfire." 

continued on next page 
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/Idasslve ^ oik ^ 1st continued 

continued from previous page 
I wholeheartedly recommend that you get your hands 
on Massive Folk Fist to the Man; as well as their less-polished, 
untitled demo album of a couple of years ago. My only 
criticism of Massive Folk Fist is that it doesn't quite capture 
the raw revelry of the band's live performances, but no 
recording is ever as good as the real thing. The Flying Folk 
Army is at its best up close and in person. Music is meant 
for the making, not passive listening; for action, not 
audience; for dancing, singing and hanging out. That 
making of something more than just melody is what gives 
the Flying Folk Army its oomph! 

But it may be awhile before you get to stomp your feet to 
one of their live shows. The Flying Folk Army played their 
first two US shows just this year, one at a border demo and 
another at this summer's Northwest Folklife Festival in 
Seattle. So let's start clamoring for a US tour! 

Meanwhile, Massive Folk Fist to the Man is available for 
$15 from the Earth First! Journal, and folks can find the 



Flying Folk Army plays at the Under the Volcano Festival 1999. 


lyrics and guitar chords to several songs from the album in 
the Hootenanny Songbook, also available from the Journal. 

We need musicians like the Flying Folk Army as inspira- 
tion during these conflicting times of bitter despair and 
immense possibility, because there is a large, untapped 
reservoir of anger — maybe now more than ever. 


NYC’s Wetlands Preserve Forced to Close 



by Adam Weissman 

After 13 years at 161 Hudson Street 
in Manhattan, New York, Wetlands 
Preserve, the landmark live music 
venue and radical 
activism center, 
will be closing. The 
gentrification of 
Manhattan caught 
up with the vener- 
able club, and the 
building is being 
turned into residen- 
tial condos and of- 
fice space. 

Wetlands was 
founded as both a 
watering hole for ac- 
tivists and a center 
for environmental 
activity. The inten- 
tion was to open a 
nightclub and use 
revenue from the 
club to support ac- 
tivist work by run- 
ning the in-house Activism Center. 

Within the nightclub, a display space 
featured publications, petitions, col- 
orful educational displays and a bulle- 
tin board detailing upcoming events. 
This was the primary outreach tool for 


club patrons, many of whom came to 
Wetlands with no idea of the club's 
activism connection. 

Wetlands worked to build a united 
front against all oppression. Activists 
recognized that the 
Activism Center's 
four campaign ar- 
eas — rainforests, hu- 
man rights, North 
American wilder- 
ness and animal 
rights — are inextri- 
cably intertwined. 

Wetlands em- 
braced radicalism 
and nonviolent 
militancy, proudly 
proclaiming its EF! 
affiliation. The Ac- 
„ tivism Center has 
§ organized numer- 
9" ous lockdowns, oc- 
| cupations, banner 
drops and block- 
ades. Openly sup- 
porting the Earth 
and Animal Liberation Fronts, the Ac- 
tivism Center recently launched a 
regional ELF/ALF support group. 

Every Tuesday, the nightclub's down- 
stairs lounge has been the host of eco- 
saloons — educational forums designed 


The Activism Center regularly organizes 
demonstrations to protect rainforests. 


to inspire action on critical issues. Over 
the years, guest speakers have included 
Paul Watson, the McLibel 2, Julia But- 
terfly, members of MOVE, Judi Bari, 
William Kunstler, Allen Ginsberg and 
countless others in a broad range of 
environmental and social change 
movements. EF! roadshows have also 
been a frequent feature. 

An institution among musicians and 
fans, the club booked jam, rock, punk, 
hardcore, hip hop, reggae, ska, funk, 
jazz, electronic music and EF! musi- 
cians. Some of the most prominent 
bands in contemporary music have 
played the 500-person capacity club 
early in their careers. While progres- 
sive politics were never a requirement 
to play at Wetlands, many radical 
musicians have also taken the stage. 

The current Wetlands nightclub 
management team is looking for new 
space to call home in Manhattan. How- 
ever, with real estate prices soaring and 
live music clubs closing left and right, 
Wetlands' future is uncertain. In addb 
tion, the Activism Center is searching 
for Manhattan office space so that it 
can continue its work regardless of 
whether the club is able to re-open. 

For more information, contact 
Wetlands Preserve, POB 150566, 
Brooklyn, NY 11215. 


Page 54 Earth First! Mabon 2001 


ihoto by Darren Thurston 


If an Agent Knocks 

What is political intelligence? Do I 
have to talk to the FBI? What rights do 
I have? Find out the answers to these 
and many more questions in this 30- 
page booklet. English/Spanish — $1 


Earth First! 

Trinkets and Snake Oil 



pickAxc 

Fists rise above the battlements. Hands share food in a dark meal, wrists adorned with bracelets of chain and 
dangling carabiners. Mist shrouds a yellow highway sign announcing “Protesters in roadway.” Camo-clad 
militants stand in a prayerful circle, holding hands. A man swings a pickaxe with all his love for the land, 
ripping and biting into Forest Service Road 2408 in Oregon’s Willamette National Forest, the road which 
was occupied for 1 1 months in 1995-96 to protect thecharred and unscarred forest in the Compatch Roadless 
Area known as Warner Creek. 

This movie shows the whole story of Warner Creek — from the October 1991 arson fire and the efforts to 
fight it to the arrests of four women at the Free State in 1 996, the jail-house riot that followed and the joyous 
release of the Warner Four. In between are the stories of other western Oregon sales released under the 
notorious “Salvage Rider,” a 79-day hunger strike, a wedding, folks around the wood stove in a tipi and a 
mycology lesson interspersed with shots of heart-rending forest destruction. VHS video, 94 minutes — $15 


The Flying Folk Army 

Massive Folk Fist to the Man 
Combine an eight-person band of 
skilled accordion, upright bass, fiddle, 
banjos, guitars, tin whistles, clarinet, 
harmonica, spoons and bodhran with 
musical styles from Celtic to rockabilly; 
then stir in a feisty sense of struggle, 
and you have... well, an army. These 
flying folksters not only bring down 
the house at their gigs, they venture 
into the fray to provide a musical backup 
at protest actions and riotous street 
demonstrations. CD — $15 


Quantity 

Description - 

color 

size 

price 

' | 

NsajN / acv-w tf . nr . iA . — -ra^gr 




■■■ 





















name: 


address: 


Hill prices f foreign orders add 1 5% 
hide shipping! 


Total 

r Card Orders 

pSA/MC (circle one) 
"Card # _________ 


DATE (MONTH/YEAR) . 


Mail to: EF! Merchandise, POB3il23, Tucson, AZ 85702. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


New ORGANIC t-shirts 

Star w/ Fist — green & white on black/blue shirt S, M, L, XL — $15 
Skull & Crossed Tools — red & tan on black/blue shirt S, M, L, XL — $15 
Rattlesnake-Don’t Tread on Me — 4-color earth tones on black/blue shirt S, M, L, XL — $15 
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Activist Videos 

...creating our own medio... 


Igniting the Revolution: An Introduction to 
the Earth Liberation Front 

The first video produced to discuss the ideology of the ELF 
and the logic and necessity of using covert direct action to 
protect life on Earth. Produced by the North American ELF 
Press Office. Twenty minutes. VHS format only. 

Igniting the Revolution can be ordered for $ 10 postage paid 
within the US and $12 elsewhere. Make checks or money 
orders payable to Resistance, POB 4783, Portland, OR 97208. 

A Year in the Streets 

From WTO Seattle to the Bush inauguration protests, A 
Year in the Streets crisscrosses the world, providing a street- 
level view of the clash between activists and a state appa- 
ratus engaged in the widespread repression of free speech 
and assembly. Eighty-five minutes. 

To order, send a check or money order for $ 18 payable to 
Cascadia Media Collective, POB 703, Eugene, OR 97440. 
For more information, visit www.cascadiamedia.org. 

pickAxe 

The film story of the campaign to 
save Warner Creek — pickAxe — is go- 
ing back on the road. This autumn, 
co-director/producer Tim Ream will 
screen pickAxe and speak in 35 cities across 
the US. Each screening is a benefit for the 
local sponsoring group. pickAxe will be on the East Coast 
from October 6-late October, then through the Midwest 
and West until November 18. To schedule a screening, 
contact Shelly at (541) 484-2997; porkpie3@hotmail.com. 



Resources for Radicals 

The third edition of Resources for Radicals, a bibliogra- 
phy of print resources covering environmental and 
social change movements, is now available. 

Resources for Radicals grew out of workshops in non- 
violence conducted by Toronto Action for Social Change. 
Topics include meeting facilitation, community gar- 
dening, civil disobedience, union organizing, femi- 
nism, animal rights, ecology and the peace movement. 

Resources for Radicals is available for $13 US, $12 
Canada and $15 elsewhere (US checks only). Checks 
Should be made payable to Toronto Action for Social 
Change, POB 73620, 509 St. Clair Ave West, Toronto, 
Ontario, M6C ICO, Canada; (416) 651-5800; tasc@web.ca. 


N<w it i S our time- fo make- a mark- for 
indige-nous freedom, liberation and for 
our future ge-ne-ratonS. We- i nte-nd to dismantle- 
on^pin^. racism and colonialism against first 
nation peopled, and we- intend to destroy 

the- -foundation first. 



COCUMfUSS pay 2Q01 

sday.org • 



Cover art submissions must be 8 1/2 x 1 1 


I Create the icons of the movement 

Photograph, digital, paint, sketch 


Submit your uiork to the 

Carth First! Journal 

Include a Self Addressed Stamped 

envelope to have your work 

returned 

POB 3023, Tucson, BZ 85702 
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National Forest Protection Alliance 
Third Annual Convention 

October 1 1-H— Cedar Mountain, North Carolina 

Join grassroots activ- 
ists from across the US 
as we build upon our 
vision for the perma- 
nent protection of our 
national forests. Once 
a year, the National Forest Protection Alliance (NFPA) 
network gathers to review and revise our strategy to end 
the commercial logging program on public lands. The 
convention will be held at Camp High Rocks in a beautiful 
Appalachian Mountain setting. 

The NFPA Convention registration is $60 and includes 
vegetarian meals and lodging. One day registration is $20 
and includes three meals/lodging. Pre-registration is re- 
quired. Limited scholarships are available. 

Mail registration and payment by October 1 to NFPA, 
POB 8264, Missoula, MT 59807. For more information, 
contact NFPA at (406) 542-7565; nfpa@wildrockies.org. 



New York City Anti-WTO 

Call to Action OcAobor 9 


Come to New York City for a convergence on 
Halloween and stay until the November 9 opening of 
the WTO ministerial — and the invasion of the finan- 
cial district on Wall Street. A day of action is being 
planned against the criminal injustice system, a day 
of focus on sweatshops in NYC and a day of action 
devoted to the Earth. 

In the most diverse city in the US, there will be a 
diversity of tactics to demonstrate the breadth of our 
movement against corporate exploitation and for a 
sustainable planet. 

In November, let's slice open the belly of the beast 
and expose the rot within. 

A broad coalition, Global Solidarity, has formed to 
help facilitate actions, teach-ins, convergence and a 
true global summit to propose alternatives. 

Contact Global Solidarity, POB 193, New York, 
NY 10276; (212) 502-8548; nycwto@ureach.com; 
www.noWTO.org. 



wgmmwm 


Join us by organizing 
a local action at a 
military base, 
aerospace corporation 
or federal building. Stop 
Star Wars research 
and development! 


Global Network Against Weapons 
& Nuclear Power in Space 
PO Box 90083. Gainesville, PL 32607 
globalnet@mindspring.com 
(352) 337-9274* www.space4peace.org 


£a rft firtfl Organizers' Conference and Winter l&ndezYout 2002 

EF! North America organizes two gatherings a year: the summer Round River 
Rendezvous, which is more of a jamboree and orientation to EF!, and the Organizers' 
Conference and Winter Rendezvous — a strategy and organizing event. We hope that 
folks from different regions and struggles around the world will join us this year in 
Southern Arizona for the Organizers' Conference. 

Agenda to be announced: /* i _ t » 

Please send ideas, position gcirtniirSTlorgAnizerS ConTensnCe, 2 jQ0ZL, 
papers and suggestions (as- 
sume all correspondence is 
monitored). A full article with 
site directions and a proposed 
agenda will be printed in the 
Yule edition of the EF! Journal. 

Setup February 13 — A day 
where folks who would like to 
participate will hammer out 
the rest of the agenda and 
make camp. 

Strategy Session February 
14-16 — Please start thinking 
about what you would like to 

accompM, in these meetings. c Ju hr ^ r , U .pl an ~ r aifrcKSH ! 

N,ght to Howl! February 

16 (evening) — The Warrior 1 ‘ 

Poets Society will kick-off the Winter Rendezvous. EF! performers, poets, dancers, 
musicians, etc. are welcome to entertain us. If you don't, we'll demand it! 

Winter Rendezvous February 17-18 — A time for action planning, campaign discus- 
sions, workshops, campfire music, rejuvenating, hiking and other illicit activities. 

New Orleans Mardi Gras Style Costume Party February 1 7 — Dance party with hip 
hop DJ! (No costume, no attendance...) 

Tucson Benefit February 19 — Pack up, cleanup, and sum-rad-kinda'-action day. The 
Earth First! Journal invites you to come to Tucson for a benefit concert Tuesday night. 

For more info., contact EF!OC, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; eforganize@yahoo.com. 
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smaS| * Stephens 

Inc.! 

WHO IS STEPHENS INC? 

The Little Rock, Arkansas, investment firm Stephens Inc. is the 
number one investor in Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) and is 
responsible for the senseless deaths of 500 animals every day. HLS 
is one of the largest animal testing laboratories in the world — 
areas of research include testing the toxicity of food colorings, 
household products and genetically modified organisms. 

COME TO LITTLE ROCK 

On October 27-29, join activists as they converge on Stephens' 
hometown for what will be one of the largest and most important 
demonstrations in the history of the animal rights movement. 

STAY FOR THE ACTION 

Once in Little Rock, there will be numerous events 
to network with activists, educate yourself on 
the issues and put the pressure on Stephens Inc. 


Green Anarchy #6 



Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
PO Box 22398 Philadelphia PA 19110 
1.888.354.2435 


www.October29.org 


Included in this issue: 

Resisting Western 
Penetration: Notes 
on the EZLN 

The Decolonization 
of Colonial Descent 

Feminism: A Male 
Anarchist’s Perspective 

The Earth’s Lament 



Green Anarchy 
POB 11331 
Eugene OR 97440 
greenanarchy@tao.ca 

$2 per Issue 



Concerned Sinafes 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
•s 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 



Hi 


Searching for a Spiritual Missing Link 

NEW! • 298 pages • 5”x8” • $14 + $5 s/h • ISBN 0964425858 

Why would one species on Earth undermine its own life support systems? What deficiency in 
human consciousness forces us to over-consume and pollute? Scientists predict a global ecological 
collapse within 40 years. Dick and Shrub don't care. Does anyone? 

What they're saying about Balance Point: 

Today's Librarian : “An engaging and enlightening book - as well as a disturbing warning to us all. " 

“ Napra Review : “This intriguing story of a search for something so mysterious that the main character 

doesn't even know what it is, or how to recognize if he finds it, touches on spirituality, science, 
mathematics, and economics.’’ The Compendium Newsletter : “The reader is drawn into the amazing and 
[^powerful adventure of the author as he travels throughout the world in search for answers.” 

^Joseph Jenkins’ first two titles, the Humanure Handbook anti the State Roof Bible, have been recognized at the 
1 998 and 2001 Three Rivers Environmental Awards, the 2000 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Awards, 
2000 Benjamin Franklin Awards, 2001 Gold Circle Awards, and the 2000 Independent Publisher Outstanding 
Book of the Year Awards. Balance Point'\s his third work. All three are available by calling: 

800-639-4099 (Chelsea Green Publishing, PO Box 428, White River Jet., VT 05001) 
or discounted on the web at amazon.com or bn.com. Visit the author’s web site at: 

www.jenkinspublishing.com 

Jenkins Publishing, PO Box 607, Grove City, PA 16127 USA • (800) 689-3233 
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Coming this Fall — 

“The best trail guide for tracking the hungry life of that fabled masked 
man clutching a monkey wrench.” —Charles Bowden 

Edward Abbey: a Life 

JAMES M. CAHALAN 

“For those who want to defend wilderness and those who love good writing, 
the story of Cactus Ed Abbey’s life as told by Cahalan will engage and inspire, 
with as insightful a look at the times as it is of the man. Cahalan tells the whole 
story, and he tells it exceedingly well.” —Robert Redford 

“Cahalan fills a huge gap in our understanding of Abbey, his devotion to 
writing, his kindness and generosity, and affection for his fellow writers. . . . 

A definitive biography.” —Ann H. Zwinger 

“A lucid, impressive biography . . . Those who love Abbey’s books will find 
much to interest them here.” —Larry McMurtry 

“Cahalan takes us miles beyond our cherished, simplistic notions of Edward 
Abbey as a gravel-witted maverick. ... No work on Ed Abbey is more worth 
the reading." —Gary Ferguson 

“This is the real thing. This is what we’ve wanted to know. Abbey in the 
altogether— a chronicle of the writer we love." —Edward Hoagland 

$27.95. Publication set for November 1 . For more information about this book or to read a 
sample passage, go to www.uapress.arizona.edu/books/bid1383.htm. 

Earth First! Journal readers, mention this ad and receive a prepublication discount of 20% on 
all orders received by 10/31/011 (Mail orders, add $3 shipping; Ariz. residents, also add 5.6% tax.) 


The University of Arizona Press 355 S. Euclid Ave., #103, Tucson AZ 85719 • 1-800-426-3797 • www.uapress.arizona.edu 


Help Us! 
Help you! 

Here's an easy way you can 
help the EF! Journal get new 
subscribers: Go to your pub- 
lic library, university library 
or any other institution that 
has a literature/publication 
archive and fill out a request 
for the Earth First! Journal. 
The more requests these in- 
stitutions receive, the more 
inclined they will be to ac- 
commodate requests. 



these institutions will create 
an assured soutceof funds that 
is always needed at the Earth 
First! Journal. This is a great 
way to help us and spread the 
message of our movement. 

For more ideas on how to 
help boost subscriptions for 
the Journal, contact EF! Jour- 
nal-subscriptions, POB 3023, 
Tucson, AZ 85702. 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 
. . . and get some free music too ! 


Subscriber Name - 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone Country 

Email 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


0 Check here for 
a free "Keep it 
Wild!" EF! 
music 
compilation 
tape with your 
subscription 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 
O $40 First Class 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Credit Card Orders 

circle one: Visa / MC 

Card # 

Exp. date 


O $40 Surface Mail, International 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 

$ DONATION 
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Ecodefense 

•Jeremiah Rush Bowen, #108016, DCC, 1140 East 10 Road, 
Delta, CO 81416. Serving two years forthe arson of a townhouse 
in Boulder, Colorado, in the summer of 2000. Due to be 
released in December. 

•Josh Raisler Cohn, #90274-020, Federal Prison Camp, FOB 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378; joshinjail@riseup.net. Six months 
for an action against the School of the Americas. He can be 
reached by email. /V -gj# 

•Corey Mascio, #20035, Gallatin County Detention Center, 
611 South 16th, Bozeman, MT 59715. He was arrested last 
winter for trespassing on national forest land where the 
Department of Livestock set up one of their buffalo traps. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, Two Rivers Correctional 


•Dave Blenkinsop, #EM7899, HMP Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 
1EA, England. Sentenced to three years for committing griev- 
ous bodily harm against the managingdirector of Huntingdon 
Life Sciences. 


Anti-globalization 11 V. "* • *«* «. 

•Robert Thaxton, #121 12716, 2605 State Street, Salem, OR 
97310. Rob threw a rock at a cop in Self-defense at the 1999 
Eugene J18 Reclaim the Streets action and received a seven- 
year “mandatory minimum" sentence. 

•Garfield Gabbard, #FT9062, HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle 
of Wight, PO30 5PB, England. Eighteen months for setting 


Institute, 829 11 Beach Acces 
Sentenced to 22 years for 13 cl" 
Eugene, Oregon. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshal 
Westgate, Pendleton, OR 978 


Umatilla, 

latingtott 


la, OR 97882. 
) two arsons in 


, EOCI, 2500 
jve-and-a-half- 


fire to a riot van during th 
for release on October 28. 

•Paul Robinson, Gote 
Goteburg Polls Headquart 
Goteburg, Sweden. One 




tests in London. Hoping 


d Centre (Haktet), 
let), Box 429, 40129, 
nt for rioting. 


year sentence for conspiracy to commitarson and possession 


of unlaw] 
•Ted Ki 
POB 850( 
•Helen 
Unit, POI 
robbing i 
statemen 
of the eh 1 
•Marco 
Serving 1 
Switzerlaj 
sentence 
German, 
•Ioaki i 


devices. • ^ 

K 4475-046, US Pen-Admin Max Faciiit 

*03231-045, FMC Carswell, Admin Me 
t Worth, TX 76127. Serving 27 years f. 
riting the money on fire while reading 
ig greed, capitalism and the destructic 

' • "" 

Viale dei Tigli, 14 13900, Biella, ital 
number of eco-bombings in Italy. M 


0, Biella, Ital 

,^mhhwbh^.^ sohtfcan^MlO^i 
sentence there for eco-bombings. Marco can read French, 
German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Ioaki <J|lprKoeh, Centro Penitenciarid "Villa Hieros," 
Mansilla de Mulas, 24210, Leon, Spain. Serving just under five 
years for cutting cables on the construction site of the Itoiz 
•Nikos Maziotis; c/o Dafni Vaganou, Ozortz 3, 1 
Athens, Greece, Sentenced to five years for bombing the < 
Ministry of Industry in protest of TVX-Gold's plan to build a 
factory ipi Strymonikos Bay. “V , 

•Siivano Pellissero, Com. Mastrolierto, Via Ferrerinoli no 
2, Sanponso, 10080 Torino, Italy. Serving six years and 
eight months for sabotaging a rail line construction site in 
the Northern Italian Alps. Siivano can read Spanish, Italian 
and French. *%!£**’ 


Ilia Hieros," 
>t under five 
re Itoiz 
2 3, 1 


♦Eric Wildcat Hall, #BI.-53S5, Unit I/A 10745 Route 18, 
Albion, PA 1647S-0002. Serving 35-75 years for helping to 
ship arms to Central American resisters. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS 
66048. An American Indian Movement (AIM) activist, serving 
two life sentences, having been framed for the murder of two 
FBI agents. 

♦Robert .Wilson. #640289, Estelle Prison, 264 FM 3478, 
Huntsville, TX 77320-3322. In 1978, Robert (a.k.a. Standing 
Deer) exposed a government plot to assassinate Leonard 
Peltier. The US government punished him withflife in prison. 

•Lenny Chavez, POB 28703, Oakland, CA 94694. An AIM 
activist who defended himself and his family from an armed 
racist. Lenny disarmed his attacker by stabbing him with a 
penknife and was jailed for attempted murder. 


penknife an 


MOVE 


her because they are 
must be written to 


Animal Liberation 

•Mel Broughton, #DJ8216,,HMP the Mount, Molyneaux 
Avenue, Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 0NZ, England. 
Serving four years for conspiracy to cause explosions. 

•Barry Horne, #VC2141, HMP Belm^rsh, Western Way, 
Thamesmead, London, SE28 0EB, England. Serving 18 years 
for various anti-vivisection arsons. 


1 at the same prison address. However, they must be written to 
i separately, not as a group. 

i *Debbie Simms Africa (#006307), Janet Holloway Africa 
(#006308), Janine Philips Africa (#006309), SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238. 
♦Michael Davis Africa (#AM4973), Charles Simms Africa 
c (#AM4975), SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 1 9426-0244. 
•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, SCI Camp Hill, PA 
17011-0200. 

, •William Philips Africa (#AM4984), Delbert Orr Africa 
5 (#AM4985), SCI Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 


Prisoner Support Groups 


•UK Earth Lib. Prisoners Support Network, 16 Sholebrooke Avenue, Chapelton, Leeds, LS7 3HB; earthlibprisoner@mail.com. 
•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Network, 818 SW 3rd Avenue, PMB 354, Portland, OR 97204; aplan@tao.ca. 

•North American Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, POB 1 1331, Eugene, OR 97440; naelpsn@yahoo.com. 
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International EF! Directory 

There is an international Earth First! web INDIA Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) * 



An and Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 


page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 


(095) 954-91-93 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
7 (09131) 4-5-14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative if 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; 
earth_first@ziplip.com 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 Bihar, 

POB 229 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel- Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THF. NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; gf 0 enfr@dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
1 89 San Antonio Ext, SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1632Tagig, M. Mia. 

PO LAND . 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 

tel/fax 48-33 (8)183153 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 

ul, Umanowskiego 138/42 

91-038, Lodz 

48-42-653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

■R USSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, 236000 Kaliningrad, Russia 
7 (0112) 44-84-43; 
ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 — 


Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339-8009 
424 3688 (fax); scotree@gn.apc.org 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South Street, St. Andrews, 
Fife KY 1 6 9Q, 0 1 334- 4774 1 1 
SL OVAKIA 

Slobodna Altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 


SQUm.MK.l< 


Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; 82-2-766-4180 (fax); 
greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago, 
manoelantonio@lettera.net 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
POB 34089, 10026 Stockholm 
46-70-7560195 T 
.UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups ) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curacao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax); 
falcone@fiberia.com 


Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Center 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

(420) 2781-0849; 781-67-27 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Robert 
robatg@hotmail.com is 
ENGLAND \ 

More than SO Earth First! and rculical ecologic 
direct action groups exist in the "United Kingdom 
There are also a number of other anarchist/revoh 
tionary groups and projects. For a list or for germ 
news from the UK, contact 
EF! Action Update 

POB 487 Norwich NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811 
efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept.29, 255 Wilmslow Road, 
Manchester M14 5LW 


0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 
3HB 

0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury 
Place, Brighton, East Sussex, 
BN2 2GY doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-gueniers 

71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 

Clamart 

01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth- 
first.org 




EF! Germany c/o Avalon 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 
Essen 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel 
Lindinger 

Europahaus, Rheingut Str 40/ 
40, 78462 Konstanz 
manuel.lindinger@uni- 
konstanz.de 



September-October 2001 Earth First! Page 61 


ofteosta czooo 




CXT71 


Earth 



GRA55ROOT>: 


University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ALASKA 

Alaska Action Center 

(907) 56-EARTH 

akaction@alaska.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 


COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 
www.wildernessdefense.com 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 


Directory 

TNTnTAMA f 


INDIANA 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 

(913) 461-8583 

KANSA S 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
tyezart@yahoo.com 
LOUISIANA 
New Orleans EF! 


POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542 

Wildfire Infoshop 

POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 1601, Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
phoenixef@excite.com 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; 
ncef@humboldt 1 .com 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sequoia EF! 

POB 1108, Exeter, CA 93221 
exetrade@aol.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254; 392-9965 (fax); 
arcla@enviro web . org 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1463, Fullerton, CA 92836 


POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 

afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050; 
clearwaterEF@j uno . com 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 
c/o CMC 1021 W. University Ave, 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 373-0010; 
gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Lake Worth EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

littleprincel@juno.com 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
IDAHO 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
ILLINOIS 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312 

The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not 
Bombs 

308 South St., #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 


(504) 561-8182; 
vedanta28@hotmail.com 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 
MICHIGAN 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, Mpls, MN 55458 
(612) 362-3387; 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance / Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF!/ WiM Rockies 
Review 

POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 721-3494; wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 ! ‘ ' 
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NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, 

NV 89821 

(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW JERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
North Jersey EF! 

58 Warren Road, West Orange, NJ 
07052 

(973) 731-2162; dlstraught@aol.com 

NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 

actionnm@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve c/o Rainforest Relief 
POB 150566, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton 
Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; 

offeditor@hotmail.com 

Vegan Noise 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Natural Island Eco-collective 

POB 237, East Setauket, NY 11733 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; 
mountainf action@cs . com 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 516, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@hotmail.com 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave, Cleveland, 
OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

c/o Acme Co-op, 23 Elliott St, 

Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; home@frognet.net 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; 
pseudotsuga@earthlink.net 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Canopy Action Network 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; 
greencanopy@popmail .com 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 


Blue Heron Earth First! 

Student Action Office, Reed College, 
Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; 223-4997 (fax); 

adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr, Whitehouse, TN 37188 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; 

kropotkin@hushmail.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
EF! San Antonio 
earthfirstsanantonio@hotmail.com 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, 

Houston, TX 77019 
(713) 294-HOPE 

Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 

rainbo wbridgeef@aol .com 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; 254-7358 (fax) 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 

321 South Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 23220 
(804) 643-5190; 
earthfirstRVA@end-war.com 
DC Area EF! 

nightbrigade@girlmail.com 

WASHINGTON 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 568-7110; 


Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense 
Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

wildcascadia@yahoo.com 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity 

Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 Univ. Sq, Four Lakes-Madison, WI 
53715 

(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
skulnrs@aol.com 



Projects Campaigns 

Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 
North American ELF Press Office 
POB 4783, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 478-0902; elfpress@tao.ca; 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC 
V9N 7P1, Canada 

(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalf|xi@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net 
GenetiX Alert 

787 Ellsworth, Memphis, TN 38111 
(901) 438-9907 
genetixalert@tao.ca 
www.tao.ca/~ban/gapo.htm 


Send directory changes to: 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


sea-ef@scn.org 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
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A Triumph of Globalization 


A diverse Olympic crowd, sur- 
rounded by a landscape of commodi- 
ties and corporate media marketers, is 
coming to Salt Lake City to celebrate 
capitalism and sports. Whether the 
2002 Winter Games showcases the 
triumph of globalization or the crude 
hand of corporate greed is up to us. 

The international anti-globalization 
movement has been late in realizing 
the relationship the Olympics has to 
globalization. Meanwhile, the trans- 
formation of Utah into a product for 
the benefit of elite multinational cor- 
porate culture has already begun its 
course. Whether it is selling "the great- 
est snow on Earth" or marketing the 
sublime grandeur of "America's 
redrock wilderness, " Utah has become 
the latest commodity within the 
merger of global capitalism and pro- 
fessional athleticism. 

Anticipating opposition, the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee (IOC) 
declared that the environment is now 
"the third dimension of Olympism" 
after sport and culture. In 1994, IOC 
President Juan Antonio Samaranch 
emphasized that "the necessity of re- 
specting the environment must figure 
among the Fundamental Principles of 
the Olympic Charter." 

A simple analysis reveals the 
greenwash behind these claims. First, 
the Olympics have become one of the 
world's largest ongoing development 
projects, never visiting permanent 
venues and requiring the rapid devel- 
opment of potential host cities wish- 
ing to appear prepared for the games. 
In Salt Lake City, this includes infra- 
structure developments such as the 
17-mile interstate highway re-con- 
struction and the development of light 
rail. "Improvements" such as the con- 
version of a mountainside in Park City, 
Utah, into a massive ski jump facility 
are declared benefits to the commu- 
nity, regardless of the fact that in the 
two years since its opening it has shown 
little practical value. 

Despite claims that it would "leave 
the environment of Utah in a better 
condition then it found it," the Salt 
Lake Olympic Committee (SLOC) 
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committed less than one percent of its 
budget to environmental programs 
and protection. On Earth Day, SLOC 
and its corporate sponsors celebrated 
how many trees they had planted in 
Utah, though they had previously re- 
leased data showing no substantive 
headway in mitigating the short and 
long-term environmental impacts of 
the games. 

In addition, the Olympics freely sub- 
sidizes itself with money from corpo- 
rate sponsors such as Coca-Cola, 
McDonald's and Texaco, who are eager 
to capitalize upon the Olympic image. 

Coca-Cola's advertising director 
stated, "Sports more than 



stem of the brain, rather 
than in the front lobe where reasoning 
and calculation take place." Coca-Cola 
spent more than $350 million for spon- 
sorship, advertising and marketing at 
the 1996 Atlanta games alone. The 
Olympics have become a venue from 
which multinational exploiters can 
strut out their benign public citizen- 
ship and then easily greenwash their 
destructive behavior. 

Prior to the 1984 Summer Games in 
Los Angeles, corporate sponsorship did 
not exist. Instead, more than 300 busi- 
nesses and individuals funded the Olym- 
pics. Such funding was not sponsorship 
but support, whereby the individual or 
business donated for the good of ama- 
teur sports rather than to make money. 


After the LA games, this all changed. 

Since then, the Olympics have oper- 
ated as a for-profit venture, promoting 
the opening of local economies to the 
world market rather than amateurism 
and the pursuit of athleticism. Instead 
of empowering the individual, it 
commodifies them. Athletes become 
machines whose performance rests on 
how much money is invested by gov- 
ernment and corporate sponsors. The 
games have become breeding grounds 
for those elite who are willing to go all 
the way to become the world's best. 

For the anti-globalization move- 
ment to fully develop, it must tran- 
scend its reactionary approach to the 
forces of global greed. Not only should 
the movement demonstrate opposi- 
tion to the changing political atmo- 
sphere via protesting the WTO, IMF, 
World Bank and FTAA meetings, it 
must also directly challenge the events 
which continually indoctrinate the 
public with greenwashed messages of 
corporate responsibility. The Olym- 
pics embody these messages and 
something more — it is a circus of na- 
tionalism and a glorification of 
"healthy" cut-throat competition. 

The 2002 Winter Olympics, like 
those in Sydney, Australia, will draw 
protesters merely because the global 
media will be in attendance. Without 
discrediting the important indigenous 
and environmental messages of the 
protests in Sydney, we can hope that 
the upcoming Olympic protests will 
embody broader themes. Perhaps ac- 
tivists can come together and fight the 
Olympics — not solely for being spon- 
sored by corporations or for causing 
environmental damage, but also for 
the ideology created and the national- 
ist world of global capital they inspire. 
With the momentum this movement 
has already created, making the Olym- 
pics the next point of confrontation 
will be a step toward bringing the 
issues of globalization to a head. 

Shut down the Winter Olympics... 
Steal the torch! 

For more information, visit 
www.anti2002.org, or www.utah. 
indymedia.org. 
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The world did not change on Septem- 
ber 11. Only the impressions of things 
shifted. Like the shocked silence follow- 
ing a gunshot, for days we moved in a 
quiet that came from more than the 
absence of jet planes, the stock market, 
schools and traffic. In that ego-silence, 
more of us could hear the screaming 
warning, "Things ain't right. Is this the 
best there is?" 'There is a vacuum present— 
a hole in the fabric, a pattern tom, a 
matrix disintegrating. 

If we don’t pull direction and focus 
out of this shattered world (our minds)/ 
if we don’t make the best use of this 
opening to manifest a new "sense of 
things" with utter confidence, then noth- 
ing has changed. The bodies, blood, ruins 
and the pain are simply ashes to ashes 
and toxic dust. 

There was power released in New York 
on September 1 1. A power that will be 
used for good or for evil. We can all 
unite quickly in front of an impassioned, 
global "general strike" for sustainable 
peace and ecological sanity, or we can 
watch TV as our suicidal tendencies 
unfold and consume our very existence. 

There are cycles and patterns in hu- 
man history, and there are moments 
when forces converge and align. Some 


public warnings by bin Laden. Bush is 
out to finish his dad’s project: the re- 
creation of Southwest Asia for corpora te 
profitability. Islamic fundamentalism 
threatens his plan. 

The third Bush coup is now upon us: 
the military takeover of the world. The 
day that Pakistan falls, King Fahd is 
assassinated or a US nuclear power 
plant is destroyed, Rush will make his 
move and then everything will change. 

We can prevent this, but there are 
dire risks. Every person who wants to 
be part of the solution has to con- 
vince, recruit and pester their friends, 
family and every organization they 
can find to join a global labor and 
consumption general strike for total, 
sustainable peace. The demands are 
simple: Economics have to change. 

We all have to agree to live simply 
so that the planet can simply live. No 
more cars or airliners and much less 
long distance trade. Emulate 
Bangladesh or Ghandi— not Sweden 
or "Madonna.” As Wendell Berry puts 
it, we can continue on with life in an 
increasingly repressive police state 
"or we can promote a decentralized 
world economy which would have 
the aim of assuring to every nation 


of us are drawn to roles at these times, and region a local self-sufficiency in 


George W. Bush and Osama bin Laden 
are puppets to powerful forces — will we 
remain sheep or will we risk everything? 

Bush showed his mettle by pulling off 
two coups. First, the presidential elec- 
tion, and then the hew millennium 
"Pearl Harbor" on "911." Bush knew 
that a big attack was coming to New 
York and did nothing despite several 


life-supporting goods. This is the 
surest, safest and cheapest way for 
the world to live. We cannot spend 
and consume endlessly. We need a 
new economy founded on thrift and 
’ care, on saving and conserving, not 
on excess and waste. We need a peace- 
able economy." 

continued on page 30 





Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

When I first heard that ex- 
ploding jets had hit the World 
Trade Center and the Penta- 
gon I was elated. A Palestinian 
group claimed responsibility 
and I burst out with, "Woo 
Hoo! Go Palestine!" Immedi- 
ately the Palestinian claim 
proved to be false. Immedi- 
ately I began to grapple with 
the reality of what had just 
happened revising my re- 
sponse to, "Oh Shit!" 

Reports started coming in 
about hundreds of NYC 
firefighters being crushed to 
death while saving others. Sto- 
ries of horror and heroism con- 
tinued non-stop. George W. 
Bush vowed to "rid the world 


of evil doers". I wondered, 
"Does this mean he is going to 
kill himself? Does getting rid 
of terrorism mean we will abol- 
ish the CIA?" For if ridding 
the world of evil is anything, 
it is an introspective process. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
spoke about good and evil in a 
sermon that he gave just one 
month before his assassination. 

He said, "There is a tension at 
the heart of the universe 
between good and evil. 
Now not only is that 
struggle structured out 
somewhere in the external 
forces of the universe, it' s struc- 
tured in our own lives. And in 
every one of us this morning, 
there's a war going on. It's a 
civil war. I don't care who you 
are, I don't care where you live, 
there is a civil war going on in 
your life. Every time you set 
out to love, something keeps 
pulling on you, trying to get 
you to hate. There's a tension 
at the heart of human nature. 
And whenever we set out to 
dream our dreams and to build 
our temples, we must be hon- 
est enough to recognize it." 

There have been many cin- 
ematic references to the events 
surrounding the Attack on 
America. People have said it 


reminded them of the movies 
Independence Day or Die Hard. 
But the movie that came to my 
mind was Ghostbusters. The 
scene where Bill Murray and 
Dan Aykroyd battle to save New 
York City from the giant 
Pillsbury Doughboy that was 
spawned by their own imagi- 
nations seemed to me like the 
most apt metaphor for what 
had happened. 

The other cinematic refer- 
ence that I kept thinking 
about was the scene from Re- 
turn of the fedi where Luke 
Skywalker battles Darth 
Vader. Vader keeps trying to 
inspire hate in Luke whisper- 
ing, "I can feel the hate" as he 
attempts to draw Luke to the 
dark side. Luke is in a state of 
confused consternation but 
keeps trying to remember 
what it means to be a good 
Jedi knight. George W. seems 
to be saying to me, "OK Peggy 
Sue, I know you hate me. I'm 
really scaring you now aren't 
I? Surrender to hate. Come 
over to the dark side". I have 
to steal myself to the com- 
plexities of living out a com- 
mitment to non-violence and 
try to grasp what that really 
means. Collectively as a na- 
tion or within our own hearts 
we can't win a battle against 
evil with more evil. The only 
weapon that will work is love. 

I love you all, 

— Peggy Sue 
continued on page 34 


We want you! 

The Earth First! jour- 
ntd, located in sunny 
Tucson, Arizona, has an 
opening for a new mem- 
ber of our editorial staff. 
It could be you. 

Being a part of the 
Journal is full of re- 
wards-- working on a 
consensus basis with a 
tight six-person collec- 
tive among a supportive 
commun ity to publish a 
magazine essential to 
the radical environmen- 
tal movement. 

Our new long-term edi- 
tor ideally will have pub- 
lishing experience, be 
personally compatible 
with existing staff, have 
pounds of patience, Ire 
computer literate, have 
excellent editing skills 
and have a sense of hu- 
mor. Asa collective, allot 
the work is shared, so a 
motivated, hard- working 
individual is nquiied! 

To apply, send your 
resume and a letter of 
inters 

journal. PUB 3023, Tuc- 
son, AZ 85702. Please for- 
ward a writing sample, 
activist history and the 

names ot some FT! ac- 

tivists who can vouch 
for you. 





c^auna (Qabala 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

Male Australian redback spiders ( Latrodectus hasselti) com- 
mit copulatory suicide. At most two percent of female mass, 
these diminutive spiders spend their few-month adult exist- 
ence seeking to mate and rarely, if ever, eat. A successful male 
mates via penetration followed by a well-executed somersault 
which causes him to spend his moments of bliss with his 
abdomen pressed firmly against the jaws of his mate. If he's 
lucky, the female, who lives two years and has an assortment 
of males to choose from, will be preoccupied with slurping 
spider cider thus prolonging mating. This is adaptive for the 


by Faith Walker 


male, since he'll father 
more spiderlings if she takes 
that cannibalistic nibble. Be- 
ing eaten while mating allows 
more sperm to transfer, and a 
female who cannibalizes apparently can't 
stomach another mate. 

If he's unlucky he’ll survive the encounter but will have lost 
the tip of his penis, which breaks off inside the female, and 
will never mate again. Unlikely to become female fodder, 
since she prefers the somersault position, he'll hang out on 
her web until he perishes of old age. It's common in arthropods 
for a food gift to be presented by males to females during 
mating. The redback simply takes it a step further by offering 
his own belly jelly as a delicacy. 
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In the Absence of the Confusion of Noise 



by Kris Maenz 

Yesterday I sat on the porch and 
watched birds twittering away. They 
have discovered that the giant sun- 
flower in the yard is almost dry 
enough for them to swoop by and 
grab seeds on the run. The squirrel in 
the neighboring tree has made the 
same discovery, so I suspect that the 
birds may not get as many delicious 
morsels as they expect. It was a 
strangely quiet day. There was less 
traffic than usual on the road, and 
everyone that came into the store was 
subdued. Which makes sense as the 
World Trade Center and Pentagon 
were attacked only two days ago. 

But there was something else, some- 
thing I couldn't quite put my finger 
on. Then I realized there were no air- 
planes. The sky was completely quiet. 
The only other time in my life that I 
have neither seen nor heard planes 
was when I was out on the deep ocean, 
far from airports and flight paths. I 
understand now that I ignore the drone 
and gray noise that is a constant inva- 
sion on my psyche. That I spend much 
too much time dwelling on the "big 
picture" and almost no time paying 
attention to my own space. 

In fact, the bombing has reaffirmed 
in me how important it is to be an 
Earth Firstler. It has reminded me that 
I need to look into my heart and see 
the beauty in nature. It has forced me 
to re-evaluate many things and to re- 
alize that I have become disillusioned 
with the politics of EF! — with the gran- 
diose discussions of what we should 
do and how we can save the entire 
planet from the corruption of capital- 


ism. I miss the days when the Journal 
was filled with articles about hunt sabs 
and whether spiking trees was good or 
bad. Those were times when I felt 
empowered and involved. I believed 
that I — little ol' me — could do some- 
thing that would make a difference. I 
am not sure I ever did, but at least I felt 
like I could. As a frontlines activist I 
fought for the wilderness, small and 
insignificant as that seems compared 
to the global situation. I fought for 
the animals and trees in my back- 
yard. Today I read that I was selfish, 
that I should have been fighting the 
multinational monster, that frontlines 
activism is passe and not exciting 
enough for EF!, that only big demon- 
strations and arson mean anything. 

It is so difficult though, because I am 
not big. I am small and only one. And 
even when I am joined with others, we 
are still barely minute in the eyes of 
giants. I liked fighting with Joe hunter 
and Jack logger. I could sometimes 
even change their minds. A few even 
quit what they were doing, forever. 
They might have gone back to their 
small towns and changed their neigh- 
bors' minds too. I felt strong and in- 
volved. Unlike in Seattle when I felt 


like a single grain in a huge ocean of 
sand, probably important, but who 
knows. It was difficult to gain strength 
rather than an overwhelming hope- 
lessness from that experience. 

Today there are no airplanes and 
the confusion of noise that has suc- 
cessfully clouded my attitude has 
cleared with the rubble of the set- 
tling towers. I can make a statement 
and a difference. I can do it without 
killing anyone, and I can change the 
world slowly by starting in my back- 
yard. I am an Earth Firstler. I do believe 
in putting the wild first. Before me and 
my petty attitudes and arguments. I 
have not lost the passion that drives us 
all to forsake luxury in order to make 
the planet a better place for nature. 

Maybe I am not like the new people 
in the movement but that does not 
make me any lesser, it merely makes 
me different. I feel so old school, like 
the grouchy old codgers who write 
scathing letters to the paper about the 
newbies' ideas and philosophies. This 
weird quiet outside, the sadness of so 
many deaths and the changes that this 
will bring has made me acknowledge 
that I am an old schooler. It has also 
made me proud of that. 


PLEASE HELP/ 

We joked that this issue of the Journal was cursed.. . As for the editorial 
collective: It started days alter the last issue went to print. Turtle was in her 
second car accident this year, now she's trying hard to focus on healing. A1 has 
had his own health problems and headed to the woods to do his own healing this 
issue. Dug bad his medical emergency. And then Georgette was arrested for 
"rioting" as she was leaving the local Smash Columbus Day protest. Frog, Lisa 
and Sky were the stalwarts in the office. Then even the short terra editor decided 
at the eleventh hour not to come and instead chose to focus her efforts on the 
growing anti-war movement. Thank goodness Almond appeared. 

Still, with all of this thrown in our faces, in addition to the current global 
situation, ibis is without a doubt one ol the best issues of the Journal yet. We 
continue to bring you eight hard-hitting issues a year no matter what obstacles 
cross our path. And as mainstream enviros are floe king away from the cause, we 
remain tire most valuable media outlet for the radical environmental movement. 

But we couldn't do it without your support. We need your help now more than 
ever. With more than 20 years under the Journal's belt, we have grown, changed 
and taken a stand to save our dying planet. For you that have grown with us, we 
need you to make a contribution at this time to keep the Journal going. 

Please donate generously to our nonprofit sponsor, the Earth Defense Education 
Project (see aJ page S8). Become a subscriber. Introduce us to a donor that may like 
what we do. l ei] your friends about us. Most importantly, keep taking action in 
defense of the Earth. —F.F! Journal Collective 
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BY STARHAWK 

The world has changed. An act of 
violence has cost the lives of thousands 
and shattered our plans and expecta- 
tions for the future. We who have been 
working for global justice face an enor- 
mous challenge. Since Seattle, we've 
built and sustained a movement in spite 
of continually escalating police violence 
and attempts by the media to paint us as 
violent thugs. Genoa did not intimidate 
us and momentum was growing for the 
World Bank/IMF demonstrations in 
Washington, DC. Public opinion was 
shifting, and the whole edifice of corpo- 
rate rule was losing legitimacy. 

The attacks of September 11 could 
undermine all of our work, at least in 
the short term. They are the perfect 
excuse for the state to intensify its 
repression, restrict civil liberties and 
for anyone who speaks out against 
blind retaliation to be demonized. The 
mood of the country is ugly. People 
are scared. They're angry. Their sense 
of power and invulnerability has been 
badly shaken, and in the US, they're 
not used to it. They're grasping at 
anything which can restore their 
sense of power over their lives. In a 
violent society that means punish- 
ment, retaliation, war. 

Many activists are also scared. I'm 
scared of the repression that might 
come, scared of being personally tar- 
geted, scared of the loss of our liber- 
ties, scared, yes, of further attacks. 
But most of all I'm scared for the 
movement, which I believe is cru- 
cial to our survival as a species. 

And yet I also believe that the 
current crisis can be a great oppor- 
tunity, if we can only see how to 
grasp it. Extraordinary times create 
extraordinary openings and possi- 
bilities. Our usual patterns and ways 
of thinking are shattered. When 
structures fall, something new can 
be built. To do that, we have to be- 
have in extraordinary ways. 

We need to acknowledge our fears, 
but not act out of fear. Fear leads to 
bad decisions and constricted vision, 


just when we need to see most clearly. 
"Hold on, hold on, hold the vision, 
that's being born," our cluster 
chanted in Quebec City at the FTAA 
protests. It may be that the most 
radical thing we can do right now is 
to act from our vision, not our fear, 
and to believe in the possibility of its 
realization. Every force around us is 
pushing us to close down, insulate, 



retreat. Instead, we need to advance, 
but in a different way. We're called to 
take a leap into the unknown. 

As a movement, we've often been 
accused of lacking a clear vision of the 
world we want. I think we do have a 
vision, it includes diversity and rejects 
uniform, dogmatic formulations. 
Within all its varied forms there's a clear 
common ground: We want a world of 
liberty and justice for all. It sounds 
downright patriotic, but if you think 
about its ramifications, they are 


revolutionary. We also want a world in 
which no one has to fear violence, which 
is the ultimate violation of freedom. 

This is the moment to reinvent our 
approach, our strategies and our tac- 
tics, to believe in the possibility of 
moving people to act from hope, to act 
in the service of what they love. What 
would this look like? It would mean 
embodying the world we want to cre- 
ate in our own movement and in our 
actions. Times of grief and anguish can 
strengthen our bonds. 

Our solidarity must go deeper than 
we've ever known before. Solidarity 
means listening to each other with 
respect, and it means being willing to 
protect and support people with 
whom we may disagree on many lev- 
els, or who might simply irritate us. 
Solidarity means strengthening our 
practice of direct democracy, our 
openness and communication with 
each other, our willingness to bring 
everyone to the table and give every- 
one affected by a decision a voice in 
making it. It means putting aside our 
usual internal politicking and treat- 
ing each other with openness and 
trust. This is not simple to do. But in 
a moment when the ordinary pat- 
terns of life around us have been 
shattered, shifting our own patterns 
of behavior may actually be easier. 
Perspectives change, and the issues 
that last week seemed so important 
may now seem trivial. 

We have to ask ourselves, what 
makes the most sense? What is most 
visionary? I'd like to see whatever we 
do involve some kind of process of 
mutual discussion and education 
around our visions of alternatives. 
And I'd like to see us take that vision 
outside of our groups and to bring in 
voices from the community to teach 
us about their issues and concerns. 
That could be a teach-in, or maybe a 
learn-in, where we go out into the 
community and ask people how is- 
sues of power and inequality affect 
their lives, or what their visions are of 
the world they want. 

continued on page 40 
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Are You a Patriot or a Terrorist? 

I Intensifying Domestic Repression 



BY WARCRY 

The "Death Star" is fully operational. 

It's been more than a month since 
the September 1 1 (9/1 1) attacks. When 
the wind blows your way in lower 
Manhattan you can still smell the pu- 
trid mix of concrete dust and corpses. 
As the rubble continues to smoke at 
ground zero, US bombs have started 
dropping on Afghanistan. 

Civilian casualties in Afghanistan 
are estimated by international sources 
to range between several dozen to 
upward of 200. With a press blackout 
imposed by the Bush administration, 
accurate information is difficult to 
access. Americans may not have to 
live with a rain of cluster bombs in a 
relentless, round the clock bombing 
campaign but what Americans will 
have to live with is the rapid intensifi- 
cation of our own police state. Al- 
though Osama bin Laden has been 
portrayed as the terrorist poster boy of 
the century, the question we need to 
ask isn't simply who did this, but rather 
who benefits from these attacks? 

As traumatized people and a shocked 
nation attempt to comprehend and 
recover from the terrorist attacks of 
9/11, in New York and Washington, 
DC — the Bush administration shows 
no sign of hesitation or doubt as it 
takes full political advantage of these 
stunning developments to ram its 
agenda through Congress. 

Provide Appropriate Tools 
Required to Intercept and 
Obstruct Terrorism (PATRIOT) 
a.k.a. The Anti-Terrorism Act 
of 2001 

This proposed legislation is consis- 
tent with the decades-long pattern of 
militarizing domestic policing and 
crushing internal unrest. 

The libertarian CATO Institute 
harshly criticized the Anti-Terrorist 
Act, saying, "Everything that terror- 
ists do is already illegal. Current laws 
already provide ample authority for 
investigations of potential terrorists. 
The sensational threat of terrorism 
should not be used as a pretext for 


stripping fundamental freedoms 
from the American people. Public 
safety in the long run is best pro- 
tected by vigorous enforcement of 
the Constitution, not by giving more 
power to federal agencies that abuse 
the powers they already have." 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) criticizes provisions of the bill 
that should be carefully reviewed for 
"their due process and privacy implica- 
tions" including proposals to eliminate 
the statute of limitations in terrorism 
offenses as well as increasing all terrorism 
penalties to possible life sentences. The 
bill also seeks to expand Racketeer Influ- 
enced and Corrupt Organization (RICO), 
which worries the ACLU. The RICO stat- 
ute is broad and creates First Amend- 
ment concerns by prosecuting people on 
the basis of guilt by association. 

Press Blackout 

As usual, the media is playing the 
role of cheerleader for state propa- 
ganda. Bush himself has introduced an 
information blackout on upcoming 
military operations. On September 27, 
Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting 
(FAIR) issued an alert "Nightly News 
Glosses Over Anti-Terrorism Act." The 
report states that "despite the magni- 
tude of the changes the bill proposes, 
a search of the Nexis database of news 
transcripts shows that neither CBS 
Evening News nor NBC Nightly News 
has aired a single report exploring the 
legislation's potential impact. ABC 
World News Tonight has aired one report, 
going so far as to state as fact the idea that 
security concerns will necessitate a loss 
of civil liberties. Introducing a related 
report about the newly established Of- 
fice of Homeland Security, anchor Tom 
Brokaw said that the office's name 
"sounds like something out of a totali- 
tarian regime," but nonetheless "the 
attacks proved that something in 
America has to change." NBC’s Andrea 
Mitchell went on to report that "no one 
really knows how much authority the 
new security czar will really have” — 
suggesting that to stay safe, Americans 
must surrender liberties without even 
pausing to ask which ones." 
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Threats to Direct 
Action Movements 

A statement made before the House 
Judiciary Committee by Rachel King, 
legislative counsel to the ACLU on the 
Anti-terrorism Act of 2001, identifies "sig- 
nificant civil liberties problems. It is our 
strong belief that other provisions go far 
beyond addressing the events of 9/11." 

Of great concern to direct action 
movements is that "the definition of 
terrorism under current law is al- 
ready broad enough to include cer- 
tain acts of civil disobedience. This 
bill would expand the already broad 
definition. For example, people in- 
volved in the demonstrations at the 
World Bank or protesting the bomb- 
ing missions near Vieques Island, 
may fall within the definition of ter- 
rorism," according to King. 

King offered the following hypotheti- 
cal situation — that a college student 
could be charged under the federal ter- 
rorism statute for damaging a federal 
building during a demonstration by 
breaking a window. The government 
would be authorized to obtain a sample 
of the person's DNA, eliminate the stat- 
ute of limitations, release secret grand 
jury evidence to military, intelligence or 
immigration authorities, use RICO to 
investigate anyone who has ever at- 
tended a meeting with the defendant, 
or sentence the person to life in prison. 

PATRIOT descriptions of terrorism 
include minor property destruction, 
with a protester receiving a sentence 
of life in prison. Eric Sterling, presi- 
dent of the Criminal Justice Policy 
Foundation, says, "Even kids carrying 
Boy Scout knives who vandalize traf- 
fic signs can be labeled terrorists." 
Any use or threat to use a weapon 
against person or property " other than 
for mere personal monetary gain" 
would constitute terrorism. 

As proposed, PATRIOT would allow 
prosecution of people who "support" 
the activities of "terrorist organiza- 
tions, " even if those organizations were 
not considered "terrorist" when the 
support was given. For example, a 
legal alien could be deported today for 
having lawfully contributed in the past 
to an organization such as the African 
National Congress, which used both 
military and nonviolent tactics. That 
means a financial donation to your 
favorite campaign could be considered 
"support" for terrorists. 


Roving Wiretaps and 
Electronic Surveillance 

Law enforcement officials would be 
able to track the addresses of email mes- 
sages sent and received by "suspected 
terrorists" without a search warrant, as 
they can now obtain telephone num- 
bers called by suspects. The Anti-Terror- 
ism Act would also make it easier for the 
government to seize educational records. 

Officials would be able to obtain a 
court order to wiretap the telephone of 
a specific suspect rather than just a 
specific telephone, eliminating the need 
to get new wiretap authority each time 
a "suspect" changes telephones, pay 
phones, friends' houses, etc. Attorney 
General John Ashcroft wants Congress 
to let police use wiretaps more freely, 
arrest and deport people without war- 
rants or hearings. Allowing the seizure 
of email and voicemail would encour- 
age greater cooperation between the 
CIA and FBI, possibly leading to CIA 
operations inside the US, which is cur- 
rently barred under US law. 

Secret Searches 

Other provisions that worry the ACLU 
include "Sneak and Peak" searches. This 
means that the government could en- 
ter your house or office with a search 
warrant when you are away, conduct a 
search, seize or copy things such as 
your computer hard drive and not tell 
you until months later. According to 
King, ACLU is, "The Administration is 
not seeking this power for the limited 
purpose of investigating serious crimes 
of terrorism, but is asking to expand it 
to every single search warrant for any 
criminal case." 

Expanding the DNA Database 

Speaking of unreasonable searches 
and seizures, the federal government 
will be able to raid your body for 
"evidence" as well. The ACLU points 
out that "there are no provisions for 
destroying DNA samples once they 


are no longer needed, which means 
that the government will have access 
to highly personal information that is 
unrelated to criminal investigations." 

Once again, King stresses, "The above- 
listed provisions are not necessary to 
prosecute serious cases of terrorism be- 
cause the law already covers those cases. 
Where these provisions will be applied 
is in the less serious cases that are pros- 
ecuted under the terrorism statute." 

Grand Juries 

"Under current law, information 
obtained during a grand jury is secret 
and only disclosed in limited cir- 
cumstances to attorneys and law en- 
forcement officers working on the 
case," said King, adding that "our 
country has long prohibited the mili- 
tary from investigating civilian crimi- 
nal cases.” Sharing information from 
criminal cases with intelligence, mili- 
tary and immigration authorities 
blurs the functions of the various 
organizations and risks violating the 
constitutional principle of keeping 
the military out of civilian law en- 
forcement. Many persons investigated 
by the grand jury are not indicted. 
Keeping the proceedings secret safe- 
guards reputations from being dam- 
aged by unfounded accusations. 

Conspiracy Laws 

According to King, another alarming 
section of PATRIOT "would make the 
crime of attempted terrorism or con- 
spiracy to commit terrorism punishable 
to the same degree as the underlying 
offense of terrorism. One could also 
interpret this provision as a back-door 
attempt to expand the death penalty." 
King continued, "Another reading of 
this provision would require anyone 
convicted of attempt or conspiracy to 
be punished as if he or she had com- 
pleted the offense. This expansion 
could create some very unjust results. 

continued on page 43 
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A Look at Environmental Issues 

During Wartime 


by James Bell 

"We're the most bombed nation on Earth," proclaimed 
Chief Raymond Yowell of the Western Shoshone National 
Council at a 1997 protest against nuclear testing in Ne- 
vada. In terms of environmental damage from America's 
historic war efforts, the US has at times suffered worse than 
many of our enemies. Two nuclear bombs fell on Japan, 
but more than 900 have been detonated in Nevada — the 
homeland of the Western Shoshone. Wartime takes its toll 
directly on many human lives, but it also indirectly im- 
pacts millions more as the effects of wartime exercises, 
research and combat ripple through the environment and 
our communities. Only in the last century has the world 
begun to understand the environmental impacts of war. 

I lived with the Western Shoshone for four years and saw 
how nuclear research has impacted not just them, but scores 
of Nevada's "downwinders." Western Shoshone elder Car- 
rie Dann recounted a tale of the Shoshone families who 
were never informed of the 
nuclear experiments in their 
backyard. They witnessed 
the first mushroom cloud 
on the horizon and hid in 
ditches along the road 
thinking the world was end- 
ing. Considering the num- 
ber of Shoshone and others 
who contracted cancer and 
ultimately died, the thought 
has come frighteningly 
true for many. 

I spent much of my 
1970s childhood in the 
forests of Palos Park just 
south of Chicago. Red Gate 
Woods was a place to pic- 
nic and explore. Little did 
I know that years earlier it 
was the secret birthplace 
of the atomic bomb. Red 
Gate Woods was a legally 
protected - area for preser- 
vation purposes under the 
Illinois Forest Preserve Dis- 
trict Act of 1913. This stat- 
ute of the Forest Preserve 
District strictly forbade 
transfer of the land for any 
other use — unless of course 
the US needed a place to 
secretly research the effects 
of radiation on animals 
while building an atomic 
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bomb. Wartime priorities were used for appropriation of 
wildlands for war-related research and experiments, as 
well as an excuse to open national forests for intensive 
commodity extraction. 

If you hike in Red Gate Woods today, all that remains 
from this period are a couple of large stone markers. This 
is where the world's first two nuclear reactors, built by 
physicist Enrico Fermi in 1942 and 1943, are buried. In 
compliance with the "friendly condemnation procedures 
of the Department of War," the Cook County's Argonne 
Forest Commission agreed to lease the forest preserves to 
the federal government for the duration of war pursuits. 
The Chicago Pile-1 nuclear reactor birthed the first con- 
trolled chain reaction under the bleachers of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago's Stagg Field. It later was moved and buried 
next to the second reactor, Chicago Pile-2, that was devel- 
oped solely in Red Gate Woods. Plot M is nearby and 
identified by a large "tombstone" — it is believed to be the 
Earth's first nuclear waste dump. 

The Chicago wilderness 
and Nevada's Great Basin 
are only a few of war's 
environmental casualties. 
When World War II began, 
the Department of War in- 
tensified its research into 
chemical warfare and de- 
cided against conducting 
tests in populated areas. 
Utah's Dugway Proving 
Ground was born. I hiked 
near this isolated place only 
a few years ago. The high 
winds and sand dunes stand 
in stark contrast to Salt Lake 
City some 85 miles to the 
northeast. I tried to block 
out of my mind the experi- 
ments that took place here 
and instead focused on the 
beautiful ghostly environ- 
ment. Dugway was where 
biological warfare research 
on animals took place, 
where flame-throwers and 
other implements of war 
were developed. While Nazi 
Germany carried out its 
holocaust, wartime in the 
US brought a holocaust to 
the wild. 

Dugway continued op- 
erations through the Ko- 
rean and Vietnam wars. 



Radioactive waste burial sites from the government's Manhattan Project 



In March 1968, 6,400 sheep were killed just outside 
Dugway in Skull Valley, their deaths linked to a deadly 
nerve agent called VX. The incident caused international 
uproar and coincided with the birth of the modern 
environmental movement. Still, Dugway survived and in 
the 1990s was modernized out of concern to stay abreast 
of toxic agents being developed in Iraq, Southeast Asia 
and Afghanistan. 

Chemical warfare 
experiments have 
been carried out on 
many of our wild- 
lands. Places with 
low human popu- 
lations, like Utah, 

Nevada and Alaska, 
have been hit hard- 
est. Nerve and mus- 
tard gas rockets, as 
well as germ and 
gas-laden artillery, 
were literally forgot- 
ten for years — with 
some "stored" on 
top of a frozen lake 
in Alaska. President 
Eisenhower under- 
stood the contradic- 
tions of war when 
he proclaimed in 
1958, "The problem 
with defense is how far you can go without destroying from 
within what you are trying to protect from without." 

War research and experiments continue to exact a toll 
on the planet's environment. Actual warfare remains 
the most visible form of environmental destruction. The 
aerial bombing of Yugoslavia by NATO created signifi- 
cant environmental damage, including the destruction 
of a chemical factory in Pancevo. For the first time, the 
environmental damage caused by war received an un- 
precedented level of international attention. Similarly, 
when Iraq set fire to Kuwait's oil fields at the end of the 
Persian Gulf War, the environmental damage was dis- 
cussed worldwide. 

The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and its aftermath resulted in 
the adoption of a resolution in 1992 by the United Nations 
General Assembly on "the protection of the environment 
in time of conflict. " The resolution stated that "destruction 
of the environment not justified by military necessity and 
carried out wantonly is clearly contrary to international 
law." Then in 1993 and 1994 the International Committee 
of the Red Cross prepared guidelines for the protection of 
the environment during armed conflict that have since 
been included in military manuals. 


In the wake of the Gulf War, 13 countries submitted 
environmental claims totaling $48 billion to the United 
Nations. The United Nations Security Council is now 
processing the claims with the help of leading environ- 
mental experts. The Iraqi government will have to pay the 
bill, but it is unclear whether they will be able to submit a 
counter claim against America's unprecedented carpet- 
bombing of their 
country. This is the 
first time an inter- 
national entity was 
ever charged with 
the assessment and 
valuation of envi- 
ronmental damage 
from war. 

The greatest en- 
vironmental threat 
that current con- 
flicts pose will be 
how they acceler- 
ate development of 
new technology 
■§. without regard to 
I precautions like 
f extensive safety 
| testing. Many tech- 
| nologies currently 
under develop- 
ment like biotech 
vaccinations, 
nanotech weapons and robotic warriors could see deploy- 
ment ahead of any considerations for their lasting impact 
on the planet. The world could repeat the mistakes it made 
in the past with nuclear proliferation — only this time the 
unprecedented power of advanced self-replicating tech- 
nologies could cause even wider destruction. 

The sentiment in the US today is directed more at 
retribution and less on caution. The terrorist attacks of 
September 11 have sparked outrage, but also a national 
reflection on why the US is so disliked in the world. One 
should remember that today's movements for social and 
environmental justice are global. 

While the current political climate may make it difficult 
for activists in the US to be critical of the Bush 
administration's environmental policies, other countries 
are not so hampered. 

The times ahead present many challenges, but they 
also offer opportunities to work internationally on these 
and other issues. The world may, for the first time in 
history, see the rise of a popular global peace, environ- 
mental and social justice movement that spans issues, 
cultures and borders. If good can come from war, then 
this will be it. 



World's first nuclear waste dump "Plot M, " Red Gate Woods, Palos Park, Illinois 


When things go wrong; we seldom put the bin mg, in the right place, we just find a convenient scapegoat. We just like to kill 
things when we are frustrated over problems that seem to begetting out of control. Why do we stick so stubbornly to the mistaken 
faith that there is no problem we create that we cannot solve in a painless way — a way that involves plenty of power and no 
sacrifice ? This dreadful misconception is at the heart of all the troubles that now afflict our civilization, including our self- 
destructive relationship to the rest of nature, our self-destructive technology and our self-destructive economic system. 

— David Ehren.riku) speaking on thr plight or endangered song biros at a US military hash in Trxas 
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America’s Greens Rally to Flag 


by Alexander Cockburn 
and Jeffrey St. Clair 

Hot to present themselves as 
staunch flag-waggers, some of 
America's premier environmental or- 
ganizations have disgracefully 
ditched their principles. 

The Sierra Club, America's oldest green 
group, has abruptly turned off its cam- 
paign against the anti-environmental 
program of the Bush administration. 

"In response to the attacks on 
America," an internal 
memo goes, "we are 
shifting our communi- 
cations strategy for the 
immediate future. 

We have taken all of 
our ads off of the air; 
halted our phone 
banks; removed any 
material from the web 
that people could per- 
ceive as anti-Bush, and 
we are taking steps to 
prevent the Sierra 
Club from being per- 
ceived as controversial 
during this crisis. For 
now we are going to 
stop aggressively push- 
ing our agenda and will 
cease bashing Presi- 
dent Bush." 

The memo then in- 
structs club staffers on 
how to respond to the 
press: "If you are asked 
about what this terror- 
ism does to the Sierra 
Club's agenda, please 
respond simply by say- 
ing that right now the 
public needs to focus 
on comforting each 
other and strengthening our 
national security to deal with the cri- 
sis at hand." 

Imagine if this craven posture spreads 
across the public interest movement. 
We could expect First Amendment de- 
fenders to say that they were abandon- 
ing efforts to protect the Bill of Rights. 
We could expect groups defending im- 
migrants to say that henceforth the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
should be given free rein. Fortunately, 
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First Amendment defenders and defend- 
ers of immigrants have stronger spines 
and principles than the 
supposed defenders of the environment 
at the Sierra Club. Are we now to expect 
the Sierra Club to endorse drilling in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as nec- 
essary "for national security?" 

The Berkeley-based International 
Rivers Network (IRN), which has been 
the main bulwark against the Three 
Gorges dam in China, announced that 
it was suspending its planned nation- 


wide protest against Morgan 
Stanley, one of the dam's principle 
financiers. Morgan Stanley had 50 
floors of offices in the World Trade 
Center. IRN also announced that "out 
of respect for the victims of this disas- 
ter, with understanding of the strategic 
difficulties in conveying to a shocked 
media and public our messages regard- 
ing the World Bank and IMF, with 
concern for the integrity of security 
systems in Washington, DC, and for 


the safety of all, we will refrain from 
participating in activities surrounding 
the planned World Bank/IMF meet- 
ings. We are also sharing our 
concerns with the leading organiza- 
tions responsible for planning 
and coordinating these activities." 

The Ruckus Society, the direct ac- 
tion training group involved in 
many demonstrations against the 
World Trade Organization announced 
that it was canceling its training camp, 
to be held in Middleburgh, Virginia — 
scheduled as prepara- 
tion for the next World 
Bank meeting. This 
camp was to be cospon- 
sored by the Institute 
for Policy Studies, Jobs 
with Justice and Global 
Exchange. All of these 
organizations backed 
out, saying that now is 
not the time for such 
activity. 

The Rainforest Action 
Network, based in San 
Francisco, called for the 
cancellation of the pro- 
test and said that in the 
event it were to 
go forward it would not 
participate. 

Let's get this straight. 
If all resisters to Bush's 
political program were 
to follow this shame- 
» ful exhibition by these 
I green groups, we 
J would see peace groups 
^declining to protest 
3 against nuclear attacks 
gon Iraq and armed 
invasion of Afghani- 
stan. We would see civil 
rights activists sitting 
on their hands as racial and religious 
profiling is used to persecute people 
of Middle Eastern descent. Defend- 
ers of Palestinian rights would say 
that for the time being they wouldn't 
protest the use of US 
Apache helicopters against civilians in 
West Bank towns and villages. 
What nonsense! Principles are never 
more important than when it 
is inconvenient or dangerous to stand 
up for them. 




and Run for Cover 


Big Oil's Kamikaze 

Representative Don Young, the wild 
man from Alaska, was one of the few 
members of Congress who didn’t com- 
pletely buy into the notion of Osama 
bin Laden as the mastermind of the 
attacks on the World Trade complex 
and the Pentagon. There's some possi- 
bility, Young told the Alaska Daily 
News, that the attacks are linked to the 
protests against the World 
Trade Organization. "If you watched 
what happened (at past protests) 
in Genoa, Italy and even in Seattle, 


there's some expertise in that field," 
Young said. "I'm not sure they're that 
dedicated, but ecoterrorists — which 
are really based in Seattle — there's a 
strong possibility that could be one of 
the groups." 

Young doesn't believe any of this. 
But he smells weakness in 
the environmental movement and, 
like the old fur trapper that he is, he 
is poised to exploit it. Young is not 
beneath using the carnage of 
the World Trade Center as a launch- 
ing ground for his own agenda: 
oil drilling in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, logging in the 
Tongass rainforest, passing laws 
against environmental protest and 
construction of new missile bases in 
the Alaska tundra and on the Aleu- 
tian Islands. 

Chemical War in Manhattan 

As environmentalists are putting 
themselves into a state of suspended 
animation, the citizens of Manhat- 
tan and the thousands of volunteer 


rescue workers mulling through the 
rubble at the World Trade Center 
complex may well be in the whirl- 
wind of a toxic event, which 
has received little media attention 
and almost no precautionary aid 
from the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency. 

Early reports from the Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency described the 
destruction of the World Trade com- 
plex "an environmental catastrophe. " 
The air of Manhattan is clotted with 
asbestos, dioxin and other 
poisons. Yet, res- 
cue workers find 
themselves with 
little more than 
surgical masks 
between their 
lungs and the 
poisons emanat- 
ing from the 
smoldering ruins. 

For years, the 
Pentagon and 
other terror pun- 
dits had been 
warning of the 
vulnerability of 
American cities 
to attack by biological and chemical 
weapons, the so-called asymmetrical 
warfare. These apocalyptic scenarios 
held that terrorist groups would un- 
leash anthrax or sarin gas attacks in 
subways, water supplies or mega-of- 
fice buildings, such as the World 
Trade towers. It turns out that the 
attackers didn't need to pack any 
chemicals, the buildings themselves 
proved to be quite toxic enough. The 
attackers used American planes as mis- 
siles and the buildings as chemical 
weapons. 

Built during the height of the as- 
bestos boom, the guts of the 
World Trade Center may have been 
one of the world's largest reposito- 
ries of the carcinogenic fiber, used 
as insulation in the giant towers. 

Underneath the rubble, thousands 
of tires continue to burn, 
sending plumes of pitch black smoke 
down the canyons of Manhattan. 
This smoke is contaminated with 
dioxins and assorted other poisons 
of the petrochemical age. 


Are we now to expect the Sierra 
Club to endorse drilling in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as 
necessary for national security?... 
Principles are never more important 
than when it is inconvenient or 
dangerous to stand up for them. 


6oN£-S 

1.1. 1 Subpoenaed l>> 

Congressional ( Committee 

Colorado Representative Scott 

Mclnnis announced October 3 that 
he will hold a bearing next February 
to probe the threat ot eco-terrorisra 
and hear testimony from the sub- 
pi >enaed C raig R< isebraugh . Thehear- 
ing will lake place in the House Ue- 
sourc es Subcommittee on Forests and 
Forest Health. 

"in probing the threat of terror- 
ism, it only stands to reason that 
Congress should probe the threat of 
eco-terrortsm as well," Mclnnis said. 
"It is crucial that we hear the voice 
of someone who has the most inti- 
mate understanding and deepest 
sympathy fot the work of these un- 
derground eco-terrorist organiza- 
tions like ELF." 

In September the House Resources 
Committee agreed to issue a subpoena 
to ELF spokesman i raig Rosebtaugh, 
who had rejected an invitation in July 
asking him to testify. Rosebraugh said 
he had no desire to cooperate "with 
the same sl.iK liijt is Jin-t ilv respon- 
sible tor the ongoing murder and ex- 
ploitation oflife l)oth within this coun- 
try and internationally." 

“1 lus is the appropriate time and 
venue for this hearing because, in 
many instances , the national forests 
have been ground zero for eco-ter- 
rorist groups," Mclnnis said. "Ter- 
rorist attacks have had a dramatic 
impact on America... ELF’s attacks 
have had an appreciable impact on 
the decision making climate sur- 
rounding the management of ihe 
National Forests." 

Earth Liberation Front 

Press Officers Resign 

Craig Rosebraugh and Leslie 
James Pickering stepped down from 
their duties as press officers for the 
North American Earth Liberation 
Front tin September S. The two 
stated that it the Earth Liberation 
I'rout is to be a viable movement, 
public concentrations of support 
must not be centered on one or 
two people. The independent 
w e b s i t e w w vv.earthliberation 
front.com will continue to report 
on ELF actions worldwide. 
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Anti-Columbus Day 
Protest Disrupted by 
Police Violence 

Indictment Served to University 
to Stop Mt. Graham Desecration 

by Roger Featherstone 

About four dozen defenders of the 
Earth meet on a school playground. 

They come in all shapes and sizes and 
most colors. We've heard "President" 

Bush's pleas for citizens to return to 
their normal routines and remain calm. 

Being the upstanding folks that we 
are, we readily comply with our 
"president's" wishes. 

It's Columbus Day and the anniver- 
sary of 509 years of terrorist activities 
against North America's First Nations 
and its other inhabitants 
(you know: the rocks, trees, 
waters and other living 
things). A plan is hatched, 
and we are ready. 

We are headed to the Uni- 
versity of Arizona (UA) cam- 
pus in Tucson to deliver a 
criminal indictment to UA 
personnel responsible for 
desecrating Mount Graham 
in a pitiful attempt to make 
money and feel important. 

The telescope project on 
Mount Graham is the 
epitome of what Columbus 
Day represents. The indict- 
ment charges UA and known 
perpetrators — Steward Ob- 
servatory Associate Director Buddy 
Powell, Peter Stritmatter, Michael 
Cusanovich, Father George Coyne, Fa- 
ther Charles Polzer and former UA em- 
ployee and all around bad guy Steve 
Emerine — with crimes against the 
Earth, the Apache, Yaqui and all indig- 
enous peoples. It orders them to "ad- 
here to all environmental, cultural and 
religious freedom laws previously vio- 
lated and to cease and desist all con- 
struction on Dzil nchaa si an and vacate 
all surrounding areas immediately." 
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Activists from several Native tribes, as well as non-native activists, pay a 
visit to the UA Mirror Lab. The flag reads, "Occupied States of America." 

am selected. This is a bit of a deviation 
from my original plan to join the fes- 
tivities, take a few photos and other- 
wise occupy the sidelines. However, 
it’s been a long time since I've been 
back in this saddle and as we begin our 
walk to the Mirror Lab, I'm starting to 
feel pumped about the whole affair. 

We get to the Mirror Lab and walk in 
the front door. None of our indictees 
are visible and as the inside door is 
open, some continue the 
search. Mirror Lab person- 
nel get excited and begin 
shoving folks back through 
the door. The scene is tense 
for a minute or two until the 
Mirror Lab folks calm down. 
Drums are beating, whistles 
are blowing, folks are chant- 
ing and everything seems 
cool. Then the UA police 
show up and ask us to leave. 
We comply. Not fast enough 
it seems as the UA police 
push us out the door. We 
regroup on the street as re- 
inforcements from the Tuc- 
son Police Department 
(TPD) show up. 

Buddy Powell arrives with a police 
escort, and I serve Buddy with the in- 
dictment and engage in a little polite 
banter. This wears thin quickly and 
after taking a rain check on his offer of 
sitting down to have a cup of coffee to 
discuss his concept of what real science 
is, I rejoin the rest of the group. 

The cops are getting restless and 
order us to leave the vicinity of the 
Mirror Lab. They tell us that we can go 
to the UA Mall and have our say in an 
area designated for free speech. Again, 


The plan is 
peaceful. We are 
to walk to the 
Steward Observatory Mirror Lab, where 
mirrors are being made for the Colum- 
bus telescope on Mount Graham, serve 
the indictment to at least one of the 
perpetrators, chant, sing, get our point 
across and then leave. No one plans to 
do anything to risk arrest. 

Some of the group decide to wear 
bandannas over their faces. If you know 
anything about the Mount Graham 
story, you know that UA does not 



Buddy Powell receives the indictment. 


conduct itself in the manner an insti- 
tution of higher learning is supposed 
to — unless universities are supposed 
to routinely commit the seven deadly 
sins, that is! We have the usual assort- 
ment of signs and banners, including 
some attached to poles donated from 
someone's garden. Standard fare, no 
big deal. 

The group looks for a volunteer who 
knows at least a little about the issue to 
serve the indictment. Since I don't 
duck quickly enough and fit the bill, I 
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have a right and a 
duty to express 
themselves freely 
by protesting and 
to be treated with 
respect and dig- 
nity while doing 
so, approaches 
me and a friend. 
"Would you like 
to stay or [would 
you rather] go?" 
he asks. "That de- 
pends," I answer, 
"what are you 
planning to do?” 
He doesn't an- 
Without warning, the cops start tackling people, swer. "Can we 

we comply. 

Halfway to our destination, we are 
suddenly surrounded by a large mob 
of UA and TPD officers. They begin to 
herd us into a corner and tell us we are 
being "detained for questioning." Sev- 
eral folks that were leaving the dem- 
onstration were pulled back across the 
street against their will (note that at 
this time no one has been told they are 
under arrest) and then manhandled to 
the ground and handcuffed. Those 
that are wearing 


bandannas are or- 
dered to remove 
them. Those that 
don't comply in- 
stantly have them 
ripped from their 
faces. All are 
stunned, and the 
mood quickly 
turns tense and 
ugly. 

Here's the scene 
now: A yellow po- 
lice ribbon ropes 
us off from free- 
dom. The people 
roughed up by the 
police lay on the 
ground in one corner of our corral with 
cops hanging heavy over them. The 
rest of us sit or stand in small groups 
trying to figure out what is going on. 
All we know is that the UA, as they've 
done in the past, has falsely accused us 
of assault, saying that several Mirror 
Lab employees were hurt, one bad 
enough to be taken to the hospital. 
Cops surround us and crowds of by- 
standers gather. 

A UA detective, schooled in the now- 
out-of-fashion notion that citizens 


All are charged with felony rioting. 
Some are also charged with aggravated 
assault and resisting arrest. They are 
arraigned and sent to jail for process- 
ing. It's six a.m. the next day before the 
last one is released. 

Then the media hits. "Authorities 
arrested 30 people on rioting charges 
after they stormed a University of 
Arizona building Friday and fought 
with officers who tried to subdue 
them," blares one newspaper article. 

continued on next page 


take another person over there with 
the video camera," we ask pointing to 
one of our photographers. "Sure," he 
says, and we step under the tape and 
leave the corral. 

A moment later even more cops show 
up, this time with paddy wagons and 
plastic handcuffs. It's now apparent 
that they intend to arrest everyone 
within the corral. We've been duped, 
and we didn't see it coming. Within 
the hour, 30 people have been arrested. 


Genetically Modified Com 
Blocks Human Conception 

Scientists at the San Diego bio- 
technology company Epicyte have 
created genetically modi tied (GM) 
contraceptive corn following their 
discovery of a rare class of human 
antibodies that attack sperm. 

"We have a hothouse filled with 
corn plants that make anti-sperm 
antibodies," said Epicyte President 
Mitch Hein. 

"We have also created com plants 
that make antibodies against the 
herpes virus, so we should be able 
to make a plant-based jelly that not 
only prevents pregnancy but also 
bloc ks t lie s] tread of sexual disease.” 

Contraceptive corn is based on 
researcli on the rare condition, im- 
mune infertility, in which a woman 
makes antibodies that attack sperm. 

Normally, biologists use bacte- 
ria to grow human proteins. How- 
ever, Epicyte decided to use corn 
because plants have cellular struc- 
tures thatare much more like those 
of humans, making them easier to 
manipulate. 

The company says it will not grow 
the corn near other crops. It plans 
to launch clinical trials of the corn 
in a few months. 

Anti-GM Activists Killed 

Ranchers allegedly arranged the 
murders of eight Brazilian peasant 
leaders this summer to silence them 
or to grab their small holdings in 
Amazonia, and 45 farmers are said 
to he on a new lutlist in a long- 
running dispute over their right to 
grow GM-free crops. 

About 800 organic farmers gath- 
ered in the city of Belem with mem- 
bers of the Landless Workers’ Move- 
ment to demand the killers be 
brought to justice. They say the 
ranchers' political clout and mili- 
tary bat king has led t>> 19deaths in 
their ranks, eight this year. 

The ranchers, with outside inves- 
tors, are putting pressure on the 
cash-strapped federal government 
to drop a long-standing ban on GM 
crops. At a citizens' court, M-Wim i 
voted unanimously before the 
planting season to uphold a ban on 
GM crops. 
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Columbus Day Police Violence Continued 


continued from previous page 

A quote from UA's police chief says, 
"They acted as a group and identi- 
fied themselves as part of a group by 
wearing similar brown masks. They 
forced their way into a 
building. They carried long 
sharpened sticks that could 
have caused serious injury. 

They assaulted university 
employees. When they 
were removed from one 
building, they began walk- 
ing through campus, still 
concealing their identities 
and still carrying the sharp- 
ened sticks." 

Remember the garden 
stakes and the bandannas? 

UA's mouthpiece said, "All 
of us are in such a height- 
ened state of sensitivity 
that certainly when you see 
a large number of people in 
masks moving through the 
campus environment it is discon- 
certing to say the least." 

Within a week, all charges against 
the arrestees were dropped. 


be told at the start of an action, no 
matter how benign, that the possibil- 
ity exists for arrests to happen. Legal 
and other support arrangements 
should be made now more than ever! 


Bandannas and Poles: UA used a real 
cheap shot, but we gave them the 
angle. Lesson: Poles and other props 


need to be as non-threatening as pos- 
sible while still allowing us to get the 
point across. Bandannas, I go both 
ways on that one. I understand the 
reason for wearing them, but right 
now might not be the best time. 

Why did they let the white boys 
go?: Dunno, but as I told someone 
from the media who asked 
me that question, "I guess 
UA didn't figure the pic- 
ture of a bunch of big 
white men on the ground 
in handcuffs was the im- 
age they wanted to get 
out." Am I glad they let us 
go? Mostly, but still there 
lingers the wish that I'd 
stayed... 

Roger Featherstone is with 
the Mount Graham Coali- 
tion and until recently di- 
rected GREEN, the 
Grassroots Environmental 
Effectiveness Network. He's 
worked to protect Mount 
Graham since his early EF! 
days many years ago. It's 
been a long time since he's written for 
the Journal, and he's damn proud to 
submit this article. 



This is a riot? 


So You’ve Gone and Gotten Yourself Arrested 
A Citizen s Guide to that First Time in Jail 


Thoughts and Lessons 

Timing: The UA and TPD say we had 
no right to protest in light of the 
September World Trade Center and 
Pentagon attacks. Yeah right! The 
Bushites are attempting to ram through 
Congress every wet dream the 
wingnuts on the far right have had 
from voodoo economics to defining 
actively defending our natural heri- 
tage as terrorism. While the terrorist 
attacks in September were horrible, 
similar acts of terrorism are being per- 
petrated every day against nature. Les- 
son: Be sensitive to the current mood, 
but don't let it get in the way of pro- 
tecting Mother Earth. Let's make sure 
life goes on. 

Charges: First time I've ever seen 
peaceful demonstrators attacked by 
police and then charged with rioting! 
However, it won't be the last. Crimi- 
nals and corporations will take every 
advantage of the current mood to 
destroy as much as they can and reap 
the profits. Lesson: No one is doing 
this because it's easy. Hang in there, 
keep your head down, don't be stupid 
and move forward. Everyone should 
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by Uncle Ramon 

"Hi. My name is Sherri. I killed my 
husband." 

With this greeting, Peggy Sue M 

, an artist-in-residence at 

University and Jennifer 

P , a schoolteacher from Iowa, 

were welcomed to their first of many 
jails in central Idaho. Since most such 
facilities in rural areas have separate 
(but equal) space for only four or five 
female occupants at any given time, 
they spend a good part of their six- 
month sentences for hugging trees 
being transferred from one jail to an- 
other. Thus, they became well versed 
on those issues that women every- 
where need to know when contem- 
plating doing time. There are three: 

A.Underwear. Some jails will let you 
keep your flowered cottons, but the 
Victoria's Secret stuff is a no-no. Oth- 
ers require that you wear their panties, 


ancient one-size-fits-all beauties with 
little or no snap in the elastic. T-shirts 
are issued in lieu of bras and jumpsuits 
cover everything, or are intended to. 
Usually the panties are two sizes too 
big and the jump suits two sizes too 
small. If you lower the straps to relieve 
the pressure on your crotch, a guard's 
voice, usually male, will blare through 
the loudspeaker in your cell. "Miz (your 
name); pull your straps up." After do- 
ing so, you should wait a few minutes 
before trying it again; he has other 
cells to scan on his video monitors 
doesn't he? Nevertheless, you and your 
cellmates are the only girls in town so 
don't expect much relief before again 
hearing, "Hey ( your name). I said pull 
those straps up!" 

This game can be played for hours. 

B. Going number one and number 
two. Also known in some circles as little 
potty and big potty. Using sheets and 
pillowcases stolen from the laundry 






crew, and with due attention to the 
video camera mounted high on the 
wall, a semi-private bathroom can be 
erected. That's the good news. The bad 
news is that excessive use of toilet pa- 
per is considered a monumental waste 
of taxpayer's money and many jails 
have weekly demonstrations in the 
proper way to wipe. The general rule of 
thumb seems to be two sheets for little 
potty and four for big potty. The good 
news is that this saves a few trees. By 
the way, those demonstrations are 
sometimes conducted by male guards, 
fully clothed, and opportunities to turn 
them red with embarrassment abound. 

C. Feminine hygiene. I don't know, 
and I don't want to know. 

For the most part, men face differ- 
ent problems, although the subject 
of toilet paper is a shared one. (The 
penalty for using too much is, you 
guessed it... they're slow to replace 
the roll.) Men in jail must deal with 
other men in jail, some of them with 
hangovers, some of them still drunk, 
many of them with bleeding wounds. 


Think of having a seat in 
the wrong section of a soc- 
cer match in Brazil with 
you wearing the wrong 
color shirt. 

Here are a few sugges- 
tions on how to cope: 

A. Don't offer to shake 
hands. Besides the six rea- 
sons you can think of, it's 
simply considered bad form. 

B. Don't sit until every- 
body else is seated. More 

jail fights than you 
care to know 
about start with 
the loud declara- 
tion: "Hey you! 
That's my seat!" 

C. When it's 
your turn you 
may read the news- 
paper. Just remember to 
always fold it neatly when 
you're done so the next 
guy can pretend he 
bought it at the donut 
shop, just as you did. 

D. Playing cards eases a 
lot of in-cell tension. Bet- 
ter still, perform card 
tricks. If pressed, always 
show them how it's done. 

E. You may call your 
lawyer (collect) from your cell phone 
(that's a cell, not cellular). It is prudent 
to have worked out some form of code 
ahead of time. For example, one should 
be able to drawl, casually, "Hi Harry; 
how ya doin'? Nah, I'm OK; this place 
ain't so bad. I'm lucky to be sharing a 
cell with a pretty nice bunch of guys." 
Your lawyer should interpret this to 
mean that you're terrified, and he 
should sell your first-born daughter 
into slavery to spring you. 

F. The subject of sex may come up. 
Try to change the subject. 

G. The subject of non-consensual 
sex may come up. See "F" above. 

Finally, dear reader, never forget that 
every one of the inmates you meet is 
innocent. I don't mean innocent be- 
fore the law, I mean 100 percent inno- 
cent period. Even Sherri, the self-con- 
fessed husband-killer. After all, her 
husband started that argument, didn't 
he? Therefore, an appropriate response 
to an opening line like hers would be 
to say what our schoolteacher from 
Iowa said: "You killed your husband? 
Really? Way cool." 


&ON&-S 

Transgenic Corn Found 

Growing in Mexico 

Genetically modified (GM) com was 
found growing in Mexico in Septem- 
ber. raising sensitive environmental 
and cultural issues in the part of die 
world where the crop was first culti- 
vated (. enturies ago. 

GM corn is widely sold for con- 
sumption in Mexico, where more 
than five million tons of corn are 
imported annually from the US. But 
none of the corn is grown commer- 
cially there following a 1998 govern- 
ment moratorium. 

The disclosure of scattered plots 
ot GM corn in the states of Oaxaca 
and Puebla was made by a govern- 
ment official. 

Oaxaca, a rural southern state where 
maize is revered by indigenous people, 
is tlie global center of corn diversity, 
and the place of origin of strains grown 
commercially ar ound the world. Envi- 
ronmentalists claim that the arrival ot 
GM strains there could disrupt the 
gi nome > >i naturally brec mi u. 

Company to Explore for Oil 
Near ( anyonlands 

Environmental activists have 
vowed to fight a Bureau ot Land 
Management (BLM.l-approved plan 
by Denver-based Veritas DCG Land 
for seismic testing near Utah’s 
Canyonlands National Park. 

The proposed oil-exploration in- 
volves pounding the ground and re- 
cording seismic waves to create a three- 
dimensional map ot the underlying 
geographic structure. The process will 
utilize four "vibroseis" trucks driven 
along "source lines which will lower 
vibrator pads to the ground at prede- 
termined points and vibrate in unison 
fot several minutes. 

Geophone ret elvers laid out along a 
grid perpendicular to the source lines 
will record the seismic waves as they 
pass through the different layers of 
rock. It s estimated that there will be 
1 09 miles of geophone receivers plac ed 
on the ground and approximately 1 5 1 
miles of source lines driven. 

The Big Flat oil and gas field, discov- 
ered in 1957. is believed to contain 
several million barrels of oil. Currently, 
five producing wells operate there. 
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Free Speaks From Prison 
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by Georgette and Turtle 

The world is dying and all most people do is kickback and 
watch, but for some this is not true. There is the ELF, ALF, EZLN, 
Blank Panthers, MOVE and of course Earth Firstlers who have 
decided to fight for justice, respect and protection of the natural 
and human world. 

Jeff "Free" Luers is one individual who put his freedom on the 
line. This summer, Free was sentenced to 22 years and eight 
months in prison for taking part in an action at a SUV dealership 
in Eugene, Oregon. Learn what happened and a bit about why. 

EF!J: How did you get involved in 
environmental activism? 

Free: Originally, I was radicalized 
by anti-authoritarian, anarchist 
beliefs, as well as animal rights. I 
got involved in environmentalism 
first in 1997, I was working for 
CalPIRG and canvassing for the 
Sierra Club. I was exposed to a lot of 
information I hadn't known before. 

It was then I started to prioritize the 
environmental cause. 

EF!J: What motivated you to 
participate in direct action and 
eventually adopt arson as a tactic? 

Free: Actually, I've been involved 
in direct action since I was 15. 

That was when I broke my first cop 
car window with a slingshot. I 
think I've always known that 
power cedes nothing without 
demand. That the only way to 
bring change is to fight for it. 

As for using fire: It was 
appropriate for the situation and 
for the goal we wanted to achieve. 

EF!J: To the critics and nay-sayers, those who think arson 
causes more harm than good, what would you say regarding the 
use of arson as an effective means of sabotage? 

Free: I don't think anything I can say will change minds. 
I think many critics see using fire as morally wrong. But 
what I take into consideration on the issue is whether there 
are other alternatives? Are they effective? When the an- 
swer is no, then you have to up the ante. The use of fire does 
two things. 1. It destroys the target — which not only stops 
whatever destructive practice it was engaged in, it also 
causes severe economic damage to those responsible. 2. It 


MWV -s 



receives the most media attention. And regardless of how 
you look at that, the one thing you have to acknowledge is 
nothing has shown to be more effective drawing attention 
to an issue. 

EF!J: Why was Romania Chevrolet the target on June 1 6, 2000? 

Free: Romania was an easy target to strike. It also had the 
type of vehicles we were looking for — large trucks. And it 
conveniently happened to be a large dealership with 
several different locations. 

EF!J: How did you get caught? 

Free: We were tailed by three different unmarked vehicles. 
We made several turns and drove all around the city trying 
to pick out a tail. The cops kept 
switching off, so one car was never 
behind us long. I must say though, 
we both had this weird feeling so 
my advice is always trust your in- 
stincts. Cuz, as I have learned, just 
because you're paranoid doesn't 
mean they are not behind you. 

EF!J: Is there anything you would 
have done differently? 

Free: I've thought a lot about this. 
I'm sure that I could change some 
things and not have gotten caught. 
But really I think getting caught and 
getting 22 plus years has done a lot 
of good. I know that sounds ironic, 
but the mainstream media has 
been all over it and surprisingly 
a sympathetic. I've been given a forum 
| to help radicalize people, to bring 
the dire situation our planet and we 
I are in to the attention of those who 
s would normally ignore it. I wouldn't 
S' have this opportunity had things 
worked out differently. 

„ EF!J: Days before your trial was to 

begin, a second arson took place at Romania Chevrolet 
destroying more than 30 SUVs. Some have criticized the 
strategic timing of the action and the impact it could have 
had on your sentencing. What are your thoughts? 

Free: Actually, I just wrote my critique on that action. I 
think that without a doubt it added to my sentence. And 
I think that some things could have been done different. At 
the same time, I was able to use it in my defense seeing as 
how it was 10 times more extreme. 

All in all, I have my issues with the action, but I am 

continued on page 47 
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Toward Tveedow 


Harper Subpoenaed Again 

On August 26, independent 
media producer Josh Harper was 
subpoenaed to appear before a 
Somerset, New Jersey grand jury 
which had convened to investigate 
the liberation of 14 beagle puppies 
from the Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS) laboratory in East Millstone, 
New Jersey. Prosecutors wanted his 
video This Means War, which they 
say contains images of the action. 

According to Harper, "I was put 
into a room with at ieasl a dozen 
guards. 1 had a brief argument with 
the assistant prosecutor and. was 
told that they were going to have a 
contempt hearing. I was sure that 1 
was going to jail, so l asked if I could 
use a bathroom real quick. 1 stepped 
out of the room expecting to be 
taken before a judge for refusing to 
hand over the video or answer 
questions and was instead told that 
I was to be set free." 

This is the second grand jury 
subpoena that Harper has received. 
The first asked him to give testimony 
about six actions in the Pacific 
Northwest by the underground 
Animal Liberation Front and Earth 
Liberation Front. He refused to give 
his interrogators any infonnation. 


During the course of the trial several 
prosecution witnesses proved beneficial 
to me. The security guard at Romania 
(the "victim") testified that he was 
never in any danger, nor did he fear 
for his safety. In the recording of the 
911 tape, the operator asks if it is safe 
for him to go check on the fire. He says 
yes and does. 

One of the firefighters testified that 
the fire was eventually extinguished 
with the equivalent of a dry-chem fire 
extinguisher. The ATF agent called to 
the stand stated that there were no 
injuries and that the fire did not ex- 
tend beyond the vehicles. 

I had more potential witnesses, but 
all of them were considered suspects — 
the strategy used by the prosecution 
to keep a few very beneficial witnesses 
off the stand. 

The judge had his verdict in less 
than an hour. I stood before him as he 
considered me an unfeeling uncaring 
human being with no regard for life. I 
was found guilty of 1 1 of the 1 3 charges, 
the conspiracy charges being dropped 
for lack of efidence. 


by Free 

The time is 12:30 a.m. Me and Critter 
pass a cigarette back and forth while 
discussing the details. There is a sense 
of nervousness. My intuition is telling 
me something, and I say a silent prayer 
to any spirit guides. 

We're on our way to the target, be- 
ing extra cautious. There always seems 
to be a car behind us, but never the 
same one. We reach our drop-off point. 
No sign of anyone. 

We make our way on foot — just two 
college kids out for a night walk. The 
target is a truck dealership selling 
commercial light trucks. The goal is to 
place two incendiaries under two of 
them. Nothing big, just a small fire to 
draw some attention to the dangerous 
plight of global warming and pollution. 

Down under the truck, my heart is 
pounding. Wow! I'm really doing this. 
Why? Then I remember being a kid 
growing up in Los Angeles, having to 
stay inside some days because the smog 
was too bad to go outside. I was six 
fucking years old, and I couldn't play 
outside because the air was hazardous 
to my health. It has gotten worse since! 

I flick my bic. 

That was 15 months ago. I am now 
a prisoner at Oregon's only maximum 
security prison. The waiting and all 
the hearings that came before trial has 
been the most stressful time of my life. 

Originally, I was arrested on criminal 
mischief. When I got to my first trial, 
I had accumulated 10 charges. By the 
second trial I had 13, including Arson 
1 and Conspiracy to commit Arson 1 
with Persons Unknown. 

Trial was an uphill battle, the judge 
denying every one of my motions. But 
my attorney had hope. 

The theory behind my defense was 
that in the Tyree Oil case there were no 
witnesses, the fingerprint found on 
the "bomb” didn't match me and all 
the forensic evidence found at my 
warehouse was inconclusive. In the 
Romania case, we based our argument 
on the statutory language of Arson 1. 


700,000 Salmon I 


More than 700,000 farm-raised 
salmon m Maine have been 
destroyed this yearto stop thespread 
of a deadly virus. The disease, which 
has wreaked havoc on the Canadian 
and European salmon industries, 
was discovered in New Brunswick, 
Canada, salmon pens in 1997. Tire 
virus is harmless to humans but can 
cause internal bleeding in lish and 
destr< >\ their organs. Fanners expect 
to kill 130.000 more lish after new 
cases oi the disease, infectious 
salmon anemia, were found in 
( obsi cmklkn . Offic ials quarantined 
the area, banning aquaculture boats 
from enteringor leaving unless they 
are cleaned and certified. Salmon 
worth an estimated S 1 2 million have 
been destroyed in Maine, most of 
them made into iisli meal or buried 
m a landfill. 


Others hfofp Oreate 
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Logging Threatens Ohio’s State Forests 

Tre&Srf+e-rS Tifoe- AcM on! 


by Mary Reed 

Members of Hock-Hocking Earth First! and the Buckeye 
Forest Council blocked a timber sale on Ohio's Zaleski 
State Forest for eight days in September, the first action 
of its kind in the state. 

The morning of August 31, loggers were surprised to 
arrive at a "soft blockade" of nearly 20 people blocking 
the road that accesses the 292-acre timber sale, which is 
about three times larger than the average state forest 
timber sale. Diyision of Forestry law enforcement and 
Ohio State Highway Patrol agents arrived and 
scattered the soft blockade. The logging trucks 
continued down the road a few feet, only to be 
met by a ditch and a hanging basket suspended 
from a traverse line and held in place by a log 
lashed across the road. It was impossible for the 
trucks to continue without harming the activ- 
ist suspended in the basket. 

Susan Heitker, State Forest Coordinator for the 
Athens-based Buckeye 
Forest Council, was in 
the basket while two 
other activists, Mr. B and 
Dirtboy, were sitting in 
tree platforms on either 
side of the traverse line. 

"We took to the trees 
because we've been try- 
ing for eight years to 
express our concerns 
with the timber sale 
program to no avail," 
said Heitker, "The Di- 
vision of Forestry was 
giving us lip service." 

The Ohio Division of 
Forestry has no public input period and does not require an 
Environmental Impact Statement, as the federal logging 
program does. Heitker addressed these concerns to the 
many well-wishers and reporters who stopped by during the 
eight day action: "The Division of Forestry has violated its 
own mandate to manage state forests for wildlife, recre- 
ation, timber harvesting and soil and water quality. They 
have neglected to follow their own department's Indiana 
bat strategy by not surveying for the bat and cutting during 
its summer roosting season. Also, their logging haul road 
crosses one of the two backpack trails in the state forest 
system. The Division of Forestry has shown a bias for timber 
harvesting. This is only one example." 

The Indiana bat is a federally endangered species and 
the Zaleski State Forest may be home to the bat as well as 
Ohio's endangered timber rattlesnake. 

Chris Crews, who provided ground support during the 


action explained his viewpoint as that of no compromise. 
"For me, a big part of it is everyone talks about public 
accountability. This is, unfortunately, a beautiful example 
of lack of public accountability. In this case, there is no 
legal way to deal with this, unless you can prove with your 
own resources that endangered species are present there. 
So you either shut up and let it go on or you go out there 
and stand on the frontlines." 

The interactions between the treesitters, support crew, 
loggers and Division of Forestry employees remained cour- 
teous during the action. On September 7, the treesit ended 

when the Division 
of Forestry and log- 
gers arrived ready to 
cut a new access road 
| to the sale, bypass- 
® ing the blockade. 

| "Three miles of 
1 road is bad enough, 
J-we couldn't stand 
^ to see additional 
| road cut through 
9 this state forest," 
| said Buckeye Forest 
Council Attorney 
Joe Hazelbaker. 

The amount of law enforcement present on the last day 
of the treesit exceeded any measures necessary to handle 
the situation. In response to a handful of nonviolent 
protesters, the Division of Forestry rallied agents from 
the FBI, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation, a SWAT 
team, Vinton County Sheriff’s Department and high- 
ranking Ohio State Highway Patrol officers. 

Since the activists came down, the Division of Forestry 
confiscated gear and cut down the two platform trees, 
charging the treesitters a $150 "stump fee" in a contract 
area where the penalty for damaging or cutting the 
wrong tree carries a $2 fine per tree. "Those trees are 
worth thousands of dollars, so to say that they incurred 
expenses in cutting them is absolutely ridiculous. The 
idea that they had to cut them and now they're charging 
us is absolutely ridiculous," maintained Hazelbaker. 

A number of environmental groups are currently work- 
ing with Ohio Senator Robert Hagan's office to draft and 
introduce legislation that would enact a temporary mora- 
torium on all Ohio state forest logging. 

Thanks to the EF! Direct Action Fund for supporting 
this action and getting it off the ground. 

For more information, contact the Buckeye Forest 
Council at 11315 Jackson Dr, The Plains, OH 45780; 
(740) 797-7200; www.buckeyeforestcouncil.org. 

Editors' Note: As the Journal goes to print, Susan Heitker was 
sentenced to 30 days, while Dirtboy received seven days in jail. 
Contact information is included on page 61. 



Hanging in Ohio's Zaleski State Forest 
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David “Gypsy" Chain 


by Almond 

On October 13, David "Gypsy" 
Chain's family settled a lawsuit out of 
court against Pacific Lumber (PL) days 
before the case was to go to trial. The 
civil lawsuit by Gypsy's parents, Cindy 
and David Allsbrooks, alleged that PL 
and its parent company, Houston- 
based Maxxam, were reckless and re- 
sponsible for Gypsy's murder. 

Gypsy was killed on September 17, 
1998, while protesting the cut-and-run 
logging of ancient redwood forests on 
PL property in Northern California. 
He was the first person that Maxxam 
succeeded in killing. 

On September 16, 1998, near Griz- 
zly Creek State Park, Earth First! ac- 
tivists, not including Gypsy, talked 
at length with PL logger A.E. Ammons 
about their concerns that marbled 
murrelets were nesting in the area 
where trees were being felled. 

The next day Gypsy and friends con- 
fronted Ammons. The logger became 
enraged, chased the activists away and 
continued cutting trees. The last tree 
that Ammons cut killed 24-year-old 


Wrongful 
Death Settlement 
Reached 

Gypsy. No criminal charges were filed 
against Ammons. No civil trial will sort 
out those circumstances. 

The lawsuit's financial settlement was 
undisclosed, but the remainder of the 
terms address the tragic story and the 
desire to prevent future incidents. 

The 135-foot tree that struck Gypsy 
will remain where it fell, and a 100- 
foot buffer will prevent any nearby 
logging. A memorial will be erected 
on PL property, somewhere between 
the fallen tree and where State Route 
36 joins US Highway 101. 

A "community roundtable" will also 
be formed to address issues surrounding 
the oft-dangerous logging protests. It 
will include the Allsbrooks, as well as 
representatives of PL and the Humboldt 
County environmental community. 
Humboldt County law enforcement 
will be asked to participate. 

The Allsbrooks' attorney said he is 
disappointed that PL "didn't do the 
right thing up front. " However, he said 
PL representatives dealing with the case 
seem to have shown good faith. "Let's 
give them the benefit of the doubt.” 

Shunka, an activist who was with 
Gypsy the day he died, said the settle- 
ment completed a circle started three 
years ago when Ammons killed Gypsy. 
Shunka hopes that the roundtable 
might lead to a policy change that 
could avoid such accidents in the 
future. Protests in the Mattole River 
valley, southwest of Scotia and PL 
headquarters, reached a climax in the 
Spring. PL, its contractors and neigh- 
boring ranches have filed a SLAPP 
lawsuit against dozens of forest activ- 
ists. The lawsuit seeks lost wages and 
hardship due to the blockading of 
logging roads by activists, thus hold- 
ing up timber operations in the area. 

"We're still here fighting on, Gypsy, 
and you are still with us too. " 



others that their rights c 
’iolated without redress, 
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Gods Valley Treesit Attacked by ODF 

One Activist Injured, 20 Arrested Defending Oregon s Tillamook State Forest 



Some of what's at stake: a seven-foot-diameter Sitka Spruce in Area IV 


BY SOLEDAD 

During the first weekend of October, 
the Oregon Department of Forestry 
(ODF) had their most violent reaction 
yet to the Gods Valley treesit in Oregon's 
Tillamook State Forest, leading to more 
than 20 arrests and the hospitalization 
of one man. 

The outcry over the desecration of 
Oregon's state forests became loud 
enough to break through the walls of 
the corporate media in the Spring, with 
a vibrant coalition forming between 
urban and rural activists, including the 
Cascadia Forest Alliance (CFA) and the 


public notice before commencing with 
logging in Gods Valley, ODF and Chris- 
tian Futures logging company went in 
less than a week later with a heavy 
police presence to begin logging the 
oldest trees in Area III of the sale. 

Afterward, Tillamook State Forester 
Mark Labhart told the media, "Its beau- 
tiful now. It looks like a park." 

Activists were outraged by the actions 
of ODF and expressed their shock at this 
betrayal. In response to ODF's lies, the 
first treesit in Oregon's state forests ap- 
peared 75 feet up a 100-year-old hem- 
lock in Area IV. This treesit soon became 
a small village with three treesits, two in 


their video camera was confiscated. 
Ridge spent almost 48 hours trapped 
with minimal food and water and no 
applicable climbing gear. Bright lights 
were focused on him throughout the 
night to prevent him from sleeping. 
At one point, loggers began to fell the 
tree in which he was perched. 

In fear for his life, Ridge jumped to 
another tree. The Clatsop County 
Sheriff's Department then cut all the 
surrounding trees, thus isolating him. 
A climber was sent up the tree in pur- 
suit and lopped off the branches below 
as Ridge free-climbed higher into the 
canopy. The climber was ordered to cut 
the branch that Ridge was on. How- 
ever, the climber refused, knowing that 
to do so would seriously injure or kill 
him. At one point, a sharpshooter 
pointed at Ridge. 

After being exposed to constant noise 
for almost 48 hours, Ridge passed out. 
He plummeted 60 feet to the forest 
floor, was arrested and taken to the 
hospital. Ridge suffered from a broken 
pelvis, broken ribs, a collapsed lung and 
possible head injuries. 

In an emergency call to action, 75 
people gathered on October 6 at Gods 
Valley on less than 24 hours' notice. It 
was a diverse crowd with about half of 
the folks being local supporters. People 
arrived from as far south as Ashland, 
Oregon, to demand protection of our 
last remaining temperate coastal 
rainforests and to protest the violence 
inflicted upon nonviolent protesters. 


Hard Rain Alliance. The poster-child 
sale at this point was Acey Line Thin, a 
timber sale in Gods Valley targeting 
some of the oldest remaining trees in 
the Tillamook State Forest. 

After several weeks of negotiations 
with CFA and the Oregon Wildlife Fed- 
eration and under the threat of direct 
action, ODF "promised" to delay the 
timber sale until local "focus groups" 
had met, expressed their concerns and 
prepared their comments for the 
department's 10-year implementation 
plan. These focus groups were forbid- 
den to discuss the Acey sale specifically, 
but they recommended that no older 
trees be logged in Oregon's state forests. 
Despite promises to consider these rec- 
ommendations and to give adequate 


Area IV and one in 
Area II. 

On October 3, 
ODF began logging 
in Area II, cutting 
within five feet of a 
treesit. Then on Oc- 
tober 4, an activist 
known as Ridge who 
was concerned for 
the safety of the 
treesitter, was 
trapped in a nearby 
tree and surrounded 
by law enforcement. 
Three women at- 
tempting to docu- 
ment his treatment 
were arrested and 
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Sixteen people, age 1 7 
to 57, joined arms and 
marched defiantly 
across the closure line. 

They were arrested in 
brutal fashion and 
held until October 8 — 
many refusing to give 
their names. 

Two treesits remain 
in Area IV of the Acey 
Line Thin sale, and 
logging in Gods Val- 
ley continues. 

The protests result 
in part from the lack 
of voice that Orego- Cops rough up protesters at October 6 demonstration. 


nians have in the management of our 
state lands. There is no state land 
equivalent to the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act to regulate timber 
sales. There is no public comment 
period for state sales and no way to 
appeal them. The Endangered Spe- 
cies Act is one of the only laws that 
applies on Oregon state land and a 
"take" of a threatened species is al- 
most impossible to prove. ODF al- 
lows logging on slopes steeper than 
70 percent, clearcuts up to 160 acres 
and only mandates a 25-foot buffer 
for salmon-bearing streams. With 
rules like this, it is no surprise that the 
protests and coalitions formed to pro- 
tect our state land are speaking out as 
loudly as they are. 

The violent reaction to these peace- 
ful protests by ODF and the Clatsop 
County Sheriff's Department is a 
frightening sign of the loss of civil 
liberties and regard for safety that is 
to come in this era of hysteria over 
"terrorists threats." The Clatsop 
County Sheriffs Department has jus- 
tified their actions by inferring that 
to protest in this time of "national 
emergency" is un-American. 

Our government continually uses vio- 
lence and threats of violence to intimi- 
date nonviolent protesters and people 
of color. We must loudly protest this 
illogical abstraction and its unjust and 
brutal effects. 

We demand that Oregon Gover- 
nor John Kitzhaber take action. We 
want an immediate halt to all log- 
ging in Gods Valley; an end to log- 
ging mature forests on all state land; 
all charges against protesters of the 
Acey Line Thin sale to be dropped 
and a criminal investigation into the 
Oregon Department of Forestry and 


Clatsop County Sheriff's handling of 
the protesters. 

It is not enough to deal with the 
brutality against the protesters. We 
must reform the Oregon Department 
of Forestry's Management Plan and 
the Forest Practices Act. The devo- 
tion, protests and action seen at the 
Acey Line Thin sale in Gods Valley 
will continue until the public has a 
real say in what happens on Oregon's 
state lands. 

Please contact Governor Kitzhaber 
at (503) 378-3111. In light of recent 
events, the legal defense fund needs 
your help now! For more information 
or if you would like to make a finan- 
cial contribution, send checks (pay- 
able to CFA) to Cascadia Forest Alli- 
ance, POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208; 
(503) 241-4879; www. cascadia 
forestalliance.org. 


More police violence at October 6 demonstration 


Victory Closing in on Eagle 
Timber Sales 

An Oregon timber company wants 
to pull out of the contested Eagle 
timber sales, putting the future of the 
sales in doubt. 

In 1996, Vanport Manufacturing. 
Inc. paid $10.3 million for 28 million 
board feet of timber. Since then, an 
independent team has reviewed the 
environmental soundness of the sales 
anil recommended trimming them 
by almost three million board feet. 

In mid-September, Vanport CEO 
Adolph Hertrich asked to be released 
from the contract, ,>tutiri« the change 
would cost him more than halt .t mil- 
lion dollars. 

Hertrich also stated that it would be 
difficult to complete the sales given 
the "hostile environment" surround- 
ing them. Environmental groups say 
the Eagle plan cuts too heavily in 
sensitive watersheds and leaves tim- 
ber stands vulnerable to blowdown. 

Forest Service officials have two pos- 
sible responses to 1 fertrich Metier: can- 
ed i rig 1 1 iv s all ’s i u 1 1 -\ vi 1 1 1 : g ba i k 1 1 > 1 1 ie 
original contract. 

Tret 

Dropped in Indiana 

Tree-spiking charges were dis- 
missed against Frank Ambrose, a 
Bloomington, Indiana, activist ac- 
cused of being part of the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF), Monroe 
County Prosecutor Carl Salzmann 
dropped the charges but said they 
could be filed again later. 

"It depends on the investigation," 
Salzmann said, adding that police 
are still investigating the tree-spik- 
Ing incident and other acts attrib- 
uted to the El F. 

Salzmann said, "As a result of fur- 
ther investigation, it appears that the 
conspiracy involving the spiking of 
trees in Monroe and Brown counties is 
more extensive than it first appeared. 
Therefore, we believe that it is in the 
Interests of justice to dismiss this case 
at this time," he said. 

Ambrose was charged in January 
with driving 10-inch nails into 
trees— a felony carrying a standard 
sentence of one and a half years— at 
a logging site at Morgan-Monroe 
State Forest in June 2000. 
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Judi Bari v. the FBI Delayed Until April 



by Alicia Littletree and Strongwood 

On September 14, US District Judge 
Claudia Wilken granted the plain- 
tiffs' emergency motion for a trial 
continuance in the Judi Bari v. the FBI 
bombing lawsuit. The new trial date 
is April 8, 2002. 

The reason for the delay was the 
attack of September 11 (9/11) and the 
ensuing war fever, making it difficult 
or impossible to get a fair jury trial 
against the FBI in the immediate fu- 
ture. The FBI, for all its many well- 
publicized faults, is now almost uni- 
versally seen as our first line of defense 
against terrorists. "In the aftermath 
and media coverage of the events," 
the motion says, "the public has been 
seeing and hearing that the FBI is the 
lead agency conducting the investiga- 
tion of the attack. The FBI agents are 
truly the brothers and sisters of the 
American public and, beyond that, 
the FBI are seen as the saviors of the 
American people and the vehicle of 
resolution and retribution." 

Dennis Cunningham, lead counsel 
for Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney, said 
following Judge Wilken’s ruling that 
he had mixed feelings about the delay. 
"We were ready to get it on," he said, 
"but that's unthinkable in view of 
what's happened." 

Most disturbing in the aftermath 
of 9/11 is the pervasive trend to sac- 
rifice civil rights to so-called "secu- 
rity ." Rolling back constitutional pro- 
tections will hit political dissidents 
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the hardest, especially in light of the 
FBI's track record of falsely branding 
radicals as terrorists in order to un- 
dermine their movements and orga- 
nizations. Bari and Cherney's case is 


a clear example of this, as the two 
nonviolent Earth First! organizers 
were targeted for engaging in consti- 
tutionally protected First Amend- 
ment activities to defend the forests 
of Northern California. 

Another example is the anti-global- 
ization movement, which has been 
staging huge protests across the globe 
to fight undemocratic and oppressive 
g, economic policies, beginning in Se- 
I attle at the World Trade Organization 
meeting in 1999. According to the 
motion for delay: "Polls taken on Sep- 
tember 12 indicate that 78 percent of 
| Americans are prepared to accept dras- 
3 tic reductions in civil liberties so that 
the authorities can 'solve' this matter. 
One after another, conservative poli- 
ticians have blamed the 'leniency' of 
the Church Committee in 'tying the 
hands of law enforcement' as a cause 
of the failure of the authorities to 
anticipate the 9/11 attack. Simply put, 


New DNA Evidence in Bari Case 


BY Gf VIM W(>M \N 

On September 18 , Darryl Cherney 
held a press conference in Oakland, 
California, to disclose the findings of 
an investigation into DNA sample s re- 
lated to the Judi Bari bombing case. It 
has been known since 1991 that the 
same Olympia typewriter produced 
both a death threat sent to Bari in 1990 
and a police informant letter known as 
the "Argus" tetter that discredited Bari 
and offered to set her up for a pot bust. 
It was sent to law enforcement in 199 1 . 
KQED radio informed the FBI of the 
match "on-air," but the information 
never made it into FBI liles. Forensic 
Science Associates (FSA) in Richmond, 
California, tested the seals on both 
letters and found matching DNA. FSA 
also found thai a male relative of Irv 
Sutley, Jr. may have sealed both the 
death threat and the Argus letter. 

Irs Sutley has long been a suspcc t m 
the bombing case. He staged the infa- 
mous photographs taken in 1989 of 
Bari holding a niizi wearing her EF! t- 
shirt. The photo was meant to be an 
album cover but instead appeared six 
weeks later in a letter to the Ukiah 
police department along with the 


Argus letter. Sutley is the only person 
who had access to the u/i photo and 
the will to use it. The Argus letter 
stated that Bari was a leader and used 
automatic weapons. 

On May 29, six day's after the bomb- 
ing, a letter signed by the "l ord's 
Avenger" was sent to newspaper re- 
porter Mike Genella. It claimed respon- 
sibility for the bombing and described 
with detail the construction of the 
bomb. The Lord's Avenger letter did 
not state that Bari's organizing against 
forest destruction, or her outreach to 
timber workers, was the motivation for 
the attack. The language was a pseudo- 
Christian rant that implied that Bari s 
work to keep abortion clinics open 
made her a target. The DNA shows the 
envelope for the Lord's Avenger letter 
was scaled by a woman, yet the lan- 
guage is masculine and the type on the 
envelope has similarities to the Argus 
and death threat letters. 

The death threat, theArgusand Inrd's 
Avenger letters are all dues to who 
bombed Judi Bari. Yet the FBI or Oak- 
land police never tested the letters for 
fingerprints, as advised by FBI officials. 
When questioned under oath as to why 
fingerprints were not cross-checked, the 
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An administrative law judge has 
ruled in favor of Pacific Lumber 
Company’s parent company 


tgainst tire 


n, re's an on 
TS ditectoi 
issue a dec 


potential terror target 
Resources Committee; 

Isiatlon to address the 
enforcement authority 
in 17 Western states. 

A separate measure s 
bv the committee wo 
Western, Southwestern 


thorit 


51 claimed to not have Bari's or 
rerney’s fingerprints. Chernev was 
agerprinted when arrested imnredi- 
ely after the bombing, and Bari was 
i ■ ed. The 

II also claimed that Earth First! was 
e Lord's Avenger. 

The DNA evidence is an* H 
her example of what at- BBBb 
>rney for the plaintiffs B .. v 
11 Simpich called a " will- E||’ 
i blindness. trademark of I s £ 
i 11-year non-investiga- KiSlil 
cm” by the FBI and Oak- Ho 


the common misrepresentation of 1 
as a violent, clandestine, militant orj 
nizat ion. The editc ir agreed to publisl 
letter to the editor froni Lisa Bari, fuc 


find out who bombed us 
I'.f'di (I;; . !a_. ; <!>,!. 

With the new DNA evi- 
dence, the plaintiffs are 
hopeful that the bomber 
will be found and brought 


On September IH.tnalsup 
porters also picketed outside 
the East Bay Express office for 
using the infamous photo of 


,ed the picture to attract 
adership to the story,” said 
e senior editor, the photo 
id headline contribute to 


Judi's car showing the blast point of the bomb below the driver's seat 


law enforcement (particularly the FBI) 
are the only ones that Americans can 
rely upon at this time of crisis and it 


follows, of course, that despite any- ment, for that matter) in 1990 with 
thing jurors might say at voir dire, regard to the plaintiffs herein." 


there is no way jurors will be able to 
objectively evaluate the conduct of 
the FBI (or the Oakland Police Depart- 
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BY NlAZ DORRY 

The pride of the Blue Revolutionar- 
ies — genetically engineered salmon — 
is on trial. "Blue Revolution" is what 
Elliot Entis calls his prediction "that 
genetic modifications will usher in a 
new era of fish farming.” 

Entis is the president of Aqua Bounty 
Farms, a Massachusetts-based com- 
pany with fish farms in the Canadian 
Maritimes. The US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) is considering 
Aqua Bounty’s request to market geg 


ity to reproduce or the drive to aggres- 
sively defend a territory. Genetically 
engineered fish, on the other hand, 
can be very similar to wild fish and 
may survive, reproduce and influence 
the natural environment." 

Joe Sinagra, a fisherman from 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, says, "I 
wouldn't be sincere if I didn't admit I 
had con cern s about the market com- 
petition^ When yo. introduce a cheap 
produgti ■ n eleven if its qual- 
the on the ocean 

le. The 


ng ii\, t 

;i- and on our h- 



netically engineered salmon. consumer tends to buy 

In May, the Center for Food .sfrel v but cheap product. But what's the t 
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and more than 60 individuals and 
organizations — including hve lisher- 
men and eight commercial fishing 
organizations — filed a petition with 
five federal agencies to place a m< irato- 
rium on genetically engineered fish 
pending a review of thfcir impact on 


price of this genetically engineered 
fish? I don't think the market price 
will reflect the real cost to our fishing 
economies and the health of the oceans 
that we rely on for our livelihoods." 

He's c oncerned about a repeat of the 
experience with aquaculture pens, that 


human health and the environment, genetically engineered fish will also 


Genetic modification #f saithon hy 
Aqua Bounty farms in\|>Jves UMKlttg 
the gene of an ocean poilinto ajilfabn 
egg in order to increase die grwftftate 
of the fish. The "instructions* that are 
encoded in the ocean pout PMA make 
salmon growth hormones work year 
round enabling it to reach maiket jsiase 
rapidly. Currently, there ar< more than 
35 species of transgenic fish under de- 
velopment. 

Escapement of transgenic fish into 
the ocean may cause significant im- 
pacts to the environment am I endan- 
gered species. New studies irfe||^te 
transgenic fish are more aggresslfe, 
eat more food and attract more mates 
than non-transgenic fish. 

Aqua Bounty says that their fish are 
domesticated much like cattle, will be 
rendered sterile and won't have a high 
chance of surviving in the wild. 

Minnesota Sea Grant Research Spe- 
cialist Anne Kapuscinski disagrees, 
"Genetically engineered fish are much 
riskier than genetically engineered 
agricultural animals. Animals bred for 
domestic agriculture have lost many 
of their natural traits, such as the abil- 


escape from the pens and compete 
with the wild s Locks of salmon sj iecies 
many of whifSCaffe listed ss endan- 
gered. Aquaculture escapement is listed 
as one of the top threats to the wild 
Atlantic salmon population. In Maine 
arts of the North Pacific, hun- 
s of farm-raised Atlantic salmon 
ave escaped. 

The proliferation of industrial-scale 
aquaculture has led many fishing 
communities to take a stand against 
the expansion of this industry. The 
issue has taken violent turns where 
opponents of industrial-scale shrimp 
aquaculture have been killed in parts 
of Asia and Latin America. 

Dr. Vandana Shiva, physicist, au- 
thor and now with the Research In- 
stitute for Science and Technology 
in New Delhi, India, has worked 
extensively with communities fight- 
ing against the expansion of the 
shrimp aquaculture industry. In re- 
cent years, despite India's Supreme 
Court rulings that should bring the 
expansion to a halt, the industry 
continues to operate and the pro- 
tests continue to mount. 


"We need to dispel the notion that 
the environmental movement is a 
luxury of the rich when in fact it's not. 
It’s the people's survival, especially 
the poor people's survival, " says Shiva. 

In addition to aquaculture, Shiva 
has observed the genetic engineer- 
ing technology and its impact on 
agriculture. She agrees with Entis that 
genetically engineered fish is the 
natural extension of aquaculture. 
And, she is concerned that just like 
the Green Revolution of the 
agribusiness industry and the subse- 
quent genetic modification of many 
‘.crops without knowing all the risks 
to Uyg planet and on our food sup- 
ply, ffiatithis genetically modified 
fish tfchndiggy is being promoted 
f without the ifecessary precautions. 

She beiieves those responsible for 
ensuring the safety of our food and our 
? 35 larie^ifave taken a "don't look, don’t 
see, don't find, yet then declare safe" 
attitude toward genetic engineering. 

Cur’retttl^^here are no federal laws 
specifically governing the regulation 
of genetically engineered animals 
grown for human consumption. Some 
states have passed legislation aimed at 
addressing the current regulatory 
vacuum. On the federal level, Con- 
gressman Dennis Kucinich has spear- 
headed efforts to enact legislation, 
though it has not yet yielded enough 
votes to win over Congress. Canada, 
the Philippines and Scotland are 
amongst the countries that have 
started to address the issue of geneti- 
cally engineered fish. 

According to Tracy Letterman, of 
the Center for Food Safety, with the 
lack of relevant regulations "the FDA 
has decided to treat transgenic fish as 
it would new animal drugs. Given the 
potential toxicity, allergenicity and 
aquaculture diseases posed by the com- 
mercialization of transgenic fish, we 
are asking that the FDA adopt a pre- 
market regulatory review that does 
not ignore the potential human health 
and safety concerns." 

continued on page 51 
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Norske Skog Kills Off 
1,000 Species in Norway 


by Tjalve Torstjener 

Every day species are lost from Nor- 
wegian ecosystems for several reasons 
and by many perpetrators, but one 
company sticks out as the ultimate 
killer — Norske Skog. 

Norwegian ecosystems consist of an 
estimated 60,000 species. Of these, 
only 14,637 have been subjected to a 
superficial judgment regarding living 
conditions and survival potential. 
More than 3,000 have been catego- 
rized as threatened with extinction. 

Norske Skog is the third largest pro- 
ducer of publication paper, having 
pulp and paper plants on every con- 
tinent, and it is the dominant 
forestry company in 
Norway. Owned by 
Norwegian farmers, 
the company is 
highly adaptable to 
local market trends 
wherever it operates. 

In continental Eu- 
rope, where recycling 
of waste paper is an 
important issue, 

Norske Skog operates 
huge paper recycling 
plants. In Brazil, 
where the conse- 
quences of eucalyptus plantations are 
important, the company makes sure 
that all plantations have a Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) certificate. 
But in Norway, Norske Skog is so closely 
linked with the farmers that it has 
stopped all initiatives to establish FSC 
certification. During trials several 
years ago to establish FSC in Norway, 
the company actively sabotaged the 
process, bringing it to a halt. Now, at 
least 1,000 species are extinct or 
likely to become extinct in the 
forests serving Norske Skog. These 
1,000 species threatened by their 
Norwegian Operations. 

How many species it threatens in Bra- 
zil, New Zealand, Australia, Thailand 
and Chile where it takes out millions of 
tons of forests — or in Russia, where it 
annually takes out some 200, 0Q0 tons 
of clearcut boreal spruce — is unknown. 



Out of at least 1,000 threatened spe- 
cies, there is one I would like to men- 
tion in particular. Maybe the most spec- 
tacular threatened living creature in 
Norway is the deep water coral, Lophelia 
pertusa. The oldest individual corals 
still living in our waters are approxi- 
mately 8,500 years old. That means 
that these individual corals were alive 
when the coastal parts of mid-Norway 
were populated by stone-age humans. 
They live still, but not for long. 

So far, the coral is not protected by 
the government. Most of the reefs 
were destroyed in 
the last few decades 
by trawlers and oil 
and gas explora- 
tion. They live at a 
depth of 200-2,000 
meters, but some 
reefs are as shallow 
as 40 meters. Some 
of the surviving 
reefs are now under 
threat by a huge 
natural gas pipeline 
being planned in 
central Norway. 
The pipeline is in- 
tended to fuel a 
huge power plant 
which will increase 
Norwegian greenhouse gas emissions 
by five percent, making the Kyoto 
obligations impossible to reach. 

Norske Skog is responsible for this 
gasline and power station. It wants the 
power plant to feed its enormous pulp 
and paper factory in Skogn. 

Only individuals and small inde- 
pendent groups have done anything 
to try to stop either the destruction of 
the forest or the planned destruction 
of the coral reefs. 

We need your help. Please tell Norske 
Skog to stop killing Norwegian forests 
and to stop the pipeline destroying 
our oldest living creatures. 

Protect Lophelia pertusal 

To express your outrage of this situ- 
ation, contact Norske Skogindustrier 
ASA, POB 329, Oksenoyveien 80, N- 
1326 Lysaker, Norway; (47) 67-59-90- 
00, (47) 67-59-91-80 (fax). 
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Out with the Science Books 

On September 6, about a dozen speak- 
ers told the Texas State Board of Educa- 
tion that newly drafted middle-school 
science textbooks contain errors and 
exhibit a pro-environment bias. 

Criticism focused on the textbooks' 

discussions of global warming, at id rain 

: and rainforest destruction. Many ot the 
speakers were affiliated with Texas 
Citizens for a Sound Economy, an 
; advocacy and education organization 
dedicated to economic freedom. 

rhe books were criticized as using data 
! to frighten students about global warm- 
ing and to motivate them to action. 

, Michael Franks, a member of the State 
Republican Executive Committee, said 
the books should be thrown out. 

"I think we've found the alternative. 
1 fuel source that everyone is looking for 
j and that is burning these,” Franks said. 

One speaker pointed out widely 
varying statistics in the different bot ) k.s 
j about the number of at res of rainforest 
j that are destroyed each year Others 
1 decried a suggestion In a teachers' 
| guide that students write their con- 

! gressional representatives about en- 

i vironmental issues. 

Fhe State Board of Education will 
consider approving the books at its 
: next meeting in November. 

World Coral Reefs Dying 
! Fhe world's coral reefs will be dead 
; within 50 years because of global 
J warming, and there is nothing we can 
i do to save them, a scientist warned on 
| September 5. 

' It is hard to avoid the conclusion 
that most coral in most areas will be 
■ lost,” said Rupert Ormond, a marine 
biologist from Glasgow University. 

Scientists agree the world 's oceans are 
now wanning at a rale of between one 
and two degrees Celsius every 100 years 

But even if humans stopped pumping 
out greenhousegases tomorrow, it would 
, still be too late to. save file reels. Ormond 
said. "1 don't know what tan be done, 
given that there's a 50-year time lag 
j between trying to limit carbon dioxide 
levels and any effect on ocean tempera- 
ture,’' he said. 

According to Ormond, the only 
j cause for optimism is that new coral 
reefs could slart to emerge in colder 
waters such as the north Atlantic 
! Ocean and Mediterranean Sea. 
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Indigenous Land Rights Case Decided 


The Mayagna indigenous community of Awas Tingni 
won a major legal battle against the Nicaraguan govern- 
ment in an international case underscoring the ties be- 
tween native land rights and environmental protection. 

In September, the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights released a landmark ruling or- 
dering Nicaragua to recognize and pro- 
tect the tribe's legal rights to their 
traditional lands. The community 
had occupied land sought by logging 
companies on the Atlantic coast of 
Nicaragua for many generations. 

The Awas Tingni case is the first 
such dispute to be addressed by the 
Inter-American Court. Under inter- 
national law, governments must 
respect indigenous peoples' rights 
to their traditional land. If a govern- 
ment does not demarcate indigenous 
peoples' land, their territorial rights 
remain uncertain. The Nicaraguan 
government has "exploited that 
confusion in its own favor," said 
Jim Anaya, lead counsel for the In- 
dian Law Resource Center, which 
represented the Awas Tingni. 

Since the 1950s, the tribe has unsuccessfully requested 
that the Nicaraguan government demarcate its traditional 
territory, fearing that loggers would decimate the land. 


In 1 996, Nicaragua granted a 30-year timber license 
to the Korean company Sol de Caribe SA, clearing the 
way for exploitation of nearly 62,000 hectares of 
tropical forest claimed by the Awas Tingni. The In- 
dian Law Resource Center filed a petition before the 
Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights against the govern- 
ment of Nicaragua. 

The case was brought before the 
Inter-American Court in June of 
1998. In its decision, the court stated 
that Nicaragua violated interna- 
tional human rights law by denying 
the community its rights to prop- 
erty, adequate judicial protection 
and equal protection under the law. 
The court ordered the government 
to demarcate the traditional lands 
of the Awas Tingni community and 
to establish new legal mechanisms 
todemarcate the traditional lands 
of all indigenous communities 
in Nicaragua. 

The decision is binding in countries 
throughout the Americas. 

For more information, contact Denise McVea, Indian 
Law Resource Center, 602 North Ewing St, Helena, 
Montana 59601; (406) 449-2006; (406) 449-2031 (fax); 
www.indianlaw.org. 






>rk Building 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) claimed responsibility 
for sabotaging a new biotech building at Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratories on August 21 in Long Island, New 
York. This is the second time the ELF has targeted this 
facility in just over one year. 

A communique sent by the ELF stated, "Here activists 
inflicted heavy damages to the exterior air filtration and 
coolant systems, by smashing thermostats and computer 
instruments and extensively damaging insulation to cool- 


ing genetic engineering, one reading "tampering with 
biodiversity = extinction," the other reading "Love ELF" 

; Upon retreat windows were also smashed." 

ELF previously struck Cold Spring Harbor -Laboratories 
on July 13, 2000, destroying two acres of genetically 

modified corn and greenhouses containing seedlings. 
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North American McDonald's Vandalized 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) Press Office received 
an unsigned statement from activists claiming responsibility 
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for a September 8 fire that destroyed a McDonald’s in 

Tucson, Arizona. According to local media reports, the 
initials "ALF" and "ELF" were spray-painted on the 
walls of the burned building. 

"The message here is that ordinary people are taking 
action against some very destructive corporations," 
comments ALF spokesperson David Barbarash. 
"Whether or not it was people acting on behalf of the 
Animal or Earth Liberation Fronts, the end result is the 
same. Nonviolent property destruction has once again 
been successfully employed." The fire caused more 
than $500,000 in damages. 

In late July, seven McDonald’s were vandalized in 
Montreal, Canada, The attacks occurred in rapid se- 
quence at around eight a.m. Trash cans were set ablaze 
in the restaurants' bathrooms. A chemical similar to 
pepper spray was also released in an underground , 
shopping area near one of the McDonald's. Police are 
investigating whether this was the work of anti-glo- 
balization protesters or if it is connected to a labor 
dispute between McDonald's and the union Centrale , 
-Syndkats Nationally. 
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Minnehaha Sacred Spring 
Stops Highway Construction 


The flow of water from Camp 
Coldwater Spring, Minnesota, can fill 
a bathtub in less than three seconds. 
This force may stop the multi-million 
dollar Highway 55/62 interchange in 
Minneapolis. The Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Transportation (MnDOT) has 
halted all construction due to a new 
state law that protects the spring. 

The spring is sacred to several Na- 
tive American tribes. More than 100 
people over the last two years have 
been arrested in protests against the 
rerouting of Highway 55 north of 
the spring. These protests focused 
on the oak trees that were cut and 
the park land that was lost to the 
highway project. 

Now, the struggle continues and the 
focus has become the technical issues 
of whether the highway interchange 
would impair the spring. 

The region around the spring 
northeast of Minneapolis was in a 
regulatory black hole until jurisdiction 


was decided in May, 2000 — just months 
before the project broke ground. 

The new law protecting the spring 
came a year , later. The Minnehaha 
Creek Watershed District (MCWD) has 



Minnehaha Falls 


earned a reputation for taking on pub- 
lic agencies over water issues. MCWD 
warned MnDOT that the longer it 
waited to investigate the road's effect 
on the spring the more expensive the 
cost of addressing problems would be. 

The hydrogeology of the Coldwater 
Spring area is complex. No discussion 
of the highway project's effects on 
the spring is found in the Environ- 
mental Impact Statement for the in- 
terchange. Some concerns have been 
expressed about the impacts of 
groundwater seepage into the gorge 
below Minnehaha Falls. 

Attempts at compromise fell apart 
this summer and lawsuits by the 
MCWD and other spring supporters 
have forced MnDOT to halt construc- 
tion. MnDOT says that it will reopen 
bids on the project if the Legislature 
eases the law. 

Let's hope the lawmakers consider all 
the ecological, financial and legal is- 
sues before creating more controversy. 
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Eight Arrested in Clear the Air Protest 

On August 21, hundreds of people fed up with poison- 
ous air protested the role of Ontario Power Generation, in 
Ontario, Canada, as a major source of pollution. In a 
summer with high smog levels, this was a timely protest. 
Street theater, including a gas mask fashion show and a 
reading of an adaptation of The Lorax, made this event 
more of a festival than a traditional demonstration. For 
passers-by and the madia, however, the message was clear— 


III! 
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GM Crops Targeted Again in UK 
On August 22, following the largest anti-genetically 
modified (GM) rally in the highlands of Scotland, local 
people started a vigil on the field to stop a crop of GM 
winter oilseed rape from being planted. A woman stopped 
a tractor as it was about to start the day's work. About 30 
people, including eight on the field, spent the day talking 
to the farm worker and local police, explaining their 
objections to this farm-scale trial of GM rape. 

The site is about four miles from an organic farm, and the 
field is on a slope that leads down to the Bay of Munlochy. 



air pollution is killing us. 

Activists distributed leaflets that began with; "Imagine a 
bum on your skin. If it's mild, the burning area will turn 

red. More severe and it'll swell and even start oozing. Every tance to glufosinate ammonium. This herbicide is 


from commercial agricultural use during v. ini or months i n 
the United Kingdom because of its toxicity. 

The public is strongly against these GM experiments. 
More than 300 people attended a rally on August 18 where 
speakers from Scotland, Wales and England demanded an 
end to GM exoeriments. * 


end to GM experiments. 

Another farm at Munlochy hosted a t um stale GM trial 
last Spring, which inspired protesters to cut a huge “X" out 
of the field on election day. 


time you breathe in smoggy air, that's 
the tissue in your lungs." 

A street takeover and a die-in were planned to mark the 
fact that 1,900 people are killed each year by air pollution 
in Ontario. The protesters hope to pressure Ontario Power 
and the government to move quickly in the transition 
toward energy efficiency, renewable energy and invest- 
ments in better urban design, bicycle transportation and 
public transit. 
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What Does Racism Have to Do With Us? 


by Larry Lohmann 

"What does racism have to do with 
us?" is an unspoken question. In 
some white environmentalist circles, 
even mentioning the subject of eth- 
nic discrimination can put you out- 
side the pale. 

This is not necessarily 
a symptom of unpro- 
fessionalism or discrimina- 
tory or racist beliefs. I don't 
imagine that staff members 
of World Wildlife Fund, 

World Conservation Society 
or Zero Population Growth 
sign racist petitions, or that 
they go home to their part- 
ners, husbands or wives to 
brag how many wogs or 
niggers they kicked that day. 

Personal morality is not the 
issue here. 

There is no better place to 
begin than European ideas of "nature" 
itself, and that of "natural conserva- 
tion," "parks" and "protected areas.” 
Like everything else, these concepts 
have histories, and the more one 


looks at those histories, the stranger 
the concepts seem. The ideas of "na- 
ture," "parks," "forests," "carrying ca- 
pacity,” "Gaia" and many others that 
have come down to Western environ- 
mentalism over the years didn't fall 
from the sky. These were developed by 


particular groups of people for par- 
ticular purposes. No concepts of na- 
ture are ever innocent or "unbiased." 
It's surprising, for example, the ex- 
tent to which the history of the idea 


of "nature" in Europe is that of a land- 
scape for aesthetic contemplation by a 
certain class. One of the most critical 
forces in shaping European ideas of 
nature were paintings of landscapes — 
paintings which legitimated the prop- 
erty and authority of whoever had paid 
for them. Landscapes where 
human workers, people who 
lived on and shaped the land, 
were either happy or invisible. 

The word "park" has a his- 
tory. "Park" was first used to 
designate fenced-off deer 
preserves exclusively main- 
tained for a largely urban aris- 
tocracy for whom hunting 
privileges were a mark of status 
and power — a phenomenon 
familiar to many societies. 
Later, "landscape parks” be- 
came a fashion and mark of 
prestige and standing which 
spread from royalty down- 
ward, often at the expense of local 
land claims. Whole villages might 
be uprooted in order to create pleas- 
ing prospects with manicured 
lawns and aesthetically grouped trees. 




France Keeps Heat on Franken corn 

On August 15, activists opposed to genetically modified 
(GM) food struck again in southeast France, tearing up 
three plots of land where bio-engineered corn was being 
grown on a test basis. A group calling itself "Limes a Grain" 
—a play on the name of French seed company Limagraln— - 
claimed responsibility for the attack. It was the third 
incident since latejune, when tire farm ministry was forced 
to publish the list of districts in France where GM crops 
were being tested. 

Jose Bove, the fiery founder of the Confederation 
Paysanne, recently demanded a complete ban on GM crops 
in France and threatened to begin uprooting test fields 
across the country if the government did not intervene. 


Tennessee Protesters Arrested at TDOT Office 

On August 27, about 15 Earth First! protesters used a 
disabled car to block the entrance to a regional Tennessee 
Department of Transportation (TDOT) office in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. Two activists were arrested. The demonstration 
lasted a half hour and forced some TDOT employees to 
drive around the blockade. 


. 

Protesters DebbiSchumate and Katherine Sneed were charged 
with criminal trespassing, disorderly conduct and blockingthe 
street. The action was the latest in a series of protests against the 
expansion of Highway 321 between Gatlinburg and Cosby 
near the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

"We will not let down this campaign until TDOT begins 
to take us seriously and begins a study into the environ- 
mental impact of the expansion of the highway," stated 
Tennessee Earth Firstlers. 

7 ' -fT-,- 'T --Tv-vT'' 


Indonesian Farmers Burn GM Cotton 

Lawyers for a coalition of food safety and food security 
groups submitted statements to an administrative court in 
Indonesia, while at the same time, a flock of villagers 
carried out civil disobedience against Monsanto's Bollgard 
cotton in South Sulawesi, Indonesia. , 

A traditional ritual carried out by men tbers of the 
Kajarg community took place on September 13. Hun- 
dreds of villagers with black headbands and swords 
agitated angrily, "Damn you Monsanto" and "Go to 
Hell Monsanto!" Several scarecrows were burnt along 
with two tons of the genetically modi lied cotton , which 
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Conservationists often unwittingly 
insist on certain human/nature bound- 
aries — and they disrespect construc- 
tions of "the environment" which are 
different from their own. These bound- 
aries do a lot of the work of ethnic 
discrimination and racism. One thing 
that a conservationist human/nature 
boundary can be very good at is in 
reinforcing or concealing ethnic dis- 
crimination in the allocation of land. 

This has been the practical effect of 
the preservationist human/nature di- 
chotomy since Bannock, Sheepeater, 
Shoshone and other Native American 
bands were kicked out of Yellowstone 
to make it into what was called a 
"pleasuring ground" for white visi- 
tors. It's what has often happened in 
protected areas ever since Miwok war- 
riors were cleared out of the Yosemite 
Valley to make it into a tourist attrac- 
tion — the same Yosemite whose pleas- 
antly wooded scenes, so attractive to 
the white painters of the day, were in 
fact the direct result of thousands of 
years of indigenous fire management, 
planting and husbandry. Suppos- 
edly human-free wilderness has long 
been a useful symbol for nationalis- 
tic elites. In South Africa, for in- 
stance, Kruger National Park was es- 
tablished in 1926 as unifying symbol 


for white national identity. As Jane 
Caruthers notes, the park was "part of 
the process of the struggle between 
black and white over land and labor. " 
The fact that the human/nature dis- 
tinction used by some conservationists 
conceals a human/human distinction 
has always seemed pretty obvious to 
those ethnic groups who find them- 
selves oppressed for reasons of Nature. 


Environmental justice calls 
for the education of present 
and future generations, 
emphasizing social and 
environmental issues, based 
on our experience and an 
appreciation of our diverse 
cultural perspectives. 


Just as nations help create spatially- 
bounded, mutually-exclusive ethnic 
groups with their maps and censuses, so 
national parks and protected areas are 
used to assimilate peoples the state re- 
gards as wayward into citizenship and 
cultural conformity. 

So far I've been describing a West- 
ern human/nature boundary as if it 


were something defended only by 
people interested in parks, green trees 
and furry animals. But this boundary 
cuts a good deal deeper into every- 
day European culture. Take the dis- 
course on "overpopulation.” On the 
one side you have "population," on 
the other "carrying capacity." Just as 
"humans" are always threatening 
"nature," so "population" is always 
using up "carrying capacity." These 
boundaries resemble each other so 
much that it's hardly any wonder 
that environmentalists themselves 
are always running them together. 
"If you took our planet and just put one 
human being on it," one of Britain's 
best-known Greenpeace activists told a 
television interviewer in 1997, "that 
human being would be consuming re- 
sources which otherwise would be avail- 
able for nature — for wildlife, for wild 
animals, plants, whatever. Two hu- 
man beings consume twice as much, 
and a million consume a million times 
as much... Everything we do impacts 
nature and to my mind what we need to 
concentrate on is limiting that impact." 

The ways in which such views in- 
tersect with ethnic discrimination 
are extraordinarily complex, but 
let me make two quick points here. 

continued on page 50 
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claimed 


was growing on 50 hectares. 

Judy Rahrdjo, a vu c chair of the South Sulawesi Indone- "I ite Murderer Test I ubes ' 
a Consumer Organization said that more cultivated Behind a Mask of Science.” 


Biotechnology Kills" and the anarchists yelled 
and "Stop Serving Capitalism 


sia p 

areas will be burned. Farmers complain that the yields 
promised by Monsanto have not been realized and the 
farm chemicals cause irritation. The farmers demand that 
all Bollgard cotton and other transgenic crops must not be 
grown in South Sulawesi. 

A member of the Indonesian Parliament visited Raiding 
village to see the fields of transgenic cotton that had been 
promoted by Monsanto. Nearly 100 Bantaeng farmers 
responded to the visit with a demonstration against 
Monsanto. Despite the efforts of government officials and 
agronomists to persuade the farmers of the benefits of the 


Activists carried banners and two biohazard flags around the 
room as they yelled, " Biotech, Take Your Hand Ou t of Na tu re, " 
Security police ut the Balikesir governor attacked the 
protesters. A protester wearing a Fran kenstein mask shouted 
"Conte here, I am a scientist, 1 want to use you as guinea 
pigs, I am a murderer," and the crowd shouted, "Blood, 
blood, blood spilling from the white laboratory coat." As 
security forced the pretesters to stop the action, they 
resisted, showting "capitalism kills." 

Several protesters were arrested, 


new cotton, the farmers remain opposed, 

licotage Philippine Style 
On August 29 eight Earth Firstlers supported the 
Anarchist Protest Biotechnology Conference Tampakan tarmeis in South Cotabatn, Philippines to 
On September J 7. Social Ecologist Transformation and Izmir destroy genetically modified (GM) Bt com. TheMagsasaka 

Anarchist Federation protested the 12th Biotechnology Con- at Syanttpiko Para Sa Kaunluran sa Agrikultura Scientific 

puked up the Earth First'eis at a 
the highway in Ulas, 

continued on next page 


gress in Ayvalik-Sarimsakli, a tourist town in Balikesir, Turkey. Farmers (MASIPAG) 
Anarchists entered the conference hall with a banner meeting place along 
symbolizing btohmri threw to th. Earth. Banners pm- Uf ■■ 
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Bush Dark Age continued 


fronil me*, 


continued front previous page 
[nformation flyers were handed out describing the health 
and environmental hazards of GM crops. Activists took to 
the fields and pulled down fences. They proceeded to pull 
GM crops and within five minutes the test site was ruined. 
Two cops carrying high-powered rifles left the scene when 
confronted by the media. A Monsanto employee took 
photos of the protesters and told them that the fence 
around the test plot was electrified. A peasant grabbed the 
wire with his hand and shouted "It is only a bluff!" 

Quickly the protesters returned to their vehicles and 
safely escaped. 


Protest Action Camp Against Lockheed 
Martin in Russia 

A protest action camp organized by the social ecological 
movement Rainbow Keepers and local activists from 
Votkinsk, Russia, began on July 18. The camp is part of a 
campaign against a missile fuel facility being built by 
Lockheed Martin corporation. The plant is near Votkinsk, 
a city with more than 100,000 inhabitants. 

As many as SO protesters from Russia and Finland live in 


the camp. On July. 80, the camp was at tacked and one tent 
was burned with gasoline. No one was injured. The next 
day the camp was attacked again by a group of men who 
hit one protester and drove over three empty tents. 

Following a performance of street theater in Izhevsk, 
a suburb of Votkinsk, three actors and four members of 
the audience were arrested. Five activists at an informa- 
tion table in Votkinsk were also arrested and detained 
for three hours. 

On August 3, Rainbow Keepers and locals blockaded 
the office of Lockheed Martin in Votkinsk. Two activists 
held banners from a roof. The two were caught, but one 
escaped with help from the crowd. Activists tried to 
block the police cars from leaving, hut police threw ' 
people out of the way and left. Three more people were 
subsequently arrested. 

. The mayor came to the action site and negotiated a 
solution resulting in release of all arrest 
the office blockade. 

Ducks Fly Free on Labor Day in Illinois 

ALF claimed responsibility for the release of 750 ducks 


by Jennifer Chesworth 

September 11 marked the beginning of what Presi- 
dent Bush has called the "War of the 21st Century." Its 
front ranks are comprised of on one side the champions 
of justice and defenders of the innocent, and on the 
other, the brainwashed and fanatical psycho-killers. It 
is easy to choose sides in this war in which good and 
evil are so forcefully defined; you are either for us or 
against us. Behind this new black-and-white war is a 
much older conflict that is not so clearly defined. Its 
roots reach deep into the history of conquest and 
colonialism; its victims are on every continent; its path 
of destruction is broad and meandering. This is the 
consumer war, waged between rich and poor, between 
the "First" and "Third" Worlds, between Walmart and 
the local general store. This is the war that Bush himself 
allude to when he said that the goal of terrorism is to 
keep Americans from "shopping" in his address to the 
nation on October 11. 

In every form of media today — television, newspa- 
pers, Internet, radio — we Americans are hearing the 
call to fulfill our patriotic duty to shop. Although our 
wars in the past have demanded that we tighten our 
belts, that some measure of national sacrifice and fru- 
gality are necessary, this time the war is quite different. 
Multinational corporations are presently all too ca- 
pable of churning out the tools of war, but not without 
a continuing and escalating injection of "consumer 


continued from page 2 

The transition to our 
new world will be al- 
most as difficult as the 
catastrophe that Bush 
and the WTO — corpo- 
rate globalization — are forcing us toward. We may 
only have a few months to stop Bush before his 
coup is accomplished. This could be our last chance 
to offer advice. Al-Qaeda says that if all foreign 
troops do not leave the Arabian Peninsula, "The 
Earth will burn beneath the feet of the US infidels." 
1 believe they are serious. There are more than 100 
US nuclear reactors that are sitting-duck bombs 
waiting to explode. 

Do the right thing. Fight back, organize and let 
your deep passions flow until the world stops, the 
wealthy surrender and negotiations among free 
people commence. 

Chiao, Bolivanto, Au voi. Aloha, Later. 

—Almond 

DEAFWORDS@HCrTMAfL.COM 


MorfIx KEEP Mat'. \ 


I loved you , so / drew these tides of men Into my hands and 
wrote my will across the sky in stars. To earn you Freedom. 

—Thomas Lawrence, 1937 


The War of 
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the 21st Century 


confidence." The ideology of perpetual growth and 
progress has boiled over, requiring a bigger cauldron 
each time we turn up the heat. Only now, there seems 
to be a hole in our cauldron, as the invisible hand 
shrinks away from the scalding mess that is spilling out 
and threatening to quell our economic fire. 

We have to remember in the midst of 
our new preoccupation with terrorism 
and war that the call to revive consumer 
confidence, to correct our economic 
"downturn," was already becoming clear. 

Our consumer war was already in full 
swing. In this new twist to the same old 
war, the "defenders of justice" from the 
richest nation in the world are fighting 
against some of the richest men in the 
world. We have seen in clear terms 
that the terrorists we are now hunting 
created their own wealth by playing 
the stock market and running their 
own multinational corporate empires. 

The invisible hand has been feeding 
both the beast and its hunter. 

Expressing dissent in this patriotic 
climate over a war between good and 
evil is a dangerous prospect: to criticize 
the hunter infers sympathy for the beast. 


How can you choose sides when both use violence to 
achieve their goals? 

The victims of the consumer war are uncountable 
and do not reside in twin towers. They are the poor 
and disenfranchised, forest-dwellers and indigenous 
cultures brutally pushed aside in the name of 
expansion and growth. Big business does 
not drop missiles from airplanes or use the 
airplanes themselves as missiles. It uses 
us — our consumer confidence — to eat 
away the very foundation upon which 
all life must stand. 

Our war on terrorism, vague as it is, 
can at least produce the names and 
faces of the 22 "most wanted" and tar- 
get their training camps where we know 
them to exist. In contrast, the voice of 
dissent can only turn against itself; it is 
neither for nor against the American 
way. It is the American way. Let us not 
forget that the virtue of this great na- 
tion rests in allowing dissent and free- 
dom of thought to thrive. Let us not 
continue walking blindly down the 
shopping aisle as though love of the 
country can be purchased at Walmart. 



and an unknown number of ducklings trom Whistling 
Wings, a duck breeding facility in Hanover. Illinois on 
labor Day. Whistling Wings is one of the largest duck 
breeding facilities in the US. It breeds and ships ducks and 
ducklings to hunting and game farms, taxidermists and 
research facilities worldwide. 

On April 28, ALF rescuedmore than 230 ducklings from 
the Cornell University Duck Laboratory in Eastport, New’ 
York. In that action, All physically removed alt the ani- 
mals and brought them to a sanctuary. 


Police Greet Protesters at BLM Umber Auction 

On September 30, a band of 30 peaceful protesters 
showed up tb demonstrate their opposition to misguided, 
federal logging policies in Oregon, They found the Salem 
Bureau of Land Management (BXM) ; office in a state of 
"emergency closure" and were met with an overwhelming 
iorce of more than 65 heavily armed and undercover 
federal, state and local police officers. 

As camouflaged snipers walked the roof, a SWAT 
team stood guard and undercover federal agents photo- 
graphed members of the public. Undaunted, activists 


erected a 25-foot tripod in front of the BLM's door in a 

symbolic action designed to show that any logging of 

ancient forests on public lands will be met with deter- 

mined nonviolent civil disobedience and protest. 
■"[hi\ kind of over-reaction today shows how willing 

our federal government is to subsidize the timber in- 

dustry at the expense of everything else— -fish, wildlife, 
clean water and the public," said Donald Fontenot of 
the Cascadia Forest Alliance. 

The Rusty Saw timber sale will, by the BLM's own 
admission, greatly increase fire risk in the forest and 
sits only three miles northwest of the extremely contro- 
versial Eagle timber sales near Portland. No one bid on 
the Rusty Saw sale, temporarily saving the area. A 
spokesperson for the BLM commented that the lack of 

bids may have been because of the protesters' presence. 

The Fawn Creek timber sale proposes to log mature 
Douglas fir trees between 70 and 130 years old just 
three miles from tin Opal Creek Scenic Restoration 
Area, threatening the last remaining healthy fish run 
for Upper Willamette steelhi ad and Chinook. The Fawn 
Creek sale was auctioned off to Freres Lumber Com- 
pany from Lyons, Oregon. 
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A power-of-the-people wolf to a coalition of rural 
Nevadans, the Center for Biological Diversity, West- 
ern Land Exchange Project and other environmental 
organizations for driving away potential buyers at a 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land auction in 
Lincoln County, Nevada. The October 12 auction, which 
officials had expected to generate at least three-and-a- 
half million dollars was a miserable failure because the 
coalition scared potential bidders away by filing appeals 
on the BLM's inadequate pre-sale environmental review. 
Of the 6,500 acres up for sale, only 112 acres were sold. 

The filing of the appeal caused BLM officials to require 
that bidders sign an agreement that any land sold would 
return to public hands in the event of the appeal's success. 

A lone-dissenter wolf to Representative Barbara Lee of 
California for acting on her principals and casting the only 
vote opposing President Bush's war resolution on Septem- 
ber 15. The resolution authorized the president to use "all 
necessary and appropriate force" against anyone associ- 
ated with the September 1 1 terrorist attacks. 

Lee's prepared statement to Congress acknowledged 
the pain and moral outrage of the attacks, while urging 
restraint and stating that military action will not pre- 
vent further acts of terrorism, will kill non-combatants 
and cause the situation to spiral out of control. Her vote 
prompted death threats and hate mail and gave others 
the courage to speak out. 

A not-afraid-to-be-called-a-heretic wolf to Wiscon- 
sin Senator Russ Feingold for being the one voice in the 

Senate to oppose the new draconian "USA Act of 

2001" (S. 1510). Also 
^ nOWn ^ ^ 




A not-afraid-to- 
Vjfl&Uj swim-upstream 
' wolf to Georgia 

Representa- 
five Cynthia 
■frmk McKinney for 
v \§r» sending an apol- 
y ogy letter to Saudi 

Prince Alwaleed bin 
Talal after the prince's 
$10 million donation was re- 
jected by New York Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani. Giuliani's 


refusal was prompted by the prince's suggestion that US 
policy in the Middle East was partly to blame for the 
September 1 1 attacks. 

In the letter, McKinney said she regretted that Giuliani 
had turned down the donation. "Whether he agreed with 
you or not," McKinney wrote. "I think he should have 
recognized your right to speak and make observations 
about a part of the world which you know so well." 

An unabashed, enthusiastic, Woody-Guthrie-would- 
be-proud wolf to all activists not afraid to be attacked as 
"terrorists" or be labeled un-American for opposing the 
war-mania sweeping the US. As the multitudes of sheep 
bleat and wave their flags, a courageous minority have 
managed to keep their wits about them and stand up to 
the madness. 

A timber-industry-greenwashed poodle to the 
American Forest and Paper 
Association's Sustainable For- 
estry Initiative (SFI) Pro- faj&a 
gram for certifying Pacific Jr* 

Lumber Company's (PL) ffjp 
wood products as pro- ^ _ 

duced from "sustainably 

managed forests." * '•. * 

"Our pursuit and i 

successful comple- f / 

tion of the SFI Pro- ' ‘ f J*' 

gram certification l 

process assures 

our customers 

and neighbors 0 

that we are com- 

mitted to meeting the needs of sod- vM® ( B liS* 
ety and protecting the environment," 
said PL Chairman John Campbell. 

An oxymoronic, Orwellian-doublespeak poodle to 
researchers for working on what they call "green bombs " 
filled with "environmentally friendly" explosives. 

The aim of the research is to replace potentially toxic 
metals and chlorine-based chemicals with materials like 
nitrogen, oxygen, hydrogen and carbon. The new bombs 
will be just as effective at killing the enemy but will not risk 
the health of the soldiers using them. 

Researchers working for the German Army have pat- 
ented at least two new "environmentally friendly" explo- 
sives, which so far have not been used in the field. 

Awe-can't-leave-a-single-speck-of-the-planet-wild 
poodle to the US Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth 
for preparing a plan to log 37 million board feet of 
timber from a 64,000-acre, unspoiled island in Alaska's 
Tongass National Forest. To promote jobs to bolster 
the state's ailing timber industry, the plan would allow 
the construction of up to 22 miles of roads on Gravina 
Island, a completely wild stretch of temperate rainforest 
near Ketchikan, Alaska — an area previously protected 
under President Clinton's Roadless Initiative. 


Page 32 Earth First! Samhain 2001 





by Marc Davis 

A few days ago, I stood in front of a 
federal judge as he sentenced me to six 
years in prison on monkeywrenching 
charges; I had destroyed machinery 
with the intention of slightly slow- 
ing the accelerating destruction of 
our planet. 

A few days from now, I will begin to 
serve my term. I am in terrible pain at 
the thought of separation from my 
two little daughters. I am a severe 
claustrophobe and lost 40 pounds in 
the two months of incarceration that 
followed my arrest. Prison will be more 
than usually difficult for me. But none 
of it matters much in the context of 
the crisis in which we find ourselves. 

We humans are collectively killing 
this planet and dooming our own chil- 
dren by indulging in an orgy of con- 
sumption and denial. The killing is 
quite legal: Whatever fragile legisla- 
tive protections are enacted to slow it 
are abandoned when it becomes eco- 
nomically inconvenient to retain 
them. We yearly release millions of 
tons of chemical and radioactive poi- 
sons into our food, air and water — 


species will become extinct in the next 
few decades. The battle over environ- 
mental issues is not about logging jobs 
versus hiking trails. It is about the 
continued existence of lifeforms 
higher than the cockroach on this 
planet. We are losing. 

We are gobbling the seed stock of life 
and pretending that the free lunch can 
go on forever. The biosphere in which 
our species evolved has served to sus- 
tain us quite well for millennia. Yet 
those who seek to stop the brutal 
assault on our shared home are con- 
demned as radicals by men whose 
self-proclaimed conservatism is really 
nothing more than a demand to be al- 
lowed to enrich themselves at any cost. 

An intelligent conservative knows 
some deep truths, including the illu- 
sory nature of free lunches and the 
inadvisability of taking irreversible 
actions without understanding the 
consequences. Our behavior is neither 
intelligent nor conservative. 

I have learned through working 
with the dying and the addicted about 
the incredible power of denial in the 
human psyche. Denial is what allows 
the addict to consume more poison, 


poisons that in some cases carry the 
threat of harm for 1 00 times longer 
than humans have had written ♦ 4 
records. The Smithsonian In- f 
stitute recently informed us i 
that one-third to one- —f rsY) 
half of all existing cEP 


allows 



the smoker to assign that pain 
in his lungs to a tem- 
porary cold. The dy- 
Sjffijljft;.; ing progress through 
||||pK:';. certain easily recog- 
nizable stages on their 
Bp* journey. Denial is first, 
c flp r followed by bargain- 
Kwjp:. ing, anger and finally, 
Hjjlfc- for those fortunate 
enough to reach it, 
peace and acceptance. 
_ We are as a culture and 

I species mostly in the 
denial stage, with a ten- 
tative reach into bar- 
gaining as we accept the 
need to recycle a few of 
the most convenient items 


we demand from our industry. De- 
nial seldom solves anything, but it 
does allow an extended period of 
pretend well-being and good feel- 
ings. Our cultural denial is reinforced 
by an economy that is structured in 
such a way that survival can only be 
assured by growth. 

Growth by its very nature means an 
increase in the speed efficiency of 
environmental destruction. All of our 
political and corporate leaders owe 
their wealth and their power to 
growth. Anyone who says that infi- 
nite growth on a finite planet is 
impossible is ridiculed. Denial has 
become official policy. 

There are two forms of biological 
growth. A healthy organism is born, 
grows to its genetically programmed 
size, reproduces and dies. Cancer is 
also growth, a wild replication of 
one form of a cell at the expense of 
all others in an organism. Un- 
checked, cancer kills its host and 
itself. Industrial civilization is a can- 
cer on the body of the Earth. We 
must change course if we wish our 
children to survive. 

If what my three colleagues and I did 
has no effect other than to further dam- 
age an already tattered social contract, 
then I apologize for my part in it. That 
was not the point. I acknowledge the 
necessity of courts and laws, and I ac- 
cept my prison term. But I am not sorry. 

We are in desperate trouble on this 
Earth, and unless the thick veil of 
denial is torn, we will march ourselves 
and the beings with which we share 
this planet into possible extinction. 

Our actions were an attempt, ill con- 
ceived or not, to wake our dreaming 
society. The effort was made not for 
personal gain but on behalf of all be- 
ings and their unborn offspring. I hope 
someone is listening. 

Back issues of the EF!J are available for 
$5 each or $500 for our 21 -year set. 
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continued from page 3 

Dear SFB, 

I would like to make it clear 
that in Free's statement in 
court he stated his opinion 
which in some ways repre- 
sent mine, but in other ways 
I disagree with him. 1 respect 
Jeff and his opinions very 
much, but in his statement 
he said he couldn't justify his 
actions "Any more then one 
can justify the destruction of 
the environment for profit. 
They are both wrong.' It's 
possible I'm misunderstand- 
ing the intent ot his state- 
ment, so let me explain how 
I feel: The only things 
" wrong" with the ac tion were 
i hat It wasn't done on a larger 
scale and that we got caught. 

I will justify my actions only 
byjllying 1 believe it is my 
dutp ; |o destroy as much capi- 
tal as is necessary to bring the 
cm rent ecocidal domination 
to an end. "The Barth is not 
dying it's being killed and 
those who are lulling it hav t 
names and ad< I ressev " So let's 
go get these motherfuckers, 
we know where they are. 

Free, I love you hro, 

> — Critter 

Dear Shit For Brains, 

I would like to address tin- 
issues of yelling in our move- 
ment. Too often, people who 
call themselves anarchists will 
use the weapons of patriarchy 
at their disposal. People raise 
their voices, and when doing 
this, they use this abusive be- 
havior to achieve a position 
of dominance. Most of us can 
remember being abused by 
our parents. We've decided 
that physical violence is so- 
cially unacceptable, but ver- 
bal violence is a norm in our 
society. But when has yelling 
at a friend or fellow organizer 
ever resolved a conflict? Many 
people will justify this by say- 
ing that "Yelling relieves ten- 
sion, and prevents physical 
violence." I think that this is a 
cop-out, and a rationalization 


to prevent personal growth. 
While yelling at a protest is a 
good and healthy thing, yell- 
ing at your fellow organizers 
is a weapon of privilege. 

Raising your voice puts you 
in a battle for dominance. I 
would like to encourage ev- 
eryone who reads this to con- 
sider this issue a matter of 
personal growth. We must 
learn to not use the weapons 
of patriarchy, so we must de- 
velop behavior skills that 
work in harmony with our 
beliefs. I know it can be done. 
I've been a member of a 
worker owped coop for almost 
| |lg i8rears now, and I've never 
heard one of my cu- workers 
yell at another. While things 
do get t n tense . we always com- 
municate trom a position oi 
respect, and equalitv. 

—Aeon Blue.? 

Dear SFB, 

This letter is to reveal a dis- 
turbing trend in the EF! move- 
ment that, despite the rise in 
, anarchistpolit ics, seems to lin- 
ger indirect action campaigns. 
Recently an I F! action in my 
region was accompanied by a 
press release and press work 
that demanded that a govern- 
ment agency "enforce all ted- 

continue blockading the 
project until such time. Many 
of the participants in the ac- 
tion are anarchists, and yet 
none of them had any say in 
the media message. One per- 
son was the media spokes- 
woman, and her reformist 
politics defined the thrust of 
the entire action. I would like 
to urge folks to take part in 
media work and hold those 
who rush to the spotlight ac- 
countable to the rest of the 
group. There is no reason why 
an Earth First! action should 
demand the compliance of a 
genocidal, colonial govern- 
ment who only seeks to co- 
opt all dissent. 

No Compromise! 

— The French Broad 


Dear EF! 

Has EF!'s nonviolent phi- 
losophy taken a U-turn with 
the move to Tucson? Your 
header above the list of pris- 
oners is really offensive, espe- 
cially in light of the Sept. 1 1 
tragedy. Ted Kaczynski is "in 
there for us"?! Ted Kaczynski 
is a murderer who knowingly 
and willingly maimed and 
killed human beings. He is no 
different from the Sept. 11 
terrorists whose warped 
minds were somehow able to 
justify blowing up people. 

You provide an excellent ser- 
vice. No other publical ion that 
I'm aware of < ompilcs such an 
extensive coverage of frontline 
envirojbptties. DoftT compro- 
mise yotu effectiveness or tiu 
environmental community In 
sanctioning terrorism. 

— 1 EVA SCRUOUS 

Editors ' Note: Ted Kaczynski 
will no longer be listed on the 
Journal's prisoner support page. 

Ted hmself says tJui Jrfllppi 
shotddn 't waste time or energy' 
debating this instead of taking 
action. We agree: You go Ted. 

Dear SFB, .... 

I just got your new issue, 
and I was disappointed to see 
i ii.il the article on the 
Olympics only mentioned 
the liberal group's website, 
www.anti2002.org/. This 
group is not even willing to 
say publicly that they are 
against the Olympics because 
they think that's too radical. 
The most in-your-face they 
have gotten is the domain 
name. The banner on the 
website clearly says, "Ques- 
tion the Olympics, challenge 
the five-ring circus." Is it re- 
ally that radical to say that 
one is against something? 
CANOE (Citizen Activist Net- 
work Olympic Education) 
thinks so. They will only say 
that they are against poverty, 
environmental destruction, 
etc. In the article in the Jour- 
nal, it was written that, "Per- 
haps the activists can come 


together and fight the Olym- 
pics — not solely for being 
sponsored by corporations or 
for causing environmental 
damage, but also for the ide- 
ology created and the nation- 
alist world of global capital 
they inspire." 

Anyway, I am the web mas- 
ter for www.burntheolymp 
ics.org. We have been consis- 
tently trashed in the media 
by members of CANOE. Un- 
like CANOE, our website has 
Utah-specific iffe instead of 


repripts of 
SydneyOsJymp 
inlotm.ition on 

Kn '’ w,lb ‘i* the ] 
tire dangerous seci 
and AArhai^lfeeay 
protest in ^-pplicl s 
We are also one < 
protest gt$d|ps pi. 
pd&e the/lbubtr 
hasn't been quick 
in oaths pT°-.|im er ij 
wagon and sacj 
agenda for that c 
media and pro-func^ising. 

I was wondering if we could 
also get some space in the Jour- 
nal for an analysis of what the 
September 1 1 actions will mean 
for protesters to the Olympics. 
It's fucking nuts what people 
will be going up against. 

— Sabrina 
Editors' Note: The best way 
to get over your disappointment 
is to submit articles yourself. 
Tell us what we can do to bum 
the Olympics. 



Dear Shit-fur Brainy Editors, 

Your distinguished rag-mag 
will probably shy away from 
direct analysis of the ramifica- 
tions of the September 1 1 "At- 
tack on America"... So, I'll just 
try and say this: If Radicals 
don't seize this moment's 
opening to crusade "Their 
Truths" then the victims of the 
World Trade Center spectacle 
will have truly died in vain. 

For years every "leade: " I 
have argued with could < 
defend the twisted lies that 
most environmental groups 
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expose by pleading . But the 
people aren't ready for the 
truth!" But, "There is no col- 
lapse of industrialism and no 
permanent end to US cultural 
and economic domination 
without massive suffering and 
many deaths. We are already 
engaged in an eco-social war 
and if we don't direct its 
course the "ends will crucify 
our passivity." 

Death, sacrifice and chaos 
deserve direct responses. The 
moral of Sept. 1 1 is that people 
who work for corporations 
and the political elite who are 
killing this planet are all le- 
gitimate targets to many 
people, groups and na- 
tions. Or do you think that 
Iran or Colombian chil- 
dren are better targets? The 
USA better do more than 
"wake-up. " Negotiate a sur- 
render of wealth, power 
and plunder or spiral into 
the darkest days of 
humanity's failed experi- 
ment of "Civilization." 

— Mark my words 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

The lamest thing I've 
ever read in the Journal 
was the so called "critique" 
entitled "Give up Activ- 
ism" (Geronimo issue), 
which the editors claim 
"applies equally well" to 
N. America and Britain. I dis- 
agree. It applies to neither, 
because it is a huge pile of 
bullshit wrapped up in over- 
intellectualized, pretentious 
jargon. The very first line of 
this essay is an example of the 
reasoning that follows. "The 
activist is a specialist or an 
expert in social change". This 
absolutist statement is used 
as a basis for the faulty rea- 
soning that follows. Fortu- 
nately it is absurd. Very few 
activists are experts. Most are 
genuine amateurs who feel 
compelled to take action of 
some sort, for the sake of a 
cause based on a variety of 
motivations and reasons. 


The hopelessly, over-edu- 
cated author claims that "the 
worldview of activism is domi- 
nated by guilt and duty". 
Though this may be true for 
some, it is outrageous to think 
that this is true for all. Wake 
up! The author ought to try 
asking some real-life activists 
what "dominates their 
worldview" and they will 
probably get a multitude of 
answers, like, "go fuck off you 
sorry-ass, academically-re- 
tarded, loser", or more polite 
and true to the point answers 
such as: moral outrage, frus- 
tration, compassion, anger, 
sadness and love, just to name 


a few. Hey author, why don't 
you give up your self-loath- 
ing, anti-activist attitude and 
go outside in the rain and 
dance, scream and sing silly 
songs until you feel better. 
Your whole essay is a morbid, 
untrue, thumb-up-your-ass, 
winge (whine) because you 
haven't had enough fun lately. 
You claim that the "activity of 
an activist is a dull and sterile 
routine". Well speak for your- 
self. Obviously your activism 
is, and herein lies your prob- 
lem. Activism isn't always fun, 
but it's up to all of us to make 
it fun, as much as possible, as 
often as we can. And it's up to 
us to take time off and party, 


make love, make art, enjoy 
life, go for hikes in the wilder- 
ness, spend a day (or a week) 
exploring beaches or forests 
or deserts or doing nothing 
political whatsoever. If you 
don't, you'll burn out and 
grow cynical and morose and 
old and intellectual and lame, 
like the author of "Give up 
Activism" and you'll start us- 
ing stuffy words like "milieu", 
and "untactical". 

The author also falsely 
claims that "As an activist you 
have to deny your own de- 
sires because your political 
activity is defined such that 
these things do not count as 


'politics'". Which is probably 
true for the author and ex- 
plains a lot why he/she is so 
fucked up in the head. Here 
are some quotes from famous 
activists that might help. "If 
sex hurts, you're not doing it 
right" — anonymous (substi- 
tute sex for activism and you'll 
have the same problem) "If I 
can't dance, I don't want any 
part of your revolution." — 
Emma Goldman, "Let your 
actions define the finer points 
of your philosophy."— Ed 
Abbey. Will I give up activ- 
ism? Never. Will I modify it 
when needed, and take breaks 
from it? Absolutely!! 

—Joe Mama 


Dear SFB, 

I didn't believe it when I 
read in your June/July issue 
that some ELFer had burned 
SUVs at a car dealership and 
some others had burned down 
some random condo. This is a 
waste of good incendiary de- 
vices and people's time and 
effort and makes the rest of the 
movement look bad. Car deal- 
ers and condo owners are not 
the enemy! (The car dealer said 
it himself. "I am not General 
Motors!"). The causes of global 
warming and urban sprawl are 
the car manufacturers in De- 
troit and the oil companies. 

It is just plain stupid (and 
damned dangerous to the 
movement) to target lower 
level functionaries and un- 
suspecting victims of the sys- 
tem. Instead, pay attention 
to one of the EF! mottoes: 
Strike at the roots. Find a 
way to shut down the head- 
quarters, factories, research 
labs, refineries, officers and 
distribution centers of the 
multinationals. If you can't 
use incendiaries because of 
possible harm to people or 
animals, take out their elec- 
tricity, water, sewage, tele- 
phone and cable lines and 
make it difficult or impos- 
sible to reconnect. 

There are hundreds of 
targets. Do some research 
to find out where they are but 
don't use your home com- 
puter — they track your access! 
Use public access Internet or 
an industrial directory or na- 
tional 800 directory in a li- 
brary (don't ask the librarian, 
just look for it. Remember 
security culture!). Here are a 
few examples: 

Oil companies: refineries, 
headquarters, distribution de- 
pots. Chemical companies: 
Dow, Monsanto, Solution, 
Ortho, Bayer, etc. — factories, 
sales offices. Crop genetic 
engineering: Monsanto, 
Syngenta (Novartis), Aventis, 
Delta & Pine Land — headquar- 
continued on next page 



Jkxe you listening? 
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continued from previous page 
ters, seed factories, labs, seed 
distributors. Paper and wood 
companies: Weyerhauser, 
Georgia-Pacific, James River, 
etc. — headquarters, pulp and 
paper plants, wood mills, dis- 
tribution warehouses. Drug 
companies: Pfizer, Schering, 
Pharmacia (Upjohn), etc. — 
headquarters, warehouses. 
Tobacco companies: Phillip 
Morris, Lorrilard, Reynolds, 
etc. — Headquarters, facto- 
ries. Human and animal 
genetic engineering 
(deadly "genetherapy", 
xenotransplantation, and 
cloning): just refer to Mass- 
achusetts, Washington DC or 
Raleigh, NC phone books! 

Please be careful. They will 
send agents to try to find you. 
Don't leave trails and don't 
hurt people or animals. Be 
creative, but discreet. 

Sincerely 

— Morpheus 

p.s. Cellphone towers are 
also easy: just cut the round 
(coax) lines; if you can get 
access to the radio shack, take 
out the amps, transmitters, 
and receivers. But don't cut 
the power to the tower lights, 
or planes will crash into the 
towers and people will get 
killed. (If you make a mistake 
and take out the lights, call 
someone to fix it fast!) 

Greetings in Solidarity! 

I have been greatly enjoying 
the Earth First! Journals. They 
have been very interesting and 
very informative. As an Afrikan 
political activist/organizer/ 
revolutionary 1 had considered 
the environmental movement 
to be a white movement and a 
white issue. I have been con- 
cerned about "environmental 
racism" . The dumps/hazardous 
waste, chemical plants, airports, 
train tracks and major pollut- 
ers are relegated to the poor 
communities and primarily to 
communities of people of color. 


I am learning a great deal 
from the Earth First! Journals. 
Continue your excellent work. 
I appreciate the Journal. 

Relentlessly, 

— Mafundi 

p.s. Why not cover some of 
the environmental issues par- 
ticular to the Afrikan com- 
munity and other people of 
color communities — other 
than the Native Americans/ 
Indigenous people. Broaden 
your coverage and broaden 
your base. 

There is a big environmen- 
tal struggle going on in San 
Francisco in regards to the 
Naval Yard there and an at- 
tempt to build more hazard- 
ous waste sites in the Afrikan 
communities plus other envi- 
ronmental issues. They could 
certainly need some support. 

Dear SFB, 

William P. Meyers' defen- 
sive approach was one way 
to respond to the criticism 
leveled against Earth Libera- 


tion Front (ELF) action in 
northern Wisconsin. Meyers 
responded to a letter to EF! 
criticizing ELF for destroy- 
ing 500 trees in a federal 
forestry laboratory near 
Rhinelander. The trees were 
ostensibly products of selec- 
tive breeding rather than 
genetic modification (see 
EF!J, August-Sept. 2001). 

However I believe ELF 
misses a great opportunity 
by not generously admitting 
that the action could have 
been a mistake, the target 
not well selected. Poorly cho- 
sen targets have been com- 
mon, too common really, 
throughout history. The mili- 
tary examples are most egre- 
gious of course, but such 
screw-ups are not limited to 
armed conflict. 

By admitting mistakes ELF 
will gain two things. First the 
movement demonstrates a hu- 
mility and graciousness that 
sets it apart from the agents of 
environmental destruction. 


And consequently, from the 
disenchanted masses ELF will 
gain, not sympathy really, but 
genuine respect and a cautious 
willingness to allow ELF to 
pass freely among them. 

Second the admission of 
mistakes puts a burden on 
those involved in activities 
not threatening to the envi- 
ronment to clearly distin- 
guish themselves from those 
who are. Global consequences 
should be very much at the 
fore of our consciousness for 
all our endeavors. ELF actions 
and the potential for ELF ac- 
tions can foster such a con- 
sciousness, but only if such a 
distinction is integral to ELF 
philosophy. There must be 
some clear set of guidelines 
for avoiding ELF retaliation. 

ELF and related move- 
ments are in position to carry 
on a great tradition as old as 
history, of spontaneous di- 
rect action. Honor that tra- 
dition by acknowledging 
humble origins and human 
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fallibility. Our hearts are 
with you. 

— The Ancient Mariner 
Dear SFB, 

Many thank for the May- 
June issue of the EF!f. It has 
been very encouraging, and 
has helped to lift my spirits 
past the concrete, steel and 
razor wire, by which I am 
surrounded. Incarceration 
can, and often does, destroy 
many good people unfortu- 
nate enough to get caught up 
in this capitalist, greedy "In- 
justice system." 

So to all of my brothers 
and sisters who are tangled 
up in this farce of correc- 
tional centers "keep your 
chin up and don't let them 
grind you down!" 

Down with the prison cor- 
poration of America! Up with 
the people! 

I would also like to reply to 
the letter from Ramona in the 
SFB columns. Since I have no 
access to a computer or email 
(oh damn). I will just have to 
hope you read this. Kudos for 
your strength, persistence and 
courage in the fight with your 
school! It is very encouraging 
to see that you did not give 
up even when the chips were 
stacked against you. Keep up 
the good work. 

If you, or any other family 
members, would like to write 
I will write back. 

Peace, love and autonomy, 
— Tracy "Turkey" Booth 
ICC G-202-A 
POB 70010 
Boise, ID 83707 

Greetings People: 

I write you from the con- 
fines of one of the US of A's 
human warehouse's com- 
monly called "the United States 
Penitentiary." Hopefully you 
will publish what I have to say 
if not then I'll assume "free 
speech" is only for those you 
grant it to? But in all truth I 
believe you will consider what 
I have to say just as important. 


Before I begin as a Federal 
government prisoner I sadly 
cannot afford the cost of your 
"great" publication, so I am 
in hopes that not only will 
you grant me a free subscrip- 
tion but that when you hope- 
fully print what I have to say 
you will include my address? 
cause I really support men- 
tally threw letters. 

I know my hand writing 
and spelling and other english 
grammar is poor, but print 
me as I spell as I wish others 
to know "me." 

Did readers 1 want to thank 
you for making a stand. As I 
rot in the United 
States Peniten- 
tiary placed here 
by my own gov- 
ernment. I listen 
to so many in- 
mates cry about 
how bad our 
government is, I 
ask them before 
your crime the 
government 
charged you 
with what did 
you do to fight 
the govern- 
ment? That's 
the end of the 
subject. 

But great folks 
have stood up 
and I for one am 
proud. Much of my past stand 
in my part of my war on gov- 
ernment, logging, Giant Cor- 
porations I can not speak on as 
our government calls it a crime. 

Yet I was there at Seabrook 
nuclear plant at the 1979 pro- 
test. A few months before 
Three Mile Island I was there 
then it went wrong. I've stood 
up to stop the killing of whales, 
seals, tree's, even our back 
yards. How many of you had 
woods where you grew up now 
to only see Giant malls. It is at 
the destruction of mother na- 
ture that the rich get richer. I 
figure the tree that once was 
our tree house is where the 
bathroom is in a mall. 


Never give up hope big 
brother can and must be stood 
up to. Certain brothers and 
sisters know our past nuclear 
protest. Even as one person we 
can and will bring about 
change. We must stop the de- 
struction. Changing the desert 
to city's like Vegas, destroying 
mountain tops for coal, which 
same coal pollutes. Daily in 
your local paper you can read 
some sort of destruction of our 
mother earth. 

Soon I shall be free to take 
my stand I hope all my 
brother and sisters will stand 
with me. For now your letters 


and support would put that 
smile where one seldom 
seems to be. 

— Robert Grant 
#09545-055 
USP Lewisburg 
POB 1000 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

I recently received and read 
your August 2001 issue. I en- 
joyed reading it. I find you 
active. I have several com- 
ments on 2 of your articles. In 
the first, "Lockdown Society," 
I thought it was a good ar- 
ticle. However, I was left want- 
ing to know more about the 
forging of the coalition in 


Wayne Co. How did those 
folks do that? I imagine oth- 
ers would like to learn from 
these folks. And, what to do 
as projects to replace such 
prison building. 

Secondly, in re: "Not Fight- 
ing for the Holy Land: To Be 
Radical Environmentalists in 
Israel." I found it mind-bog- 
gling that there was no ac- 
knowledgment of the fact that 
the area is a settler-area, land 
seized from the Palestinian 
people! How does one be a 
radical environmentalist in a 
situation of historical conflict 
over guardianship of the 


land? While it is of course 
right on to support preserva- 
tion of the land and animals, 
how about preservation of the 
people who lived there? What 
about "confronting oppres- 
sion" there? 

For liberation and justice, 
— Marilyn Buck 
#004482-285 
5701 8th St Camp Parks B 
Dublin, CA 94568 


Send letters to the editors to: 

Dear Shit Fer Brains 
c/o Earth First! Journal 
POB 3023 

rucson, A/. 85702-3023 

— 



Is this {four answer? 


Less than 500 words/ please 


November-December 2001 Earth First! Page 37 






w 

wheM 
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WAR IS MURDER ON THE EARTh 

xTk 


WHE^^mEE FALLS'TSrfttElEORE^^f:, 

There is a silly zen koan which asksifa freeffltmg 
in the forest makes any sound ifnobt>^'is^iyiilitn.y 
I emailed Mom for the answer, as foll&wfff 


WAR IS MURDER ON THE EARTH 

WnM,p the towers fell in flames 

S End of Summer in the Spirit Bear Rainforest 
le ancient canopy whispered water to wake the 
oms below the 
„ green moss. 


To: Mother Earth 
From: Me 

If the world's what we just hear and see, 

Then it seems that it really could be: 

When a tree hits the ground 

And no human's around 

All is silence. Please comment. Love, Me. 

To: You 

From: Mother Earth 

'Tis sad you still need to discover 
All life is your sister and brother. 

So when trees start to fall, 

They all hear. Most of all: 

I'm always nearby. Love, Your Mother 

— Uncle Ramon The nickname of a 
retired life insurance salesman 
named Robert Amon — Ramon, get 


^OienTheVgr, hysteria, and pestilence broke out 
x V \ It was Autumn in the Wild Rockies 

V v The heat and great fires finally withered, and dying leaves 
' V x — whimpered softly 

nonetheless. 


And when the truth about us is blatantly made manifest 

— for ALL to see 

It will be Winter on Black Mesa 

The sun will still trick the grass and the sheep and the 

— coyotes into 

short-lived but brilliant blue delusions. 

So if we end up killing ourselves 
There will be Spring for somebody else 
With a vibrant south wind and shifting splashes of waxing 
— sunlight they still 
call Home. 




— The 


RECOLLECTIONS 


— Terry Krieger 


Walking down a dusty road, 

The sky is baby blue, 

Cotton candy floating by; 

Up high, a hawk is too. 

The sun is warm, the breeze is sligl 
So the branches slowly sway, 

And the smell of pine comes driftin 
From the woods across the way. 

I cross the field of wildflowers; 
And head down to the stream, 

Do you really wonder why 
I choose THIS place to dream? 


it? — US Prosecuting Attorneys insist 
on calling it an "alias. ") 


There is Hope but not for us 

Gaia evolves 

May 
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Dusty bones in moonlight, 
buttes above prairie 
juniper under sky 

Over cattle guards, through gates and cow pies, 

out of the doors we live within and under the open sky, 

I seek a place for sleep. 

Where is wolf? Buffalo? 

Bear? — Old man in his furs 

Wild tenants who lack proper currency, 

They all took off, a beat up old ex-Hogfarm Rainbow People school bus full of 
the wild, driven by wine-swilling pissed-pants coyote, bound for some god- 
knows-where town in Mexico. 

Wind in the Juniper 
voice of the land 

Listen! It says 


I am the song of the prairie 
death chant of Old Ones 
voice of seasons, moons, storms 
grand web you've forgotten: 
in love you kill, eat, die, are eaten. 

Chicken plucked from barnyard rivalries, 
steer, never to know heifer, but the rancher's 
— castrating knife. 

Wild cries as you stalk aisles 
supermarket hunters 

Peas, potatoes, carrots tom fro ; 
to make new flesh and bone — 
presidents and postal worker : 
televangelists and teachers. 

But the chain is circle 
delight of fungus, molds, 
we mulch our way to 
marvelous, spiritual 
— everywhere, 
meat of love in an A 


Under juniper I dream 
of a new America 
where two-legged, four-legged, 
winged and swimming 
all find voice 

America 
seamless 
wild 

her great prairies un fenced 
where grasses heave through pavemei 
weave the bones of long dead cattle, 
where bison thunder across ■ 
and the wolfs howl run, 
in our blood. 

—‘M.icfiaeC'AcCams 


SALMON FILETS 
Passing the meat counter 
At the back of Jewel I saw 
Long, red salmon filets 
For sale. 

Whose are they? 

Only the day before 
read about nine grizzlies 
feryin^to death in British Columbia. 

undered into a village where salmon run no more, 
cial fishing 

ing the bears, wasting the natives, 
strong, proud grizzly, 
m 

nd fur as winter approaches 
ould be fat and rich on fish flesh. 


don’t feed the poor in the ghetto, 
ey? 

ion is long and cold and cruel 
bears are beaten 
The fishing industry 

Masters the iniquity of unrepentant torture 
As it pillages deeper 

Into a world so recently blinding with life. 


—Jenny McBride 


Send poems to: 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501 

Berkeley , CA 94712-5501 
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continued from page S 

I also think it is important that we make a strong, 
visible presence in the streets, that we don't voluntarily 
relinquish the one political space in which we have been 
able to have a significant Impact. 

it is hard to predict where the mood of the country 
is going. Direct action is a powerful tool, but 
like a chainsaw it’s not the tool 
you want in every situ- 
ation. Direct ac- 

tion points a * 

spotlight on \ *'| /[ 

an issue, can v A y/ 

directly inter- '• . . , JE N;# 

ferewithanun- - ^ Jf €? ; 

just group or 
situation and 

delegitimize an \ tlf .* /pi 'X\ 

institution or 
policy. Used at the 

wrong moment or . 

without a strong \ . 

base of support, it V. 1. illfe. 

risks legitimizing the 

very institutions we r 

seek to undermine. 

On September 11, 
police gave their lives 
because they stayed in 
a dangerous situation 
helping other people 
get out. A lot of us in 
this struggle talk about 
being willing to die. They 
just did. As individuals, 
the police are of a class 
that does not gain from the 
policies we oppose. Let’s not 
write off the possibility that 
some of them could be 
brought to support us. I want 
peace, not war. 

justice calls to all of us. But t 
justice, to be meaningful, is not -r jfc 
blind vengeance. We need jus- 
tice for the Arab Americans who ^,*>**^ 

live among us. They deserve our 
support and protection. Justice for 
the people of other countries who 
may become our victims. Justice for the many victims 
of ongoing terror around the world and recognition of 
the part we have played in supporting and forging 
that terror. 

I suggest that we all begin a creative thinking pro- 
cess, that we consciously choose to set aside our fears 


and our depression. I suggest that we consider creative 
new alternatives. Can we create not just a protest, but 
moments of public beauty that can transform the world? 
Finally, "faith” and "religion" are being thrown around 
and served up to us in ways that are at 
the moment rather sickening. Reli- 
gion of any denomination can moti- 
X vate the worst acts and be a rationale 
: I f° r hate. And yet it’s hard to get 
v* \ through times like these without 
faith in something. I don’t gener- 
ally like to inflict my spirituality 
*■ on People who might not want 

it. But I feel moved to tell you 
what’s getting me through the 
I \ night, along with the love and 
’ % support of my community. 

S* I \ It's the faith that there is a 

great, creative power that 
- ;; . , works through the living 

' world toward life, diver- 

, , V , ■ , sity, healing and regen- 

i .ni n -to !■ | mer 

Ay'Hi works in us, in our hu- 
man love, in our work 
for justice, in our cour- 
age and our visions . We 
don’t need priests or 
ministers or even 
witches to contact 
that power for us: 
We each have our 
it _ X Jjfpf \ owndtrectline.lt 

exists within us, 
infinite, unlim- 
ited. Ultimately, 
it is stronger 
' , A — .1 \ than fear, 
I \ stronger than 
> Wt 1 \ violence, 

S f V stro n S e * 

\ than hate. 


The Tower repre- 

^ ' seats the destruction of the il- 

lusions we build up around us— the 
shocking realization that we’re part of a larger 
world. In essence the destruction oftheTrade Center has had 
a similar effect on America. This ancient image has parallels 
to the modern one— understanding the deeper meaning that 
we’re connected to an entire world outside our man-made 
realities, is critical to navigating the future safely. 

—John Beske, Red Gate Eabth First! 
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by Prince bin There and Blinked 

Dear Luminousities, Wimyn, Wanks and Gents, welcome to 
the Salon, 

Despite the Fifth Amendment, I want to say that I'm not the 
bin Laden of Turtle Island. Mad jealousy maybe. Is it a guy 
thang or the I'm-the-coolest-revolutionary-around trip that 
gets my goat stinking? Nah, its guilt. If I had just studied more, 
prayed once, fought my way to fame and status or stayed up 
in that damn Luna tree with Butterfly — I could have really 
been somebody well-known, like the "Sultan of Ecotopia." 

I'm not usually the jealous type, or I don't get the chance. 
Girlfriends don't leave me for another guy or girl, they just get 
seriously sensitized tomybroken-record-Jihad-political-economy 
rap. Almost famous for boasts of no personal ^ 

ego, my jealousy must stem from "move- 
ment ego" — a longing for glory. / *! 


Personal Jealousy of Osama 
bin Laden? 

If I had an ego, I'd be jealous. For '^\|T 
one, he is inches taller. He's been JyO 
able to travel more than I have; fUS%i 
though he hasn't ever seen a red- 
wood tree or the grandeur of a Grand fCrn . 
Canyon tourist invasion. His father wflrl 
left him more money than mine did, W 
but mine still talks at least. 

Bin Laden has enough brothers and 
sisters to form one hell of an affinity 
group — practically his own basecamp ! ^ 

(The 17th son of 24, with 28 sisters). /V 
Three wives and 15 children — I'm not 
jealous of that. 

Maybe it's his dark eyes, snazzy beard, £ 
that gaunt hollowness? 

It couldn't be love, faith or power. Could it? 




riding my own magic carpet into the media spotlight of the 
escalating anti-globalization protests. My well-planned 
swoop to fame was more like a silent fart when you're 
trying to impress some drunk buddies with a loud quacker. 

"That stank, Hank." 

I'm pissed. His timing is better than mine — and way 
grander. By November, I was supposed to be hanging 300- 
feet up in a treesit platform between two skyscrapers. Me, an 
instant media celebrity dishing out "the radical gospel" — 
cell phones, live web streaming. Fat chance. 

Mr. "trained-by-the-CIA" bin Laden scooped my action 
and trumped my whole project by changing the world and 
stealing the stage that defines radicalism and resistance. 

I was sure that the ELF would take the microphone away 
from the timid babblers of US eco-moderation — or 

I ven me, oT bin There and Blinked. 

ackup plan was a campaign to chal- 
prawl development in the Southwest 
iwsuits over water. Julia Butterfly 
de a date to plan a fundraising event, 
rimmed my hair and even brushed 
y teeth, all set to rendezvous in 
edona, Arizona on September 14. 
?ep, bin Laden took out two towers 

Maybe This is Personal 

Another year and my writings 
would have been hot! "bin" and I 
have written a lot on international 
affairs and the philosophy of Evil 
(US, of course, and actually quite 
identical arguments). His picture and 
t-shirts are hawked around the world. 
His words are famously infamous. I 
ran’t even put my name to my writ- 
ing, or I'd be pigeon-holed, stereotyped and lose my only 
bit of "Mystery-Charisma" — anonymity. 


The Jealousy of Accomplishment 

There have been other bombings in the US: The Unabomber 
attacks on government and computer executives; the Weather 
Underground bombings of the NYC police station (June 
1970), Long Island courthouse in Queens in solidarity with 
prison riots in NYC (October 1970), the US capital to protest 
the invasion of Laos (March 1971), the Pentagon following 
the bombing of Hanoi and the mining of North Vietnamese 
ports (May 1972); the US Capital by Puerto Rican Independistas; 
the New World Liberation Front powerline bombings (1974- 
79). The biggest "leftist" bombing other than "Madison" was 
when three of the Weather Underground blew themselves up 
in Greenwich Village, New York, 1970. 

None of these had glamor. 

None possessed the fateful timing of September 11. 

Bin Laden caught this summer's wave of anti-American 
sentiment. I thought I was hot on a similar trajectory, 


Bin Laden drove the Soviet Union out of Afghanistan and may 
soon drive the infidels (us) out of Arabia or the whole Middle 
East. I couldn't even get Maxxam out of Humboldt County, 
California. His holy sites are still intact; mine (low elevation 
wilderness) have all been butchered for Japanese chopsticks. 

He's got thousands of martyrs, dozens of heroes 
(Mohammed, Faisal I Abdel- Aziz, Arafat) . I've got my rainbow 
friend David Chain and who else? Patty Hearst? 

I smash TVs to show how pure I am. His Taliban friends 
banned TV completely and hung them from trees in Kabul. 

We both like deserts, mountains, trekking and that rush of 
being on-the-run. I sing hard about dancing on the ruins. 
Ruins follow his wake. He's real. I'm just dreaming delusions. 

Bin Laden is not sad. For sure he's not jealous. He is 
riding an unstoppable current of history. Our impotence 
and fragility are laughable. The West no longer has an 
ounce of bravery left to it. 
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A 500-foot, 
red and white 
bull's-eye will 
be painted on 
Army property 
near California's 
Santa Lucia Moun- 
tains if the US De- 
partment of the Navy 
has its way. The Navy plans 
to use the target — the Doolittle Training Target Area — 
near the edge of Big Sur to teach jet fighter pilots how to 
drop bombs. 

Using planes capable of supersonic speeds, flying an 
estimated 3,000 sorties a year, the Navy would drop 
36,000 practice bombs in a place best known for its silence. 
A naval officer described the exercise as "kindergarten 
training" for fighter pilots at Fort Hunter Liggett. Cur- 
rently, the fort serves as a training ground for Army 
reserves and National Guard. 

Navy officials have defended the bombing plan as key to 
national security, adding that the flights will never reach 
supersonic speeds, will not use live 
bombs nor harm the area's flora and 
fauna. The Navy proposal suggests 


avu Toombs 'Z^’taw 

O vet (ZaU^otnux 

\ 




Inc*** 


This description of a run 
by two MiG jets is equivalent 
to, perhaps with a little less 
throttle, thatofanF-18. Imagine 
this 36,000 times a year. 

"Three puffs of white smoke ap- 
peared at the edge of the plain to our 
south, and another on a ridge beyond a 
cluster of houses on the outskirts of the 
village. Then, as we heard the sound of 
approaching jets, we understood. The heli- 
copter had dropped smoke beacons for the 
pilots, whose aircraft flashed into the sky from nowhere, 
the engines so loud they shook the ground. The noise was 
indescribable. I tried to photograph them as they attacked. 
My fingers trembled at the controls of my camera as I tried 
to follow their shapes, certain that the pilots had seen me. 

Two MiG fighter-bombers screamed over us, dived, 
swooped and leaped vertically upwards above the ridges, 
scattering clusters of magnesium flares that trailed from 


In this traditional homeland of the Salinan tribe, Native 
Americans and environmental activists oppose such a 
massive assault against the cultural and natural wonders 
of the area. The target is in the heart of the Salinan 
homeland, with 300 certified archaeological sites, graves 
and village remnants. 

The Navy "told us how accurate they are," said Gregg 
Castro, chairman of the Salinan Tribal Council. "They 
can't guarantee it. We know they can't. It only takes one 
[bomb] to land in the exact wrong place... The arch is 
unique. Once it's gone, it's gone. There's no repairing it." 

Fort Hunter Liggett is made up of 165,000 acres of oak 
savanna near the Ventana Wilderness. It is a relatively 
pristine coastal mountain valley, which supports the only 
wild woodland plant and animal habitat of any size in 
coastal California. More than 55 percent of all of California's 
native plants are here, and the area has recently seen a rise 
in the number of tule elk, condors and bald eagles that call 
it home. Fort Hunter Liggett has been preserved for the last 
60 years largely because the Army kept people out and the 
land intact. 

Protesters, including Representative Sam Farr, environ- 
mentalists, scientists, hikers, Native Americans and resi- 
dents, are demanding that the Navy look at what is at stake. 

"It's the F-18 against the condors. The government has 
spent millions on both, and they shouldn't 
meet in the sky," Farr said. "Nobody but 
the Navy is for it.” 

For more information on ongoing protests 
against the Navy's bombing plan, contact the 
Ventana Conservation and Land Trust 
at POB 488, Paso Robles, CA 93447; 
ventanatrust@mindspring.com; 
www.ventanatrust.org. 


their bellies like comets. They banked and swooped again, 
glinting, deadly, silver, in long, roaring dives out of the 
west, pulled up suddenly in tandem, and then dived again, 
beyond the village... Then they were gone, and all that was 
left was the ringing in our ears and two widening stains of 
brown Earth against the sky hundreds of feet high." 

— From An Unexpected Light: Travels in Afghanistan 
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Are you a Patriot or a Terrorist? continued... 


continued from pagy7 
Conspiracy law casts a very broad net 
entangling people who often hjawv^jjp 
tangential connection to the crinitf ’’ 

The new anti-terrorist lawsjwonM 
also give the government broad au- 
thority to seize the property of \- ■mi’- 
oneaccusedof a crime before pic>\ ing 
guilt. The change would apply not 
just to "terrorists" but also to routine 
criminal cases. 

Conservative Supreme Courtfjus- 
tice Sandra DayO'Conner was quoted 
in the New York Times, saying that 
Americans must be willing to "give 
up" some personal freedoms "to feel 
safer." If the US Constitution is %e \ 
only built-in safeguard our nation 
has against a military dictatorship, 
then O'Conner's quote is bad news, 
since it is the Supreme Court that 
decides what is "constitutional" and 
what is not. Because we cannot count 
on the Supreme Court to uphold 
even our most fundamental consti- 
tutional rights, our energies as a 
direct action movement must" be di'-A 
rected toward setting Aiff public 
alarms despite this climate of active 
fear mongerirysp** 8 "^ 


In addition to murders, beatings, f 
death threats and other intimida- | 
Rion m Arab and non-whit#people | 
fence the f 9/ll attacks, the new laws J 
gwould allow racial profiling.Jhat ah 1 

R aws the govemment to "profile” | 
nd track the latest "suspect" popu- 
lation.: A modem, technological yer- i 


campsof 


activists for s 
balization. act! 

borders to atten 
■ African Amerk 
\ racial profiling': 
used policing b 


gP lin 8" 

suspect" 

Anti-glo- 

icounter 


re as it ] 

.them 


The w Mi Qn. J A thgs has alfEProrT 
tured a militarized domestic policing 
ap^roach^iv|iich is .quite co^^^At 

||ie war on dnrgs "has allowed police 
to work with National Guard unitfi 
helicopters arid automatic weapons, 
according to Seattle National Lawyers 


drug war, "anti-terrorism" 

I e catchall phrase to justify 
etuate the military prison 
1 surveillance complex. 

)f us on the frontlines of 
ie have long suffered gross 
federal harassment, incar- 
and violence. We may be 
id more sympathy, support 

s who now find that they 
'ash in a tidal wave of politi- 
>sion. The events of 9/11 
rifying, especially f6 those 
gTOhhd zero, ,but we cannot 
l idown bv shock or confu- 
prun as me state has become much 
| more defensive, and indeed, offen- 
i sive. Remember the words of wobbly 
fa^gPer Joe 

execution, "Don't mourn, organize." 

We've had a police state ever since 
; the slaughter of 20 million Natives in 
, the Americas. "The only thing differ* 
eht, the Only thing new, "as Patsy Cline 
sang, is that they are codifying and 
legalizing a full blueprint for an overt 
military government. 

To get in touch with the author, email 
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by Rob Los Ricos 

India is a vast, varied nation with 
dozens of ethnic and cultural popula- 
tions within its borders. Though densely 
populated, India remains a very agri- 
cultural society, and thus the people 
there retain a strong sense of closeness 
to the land they inhabit. Despite being 
a modern, industrial nation — India has 
more communication satellites in or- 
bit than any other country and manu- 
factures more PCs and motion pictures. 

People in India have often been 
at the forefront of environmental 
struggles. The term "tree hugger," for 
instance, originated there when 
women forest defenders linked arms 
around trees to prevent them from 
being logged. Also, an alliance of small 
farmers and peasants has succeeded in 
establishing a de facto banishment of 


Monsanto — not by petitioning their 
government or voting, but by putting 
every bit of Monsanto's product to the 
torch. There are vast peasant and in- 
digenous peoples' movements arising 
across the nation in opposition to dam 
building projects, mining operations, 
rampant deforestation and multina- 
tional corporate fishing. 

Starting November 18, a nation- 
wide campaign of "ongoing direct 
action against the ill effects of glo- 
balization" is being planned by the 
National Alliance of People's Move- 
ments (NAPM). While other coun- 
tries and societies are disintegrating 
into warring ethnic, nationalistic 
and cultural factions, the exploited 
people of India are pulling together 
to fight against the New World Or- 
der. Here are some of their demands: 
that India quit the WTO; cancella- 


tion of India's World Bank/IMF 
debts; farmland for agricultural 
families living in villages only — no 
corporate farms; human rights pro- 
tection for women; Enron and 
Monsanto out of India and boy- 
cotts of all multinational, corpo- 
rate products. 

This is a truly revolutionary pro- 
gram, and the people of India deserve 
our support and solidarity. Let's pro- 
vide them with funds and target our 
homegrown domestic terrorists — US 
government, Monsanto, Union Car- 
bide, WTO and financial institutions — 
who are threatening these people and 
their homelands. 

For more information, contact 
NAPM, c/o Haji Habib, Bldg. "A" 
Wing, 1 floor, Naigaon Cross Rd, 
Dadar (East) Mumbai, India 14; 
sanjaymangala_2000@yahoo.com. 
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Nature & Technology — Ultimately there can be only one. 



8 
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by James Bell 

"Singularity — A point at which the derivative of a 
given function of a complex variable does not exist, but 
every neighborhood of which contains points for which 
the derivative exists. A point at which space and time 
are infinitely distorted by gravitational forces and 
which is held to be the final state of matter falling into 
a black hole." — Webster's Nineth Dictionary 

tt> |p 

"A world ends when its metaphor has died.'' 

— Archibald MagLkish, poet 

Nearly everyone has encountered a singularity. 
Something odd and ak|| to a coordinate, singularity 
happens on some of the maps of the world in a 
standard atlas. Everything appears "correct" until we 


look at regions very close to the' perf§fe j^tfiest 
Mercator projection, the north and south pc 
pear not as points, as they truly exist, but are 
out into a straight line along the top and bott 
of the map. If you travel to this singularity yo ! 
will find nothing nearly as catastrophic as the 
singularity that happens a i 


In the standard 
fcuffi^poles-ap- ' 
but are spread 
and bottom 


hole — the place beyond a collapsed star's "event hori- 
zon." Here one finds the astrophysicist's singularity — 
a rift in the continuum where Einstein's rules no longer 
function. It is a place beyond human understanding. 

"What is it?," "when will it happen?" and "who is 
behind it?" are questions about the technological 
singularity that technology corporations would rather 
you not ask. The biotech industry would rather those 
questions get asked after genetically engineered foods 
have become commonplace. If the public understood 
the ramifications of the singularity it could cause panic 
aroundthe acceptance of new technologies. Monsanto 
spends millions qf dollars on public relations to avoid 
such public questioning. 

For now the debate about the consequences of the 
singularity have stayed "contained" within the halls of 
technology; the kinks are being worked out and "op- 
ponents" are being quieted. 


collapsed star, known as <g 


hole — nor 


take hold. 
•Ived to the 
technology 


would you find anything as Earth changing 
as what scientists are defining as a techno- 
logic singularity. The coordipq|^$lhgnlar^|s 
simply an inappropriate choice of coordinates, 
but the coming technological singularity is a complex 
metaphor tha€ Captures effort tp jjmi^fitand tlife 
world of tomorrow. 

There is a consensus that this singularity will be a 
point in time where the old models of reality are 
thrown out and a^new realitypKrles," 
metaphors of the world will form and take hold. 
Beyond the singularity, life will have eyblved to the 
point where no distinction ^exists betweeh technology 
and nature. Jk 

If there exists no distinction between ' technology and 
nature then life as we know it has definitely gone extinct. 

Powerful people understand the implications of this 
moment and are consciously and actively working to 
bring it about. Minorities of scientists, also aware of the 
coming singularity, are doing everything they can to 
stop it from happening. The gears of globalization, 
entities like the WTO and the World Bank, ensure that 
as the singularity approaches the majority of the world 
will have no say in how science and technology will 
affect them. 

Some scientists have theorized that the purpose of 
life itself is to bring about the singularity. Some say that 
the major changes will happen in a matter of hours, 
much like what would happen in outer space if one 
could reach the dense anomaly at the center of a black 


Madprie ^ 

SM ? & jittle background may be required to bring 
you up to date with current industry and 

f scientific thinking. Central to the workings of 

tire singularity are a number of laws; one of 
which is known as Moore's Law. Gordon E. 

noted that the number of transistors that 

net would co^^^i and it has, fhdugh the dou- 
ng rate vv^t^CT^^Usted to an 18-month cycle. 
S^oreSs'Law continues IPjlold true today. Now mil- 
lions of circuits atg. found on a single miniscule com- 
puter chlfe\ resulting impact hasbeen the realization 
by a few scientists arid businesses that technological 
"progress” is itself accelerating at an exponential rather 
than linear gfjOwth rate. \ 

Ip 2005, IBM plans to introduce "Blue Gene," a 
computer that Can perform one million-billion calcu- 
lations per second — about one twentieth the power of 
the Human brain. According to Moore's Law, a 
computer’s hardware will surpass human brainpower 
in the first decade of this century. Software that emu- 
lates the human mind, "artificial intelligence," may 
take a few more years to evolve. 

The exponential growth of technologic progress is 
felt in industries outside of the computer sciences as 
well — for example, the mapping of the human ge- 
nome "ahead of schedule" and the increasing ability of 
astrophysicists to explore the farthest reaches of the 
universe. Designer and inventor Stewart Brand, in his 
book The Clock oftheLongNow, discusses another law — 
Monsanto's Law. It states that the ability to identify and 
use genetic information is doubling every 12 to 24 months. 
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This exponential growth in biological knowledge is trans- 
forming agriculture, nutrition and health care in the emerg- 
ing life sciences industry. Monsanto doesn't mention its work 
on human germline engineering — that is, designing disease- 
resistant, higher-yield people. By 1997, Monsanto Corpora- 
tion claimed that a computer-accelerated "Monsanto’s Law" 
was operating at a similar pace to Moore's Law. 

Self-Replicating Atomic-size Machines 

Another cutting-edge field of research with an exponen- 
tial growth rate of knowledge is nanotechnology — the sci- 
ence of building "machines" out of atoms. A nanometer is 
atomic in scale, a distance one-hundred-thousandth the 
width of human hair. The goal of this science is to change 
the atomic fabric of matter — to engineer "machine-like 
atomic structures" that reproduce like living mat- 
ter. In this respect it is similar to biotechnology, 
except that nanotechnology needs to literally 
create something like the non-organic version of 
DNA to drive the building of its tiny machines. 

University of Texas Professor Angela Belcher states, 

"We're working out the rules of biology in a realm 
where nature hasn't had the opportunity 
to work." Belcher is combining geneti- 
cally modified proteins with semi- 
conductors in the hope of us- 
ing proteins to do the "build- 
ing" of the non-living 
nanostructure. The tech- 
nique is a hybrid of biotech- 
nology and nanotechnology. What would 
take millions of years to evolve on its own 
"takes about three weeks on the bench 
top," says Belcher. 

Machine progress is knocking down the 
barriers between all the sciences. Chemists, 
biologists, engineers and physicists are now 
finding themselves collaborating on more 
experimental research. This collaboration 
is best illustrated by the opening of Cornell 
University's Nanobiotechnological Center 
and other such facilities around the world. 

These scientists predict a breakthrough around 
2005 to 2015 which will open the way to 
molecular-size computing — allowing exponen- 
tial technologic progress to race toward infinity. 

Reaching Infinity 

Outside of industry and science, one of Earth's species is 
also experiencing tremendous exponential growth — the ris- 
ing human population. Dan Eder, a scientist at the Boeing 
Artificial Intelligence Center, comments, "Human popula- 
tion growth in the past 10,000 years has been following a 
hyperbolic growth trend. Since about 1600 AD the trend has 
been steadily accelerating with the asymptote, or the point of 
near infinite increase, located in the year 2035 AD." An 
infinite number of humans is of course impossible, and many 
scientists predict our numbers will hover around nine billion 
at mid-century. Eder contends that if being human is defined 
as having "consciousness," then artificial life will be what 
makes up the number discrepancy. 

Experts, like inventor Raymond Kurzweil, contend that 


developments we only thought possible in "20,000 years" 
will happen in this century. They point to exponential 
growth trends in science and industry quickly becoming near 
infinite with each subsequent yearly doubling. This means 
that at some point only a few decades away or possibly 
sooner, the future becomes "future-incomprehensible." 

Scientists are debating, not so much if it will happen, but 
what discovery will soon set off the series of Earth-altering 
technologic advancements that will bring forth the singular- 
ity. San Diego University Professor of Computer Science 
Vernor Vinge first alerted the scientific community to the 
singularity in 1993, "We are on the edge of change compa- 
rable to the rise of human life on Earth. Within 30 years, we 
will have the technological means to create superhuman 
intelligence. Shortly after, the human era will end." 

Technologic Globalization at all Costs 

Physicists, mathematicians and scientists like Vernor 
Vinge, and Ray Kurzweil have identified through their 
accelerated technological change theories the likely bound- 
aries of the singularity and have predicted with confidence 
the effects leading up to it over the next couple of decades. 

The majority of people closest to these theories and 
laws, the tech sector of the world, can hardly 
wait for the singularity to arrive. The true 
believers call themselves "extropians," 
"post-humans" and "trans-humanists" 
and are actively organizing not just to 
bring the singularity about, but to 
counter what they call "techno-phobes" 
and "neo-luddites" — groups like Greenpeace, Earth 
First! and the Rainforest Action Network. 

The global neo-luddite movement was born on 
February 24, on New York City's Upper East Side. 
The International Forum on Globalization (IFG) 
held a Teach-In on Technology and Globalization at 
Hunter College. The goal of the event, announced 
IFG spokesperson Jerry Mander, was to "bring 
together the protest movement born in Seattle 
with the leading critics of technologies — luddites, 
if you will." 

The Progress Action Coalition, AgBioworld, Bio- 
technology Progress, Foresight Institute, the Progress 
Freedom Foundation and other industry groups who 
desire technologic progress at all costs acknowledge 
that the greatest threat to this progress comes not from 
environmental groups, but from a small faction of the scien- 
tific community — where one voice stands out. 

The Warning 

It is fair to say that a wrench has been thrown into the 
arrival of the singularity by an unlikely source — Sun 
Microsystems Chief Scientist Bill Joy. This man ranks right up 
there with Bill Gates when it comes to influence in and out 
of the computer world. Joy helped give birth to Unix, co- 
founded Sun Microsystems and went on to develop the 
software systems Java andjini. These systems helped give the 
Internet "life." 

In a now infamous April 2000 cover story in Wired maga- 
zine, Why the Future Doesn't Need Us, Joy warned of the 
dangers posed by developments in genetics, nanotechnology 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 

and robotics. Joy both understood and believed the Earth- 
changing ramifications of the events leading up to the 
singularity that Kurzweil and Vinge were prophesizing. The 
world was warned — ground zero approached. 

The article sparked a dialogue that has been joined by 
business and technology leaders, members of Congress and 
presidents' inner circles. The Times of London compared Joy's 
statement to Einstein's 1939 letter to President Roosevelt 
which alerted him to the possibility of a nuclear bomb. 

Joy's warning is the latest salvo in the debate sur- 
rounding the impacts of exponential technologic progress 
run amok. He gives credence to the reality of a coming 
singularity while pointing out that things must change, 
or we will not navigate it — we could be the last genera- 
tion of humans. 

Central to the warning is the difference between the 


Global Progress on the Edge of Extinction 

Atmospheric chemist Paul Cmtzen won the Nobel Peace 
Prize for explaining the hole in the ozone layer. The hole 
above Antarctica is caused by chlorofluorocarbons. Had 
chemists earlier in the last century decided to use bromine 
instead of chlorine to produce coolants — a mere quirk of 
chemistry — the ozone hole would have been far larger, oc- 
curred all year and severely affected life, he said. "Avoiding 
that was just luck," stated Cmtzen. That no scientist had 
predicted the hole or its impact is a sobering thought for 
anyone wishfully thinking of a corporate-controlled, utopian 
future before or after the singularity. "We missed something 
very important. There may be more of these things around 
the corner." 

It is very likely that scientists and global corporations 
will miss key developments (or actively avoid discussion of 
them) as they take place in our natural world. A whole 



generation of scientists has left the 
field for the biotech and nanotech 
labs. Biologist Craig Holdredge, who 
has followed biotech since it's begin- 
nings in the 1970s, warns, "Biology is 
losing its connection with nature." 
Maybe this, combined with the mo- 
tives of a global capitalist economy, 
partially explains why billions of dol- 
lars get invested into lab research that 
keeps Monsanto's Law, Moore's Law 
and technologic progress accelerat- 
ing towards the singularity. 

Cyberpunk author William Gibson 
has commented on humanity's pre- 
dicament, "It is difficult for us to know 
| what we lose. We are constantly losing 
| things, and often, as we lose them, we 
can't remember what they were. They 
8 go, they really do; we lose them totally 
1 as we move forward in this increasingly 
mediated existence." 

Scientist Raymond Kurzweil, author 
of the best-selling Age of Spiritual Ma- 
chines and the forthcoming The Singu- 
larity is Near, researched many examples 
of exponential growth trends. He documents not just the 


Globalization Without Representation 


technologies of the 20th century and 
those of the 21st. The 20th century 
gave rise to nuclear, biological and 
chemical (NBC) technologies that, 
while powerful, require vast access to 
raw materials, technical information 
and large-scale industries. The 2 1 st cen- 
tury technologies of genetics, 
nanotechnology and robotics (GNR) 
however, will notrequire large facilities 
or rare rawmaterials. Infact, Joy writes, 
"knowledge alone will enable mass de- 
struction" — what he calls KMD or 
knowledge-enabled mass destruction. 

This power becomes further ampli- 
fied by the fact that these new GNR 
technologies will be able to "replicate." 
The old NBC technologies did not — 
nuclear bombs did not sprout more 
bombs and toxic spills did not grow 
more spills. The new GNR technologies 
though, can replicate beyond control. 
Released into the environment, GNR 
technologies are nearly impossible to 
recall or clean up. 


Joy understands that the greatest dangers we face ulti- 
mately stem from a world where increasingly global corpo- 
rations dominate — a future where much of the world has no 
voice in how the world is run. He writes, "The 21st-century 
GNR technologies have clear commercial uses and are being 
developed almost exclusively by corporate enterprises. We 
are aggressively pursuing the promises of these new tech- 
nologies within the now-unchallenged system of global 
capitalism and its manifold financial incentives and corn- 


changes that we can all feel and see, but also the explosion of 
this "scientific progress" and the changes it implies. Yet there 
is something missing from this discussion of the technologic 
singularity, even from those scientists — like Bill Joy — who 
would rather Kurzweil's vision not happen. 

This something that is missing is one example of expo- 
nential decline that no singularity advocate is mention- 
ing — the variable left out of the grand equation. The true 
cost of technologic progress and the singularity will mean 


petitive pressures." 


the exponential decline of the planet's inhabitants — an 


Joy believes that the system of global capitalism combined 
with our current rate of progress gives the human race a 30- 
50 percent chance of becoming extinct around the time the 
singularity happens. He has based his estimates on humanity's 
survival around the speculation of noted philosophers and 
scientists. He adds, "Not only are these estimates not encour- 
aging, but they do not include the probability of many horrid 
outcomes that lie short of extinction." 


ever-increasing rate of global extinction. It becomes readily 
apparent that nature and technology are not just evolving, 
but competing with one another — ultimately there will be 
only one. 

James Bell is a writer for the national environmental information 
group Sustain based in Chicago. This article is an excerpt from his 
forthcoming book on the implications of the technological singular- 
ity. For more information visit www.technologicalsingularity.info. 
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an Uphill &aH m le> Toward f ir&e>doM 

Free Speaks From Prison continued 


continued from page 16 

overall supportive. So if you're out there reading this, 
thank you! 

EF!]: Aware of the corruption within the prison system and the 
possible sentence you could receive, why didn't you take the 
original plea agreement offered? 

Free: Contrary to popular belief I never got a real deal. 
From the get go, I was suspected/accused of being the leader 
of the Earth Liberation Front in the northwest. The first deal 
for seven-and-a-half years was that I tell on everyone and my 
co-defendant Critter. Fuck that. After that, all my deals 
offered were 10 years and up. Besides, they wanted me to 
plead guilty to acts I didn't do. They wanted me to say I 
committed a person-to-person crime 
with intent to hurt someone. That 
simply wasn't true. 

EFIJ: The government has set out to 
make an example of you with its heavy- 
handed sentence, and it appears to hope 
that by locking you up that resistance 
will fade. As the risks and potential 
consequences increase, what can we do 
to encourage and/or support direct action 
and sabotage in defense of the Earth? 

Free: The first thing we can do is to 
stop denouncing it. Stop apologiz- 
ing for it. We need to give over- 
whelming support to those willing 
to make the sacrifices necessary to 
participate in direct action and sabo- 
tage. We need to set up a prisoner 
support network, develop a legal 
fund that is ready to go before it's 
needed. There are so many things 
we can do. Imagine hundreds of 
people stepping forward and claim- 
ing credit for something when some- 
one gets busted. 

EF!J: Can you explain your experi- 
ence with the prison system? 

Free: You don't have the space to 
print my experience with the sys- 
tem. Just picture a situation where 
you know you are absolutely power- 
less, and you know you are going to 
get screwed over. And there is nothing you can do about it. 

EF!f: What effects has prison had on you already? 

Free: I've closed down. I'm less willing to feel emotion. I 
have a hard time sharing my feelings with my loved ones. 
I don't get to walk away from here for another 21 years. I 
can't see the stars or the moon. I can't wake up next to a 
lover. It affects you in ways you can't ever begin to imagine. 
You become numb. 

EF!J: What gives you the spirit to fight on in the face of 
increasing violence against the planet? 

Free: Knowing that I don't have a choice. I've watched the 


changes in my lifetime. I've seen things get worse. I know 
that we can only count on ourselves to change things. It is 
important for me to be able to say that I gave everything I 
had. The responsibility lies with us to stop the destructive 
practices our lifestyle has caused. 

EFIJ: Do you have any regrets? 

Free: Of course. You can't get the sentence I got and not 
have regrets. But they are not the kind you think. I have 
regrets about things I didn't get to do. I don't regret lighting 
that fire. I don't regret the choices that I made. 

EFIJ: Is there an appeal of your case in the works? 

Free: Yes. I'm using a public defender — who actually 
refers to me as a political prisoner. And several attorneys 
have volunteered their help, in- 
cluding the regional vice president 
of the National Lawyers Guild. So, 
basically I have an awesome legal 
team. I just hope that they can 
accomplish something. 

EFIJ: How can activists best support 
you in prison? 

Free: OK, I have a list. Personally, 
you can help me by swamping the 
Governor of Oregon with letters 
about my sentence and case. You 
can support other political prison- 
ers, volunteer with a prisoner sup- 
port project. Perhaps my greatest 
| request: Fight back. Make revolu- 
| tion an everyday part of your life. 
§■ Start creating the sustainable com- 
^munities we talk about. Nothing 
3 changes unless we make it. 

EFIJ: Do you have any other thoughts 
or words of wisdom about the future? 

Free: We are at a critical point in 
herstory right now. Not only eco- 
logically, but in our human inter- 
actions as well. The future is going 
to be what we make it. We are 
either going to end up living in a 
world void of any wild places or 
natural diversity, an oppressive 
police state monoculture. Or we 
are going to finally realize that we 
need to put our differences aside. Come together, learn 
from each other and create the world we want to live in. 
The greatest challenge we face is that it is much easier to 
accept things as they are and to give up hope than it is to 
try and make a difference. We have the power, we only 
need to realize it. 

Contact the Governor of Oregon, John Kitzhaber, about Free's 
case at the State Capitol Building, 900 Court St NE, Salem, OR 
97301-4047; (5 03) 378-3111. 

Free welcomes your letters. Write to him at Jeffrey "Free" 
Luers, #13797671, OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310. 



I know that we can only count on ourselves to 
change things. It is important for me to be 
able to say that I gave everything I had. The 
responsibility lies with us to stop the 
destructive practices our lifestyle has caused. 

-Jeff “Free” Luers 
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by D. Grant Haynes 

Their beady little eyes glis- 
tened in the summer light and 
their tiny noses twitched 
searchingly as they tried to 
make sense of a 24-hour 
superstore parking lot en- 
trance road built across a natu- 
ral pathway their genes tell 
them has existed at least 
10,000 years in what is now 
Northwest Arkansas. 

They each halted, peered 
over the curb's edge, sniffed repeatedly; and blinked and 
listened uncomprehendingly to the din of "prosperity" 
that has come to a gentle prairie meadow where their 
species has lived since before humans arrived in this land. 

The pair finally backed away from the noise, pollution, 
stench and confusion of rush hour on Hudson Road in 
Bentonville, sensing by whatever process an immature 
striped skunk ( Mephitis mephitis ) assesses its world, that the 
impostor in their meadow was not one to be explored 
further on the afternoon in question. 

The twosome turned and ambled back into the grassy 
meadow that in all likelihood will see only another season 
or two before it succumbs to a greedy corporation's manu- 
facturing or sales facility. 

Their noses were still to the ground and their little 
white tails skunkishly aplume as they waddled back into 
the grass, hopefully to the temporary comfort of a burrow 
and a mother's love for the night. 

The morrow would bring new threats from the juggernaut 
of human "progress" that's encroaching on their meadow 
from every direction. 


There would be new temp- 
tations to step onto the road- 
way and explore the beyond 
with their kitten-like naivete. 

There would be poisonous 
pesticides and herbicides in 
the water they'd find to drink, 
and they'd have to be careful. 

The air they'd breathe would 
smell of exhaust fumes, coal- 
fired power plant flues, ter- 
rible slaughter facilities and a 
million other foul human ex- 
halations that would put a 
skunk's scent glands to shame. 

As the traffic signal changed, eager Northwest Arkansas 
businessmen sitting high in the cockpits of air-condi- 
tioned, $50,000 SUVs waited impatiently for the skunk 
admirer to get his venerable old vehicle the hell out of the 
way so they could rush home for a frantic Friday night of 
the good life. 

For his part, the driver of the stickered junker — at best an 
unenthusiastic member of the species that is destroying the 
world of those two little Benton County striped skunks — 
offered a prayer and a benediction as he drove away from the 
encroached and compromised universe of two wild crea- 
tures that had graced his life briefly on a Friday afternoon. 

He hoped the beautiful and harmless little entities he 
had seen would make it through their first summer in the 
Northwest Arkansas world they have inherited — one that 
is no longer theirs and in which they are suddenly unwel- 
come aliens. 

He prayed too that his kind — the human species — would 
redefine that which is important before there are no more 
summers, no more meadows and no more striped skunks. 




Mature 
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Owls Threaten Ponytails, 
Pets and Joggers 


Two young owls were harassing residents this summer 
around Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada, by yank- 
ing ponytails, threatening pets, dive-bombing joggers 
and stealing hats. The winged pair took over Odell Park, 
where officials warned city dwellers not to walk after 
dusk. Many ignored the warnings to get a look at the 
avian delinquents . 


"The full weight of the owl came down on my 
head. I had no time to react," said one victim. Park 
officials theorized that the owls could have been 
trying out their hunting techniques. 

Revenge of the Five-inch Perch 

In May, Todd Poller, of Bixby, Missouri, was having a 
few drinks with friends as they sat next to Neal Creek in 
Iron County. Suddenly, Poller uttered, "Hey, watch 
this!," and he reached into the creek. He pulled out a 
five-inch-long perch and dropped it head first into his 

mouth. Soon after, Poller began gasping for air and was 

choking. His friends tried the Heimlich maneuver, yet 
Poller died of suffocation. An autopsy found the fish had 
lodged firmly in Poller's throat, and its fins lacerated the 
inside of the airway. 
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Scientists Create Monkeys with 
Glowing Placentas 

New steps are being taken toward the use 
of genetically modified primates in the de- 
velopment of human treatments. Scientists 
recently created monkeys whose placentas 
glow green under ultraviolet light by insert- 
ing a gene from a fluorescent jellyfish into 
two fertilized rhesus monkey embryos. 

These genetically modified monkeys are 
expected to provide new insights into preg- 
nancy problems such as infertility, recur- 
rent miscarriage and low birth weight. 

In January, scientists at the Oregon Re- 
gional Primate Center reported the birth of 
the world's first genetically modified pri- 
mate. The embryos were implanted into 
two surrogate monkey mothers, both of 
which became pregnant. 

Scientists said the jellyfish gene did not 
appear in the infants after birth. 

Frozen Corpses Found in 
Brazilian Zoo 

In August, environmental authorities 
found more than 80 frozen corpses of ani- 
mals which had died of starvation in a zoo 
near Rio de Janeiro. Among the dead ani- 
mals found in freezers were an African lynx, 
Asian otter, jaguar, yellow-tongued alliga- 
tor, monkeys and macaws. 

The animals could have been abandoned 
after the Bwana Park Zoo recently tried to 
convert into a sex club. 

Local media showed blood-chilling pic- 
tures of an environmental official holding 
up the frozen corpse of a small monkey by its 


crooked tail and a whole table covered with 
lifeless, furry and feathery animal bodies. 

Apart from a $21,000 fine, the owners 
and local veterinarian may face criminal 
charges for ill-treatment and destruction of 
rare animals. 

After its opening in the early 1990s, the 
Bwana Park Zoo drew scores of children 
from Rio de Janeiro and other cities, but 
after its founder died earlier this year, plans 
to create a sex club cropped up. 


Naked Women Go Ape at 
Monkey Study 

Twelve biologists counting monkeys in 
Kenya were put to flight in February by 
more than 300 angry, naked women. 

The 12 were conducting a census of the 
endangered Tana River colobus monkey — 
a project funded by the World Bank — when 
the women stripped and charged at them. 

It is thought the women were protesting a 
plan to turn the area into a nature reserve for 
the primates, which are unique to the area. 

The incident, in the Tana River district of 
southeast Kenya, is the latest in a series of 
clashes between villagers and Kenya's wild- 
life service. The wildlife service is seeking to 
resettle them outside the proposed reserve. 
About 2,000 families are affected. 

The women were forced to retreat once 
police arrived and shots were fired. 


■ V's 
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What Does Racism Have to Do With Us? continuep 

continued from page 29 and racial oppression as something that The social groups I'm speaking of build 


First, the dichotomy between "popula- 
tion" and "carrying capacity," like the 
broader one between "humans" and 
"nature," often coincides with and re- 
inforces boundaries used in racial op- 
pression. "Population" in our culture 
usually means black people. In fact, it 
generally means African people, and 
most often, African women and chil- 
dren. Imagine what would happen if 
an artist commissioned to do a cover 
for a magazine or book on population 
submitted instead a mock-up showing 
a wealthy white family clumped around 
a television set or working in its garden. 
Or — to be a bit more playful — picture a 
cover photo that, instead of showing 
pregnant black women, displayed a 
row of anonymous white male groins. 
No editor in his or her right mind 
would pass such covers. They wouldn't 
communicate what is meant in our 
culture by "population," which is, es- 
sentially, female black fertility. 

I've realized that many are accustomed 
to thinking of ethnic discrimination 
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happens when people with mistaken 
beliefs or bad morals get hold of 
something called power. The prob- 
lem of racism from this view is a 
problem of individuals holding dis- 
criminatory beliefs or views which 
they do not profess in public but hold 
in private and act on when they can 
get away with it. It's just the opposite. 

Individual Western environmental- 
ists may advocate anti-racist or anti- 
discriminatory agendas privately and 
often passionately, but "despite” them- 
selves, they are pushed in public into 
actions which reinforce racist or discrimi- 
natory structures by the acceptable prac- 
tices and repertoires of performance in 
the professional arena, including the 
arena of peer-reviewed science. The 
problem is not environmentalists' be- 
liefs, still less their morals, but rather 
a form of sociability or "public game" 
specific to their scientific and other 
social communities. A condition of 
membership in the community is not 
to probe racism too deeply. 


much of their solidarity and sense of 
privilege and uniqueness on the pre- 
tense of neutrality and on the continual 
construction and repair of the very na- 
ture/human boundaries, which help con- 
stitute racism and ethnic discrimination 
with the structures of environmental 
science. Within environmentalism, rac- 
ism is reproduced not so much by rein- 
forcing or "replicating" individuals' 
beliefs, but structural tendencies to pre- 
serve professional boundaries between 
science and to maintain a civic self- 
image and self-identity. These forms of 
sociality constitute a deep and continu- 
ing problem for a movement that prac- 
tices ethnic discrimination in spite of 
itself — a movement that, unfortunately, 
is far more racist than the sum of its parts. 

Extracted from a talk given at the 
seminar "Environmental Justice in a 
Divided Society," Goldsmiths College, 
University of London, February 25, 200-: ) 
Reprinted from the summer issue of the 
journal, Greenpepper. For more info., 
visit www.squat.net/cia/gp. 






Blue Revolution continued 


continued from page 24 

Letterman believes that the right to 
know what's in one's food is a basic 
right. Those concerned about geneti- 
cally engineered fish have requested 
that at the minimum, genetically modi- 
fied fish should be labeled, complete 
safety and environmental testing be 
conducted and corporate liability be in 
place to cover any potential harm. 

Meanwhile, the FDA sees no reason 
why genetically engineered foods should 
require labeling or should be deemed 
unsafe unless the company fails to dem- 
onstrate scientifically that the allergenic 
component of the food is not trans- 
ferred to the other item or if the nutri- 
tional content of the food is changed. 

The FDA's Jim Maryanski said in a 
recent interview that "if we were to 
require labeling of all genetically engi- 
neered fruits and vegetables, it would 
not be merely a matter of putting a 
sticker on a tomato or a banana. Pro- 
ducers would have to segregate the 
genetically engineered foods from 
other varieties, whereas normally those 
are all just lumped into a barrel. Then 
what happens when you make to- 
mato paste and that tomato paste is 
used to make pizzas? Does the label 
have to follow along through the food 
processing chain? It would increase 
the cost of these foods to consumers 
and would disrupt our complex food 
distribution system." 

In fact, genetically engineered 
foods have already disrupted the 
country's food processing chain. On 
September 18, 2000, Friends of the Earth 


announced the results of their sam- 
pling of taco shells from grocery stores. 
The Taco Bell Home Originals brand 
taco shells contained StarLink corn — 
a genetically modified corn not ap- 
proved for human consumption. 
During the ensuing months, various 
products thought to contain StarLink 
were recalled. 

"Seafood retailers and restaurants 
risk the same cost of sales that tortilla 
chips and taco makers suffered due to 
StarLink corn," says Larry Bohlen of 
Friends of the Earth. "Corn prices were 
compressed 20 cents per bushel last 
year costing farmers $2 billion. Some 
economists contend that 10 cents was 
due to StarLink." 

Over at Aqua Bounty, the company 
sees the critics not unlike the critics of 
any other new technology. "Any new 
technology undergoes a level of scru- 
tiny," states Entis. "Electricity was 
around for six years before anyone 
would use it." 

Shawn Cantel of Friends of the Earth 
thinks comparing the introduction of 
genetically engineered fish to the ad- 
vent of electricity is a faulty analogy. 

"This is a new technology, but not all 
new technologies are equal. Some have 
clear and obvious benefits, " says Cantel. 
"Genetic engineering is one with clear 
and obvious problems. It's like using 
nuclear power to make electricity." 

Reprinted from the October issue of 
The Fishermen's Voice, a publica- 
tion for small-scale fishing communi- 
ties fighting factory-style fishing and 
fish farming. 


6F SALMON: 


Q: Are genetically engineered (GE) 
salmon different from wild salmon? 

A: Yes. They are fundamentally 
different from wild natural species. 
Genetically engineered salmon in- 
clude a growth hormone at levels 
higher than that would occur in 
natural fish. These fish are capable 
of growing two to three times faster 
than farmed salmon grown under 
the same conditions. 

Q: Are there GE fish oil the market now? 

A: No, but some companies are 
planning to bring GE salmon to din- 
ner tables as soon as possible. Other 
types of GE fish are also being ex- 
perimented upon for commercial 
development including tilapia, 
trout and carp. 

Q. Are GE fish safe to eat? 

A: Genetic engineering of fish is an 
experiment so right now no one 
knows for certain whether or not 
these fish are safe to eat. Salmon 
have been genetically engineered so 
that producing growth hormone 
from another fish. They grow two to 
three times as fast. What this means 
in terms of the safety of the meat has 
not been investigated. 

What we do know is that the 
fish's health could be compro- 
mised. Studies have shown that the 
excessive growth rates make growth 
deformities common, including in 
the head. Poor health of the fish 
might have downstream impacts 
on those who eat the fish. This 
needs further investigation. 

Right now The FDA is examining 
the first commercial application for 
GE fish. They are looking at it as a 
"New Animal Drug" rather than as 
a food product. 
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/'/;<• Iasi known photograph oflul Abbey, 
at his final public appearance — a Tucson Earth First! 

rally against the University of Arizona's astronomy 
station on Moon! (irahum. This was March 4, 1989, 
It) i lays before his ileatli. 


Edward Abbey 

<t Ct£e 

by Dennis Fritzinger 


Edward Abbey: A Life, by 
James M. Cahalan, Univer- 
sity of Arizona Press, 2001. 

Edward Abbey passed 
away in March 1989 — a 
terrible blow to Earth First!. Abbey provided direction, 
humor, character, inspiration, even money. Abbey taught 
us to say exactly what we think about what we love. By 
being outspoken, he encouraged others to be outspoken. 
By being deeply committed to protecting wilderness, he 
encouraged others to share that commitment. He called 
himself an anarchist, but except for his thinking, he 
didn't show any evidence of it — no black clothes or body 
piercings. He had the mild demeanor of a college profes- 
sor, which he was on occasion when he wasn't working as 
a forest service employee. He was wide-read, a critical 
thinker and hard worker. He was... well, to get a fuller 
picture I suggest picking up a copy of Cahalan's book. 

Although not an Abbey scholar myself, Cahalan is, and 
he has done an excellent job researching sources, conduct- 
ing interviews, compiling anecdotes. The question re- 
maining is, what sort of story does he tell? What's his level 
of interpretation? Do we see the man? Or does, under the 
blizzard of facts and anecdotes, 
the subject remain elusive? 

I felt that it did. 

So much so that I bought a copy 
of The New West of Edward Abbey by 
Ann Ronald, and I was immedi- 
ately relieved to find myself in the 
middle of a deep, thoughtful ex- 
ploration of the man's writing. 

Ronald reminded me what brought 
me to Abbey's writing in the first 
place — the poetry, humor and out- 
spokenness. 

Abbey used his considerable 
skills working toward a goal — jus- 
tice for the "Green World" — in 
both his fiction and non-fiction. 

This approach turned out to be 
fortuitous, as each has something 
the other lacks — you can pull a 
heavier load with two horses on a cart than one. 

I first heard of Edward Abbey in 1976 when I was 
assigned Desert Solitaire as part of a desert studies class at 
Merritt College in Oakland. I was living off the GI Bill 
(again) after Congress passed an extension. This time I 


decided to broaden my education by taking a bunch of 
science classes — of which desert studies was one. 

I ate it up. And the class too, with a week-long field trip 
in the Eastern Mojave. As soon as I'd finished Desert 
Solitaire, I came across a newly published book by the same 
author — The Monkey Wrench Gang. I ate that up too. I was 
hooked, and I became one of the legions of waffle stomper- 
wearing Abbey fans. 

The socio-cultural climate The Monkey Wrench Gang was 
born into was post-antiwar movement, post-Earth Day. 
There was enormous energy out there, partly created by 
Abbey's earlier writing and partly tapped by it. In a sense 
Abbey had found an unlocked hotrod, figured out how to 
hotwire it and take it for a joyride. 

The joyride led up Abbey's Road and to Earth First!. 

"The way I defined Earth First! in the beginning stages 
was that Earth First! was made up of Ed Abbey-style 
conservationists," explains Dave Foreman. 

With the set purpose of demythologizing his subject, 
Cahalan does an admirable job of getting at the man 
behind the words. His first chapter is a compelling piece of 
writing that pulls you right in and doesn't let go. 

This book is also a cautionary tale. We find out that 
Abbey, while writing his incan- 
descent prose, was in poor 
health, barely able to keep up. 
"One thing after another fall- 
ing apart" was the way he de- 
scribed it — brought on by a 
drinking habit reminiscent of 
the hard-working, hard-drink- 
ing journalists in A River Runs 
Through It. Though Cahalan 
doesn't dwell on it, we know 
the reason for Abbey's demise 
and feel a lot of pain as the 
sympathetic individual he pre- 
sents looks more and more like 
vulture food. 

Abbey, interestingly, was not 
afraid of death, and he only 
had the usual regrets of not 
being around for things that 

had meant a lot to him. 

In the end Cahalan's portrait — clear-eyed yet sympa- 
thetic at the same time — won me over. It goes a long way 
toward revealing the real Edward Abbey and even further 
toward answering Abbey's numerous critics. 
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Songs to Fan the Flames 
of Discontent 


An Interview with David Rovics 


by Turtle 

Ten years ago, when asked to orga- 
nize a concert for Casey Neill, I felt 
he was asking our student group to 
interrupt the important work we 
were doing to stop an incinerator in 
our small Ohio town and put energy 
into something that would reap little 
or no benefit to the cause. We adver- 
tised the concert little and atten- 
dance that evening was 
so small it was laugh- 
able. Yet those who did 
come were rejuvenated 
listening to songs of re- 
sistance. I then knew 
that I had it all back- 
ward. The importance 
of music to the move- 
ment, the power of 
song, has been feeding 
me ever since. 

I could say the same 
thing about David 
Rovics. David is strik- 
ing the chords of activism with his 
music and has his own thoughts on 
the power of song. He is a whirl- 
wind, constantly touring the US and 
abroad, always releasing a new CD 
and sharing his music with environ- 
mental, peace, labor, political pris- 
oner and human rights activists. 

Since David's music gives life to 
the struggle for justice and is an 
inspiration to many, here's an op- 
portunity to learn a bit about what 
motivates him. 

EF.'f: As an artist, as well as an 
activist, what do you believe is the 
importance of music to environmental 
and social justice movements? 

DR: My experience has been that 
music, along with other things like 


art in general, as well as food, helps 
to build a community. In terms of 
fostering a sense of community, 
which helps along with so many 
other factors in actually building the 
community. "Building a culture of 
resistance," I like to say. Basically, 
protests without music and art are 
really boring, and it's really 
disempowering to keep on coming 
back to boring protests. People tend 



to not do it. But if people can make 
a point — and ultimately, of course, 
radically transform society — and 
have fun at the same time, music can 
communicate to folks in ways that 
other mediums might not be able to. 
Takes all kinds. 

EF!J: What motivates your work? 

DR: All of you wonderful people 
out there who are working to change 
the world. To quote Abbie Hoffman, 
I'm a cheerleader. I'm inspired by 
activists of various sorts around the 
world. Of course, I'm also motivated 
by the same sorts of things that make 
folks like you become activists in the 
first place. You know, destruction of 
the world by horrid multinational 
corporations and the like. 

continued on next page 


The Dying Firefighter 

I saw the plane hit the building 
The flames 6c the billowing smoke 
I saw the glass, paper, metal 6c stone 
Everything shattered & broke 
I was there with my people 
Engine Company 24 
We rushed into the building 
Got as far as the 35th floor 
The black smoke & the h ea t 
was like nothing 
I'd seen in all of my years 
With each step in that 
blazing inferno 
You could feel destiny near 
In the midst of the falling girders 
The sheet rock & c rod knows 
what else 

I tried to find the survivors 
Those who made it to the stairwells 
l carried the wounded to safely 
If that's what you might 
call the street 

With bodies & boulders fk metal 
All crashing down by your feet 
As #2 was collapsing 
When only ten floors still stood 
Everything was falling around me 
Like it was made out of 
cardboard & wood 
It was just then I heard someone 
Trapped underneath the debris 
I started pulling at something 
And that's when the fire got me 
I was pinned 'neath the rubble 
And the flames were licking my coat 
And the pain, the unbearable agony 
And then that was all that she wrote 
But I just wish I could tell you 
Before 1 am taken away 
That I've seen a lot of this world 
And there's something 
that I gotta say 
1 don't believe in politics 
I believe in the human race 
1 believe in the goodness of people 
In New York or some far-away place 
I believe in my daughter 
And 1 believe in my wife 
And may nobody's father be taken 
To avenge the loss of my life 
People may call me a brave man 
And this may very well be 
But the firefighters of Kabul 
Are just as brave men as me. 
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continued from previous page EF!J: According to Wobbly minstrel influence people and thus help to 
EF!J: Who were/are your inspirations Joe Hill, "A pamphlet, no matter how make our world a better place. 
as a songwriter? How have they influ- well-written, is read once and then EF!J: You have a diverse musical rep- 
enced your music? thrown away — but a song lasts for- ertoire: some of your songs are inflam- 

DR: In terms of other artists, I guess ever. " What are the songs you've com- matopy, wjukfqthers are not. How does 
I'd have to plug Jim Page of Seattle, posed that live on? th^^fie0foi^0M0ews, politics or 

who I think is the greatest songwriter DR: Well, in a sense, all songs have t&ughts'on tqSics it00j%tpvement? 
in the English language. More than a shelf life. In a few hundred years DR: Hm. I guess I'd say different 
anyone, Robert Hoyt and Chris Chan- we won't recognize our current form songs are a ppfopriate for different 
dler were largely responsible for help- of English, so all the songs from this occasions,' just J.ike tactics. Some- 
ing me out in terms of going in this era will be unrecognizable, assum- times it'sff?m<?lo nfake c^pain issues 
general direction as a career, and I ing our species is still alive. The ones dividing-line issues. Otjpr times it's 
think they're both great artists. Oth- that are about historical events are more appropriate to find unity 
erwise, there are so many artists I've probably the longest-lasting. Cun around some principle contradiction 
been inspired by. All of the usual EF! rent events evolve faster than his- we're facj^Mnd allow other issues 
suspects, Casey Neill, Dana Lyons, tory. The relevance of the ^fnt /to be mpjfe on the back burner. I'm 
PegMillett. Also Woody Guthrie, Pete Patrick Battalion in the Mexican- probably offending someone hor- 
Seeger, Buffy Sainte-Marie, Silvio American War will probably have rificaBy by saying this, but I believe 
Rodriguez, Pablo Milanez, Victor Jara, no more or less relevance in 20 years it to be true. We're trying to build an 
John Lennon, the list could go on than it has now. A son^lik o,;The? effective movement. It feels good to 
fairly indefinitely. Death of David Chain, oji'the other be right, but it doesn't necessarily 

EF!J: You seem to have a song for hand, has a short shelf life. It's a bit build a movement. 
every occasion. Which is your favorite? too current to be long-listing to most 9 EF!J: Certainly, you have many tales 
DR: My favorite is usually which- people. It mentions Pete Wilson, who from the road. How have you grown 
ever one I've written most recently. I is no longer the governor of Cal i for- from your travels? What have you 
like The Dying Firefighter, I suppose. I nia, Tom Brokav/ who will eveiftu- learned that you did not expect to? 
was trying to humanize the heroic ally retire and (^parle/Hmwit 2 |iyho DR: I guess I feel like I’ve met so 
firefighters of New York City, while will hou efullp ptll op ofjfcliaKme- many wonderful people. More, I 
at the same time humanizing thg time shah. / imagine, than I might meet staying 

people of Afghanistan, and 1 think 1 EF!J: Your music often ex/dp a great in one place, but I don't know, 'cause 
pulled it off. As for having a sonjSror deal of confidence and undemanding of I've never really done that since leav- 
every occasion, some would sajlphis the enemy. What is the feel m&mu want ing the suburbs as a teenager. More 
as an accusation, but to me it's |§ine- people to get from hearing your fhusic? than anything, traveling has brought 
thing to aspire to. That is, if y|p can DR:J feel like music of a "political" about the realization that there are 
write about the subject with fpniliar- nature (I put political in quotes be- good people everywhere doing great 
ity and passion, something ! always cause everyftging is political, and ev- work. They often feel really isolated 
try to do. If it's a worthpsffuggle, it's gfrything is pejjsonal. The dichotomy from each other, because they don’t 
certainly worthy^wfong. Is a false one) ips two basic functions, get to see the world the way I do, to 

EF!J: Are tJ0i any songs that have w)£ is to inspire, the othejsfs to see that activists are everywhere. 
challenged 0u personally or that you edhcate. So my goals are Jgpnspire Everywhere 1 go, I find local activ- 
wish youjffld not written? people to act, to sing about what ists, local brilliant intellectuals, lo- 

DR: I jjifbte a lot of horrible stm^^folks are doing in ordef-fo encourage cal artists, all kinds of folks whose 
whenjjjjvas younger, and I'm em- to keep it up and to educate names aren't widely known, and it 

banaapd to hear most of it now. peope about the reaMes of the mod- feels great. People teach me all kinds 
I'm al||ays pleasantly surprised by a ern world, in the hojjjs that by doing of stuff, and I grow as a result, I hope, 
good Kne or two, but mostly it was so they will act to c|jjnge it. as a human being and as an artist, 

awful Sdactic songs from my early EF!f: Can a song r9ly change any- EF!J: Given you probably believe the 
twentief||hi terms of more recent thing and make our vforld better? "strength of one" is "feeble" as the old 

stuff, whiiik I generally like on an DR: I think it wa|j|farx who said Wobbly song says, have you ever had 
artistic levefp|jdon't regret writing that art reflects reality. He might any singing partners you'd like to create 
any of it. My^fj|ur of Israel was have said that r eijB y doesn't reflect more music with? 
canceled for wriffii % Children of art, I'm not surejjpn any case, I think DR: I've often recorded and 
Jerusalem, hut I still hejjj lfcki every- that while §jgfleflects reality, the jammed with other artists, which I 
thing I wrote in the song. reverse is also true, perhaps to a enjoy tremendously. Singing har- 

wish I could've written the song ift 1 extent. I think that a mony and playing with other instru- 

such a way as to avoid alienating song, like a book or an event or any mentalists is one of life's greatest 
the Zionists, but sometimes songs number of other things that happen highs (when it's good), right up there 
have to alienate people. or that can be made to happen, can with making love under the stars or 
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taking over the streets of a city. I like playing solo, but 
if I had my druthers I'd play with other musicians more 
often. The main obstacle is having another mouth to 
feed on the road, but hopefully I'll figure out how to get 
around that one. 

EF!J: With your continual touring schedule, how are you 
able to support yourself? 

DR: Completely through the efforts of local activists 
who value music (and mine in particular) and set up 
paying gigs. As you know, the activist community is 
perpetually broke, but in spite of that I've been able to 
feed myself, keep the truck running, go to a dentist every 
once in a while and come out with new CDs periodically. 

EF!f:Any last words you'd like to share with the EF! Journal? 

DR: Hope to see you on the road and in the streets! 

David Rovics newest CD release (November 2001), Living 
in These Times, can be ordered from the Earth First! 
Journal for $17. Songs include, The Dying Firefighter, 
International Terrorists, Saint Patrick Battalion, and No 
One is Illegal. To contact David either to book a gig, buy a 
songbook or CD or just to send your regards, he can be found 
at POB 995, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130; (617) 747-4460; 
DRovics@aol.com; www.davidrovics.com. 


STRIKING CHORDS AGAINST THE EMPIRE 

DAVID ROVICS WINTER 2002 TOUR 

Northeast (ME-MD), Jan 1-14 • VA, Jan 15-16 * 
NC, Jan 17-18 • SC, Jan 19 « GA, Jan 20 • 

FL, Jan 21-22 • AL, Jan 23 • MS, Jan 24 * 

LA, Jan 25 • TX, Jan 26-28 * NM, Jan 29-31 * 
CO, Feb 1-3 « UT, Feb 4 • A Z, Feb 5-7 * 
Southern CA, Feb 8 • Nevada City, CA, Feb 9-10 • 
San Francisco Bay Area, Feb 11-13 * 
Sonoma County, CA, Feb 1 4 * 
Northwestern CA, Feb 15-16 • OR, Feb 17-19 • 
WA, Feb 20-23 • BC, Feb 24-27 • ID, Feb 28 • 
MT, March 1-4 • ND-SD, March 5 * 

MN, March 6-8 * WI, March 9-10 • 

IL, March 11-12 * IN, March 13-14 • 
Columbus, OH, March 15 • 

Louisville, KY, March 16 * PA, March 1 7-18 ; 

. _ 


WWW.DAVIDROVICS.COM 


November-December 2001 Earth First! Page 55 



An Alliance of Indigenous Peoples 6r Anarchists 


The growing movement of resistance to corporate globalization is 
grounded in a long history of indigenous peoples' struggles against 
colonization (Westernization). In many parts of the world, indigenous 
peoples are still resisting. They are fighting against the mercenary forces 
of global capitalism, our own domestic enemies. Global fascism requires 
combat from all those affected by it, and those people fighting agaipst 
civilization must unite. 



To this end, I wish to be involved with a 
publishing project that will publicize native 
peoples' struggles against corporate domina- 
tion and help us in the First World identify 
their primary enemies here, so that we can 
combine our efforts and energies. 

Please contact me if you are interested in 
undertaking this project. What is necessary 
to start: 

•A long-term mailing address. 

•People with resources, or access to re- 
sources, to assemble, publish and distribute 
the zine. 

•People willing to make a commitment to 
this project. 

Contact Rob "Los Ricos"Thaxton #121 12716, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310. 


The Quilombo Project 


First, a survey of anarchists of color. 

Then, interviews and reports in the 
anarchist and alternative presses. 

Then, new theories, new projects, 
new communities, new... 

Please come, find out about us, par- 
ticipate if you consider yourself an 
anarchist and a person of color or 
support the project if you don't. 

Contact the Quilombo Project at 
POB 8306, Ann Arbor, MI 48170; 
www.quilomboproject.org. 


"There is no justifiable reason 
why there aren't more people of 
color who consider themselves an- 
archists, other than the fact that 
the explicit proponents of anar- 
chism in the US have catered to 
white circles they felt comfort- 
able in, echoing the huge divide 
along the lines of race that still 
exist today in the rest of society. " 


"[Anarchism] is what we make it and what we want it to 
be, and it must be inclusive and designed by and for the 
most marginalized groups struggling for liberation. " 






1®W 


The new Anarchist People of Color (APOC) website has been launched, 
and we welcome your comments, links, etc. The website emerged from the 
APOC discussion list and serves to encapsulate many discussions and 
tendencies in the movement — from globalization to tenant/poverty- 
rights organizing to articulating the need for more people of color in the 
movement to networking with fellow anarchists of color. 

www.illegalvoices.org/ apoc 


Call to Action Against the 
WTO Summit in Qatar 


Peoples Global Action calls on all 
grassroots social movements, commu- 
nity-based organizations, trade unions, 
student organizations, indigenous 
peoples, farmers organizations, autono- 
mous collectives and everyone who 
wishes to participate around the world 
to carry out actions against the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) during the 
next ministerial summit in Doha, Qatar, 
November 9-13. 

The WTO's aim is simple: to remove 
anything that gets in the way of big 
business and free trade, upholding the 
freedom for multinational companies to 
act as they please. Made up of 135 mem- 
ber countries, the WTO polices interna- 
tional trade rules and continues to set an 
agenda that places profit above people 
and the planet. 

Faced with a rapidly expanding grassroots 
resistance to capitalist globalization, the 
WTQ has fled to an isolated desert dicta- 
torship for its next meeting. 

Resist the WTO throughout the world 
through direct action and civil disobedi- 
ence wherever communities are de- 
stroyed and ecosystems sacrificed for the 
sake of free trade! 

Regardless of whether the WTQ meet- 
ing is maintained or not, we will be in the 
streets, because the streets are ours. 
Grassroots organizations are organizing 
the following kinds of actions arid call on 
others to do the same: 

•Awareness-raising campaigns against 
the WTO and the effect of their policies 
on a global and local level: community 
based consultations, counter-meetings, 
public debates, publications. ‘Maximum 
disruption of the work of the trade minis- 
ters attending the conference: demands 
for the publication of national positions, 
blocking of communications or depar- 
tures of delegations, etc. »Mass actions on 
a national and international level: work 
stoppages, road blockades, occupation of 
stock exchanges and other financial insti- 
tutions (New York, San Francisco, SSo 
Paolo), liberation of grain stocks (India) on 
November 9. ‘Decentralized local action: 
land occupations, creativedemonstrations 

of alternatives from November 9-13. 

. 
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2002 Political Prisoner Calendar 

Representing freedom fighters from liberation movements and 
struggles for self determination in Puerto Rico, Mexico, US and Canada, 
the 2002 Political Prisoner Calendar will raise funds for prisoner 
medical support. 

The calendar features information on death row prisoner Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, American Indian Movement prisoner Leonard Peltier and 
many former members of the Black Panther Party and the Black 
Liberation Army who are still in prison. Also included is information on 
the recent history of Native resistance to colonization in Canada, the 
Puerto Rican Freedom Fighters who remain incarcerated and the 
prisoners being held in Mexico as a result of the eight month-long 
student strike at Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico. 

To order a calendar, send check or money order (made out to QPIRG 
Concordia) $15 for individuals or $25 for organizations. Add $3 
shipping for the first calendar and $ 1 for each additional calendar. 

Contact the Calendar Committee, c/o QPIRG Concordia, 2130Mackay 
RM 102, Montreal, PQ H3G, Canada; freeppcalendar@onebox.com. 



The Inside Books Project 


A means of distributing books 
directly to prisoners, the Inside 
Books Project sends books and lit- 
erature to people incarcerated in 
Texas prisons for free. An all volun- 
teer-run project, the need for In- 
side Books is inexhaustible. 

Donations of books, preferably 
paperback and in usable condition, 
are greatly appreciated. 

For more information, contact the 
Inside Books Project, c/o 12th St 
Books, 827 W. 12th St, Austin, TX 
78701; (512) 647-4803. 


Rally 




to Save the Animas River 

Durango, Colorado • November 9 

Congress last year authorized construction 
of the Animas-La Plata (A-LP) project. $21 
million in funding for first year pre-construc- 
tion work was approved by the House of 
-Y""' \\ Representatives. Action in the Senate could 

/ come at any time. It's not too late to stop it! 
Congress can still do the right thing by not 
funding the A-LP boondoggle. November 9 
was the date for the project's groundbreaking, but 
the ceremony has been canceled. The rally will occur 
regardless. Join us for a noontime rally in town fol- 
lowed by a march to the river. This will be a peaceful, 
family-oriented, nonviolent event. For more infor- 
mation, contact Living Rivers at (435) 259-1063. 



Dublin, Ireland 


"Stories and Strategies — Nonviolent Resis- 
tance and Social Change" 

Under this title, War Resisters' Interna- 
tional (WRI) is inviting activists from around 
the world to come to Dublin, Ireland 
from August 3-10, 2002, for WRI's 23rd Tri- 
ennial conference. 

The conference theme, "Stories and Strate- 
gies for Nonviolent Resistance and Social 
Change" is especially fitting for a conference 
in Ireland, where storytelling is a rich part of 
Irish culture. Sharing stories, from personal 
narratives to case studies, is a creative and 
empowering way to build community among 
peace activists around the world. Everyone 
attending the WRI Triennial is encouraged to 
bring stories to share about campaigns or 
individual efforts at resisting violence and 
building peace. 

WRI is actively seeking international interest 
and support for the Triennial. If you would like 
to attend or if you would like to support this 
effort with a financial contribution, please con- 
tact War Resisters' International, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London, N1 9DX, UK; triennial2002@wri- 
irg.org; www. wri-irg. org/tri/ tri02 . 



Buy Nothing Day * November 23 


On the busiest r\ 
shopping day of 
the year, the day 
after I hanksgiv ing, 
people from more 
than 30 countries take \ 

a break from the shop- \ 

til -you-drop frenzy an d i 'Wj/ 

cast a vote against the l 

global economy. \ 

For more informa- Q ( 

tion, contact Adbusters 
at (604) 736-9401; www.adbusters.org 
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A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which 
funds environmental education media. Donations 
and funding proposals can be sent to: 

Earth Defense Education Project . 

POB 3023 
Tticson AZ 85702 


Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the 
Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. 


NO COMPROMISE 


No Compromise is the premier source of 
news in the US about the grassroots 
animal liberation movement. Each issue 
is full of news, activist commentary, a 
diary of underground actions, Shadow 
Activist and our Trenches directory of 
grassroots animal liberation groups! 
Subscription Prices (1 year): 

$15 Regular $10 Student/low income $20 Outside of US 

No Compromise P.O. Box 1440 Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
831-425-3007 www.nocompromise.org 






Disorderly 

Conduct 


Green 
Anarc hy I 



Anarchist Action Collective 
POB 11331 
Eugene OR 97440 



Concerned Sinafes 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
■b 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 


music 



Subscriber Name . 
Address 


Phone : Country- 

Email 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal- 
POB 3023, Tucson, 

O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 
O $40 First Class 

o $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Credit Card Orders 

circle one: Visa / MC 

Card # 

Exp. date 


O Check here for 

a free ". Keep it 

Wild!" EF! 

— Zip music 

compilation 
tape with your 

subscription 

subscriptions 
AZ 85702 

O $40 Surface Mail, International 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 

$ DONATION 



You Make 
the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal 
with every long-distance call 
you make. Sign up for Affinity 
Long Distance and get top-qual- 
ity service, competitive rates and 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
five percent of your bill goes to 
this enviro-rag each month. To 
sign up, contact (5 10) 644-2778; 
Steve@InternetAddress.com; 
home.sprintmail.com/ 
-sfreedkin/earthphone. Or call 
Affinity directly at (800) 670- 
0008 and give these codes to 
credit the Earth First! Journal: 
Org #671 050-000 • Rep #1 41 -01 42-85 
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VISIONS OF A WASRIOi 


A REI.IEAR5AL FOR THE CiREAl" UPRISING 


Monkeywrench Jewelry 

Sterling silver, made 
from old spoons. 
Available as 12-inch 
necklace, lapel pin, and 
post or dangle earring. 
Necklace $15 
Lapel pin $10 
Earrings $10 (each) 


Rattlesnake “Don’t Tread On Me” — 
multi-color on ORGANIC dark blue 
t-shirt S, M, L, XL — $15 


all prices foreign orders add 15% 
include shipping! i 


Credit Card Orders 
Visa/MC (circle one) 
Card # 


email: Exp. date (month/year) 

Mail to: EF! Merchandise, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Rosebud “Thundermug Dana Lyons “Cows With Jim Page “Whose World is This” 

Honeypot” CD— $12 Guns” TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 CD-417 


“songe of social gg 

DAVID JlROVI 0 S 


Spirit Doc "Visions of a Warrior” 
CD— $10 


David Rovics “Living In 
These Times” CD — $17 


The $3±H! Project “A Rehearsal 
for the Great Uprising” CD — $15 


hk pRoiHiir 
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The Effects of Prisons 



by Eric Wildcat Hall 

Presenting a first hand look at the 
effects of prisons, prisoner Eric Wildcat 
Hall expresses his thoughts concerning 
the building of prisons in rural areas and 
the impacts to the local environment 

The state puts out poison to kill 
birds that nest within prison com- 
pounds and destroys the nests and 
any eggs or young therein. If there is 
even a small body of water nearby 
that will attract geese, they will be 
poisoned or killed in some other 
manner because they are attracted 
to the large areas of grass inside the 
prison. Between the fences, prison 
employees will put down gravel 
which will intice killdeer and other 
ground nesting birds to nest thereon. 
These nests will also be destroyed, 
which is very serious as many ground 
nesting birds such as the killdeer are 
endangered. At night, the huge 
lights that illuminate the prison at- 
tract curious raccoons, opossums 
and porcupines who climb the outer 
fence and eventually get tangled and 
caught in the rolls of razor wire. 
Woods around the prison will be cut 
back to at least a 100 foot perimeter 


beyond the fence, and 
here in Pennsylvania the 
Department of Correc- 
tions built a firing range 
for guards to practice their 
marksmanship with fire- 
arms, including automatic 
weapons. Whenever a 
prison is built near a state 
or national forest, the 
prison will get contracts 
to build fire roads and to 
harvest trees and use cheap 
inmate labor to do this. 

And such, a glimpse be- 
hind the razor wire shows 
the tragic environmental 
destruction wreaked by the 
prison industry. 

The services that will be 
located near the prison ca- 
ter to the desires of the 
thousands who will travel 
or relocate to the area, with 
motels, fast food restau- 
rants and gas stations to 
be built as near to the prison as 
possible. Privately owned land will be 
bought up by businesses for housing. 
Eventually, the whole area will be 
urbanized and become a permanent 
Republican district, guaranteeing elec- 
tion/re-election of the Republican 
politician term after term who lob- 
bied for the prison to be built in his/ 
her district. 

Prisons use surveillance technol- 
ogy and hire additional personale to 
counter any potential threats from 
family and friends that travel into 
the area to visit a prisoner and to 
discourage any family or friends of 
prisoners from moving into the area. 
They only want pro-government, 
pro-police minded people moving 
into the area so as to insure a Repub- 
lican majority. This is what rural 
prison construction is mainly about, 
in addition to separating prisoners 
from family with long distances be- 
tween them. 

Minority visitors to these areas will 
be racially profiled for harassment to 
discourage their visiting a prisoner. 
All of which will have an effect on any 
activist groups associated with protec- 
tion of the environment, who will 


have to travel into high security areas 
to protest logging and road building 
within the forests. 

I believe that it is imperative that 
activists use any means (short of kill- 
ing and serious bodily injury) in effort 
to halt new prison construction. 

The capitalist elite and their politi- 
cians perceive that as they continue to 
oppress and exploit that there will be a 
return to the more disruptive tactics of 
the late 1960s and 1970s. They build 
high security prisons so as to insure the 
space is available to imprison those who 
are opposed to the New World Order of 
capitalist exploitation of human beings 
and natural resources. The government 
doesn't even need these prisons now, 
they are building them nationwide to 
be prepared to fill it up with activists, 
just as they previously did. 


Update on Prisoners 


• Standing I leer, who was released 
exactly one week before the attack 
of the WTC, would like to thank you 
all foryour unswerving support, not 
only in times of crisis, but through- 
out his 25 years of incarceration. 

He would greatly appreciate it if 
some of you would write him some- 
times. as he wishes to acknowledge 
his appreciation personally, and 
come to know for himself the many 
people who placed a safety net be- 
neath him so that he is here today- 
alive and free. 

He is still in a state of bliss and has 
not quite shaken off the golden dust 
of freedom yet!! He is also busy try- 
ing to become acclimated to life out 
here. It is not always easy, to re- 
adjust oneself after 25 years behind 
bars, but Standing Deer is a strong, 
valiant warrior. His efforts to re* 
adjust to the outside world are strong 
and valiant and are to be admired. 

Contact Standing Deer Wilson, 
977 Bunker Hill Rd#l 1 3, Houston, 
TX 77024. 

•Corey Marcia was released after 
serving a sentence lor trespassing 
on national forest land where the 
Department of Livestock set up one 
of their buffalo traps. 


Page 60 Earth First! Satnhain 2001 




Prisoner Support Groups 




•Mel Broughton, #DJ8216, H? 
Avenue, Bovingdon, Hemel Iipai 
Serving four years for conspiracy 
•Barry Horne, #VC2141, HMJ 
Thamesmead, London, SE2S OLE 
10, Federal Prison Camp, POB for various anti-vivisection axM 
njail@riseup.net. Six months Si/ 

of the Americas. Anti-Globalization 

le Dr, Nelsonville, OH 45764. ‘Robert Thaxton, #12112?I6j 
i October 22 for protesting 97310. Rob threw a rock at ,i cop 

Eugene J1 8 Reclaim the Streets a 
71, OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, year "mandatory minimum" ||| 
for 1 1 charges relating to two »PauI Robinson, Goteburg 1 

Goteburg Polis Headquarters (pri 
?7662, SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Goteburg, Sweden. One yeai linf 
e-and-a-half-year sentence for 
x)ssession of unlawful devices. 

>45, FMC Carswell, Admin 
orth, TX 76127. Serving 27 
setting the money on fire 
nouncing greed, capitalism 
ironment. 

Tigli, 14 13900, Biella, Italy. 

>f direct actions in Italy. Also, 

&M ho he can serve a 10-year 
fflp “Marco can read French, 


to°16, DCC, 1140 East 10 Rd, 
i years for the arson of a townhouse 
bef "Summer of 2000. Due to be 


Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5: 
Albion, PA 16475-0002. Sen 
ship arms to Central Americ; 

•Linn (Lenny) Chavez, c/o 
94694; saiic@igc.apc.org. A 36< 
man, Lenny was cutting wo 
attacked by a right wing Arj 
grabbed Lenny's chainsaw, th 
the property. Fearing foniNaj 
his penknife and inflicted nor 

I de Pamplona, C/San Roque, While the other man went 
Iona, Navarra, Spain. Serving attempted murder, 
cables on the consruction site ‘Leonard Peltier, #89637-13 

66048. An American IndianM 
ffl Rd, Sherwood, Nottingham, two life sentences, having beet 
jjor criminal damage to quar- FBI agents. 

Ladies quarry. 

asfrolierto, Via Ferrerinoli no 2, 
uk Serving six years and eight 
if line construction site in the 
| can read Spanish, Italian and 


MOVE 

Some of the MOVE prisoners a 
at the same prison address. He 
separately, not as a group. 

•Debbie Simms Africa (#00 
(#006308), Janine Philips j 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullertoi; 
16403-1238. J 

•Michael Davis Africa (#A* 
(#AM4975), SCI Grateford, 

•Edward Goodman Afrit a. 
17011-0200. 

•William Philips Africa (fi 
(#AM4985), SCI Dallas, Drawe 


|gwes, Brighton Road, East Sussex, 
j^st 28 on suspicion of making 
/arious animal and Earth abusers. 
>9, HMP Lewes, East Sussex, 
jwthree years for committing 
jiT the managing director of 
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First! Directory 


ALABAMA 

University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

Wildfire Infoshop 

POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 1601, Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
phoenixef@exc'te.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 

Environmentally Sound Promotions 

POB 2254, Redway, CA 95560 
(707) 923-4949; ensopro@asis.com 

Fairfax Action Team 


The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 

INDIANA 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
ty ezart@yah oo.com 
LOUISIANA 
New Orleans EF! 

(504) 561-8182; vedanta28@hotmail.com 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St Apt. 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 


Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Vegan Noise 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@hotmail.com 



POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 

(707) 523-1229 

Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen — : ‘ m 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 . 

FLORIDA ' 

Big Bend EF! ZS 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 
(904) 421-1559 

Gainesville/Ichetuc'knee EF! ^ - 

c/o CMC, 1021 W. I imersity He 
Gainesville, FL 3260Js*'' > ^C^5^5^^ 
(352) 373-0010, 
gainesvilleEF@flplip.cdrh 
Alachua EF! iSSspi 

POB 1638, Alachua,, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Lake Worth EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FI 33460 
littleprincel@juno com " ' 

Stone Soup Collective ' ' 'jjT- 

1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 
(407)999,7700 - 

GEORGIA 2 S 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 3Q603 "WJpS? 
foothills@katuah.org . 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
ILLINOIS 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago IL 6065 
friends@enteract.com 


Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor 
Mother Earth) 

;J>OB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538 
tWeeyes@westriv.com 

Iiake Erie EF! 

■^K83^%ood, Toledo, OH 43620 


Huron River Valley EF! Xn,, 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 4810(3 %. 
Popular Power \\ 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 

Church of Deep Ecology ,; ; ^ ^ 

--46J2) 362-3387;^^ 
churchofdeepecology@hotmail,com V . 
Boundary Waters EF! 


lia Forest Defenders 
,ljl2rftugene, OR 97440 
84-89J17; mickey@efn.org 
y A<)tibn Network 
.1£Bl$igene, OR 97440 
84-Sy?$; greencanopy@popmail.com 
[tns. Biodiversity Project 
^Villiams Lane, Fossil, OR 97830 
Arsis EF! 

l|3, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
92-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
■VANIA , / J 


PA 15106 


Faction 


teman, MT 5971 


tonio@hotmail.com 


120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
IF! 

UmWaughDr, 


’ilance 

iroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 


POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 
actionnm@yahoo.com 


Dallas, TX 75382 
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Glasgow EF! 


U0-740 #(> OS Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
•Dong, Jbngro-Gu, Seoul 

.82-2-766-4180 (fax); 
korea.org 


SlobodnaAlternativa 

>• ' ' StaromSSf ska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
■ SOUTH AFRI CA 

POB'181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 


There is an international Earth First! web 
page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 

AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org. au 
Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; 
earth_first@ziplip.com 


EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax); 
falcone@fiberia.com 


Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz; 

www.ecn.cz/zemepredevsim 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Center 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

(420) 2781-0849; 781-67-27 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

F.IRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Robert 
robatg@hotmail.com 


Workshop for All Beings 
U. Jasna 17, 43-360 Bystra 
tel/fax 48-33-817-14-68; 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38- 1 6; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, 236000 Kaliningrad, Russia 
7 (0112) 44-84-43; 
ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(095) 954-91-93 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 

seymoirilabya@hotmail.com 

' ** ' - ... risv-.' 

International 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 Bihar; 

POB 229 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 1 76, Tagig Central PO 1632 Tagig, 
M. Mia. 
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Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

- : '•■ '-•'POB 322, Kiev 252187 --'' -• 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


Projects 6 Campaigns 

Bioengineering Action Network 

ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 

(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

tel/fax (925) 376-7329 

End Corporate Dominance 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 

(541) 468-2028 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 

Earth Liberation Front 

www.earthliberationfront.com 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC 

V9N 7P1, Canada 

(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net 





Diet for a New America 



by John Robbins 

Wild critters are alive until they're dead. Unfortunately, 
most Americans these days are neither alive nor totally dead. 
They sleep but do not dream, and they breathe but never very 
deeply. They stumble through their days and argue 
unconvincingly (between complaints) that they are happy. 
Medication and entertainment keep people numb and dis- 
tracted. Elation and anguish are strangely absent from their 
lives, just as large predators are missing from the landscape. 
Statistically, stubbed toes and paper cuts are the main source 
of adrenaline for the middle class. Though they can muster up 
tears for strangers who died in the latest plane wreck or for 
Oprah's tragic guest, they seem to come up a quarter short for 
the bum in their doorway. They'll never experience a gore 
wound, tumble down a mountain or even get punched in the 
nose. Their pain is worse. It's the suffering caused by an 
atrophied spirit. In few cases can it ever be cured, and the 


A Modest Proposal 


misery is unimaginable to any species, human, tree or 
bird that still has a heart, sap or song. 

Anarchy would assert that these folks can some- 
how be awakened, that they can be empowered, 
saved, shown the light or liberated. Or even better, 
that they will one day decide to save themselves. 
Let's face it though, most people suck. They are 
neither capable of, nor willing to master their own 
lives, and it's for their own good — and the good of 
all — if we eat the fucking sheep. 

Yes, cannibalism is the tactic I am advocating, 
though admittedly it isn't for everybody. Unlike 
most of our other tactics, its effectiveness does not 
depend on gaining recruits or having a critical mass. It 
satisfies not only the stomach, but also the conscience of 
that rare person who feels that it's not enough to sym- 
bolically "defend" the wild, but more than anything 
longs to be wild. 

Cannibalism is strategically sound and is an example 
of the permaculture multi-use principle at its best. Not 
only does it reduce both overpopulation and global starva- 
tion, but eating the rich would serve to free up much- 
needed resources. This, turn in, will relieve some of the 
environmental strain caused by overconsumption while 
simultaneously helping the economy. 

It does not dilute its message for a media sound bite, but 
instead bites the anchorperson in the throat. Instead of 
pathetically begging politicians for table scraps, we can 
have them for the main course. Imagine... savage tribes of 
high schoolers head hunting in the burnt remains of Wall 
Street. Artists and activists — malnourished no longer — 
practicing with their homemade bows on the slowest, 
most bountiful game while it lasts. The once starving 
millions now exchanging recipes for "country fried capi- 
talist" over dinner and canning colonialists for later con- 
sumption. And Buddha-bellied ex-gangsters lounging 
around in recovering clearcuts, picking their teeth and 
belching beside their cook fires. 

The pacifists will be opposed, but they are the most 
nutritious anyway, with all their special diets and wheat 
grass enemas. The strict vegans will have to overcome some 
dogma — or else arm themselves. Some folks may be too 
nasty to eat, but we can still hunt them for sport. 

So broil a bureaucrat, roast a republican, try some mon- 
arch-a-la-king. Pass me a copdog. Do you know what they 
put in those things? Saute a CEO and try some fried 
Freddies with capitalist custard and papal sauce. Just cut 
out the bad parts and cook the rest well! 

John Robbins is an angry kid who doesn't believe in killing 
anything more beautiful than himself. He hasn't tried any of 
the tactics that he suggests here — and he'd never admit it if he 
had. He's waiting until he finds his band of wannabe feral 
were-revolutionaries, and until then he's sitting around fanta- 
sizing about it. 


Page 64 Earth First! Samhain 2001 




■ 

■ 

fj 



Warren Stephens 

Steven Paul Jobs 

August Busch III 

Maurice Greenberg 

Vance D. Coffman 

Jack M. Greenberg 

Stephens Inc. 

Apple 

Anheuser-Busch 

American Inti. Group 

Lockheed Martin 

McDonald's Corp. 





rllt r 

’£ f { Is 

§ 

— r 


i > L • w 


1st r 

r j ?.j 


% " 

u 


Michael Eisner William Esrey Bernard Ebbers George J. Harad Robert Shapiro Phillip H. Knight 


Walt Disney 
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Arthur Levinson Wm. Stravropoulos Carleton Fiorina Sanford Weill Earl F. Inglehart Lee R. Raymond 

Genentech DOW Chemical Hewlett-Packard Citigroup Peabody Group Exxon Mobil 



John F. Welch Gerald Levin Michael Dell Luis Gerstner Jr. Dr. Ray R. Irani Charles Hurwitz 

General Electric AOL Time -Warner Dell Computer IBM Occidental Petroleum Maxxam 


The Earth is not dying , it is being killed, and the 
people who are killing it have names and addresses . 
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T he Moment is Ripe 


As says Su Negrin, begin at start. 
What is more elemental than nourish- 
ing ourselves through food? This most 
basic aspect of our lives, our very sus- 
tenance, has been usurped. 

Do you know how the stewards of 
your food are treated, even on the or- 
ganic version of your average industrial- 
ized food-production farm? How much 
burning petrol it takes to bring your 
food to the shelf? 

What is even inside 
the substances that 
you eat? 

A decreasing 
majority of the 
people inhabiting 
this planet sustain 
themselves without 
a dependence on 
agribusiness. It is es- 
sential in providing 
the roots for local 
self-sufficiency. As 
DC guerrilla gar- 
deners have said, 

"Gardens are revo- 
lutionary infra- 
structure." Indeed. 

Let's not dissect 
the evils of corpo- 
rate food — let's feed ourselves! The 
creation of a garden is as simple as you 
make it. Be it a barren patch of Earth 
newly liberated from the smothering 
embrace of concrete, a rooftop or a 
porch smattering of five-gallon buck- 
ets, it can take any form you desire. Be 
resourceful! Imagination can mani- 
fest square-foot primitive horticulture 
just about anywhere. 

Redistribute the flowers in front of 
the bank. Hunt for seeds of native 
edibles in your bioregion, harvest rain- 
water and runoff. Rescue plants from 
construction sites. Gather random 
neighbors and be the impetus for shared 
gardens. Mimic the wild in your gar- 
den — forsake even rows and allow the 
abundant chaos of weeds to reign. With 
some research on the needs of your 


plants and a focused attunement to 
them, your garden will grow itself! 

For those that manage their energy 
in such a way that they feel too "busy" 
to grow their own food, I ask you: 
Have you forgotten that you are call- 
ing the shots here? We do what we 
make the time to do. Free yourself 
from wage slavery by eliminating the 
need to buy some or most of what you 
eat. Grow enough 
to feed the nomads 
among us. Ingest- 
ing fresh, native, 
seasonal plants 
gives us vibrant 
health. And how 
delicious it is to 
sink our fangs into 
a succulent squash 
that we first knew 
as a seed! 

Agriculture is 
not the answer. I 
am not advocating 
the cultivation of 
every last expanse 
of Earth. The do- 
mestication of the 
wild has given rise 
to innumerable 
plundering institutions. Until there is 
a chaos of wild greens, berries and 
fruit trees busting out of every tear in 
the veneer of tamed space, growing 
food is essential. Let us seed the Earth 
for future urban foragers. 

Beyond your local co-op or 
dumpsters there lie scarred stretches 
of soil in need of some lovin'. The 
moment is ripe for reawakening our 
primordial instinct to feed ourselves. 
Let's build up our autonomous net- 
works now and watch it all burn with 
full bellies! Each seed held in our hands 
is the ultimate metaphor. Plant! Place 
the seeds of wildness in the supple 
Earth, keep them moist and witness 
their stretch toward sky. 

— aleksandra 
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Stumpy-tails ( Tiliqua rugosa), large, 
long-lived, lumbering lizards of semi- 
arid Australia are monogamous odorif- 
erous star-gazers. Also called sleepy liz- 
ards, these gila monster look-alikes are 
slow and peaceful. Even their dramatic 
open-mouthed threat display is un- 
convincing since their broad, black, 
leaf-shaped 
tongues are often 
studded with 
bright flowers, 
one of their main 
food items. 

Upon reaching 
sexual maturity at 
three to five years, 
stumpy-tails se- 
lect a partner who 
is the least related 
to them of all pro- 
spective mates in 
theirhomerange. 

This inbreeding- 
avoidance mechanism is likely impor- 
tant because they live to be 30 and 
don't travel far, and thus adults and 
their adult offspring often coexist. Once 
selected, members of a mating pair live 
separately for most of the year, reunit- 
ing in the spring to spend the six-week 
mating season together. They then part, 
and during the next five months the 
pregnant female's internal organs be- 
come increasingly squashed, causing 
gasping until one to three live young 
are born. About 85 percent of the 


by Faith Walker 


y time all young are fathered 
by partners. The others herald from 
extra-pair copulation that occurs 
when females are not satisfied with 
the amount of attention given to 
them by their partners, a situation 
that can lead to divorce. 

Most stumpy-tail pairs reunite for 


Stumpy-tail snacking 

years, a feat accomplished by celestial 
cues and smell. A "third eye" on the 
forehead has photoreceptors that en- 
able these lizards to use a celestial 
compass to navigate and stay within 
their home area. Olfaction is also used 
to recognize who's who among 
stumpy-tails. Stumpy-tails thus rock 
the lizard world because they are the 
most monogamous lizard and because 
their homing behavior and individual 
recognition skills are refined. 


A brief note on the question of 
strategy. Given the current climate 
of "Eco Terrorist" hysteria, it would 
seem an appropriate time for another 
angle than the "in-your-face" style 
arsons and the like. We know that 
effective, silent sabotage is seldom 
made public. We don't need to make 
heroes and martyrs of ourselves whilst 
adding fuel to their strategy of defile 
and destroy. 

Remember that which is most effec- 
tive, take what works and use it! 
p.s. Has anyone met an angry dog 


don't bark. They put their head 
down, cut an arc to your blindspot 
and strike deep where you're tender 
and meaty. 

Sincerely, 

— A DINGO FIGHTING IN THE DARK 

continued on page 42 


We want you! 


The Earth First! Journal , located in 
sunny Tucson, Arizona, has an open- 
ing for a new member of our edito- 
rial staff. It could be you. 

Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards— working on a consensus 
basis with a tight six-person collec- 
tive among a supportive community 
to publish a magazine essential to the 
radical environmental movement. 

Our new long-term editor ideally 
will have publishing experience, be 
personally compatible with existing 
staff, have pounds of patience, be 
computer literate, have excellent ed- 
iting skills and a sense of humor. As 
a collective, all of the work is shared, 
so a motivated, hard-working indi- 
vidual is required! 

To apply, send your resume and a 
letter of interst to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85 702. 
Please forward a writing sample, ac- 
tivist history and the names of some 
EF! activists who can vouch for you. 


We’re Looking for a 
FewShort-Termers 


In addition to our current search 
for a new long-term Journal editor, 
we're seeking individuals who would 
be interested in working on one is- 
sue of the Journal as a short-term 
editor. This rotating position allows 
the Journal to grow with different 
voices and gives individuals an ex- 
perience to remember. 

And the wait isn't that long any- 
more. So think about it and inquire 
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How Cascadians Made S&M Work for Them 


by R.T. Vole 

In the early 1990s, President Clinton 
engineered the Option 9 Forest Plan, 
otherwise known as the Northwest For- 
est Plan (NFP), to put an end to the 
ongoing “ timber wars" of the Pacific 
Northwest. The NFP was meant to make 
both environmentalists and the logging 
industry happy. Years later no one is 
happy, least of all the forests, and the 
NFP has ended up being a recipe for 
ecosystem destruction and continued 
controversy and protest. 

" Survey and Manage" ( S&M ) was one of 
the main selling points to Clinton 's sell-out, 
compromise plan. The rationale of the NFP 
was that by surveying for and then “man- 
aging" rare and sensi tive species, they could 
both logmuch of our last remaining ancient 
forests and protect and ensure the long- 
term viability of old-growth dependent spe- 
cies on the brink of extinction. 


These meager, compromise provisions, 
thrown in to appease environmental 
groups, were not even being followed. 
Finally, in November 1 998, the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council (ONRC) along 
with a coalition of 13 environmental 
groups won what is now referred to as the 
S&M lawsuit (see ONRC Action v. 
USFS), which forced the USFS to do the 
required wildlife surveys. 

For the past four years in Oregon, 
people have occupied controversial 
northwestern timber sales — such as 
Clark/Fall Creek, Winberry, Harry 
Thomas, Slap, Snog and Eagle — by 
living in the upper canopy of these 
majestic ancient forests. Little did 
they know that their small, shy, not 
yet noticed neighbor would be the 
one to throw the veritable 
monkeywrench into the US Forest 
Service (USFS) and the timber 
industry's 2001 logging season plans. 

The red tree vole 
(RTV) is one of hun- 
dreds of Survey and 
Manage species. It 
is joined on the 
S&M list by many 
mosses, lichens, 
mushrooms, vascu- 
lar plants, insects, 
spiders, slugs, 
snails, amphibians 
and mammals. 

Depending on the 
particular species, 
the "management" 
aspect of S&M can 
mean anyt hing from 
documentation (no 
protection) to the 
creation of a large 
protection buffer, re- 
ferred to as a habitat 
area. Among the spe- 
cies given large pro- 
tection buffers are 
the RTV (10 acres per 
active nest), the 
Pseudocyphellaria 
rainierensis lichen (20 
acres) and the 
Bridgeoporous 
noblissimus fungus, 
also known as the 
green pizza mush- 
room (600 acres). 


The pizza mushroom would be great 
to find, but unfortunately it is very 
rare, with only six known sites docu- 
mented. The catch with these "buff- 
ers" is that they do not have to evenly 
encircle the species at risk. The species 
does need to be included somewhere 
in the "buffer," but the rest of the 
"buffer" (often times the majority of 
the "buffer") can be placed outside of 
the unit. Quite a trick, huh? Unfortu- 
nately, that's only the beginning of 
the trickery. 

As we began monitoring the "offi- 
cial" USFS surveys, we realized how 
inaccurate, vague and inconsistent 
the survey protocols were and the 
extent of the loopholes in their man- 
agement recommendations. The 
USFS surveyed for small RTV nests 
or a treetop lichen by simply walk- 
ing along pre-set transect lines and 
looking up into the old-growth 
canopy. In most old-growth forests 
where the surveys are taking place, 
a person can't see more than 50 feet 
into the canopy before vision is 
blocked by dense branches and 
thick, hanging mosses. For RTVs 
they do climb under some circum- 
stances, but for lichens (some of 
which are mainly found in the up- 
per canopy) climbing is never part 
of the protocol! Surveyors are often 
given instructions that impair their 
ability to find species and that cre- 
ate an economic incentive to do 
hasty and inadequate surveys. Qne 
example is that the USFS directs the 
professional RTV climbers to only 
climb two-thirds of the way up the 
tree. Much of the time, RTVs con- 
struct their nest in the top third of 
the tree. 

When we noticed what an inad- 
equate job the USFS was doing for the 
RTVs, we began searching ourselves. 
At first it was difficult, but soon we got 
the hang of it, and our results made us 
wonder if the USFS was really trying to 
find these cute critters in the first 
place. Hmm... For each active RTV 
nest, they have to protect 10 acres of 
ancient forest? 1 guess it's not in their 
best interest as pawns of the timber 
industry to actually find too many of 
these furry Mends. 

on page Si 


Page 4 Earth First! Yule 2002 



me of the Red Tree Vole 


by R.T. Vole 


rerything was going pretty well for 
us here in the forest. We just like to keep 
to ourselves, you know, do our own 
thing. We don't really bother anyone. 

We wish no one bothered us, but 
that's another story. Spotted Owl, 
she's always circling around trying to 
find us to eat for lunch. We’re her 
primary food source, or so the experts 
say. I guess everyone's got to eat, 
huh? Personally, I just eat Doug fir 
needles, like the way you may eat 
corn on the cob. Then I use the ined- 
ible spine to build my nest. I also 
drink the dew and mist that con- 
denses on the needles and branches. 
Pretty sustainable, don't you think? 

Anyway, we mainly stay up here in 
the upper canopy of the ancient for- 


ests, where it is high 
enough that all those 
ground animals can't get 
us and dense enough 
that all the flying ones 
can't see us so easily. Besides, 
we like it up here. And of course, 
the branch structure found in 
these parts is like nothing else for 
building nests. We're pretty small, 
about six inches nose to tail, so we 
don't take up much space. I've never 
been down to the ground myself, 
and I'd like to keep it that way if I can 
help it. Of course, it's not always up 
to us these days. 

Spotted Owl, she's nothing com- 
pared to the humans and their big, 
loud machines. I've been somewhat 
safe in this little grove along Fall Creek, 
but some of my friends who have 
ended up here have different stories. 
It is not a real big place, and some- 
times I feel really cornered by the 
clearcuts, especially back a few years 
ago when the big machines were com- 
ing around a lot and built that big 
nasty road. There isn't anywhere else 
for us to go. We travel from branch to 
branch, 
and we 
can't 
live in 
clearcuts. 

Techni- 
cally, we can 
live in younger 
forests for a little 
while, but we won't 
flourish. Eventually, 
we just die off. It's 
tough because not only 
do we need to live in an- 
cient forests, but we need to 
live in ones that are at cer- 
tain elevations and have the 
right temperature and mois- 
ture conditions. 

About 16 seasons ago 
some very funny 
looking animals 
showed up. Ap- 
parently they 
wanted to live 
like us, but 
they couldn't 


even climb. They had to use some 
very strange contraptions to get up 
into the tree and build their nests. 
Our friends who had come here from 
afar said these animals were humans, 
like the ones who had come in and 
destroyed their previous homes. 

These humans just seemed to sit 
there though. It was very puzzling. 
Luckily, they were non-observant, to 
say the least, so it was quite easy for 
us to spy on them and listen in on 
their conversations to get an idea of 
what they were all about. They refer 
to themselves as "treesitters," "anar- 
chists" and "forest defenders," and 
they want to protect our homes — 
not destroy them. There seem to be 
sightings of them in other forests as 
well. They're somewhat arrogant, 
messy, wasteful and have quite a way 
to go to really "connect with na- 
ture," as they say. All in all, they 
have been useful to us in protecting 
our home for now. But I'm looking 
forward to the day when we can 
travel from branch to branch once 
again without bumping into one of 
their stinky nests. 
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★ ★ News From the Police State 


On October 26, President Bush signed into law a 
draconian piece of legislation with the impossibly ludi- 
crous sounding name of USA PATRIOT Act (USAPA) — an 
acronym for Uniting and Strengthening America by 
Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and 
Obstruct Terrorism. The rights we are being forced to 
give up under this law were described 
in the Mabon issue of the EF! Journal, 
but since then other laws have passed 
or are being considered which could 
have far-reaching effects on activists 
and their supporters. 

Secret Military Tribunals 

Bush signed the "Military Order of 
November 13 pertaining to Detention, 

Treatment and Trial of Certain Non- 
Citizens in the War Against Terrorism" 
which allows the convening of secret 
military tribunals to try, and possibly 
execute, suspected terrorists. Under the 
order, the president determines who is 
a terrorist suspect to be detained by the 
Department of Defense, which is de- 
veloping policies and procedures to 
govern military tribunals, rules of pro- 
cedure and evidence, as well as qualifi- 
cations for counsel in the proceedings. 

Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld would then be responsible 
for setting up the meeting time and 
location of the commission, including 
whether or not it would meet outside the US. He is also 
supposed to "ensure that suspects are provided with care 
while under arrest and that their rights are not violated." 

Although the order thus far applies only to non-citi- 
zens — including lawful permanent residents — it is not 


JOIN THE WAR 



AGAINST 

TERRORISM 


hard to imagine that this new law will eventually be 
changed to apply to domestic activists as well, especially 
given that the definition of terrorism in US law is ex- 
tremely broad and may include any bodily act alleged "to 
intimidate or coerce a civilian population; or to influence 
the policy of a government." 

"The use of military tribunals would 
apparently authorize secret trials with- 
out a jury and without the requirement 
of a unanimous verdict and would limit 
a defendant's opportunities to confront 
the evidence against him [sic] and 
choose his own lawyer," said Laura 
Murphy, legislative director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union office 
in Washington, DC. 

A military trial could be held secretly 
in a prosecution-friendly environment, 
where prosecutors could present evi- 
dence that would not normally be al- 
lowed in civilian courts. Hearsay evi- 
dence and information obtained from 
wiretapping — not allowed in some regu- 
lar court proceedings — could be allowed 
in military trials. 

Suspects will still retain the right to 
have a lawyer, but experts say it is un- 
clear whether the defense would have 
access to all the evidence prosecutors 
would present. 

When asked whether a tribunal would 
violate the rights of terrorist suspects, 
Vice President Dick Cheney said, "They don't deserve the 
same guarantees and safeguards that we use for an Ameri- 
can citizen. They will have a fair trial under the procedures 
of the military tribunal." 

continued on page 52 


The New McCarTHYISMI Representative Scot t M< Inms 
Challenges Groups To Disavow “Ecm f.rrokjsm” 


Further fanning the flames of terror- 
ism hysteria, Representative Scott 
Mclnnis of Colorado sent a letter signed 
by himself, House Resources Commit- 
tee < hairm.m James I lansen and other 
members of Congress to national envi- 
ronmental organizations calling on 
them to publicly disavow the actions of 
the Larth Liberation Front and Animal 
liberation Front. The letter gave the 
environmental groups until December 
I to respond. 

"In probing the threat of terrorism, it 
only stands to reason that Congress 
should probe the threat of ecoterrorism 
as well," Mclnnis said. "It is cruc ial that 
key environmental organizations join 


with us in combating these underground 
eco terrori st organ iza tions. " 

Mclnnis, who chairs the House Re- 
sources Subcommittee on forests and For- 
est Health, has scheduled a hearing to 
probe the "threat of ecoterrorism” in Feb- 
ruary 2002. 

The October 30 letter, sent to the Sierra 
Club, Greenpeace, liarthjustice, League of 
Conservation Voters, World Wildlife Fund, 
National Wildlife Federation and the Na- 
tional Resources Defense Council, stated. 
"As our nation begins the recovery and 
healing process following die tragedy of 
September 11, we believe it is critical for 
Americans of every background and po- 
litical stripe to disavow terrorism in all its 


forms and manifestations. No matter its 
shape, source oi motivation, Americans 
simply cannot tolerate, either overtly or 
through silence, the use of violence and 
terror as an instrument ot promoting 
social and political change. 

"With this understanding, we are 
calling on you and your organization 
to publicly disavow the actions of 
ecoterrorist organizations like the Earth 
Liberation Front and Animal Libera- 
tion Front. F.coterrorist cells like these 
have exacted a substantial financial 
and personal toll on scores of individu- 
als and enterprises in all comers of the 
United States. 

"We trust that you will join us in 
publicly condemning this source of 
domestic violence. Your statement 
would send a profound and powerful 
message to these organizations-. 
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Do You Know the Difference 

Between Good Guys and Evildoersl 

Use this handy guide to tell the difference between terrorists 
and the US government. 

Terrorists: 

Supposed leader is the spoiled son of a powerful politician, 
from extremely wealthy oil family. 

US Government: 

Supposed leader is the spoiled son of a powerful politician, 
from extremely wealthy oil family. 

Terrorists: 

Leader has declared a holy war ("Jihad") against his "enemies;" 
believes any nation not with him is against him; believes God is 
on his side and that any means are justified. 

US Government: 

Leader has declared a holy war ("Crusade") against his "en- 
emies; " believes any nation not with him is against him; believes 
God is on his side and that any means are justified. 

Terrorists: 

Supported by extreme fundamentalist religious leaders who 
preach hatred, intolerance, subjugation of women and persecu- 
tion of non-believers. 

US Government: 

Supported by extreme fundamentalist religious leaders who 
preach hatred, intolerance, subjugation of women and persecu- 
tion of non-believers. 

Terrorists: 

Kills thousands of innocent civilians, many of them 
children, in cold-blooded bombings. 

US Government: 

Kills (tens of) thousands of innocent civilians, many of 
them children, in cold-blooded bombings. 

Terrorists: 

Operates through a clandestine organization (al Qaeda) with 
agents in many countries — uses bombing, assassination and 
other terrorist tactics. 

US Government: 

Operates through a clandestine organization (CIA) with agents 
in many countries — uses bombing, assassination and other 
terrorist tactics. 


Americans of every background and terrorists and protecting the nation from convince the public that drilling in 
political persuasion repudiate the use anthrax rather than wasting taxpayer dol- AN WR— -the Arctic National Wildlife 
of terror in every form, including en- lars to harass environmentalists. Buck Refuge— -is a bad idea. These are the 
vironmental terrorism." Parker, executive director of Earthjustice, groups that are saying: "There has 

Leaders of many mainstream envi- said he did not want to dignify the letter never been a better time to conserve 
ronmental groups Insist they have with a reply. and to reduce the nation's depen- 

never overtly or silently tolerated acts Mostly, the response from environ- dence on foreign oil," said 
of property destruction and call the raentalists has been outrage. "I'm Passacantando. "These congressmen 
letter “McCarthyesque." troubled by the fact there is a certain are afraid of our message." 

The Sierra Club and Greenpeace re- witch-hunt aspect to this, " said Parker. But not all the groups were offended, 

turned curt responses saying they have He asked whether Mclnnis and his col- In letters published in the New York 

always denounced ecoterrorism. "We leagues would send letters to anti-abor- Times and sent to the congressmen, 
have been denouncing ecoterrorism tion groups such as the National Right the National Wildlife Federation criti- 
since before Scott Mclnnis knew it even to Life Committee and other conserva- cized the use of property destruction 
existed," said Sierra Club Executive Di- tive organizations demanding that they to push environmental objectives, 
rector Carl Pope, who noted his group also denounce terrorism and murder Spokesman Phil Kavits said eco-sabo- 
has offered rewards for the capture of inflicted by pro-life fanatics and anti- teurs are a threat to the entire envi- 
eeo-saboteurs. government extremists. ronmental movement and that "the 

John Passacantando, executive direc- Why is it a good time to bash envi- use of violence or destruction of prop- 

torofGreenpeaceUSA,wrotethatelected ronmental organizations? Because erty is not an appropriate means of 
officials should get to work rooting out these are the groups that are trying to realizing environmental objectives." 
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Terrorists: 

Using war as a pretext to clamp down on dissent and under- 
mine civil liberties. 

US Government: 

Using war as a pretext to clamp down on dissent and under- 
mine civil liberties. 

Terrorists: 

Weapon of choice: a three-dollar box cutter. 

US Government: 

Weapon of choice: a billion-dollar B1 bomber. 


cartoon by Matt Wuerker 



by Mitch Friedman 

On May 21, some morons simultaneously torched a 
poplar tree farm in Oregon and the Center for Urban 
Horticulture at the University of Washington in Seattle. 
The connection is that the Center houses a researcher, 
Toby Bradshaw, who studies poplar hybridization. Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) activists took credit for the fire 
bombings and left graffiti at the Oregon site reading, "You 
cannot control what 
is wild." (see EF!J 
June-July 2001). 

I don't use the term 
"morons" lightly. 

This action was in- 
credibly stupid at ev- 
ery level, from the 
direct damage it did, 
to its larger strategic 
implications, to the 
way it reflects on 
people who engage 
in direct action. 

Here's why: 

The communique 
from the ELF states, 

"Bradshaw, the driv- 
ing force in GE tree 
research, continues 
to unleash mutant 
genes into the environment that are certain to cause 
irreversible harm to forest ecosystems." 

But Bradshaw doesn't do "GE" and unleashes no more 
mutant genes than Mother Nature herself (without muta- 
tion, we'd all be blue-green algae now). His research 
instead involves hybridization, which is in essence the 
same process humans have used in agriculture for thou- 
sands of years. I realize that people opposed to industrial 
civilization may not like agriculture. But at the genetic 
level, what makes poplar farms for pulp any different from 
maize grown by pre-colonial Native Americans or even 
from your neighbor's organic raspberries? 

For that matter, what makes Bradshaw's poplars differ- 
ent from the hemp, kenaf or any of the other fast-growing 
fiber plants that are widely touted by environmentalists as 
pulp alternatives to logging native forests? Most poplar 
stands are planted over agricultural fields, substituting for 
things like dairy cows or tulip bulbs rather than native 
forests. This not only could take pressure off native forests, 
but is a hell of a lot better for the streams and rivers. 

The EF! Journal disputed Bradshaw's denial that he en- 
gages in genetic engineering and pointed out that he heads 


the Poplar Molecular Genetics Cooperative (PMGC). So I 
asked Bradshaw himself to clarify. He said that his work does 
involve genetic research but not engineering. It's hardly 
uncommon, or considered dangerous, to study (or even 
map) genes these days. Five-thousand years ago a farmer 
would simply choose which maize plants to propagate 
based on visible traits like big ears or sweet kernels. These 
days, people have the ability to discern which specific genes 
control those traits. Yes, that does seem like something of an 

invasion into the pri- 
vacy of other species 
and certainly a trans- 
gression against the 
wild. But the point is 
that the reproduction 
process and breeding 
results are the same 
ones that farmers, 
orchardists and 
other plant breeders 
have used since 
probably before the 
first alphabet. 

Bradshaw did ad- 
mit to me that he 
thinks he will do ge- 
netic engineering in 
the future. He made 
some interesting 
points in its defense, 
including that the relative risk of engineered genes run- 
ning roughshod through wild ecosystems is minute com- 
pared to the damage done daily by common exotic species. 
The intellectual debate on genetic engineering isn't all that 
relevant here though, since apart from his personal views 
and future potential, Bradshaw was bombed for something 
he wasn't even doing. 

Maybe your average ELFer would consider these petty 
details. After all, you can't tweak genes until you've mapped 
them. And we can't all be expected to understand molecu- 
lar genetics. On the other hand, maybe somebody who 
aims to bomb people should be held to a higher standard 
of knowledge than, say, someone waving a placard or 
painting graffiti. Martin Luther King said the first step in 
preparation for civil disobedience is self-purification. Imag- 
ine the standard he'd apply to an arsonist! 

This bombing caused extraordinary damage to the Cen- 
ter for Urban Horticulture, which housed a library with 
botany journals dating back to the 1500s and greenhouses 
in which people were cultivating highly endangered na- 
tive plants to be transplanted into the wild as part of 

continued on page 56 



The debate around GE trees takes a new spin at the University of Washington 
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On May 2 1, the Earth Liberation Front burned down the office of Toby Bradshaw, the director of the Poplar 
Molecular Genetics Cooperative at the University of Washington. Meanwhile, another arson dealt a blow 
to Jefferson Poplar Farms in Clatskanie, Oregon .Since then, these actions have been heralded by some and 
frowned upon by others in the environmental movement, while geneticists continue to feel the heat... 



Join the Growing Resistance Against Genetic Engineering 


by Mary Hanfords 

I don't like writing letters to politicians. I think it's a 
stupid waste of time to beg the government to make one 
tiny change in their grand scheme of turning the whole 
planet into factories and Wal-Marts. In fact, I think it's 
counter-productive. It gives legitimacy to the tyranny of 
industry and gives people a completely ineffective outlet 
for their feelings of sadness and rage at environmental 
destruction. But I will not condemn the many organiza- 
tions that promote letter- writing campaigns. There is noth- 
ing to be gained by denouncing other strategies. This is 
what Mitch Freidman has done, and I believe his allega- 
tions deserve a response. 

Mitch asks Toby Bradshaw if he genetically engineers 
trees. That's like asking Charles Hurwitz if Pacific Lumber 
practices sustainable forestry. The first step to genetically 
engineer a species is to map its DNA. Bradshaw freely 
admits that he is mapping poplar genes in order to later 
manipulate them. Mitch says that Bradshaw was inappro- 
priately targeted because he is not yet actually producing 
transgenic trees. What better time to stop a project than 
before it has started? Is it inappropriate to demonstrate 


against a proposed timber sale because the trees aren't 
being cut down yet? Wouldn't it have been great if nuclear 
proliferation could have been stopped before it was out of 
the lab? Mitch would rather wait until after the franken- 
genie is out of the bottle. 

There can be no doubt that genetic manipulation is the 
ultimate goal of the Poplar Molecular Genetics Coopera- 
tive (PMGC). According to Bradshaw, head of the PMGC, 
"Genetic engineering will be required for tree domestica- 
tion. Using genetic engineering, domestication could be 
compressed into a few decades instead of centuries of 
conventional breeding. Traits being genetically engineered 
in forest trees: herbicide resistance, insect resistance, dis- 
ease resistance." (From Terrorism in the Debate over Tree 
Genetic Improvement by Toby Bradshaw). His literature 
doesn't mention the vital role that insects and disease play 
in a healthy forest. PMGC members, which fund Bradshaw's 
research, include Boise Cascade, Champion, Fort James, 
Georgia Pacific, Inland Empire Paper Company, MacMillan- 
Bloedel, Union Camp, Westvaco and Weyerhaeuser. These 
corporations turn forests into tree farms and now they 
want to improve their "crop" by genetically engineering 

continued on page 57 



Toby Bradshaw and His Genetically Engineered Trees 


In the aftermath of losing his office, 20 years of research articles, slides, memorabilia, a computer and the 
server for his Poplar Molecular Genetics Cooperative (PMGC) website, Toby Bradshaw claimed that he had 
"personally never genetically engineered a tree" (The New York Times, May 23, 2001). This statement is 
simply another product of the multi-million dollar public relations campaign the biotech industry has 
launched to defend its research and products 

Bradshaw directs the PMGC at the University of Washington (UW) and maintains a reputation as a world 
famous tree geneticist. When a global "who's who" of GE tree manipulators held a conference in Washington 
last slimmer, Bradshaw was the co-organizer, along with Steve Strauss, head of the Tree Genetic Engineering 
Research Cooperative (TGERC) at Oregon State University. The PMGC and TGERC are funded by the most 
destructive timber corporations and clearcut-happy government agencies in North America (see EF//June-july 
|f)01). Both projects share many djf the same, pro-biotech funders, as vreH*a|yjesearch )and researchers. \ 
The PMGC research program includes transgenic^poplar trees grown indoors at a greenhouse next to the 15 
•orched office building (confirmed in the NY Times article mentioned above). Bradshaw's program alsohc Ids 
JSDA permits for outdoor sites. One can view the current permit by visiting the USDA database of fielcPtest 
releases at Httb://gophisb.biochem,vt.edu/cfdocs/fieldtestsl.cfm and doing a search for UW sites 


December-] anuary 2002 Earth First! Page 9 





Uwharrie EF! Descends on Syngenta 


by Andrew Pearson and Gwen Frisbie-Fulton 

On October 29 in Research Triangle Park, North 
Carolina, more than 20 demonstrators protested in 
opposition to the biotech industry. Complete with 
banners, puppets and costumes, Uwharrie Earth First! 
took their food safety and ecological message to the 
Syngenta complex. 

Activists arrived to confront the corporation with 
concerns about food safety and the environmental effects 
of biotechnology. Protesters stood on a highway overpass 
with banners, signs and puppets. At the Syngenta complex, 
activists tried to talk to a company representative who 


Syngenta is the number one agricultural chemical 
producer in the world and the second largest biotech seed 
producer. Syngenta has attempted to promote its products 
as an answer to a global food shortage and for struggling 
farmers everywhere — an attempt to mask the profit- 
motivation of the industry and Syngenta's attempts to 
dominate the food and seed market. This hurts developing 
countries and small farmers both here and abroad by 
making them dependent on Syngenta's products. 

Additional concerns are the increased use of pesticides 
due to biotechnology, the environmental harm and 
possible food security risks due to monoculture crops, the 
lack of safety testing of the final consumer product and 



refused to acknowledge their concerns or accept a gift 
basket of "mutant fruit.” 

"We were driven to take direct action because Syngenta 
repeatedly refuses to address the questions raised by the 
public, discuss our concerns or acknowledge the farmers 
and consumers who are directly effected by their product, " 
said Earth First! activist Lauren Birch. 

The nonviolent action called for greater public and 
government support for diverse, local and organic 
food supplies. "The irresponsible actions of Syngenta and 
Aventis — and all biotech firms — need to be exposed. 
Their actions put our natural environment, our health 
and America's farmers all at risk," stated Jon Perry of 
DownSouth RAGE. 


the potential ethical questions raised by the manipulation 
of genes and patenting of lifeforms. 

This is the second time since May that Syngenta has 
been a target of direct action. On May 14, 50 activists used 
performance theater and dropped banners to express 
their concerns about GMO foods. 

North Carolina activists assure that they will continue 
working for a safe, secure and sustainable food supply 
that is free from genetically altered organisms. With more 
than 100 biotech companies and support services in the 
area, they won't run out of opportunities to get their 
message across any time soon. 

For more information, contact Uwharrie Earth First!, 
POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514; bisonl2@hotmail.com. 
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Gorleben Nuke Protests: DAY X5 

On November 1 1, a transport train carrying six containers filled with vitrified 
high-level nuclear waste known as "CASTORs" left France. It arrived later than 
scheduled at the interim storage in Gorleben, Germany, after three days of 
actions and block-ades delayed the transport several times. The following 
account describes "Tag X5” (Day X5). 

The train with the six Castors left the loading station at Valognes near the The 
Hague reprocessing plant. That was the start of Day X5 in the Wendland region, 
where the interim storage of Gorleben is located. This was the fifth time local 
citizens and anti-nuclear activists have tried to prevent the arrival of high level 
waste in the region. 

Again, a police force of 1 7,500 was considered necessary to escort the transport 
at an estimated cost of at least $23 million. The government is getting more 
experienced in perfecting its repression. There was a ban on demonstrations in 
the whole region, and people from outside the region were forbidden to stay in 
the area and were arrested when they refused to leave. 

On the first day of transport, blockades with tractors and up to 2,000 activists 
took place in the Wendland region. Even 300 sheep were able to join the 
blockades when they "escaped" from their pasture and walked to the railway. 
Though blockades were nonviolent, the police used dogs, billy clubs and 
horses, which resulted in several injuries. The local hospital held their own 
anti-Castor demonstration. 



Five of the 17,500 riot police defending the nuclear power industry at Gorleben. 


Camping was forbidden and sports halls, which could have been used for 
accommodation, were sealed. People had to stay with local citizens, on farms 
and in churches. This kind of non-accommodation policy is a consequence of 
the new Christian Democrat-led local government, as the protesters found 
more support when the Greens were in the local government. In the last local 
election, many of the Greens' traditional voters refused to vote because of the 
nuclear policy of their party. 

The local Burgerinitiative (Citizens Initiative) was warned that merely calling 
for actions would result in prosecution. In spite of this repression, broad 
resistance took place throughout Germany and France. The train was diverted 
by hundreds of kilometers to avoid actions that had been announced in several 
cities on the original route. Close to Hamburg the train was delayed by three 
hours when the locomotive received the wrong type of diesel fuel. 

The train arrived at the unloading station at Dannenberg two days later and 
continued its last 20 kilometers by truck. It arrived at Gorleben the next 
morning. It is expected that the next transport from The Hague will take place 
in May 2002 with as many as 12 Castor containers. 

For more information, contact WISE Information Service, www.antenna.nl/wise. 
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Ludwig Released From Jail 

Wiebo Ludwig, a former evangelical 
preacher convicted of charges Unking 
him to a series of sabotage attacks on 
oil and gas installations in 
northwestern Alberta, Canada, was 
released on parole November 15. 

Ludwig was the chief suspect in an j 
investigation into more than 160 I 
incidents of oil field sabotage since 
1996. He blamed the oil and gas wells 
that now encircle his farm for the 
deaths of his livestock and three 
miscarriages among the women in 
his commune. 

He was convicted on five of 14 
counts related to a 1998 blast atan oil 
weU and served 19 months in jail. 

Climate Change Forces 
Evacuation of Pacific 
Island Nation 

The tiny Pacific island nation of 
Tuvalu became the first country to be 
evacuated because of risingseas when 
the Tuvaluan government an- 
nounced in late November that the 
country's 11,000 citizens will 
abandon their homeland andrelocate 
to New Zealand. 

During the 20th century, the sea 
level rose by eight to 1 2 inches. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change projects a rise of up to one 
meter during this century because of 
the melting of glaciers and the 
thermal expansion of the ocean as a 
result of rising atmospheric levels of 
carbon dioxide, largely from burning 
fossil fuels. 

As the sea level has risen, Tuvalu 
has experienced lowland flooding, j 
and sa Itwater intrusion has adversely 
affected drinking water and food j 
production. In addition, coastal 
erosion is shrinking the nine islands | 
that make up the country. 

For the leaders of island countries 
this is not a new issue. In October 
1987, President Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom of the Maldives called his 
country of A 1 1.000 "an endangered 
nation" in an impassioned address to 
the United Nations General Assembly. 

A one-meter rise in sea level would 
jeopardize the survival of the 
Maldives' 1,196 islands that stick up 
barely two meters above sea level. 
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Attention Shoppers, Lockdown in Aisle Three! 


by Malus and John Lorax 

Staples office supply store is the nation's fastest growing office 
supply store (a new store opened every 48 hours in 1999). It is the 
evil $ 1 1-billion-dollar plaything of multi-millionaire CEO Ron 
Seargent. Staples peddles paper made from virgin fiber stolen 
from endangered old-growth forests on public lands. Nearly 
one-third of the timber cut from national forests is used for paper 
production. Half of that paper ends up in landfills. Is the 
absurdity of this making your ears red yet? Thousand-year-old 
Doug firs from the Great Bear Rainforest are clearcut to make 
paper for exploitative corporate sleaze. Get pissed and act! Green 
Mountain Earth Firstlers in Vermont did. They took eco-defense 
out of the forest and to the streets. 

November 13 was the National Day of Action against Staples. 
There were more than 200 actions in 45 states and Canada. 
Thousands of people who care about forests, including scores of 
EFlers, participated in the day of action. The Staples on Route 7, 
which cuts through Burlington, Vermont, has been an eyesore 
and a source of aggravation for a long time. In Vermont, forms 
of direct action such as banner drops and lockdowns are almost 
unheard of in the forest protection movement. Inspired, we 



Living the high life with Green Mountain Earth First! 
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thought direct action would be appropriate to give the End 
Commercial Logging campaign here in the Northeast a radical 
kick in the ass. 

Hearts were racing as we piled into the Econoline van and 
headed toward Staples. As we pulled into the parking lot the two 
climbers, Musky and John Lorax, jumped out of the van and 
began girthing up the 55-foot sign. Several minutes later an 81- 
square-foot banner proclaiming "Staples: Stop Destroying 
National Forests. Earth First!" was dropped. The South Burlington 
Police Department showed up and typical to the nature of 
authority in Burlington told the climbers to be careful and not 
to fall. They then entered the store to deal with the lockdown. 

Simultaneous with the banner drop, Malus, another Earth 
First!er, locked down in the paper aisle with a kryptonite bike 
lock and proceeded to loudly alert shoppers to the injustices that 
Staples imposes on forests. He was immediately confronted and 
ordered to leave by the manager and the maintenance supervisor. 
Shortly thereafter five cops, a detective, two firemen and five 
Staples workers proceeded to try to remove the activist now in 
handcuffs. Within 15 minutes of the lockdown, a crowd of 
about 20 activists rallied in the parking lot with signs, props and 
a variety of anti-Staples songs. People also handed out literature 
and information about International Paper's work on GE trees 
(lOOpercentpost-consumerwaste, of course). Malus was arrested 
and charged with unlawful trespass. Musky and John Lorax 
escaped by running across a busy highway and disappearing 
into the woods. 

Want to be a thorn in Staples' side? There are lots of fun and 
creative tactics that will drive them mad and get the message 
through. Organize a group of six to ten people, go on a 
"shopping trip" to your nearest Staples and make sure to fill your 
carts with lots of paper items. When everyone gets to the 
checkout counter ask the clerk if any of the products are made 
from old-growth forests. If they can't answer or give an 
unsatisfactory response, kindly say: "Sorry, I can’t buy all this 
then. " It will be a huge pain for them to reshelve everything and 
will force them to learn about the origins of their products. 

Another effective technique is to go to Staples with a group, 
the more the better. Everyone go in separately with some pre- 
made signs. After filling a cart full, tape the signs all over and 
abandon it. Also, get yourself some stickers 
(info@stopstaples.com), sticker the hell out of the place or just 
discretely tape your own advertisements all over the store. These 
two fun methods are very low risk and easy to organize. They 
have proven successful for us in supermarkets targeting GE food, 
so why not give it a try on your local Staples? There are many 
other ways to go about it as well, like pirating their intercom 
system: "Sale aisle three, clearcut forests!" 

Whatever you do, make sure you're not wasting time and 
paper with tactics like letter writing and tabling in a legal place 
where you're not creating a nuisance so people can just walk by 
and ignore you. No, you have to get right in the face of the beast 
and spit in it, or it will just ignore your concerns. Keep the 
pressure on, Staples will never care about the Earth. What it does 
care about is business as usual, that's why we have to disrupt 
business as usual until our demands are met. Eventually they'll 
give in, like Home Depot did. 

For more information, contact gmearthfirst@hotmail.com; 
www.stopstaples.com. 




by Sheila Moore 

Columbus County in southeastern 
North Carolina is home to the Green 
Swamp — a patchwork quilt of 
herbicide-sprayed, industrial pine 
plantations owned primarily by 
International Paper (IP) and 
proclaimed "the nation's greatest 
producing pine plantation." Before 
the onslaught of the timber industry, 
the Green Swamp was a pristine maze 
of quaking Earth briars, alligators, 
orchids and quicksand. 

Today, its lifeblood has 
been drained seaward 
through a labyrinth of canals 
necessary to dry the land for 
monoculture plantations of 
inferior hybrid pines. Once 
recognized as the second 
greatest source of freshwater 
in North America, this black 
hole of biodiversity now 
exists solely to feed the 
voracious appetite of IP's 
Riegelwood pulp mill. 

Loaded pulpwood trucks are 
reportedly leaving the now 
dusty swamp at a rate of 
approximately one every 10 
minutes, bound for the 
Riegelwood mill on the banks 
of the Cape Fear River. IP 
proudly admits to draining, 
clearcutting and spraying 
herbicides on more than 1 1 
thousand acres of swamp- 
land every year. 

The largest employer in Columbus 
County, as well as one of the nation's 
largest polluters, IP freely con- 
taminates the Cape Fear watershed 
with the poisonous by-products of 
paper processing. A choking, toxic 
fog belches from IP's stacks, 
blanketing the small close-knit 
community of Riegelwood — whose 
residents all utter the same statement 
when asked about the odor, "Smells 
like money to me.” Like old-time mill 
towns, these folks live under the 
shadow of the mill, and as employees 
they live by its rules. Fearful of losing 
their jobs, they are forbidden to speak 
out publicly regarding IP's 
environmental atrocities. As a result, 
scores of Columbus County residents 


have developed an extremely high 
rate of cancer, immune system 
disorders and chemical sensitivities. 

In the downstream city of 
Wilmington, the siren song of this 
timber giant and the lure of the dollar 
has even hushed criticism in segments 
of the environmental community. 
One well-known environmental 
leader has chosen to tout the so-called 
environmental prowess of IP while 
secretly bashing the efforts of hardline 
environmental activists. 


Water samples were taken from the 
toxic sumps and were promptly 
analyzed by a state-certified 
laboratory. The results were in- 
distinguishable from the lagoon water 
sampled on the same day, and the 
laboratory proclaimed each water 
sample unfit for crop irrigation and 
in violation of North Carolina water 
quality standards. Recreational 
boaters fished along the shoreline as 
members of the SWAT team 
photographed viscous, white slime 



A SWAT team member surveys the devasted landscape left behind by International Paper. 


Last Spring, members of the 
Brunswick County-based Swamp 
Watch Action Team (SWAT) reviewed 
aerial photographs of dead vegetation 
in the river bottomland surrounding 
the IP mill. Visiting the site, SWAT 
members wore protective equipment 
and walked carefully — dodging 
sumps, streams of toxic liquid and 
thick, odorous slime oozing from the 
pulpwood mill. Dead cypress trees 
and wetland vegetation stood like 
ghosts, draped with dried foam debris 
blown into the swamp from the 127- 
acre unlined waste lagoon and 
industrial landfill. Although 
amphibians and reptiles were 
conspicuously absent, there were 
telltale tracks left by deer, raccoon 
and other small mammals. 


from the pulpwood mill leaching into 
the waters of the Cape Fear River. 

Even though detailed reports of 
these water quality violations were 
distributed in September to the US 
Army Corps of Engineers, North 
Carolina Department of the 
Environment and Natural Resources 
and the Environmental Protection 
Agency, no action has yet been taken 
to alleviate this problem. 

The Swamp Watch Action Team is 
dedicated to the restoration and 
preservation of North Carolina's 
forested wetlands. We make no 
deals — compromise is not part of 
our vocabulary! 

For more information, contact 
SWAT, 200 Benson Road, Leland, NC 
28451; swampwatchteam@aol.com. 
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A critical look at the proclaimed 


by Robert Thompson 

On April 4, the "Great Bear Rainforest Agreement" was 
announced by government, industry and big enviros — 
Greenpeace, Sierra Club British Columbia, Forest Ethics 
and Rainforest Action Network (RAN) — proclaiming 
victory for British Columbia's rainforests and an end to 
the "War in the Woods." Some readers of the Journal may 
remember seeing a two-paragraph blurb in the Beltane 
issue, stating "Victory for 
BC's Rainforests" (most likely 
coming from a Greenpeace 
or RAN press release). 

But is this really a victory 
for BC's rainforests? In short, 
no. Was it a victory for the 
marketing and public 
relations campaigns of 
government, industry and big 
enviros? Yesl Once again, we 
see industry, the state and a 
few professional enviros 
negotiating behind closed 
doors, deciding the fate of 
unceded Native land and 
pristine wilderness. 

First, a little background. 

What is the Great Bear 
Rainforest and why it special? 

It is a name invented by 
Greenpeace and other big 
enviros working to "protect" 
the temperate rainforest on 
the central coast of BC, 
because they thought it was a 
catchy name and would 
attract people to the 
campaign. This forest is the 
largest contiguous tem-perate 
rainforest in the world, 
containing many pristine 
valleys which are home to 
grizzly bears, the Kermode (or spirit) bear, wolves, salmon, 
eagles and many other endangered and threatened species. 
For the past 100 years, logging companies have ravaged the 
coast, obtaining tenure from the government to log on 
native land. The "Great Bear Rainforest Agreement" came 
out of the Central Coast Land and Coastal Resource 
Management Plan, which was a government process to 
attempt to solve land and resource disputes and negotiate 
between big enviros and the logging industry. It was a five- 
year process that is still continuing until all of the decisions 
from this agreement are implemented. Despite what the 
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greenwashed marketing spin said, the announcement on 
April 4, was not a final decision or agreement, but three land 
use processes were declared: Rainforest Solutions (headed by 
big enviros), Joint Solutions (more industry involved) and 
the Turning Point process (which seeks to form a govemment- 
to-government protocol agreement). The agreement 
established different "protection" strategies: It established 
19 "protection" areas (which is a vague protection status), 

put 69 pristine valleys under a 
one to two-year moratorium 
until government and industry 
determine "ecosystem-based 
logging plans" for these areas 
and designated other areas as 
First Nations lead areas (where 
supposedly band councils, and 
in certain cases hereditary chiefs, 
are to decide what happens on 
their land). In exchange, the four 
enviro groups signing the deal 
were to call off their Great Bear 
Rainforest campaigns, partic- 
ularly their markets campaign 
(which had been somewhat 
successful at canceling some 
contracts for BC wood). 

One of the primary problems 
with this deal is that it does not 
recognize the inherent juris- 
diction of Native people on the 
coast over their traditional 
territories. Ninety-seven percent 
r of BC is unceded Native territory, 
!■ meaning that no treaty has been 
| signed giving the BC gov- 
ernment or Canada legal jur- 
isdiction over these lands. The 
U Great Bear Rainforest Agreement 
continues the tradition of 
genocide through land theft and 
denying Native people control 
over their land. In many protected areas under the jurisdiction 
of the BC or Canadian government, Native people are 
denied their right to use their land for fishing, hunting, 
edible and medicinal plant gathering and other cultural 
uses. It is particularly appalling to see enviros committing 
this act of genocide and legitimizing land theft. Greenpeace, 
for example, has signed numerous protocols with the Nuxalk 
Nation Hereditary Chiefs (whose territory is around Bella 
Coola on the central coast) stating that they will not make 
any decisions on Nuxalk land nor speak on behalf of the 
Nuxalk about their territory. Greenpeace and others have 



Waterfall in the Skowquiltz Valley, Nuxalk Territory. 
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sponsored tours for Nuxalk Chiefs and people around 
Europe, the US and Japan. Only two months prior to 
signing this agreement, Greenpeace signed a renewed 
protocol agreement, but they quickly forgot it and went 
behind the Nuxalk Nation to broker this deal. By signing 
this agreement, Greenpeace and the other enviros have 
shown that the sovereignty and culture of indigenous 

A critical look at tactics , strategy and 
message is important to avoid falling 
into the ineffective trap of liberal 
environmentalism. 

peoples is less important than environmental agendas. 

This agreement works to cement control of multinational 
logging corporations over the forests. Now that the enviros 
have given the green stamp, the BC forest industry can 
claim around the world, "We've changed, we're doing 
things differently, we're environmentally friendly." The 
annual allo wable cut on the coast has only been reduced 15 
percent and that reduction will most likely be made up 
elsewhere, in the interior and the northern boreal forests, 
where there is less vocal opposition to logging. Clearcut 
logging in old-growth forests is still the predominant logging 
method in BC. Multinational corporations, such as 
Weyerhauser, Interfor, Western Forest Products and West 
Fraser, still control the majority of forest tenure. By signing 
this deal, the big enviros have effectively marginalized 
more radical groups and any First Nations or groups that 
continue to oppose industrial logging. The system hasn't 
changed, only a few scraps were thrown down from 
industry's table. 

Which brings us to the root of the problem with this deal: 
Forestry reforms don't work, and they don't "save" forests. 
This deal is 100 percent liberal enviro strategy — avoiding 
root problems of the system and instead going for flashy 
media-friendly victories. People campaign against a certain 
company or government to get a certain area protected. 
Customers are told not to buy from this company until the 
company changes. When (and if) that area is protected, the 
enviros declare victory and are able to boost their image and 
funding. The companies suffer a small loss and begin 
logging elsewhere, while the enviros go and campaign 
elsewhere. Broader social and systemic analyses are avoided 
in favor of cute pictures of bears and big trees. Capitalism, 
the industrial resource extraction machine, and the state 
are not discussed, as all effort and attention is focused on a 
company, their forest practices and a certain endangered 
area. Enviros often work to get certain areas "protected" by 
the state, while ignoring that the state is working for the 


corporations that are destroying the forest and that the 
government always protects the interests of industry and 
capitalism. Analysis such as this is thrown out in favor of 
working toward "achieving practical goals of protection." 
Agreements such as the Great Bear Rainforest Agreement are 
signed because "well at least we're protecting some areas." 
But in reality, protecting a few areas does nothing to stop the 
wholesale slaughter of the Earth for profit or change the 
resource extraction capitalist mindset and power structure 
which has brought us to this point. If anything, they aid it 
by putting forward small reforms that give a positive face to 
logging and the government. 

Even the "protection areas" in this deal are still threatened. 
In May, the BC Liberal Party came into power and replaced 
the quasi-leftist New Democratic Party. With this change in 
government any previous environmental regulations and 
agreements may be overturned. That's clearly happening 
with the Great Bear Rainforest Agreement. For example, in 
the Spring of 2002, Interfor hopes to log the Tahlio Hot 
Springs, a sacred healing place for the Nuxalk. This was 
supposed to be one of the "protection areas." 

As someone who has been involved in the direct action 
resistance to clearcut logging in BC, it has made me 
examine the tactics and strategies of past and present 
actions. And it has brought up many questions: Is it really 
effective to target single corporations while many others 
are doing the same thing? Is it effective to focus on one 
pristine valley or area when logging and resource extraction 
happens all over? Are short-term protection strategies 
detrimental to long-term revolutionary change? Is it 
effective to even work in coalition with large enviros or any 
environmental group that lacks a broader analysis of 
capitalism, industry and the state and that is willing to 
negotiate? These are questions that everyone in the forest 

As radical environmentalists and eco- 
anarchists, we should not consider small 
concessions from industry and the state 
" victories , " but instead should continue 
to oppose all forms of ecological 
destruction and exploitation in this world. 

defense movement should ask themselves. 

A critical look at tactics, strategy and message is important 
to avoid falling into the ineffective trap of liberal 
environmentalism. As radical environmentalists and eco- 
anarchists, we should not consider small concessions from 
industry and the state "victories, "but instead should continue 
to oppose all forms of ecological destruction and exploitation 
in this world. 
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The Ins and Outs of Prisoner Support 






by North American Earth Liberation 
Prisoners' Support Network 

Leafing through the Earth First! Jour- 
nal, most readers have probably seen 
the page devoted to Earth and animal 
liberation prisoners. The page contains 
names, addresses and short descrip- 
tions of individuals being held captive 
by the state for acts of Earth and animal 
liberation. The question that may be 
asked is: Why does the Journal list po- 
litical prisoners, and why should I do 
anything more than give a short glance 
to its contents? 

As the EF! and larger ecological de- 
fense movements have grown, more 
militant and direct actions have oc- 
curred, particularly in the last four 
years. The introduction of genetically 
engineered crops, the continued deci- 
mation of the last old-growth forests 
and the expansion of development 
projects into the last wild places have 
spawned a new generation of warriors 
more likely to physically destroy the 
opposition's machines and buildings 
than to hold signs or petition the 
government for change. 

The proliferation of actions taken 
against industry (claimed by the Earth 
Liberation Front, Animal Liberation 
Front or unclaimed) is enough to warm 
the heart, especially after the reaction- 
ary stances taken by many radicals post 
September 11. As we have seen in the 
Pacific Northwest, every action has a 
separate and equal reaction. The state 
apparatus is expanding rapidly in order 
to hunt down "terrorists" wherever they 
rear their heads. The FBI/ATF budget is 
expanding exponentially, and we have 
to come to terms with the fact that this 
war being fought against industry will 
yield prisoners of war. It would behoove 
us to do more than just cheer when we 
hear of wild horses being freed by elves 
in the night, McDonald's burning down 
or a beheaded Columbus statue. 

The point is simple: No serious politi- 
cal struggle which has any chance of 
attaining revolutionary potential 
can afford to ignore its prisoners. To 
2 turn our collective backs on prison- 
ers is to ensure that our movement 
^ will stay small, relatively mild and 
f will never be a threat to biocidal 

industry. Who would want to take 


action if they knew their support would 
be minimal if they got nicked? 

Below are some ideas on the many 
ways we can support the prisoners 
that are listed on the Journal prisoner 
page, as well as some guidelines for 
doing support work. 

Corresponding with Prisoners 

Letters quite simply help bridge the 
gap between the "inside" and "out- 
side" worlds. They help inform the 
prisoner of what is going on in their 
movements, the world and even their 
community. The penal system exerts a 
massive strain on prisoners to break 
ties with the outside world. Communi- 
cating with prisoners helps work against 
that strain and ensures that they do not 
feel completely isolated. 

Often people say, "What would I write 
to someone in prison? I wouldn't know 
what to say." It's simple. Remember: 
They are human. They have needs and 
interests like anyone on the outside. 
Share something about your life with 
them. Ask about what life is like on the 
inside and what they plan to do when 
they get out. Offer some assistance. An 
unexpected letter from a supporter can 
be a welcome break from the daily mo- 
notony of prison life. Don't feel intimi- 
dated by the person you are writing to — 
they are not a superhero; just someone 
that had the courage to act for what they 
believe in. 

Consistency is paramount when com- 
municating with prisoners. Commit to 
writing to one prisoner and do it well — 
they will appreciate it more than a 
short, hastily written letter. The ex- 
amples of people attempting valiantly 
to keep up with writing to 10 prisoners 
and then having to scale down to one 
or two are innumerable. Consistent 
support is always better than short- 
lived "flash-in-the-pan" support. That 
being said, people should not feel the 
responsibility to commit to writing to 
prisoners for the length of their sen- 
tence. Prisoners will generally appreci- 
ate a letter with some kind thoughts 
and may not even have the time to 
keep a steady correspondence with ev- 
eryone who writes them. 

Keep in mind that there is a very good 
chance that what you write will be read 
by any or all of the above : prison guards, 
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wardens, other prisoners, FBI, CSIS 
(Canada), the new Office of Homeland 
Security. You should assume that what 
you write can be used against the pris- 
oner, yourself and your community, so 
be careful and have discretion. 

Many prisoners are targeted by 
prisoncrats for being political, receiv- 
ing large amounts of mail or for the 
"subversive" content of the mail they 


high priority. The prisoner needs to be 
fully informed and in control of the 
money that is raised on their behalf. 
Never underestimate the generosity and 
solidarity of our movement and your 
own community. Thousands of dollars 
have been raised for people facing im- 
prisonment from small benefit shows, 
zines and t-shirt sales. 

Keep in mind that prisoners are al- 


receive. It is important to know the ... ways in the position of having to buy 
concerning prisoner mail, from the incredibly expensive (and 

monopolistic) prison commissary, 
which is the only place a prisoner may 
buy envelopes, stamps and even soy 
milk. A consistentflowoffunds is one of 
those things that makes prison life bear- 
able. A contribution of as little as $ 10 a 
week can cover a prisoner's postage fees, 


Fits*, ask the prisoner what they may or 
may not receive. Usually, they have a 
fairly good idea of what is appropriate 
to send and what will not make it past 
the censors. Prisons are known for hav- 
ing strict regulations for what a pris- 
oner i.e, riew books only, , 

first-class mail. If that does not work, thus allowing them |o communicate 
write to the warden of the prison re- with supporters and friends on the out- 
questing a list of regulations. side. Often funds can besent directly to 

A tool commonly useclto disrupt pris- the prison and deposited into the 
oner support is the "Mail Violation prisoner's account. 

Notice.” The prison can (and some- 
times does) reject mail for any reason Solidarity Actions 
they want, including the presence of a Many people will feel drawn not to 
"circle A" on a zine or the use of the writing letters or raising funds but to 
word "anarch^? in a letter. Don't be continuing the struggle that the pris- 
discouraged by these tricks— either file oners are fighting. Some call this con- 
an appeal (which you have little chance cept revolutionary solidarity— an ac- 
of winning), modify the package to ap- tion committed in solidarity’ with a 
pease them (easiest and most likely to prisoner that may or may not focus on 
work) or send if again (lipping a differ- a similar target. .. . 
ent mail censor sees it). Whatever you When anarchist prisoner Nikos 
do, do not give up and allow them to Maziotis was sentenced to 15 years for 


further alienate the person inside. 


H | 


Fundraising 

If there is one thing that all prisoners 
and those on trial need, it is a large 
amount of financial assistance. Legal 
fees are exorbitant and many political 
individuals will not receive any reduc- that 
tion in these fees based on their prin- taken to: 
ciples or the action they took. Prisoners 
often need assistance with setting up 
legal defense funds that will be main- 
tained by trustworthy individuals who 
are prepared to make hard choices with 
little money. Because of their impris- 
onment, the act of setting up a bank 
account is impossible for a prisoner. It 
is important to set up a way for people 
in the movement to help out finan- 
cially. Ideally, these accounts would 
already exist in cases of emergencies, 
but that is rarely the case. Setting up a 
bank account, a post office box for 
people to send checks to and a person/ 
name who will act as a recipient of 
those checks is key and should be a 


bombing of 
Ministry of Development, multitudes 
of actions were committed by others in 
solidarity with him. 

Similarly, when Rod Coronado Was 
sentenced for action relating to the 
ALF's Operation Bite Back, many felt 
** ^[ailing would /stifle actions 
uiimal and Earth liberation. 
The ALF responded with a series of fur 
farm liberations dedicated to him. 

Former prisoners have commented 
that the only thing that freed them 
was the pressure on the streets and 
the threats of continued action. A 
former Black Panther and political 
prisoner had this to say about this 
premise: "But I learned that the move- 
ment in the streets determined 
whether you languish in prison or are 
released, not the state. If it becomes 
strong enough, it can compel a favor- 
able outcome, even if the officials 
swear that you will be executed or die 
in prison." 

continued on page 60 


Board of Game to Allow 
More Grizzly Hunts 

The Alaska Board of Game loos- 
ened hunting restrictions on Novem- 
ber 5 to allow the killing of more 
grizzly bears on Northwest Alaska's 
Seward Peninsula. 

Complaining that the bear popula- 
tion on the Peninsula had reached an 
all-time high, residents had asked the 
board lor help, alleging that bears are 
decreasing the moose population and 
destroying property. 

In response, the board changed hunt- 
ing regulations to allow residents and 
non-resident hunters to take one brown 
bear annually, except in special subsis- 
tence areas— increased from one bear 
every four years. 

The board will also open the brown 
bear hunting season in August instead 
of September to expand the bound- 
aries for the special subsistence hunt 
and to increase die number of permits 
for non-resident hunters. 

State biologist Kate Persons said the 
relaxed bear hunting regulations have 
not helped moose populations else- 
where. Older male bears, prized by 
sport hunters, help to regulate the 
population by killing younger bears. If 
too many big males are killed, more 
young bears survive, possibly resulting 
in even higher moose kills, she said. 

Critics of the new regulations said 
the state lacks sufficient data to show 
that bear numbers have increased, fear- 
ing the rules will lead to overhunting 
of a species with anaturaltyslowrepro- 
ductive rate. 

Fee Demo Project Extended 

On November 5, President Bush 
signed the Interior Appropriations 
Bill which included provisions to 
extend and expand the controver- 
sial recreation fee demonstration 
until September 2004. The "test" 
program, originally set to terminate 
in 1999, had been extended twice 
before and was to have expired on 
September 30, 2002. 

Congress also removed the 100- 
sites-per-agency cap on the number 
of recreation sites where fees can be 
collected, a move that, according to 
many activists, is paving the way for 
Bush's anticipated permanent fee 
program scheduled to be introduced 
next Spring. 
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b y Derrick Jensen 


The North American Animal Liberation Front (ALF) Press 
Office has several basic functions, all of which are designed to 
explain why the ALF carries but actions, how it does and how 
nonhuman animals are treated by our species. David Barbarash 
acts as the spokesperson for the press office and had an 
opportunity to chat with Derrick Jensen recently. 

DJ: What is the ALF? 

DB: The Animal Liberation Front isn't really an organiza- 
tion, but more of an international movement of animal 
liberation activists who believe conventional methods of 
protest aren't enough to obtain the goals of animal libera- 
tion, and that there is a moral justification for taking action 
outside the law. Activists operate anonymously, usually at 
night, in cell-like structures of two to eight or more people. 
Sometimes you could have an ALF activist going out alone 
to spraypaint a wall, but usually even for simple actions 
like that you'd want someone looking down the street. 

Members of the ALF follow a strict code of nonviolence. 
This means that there will be no harm, injury or death 
occurring to any animals, human or nonhuman, during 
the course of an action. We don't consider the destruction 
of property a violent action, because we don't believe you 
can do violence against something that isn't alive, that 
cannot feel pain. 

The goals of the ALF are to liberate animals from labora- 
tories or other places of abuse. We set them free into the 
wild whenever it's feasible, as in the case of mink or fox 
from fur farms. For obvious reasons, animals liberated 
from laboratories aren’t set free in the wild, but they are 
placed into homes. In fact, finding homes for these ani- 
mals is just as much a part of the action as taking them out 
of the labs. 

As well as liberating animals, the ALF participates in 
what we call economic sabotage: We destroy property used 
to abuse, torture and kill animals. We draw parallels with 
the freedom fighters in Nazi Germany, who liberated 
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ages with the ALF 


An Interview with David Barbarash 


prisoners of war and destroyed equipment used by Nazis to 
torture or kill their victims. There was moral justification 
for taking action then, and we believe there is today as well. 

DJ: What's the scope of the ALF? Is it six people doing one 
action per year? 

DB: It's hard to gauge the scope because we don't hear 
about every action, for example spraypainting walls or 
going to McDonald's and breaking windows. We do hear 
about the main actions — the arsons, the liberations — and 
the last few years have seen a sharp increase in actions 
against laboratories and university research facilities. Prior 
to that, those kinds of actions had dropped off for quite 
awhile, as those facilities had become more aware of our 
tactics and increased their security. But just last year, we 
had four or five attacks on university research facilities or 
vivisection labs in North America, including animal libera- 
tion from these labs, in addition to any number of smaller 
raids on slaughterhouses, fur retailers, fur farms and so on. 
Also we're seeing an increased use of fire through the use 
of incendiary devices. 

DJ: Which of course necessitates getting the animals out first. 

DB: Fires aren't set at any structures where lives could be 
involved. 1 guess it's possible that if all the animals were 
released the facility would be burned, but normally the ALF 
are only able to remove a certain percentage of the animals. 

DJ: How does someone choose which to remove? 

DB: It's very hard emotionally, especially when you 
know what's going to happen to those you leave behind. 
I was faced with that dilemma in a raid I was involved with 
in Edmonton. We took out 29 cats, but had to leave the rest 
behind. We also had to leave the dogs and all sorts of other 
animals. You have to find homes for the animals before 
you do the action, so if you've found homes for 30 cats and 
five dogs, that’s all you can take, unless you want to risk 
trying to place them afterward. 

For basic security reasons, the people who house the 
animals likely aren't the same as those who release them. 
Instead, the people who create sanctuaries for these ani- 
mals are part of a loose network we call the Underground 
Railroad, after the slave liberation movement. 

DJ: How is con tact made between the actual liberators and the 
Underground Railroad without giving away identities? 

DB: That's a risk. ALF activists have to personally approach 
individuals they think are sympathetic and able to care for 
animals. When I talk about the Underground Railroad, I 
don't mean there's a formal network communicating with 
each other. Instead, it's an informal group of people who 
care about animals and are willing to take them in. If there 
are real security concerns, the ALF activist would have a 
trusted intermediary make the contact. The ALF always 
operates on a need-to-know basis, generally only talking 
about actions among themselves. If the activists are smart at 
all, they don't boast or brag about their actions to other 
people, use the phone or anything like that. 


DJ: How heterogeneous is the ALF? 

DB: Since it’s an underground move- 
ment, we obviously don't know pre- 
cise demographics. But we have an 
idea based on who's been arrested and 
convicted. In North America, we've 
had everyone from young punk kids, 
anarchist teenagers, to people in their 
20s and 30s like myself and my cat 
rescuing partner, Darren Thurston, to 
grandmothers and older women like 
some of those involved with the 
Chatham Five, who were convicted of 
releasing mink from a fur farm in 
Chatham, Ontario. 

DJ: How do you respond to the label you 
get often in the corporate press, about being 
ecoterrorists or animal rights terrorists? 

DB: I completely reject the terrorist 
label. People who have a vested inter- 
est in abusing or killing animals aren’t 
going to want to understand what the 
ALF is about and will try to make sure 
no one else understands either. So 
they paint ALF or ELF activists as ter- 
rorists. But here's my question for 
them: Where's the body count? Show 
me the people who've died or even 
been injured as a result of animal lib- 
eration actions. Show me even a 
firefighter injured putting out a blaze 
caused by the ALF. They can't, because 
no one has ever been injured. 

I’ll tell you what has happened, 
though. Activists have been bombed. 
Activists have been shot. I can show 
you people who've been beaten up 
and put into the hospital at regular fur 
protests, and people who've had all 
their teeth knocked out with baseball 
bats. I can tell you about ALF activists 
who've been shot in the back. ! 

DJ: It seems the level of effort that goes 
into squelching the ALF is often out of 
scale with the damage — and I'm thinking 
of the liberations and sabotage — they 
actually do. 

DB: The level of repression is out of 
scale only if you use a common-sense 
philosophy of how the world should 
work. The ALF may not be dangerous 


in terms of actual damage we cause, 
although we have caused millions of 
dollars of damage to industries like fur 
farming, but we're very dangerous 
philosophically. Part of the danger is 
that we don't buy into the illusion 
that property is worth more than life, 
which is one of the fundamental and 
generally unstated assumptions of our 
culture. We bring that insane priority 
into the light, which is something the 
system cannot survive. 

DJ: Whatwouldyou hope ALF and ELF 
actions ultimately lead to? 

DB: I'd hope they lead to a larger 
number of people understanding that 
it doesn't take a special person to take 
action, that anyone can take action, 
and that we have a moral responsibility 
and obligation to take action against 
torture and abuse, whether of humans, 
nonhumans or our environment. Our 
planet is being killed, animal species are 
being killed, and we have a responsibil- 
ity to stop this killing any way we can. 

I would hope that after hearing about 
the action at Vail, some people would 
stop and think, "Wow, some people 
felt strongly enough about the lynx 
that they burned down five structures 
thousands of feet up a mountain and 
got away with it." I would hope a lot of 
people would be inspired by that, and 
they would take action on the issues 
that are close to their own hearts. I 
would hope that these actions would 
cause them to stop and think about 
their own lives. How many people are 
disgusted by slaughterhouses? If a 
couple of normal, everyday people can 
go into a slaughterhouse and remove 
chickens — give these chickens their 
lives back — and in so doing make a 
strong statement of their opposition to 
those kinds of horrendous crimes 
against nature, then anybody can do it. 

For more information, contact the North 
American ALF Press Office, POB 3673, 
Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1, Canada; (250) 
703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
www.animalliberation.net. 




Smugglers Export Millions 
of Animals from Brazil 

An estimated 38 million animals 
are stolen from Brazil's forests each 
year, according to a report released 
in November. 

The report, produced by Brazil's 
National Network Against the Traf- 
ficking of Wild Animals, estimated 
that local traffickers of endangered 
animals earn about one billion dol- 
lars a year, causing untold losses to 
the country's native species. 

The survey, which includes de- 
tailed maps of traffickers' routes for 
live cargos of everything from rare 
parrots to snakes, estimates that less 
than one half of a percent of the 
total number of animals smuggled 
each year are intercepted by police. | 

Prices fetched abroad vary from 
$20,000 for a Jararaca snake to 
$60,000 for a rare Lear's macaw. Ac- 
cording to the report, a jaguar skin 
can be sold for $20,000 in the United j 
States. Many species of parrots and 
parakeets can be bought throughout 
Brazil at town fairs and markets for 
between five dollars and $100. 

Japan Begins Porpoise Hunt 

In defiance of a resolution passed 
by the International Whaling Com- 
mission (1WC) in July, the Japanese 
whaling fleet began hunting Dali's 
porpoises on November 1 . 

The 1 WC Scientific Committee ex- 
pressed "extreme concern" over the 
numbers of Dali's porpoises killed 
each year. It is the largest direct kill 
of any cetacean in the world, with 
up to 18,000 porpoises killed each 
year in Japanese coastal waters. 

In the last decade more than 
1 30,000 Dali's porpoises have been 
reported killed. 

Japan declined to give the 1WC 
data on the numbers of porpoises in 
its waters or those killed. Japanese 
officials said that because the cull 
took place in Japanese territorial wa- 
ters, it was outside IWC jurisdiction. 

"As the population plummets," 
warned ClarePerry, acampaignerwith 
Environmental Investigation Agency, 
"hunters are targeting lactating fe- 
males with calves. The dependent 
calves are left to die, and they do not 
figure in official catch statistics." 
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Blast From 
the Past 
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Freedom for Fur Farm Prisoners 


by Rod Coronado 

Crawling up to the guard fence surrounding the mink 
barns, I wiped the dew from my camera lens and began 
filming the 300 cats at Fraser Fur Farms in Ronan, Mon- 
tana. Lynx and bobcats that have been live-trapped in the 
Bitterroot Mountains spend every day pacing the narrow 
length of their prisons while the very mountains of their 
ancestral homelands lie visible beyond the wire. 

Only after nine months of infiltrating the fur ranching 
community had I gained the trust of ranchers that allowed 
me to witness the atrocities I observed. What began as a 
quest for video and photographic documentation slowly 
turned into an investigation of animal and Earth abuse. 

After having been arrested for smashing up fur shops in 
Vancouver, I decided to trade in my wrist-rocket and paint- 
bombs for a video and 35mm camera. With so little 
evidence available about fur ranching, I decided that more 
could be done to destroy the industry with film than with 
bricks... at least for now. 

So began what became an 1 1 -month investigation of fur 
ranching. Mink, which are naturally aquatic and fiercely 
territorial, with a range of more than 10 miles when free, 
are forced to spend their short lives in cages 16 by 20 
inches. For fox, also natural roamers, cells tend to be three 
by four feet, if they're lucky. Bobcats and lynx are forced 
into a wire box five feet square. 

Techniques used to kill fox and mink include anal 
electrocution, neck-breaking, carbon dioxide gassing and 



A mink experiences freedom for the first time. 
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crushing. Bobcats and lynx are either shot in the head at 
point-blank range with a .22 caliber short bullet or darted 
using a blowgun with an overdose of drugs. 

By December, we had obtained more than 300 photo- 
graphs and 10 hours of videotape revealing the conditions 
and killing techniques on fur ranches. Believing my cover 
of being interested in starting my own mink ranch, a fur 
rancher named Bruce Campbell had an offer. He would 
sell me 40 of his best breeder mink and all the equipment 
to start a fur ranch. I called him back to ask if he wanted 
to sell me all his mink, his four bobcats and two lynx as 
well. The first guerrilla fur ranch rehabilitation project 
had begun. 

I called on a friend of mine who had been a wildlife 
rehabilitator for eight years. With her assistance, we would 
attempt to give every animal an opportunity to be what 
they really were: wild animals. The Coalition Against Fur 
Farms (CAFF) as we now call ourselves, believe that the 
only rightful home for a lynx, bobcat or mink is in the 
North American wilderness. No cage is big enough to hold 
the spirits of these animals, and despite offers to perma- 
nently house them at a sanctuary, we refused to sanction 
further imprisonment for any reason. 

No regulation, law or guideline would be used to deter- 
mine these animals' chance at freedom. If they could prove 
efficiency in hunting and were in good health, we would 
give them the liberty they had been denied. It made little 
difference whether we followed the law or not. Already we 
knew it to be illegal to rehabilitate captive-bred animals. 
You could gas, electrocute, crush, shoot, trap or poison 
them, but release them back into the wilderness and you 
are a criminal. 

Once Spring began, we hoped to begin releasing mink. 
Already we had eight males in larger enclosures complete 
with logs, rocks and baths, subsisting on a diet of mice, rats 
and any domestic cat-killed rodents. With the introduc- 
tion of live food, the minks' disposition changed dramati- 
cally. A measure taken to prevent a threat to any wild 
population of lynx, bobcat and mink was to have the 
animals' blood tested for any disease; they were all found 
| to be disease-free. 

| We established general rules for release: animals would 
| only be released into areas on native habitat; all animals 
9 would be released in areas of little or no human intrusion; 
| no two mink would be released where they might find 
° each other and reproduce. We only wanted our mink to 
breed with wild mink and their genetic difference from 
them to disappear. 




Once we recognized a possible re- 
lease sight, we would scout the area 
for signs of prey. We decided to re- 
lease all animals near a water source. 
Prior to our first release, we had the 
animals blessed by a Blackfoot Medi- 
cine Woman from Montana. In the 
first week of April, we began releasing 
the mink. The next five weeks were 
spent driving thousands of miles de- 
livering mink to wilderness areas 
across the Northwest. 

Routinely we would drive as far as 
roads would take us, then hike in 
with the mink on our backs, one per- 


son always on watch for hikers or 
hunters. As we searched for release 
sights, it became evident how little 
we could guarantee safety for the ani- 
mals once freed. There were logging 
operations to be avoided, hunting 
and trapping to be considered and 
campsites with Spring vacationers. 
The sober reality of just how little 
true wilderness still existed made us 
sick with disgust for the destructive 
nature of white man's society. 

As the mink successfully completed 
our rehabilitation program, we shifted 


our focus to the four bobcats and two 
lynx. In the beginning of May, we 
began releasing cats. We constructed a 
carrier box two by four feet, covered by 
a tarp and with a removable wall. Once 
we carried a cat to a release site, we 
would cut back the tarp and allow the 
animal to get acquainted with the sur- 
roundings before opening the door. 
Within 15 minutes of every release, the 
cats would disappear into the forest. 

As we hiked out of one release site, I 
caught a glimpse of motion. When I 
turned to look, all I saw was the 
southend of a bobcat, as it galloped 
through the forest, gaz- 
ing upward at the old- 
growth Douglas fir 
trees. I yelled and threw 
rocks at her, remind- 
ing her of the threat all 
humans pose. 

With the conclusion 
of our fur ranch reha- 
bilitation project came 
a new dimension in 
the war against the fur 
trade. CAFF is 100 
percent behind any il- 
legal direct action di- 
rected against the fur 
ranching industry and 
willing to speak on be- 
half of any actions that 
do not kill anybody. 
For the lynx, bobcat, 
mink and fox nations, 
act now. Find a fur 
shop in your area and 
§. smash or etch its win- 
| dows. Liquid steel ru- 
* ins locks. If you live in 
n an area where furs are 
| worn, fill a squirt 
I bottle with red dye or 
battery acid and let fly. 
If you're presentable 
enough to get into a 
fur shop department store, take a ra- 
zor blade and slash the coats. In En- 
gland, direct action has reduced the 
fur industry by 70 percent. 

We must stand up against the 
government's threats and not be in- 
timidated by their anti-nature rheto- 
ric. We must remind ourselves what it 
means to put the Earth first. It's more 
than a slogan, it's a way of life. Now 
let's stop talking and get to work. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are 
available for $5 each or $500 for our 21- 
year set. 


USDA Poisoning Six 
Million Birds 

The US Department of Agriculture 
has recommended that six million 
red-winged blackbirds, yellow-headed 
blackbirds and common grackles be 
poisoned with DRC-1339-laced rice. 

The poisonings are planned for 
eastern and central North Dakota. 
Smaller scale poisonings already 
took place between 1994 and 1998. 

The three blackbird species are 
targeted because of the damage they 
do to sunflower crops in the Fall. 
According to Larry Kleingartner, 
executive director of the National 
Sunflower Association, the black- 
birds eat only two percent of the 
$315 million annual sunflower crop. 
He says some farmers are hit much 
harder than others, however. 

Thirty-two species of grain-eating 
birds have been observed in or around 
sunflower fields at the time of year 
the poisonings are planned. In addi- 
tion, birds of prey, especially avian 
predators such as prairie falcons and 
Cooper’s hawks, could easily fall vic- 
tim by eating poisoned birds. 

Black-Footed Ferrets to be 
Reintroduced in Colorado 

Twenty years after black-footed 
ferrets were discovered near 
Meeteetse, Wyoming, biologists are 
preparing to reintroduce the endan- 
gered species to Colorado. The last 
confirmed record of ferrets in Colo- 
rado was in 1946. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
listed the black-footed ferret as en- 
dangered in 1967 under a precur- 
sor to the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973. 

The only ferret native to North 
America, it once ranged from Canada 
to Mexico, but came to the brink of 
extinction in the early 1980s— with 
a total population of only seven 
animals — primarily due to the ex- 
termination of its main prey base, 
prairie dogs. 

The planned release follows the 
October 2 release of about 100 fer- 
rets in northwestern Chihuahua, 
Mexico, also part of a recovery plan 
that calls for releasing 1,500 breed- 
ing adults in at least 10 populations 
in Western states and Mexico. 



A lynx peers from the confines of his rehabilitation enclosure, 


soon to be released into his native Northwest habitat. 
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BY ANTEATER 

Even the most straight edge, hard- 
core vegan will have inadvertently 
consumed more than a pound of insects 
in their lifetime. I am not speaking of 
the occasional insect that flies down 
your throat. All of us have been eating 
flour beetles, weevils and other insects 
that infest granaries since we stopped 
suckling. If we were fed processed baby 
food and fruit drinks, we probably 
developed a secret liking for these 
insects that continued into adulthood. 
While this may present a quandary for 
the most well-meaning vegans, it also 
leads to issues of sustainability for those 
with different diet ideologies. 

Entomaphagy, or the eating of 
insects, has roots back to the beginning 
of human time. Mormon crickets 
(. Anabrus simplex) were one of the food 
sources of early Native Americans. 
Crickets were collected from bushes 


and in grasslands, though they often 
reached the greatest densities along 
bodies of water. In modern day 
experiments, researchers have 
discovered that crickets collected in 
fields provided more sustenance -for 
Natives than all other local resources, 
with the exception of small and large 
game animals. One person collecting 
crickets for one hour yielded more 
than 18 pounds, the protein equivalent 
of §6 hamburgers. 

Although entomaphagy fs not 
presently commonplace in North 
America, it is a regular component of a 
healthy diet in other countries. Insects * j 
are important to Australian aborigines, 
as well as to African, Middle Eastern and 
Asian populations. Filipino farmers flood 
their fields to capture mole crickets, 
while the Thai people eat crickets, 
grasshoppers, beetle larvae and 
dragonflies. In China, bee larvae is eaten 
raw or fried. 


Insects are a good survival 
food and could be an integral 
element to an environmentally 
sustainable lifestyle. Many 
species of insects are lower in 
fat, higher in protein and have 
a better feed-to-meat ratio 
than beef, lamb, pork or 
chicken. Compared to 
growing soybeans, insects are 
a more efficient and 
sustainable food source and 
just as functional in a 
multitude of recipes. Insects 
can be dried and ground into 
flour, mixed in a soup as 
thickener, bread, cakes and 
other flour-based food. 

There are 1,462 recorded 
species of edible insects. Most 
ants and ant larvae are edible 
and tasty. Black ants can be 
eaten raw, whereas fire ants 
are not considered to be 
edible. The formic acid, which 
gives ants a vinegar flavor, 
mostly disappears when they 
are boiled. In Thailand, ant 
juice is sometimes substituted 
when recipes call for lemon. 
Larger ants can be squeezed 
onto your fresh wild salad. Both 
the adults and larvae of cicadas, 
Japanese beetles, June bugs and 
floor beetles are edible. 
Caterpillars are edible, but the 
smooth ones are best. Survival 
manuals recorrqnend not eating the 
brightly qqlfr6d-f§nes or those that 
feed on toxic plants. On the other 
hand, the brightly colored tomato 
worm is edible. Mayflys, waterbugs 
and silverflsh are also edible and can 
be prepared like most insects. 

It may be hard to believe, but 
cocktoaches are edible yet low in 
nutrition. Obviously, they are a prime 
candidate for gut purging due to their 
poor food source. Crickets and 
grasshoppers can add protein, 
calories, fat and vitamins B1 and B2. 
Mole crickets, Mormon crickets and 
grasshoppers are the most common 
insects eaten worldwide and are 
edible at all stages of their life cycle. 
Termites are the second most eaten 
insect in the world. Live termites 
provide about 350 calories per 100 
grams with 23 percent protein and 
28 percent fat. If you find a collection 
under a log, you can throw them in 
whatever is for dinner. 
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Earthworms raw or cooked have a baked on a cookie sheet at 150-200 
nice concentration of 70 percent degrees for at least one hour until dried, 
protein and are abundant to collect. An alternative is to freeze insects in a 
You can even raise them in your home plastic bag overnight, then blanch them 
compost pile. Honey bees and wasps to remove any debris or contaminants, 
are accepted around the world as a Next take off the head and legs and bake 
favored food. They are edible at all them for about two hours until dry. You 
stages of growth. Boiling tends to break will now have an insect that will fit into 
down their poison and soften the most recipes. In the outdoors, they can 
stinger. Pounding them before boiling beguiled and then placed on a hot rock 
is also effective. to be solar dried. 

Insects are best if cooked or frozen The faint of heart should skip this 
while alive. Once insects die, they can next^&gction on fly larvae because 
become unpalatable. To prepare most they maggots. Fly larvae are 
insects for eating, those that are alive commeteiirilylvailable for biological 
will have to be slowed down by placing research and as food for some animal 
them in a refrigerator for several hours. coin W nh>ns. 1n £atme,..thevar& easv 
They can be kept alive for several days tp capture and rfften found fflffusters 
in a refrigerator. When ready to eat, around roadkills. One way to remove 
place them in a kitchen colander and the larvae from decomposed meat is 
toss them while blowing on them to to place the meat in a box with 
separate the debris from the insect, openings in the bottom corners and 
The small debris will pass through the containers under the. openings. The 
colanderrihd the other will blow away . larvae will crawl to the corners where 
Pour out the crickets on a paper towel they will fall into the containers, 
hr wax paper. If yoii have riot removed Bright lights seem to aid in driving 
the dead ones before refrigerating®/ tffe larvae off into the containers, 
them, remove them How. Rinse iri Wash in cool water and cook, 
cool water, drain, pat dry with a papfer One insect that is easy to prepare and 
towel and use immediately or freezqfn is L tasty addition to any recipe is the 
a plastic bag for later use. mealworm. Like crickets, mealworms 

You may or may not want to rempve have an oily, nutty flavor. Prepare as 
the legs and wings. Some recommend with other insects. For a starter stock, 
removing the heads because they have they are readily available from pet dealers 
no food value, but others prefer tonot along with directions for raising them, 
remove anything. If you prefer to The mealworms you purchase will be 
remove parts, the procedure works best packaged with bran or newspaper. They 
when the insect is frozen or already dry are easy to raise if you have a source of 
roasted. Insects with a hard outer shell bran meal. Begin with shoe boxes or 
have parasites and a few are transferable plastic containers. Fill with four inches 
to humans, so cook them before eating, of bran meal or cream of wheat and add 
Grasshoppers, in particular, can carry 25 or more mealworms. The moisture 


Federal Agency Issues 
Citations to Kentucky 
Coal Company 

The federal Mine Safety and 
Health Administration issued two 
citations on October 17 to Martin 
County Coal Company for its Oc- 
tober 11. 2000, spiU of 300-million 
gallons ol' sludge into tributaries of 
Kentucky's BigSandy River isec El'!} 
December-January 2001), saying 
that the company could have 
avoided the disaster. 

The agency stated that the com- 
pany failed to respond early enough 
to indications that water and sludge 
were leaking from a 70-acre im- 
poundin' nt 'fiorid' ml" a mme 
below it, culminating in a spill that 
butiedsuiroundlng land up to seven 
feet deep, killing fish and fouling 
drinking water. 

After hav mg already spent more 
than $40 million to dean up the 
mess, the company may be fined 
up to $1 10,000 for the two viola- 
tions. Company officials plan to 
appeal the decision. 

Man Pleads Guilty To 
Torching Luxury Homes 
Near Mountain Preserves 

On November 7 Mark Sands 
pleaded guilty to eight counts of 
extortion affecting interstate 
commerce and one count of using 
fire to commit a federal felony in 
connection with eight fires near 
Phoenix, Arizona's mountain 
preserves. He faces 15 to 20 years 
in prison. 

Sands said that he intended to 
prevent encroachment near moun- 
tain preserves, but that he did not 
realize until later the fear he had 
caused the owners of the homes. 

"It was never my intent to cause 
any (personal) harm, but on reflec- 
tion, I realize that did happen, and 
1 regret that," he said. 

Sands became a suspect in April 
after a surveill ■; cc camera caught 
him, wearing a hat and gloves, writ- 
ing "CSP,” the arsonist's acronym 
for Coalition to Save the Preserves, 
with a red marker at a construction 
site near his home. 

His sentencing is scheduled for 
February 11, 
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continued from previous page 
beetles will not crawl out of the container. Add 
additional meal as needed. Once the pupa emerges 
as a beetle, it will lay 400-500 eggs that hatch into 
larvae in two weeks. Then they become adults in two 
or three weeks. In a survival situation, mealworms 
will eat any crushed grain or weed seeds. 

Moths that you find flying around your lights 
are edible and taste pretty good, a little bit like 
almonds. Moth larvae provide about 265 calories 
per 100 grams. The are about 63 percent protein 
and 15 percent fat. 

Pill bugs, or rolly-pollies — actually crustaceans 


Snails and slugs are not insects, but they are 
also a good food resource. Both aquatic and 
terrestrial snails are edible. Boil slugs in vinegar 
to remove mucous then stir fry in olive oil or 
butter and garlic salt. 

From vegetables to cows, people kill for their 
survival. I'm not going to argue that eating insects 
does not contribute to the suffering of amazing 
creatures. Whether you wildcraft them or raise 
them, a personal relationship is formed. Since 
insects need to be eaten freshly killed there is no 
middleperson in the process, unlike in restaurants 
or grocery stores. You also have to know what you 






and not insects — are found under boards and 
rocks in moist places and can be boiled in water 
and eaten as a crunchy protein source. 

To eat scorpions — also not insects, but arachnids — 
remove any hard parts as well as the tail. 


are eating and educate yourself about your food 
source. These skills will be instrumental in any 
survival situation in the wilderness or at an action 
where food sources may be taken away. Or after 
industrial collapse when the soy powder runs out. 


3od V 

z*fr 
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Environmental Injustice in Hunters Point 


Greenaction has joined with com- 
munity and youth organizations to 
fight for environmental justice in 
the Hunter's 
Point neighbor- 
hood of San Fran- 
cisco, California. 

This low-income, 
predominantly 
African Ameri- 
can neighbor- 
hood suffers 
from toxic and 
radioactive pol- 
lution, with high 
rates of cancer 
and asthma. 

Greenaction 
has begun a 
campaign to 
shutdown the 
polluting Pacific 
Gas and Electric 
(PG&E) Hunter’s 
Point power 
plant. It is also working to oppose 
the expansion of Mirant's Potrero 
power plant and to support renew- 
able energy, conservation and 
energy efficiency. In addition, 


Greenaction supports the community 
in pressuring the US Navy to do a 
thorough cleanup of radioactive 
contamination 
at the Hunters 
Point Shipyard. 
Greenaction and 
community allies 
held a march and 
rally at the PG&E 
power plant in 
August and co- 
sponsored a Sep- 
tember town hall 
to discuss the 
environmental 
and economic in- 
justices facing 
Hunter’s Point. 

The comm unity 
demands clean 
air and environ- 
mental justice, 
not more asthma 
and pollution! 

For more information, contact 
Greenaction, 1540 Market St, Ste 
325, San Francisco, CA 94102; ( 415)1 
252-0822; (4 IS) 252-0823 (fax); 
www.greenaction.org. 


Greenaction's mission is to mobi- 
lize community power to win victo- 
ries that change government and 
corporate policies to protect health 
and our environment and to pro- 
mote environmental justice. 

Many of the differences in envi- 
ronmental quality between black 
and white communities result from 
institutional racism. Institutional 
racism influences local land use, 
enforcement of environmental 
regulations, industrial facility sit- 
ing and where people of color live, 
work and play. 

Environmental racism provides 
benefits for whites while shifting 
costs to people of color, yet the envi- 
ronmental justice movement is 
changing the way scientists, research- 
ers, policy makers and educators go 
about their work. 

To learn more about the growing 
environmental justice movement, 
contact the Environmental justice 
Resource Center, 223 James P. 
Brawley Dr, Atlanta, GA 303 14; (404) 
880-6911; www.ejrc.cau.edu. 



frontline^ 


Lesotho to the urban and industrial Gauteng region in 
South Africa [includingjohannesburg] through a series 
of dams and tunnels blasted through the Maloti Moun- 
tains. The first three major dams in the six-dam scheme 
affected 27,000 people. Approximately 2,000 of them 
were resettled. 

Three Thousand New Zealanders Take 
"Green Gloves" Pledge 

In the wake of increased governmental support for 
genetic engineering (GE) research and field trials, 3,000 
New Zealanders in Auckland signed a "Green Gloves 
Direct Action Pledge" vowing to pull up genetically 
engineered crops. "The government has betrayed the 
majority of New Zealanders who do not want GE field 
trials and preparation for commercial GE releases.They 
sold out to the GE lobby. That leaves the public no 
option but civil disobedience to protect our country 
from GE accidents and contamination," stated Green 
Gloves spokesperson Logan Petley. Inspired in part by 
the precedent set in England which determined that 
crop-removers were acting in the public interest, Green 


Gloves organizers plan to launch' a massive campaign to 
take back New Zealand from the would-be engineers of 
life. "Green Gloves is announcing its plans openly so 
that GE companies and research institutions are in no 
doubt about our intentions. These will not be secretive 
activities, but rather open, colorful and unstoppable," 
said the Green Gloves coordinators. 

Maori Activists Demand that GE Records 
be Made Public 

More than a dozen Maori activists hung anti-GE 
banners, sang songs and spread soil on the office floor 
of the Environmental Risk Management Authority 
(ERMA) on October 31 in Wellington, New Zealand. 
"We cannot afford to let the country go GE. The public 
want to know what's going on, " stated protestor Angeline 
Greensili. The ERMA evaluates GE research project 
applications, and the activists were demanding that 
records be made public. They would only speak Maori 
during the occupation. A simultaneous anti-GE hikoi, or 
march, weaved its way through most of the North 
Island on its way to Parliament. 
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KODAK’S TOXIC COLORS: 


by Mike Schade 

Behind the glossy image of Kodak's 
film lies one of the largest emitters of 
toxins in the United States. Thou- 
sands live in the shadow of one of the 
biggest corporate polluters in the 
world and the largest emitter of rec- 
ognized carcinogens in New York: 
Eastman Kodak. 

Eastman Kodak— a multinational 
corporation with headquarters in 
Rochester — is New York's number 
one manufacturing polluter. Kodak 
has a long history of environmental 
violations, contamination of the 
Rochester community, dumping of 
hazardous wastes in Kodak Park and 
advocacy for the weakening of envi- 
ronmental regulations. 

What Develops in Kodak's 
Dioxin-Spewing Incinerators 

The true picture of Kodak is their 
towering hazardous waste incinerators, 
which burn more than 70 million 
pounds of toxic chemicals every year, 
releasing cancer-causing chemicals like 
dioxin and hexavalent chromium into 
the air. In fact, just one of Kodak's two 


hazardous waste incinerators releases 
more dioxin and hexavalent chromium 
(both known human carcinogens) than 
all the other tested hazardous waste 
incinerators in New 
York combined. 

Kodak annually 
releases 544 million 
adult doses of di- 
oxin into the air 
from their incinera- 
tors. Commonly re- 
ferred to as "the 
most toxic chemi- 
cal in existence," 
dioxin builds up in 
body fat and is 
linked to health 
problems such as 
breast, prostate and 
liver cancer, repro- 
ductive disorders 
and birth defects. 

Dioxin is par- 
ticularly harmful 
to children and 
the elderly. The 
Environmental 
Protection Agency has recently clas- 
sified dioxin as a known human 


carcinogen that is 10 times more haz- 
ardous than previously thought. 

Environmental Justice Issues 

Thousands 
of people live 
near Kodak Park. 
Twenty percent 
of the residents 
within a half 
mile of Kodak are 
under 10 years 
old. Twenty-one 
schools are lo- 
cated within just 
three miles of 
the Kodak site. 
Within a half 
mile, the average 
household in- 
come is $7,343 
lower than the 
county average. 

Increased 
Cancer Risk 

Health studies 
indicating risks 
from Kodak's pollution are of great 
concern to New Yorkers. In 1995, 



Children live under the shadow of Kodak. 









the true picture ofi A lew fork’s Laziest cotpotate pollutes 


a study by the Department of Health 
concluded, "Women living near 
Kodak Park had approximately an 80 
percent greater risk of developing 
pancreatic cancer." The same study 
reported that women who have pan- 
creatic cancer are nearly twice 
as likely to live near Kodak Park 
as elsewhere. 

The study found that when only the 
women who had resided in the area 
for at least 20 years were considered, 
living near Kodak Park was associated 
with a 96 percent increased risk for 
pancreatic cancer. 

A concerned parent whose child had 
brain cancer uncovered the names of 
119 children under the age of 21 diag- 
nosed with cancer since 1 994. Of those 
children, 64 had diagnoses of central 
nervous system cancer: cancer of the 
brain or spine. 

Hold Kodak Accountable! 

During the last five years, the Citi- 
zens' Environmental Coalition (CEC) 
and the Kandid Coalition have been 
working to eliminate Kodak's toxic 
pollution through grassroots organiz- 
ing and advocacy. 


We have challenged Kodak wher- 
ever and whenever appropriate, try- 
ing to shine public light behind the 
curtains of corporate business as usual . 
CEC and the 
Kandid Coalition 
continue to work 
toward reducing 
Kodak's danger- 
ous emissions 
and need your 
help to continue 
working for envi- 
ronmental jus- 
tice in Rochester. 

You can send 
Kodak a strong 
message to shut 
down its toxic 
incinerators. By 
confronting 
Kodak in your 
community, you 
will be joining 
and strengthen- 
ing a network 
of groups working 
for environmen- 
tal justice both in New York and around 
the world. 


Organize public demonstrations 
and street theater at corporate chains 
(such as Wal-Mart, Target, CVS, Rite 
Aid, etc.) that sell Kodak film, put up 
posters around 
your commu- 
nity, hand out 
flyers in front of 
stores that sell 
Kodak film, orga- 
nize teach-ins, 
write letters. 

Call Kodak at 
(800) 242-2424 
or leave a mes- 
sage for CEO 
Daniel Carp at 
(716) 588-9050 
and tell Kodak 
that it should 
be leading the 
1 film industry by 
| phasing out its 
| incinerators. 

^ For more infor- 
o mation or to 
get involved in 
the campaign to 
eliminate Kodak's pollution, visit 
www.kodakstoxiccolors.org. 



Pollution reigns number one in Kodak Park. 
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Logging Continues Around Gods Val ley 

Loggers continue to chainsaw portions of the last two 
percent of naturally re-seeded coastal temperate rainforest 
in Oregon's Tillamook State Forest despite the presence of 
two treesits in the immediate area. 

Solace and Rise, the first treesi ts to take root on Oregon State 
lands, have remained standing for more than three months as 
loggers fell trees within 30 feet, togging of Area IV of the Acey 
Line Timber Sale in Gods Valley should be completed soon 
and yarding is expected to be done by the end of the year. AH 
units in Gods Valiev could be cut in late 2001 or early 2002 if 
logging is not halted. Activists from the Cascadia Forest 
Alliance and I lard Rain Alliance continue organizing to stop 
further logging in this beautiful mixed Sitka spruce, hemlock, 
Douglas fir and Western red-cedar forest. 

This is the same timber sale where the Oregon Depart- 
ment of Forestry (ODF) trapped and almost killed Tre 
"Ridge" Arrow in early October after fee free-climbed a 
tree to support the sitters in Area II during active logging 
operations (see EFIJ November- December 2001). Sixteen 
people were arrested the same day in protest, bringing 
the total numbers of arrestees to 20. The Gods Valley 


20 have been arraigned and trial dates are being set. 
Ridge- is doing better, is walking now and appreciates 
everyone's support. 

Korean Climate Actions 

Korean activists have recently developed a network tor 
climate action called Rislngtide Korea. On November 3, 
the group took action to interrupt the departure of indus- 
trial representatives going to the sellout "COl’7" climate 
conference in Morocco at the Inchon International Air- 
port. On November 7, the network simultaneously con- 
ducted rallies in front of five different places such as the 
Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Energy'; 5hell Korea; 
the American embassy and the Korean Congress building, 
entities which are making the climate crisis worse. Large 
corporations in Korea intend to address the crisis of 
climate < hange mainly through the unacceptable process 
of carbon trading. 

On November 4. the last day of C0P7, climate activists 
gathered to take action and march in Seoul with an anti- 
WTO demonstration. Afterward, the group held a festival 
in the street with singing, dancing and theater. 
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Night Action Confronts Rapist: 
A Harm to One is a Harm to All 


by Pangaea and Opal 

Kevin Kunzler, otherwise known as Huckleberry, came to 
Olympia, Washington, from Bella Coola, British Columbia, 
about two months ago. A week before he was supposed to 
leave, he became physically involved with a womyn here. 
They verbally discussed sex but decided 
not to go that far. She soon became 
uncomfortable with his constant visits 
and told him so. He confessed that he 
had issues with womyn, that once, when 
he was 16, he had raped a girl. He told 
her that he was healing from that. 

One night there was a party that in- 
volved alcohol and nakedness. During 
the party, she tried to explain to him 
that she didn't want to be involved with 
him anymore. He told her that she was 
drunk and not making any sense. She 
left and headed out to her cabin. She was 
barely conscious: fatigued and under 
the influence of alcohol. She remembers only that he 
climbed into bed with her. He penetrated her, shattering the 
boundaries she had set when awake and sober, violating her 
while she lay nearly senseless and powerless. If sex had been 
money, it would have been said that he stole it. Further- 
more, he broke trust and treated her as a pleasure object, not 
as a multi-dimensional, incredible person. 


Several days later, he became aware of the full extent of 
his betrayal. Kevin awoke, at three a. m. in his tiny cabin, 
to a cacophony of voices. Thirteen figures, mostly masked, 
surrounded him. The womyn he had raped threw a cup of 
menstrual blood on his head. She directed what followed, 
secure, in the power of the group, to face her rapist without 
fear. It was a poetry slam of rage and 
resistance. We spoke in turn about our 
anger, then our pain, then our hope for 
his healing. When he protested that 
rape was not a violent act, she punched 
him in the face. 

We chose not to do this in the day- 
light because we wanted him to fear. 
We did this so he would know what it 
was like to be naked in the dark and 
vulnerable. We also acted because we 
will not tolerate rape as a community, 
and because he was leaving for Big 
Mountain the next day. We repeatedly 
asked him how we could know that he 
wouldn't do it again. He had no answer. 

Kevin's current feelings about his act are a mystery to us. 
In the first email he sent after the act, he wrote: "I raped a 
woman. That was absolutely wrong, there are no excuses." 
A few days later, he was convinced that what had happened 
was a simple "drunken mistake." In his most recent email, 
he wrote, "I have raped, but I am not a rapist, because I 


A rape devastates everything 
that a womyn and a community 
depend upon: a sense of safety, 
integrity and trust. He shows 
awareness that he has done 
wrong, but has never shown 
that he understands what this 
action means. 
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ALF Targets Iowa Animal Kxploiters 

In mid-October, the ALF targeted two animal exploita- 
tion facilities in Iowa, releasing thousands of mink from a 
fur farm and rescuing numerous birds from an animal 
research breeder. Both places had been previously targeted 
by the ALF 

In the late hours of October 16, the ALF visited Scott 
'Nelson's fur farm in Ellsworth, Iowa and opened all the 
mink cages, releasing an estimated 2,000 mink into the 
surrounding area. 

1 he All" activists stated in their communique that they 
will be "tearing up fences, breaking down walls and open- 
ing cages to free the animals" until the animals' "blood 
stops spilling." 

Then in the early morning hours of October l 8, the AI F 
entered several sheds at DoubleTFarmsin Glenwood, Iowa 
and cut the wire mesh fencing to pens holding pigeons, 
ducks and geese, releasing an estimated 162 birds. The 
activists also state that the sheds were damaged or de- 
stroyed. This is the second time .ALF activists have targeted 
Double T Farms— on September 9, 2000, ALF activists 
rescued and released 215 pigeons. 


Double!' Farms breeds various species of birds for use in 

animal experimentation— "a cmel and senseless death at 
the hands of vivisectors," states the ALF. The activists say 
that “There will be further visits until (the) operation is 

shut down," 

The ALF then performed a second raid back at Scott 
Nelson's fur farm on October 23, where the same activists 
returned and released all the mink which had been recap- 
tured following the first reLease. 

Students Dump Tainted Milk in Protest 
On November 2. students, staff and faculty were joined 
by ELsie the Cow, a mad University of Wisconsin (UW) 
Scientist and other concerned citizens to dump milk on the 
steps of Memorial Union at UW-Madison. this protest is in 
the wake of UW's recent decision to stop certifying dairy 
products sold on campus as "rBGH free." 

As early as 1986, UW was caught selling, on campus and 
at the hospital, experimental milk from the Babcock dairy 
herd without FDA approval. Since then UW has continued 
to peddle rBGH dairy products and other GMOfrankenfoods 
without proper labeling. 
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acknowledge I've done wrong and am changing it — and 
that isn't justification. I still have done wrong. I have forever 
changed [the womyn's] life. I wish for a circle — in the light — 
without masks. I am afraid for my life and not because I 
might take it. " Most of the email, however, was dedicated to 
explaining how violated he felt. He told us our night action 
would make the oppres- 
sors proud. 

He shows awareness 
that he has done wrong, 
but has never shown that 
he understands what this 
action means to her life or 
to the community he vio- 
lated. He speaks the right 
words, but do those words 
come from his heart? We 
are not content with a 
promise because his act 
was a broken promise of 
the worst kind. Kevin was 
our friend. He is more 
than just a cardboard cut- 
out villain, but he and all 
men need to know that 
we will not tolerate viola- 
tion and will no longer 
be silent. 

A rape devastates every- 
thing that a womyn and a 
community depend upon: 
a sense of safety, integrity and trust. For Kevin, everything 
he depends upon will also change forever. If, in the face of 
this, he acts with compassion, integrity and is honest with 


others about what is in his heart and mind, then we may 
after time begin to trust him once more. But there will be no 
business as usual, no matter how many conferences he 
organizes or how much work he does for Native sovereignty 
or the forest. We believe his actions have made him a 
liability, which he will continue to be until he accepts full 

responsibility. Responsi- 
bility means understand- 
ing exactly how rape 
affects a life, how it feeds 
the system, why it is 
wrong and how to pre- 
vent it. 

Kevin is a tall, slim man 
with broad shoulders, a 
light olive complexion, 
brown eyes and long, 
wavy, dark brown hair. He 
may cut his hair off and 
sometimes he wears 
glasses. He is recovering 
from a broken hip and an 
injury to his right knee. 
He wears Carhartts pants 
with handsewn patches. 
He carries a handmade, 
tan canvas bag filled with 
tinctures, salve and Bach 
flower remedies. He came 
from Missouri, has hung 
out in Eugene and Port- 
land, and he has worked with Forest Action Network and 
Native sovereignists in BC. Most recently, he organized a 

continued on next page 



Kevin Kunzler, aka Huckleberry 
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continued from previous page 
West Coast tour of Native sovereignists. 
He does not readily answer personal 
questions and can be subtly control- 
ling, and at times pushy, when he 
doesn't get what he wants. He has an 
alpha male vibe. He knows all the right 
spiritual and politically correct lingo to 
make it sound like he is speaking from 
the heart, but his vocabulary is not 
reflected in his interactions with people. 
He loves to talk about patriarchy and 
how he is taking it down. 

We ask communities that he may 
visit to not compromise in their de- 
fense of womyn's safety anymore than 
they would in defense of the Earth. 
Like the web of life we fight for, we are 
interconnected and a harm to one is a 
harm to all. If your community decides 
to harbor this healing sex offender, an 
important action to take might be to 
confront him if he doesn't inform the 
community in an organized way. Let 
him know any oppressive behavior 
toward womyn will invoke a very seri- 
ous, immediate and collective response. 
Although we realize this article will 
create tension within certain commu- 
nities and will damage Kevin's reputa- 
tion, we believe that an organized and 
informed community is safer and more 
cohesive than one that is left in the 
dark by rumors and half-truths. 



"the golden rule" — a way of living 
that basically states "treat others how 
you would like to be treated." The 
basics of such a concept are simple. 
You don't want to be hit, don't hit 
others. You don't want to be lied to, 
don't lie to others. This is a very nice 
and almost utopian way of living. 

During the last two months, I con- 
fronted what has been one of the 
most difficult times in my life. It has 
brought a new understanding of the 
true meaning of the golden rule. I 


came out to my family and friends 
that almost three years ago, at the age 
of 18, I was sexually assaulted. Not 
just by someone I knew but by an- 
other activist. Taking advice from my 
therapist and closest friends, I posted 
an email message on the Utah Animal 
Rights Coalition's (UARC) message 
board stating what happened — as the 
perpetrator was Art Eggertson, the 
media coordinator for UARC at the 
time, also my neighbor and boss. Soon 
after the message was posted (less 


fronfling^ 

Protests Return to Headwaters Forest 

On October 23, Pacific Lumber (PL)/Maxxam began 
cutting a long-fought logging plan dubbed the "Hole in 
Headwaters” because it sits entirely within the publicly 
owned Headwaters Forest Preserve. Timber Harvest Plan 
520 contains more than 700 acres of redwood and Douglas 
fir forest that runs alongside the South Fork of the Elk River, 
which, though heavily impacted, is considered one of the 
best coho salmon streams in California. 

Forest activists have been fighting 520 since it was first 
filed in 1997 because of its salmon run and because it is 
virtually the only buffer to the virgin old growth of Head- 
waters Grove, now protected in public hands. 

Even before a direct action campaign was mounted, PL/ 
Maxxam upped the ante on October 26 when they filed a 
Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation against nine 
activists who came to check things out on the first day of 
logging. Like the lawsuit filed by PL/Maxxam against 
Mattole forest defenders earlier this year, it names 200 
"Jane and John Does” in anticipation of future protests and 
seeks punitive damages. 

There has been a sporadic action camp, despite the rainy 
weather, and a hike into the site days after logging started 


drew more than 100 people. Protests have occurred and 
more are planned for the future. 

ALF Destroys Equipment at San Diego Lab 

The Animal Liberation Frontline Information Service 
received the following communique: 

"On the evening of November 1 1, the Animal Liberation 
Front gained entry to the contract animal research iab of 
Sierra Biomedical in San Diego, California. The death camp 
was subsequently smashed to pieces from the inside out for 
severalhours. "Vital" equipment was destroyed andfile after 
file was soaked in muriatic acid. No piece of equipment was 
left intact. A transport van located outside had its tires 
slashed, was doused in paint and was just simply worked 
over. It is almost unbelievable that such a benign exterior 
could house such abhorrent acts as those performed in this 
lab. No high-priced contract is worth murder nor is it worth 
what the ALF will do to stop these murders. We were 
thorough and determined, they will not soon recover from 
our visit. We struck not with anger, but sadness in our hearts 
of the lives taken before our arrival and for the recent death 
of our friend Barry Horne. The ALF is always watching." 
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than 10 hours), it was removed because it was "not 
relevant to the animal rights scene, and as it happened 
more than two years ago." 

UARC failed to respond in any manner, until at last the 
pressure from the public grew so strong that it was faced 
with losing its meeting hall. Only then did UARC apolo- 
gize. But does that really make things better? Does that 
change the fact that it did and continues to uphold the 
silence that perpetuates sexual crimes, while at the same 
time discouraging others to come forth? 

What UARC did was wrong, and many were quick to point 
out that fact. UARC tried to ignore an issue when it was 
brought forth, but do you confront 
people every time you see a misogy- 


I am haunted and ashamed of myself for that night. Yet I 
fail to see how not stepping forward in the bus station is any 
different from what UARC did. No matter what the actual act 
is, big or small, not confronting it cannot be justified. No 
matter what movement or political beliefs you attach your- 
self to, we are all trying to make the world a better place. We 
get wrapped up in our causes and knee deep in personal 
politics. At times we seem to forget that we don't just do what 
we do for you or for me, but for everyone and everything. 

We always hear statements such as, "We need to call each 
other on our shit." I couldn't agree more. Wouldn't it be 
more effective to actually help change one person's mind 

toward a sexist act 
or comment? To con- 


nist, sexist, homophobic or racist matter w ^ at mc 
act? In an average day, it is hard to 

go a couple of hours without wit- attach yourself to, w 

nessing at least one of these things. a better place At til 
While traveling across the coun- « > • 

try on a bus about a year ago, 1 we don t just do wh; 

stopped in Reno, Nevada, around but for everyone ant 
two a.m. When I stepped into the 7 

lobby of the bus station, I wit- 
nessed a heated verbal argument between what I assumed 
to be a girlfriend and boyfriend. I noticed this couple 
because the male was screaming at the woman, calling her 
a whore, bitch and slut while she stood there in tears. There 
were about 150 people in the bus station, and we all sat 
there and watched this man completely belittle this woman. 
I felt that this man could get physically violent at any 
moment and sure enough he slapped her across the face. 
We all witnessed these things take place and still did 
nothing to prevent or stop them. Not even the security 
guards in the bus station tried to break things up. 


No matter what movement or political beliefs you 
attach yourself to, we are all trying to make the world 
a better place. At times we seem to forget that jA 
we don’t just do what we do for you or for me, 
but for everyone and everything. Wl 


front the person who 
might not understand 
that comments like 
"that’s so gay" 
are homo- 
\ phobic. 


It is these little things 1 
that go uncontested that * 
lay the groundwork for 
larger crimes against ev- 
ery living thing on this l 
planet. The golden rule / 
isn't just about being 
nice and kind toward 
others. It's also about M 
helping others to do /I 
the same. *■*' 
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ALF Claims Responsibility for Coulston Fire Russians Protest Nuke Waste Transport 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) claimed responsibility On October 24, more than 200 anti-nuclear activists in six 

for a million dollar fire set in a maintenance building at The Russian cities went to protest the nuclear waste transport 
Coulston Foundation (TCF) in Alamagordo, New Mexico, being secretly moved from Bulgaria to the Russian nuclear- 
on September 20. According to the ALF communique, TCF waste dumping site Krasnoyarsk-26. For the first time, the 
holds the largest colony of captive chimpanzees in the anti-nuclear movement attempted to blockade Russia's 
world, and the USDA has brought more charges against the largest railroad— the Trans-Siberian Railway— shortly be- 
facility than any other research lab in the US. fore the train with nuclear waste was expected. 

"Chimpanzees share more than 98 percent of the same In the middle of October, the anti-nuclear group 
DNA as humans and live in complex social family groups in Ecodefense discovered that an international shipment of 
the wild. At TCF, they live isolated in prisons of concrete nuclear waste would soon take place, 
floors and metal walls, with no other "enrichment" items Toward the end of October, actions took place in Yaroslavl, 

besides an occasional ball, tire or TV set. During nights of Yekaterinburg, Novosibirsk and Krasnoyarsk. It came as a 
observation, we heard the chimps and macaque monkeys surprise that police did not arrest anyone at the actions, 
periodically scream and crazily pound on the walls, sounds most likely due to the large presence of the media at the 
we will never forget. protests. The majority of the Russian national media sup- 

"Every precaution was taken to avoid injury to the ani- ported the action against nuclear transportation and at- 
mals, personnel, security and firefighters. We intend for tacked nuclear industry about the safety of the transports, 
this act of nonviolent economic sabotage to bring an end to Another historic event then happened on a governmen- 
this truly evil institution. If any investors consider bailing tal level. For the first time in its history, the Russian 
out TCF, they'll have to factor in large financial losses from government called for a special meeting of ministers to 
direct action.” 


discuss the safety of nuclear waste shipments. 
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Wolves and Poodles 



A patriot-shredding wolf to Katie Sierra, a 15-year-old 
self-described anarchist who was suspended from 
Sissonville High School in West Virginia for wearing a t- 
shirt that stated, "When I saw the dead and dying Afghani 
children on TV, I felt a newly recovered sense of national 
security. God Bless America!" A school board member 
accused Katie of "committing treason" for trying to start 
an anti-war club. 

A wolf bowed in deep respect to the memory of village 
activist Jurin Ratchapol of Thailand who was murdered 
earlier this year. For seven years, he dedicated himself to 
protecting the mangrove swamps and forests of Phuket 
from the hands of money-grubbing global industrial 
prawn farms. These elitist farms destroy wetlands, poison 
waterways and communities and generate more than $26 
billion annually in sales of black tiger prawns to fancy 
dining tables. 

A wolf with that winning smile to the residents of 
Worcester, Massachusetts, who voted no to fluorida- 
tion of the public water system. Despite hundreds of 
thousands of dollars spent on fluoridation propaganda, 
Worcester voted against fluoridation for the fifth time 
since the 1950s. 

A whip-cracking wolf to the Deputy Governor of 
Cambodia, Seng Tong, who has declared that rare wild 
animals should be taken off restaurant menus for good. 
Raids by wildlife protection officials this year have res- 
cued more than 1,300 endangered animals from kitch- 
ens in Phnomh Penh. 

A Swiss chalet-smashing wolf to anti-globalization 
protesters for their annual economic sabotage of the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. In 1997, 
before protests, security cost $137,500; in 2002 officials 
estimate it will cost nearly seven million dollars. 


A bloodswilling-redneck poodle to the Nature Conser- 
vancy in Devil's Den, Connecticut, for plotting to kill deer in 
the preserve while handing out brochures claiming that hunt- 
ing is not allowed. Despite the existence of non-hunting 
alternatives, they claim that these hunts are necessary to 
preserve flora and, ironically, to decrease vehicular deer colli- 
sions. Biologists note that hunting in November will stimulate 
birth rate and neccessitate an extension to the hunt. 

Alive-eyebrowed, catfish-lipped genetically altered purple 
poodle grandchild to A1 "Earth in Balance" Gore for his 
recent employment with Metropolitan West Financial, a ge- 
netic engineering investment firm. Gore's main responsibili- 
ties entail developing strategies for international expansion of 
biotechnology. Vote for Gore's genetic manipulation in 2004. 

A poodle choking on sand to the annual Thanksgiving 
gathering of 200,000 off-roaders in Southern California for 
ripping up protected sand dune habitat, for offing two of their 
ilk and injuring 200 more. 

A greasy, tourist agent poodle with a bloody ice pick to 
Sven Ludvigsen, Norway's fishery minister who wants to 
give families on holiday ice picks to kill baby seals. "Seal 
hunting should be sold as an exclusive product to tourists. 
This could be a hit!," spins Ludvigsen about the government 
perceived "overpopulation" problem. Seal hunting was 
banned in 1989, but the Norwegian cull was restarted in 1995 
despite international outcry. 

A bloated, stagnant, bureaucratic poodle to the big 
green five — the Nature Conservancy, World Wildlife Fund, 
National Wildlife Federation, Ducks Unlimited and Si- 
erra Club — who together control a budget of more than one 
and a half billion dollars. In an election year, if these five 
groups directed only one-tenth of their budgets to feralizing 
poodles they would command $320 million, more than the 
National Rifle Association and the Republican National 
Committee combined. 



A swastika-branded poodle to University of Arizona 
(UA) president Dr. Peter Likins for his hypocritical state- 
ment to alumni on the character of the university commu- 
nity, "We gather people from all races and religions of the 
world, and we all belong here." Despite the fact that his 
pursuit of the UA Mt. Graham telescope on sacred Apache 
land has been adamantly opposed by Apache traditionalists. 

A capitalist ass-kissing, oil-sucking poodle to Interior 
Poodle Secretary Gale Norton for altering findings from the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service concerning effects of oil devel- 
opment in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. She also 
misled Congress with a British Petroleum-sponsored study 
that stated oil drilling had little impact on the caribou of 
Prudhoe Bay. 

A poodle lost in a black hole in his head to Stephen 
Hawking for his space-colonizing propaganda as an answer 
to the anthrax scare. He warns the public that the human 
race is likely to be wiped out by a doomsday virus before the 
end of the millennium unless it starts to colonize space. 
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by Rick Lewiss 

If you're reading this, it's possible that you are 
one of the few who understand the concept of 
ecocidal mass extinction. You may also understand 
that millions are hungry and enslaved in sweatshops 
while those in the industrialized "First World" are 
evermore immiserated. These realities won't be 
explained to you again here. Instead, these words 
present a method to hinder and destroy the system 
of destruction. 

Unsustainable techno-industrial mass society and 
the path it’s paving are facilitated and empowered 
by mass-communications which allow corrupted 
ideas to be spread and acted upon. If we as a 
collective of revolutionary individuals can 
determine where the paths of communication 
bottleneck and where the information is processed, 
we can send false orders and junk information by 
the proverbial shitload to these central points. 

In many ways, even just one person can seriously 
complicate things for the materialistic exploiters of 
information technology. There are many levels of 
participation one can engage in. For example, some 
websites send out hundreds of automated 
confirmation messages instantly when you submit 
an address, and you could enter corporate email 
addresses repeatedly. If you didn't want to "spam" 
just one target at a time, you could create your own 
customized message and send it to all of your targets 
at once. 


One could throw in seemingly legitimate messages 
from another account requesting information from 
the target. This would waste the target's time in two 
ways — first by having to sort out the spam from 
legitimate messages and then by unwittingly 



responding to insincere requests. This would take 
time away from the real consumers whom they 
assist and also make their service distrustful. 

For the email spam attack, I suggest targeting 
banks, brokers, the stock markets and the corporate 
business media. Acting on Friday night after business 
hours will allow spam to accumulate during the 
weekend. Another good way to acquire a target is by 
watching the stock market and seeing who the 
biggest gainers are. Pay attention to the corporate 
press for earning report dates. 

What we are basically talking about is information 
overload as a basic tactic of information warfare. 

This tactic can also be used with the phone 
service. Now that the holiday con- 
sumption season is upon us, we can 
reduce the damage to the Earth by 
complicating business as usual. I 
suggest getting all your comrades 
together to call your local Wal- 
Mart repeatedly. Ask about 
hours, a product, to speak to 
the manager or just hang 
up and call again. Call 
from the store's pay- 
phone. Revolution 
requires action. 

If we coordinate 
these spam attacks 
with other forms of 
protest, we can beat 
the system. We can 
revolt. We can win. 
Your help would be ap- 
preciated. The begin- 
ning of the end is at 
hand. Act quickly and 
act often. 
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Dear Shit fer Brains .. 



continued from page 3 

Dear SFB, 

In response to the Mabon 
issue's "Arctic Delusion” ar- 
ticle, I must say I find the 
author's vendetta against 
the campaign to save the 
Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge's coastal plain com- 
pletely bizarre. The author 
seems to suggest that this is 
a pointless issue compared 
to others, but he is so colos- 
sally mistaken, it borders on 
complete ridiculousness. 

He suggests that the state- 
ment by some that protect- 
ing the Arctic Refuge is 
"symbolic" means that it is 
somehow worthless. The 
Arctic Refuge has been 
called "symbolic" because 
were the refuge to be drilled, 
it would all but open the 
gates to oil drilling in pro- 
tected areas everywhere. It 
would effectively make the 
definition of "Wildlife Ref- 
uge" worthless. This issue 
has become one of such 
high visibility that were it 
to be lost, it would be a 
blow to all environmental 
issues everywhere. 

The author suggests that 
the campaign to protect the 
Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge is not as important 
as one to stop a natural gas 
pipeline. The fact is that 
such a pipeline is still in 
the distant future. Noth- 
ing on its scale has ever 
been attempted. 

The Arctic Refuge could 
be opened to oil drilling 
this week. Between the time 
that I write this and the 
time it goes to print (if it 
does), there will almost defi- 
nitely have been as many as 
10 attempts in the Senate 
to open the Refuge. 

Would you prefer that these 
groups hadn't taken up this 
cause? Would you prefer to 
have oil derricks sucking a 
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meager supply of oil out of 
the Refuge right now? 

The fact is that the groups 
that the author seems to hate 
with such a passion have 
kept oil companies out of 
the Refuge for the 30 years 
that they've been trying to 
get in. The Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge is still a ref- 
uge because of the efforts of 
these groups. 

So you don't agree with 
the tactics of groups like the 
Alaska Wilderness League; 
fine, that's ok. Do things 
your own way, but dammit, 
don't waste your energy by 
labeling other environmen- 
tal groups the enemy. It's 
exactly what oil companies 
want to see. Infighting will 
only weaken the movement 
as a whole. 

— Tom Simchak 

Oberlin College Earth First! 

Dear SFB, 

My, my... everyone wor- 
ried so about the / moving 
south, but the way it looks 
from here, the movement 
made a great decision. The 
collective has breathed new 
life into the Journal and the 
interview with Free by 
Georgette and Turtle was a 
new high point. Free's heart- 
felt defense of direct action 
on behalf of Mother Earth 
was so moving. More of us 
should act with such au- 
thentic conviction; Free's a 
true eco-warrior. 

There is only one EF! J and 
it is better than ever; the 
collective deserves our sup- 
port and thanks. Cheers you 
guys, what you are doing is 
so important. 

LWOD, 

— TK IN THE UK 

Dear Everyone, 

This is on the subject of 
using fire for economic sabo- 
tage. This is something that 


I have spent countless hours 
sitting in my room weigh- 
ing the pros and cons of and 
trying to decide where it is 
most applicable, and when 
the environmental/pro-cor- 
porate consequences out- 
weigh our desired economic 
damage goal. Here's what 
I've concluded: 

The reason fires cause so 
much damage in dollars is 
because they ruin every- 
thing in the building. On 
the surface this seems 
ideal. But to ruin things, it 
ultimately causes a tre- 
mendous waste of many 
resources. If a building is 
torched, consider: all of 
the 1000s of feet of steel 
pipe is trashed; the carpet 
(linoleum, tile) is burned, 
so it is ripped out; the dry- 
wall is ripped out; all the 
wiring is thrown away (in 
older buildings, some wire 
is asbestos-coated); the 
computers are trashed; all 
the outlets, lights, and cir- 
cuit panels are thrown out 
(if replaced, that just helps 
GE, who is moving to the 


front of the business as the 
leading supplier); the toxic 
insulation is burned; all of 
the wood is trashed and no 
longer usable. As is the na- 
ture of the beast, all this 
shit is just thrown away 
and practically never re- 
cycled or reused. 

If the mark is not insured, 
or doesn't receive compen- 
sation for the loss, then I 
tend to think it is worth it. 
On the other hand, if they 
are insured, it turns out to 
be quite a kick in the teeth 
to us... 

To rebuild, their insur- 
ance company gives them 
money. They then give their 
money to the enemy — the 
gigantic lumber companys, 
the vastly polluting wire in- 
dustry, all the sleazy mo- 
nopolistic manufacturers of 
the light fixtures/drywall/ 
office furniture/ computers/ 
slave-labored clothes/labo- 
ratory equipment/etc. 
(unless of course they go 
out of business!) 

Then much of the money 
goes to help Home Depot 



and Sam Walton continue 
their parasitic, unwavering 
expansion and consump- 
tion. Don't get me wrong — 
there are situations when fire 
is most favorable/even nec- 
essary; I just urge everyone 
to weigh the consequences 
and make the best decision 
for our Earth mother. 

— Masked Mole 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

OK, so the Journal has 
been in Tucson for four is- 
sues now and I'm wonder- 
ing where the hell is 
Ecodefense on the snake oil 
and trinkets page. I've seen 
overpriced songbooks and 
folk CDs, but no mention 
of a book that you would 
think the Journal would want 
people to have access to. 

Other than that and the 
continued inclusion of En- 
vironmental News of the 
Weird (which is stupid) the 
new Journal staff is doing a 
great job. You shouldn't hesi- 
tate to change as the ecologi- 
cal defense movement 
changes, no matter how 
much the old-timers fear new 
tactics and strategy. I think 
the first four issues out of 
Tucson have shown great 
promise, and I hope they 
continue to get better and 
support all actions in defense 
of the Earth. 

Sincerely, 

— DESIGNATED EF! CRITIC #31 

p.s. The reason I ask about 
Ecodefense is it seems the Jour- 
nal is the only place that 
distros it. 

Dear SFB!, 

I write you fools with the 
question of your, and my, 
sovereignty. With all the 
newly passed "anti-terror- 
ism" bills, and huge amounts 
of money given freely to 
those whom "enforce" those 
laws, I am worried about 
Earth First! Has EF! come 


under closer watch of The 
Man since September 11? 
Because if they haven't 
started to make life more 
difficult for you yet, I'll wa- 
ger they soon will. To the 
dull, dim-eyed: what you, 
and I, believe in is consid- 
ered "terrorism." Just ask 
Judi Bari. Once this Bush 
the Second was propped up 
into office, one could prac- 
tically see the writing on 
the wall. A man who can't 
speak straight, but mongers 
war, is all that the redneck 
will ever be. 

So here we all sit. Have 
these people of "power" 
stopped to ask the question: 
"Gee, if my house gets 
bombed, or gets two air- 
planes smashed into it, then 
maybe, just maybe, I have 
caused some people to be 
very angry at me." But no. 
The huge message they came 
up with was: Buy. Spend. 
Consume. What does it take 
to bring someone to shut up 
and question themselves? 
Leaders...? No. They are only 
politicians. Bureaucrats. 
Definition from my dictio- 
nary: an unwieldy adminis- 
trative system deficient in 
initiative and flexibility. 

What I have learned is this: 
What cannot flex, and re- 
mains hard and stiff, will 
break or fail when put un- 
der enough stress. Keep that 
in mind. Enough stress... by 
enough people and their ac- 
tions ... and it will break. Oh, 
is that statement now con- 
sidered a "terrorist threat?" 
I wouldn't doubt it for a 
second. These people con- 
fuse patriotism with milita- 
rism, flag waving with 
thoughtful insight. Never 
give them an inch. They 
bring small-mindedness and 
limited views with them ev- 
erywhere they go. 

Sincerely yours, 

— Drew Feuer 


Dear Earth First, 

I'd like to comment on 
Mafundi's statement in the 
Samhain issue. Mafundi! I 
know you hit some posi- 
tives notes on the Journal, 
and you was talking about 
coverage of the Afrikan 
communities, and the waste 
that's dumped there. 

Well, as a homeboy from 
the barrio, I know what 
you're talking about. But 
it's up to us to bring this 
forth to the people. 

It's not a black or white 
thing, and the waste that's 
being dumped in your com- 
munity is all of our problems, 
because it's the Earth we need 
to save, which is all of the 
communities combined. 

True ! There are more white 
activists than there are black 
or hispanic. But again it's 
because our lighter-skinned 
brothers and sisters are work- 
ing it. It's up to us to get 
people in our community 
involved. It's hard, I know, 
but even one extra person is 
better than none. 


I am hispanic/white, and 
I grew up in Los Angeles. 
Diversity is the way, but it is 
up to us to diversify it. 

Sincerely, 

— Rodney Marco Wade 
Earth First!, 

I was really disgusted to 
read in the Lugnasadh is- 
sue about the eco-execu- 
tives' salaries. For what 
other reason, than to buy 
"stuff," do these people 
have these salaries for? Buy- 
ing "stuff" is the antithesis 
of the environmental 
movement. These hypo- 
crites are repulsive. I 
bet they each own a 
Chevrolet Suburban. 

Signed, 

— Charlie Rykes 

Dear SFB, 

Half artist, half prisoner 
who loves Mother Earth 
would love to hear from like- 
minded people. Am I alone? 

— John Adams #768543 
Rt. 1, Box 150 
Tennessee Colony, TX 75884 



Keep it to 300 Words or Less! 
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AKM6P Wm+ VISIONS 

as* re cirr glass s jjst re wwghwos 



drowning "en masse" 

her waves 

salty tears acidic 


pleas/whalesorw echot^hrough 




, 

the deep 
— Abgna Songbird 


ton spawns 




Gome apple s 
with time, ge< 
clicking like s 


peat, 

(down, 


Killing. fh& 

beluga beach near the St. Lawrence 
like melting 
polar ice caps 

rotten pond lilies regurgitated by 
the sea 

humpbacks rest on 
Stinson Beach 
purple-black 
like discarded 
eggplant husks 

the recordkeepers 


the elders 
our grandmothenfcs$%Pj 
are being shot, 

"beaching" on Cri 
at James's Bay 
and near S^iftiegis, 
protectin 
protesting 
hydro da: 
hear the 
of coastal 


the record* 

you blame 
salmon whic 
not returned 
spawn 

you said traditioff. 
was murder 
while 

aluminum choked foaters’^rced 
salmon downstream 
in a toxic fog 
to find 

other places to 
breed 

the sea's blood is curdled 
with inky stains 
what matter of octopus 
is this 

secreting poisons which 
choke and destroy 
all of life 

rather than as protection 

from enemies, used in doctoring and healing 

such a cruel mimicry 


must this obscene spill 
of humpback, 
manatee 
beluga 

sacred recordkeepers 
of all our history 
most precious cargo 
continue 

until the sea raises her girth 
swallowing cities 


their gil|,€)rj 
ves reealfee 
rential silt, 

er arrows pelting down 
mykiss, swells to the call. 

like a candle, shaking loose 
rm tpe event's embers, 
full flame from cheek to stomach 
arid the willow corridor trembles in one body, 
blowing through water, through her hundred eggs: 
their olive oil light, their pebble eyes — 

Each alder leaf, buckeye whispering 
of the long, gold thread of smell 
the young will swallow next spring 
recalling her, turning her body 
into a thousand mile journey 
back to salt water. 

— Maya Khosla 


Sond poe-ins to: Warrior Foet$ S oedot^j, FD6 lA i S01 l Foorfazlo^ OA 9^12- 
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Ode fvom a Waterfowl 
-Mallard- 


Mallard — Mallard — 

Mallard! Mallard! Mallard! Mallard! 


Our end's getting near 
selenium deposits 
percolating with the irrigation 
valley’s getting like a cesspool 
with death ghouls! 

American front— main brunt— every year 

33.000 acres prime, prairie wetlands drained 
filled in, plowed up for other kinds of grain 
and all around the nation — every year 

458.000 acres cleared for your crops. 

Why you pay farmers not to grow your crops! 
Stuff that in your craw— go and eat crow! 
Whoaaa — just a figure of speech. 

I'm not here to preach 
I like to hear them screech! 

But keep killing off each other 
or get the facts— write your act 
control birth and live with the Earth 
leave alone my sisters and my brothers 
fathers and mothers 
we like to keep our shiny warm feathers 
live in our homes 
nourish healthy bones— 


Before I make my highway 

going out the flyway 

I'm flapping— quacking real hard 

trying to be a bard 

so pay attention to me 

or you might lose me 

maybe even shoot me 

but listen real close 

be very still — 

Hear my singing wings 

beating up and down the valley rivers 

skimming on the coastal waterways 

shadows in the moonlight 

in the sunlight 

whirling all around each other 
shiny feathers 

splashing out across the marshy wetlands— 


Mallard— Mallard- 

Mallard! Mallard! Mallard! Mallard! 


But If you still gotta shoot to kill 

pluck out my quills r 

propose us a bill 

I'm quacking out the facts 

but You write our acts! 

Since pre-colonial 1600 ,' s ". ."'V * 

half of 220 million acres of our wetlands lost 
but you wanted to grow 
since you're the boss 
ducks gotta go— 

Did you know where— or care? 

Good God 

is that genocide's shadow on your side? 
California 1820— land ofplenty ‘ 

S milium acres ftpbng wildflower meadows 
all across the marshy valley 


Mallard— Mallard- 

Mallard! Mallard! Mallard! Mallard! 


Hey, I’m quacking too long 
appreciate you listening to my song 
but my throat's getting hoarse 
I got to set my coarse 
with my honey hen. 

Spring's in our mood 
and we want to come again 
work on our brood 
down in the. valley bayou . 

She's about due. 

Says we gotta go 

keep a tight time clock 

to catch up with the flock 

and I'm moving too slow 

leaving this quiet, glassy water way 

quacking— splashing— flapping 

cross the river waves 

back to where we come from 

arctic tundra — northern lake lands. 

Listen to our singing wings 

flying low over misty river rapids in the morning sun 
rising from the marshy wetlands 
silver cloud— beating wings— 


:s and willows 


rice is the grain— grown for your gain 
but you're saving us to kill us for a game 
reserves aren't the same 
as the wetland Wilderness- 


Mallard— Mallard- 

Mallard! Mallard! Mallard! Mallard! 


Mallard — Mallard 


—Chris Olander 


fo fho avfhori 
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In the Face of Freedom, the Fight for Justice Continues 

Rodolfo Montiel and Teodoro Cabrera Released from Prison 


"When someone kills many people, he is guilty of genocide. 
Someone who kills a lot of trees is guilty of ecocide. When I see 
a tree cut down, it wounds me inside. " 

— Rodolfo Montiel Flores 

In a seemingly sudden move by Mexican President Vicente 
Fox, Mexican environmental activists Rodolfo Montiel Flores 
and Teodoro Cabrera Garcia were released from prison on 
November 8. The terms of their release are not yet fully 
known, and Fox stopped short of describing the Earth defend- 
ers as innocent. Still, human rights activists and environmen- 
talists around the world celebrated their freedom. 

Fox claims that his interest in their case arose on Decem- 
ber 1, 2000, in response to numerous requests by Mexican 
and international human rights organizations. 

This story began in 1995, when logging giant Boise 
Cascade signed a five-year deal and started operations in the 
southern state of Guerrero, Mexico. According to Montiel, 
"We didn't know the name of the company back then, but 
whoever was behind it, they were taking everything: old 
trees, new trees, dead trees, live trees. If they had a permit for 
six thousand cubic meters, they'd take ten thousand." 

Hillsides began eroding, while streams and springs began 
drying up. "By 1997, there was nothing but garbage and 


plastic in the riverbed," says Montiel. "Everyone knew it 
was the fault of the logging." 

Later that year, Montiel and other local campesinos 
formed the Organization of Campesino Environmentalists 
of the Sierra de Petatlan and Coyuca de Catalan. Sick of 
watching the forest being hauled away by the truckload, 
they educated others about the effects of uncontrolled 
logging and wrote letters to the government. When their 
letters went unanswered, they set up road blockades and 
turned back the logging trucks. 

As the climate intensified between environmentalists, 
government officials, Boise Cascade and the local landown- 
ers, the Mexican army used intimidation to track down the 
leaders, threatening innocent townspeople with murder or 
torture if they refused to give information on the where- 
abouts of Montiel and the others. After months of hiding in 
the mountains, Montiel and Cabrera were arrested on May 
2, 1999. Hardwood logging resumed almost immediately. 

Following their arrest, they were beaten, tortured and 
forced to confess to drug and weapons-related charges. On 
August 28, 2000, Montiel and Cabrera were convicted and 
sentenced to six-year and ten-year jail terms respectively. 
An appeal was later denied. 

Montiel and Cabrera were arbitrarily deprived of their 
freedom for two years and five months as a consequence 
of their detention. They were held incommunicado, tor- 
tured and suffered violations of due process and judicial 
protection laws. 

Now free, Montiel and Cabrera have said that they intend 
to carry on environmental work with the Organization of 
Campesino Environmentalists, the same work which led to 

their detention. 

Their case is not an 
isolated situation, 
as environmental ac- 
tivists both in the 
area and throughout 
1 Mexico face a danger- 
| ous future defending 
| the Earth, their land 
•§ and their rights. 

The fight to obtain 
| justice will not end at 
J the prison gates. Ac- 
! cording to Amnesty In- 
ternational, "Only by 
securing justice for 
Montiel and Cabrera 
will it be possible to as- 
sist in dismantling the 
culture of impunity 
that exists in Mexico 
and to make sure that 
similar cases do not 
occur in the future." 



Cabrera's release, "Their state of health 

- -1 of the acis of torture that were committed against 


ectconse, would be to accord due compensation for 

cordingly those responsible for these events, 
and of the campesino ecologists, which national and 

is that they be absolved, that they are fully compensated^for damages caused to them, the 

Mexican state so that acts such as those committed against Rodolfo and Teodoro are not 
committed again." 
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Solidarity Means Informed Critique 

a Response to Cockburn and St.Clair 


by Patrick Reinsborough 

The EF! Journal inadvertently printed 
a version of a Counterpunch article that 
contained some blatant misinformation 
about Rainforest Action Network (RAN) 
and our involvement with the World 
Bank/IMF protests. The article was writ- 
ten in the week after September 1 1 and 
was widely circulated among different 
groups and activists organizing to pro- 
test the Bank meetings. The article's 
misinformation and cynical tone dam- 
aged the organizing of a number of 
people and groups. Valuable time that 
should have been spent strengthening 
our movements was spent reassuring 
allies, rebuilding alliances and correct- 
ing false and divisive information. I'm 
writing this response not only to clarify 
the issue but more importantly to ad- 
dress basic parameters of collaborative 
interaction. Our movements must en- 
gage in effective self-critique. But we 
must do so based on accurate informa- 
tion and in a constructive manner that 
is not subject to exploitation by the very 
forces we work to change. 

The article entitled "America's Greens 
Rally to the Flag and Run for Cover" 
states, "The Rainforest Action Network, 
based in San Francisco, has called for 
the cancellation of the protest and said 
that in the event it goes forward it will 
not participate." When the article was 
written on September 14, RAN's only 
public statement on the matter did not 
address withdrawal. Organizationally 
as an endorser of the Mobilization for 
Global Justice, RAN was awaiting the 
decision of the DC spokescouncil (Sep- 
tember 15) before making any deci- 
sions. Originally, I took this to be merely 
an unfortunate example of bad jour- 
nalism. However, as I dug a little deeper 
I found a more interesting story that 
has lessons for us all. 

Counterpunch's later version of the 
article claimed that they had received 
calls from disgruntled RAN staffers 
complaining about the lack of spine in 
the leadership. Because RAN has a small 
staff and the fact that the complaints 
that Counterpunch allegedly received 
didn't reflect RAN's actual decisions, 
it was easy to establish that nobody 
from RAN had made these calls. Put in 


the context of the ongoing attacks 
against RAN, such as the Wise Use 
movement's efforts to revoke RAN's 
tax exempt status and a related media 
campaign designed to label RAN as 
“ecoterrorists" (see EF!J August-Sep- 
tember 2001) , this incident raises some 
interesting questions. 

Spreading the rumor that RAN had 
called for the cancellation of the pro- 
tests just days before the critical 
spokescouncil was to decide these issues 
was a very strategic 
_ way to cast 
doubt 



coalition alliances. Perhaps this was a 
coincidence, perhaps not. The readers 
of the Journal hopefully need no lessons 
on the mechanics of COINTELPRO and 
other efforts to derail social movements 
by exacerbating existing tensions. I've 
gotten no response from Cockburn and 
St. Clair about their safeguards against 
spreading divisive misinformation. 
However I think it's worth all of our 
reflecting on how we can ensure that 
our communications, critiques and or- 
ganizing are building stronger move- 
ments without compromising our analy- 
sis or ability to fight for the Earth. 

Strong movements are diverse. In 
order to ensure that our div< rs i ty is a 
strength rather than a fault line to be 
exploited by our enemies, 1 think we 


need to follow some of the basic 
rules of intelligent radicalism and 
movement solidarity. This means 
losing the blanket categories (like 
"all NGOs") and resisting the temp- 
tation to spread rumors and gossip. 
This means not expressing uninformed 
critique. Now please don't get me 
wrong. Critique is essential as long 
as it is based on accurate informa- 
tion. A basic rule of activist critiques 
should be to confirm the facts with 
those involved before passing judg- 
ment and certainly before publiciz- 
ing that Judgment. 

I dontf agree with Cockburn and St. 
Clair's critiques lumping groups like the 
International Rivers Network and the 
Ruckus Society with the "avoid-contro- 
versy" stance taken by the Sierra Club. 
To cio so is, in my opinion, politically 
ifflive and represents an armchair 
organizer' s viewpoint that is out of touch 
with the on-the-ground realities of pub- 
lic campaigning and movement build- 
111 ; However, at least these critiques 
were based on accurate information. 
Publicizing rumors, inaccuracy or gen- 
eralizations as they did in the case of 
RAN merely catalyzes destructive and 
divisive conversations that waste time 
alld challenge the precious trust that 
hblds movements together. 

. ; ’ We all know that many sinister forces 
are attempting to disrupt movement 
building at this critical time. The anti- 
capitalist/anti-corporate movement is 
particularly vulnerable because it is so 
new, with great ideological diversity 
and few unifying institutions or com- 
mon experiences. This means we all 
have to be extra vigilant about how we 
build, and more importantly main- 
tain, our alliances. Informed construc- 
tive critique will only make us stron- 
ger, while shit talking and rumor mon- 
gering only serve our opponents. Let's 
leave the spreading of misinformation 
tp the wingnuts and infiltrators and 
instead focus our energies on reveal- 
ing the truth about this pathological 
system and the movements we are 
building to transform it. 

Tolearn about RAN campaigns, visit 
www.ran.org. 

Patrick Reinsborough is the organizing 
director fobihe Rainforest Action Network. 
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A Teste-monial~ 


by Tabitha Vas Deferens 

There are two positive direct actions that a man with 
breeder potential can make for the Earth and its 
inhabitants. He can raise a healthy, happy Earth- 
loving child low on the consumption chain, or he 
can sign up for the procedure affectionately known 
as "Snip and Tie." Although a vasectomy is infi- 
nitely less complex than nurturing children to 
adulthood and beyond, it is a commitment of its 
own. Many appreciative womyn would 
call this act a modern ritual of man- 
hood. It is a gift to a relationship where 
you already have children or where 
having children of one's own is not of 
interest for personal or political rea- 
sons. Compared to the hysterectomy 
method for womyn, the snip and tie is 
a less invasive health risk and can be 
done as a do-it-yourself procedure us- 
ing appropriate technology. There are 
many insurance plans, sometimes 
state sponsored, that will provide the 
procedure for free or for a co-pay- 
ment as low as five dollars. 

Although there are variations, a 
vasectomy is relatively straight for- 
ward. It is a safe, simple and quick 
surgical procedure and can be done in 
a clinic, office or home with proper infection 
prevention procedures. Sometimes the medical 
establishment makes it hard for men in their 20s to get the 
procedure done. They figure not wanting to breed is an 
act of temporary insanity that will be relieved in time. 
Little do they know, many men with vasectomies are 
actively participating in other children's lives by provid- 
ing additional support to families and single moms. A 
vasectomy is not castration and does not effect the testes, 
nor sexual ability. In some ways, it enhances one's sexual 
life, when the fear of unplanned pregnancy is not a 
specter hovering in the shadows. Unfortunately, sexually 
transmitted diseases still lurk in the alleyway so there are 
still precautions to take. 

To perform a bilateral vasectomy a small scalpel cut is 
made in the man's scrotum (the sac of skin that holds the 
testicles). The vas deferens are pulled out and clamped on 
the outside of where the next cut will be made. After the 
cut has been made, the ends are then cauterized and tied 
off with surgical stainless steel. One end of the newly cut 
vas deferens is then temporarily sewn to some tissue at 
the back of the scrotum to prevent the possibility of the 
two ends reuniting before they have fully healed. The cut 
in the scrotum is then sewn up. The same procedure is 
performed on the other testicle. Essentially, this keeps the 
sperm out of the semen. The man can have erections and 
ejaculate semen, while his sperm no longer makes a 
womyn pregnant. If you change your mind in the future, 
a bilateral vasectomy is considered to have a higher 
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reversal rate than a mid-line procedure, ask your doctor 
about the options available. In general, folks suggest 
that you should approach the decision to have a 
vasectomy as a permanent one. 

The vasectomy has been found to be very effective 
as birth control. In one study, only one man out of 700 
was still fertile after the procedure. It is even more 
effective when correctly used. Correct use means 
using condoms or another family planning method 

consistently for the first 
20 ejaculations or for 
three months after the 
procedure, whichever 
comes first. The minor \ 
short-term complications ' 
of surgery can be sensitivity ' 
and discomfort in the groin 
and a slight feeling of 
lightheadedness. More uncommon 
complications include bleeding, in- 
fection at the incision site or blood 
clots in the scrotum. So it's worth it 
to keep those genitals clean for at 
least two weeks after the procedure. 
The majority of men I know with vasecto- 
mies have had an easy procedure and full 
recovery. One went to a punk show the same 
night, while others have not been able to ride their 
bikes for a few days. The vasectomy is currently stigma- 
tized in common culture as being a slam against virility, 
but if you ever speak to the partner of a man with a 
vasectomy, she'll probably smile to herself and tell you 
it's just not true. For more information before you make 
this important decision, visit www. vasectomy- 
information. com/index.asp and www.vhemt.org. TheEF! 
Journal is currently offering a half price discount on Thank 
You For Not Breeding stickers. 

Pm&tfmbjiJte Cj.rdcJgri« 

5 4 & A 

I went to see rabbi, got dissed by his advice 

$ A A 

I want an operation, I will not fathcrize 
Chorus: 

6 6 t? 

Operation, operation— snip and tie, snip and tie 
£ O 6 

Operation, operation — snip and tie. snip and tie 

They sent me to a preacher, a really thoughtful guy 
Lie said my idea’s crazy, I should not even try 

Chorus 

But I’ve. just seen the surgeon, and with a knife he cut 
1 cannot father children, this world is such a rush 

Chorus 

1 had an operation, a statement of our times 

They tied my halls together, what’s inside is not alive 






Build a Bird Blind 

You'll need: 

•A big cardboard box 
•A box knife 
•An adult to help you 
Open up a big cardboard box so 
it lays flat. Cut off the top, bottom 
and one of the longer sides of the 
box. You should now have one 
flat side wall and a support wall 
on either side, so that it stands up 
on its own. Now draw a small 
window slit in the main wall at 
your eye level. Cut out the win- 
dow slit and there you have a 
recyclable bird blind. Dress up in 
your warmest clothes and sit qui- 
etly behind your bird blind to 
watch the birds feeding at the bird 
feeder or trees and bushes with 






Hey kidz of all ages! We've seen you at the basecamps and protests 
showing us what it is all about. We are dedicating this page to you 
'cuz you are an important part of this movement 

Prank Cad Action 

Here's a free long distance call you can make from 
the school payphone on lunch break or recess. Oneida 
Victor, Inc. is one of the world's largest manufacturers of cruel leg-hold traps. 
Hunters leave them out to trap wild animals. The animal wriggles in pain as 
their arms or legs are cut leaving them to bleed to death. Call (877) 688-7277. 
You can tell them what you think or just keep calling and leave the phone off 
the hook, so it costs them money. You can also jam up their answering machine 
with messages. Fun for the whole family! Or write to them at Oneida Victor, 
Inc., 1068 E. 134th St., Cleveland, OH 44110. 


Color in Snowshoe Hare Maze 



The life of the snowshoe hare is a very dangerous one because 
it has to be careful to avoid predators. Try to get the hare safely 
to its home at the bottom right corner of this picture — and 
watch out for those sharp teeth and claws. 
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BY GROMMY 

Greetings from Cascadia! Resis- 
tance to save the forests of Cascadia 
has been strong during the 2001 log- 
ging season. Several direct action 
campaigns — like Fall Creek and 
Winberry — have been continuing 
and several new efforts sprung up 
during the course of the summer. 
Many dedicated in- 
dividuals devoted 
their summer to sav- 
ing the temperate 
rainforests here in 
the Pacific North- 
west. We came from 
all points of the 
globe to converge in 
the Cascade Moun- 
tains, where some of 
the last of the old- 
growth forests re- 
main. We combine 
timber sale monitor- 
ing, communication 
with other environ- 
mental groups, law- 
suits against government agencies 
and direct action campaigns to cre- 
ate hope for threatened ecosystems. 
Here is a brief update. 

More than half of the Clark Timber 
Sale, site of the Fall Creek treesit, as well 
as additional acreage outside of the sale 
area is now off limits to logging! This 
September, the Forest Service released a 
"Changed Circumstances" report 
which created habitat areas, a.k.a. buff- 
ers, for the red tree vole. This is an 
acknowledgment that a diligent com- 
bination of direct action, community 
organizing, citizen survey efforts and 
paperwrenching can work to protect 
forests. Unfortunately, approximately 
40 percent of this amazing ancient 
forest still remains under threat, and 
the contract between Zip-O Mills (the 
purchaser) and the Forest Service has 
not yet been modified — so there's still 
much to do! Since the report came out, 
we have found more nests in the re- 
maining unprotected areas. At this 
point, we are hopeful that we can get 
the entire sale canceled, but we need 
lots of help to really make it happen. 
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The Slap Timber Sale, about an hour 
from Eugene, Oregon, was the site of 
the first new treesit — placed about 
175 feet up in an old-growth Douglas 
fir. Activists promptly started a sur- 
vey effort for red tree vole nests. The 
Forest Service's surveys had only 
found a few, but we found 16. Data 
was verified and should result in buff- 
ers being set up and a lot of happy tree 


voles! The theme of the action was 
"Slap Back!" Everyone who worked 
on the Slap campaign got along real 
well, learned about the forest and had 
a great time while helping to save this 
high elevation old growth. Another 
goal of the action was to give womyn 
involved in the tree campaigns an 
opportunity to build a treesit with 
minimal assistance from men, which 
they did. It 
turned out to be 
one of the most 
solid ever, and 
lovely white but- 
terflies flew all 
around it for 
weeks. When the 
first Forest Ser- 
vice law enforce- 
ment officer 
showed up, all 
she could say was 
"nice platform!" 

Another action 
took place in unit 
14 of the East 
Devil Timber 


Sale. This is near the site of the 1995- 
'96 Warner Creek blockade. Old 
growth, waterfalls, lots of wildlife, 
lakes and Native cultural sites made 
for an incredible setting. East 
Devil, however, is a lousy setting for 
another Roseburg Forest Products re- 
placement volume sale. A treesit was 
constructed 150 feet up in the middle 
of the unit as immediate protection 
against chainsaws, and our 
crew commenced searching for 
tree vole nests. Nests were 
found in two units and the 
survey effort continues. The 
theme of this campaign is "Save 
the devil!" 

Last summer was very busy 
in Cascadia, and we think a 
productive one to boot. We 
■§. have been training activists 
I from other groups in our sur- 
* vey methods and continuing 
to teach others to safely climb 
1 trees. We encourage people to 
make sure they have received 
proper training and develop 
their skills over time to ensure 
their safety. Donations of gear or 
money to buy these items really help 
us to continue to defend the forest. If 
you want to learn more, contact 
Cascadia Forest Defenders/Oregon 
Forest Research and Education Group, 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 
684-8977. Or just write and tell us 
you give a shit — this means more than 
anything! Peace, love and anarchy! 



Old-growth Douglas fir, Clark Timber Sale, Oregon 



Fall Creek treesit, Clark Timber Sale, Willamette National Forest, Oregon 


photo by James Johnston 





HowCaSCadianS Made S6M Work continued anotherchance.FromwhatIcangather 

from talking with various lawyers, 
paperwrenchers and USFS officials, it 
seems S&M will work for as long as it 
works. Most people seem to think that 
the buffer/habitat areas that are suc- 
cessfully created will not be reversed, 
unless a species is completely dropped 
from the S&M list. 

Many species have already been 
dropped, though others are harder 
to drop completely because of le- 
galities. Many predict that regard- 
less of what we do, the USFS will try 
to get rid of the whole S&M deal and 
|l this strategy will become obsolete. 
So, the majority opinion is to make 
S&M work for a forest near you, 
while the time is right! 

As the old forest defense adage 
goes, "Victories are temporary and 
losses are permanent." Even so, it 
The critter that's stopping timber sales, the red tree vole seems worth a shot to try and get the 


continued from page 4 
The USFS hates it every time we 
show up at their door with a new 
sample. Each new sample found costs 
them money and slows them down. 
Similar to many direct action tactics, 


climbers to verify our findings. We 
don't know the effect this process 
has on the voles, but it seems a better 
option than clearcutting. We would 
rather not do this and wish the USFS 
would protect the forest for its own 


most out of this while we can, espe- 
cially if you're the type who likes 
taking long, purposeful hikes or 
climbing amazing old Douglas fir 
trees, rather than sitting in a meet- 
ing or in front of a computer screen. 
As Cascadian forest defender A1 


climbing huge trees to look for RTVs 
is a potentially dangerous, yet fun 
activity, and as such people are put- 
ting their lives on the line to protect 
forests. Many of the Oregon treesits 


sake — and not have the sick need to 
dissect and categorize every part of 
the forest. For now, I add it to the list 
of hypocrisies. 

So far, some timber sales have been 


Rubra commented recently, "It's a 
good way to learn the rare species of 
Cascadia, and for now it's one tool 
to stop or slow timber sales in the 
short term. I don't have much faith 


now function as upper canopy re- canceled, all or in part because of the in the Forest Service or in S&M in 
search stations as well as frontline presence of the RTV and other S&M the long run. But for now, it seems 


defense, illustrating a good example 
of how direct action and legal strat- 
egies can work together. This has 
also been a great outreach opportu- 
nity, with experienced climbers and 
researchers, as well as the usual sus- 
pects, coming out of the woodwork 
to help out. 

Resin ducts, the technical name 
for an RTV's leftover lunch, are the 
telltale sign that a nest is in fact an 
RTV nest and not some other critter's. 
What we do is climb a tree, locate a 
nest, take a small sample (not the 
whole nest) mainly consisting of 
resin ducts and fecal material, mark 
the tree with flagging, draw a rough 
map so we can get back there and 
drop the sample off at the nearest 
USFS office. The next step is to bring 
a USFS biologist out to the tree that 
has the nest in it so they can map it 
on their computer. Then the USFS 
sends out one of their own contract 


species, in combination with direct 
action and education efforts. In Or- 
egon, some of these sales include: 
Helldun, Harry Thomas, more than 
half of Clark, portions of Slap, Straw 
Devil and East Devil, as well as six 
sales on Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment land. Many more sales are sit- 
ting on USFS desks awaiting final 
modifications or cancellation. Fur- 
thermore, hundreds of sales have 
been held up because of S&M, tying 
up the USFS bureaucracy in their 
own red tape. 

Will any cancellations or modifica- 
tions be permanent? Will the Forest 
Service recreate these sales under differ- 
ent names in the future? Will they can- 
cel or reverse buffers if S&M ends up 
getting gutted? Predicting the perma- 
nence of any protections gained from 
S&M is mainly an educated guess, how- 
ever if we can get some timber sales 
canceled along the way, the forests get 


to be working, and it's a great way to 
sway public opinion." 

Folks in Cascadia have gained a lot 
of experience in surveying for RTVs, 
especially in and around the Fall 
Creek, Winberry and Slap treesits, 
which seem to be hot spots for RTVs. 
Cascadians are raring to share their 
ideas and experience. Many work- 
shops have taken place all around 
the Pacific Northwest. If you'd like to 
set up an RTV survey training or to 
get involved with treesitting and/or 
support work, contact Cascadia For- 
est Defenders/Oregon Forest Research 
and Education Group, POB 11122, 
Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 684-8977. 

If you'd like to set up a lichen and 
moss survey training or receive a 
zine about easy-to-identify S&M spe- 
cies, contact Cascadia Defense Net- 
work, POB 11426, Olympia, WA 
98508; wildcascadia@yahoo.com. 
Donations are always welcome! 
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★ Police State News ★ 


continued from page 6 
Stressing that a military commis- 
sion was the most appropriate place 
to put terrorists on trial, Attorney 
General John Ashcroft said, "Foreign 
terrorists who commit war crimes 
against the United States in my judg- 
ment are not entitled to and do not 
deserve the protections of the Ameri- 
can Constitution." 

Big Brother is Listening 

Another frightening devel- 
opment in the "War on Ter- 
ror" appeared in the Federal 
Register on October 31 amid 
changes to rules governing 
the Bureau of Prisons. It is 
now legal for the government 
to listen in on conversations 
between prison inmates and 
their legal counsel. 

The new regulation removes 
all judicial review from eaves- 
dropping, allowing the gov- 
ernment to listen in anytime 
John Ashcroft believes there 
exists "reasonable suspicion" 
that a conversation between 
an inmate and counsel has 
any connection to "terrorist 
activity." Murphy says that 
this would "discourage in- 
mates from having full and 
open conversations with their 
own defense attorneys about 
the facts of the case, informa- 
tion which is a prerequisite 
for good legal advice.” 

The Department of Justice claims it 
protects inmates' Sixth Amendment 
right to assistance of counsel in this new 
rule by establishing a "firewall" within 
the department to prevent prosecutors 
from getting ahold of privileged infor- 
mation, but who can trust that? 

When Questioning Just 
Doesn't Work 

Perhaps the most terrifying aspect 
of the new "homeland security" state 
is the consideration in official circles 
of legalizing torture to obtain infor- 
mation from suspected terrorists who 
refuse to talk. 

An October 28 article in the Wash- 
ington Post began, "FBI and Justice De- 
partment investigators are increasingly 
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frustrated by the silence of jailed sus- 
pected associates of Osama bin Laden's 
al Qaeda network, and some are begin- 
ning to say that traditional civil liber- 
ties may have to be cast aside if they are 
to extract information about the Sep- 
tember 11 attacks and terrorist plans." 

FBI interrogators have tried all the 
legal methods of extracting informa- 
tion — such as promises of shorter sen- 
tences, money, jobs and new lives in 


the witness protection program — from 
the four main suspects in the Septem- 
ber 11 attacks to no avail. The Post 
article quotes an FBI agent involved in 
the interrogation: "It could get to that 
spot where we could go to pressure... 
where we won't have a choice, and we 
are probably getting there." 

Options being weighed include 
"truth" drugs, pressure tactics includ- 
ing physical or psychological torture 
and extraditing the suspects to coun- 
tries, such as France or Morocco, 
whose security forces routinely em- 
ploy threats to family members or 
resort to torture. 

So far in the US, evidence extracted 
using physical pressure or torture is in- 
admissible in court, and interrogators 


can face criminal charges for employing 
these methods. However, investigators 
suggest that the time might soon come 
when a truth serum, such as sodium 
pentothal, would be deemed an accept- 
able tool for interrogators. 

Of course if the FBI feels hampered 
by human rights laws, there's no real 
need to subcontract out torture to 
other countries. In practice, the US 
has never been a stranger to using 
tortures of various sorts in its interro- 
gation rooms and prisons. Remember 
Abner Louima, the immigrant who 
was "interviewed" by police who com- 
mitted unspeakable acts on 
him with a toilet plunger? 

Among the various meth- 
ods that have been illegally 
employed by police and 
prison guards in the US are 
electroshock (often to the 
genitals — a method taught 
by the CIA), oxygen depriva- 
tion, hanging on hooks, beat- 
ings on the testicles or soles 
of the feet and sexual as- 
sault. Some prisoners receive 
50-thousand-volt shocks 
from stun guns or are thrown 
into "secure housing units" 
where they are kept in soli- 
tary confinement in tiny 
concrete cells for years. 

There is no shortage of US 
"allies" whose security forces 
have been schooled by the 
CIA in methods gleaned from 
Nazi interrogators. And now 
with the CIA free to operate 
domestically in the "War on 
Terror," how long will it be 
before investigators grow 
weary of activists who refuse to talk 
about incidents of economic sabo- 
tage — actions that were dubbed 
"ecoterrorism" long before the attacks 
of September 1 1 shattered the nation's 
false sense of security? 

Stay tuned to the Earth First! Journal 
for more terrifying news of the grow- 
ing police state. Hail to the Republic! 

"If this were a dictatorship, 
it'd be a heck of a lot easier, just 
as long as I'm the dictator. " 

— George W. Bush, on CNN on 

HIS FIRST TRIP TO WASHINGTON, 
DC, AS PRESIDENT-ELECT, 

December 18, 2000 



‘“We Better /(eep that itt a safe p face” 



After the Fall : Analysis of the 

Events of September 11 


by Double Agents Osama Bin Bush 
and George W. Laden, CrimethInc 
Ex-Workers Collective Revolu- 
tionary Task Force on Terrorism 

We are not soothsayers. But here is 
some advice: 

Don't panic. Most of us don't need to 
run to the hills just yet. Remember that 
paralysis — a state of powerlessness or 
incapacity to act — is generally the least 
effectual reaction to threatening 
stimuli. Doubtless the road will be- 
come more difficult, but don't 
blow this out of proportion. You 
will see that many things have 
not changed. Do not contribute 
to the demoralizing hysteria that 
is understandably running amok 
amongst us. 

This unexpected develop- 
ment has thrown most of us for 
a loop — to say the least — but we 
need to accustom ourselves to 
the fact that the times have 
changed somewhat. We need 
to realign ourselves to this new 
situation, and we need to do it 
quickly — or we risk becoming 
irrelevant as all of the ground 
we have won recently is lost. 

Stay up on what's going on 
but don't watch the television. 

It immobilizes you, to say the 
least, and it is designed to scare 
you and make you feel isolated. 

Go outside. Talk to people. Fig- 
ure out the mood on the street. 

Try to casually slip in your analy- 
sis of the situation in conversa- 
tion with random people. There 
are thousands, if not millions, 
of people who are looking for answers 
who distrust the government and the 
media implicitly. Find them. Make 
plans. We are not alone. Revolutionar- 
ies are hiding around every corner in 
your town. 

This is not going to blow over. We 
cannot afford to lose momentum, it 
may be much harder to regain it in the 
near future. Right now is the best op- 
portunity we will have to move, not 
after this madness has been given more 
time to develop. This is urgent. Every- 
thing is at stake. At this point, we're 
fighting for our lives — and more im- 


portantly, for everything that makes 
them worth living. 

None of the conditions that have 
motivated our activity have changed in 
character. To renege on our attempts to 
bring the empire down from the inside 
would sabotage any such attempts to do 
so from the outside, because at this 
point it is this empire which ultimately 
enforces the entire world order. Such 
spineless behavior on the part of Ameri- 
can revolutionaries would reveal an 
immense amount of arrogance and privi- 


lege, since most of the world does not 
have that option. 

The smoke has cleared, and the stakes 
have been raised. Our resistance was 
becoming comical and scripted. Our 
actions were repackaged and sold to us 
as harmless videos, with ritualized, 
predictable and no longer dangerous 
roles such as "The Black Bloc," "The 
Direct Action Protesters with a Three 
Letter Acronym," "Puppetistas" (a 
group engaged in valiant art but pos- 
sessing a name absurd to the Zapatistas 
and Sandinistas who actually died 
participating in armed rebellion rather 


than providing the papier-mache back- 
drop) and so on. Hopefully, now that 
these roles will no longer be as safe, we 
will be willing to abandon them, 
change our masks and charge head- 
long into the future. 

If Their Explosion is 
Their Message 

The explosions on September 1 1 did 
not happen in a social or historical 
vacuum. The Twin Towers were a nerve 
center of a global economic arrange- 
ment in which a very great many of 
the world's people are impoverished 
and dispossessed. The Pentagon is a 
nerve center of the military might that 
is capitalism’s ultimate guaran- 
tor and possibly the world's most 
potent symbol of that might. The 
hijackings are the fairly predict- 
able result of this government's 
particularly foul and odious be- 
havior in the Middle East, which 
has caused untold suffering, sor- 
row, starvation and humiliation. 


What is Our Message? 

The climate has changed after 
September 11, but the instincts 
and desires that fuel us have not. 
We cannot forget what we are 
trying to do with our lives. De- 
stroy what must be destroyed, 
and create what must be created, 
by any means necessary. 

H We must realize that people 
| are legitimately terrified and an- 
S- gry. They know that they are in 
ty danger, and this changes what 
^ we can do. Often we have dealt 
3 with problems that could be ig- 
S* nored. Children dying in Iraq 
"* and clearcuts in Northern Cali- 
fornia are relatively easy to avoid 
if you don't happen to live there, 
and no one really knows how to ex- 
plain what the World Trade Organiza- 
tion does anyway. But the attack on 
the World Trade Center made many 
people fear for their safety. They want 
to know why this happened, and they 
want to know what to do about it. 
They are not nearly as sheepish as the 
media pretends or as activists believe. 

We must produce our own analyses 
and our own programs. We need to 
present a course of action that makes 
more sense than worldwide state-spon- 
sored butchery. 

continued on next page 
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When kids start returning in body- 
bags people will be even more sad 
and angry than they are now — and 
their rage will need something to 
focus on. Anarchists should try to 
channel that valid rage against the 
real culprit of the government that 
put the world in this situation to 
begin with, otherwise they will chan- 
nel it back to the government-ap- 
proved targets such as the Afghans, 
Osama bin Laden or even us. 

While we may lack the complete 
control over the corporate media be- 
hemoth to shove our viewpoint 
down the throats of everyone, we 
have the even more potent weapon 
of talking to people while not being 
arrogant pricks about their ideas. 
Many people are already anarchists 
at heart and simply do not know the 
word for their feelings, feel alone or 
lack the heart to stand up. Anar- 
chists must present to people why 
such carnage overseas is murderous 
to everyone everywhere on all sides, 
ruinous to the Earth and that it is 
possible to stop it. Anarchists should 
offer concrete assistance on attempt- 
ing to destabilize the system at home, 
which is inflicting the destruction in 
the first place. We should not expect 
others to read our anarchist papers 
or come to our social events. Instead, 
we can find ways to make ourselves 
relevant to people by propagating 
our ideas in a form that can be un- 
derstood and digested by them. The 
good old toolbox of wheatpasting, 


newspaper wraps and guerrilla the- 
ater are just a few among the many 
tactics we can imagine. Yet the tac- 
tics that have not yet been imag- 
ined — those are the ones that will 
prove vital in the coming days. 

This Moment Despair Ends — 
and Tactics Begin 

Just as "America's New War" will 
operate across borders, so must we. 


We are much more effective if we work 
in concert with others who can do 
things we cannot do. For example, it is 
easier to obtain money, books and 
replicate propaganda in this country 
than it is in Bolivia. Unlike many an- 
archists overseas, we operate in com- 


parative safety, can acquire resources 
quickly, can broadcast struggles over- 
seas to a great many possibly sympa- 
thetic audiences and have relatively 
easy access to the entrails of the war 
machine. We can make the most of 
what we have and attempt to aid our 
sisters and brothers. Revolutionary 
forces such as the Revolutionary As- 
sociation of Women of Afghanistan 
are fighting for their lives against 


both the clerical fascists and US for- 
eign policy, and they are ever in need 
of assistance. 

We should also adapt to the place 
and people we are fighting with, and 
realize that anarchism in Afghani- 
stan will be different than anarchism 



Crusade Against the Wildlife of Afghanistan 


by Crane Heron 



Afghanistan, a landlocked country, was 
once very rich in flora and fauna. In a recent 
report, Save the Environment Afghanistan 
disclosed that the past civil war followed by 
severe drought drastically affected forests 
and wildlife in Afghanistan. In 1983, more 
than 30 percent of the country was forested, 
and in 1989 it was clearcut to approximately 
25 percent. Today, the unrelenting US bomb- 
ing on Afghanistan is playing havoc with 
the biodiversity of this war-devastated coun- 
try. The snow leopard, an indicator of the 
diversity of high-altitudinal habitats, is par- 
ticularly threatened. 

Afghanistan has also been a prime sanctuary 


for a variety of migratory birds. As a result of 
continued air strikes, there will be an esti- 
mated 85 percent decrease in the number of 
migratory birds coming from Siberia and 
Central Asia to Pakistan and India via Af- 
ghanistan. Roughly 90 percent of waterbirds 
enter Pakistan from Afghanistan with Kabul, 
Kandahar and Jalalabad acting as the main 
routes. According to recent reports, the Ajar 
Valley wildlife reserve in central Afghani- 
stan, Band-i-Amir National Park (the only 
breeding place for the greater flamingo in 
Afghanistan) and Lake Hashmat Khan 
southeast of Kabul are in critical condition. 

About 200 species of birds — including 
the Siberian crane, shoveller duck, crested 
poacher and arctic tern — usually stop to 
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US Considers Naming Oregon 
Washington “Rogue States” 


sume col lateral damage." pro- 
claimed a lead editorial in the 
National Review. "But we cannot 
let the people of Portland or Se- 
attle think they can continue to 
harbor these groups without fear 
of retaliation." 

Offidalsin Washington and Or- 
egon say they have "no idea" as to 
the whereabouts of the ELF and 
ALF bombers, but administration 
officials have indicated that they 
are rejecting those claims. 

“These officials know that these 
terrorists are somewhere in their 
territory, and v t simply cannot 
believe tbai they cannot produce 
anyone we believe is living in 
that territory at will," one official 
commented privately. 

In the meantime, t-shirts with 
pictures of "Lake Oregon" and 
"Lake Washington" were sold 
across America today, while pro- 
teste,!-, waving signs saying "Nuke 
Them 'til They Glow" called for 
the absolute destruction of Oregon 
and Washington in order to prop- 
erly "root out" the terrorist cells. A 
guest editorial in the Washington 
Post reluctantly called for the use 
of tactical nuclear weapons to "rid 
the world of evildoers." 


US Congressman George 
Nethercutt of Washington is push- 
ing an ' , anti-terrorisin" bill in Con- 
gress that would increase penalties 
for criminal acts comm itted by "do- 
mestic groups" to a mandatory five 
years in, prison that would turn 
Into a mandatory death penalty' if 
lives were lost in the process. The 
provision would work as an "en- 
hancement" based on the "hate 
crime enhancement," and would 
increase penalties for people who 
commit crimes while being a mem- 
ber of a dissident political group- 
violating the First Amendment 
right to freedom of association. 

Two groups— the Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) and the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF)—' were ex- 
plicitly named as "domestic terror- 
ist organizations" in tire discussion 


But in what is perhaps a more 
important quest m for the people of 
Oregon and Washington, given that 
their states have now been identi- 
fied as harboring known terrorist 
groups, some are wondering if Pen- 
tagon officials will soon be calling 
for an all-out bombing campaign 
against the Pacific Northwest. 

"We have to accept there will be 


iqnistan's wetlands on their arduous mi; 


for American train-hoppers, but just 
as effective and important. If in some 
parts of the world the impulse to- 
ward a dignified and egalitarian ex- 
istence does not self-consciously 
identify itself as Anarchism with a 
capital "A," then let us work with 
whatever segment of the population 
seems most likely to tear down the 
existing local and global hierarchies. 
A cross-pollination of strategies, tac- 
tics, material assistance and general 
activity will aid us all. 

One Solution — Revolution 

We were always for the war, and 
we will always be for the war — and 
our war is not the same as the hate- 
mongering wars of any religious fa- 
natic or any foul government. We 
are for the war which we fight every 
day when we struggle to live and die 
with dignity, in harmony with the 
Earth and each other. Our war is 
being waged by all those who suffer 
under the thumb of this insane world 
order, by all those who realize that 
we have nothing left to lose control 
over — and our own lives to gain. 

In memory of all those who have died 
in any battlefield, in any office com- 
plex, in any nursing home or from 
bombs of any nationality falling from 
the skies. Your deaths are not in vain. 

And in urgent anticipation of the 
day that will come when we can sleep 
under the stars without fear of air- 
planes, bombs, missiles, stock mar- 
kets, governments, civilizations or 
buildings falling down. 


refresh themselves in the wetlands of Afghanistan 
during their roughly 4,000 mile journey to sanctuar- 
ies in India. Although disruption of their migration 
route is expected, even less is known about the long- 
term effects the contaminants of bombing will have 
on these majestic birds. 

Ornithologists fear that chemicals released from 
the bombing could enter the birds' bodies, store in 
their fatty tissue and affect breeding cycles in the 
future. The chemicals could be passed to their eggs 
like the pesticide Aldrin, which has adversely affected 
peregrine falcons in the past. In this case, the egg- 
shells became so thin they were crushed by the 
weight of the mother. If one chemical could have that 
much impact on one species, imagine the devastation 
that could be attributed to many chemicals on a 
diversity of birds. It will not be known until the full 
moon of January when the majority of birds usually 
would have arrived in India how severely they have 
been accosted by America's bombing crusade. 


Arctic terns visit 
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BURNING POPLARS 

A Setback in Opposition to Genetic Engineering 


continued from page 8 

species recovery efforts. This was more like a biodiversity 
facility than a Frankenfoods lab. 

Worse yet, the center is not only a university research and 
educational resource, but it is also a community gathering 
and learning place for gardeners, composters and even 
conservationists. I have given several speeches there over 
the years, and the center once hosted the Ancient Forest 
Rescue Expedition. Isn't this the kind of place that we want 
to support? It fosters community and conservation values 
that are consistent with even the most utopian, anarchistic, 
post-industrial vision. I wonder how this arson attack af- 
fected the opinions of community members who use the 
center on the subject of genetic engineering? 

You might wonder if the 
ELF has sent a follow-up 
communique saying, 

"Oops, sorry." Not. 

ELF spokesman Craig 
Rosebraugh has of course 
offered no opinion on the 
action. Activist Josh 
Harper, quoted in the Se- 
attle Post-Intelligencer, refer- 
enced the above impacts as 
"collateral damage." Better 
activists rightly criticize the 
military for brazen euphe- 
misms like that. 

This ain't a great way to 
win a war, much less friends. You won't see this type of 
tactic advised in Foreman's Ecodefense, Paul Watson's Earth 
Force, Frank Rivers' The Way of the Owl, Musashi's A Book of 
Five Rings or Sun Tzu's The Art of War. For every Boston Tea 
Party and John Brown uprising, there are dozens of 
wannabes who just can't get it right. 

I am not commenting here on whether or not people 
should engage in sabotage. I know this is a matter of strong 
opinions, and that ultimately individuals will reach their 
own decisions based on such factors as how desperate the 
situation is and how tyrannical their oppressors are. I venture 
that almost anyone can envision a scenario in which it would 
be ethical to undertake forms of resistance, and even perhaps 
some situations in which it would be unethical not to do so. 

In the mid 1980s, I was a leader in Washington Earth 
First!. I observed things then that made me question the 
effectiveness of monkeywrenching as a tactic. It is easy to 
teach techniques, such as "put wrench A on bolt B and turn 
counterclockwise.” It is much more difficult to impart the 
insight and wisdom that generates intelligent political 
strategy. In contrast, this ELF action is something one 
would expect from terrorists trained at the US Army's 
School of the Americas. 

Josh Harper told the Seattle Post-Intelligencer that his goal 
is "the complete collapse of industrial civilization." It's easy 


to hold that opinion, and an increasing number of people 
do. But as the poplar hybrid avengers so adeptly demon- 
strated, it is much harder to know how to act constructively 
on this view. Arbitrary attacks lead most likely to strategi- 
cally negative outcomes, not to mention severe grief among 
individuals — often innocent ones. Anyone advancing arbi- 
trary destruction falls closer to the definition of sociopath 
than guerilla warrior or even rebel. 

There are alternatives. Thoughtful and dedicated people 
throughout history have successfully brought about changes 
big and small by carefully choosing and implementing 
strategies that make their message increasingly clear as 
they escalate their challenge against the status quo. Some 
have chosen violent means, others nonviolent means. But 

the highest on the scale of 
repugnance are those who 
have chosen random vio- 
lence and destmction. The 
only reason I can think of 
for adopting a random strat- 
egy is the complete despera- 
tion of a marginal cause. 

Standing up for nature 
is not a marginal cause. 
We have all the popular 
support we could want or 
need, so long as we don't 
alienate that support by 
choosing inappropriate 
tactics and targets. 

I am going to offer this simple axiom for not blowing 
popular support for the protection of nature and wildness: 
The more extreme your tactic of choice, the more responsi- 
bility you have for knowing the culpability and appropriate- 
ness of your target, and for thinking through the human and 
strategic implications of your action. This axiom, which I 
assume all readers wish would be consistently followed by 
the military and police, applies to activists as well. No 
exceptions for youth, enthusiasm, friends to impress, righ- 
teous indignation or any other emotion or cause. 

Responsibility is the key word in that axiom. I think 
that monkeywrenching is supposed to be a reference to 
the tool used, not the intelligence and irresponsibility of 
the user. For my part, I would like to see whoever burned 
the center and the poplar farm put behind bars. They did 
a disservice to forest protection, biodiversity research, 
education, community, the ideal of industrial collapse 
and the notion of individual responsibility that is the 
backstop against tyranny. They probably even set back 
opposition to genetic engineering. 

Mitch Friedman describes himself as one of the first treesitters 
and an organizer of the first civil disobedience actions for spotted 
owls. He also helped nationalize old-growth support through the 
Ancient Forest Rescue Expedition. In 1989, he founded the 
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, which he still directs. 



Firefighters examine the remains of the Poplar Molecular Genetics Cooperative 
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Imprisoned ALF Activist Dies on Hunger Strike 


by Rod Coronado 

It is with great sadness that Earth and animal defenders 
everywhere learned that imprisoned animal liberationist 
Barry Horne died on November 5, after 16 days on hunger 
strike. He was 49 years old with two children. 

In 1997, Barry was sentenced to 18 years in prison for a 
multi-million pound arson campaign against animal abus- 
ers in England. It remains the longest term of imprison- 
ment dealt to an animal rights activist. In February 1999, 
Barry lost his appeal against the conviction. 

Barry gained international attention in 1998 when he 
embarked on a 68-day hunger strike to demand that Prime 
Minister Tony Blair follow through on his promise to estab- 
lish a Royal Commission of inquiry into the use of animals in 
experiments. The hunger strike left him with damage to his 
liver and vision, but prison and state repression never af- 
fected Barry's vision of a better world for animals. 

I began corresponding with Barry in 1998 and found not 
just a comrade in our resistance to ecological and animal 
abuse, but more importantly, a friend. He once wrote, "The 
circle of life did, and does, link us to the Earth and all life 
on it, in the understanding that should we love and 
cherish Mother Earth, then so will Mother Earth love and 
cherish us in return. When we move from that, the link 
grows weaker and our hearts more corrupt. Only in the 
hearts of a few is the circle still strong." 

Barry demonstrated that strength, first by fighting for years 
in England against vivisection, factory farming and blood 
sports and later in life as a warrior with the Animal Liberation 
Front and other direct action groups. Throughout it all, Barry 
carried with him both the. blessing and the curse of those 
consciously aware of the suffering inflicted upon the animal 
world. Like many of us, he fought depression, often winning 
through his strategic use of direct action. 




After his imprisonment, 

Barry became the first animal 
rights prisoner to launch a 
hunger strike. As with hunger 
strikers for other causes of free 
dom, Barry used his prisoner of 
war status to further advance 
the cause of animal lib 
eration, thus dem 
onstrating to his 
opponents and 
allies that the ob- 
ligation of the 
Earth warrior 
does not stop 
in prison. 

Among warriors engaged in the direct action defense of 
Earth and animals, few can humble you as Barry could. 
Instead of angry rhetoric, Barry's letters from prison were 
filled with compassion and a steadfast determination to 
remain committed to his beliefs, despite circumstances that 
would break many of us. 

Following his 1998 hunger strike, Barry wrote about 
death in his last letter to me. "If no one is pleased that you 
are dead then your life has been a failure, but if people are 
pleased you're dead then your life has had meaning and 
been worthwhile. Next time around we will meet my 
brother, as I'm sure it was in the past. May the Goddess be 
with you, blessed be. For the cause, Barry." Rest assured my 
friend, many are celebrating. But the rest of us will remem- 
ber your ultimate sacrifice as you would like us to, not with 
weak words, but with action. See you around, brother. In 
this struggle, some people risk their lives to defend what 
they love. Barry did more than that for the Earth and her 
animal children — he gave his life. 




He used flamboyant tactics like in Illinois and left skunks on the 
putting metal caps on the tops of doorsteps of the executives who 
toxic smokestacks, leaving behind owned them, 
notes signed "the Fox." James "I got tired of watching the smoke 

Phillips, the notorious Fox, died on and the filth," he said in an October 
October 3 from complications of dia- 1970 interview with Time. “ Finally, I 
betes at the age of 70. decided to do something— the courts 

Phillips, who led a double life as a weren't doing anything to these pol- 
mlddle school science teacher and as luters except granting continuance 
an ecological saboteur, never revealed after continuance. " 
that he was the Fox. Many of the Fox's activities were 

The Fox collected nearly 50 illegal, though he eluded capture by 
pounds of sewage that a company local police. A police sergeant told 
had spewed Into Lake Michigan and Newsweek in October 1970, "It's kind 
dumped it in the company's recep- of hard to lift fingerprints from the 
tion room . He plugged sewer outlets inside of a sewer. " 
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All things must come to pass as one 
So hope should never die. 

There is no height or bloody might 
That a free man can't defy. 

There is no source or foreign force 
Can break one man who knows, 
That his free will no thing can kill 
And from that freedom grows. 

— Bobby Sands 


Brazilian Environmental 
Activist Murdered 


Why must capitalist power sink its 
claws here into this wonder of nature? 

— Ademir Federicci 

On August 25, Brazilian environ- 
mentalist Ademir Federicci became the 
seventh leader of regional labor, reli- 
gious and environmental groups to 
have been killed since July. 

A lot of people in Brazil's Amazon 
state of Para wanted Federicci dead, 
and some did not hesitate to say so. 
Not since the murder of Chico Mendes, 
the rubber tappers' advocate, has a 
single death caused such an uproar in 
the Amazon. 

The "official" version of his death 
claims that he was killed after catching 
a thief trying to steal his television in 
the middle of the night. Yet according 
to his widow, Maria da Penha Feu 
Federicci, "The killers didn't even touch 
the television, but went straight into 
our bedroom." 

Federicci had previously received 
death threats from a wealthy logger 
who told him it was time to "buy some 
wood" for his own coffin. The logger 
had been illegally cutting trees on an 
Indian reservation, which Federicci 
had reported to the police. 

At the time of his death, he had 
become a leader in the movement 
against the construction of dams on 
the Xingu River. In addition, Federicci 
denounced corruption in the Superin- 
tendency for the Development of the 
Amazon, a government agency which 
favors wealthy ranching, logging and 
mining interests. He tried to organize 
communities, unions and cooperatives 
to work for the sustainable develop- 
ment of the Trans-Amazon region. 

Remembering her husband, Maria 
explained, "I have never known a 
person with more of a knack for un- 
derstanding complicated things and 
explaining them in a simple fashion. 
He was a fighter for the forest and for 
the rights of the ordinary people in 
this region, and God knows there is 
plenty to fight about." 


Political language is designed to make lies sound truthfitl and murder 
respectable , and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind. 

—George Orwell 

He-r Pe-affi ISAv^ir Nof be. in Vain 


Human Rights Lawyer, Digna Ochoa, Killed in Mexico 

One of Mexico's leading human rights lawyers, Digna Ochoa y Placido, was 
found shot to death in her office on October 19. Ochoa, who had been 
kidnapped twice and had received death threats in the past for defending 
clients, was a well-known role model for all human rights defenders. 

Next to Ochoa, a note was found threatening activists at the Miguel Agustin 
Pro Juarez Human Rights Center where she worked in Mexico City. Her death 
is believed to be linked to a heated battle between loggers and ecologists in the 
western state of Guerrero. 

Ochoa represented Rodolfo Montiel and Teodoro Cabrera, two environmen- 
tal activists from Guerrero who were imprisoned in May 1999 on drug and 
weapons convictions (see page 46). 

Montiel and Cabrera contend that they were arrested for challenging the 
government and private logging interests. After their arrest, they were tortured 
for several days by Mexican soldiers until false confessions were extracted from 
them. Ochoa was an outspoken critic of the military's history of torture, killings 
and disappearances. 

The Inter-American Court of Human Rights issued a resolution urging the 
Mexican government to protect Ochoa in 1999. As she faced increasing threats, 
Ochoa left the human rights center in August 2000 and went to work with the 
Center for Justice and International Law in Washington, DC. 

She returned to Mexico earlier this year and was representing two brothers 
accused of planting bombs that exploded outside a Mexico City bank in August. 
The brothers are suspected members of a small Marxist guerrilla group. 

Human rights organizations worldwide have condemned Ochoa's murder and 
have urged Mexican President Vicente Fox to bring those responsible to justice. 
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The Ins and Outs of Prisoner Support 

continued... 


continued from page 17 
Here comes the tricky part: There 
really is no way to know the effect 
that an action or a communique can 
have on a prisoner's case. For ex- 
ample, three days prior to Jeffrey 
"Free" Luer's trial last spring, 36 SUVs 
were torched at the same car dealer- 
ship that he took action against a year 
prior. The communique that came 
out stated that the action was done in 
solidarity with Free and Critter and 
against their unjust imprisonment. 
There is no way of knowing the im- 
pact of this statement prior to Free's 
trial, but these are Free's observations 
(from Break the Chains 
#9): "My critique is 
this: This act would 
have been just as sig- 
nificant and more ben- 
eficial to me if my 
name were not men- 
tioned in the 
communique. That 
said, I would like to 
extend my revolution- 
ary thanks to those 
persons unknown. To 
those responsible for 
these actions, please 
know my gratitude." 

This is not meant to 
be a criticism of this ac- 
tion — just a reminder to 
people that we all need 
to proceed with caution 
when it is other people's 
freedom that we are 
dealing with. 

Work on Projects That are 
Prisoner-Directed 

The most successful prisoner sup- 
port projects are those that are con- 
ceived of and directed by the prisoners 
themselves. Two examples of such 
projects are the Victory Gardens Project 
in Maine (started by NY3 political pris- 
oners) and the Anarchist Prisoner Le- 
gal Aid Network (APLAN — started by 
anarchist prisoner Rob Thaxton) . They 
are successful and long-term because 
the prisoners themselves are leading 
them and working in conjunction with 
outside support to achieve their aims. 
Another prisoner-directed project is 
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the publishing of prisoners' writings 
and artwork through zines. This could 
include receiving the letters, typing, 
copying, distribution and fundraising. 
It's a big task, but many examples exist 
of excellent prisoner-directed zines. 

Prisoner Support Guidelines 

Support prisoners and people facing 
imprisonment (and their choices) un- 
conditionally. 

Barring a major transgression such as 
snitching on a co-defendant or other 
individuals, those facing heavy sen- 
tences need to be fully supported with- 
out the "carrot and stick" approach. For 


example, say that a well-known activist 
gets busted for a number of different 
actions and is approached by supporters 
who want to help with her legal situa- 
tion. When the activist decides that she 
knows what is best for herself and wants 
to take a plea bargain, she is attacked as 
not being righteous enough and un- 
worthy of support. This dynamic, albeit 
slightly exaggerated, has played itself 
out before between people being held in 
jail and others who claim to want to 
lend assistance. People need assistance 
with legal options but do not need to be 
told what to do or how revolutionary 
their choices are. When it comes down 
to it, they have to deal with being in a 
cage, not you. 


Drop Your Lifestyle Issues 

One thing we need to get past is the 
focus on issues relating to a prisoner's 
lifestyle whether before their arrest, on 
the ran or while in jail. For example, the 
ALF Support Group has a policy of only 
recognizing a prisoner as an Animal 
Liberation Front member/prisoner if 
they fulfill clause three, "One must be 
vegan or vegetarian. " This archaic clause 
(written presumably by the people who 
started the ALF in England) creates a 
really absurd basis of support. What if a 
person eats meat but decides that they 
are going to destroy 12 vivisection labs, 
liberate 5,000 mink, spike a few timber 
sales and sab hunts? If they get nicked, 
who will be lifestylist enough to tell 
them, "No, sorry. You are most defi- 
nitely not a member of the ALF and will 
not receive ALF prisoner 
support. Please refer to 
clause three." This 
sounds exaggerated, but 
it really isn't too far from 
an actual example and 
could happen again in 
the future. 

If we are going to 
enter into relation- 
ships with prisoners, 
we need to understand 
that they are not go- 
ing to be carbon cop- 
ies of ourselves. They 
will eat things we 
don't like, do things 
we don't like and we 
may even have 
enough time to spend 
sitting around end- 
lessly dissecting the 
merits of their action. 
Those items are irrelevant when it 
comes to providing principled and 
strong support for prisoners. On that 
note, we would strongly suggest that 
the ALF support group (in every coun- 
try it exists in) drop that clause as a 
basis of their support. 

For more information on how to 
support Earth and animal liberation 
prisoners, for a copy of our newsletter 
Spirit of Freedom, or if you know about 
an Earth and animal liberation pris- 
oner that needs help, contact the 
North American Earth Liberation Pris- 
oners Support Network, POB 11331, 
Eugene, OR 97440; naelpsn@tao.ca; 
www.spiritoffreedom. org.uk. 

Anti-copyright 2001 





Earth Liberation 

•Jeremiah Rush Bowen, #108016, DCC, 1140 East 10 
Road, Delta, CO 81416. Serving two years for the at- 
tempted arson of atownhouse in Boulder, Colorado, in the 
Summer of 2000. Release date: February 2002. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 2605 State Street, Sa- 
lem, OR 97310. Sentenced to 22 years for the arson of Joe 
Romania Chevrolet and attempted arson of Tyree Oil. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, SRCI, 777 Stanton 
Blvd, Ontario, OR 97914. Serving a five-and-a-half year 
sentence for conspiracy to commit arson and possession of 
unlawful devices. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Carswell, POB 27137 
Admin Max Unit, Fort Worth, TX 76127. Serving 27 years 
for robbing a bank and then setting the money on fire 
while reading a statement denouncing greed, capitalism 
and the destruction of the environment. 

•Marco Camenish, Viale deiTigli, 14 13900, Biella, Italy. 
Serving 12 years for a number of eco-bombings in Italy. 
Marco can read French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de Pamplona, C/San Roque. 
Apdo. 250, 3 1080— -Iruftez— Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. 
Serving just under five years for cutting cables on the 
construction site of the controversial Itoiz dam. 

•Silvano Pellissero, Com. Mastrolierto, Via Ferrerinoli 
no2, Sanponso, 10080 Torino, Italy. Italian anarchist serv- 
ing six years for sabotaging a rail line construction site in 
the Northern Italian Alps. Silvano can read Spanish, Italian 
and French. 


Anti-Globalization 

•Rob Middaugh, c/o Los Angeles Anarchist Black Cross, 
POB 3671, Anaheim, CA 92803-3671; blackcross@ 
disinfo.net. Sentenced to three years imprisonment for his 
involvement in the Mayday 2001 "Reclaim The Streets" 
celebrations in Long Beach, California. He is currently in 
the Los Angeles jail awaiting transfer to prison. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, 2605 State Street, Salem, 
OR 973 1 0. Rob threw a rock at a cop at the 1999 Eugene J 18 
RTS and received seven years as part of a "mandatory 
minimum" sentence. 

•Paul Robinson, Goteburg Remand Centre (Haktet), 
Goteburg Polis Headquaters, (Polis Huset), Box 429, 40126 
Goteburg, Sweden. One year imprisonment for rioting. 


Animal Liberation 

•Neil Bartlett, FW7083, HMP Lewes, Brighton Rd, East 
Sussex, BN7 1EA, England. Arrested on August 28 on 
suspicion of making telephone bomb hoax calls to various 
animal and Earth abusers. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, H.M. Prison Birmingham, 
B18 4AS, England. Serving three years for causing "grievous 
bodily harm" to Brian Cass of Huntington Life Sciences. 

•Mel Broughton, DJ8216, HMP The Mount, Molyneaux 
Avenue, Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 0NZ, England. 
Serving four years for conspiracy to cause explosions. 

•Geert Waegemans, Begijnestraat 42 2000 Antwerp, 
Belgium. Serving five years for an attempted arson against 
a judge's car, two arsons against McDonald's and two 
arsons against the meat industry. Geert has named police 
informant Anja Hermans as an accomplice after she 
named him as an ALF activist and tipped off the police 
about one of his actions. 


Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit I/A 10745, Route 18, 
Albion, PA 16475-0002, Serving 35-75 years for helping 
ship arms to Central American resisters. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048. An American Indian Movement (AIM) activist, 
serving two life sentences for the alleged murder of two FBI 
agents at the Pine Ridge siege in the 1970s. 

' 

MOVE* 

Although many of the MOVE prisoners are listed together, 
they must be written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa (006307), Janet Holloway Africa 
(006308), Janine Philips Africa (006309) are at SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 
16403-1238. 

•Michael Davis Africa (AM4973), Charles Simms Africa 
(AM4975) are at SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244. 

•Edward Goodman Africa (AM4974), SCI Camp Hill, PA 
17011-0200. * 

•William Philips Africa (AM4984), Delbert Orr Africa 
(AM4985) are at SCI Dallas Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal (AM8335), SCI Greene, 1040 East R. 
Furman Highway, Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090. 

"MOVE is an eco-revolutionary group that was consistently 
persecuted by the Philadelphia police during the 70s culmi- 
nating in the police firebombing of their commune in 1985. 
The "Move 9" were framed for the murder of a cop and 
sentenced to the maximum prison sentence of 100 years 
each. In 1998, Merle Africa died under very suspicious cir- 
cumstances in prison. The pamphlet 20 Years on theMOVE is 
a comprehensive account of this story. 


Prisoner Support Groups 


•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Network, 818 SW 3rd Ave, PMB 354, Portland, OR 97204; aplan@tao.ca. 

•Friends of MOVE, POB 19709, Philadelphia, PA 19143. 

•Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, POB 583, Lawrence, KS 66044; (913) 842-5774. 

•North American Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440; naelpsn@tao.ca; 
www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•UK Earth Lib. Prisoners Support Network, 16 Sholebrooke Ave, Chapelton, Leeds, England LS7 3HB; earthlibprisoner@mail.ca. 
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(Memo 

Bureaucrats Home Destroyed 
By Errant Boulder 

Jack Burns says he isn't certain if his 
four-year-old home will ever be rebuilt 
now that a massive boulder has taken 
over most of his bedroom. Burns, an 
assistant manager for natural resources at Zion National 
Park, awoke to thesound of glass breaking and something 
crushing the roof above his head. 

"I never had a chance to hop out of bed. I just screamed 
and closed -my eyies," Burns said. "I knew something very 




devastating^ 

A huge 
the cliff api 
house — de 
The bould' 

"I didn't 
until it got 
debris every 
Insurances 
told Burns 
reopened the< 

An avid co 
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to be alive, 
traumatized 
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sleeping on the o 
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German Yuppi 

A Berlin car recycl 
way to attract custom 
therapists: car smashing! 


ening. 

:, nearly 16 feet in diameter, had rolled off 
home and lodged into the side of his 
bedroom and bathroom, he said, 
yitbin two feet of his head, 
e'lhagnitude of what had happened 
Burns said. "There was dust and 

fives who visited the home initially 
d not cover the damage, but later 
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remains hopeful some of his 
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Andreas Schmidtke, managingdirector at the Autopressw 
Tempelhof, said that for the^^fcvcnRit ol two dollars 1 
customers can swipe at junk carsMffh a sledge hammer for 
up to an hour. He said most had left with a smile after jpst^ 
10 minutes of destruction. SU 

" It's a form of stress relief for people who mightptherwi$e 
be in need of a therapist," Schmidtkl said. 

"They let out their frustration on the car wrecks before 
we put them in the press. The people whb've tried it OWt s0« 
far seem satisfied. They leave here feeling better." 

Hay duke Lives! 

Neil Godfrey arrived at Philadelphia International Aupuit 
around 9:30 a.m. on October 10. His brother's girlfriend 
dropped him off with plenty of time to spare before his 
11:40 a.m. flight on United Airlines. Godfrey was on his 
way to Phoenix, where his father lives. 
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When Godfrey stepped up to the ticket counter, the 
United clerk informed him that he had been selected for 
a random baggage search. As he passed through a metal 
detector, an airport security guard furrowed his brow at 
Godfrey's reading selections as they disappeared through 
; ttie‘conveyof belt. On the cover of his Hayduke Lives! book 
by Edward Abbey was an illustration of a man holding 
several sticks of dynamite. 

"LFOr the first time, it occurred to me the book may be a 
problem," Godfrey recalled. He proceeded through the 
’Security checkpoint and sat down to read near his boarding 
gate. About 10 minutes bad passed when a National 
Guardsman approached Godfrey. "He told me to step 
aside," Godfrey says. "Theifpe took my book and asked 
me why I was reading it." 

Within minutes, Godfrey Sf^s, Philadelphia police 
officers, Pennsylvania State Trappers and airport security 
officials joined the National Guardsman. About 10 to 12 
people examined the novel for 45 minutes, scratching out 
notes the entire time. 

A United Airlines employee t 
him that he wouldn't be allowi 
in particular the fact that Godfrey 
an illustration of a bomb on thee 
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Duck Kamikazees 
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A Florida man died after a duck hit 
knocking him off of a jetski and into a lak 
[ sheriff's official^pap? 

Leon Resnick, 31, was driving the wafercr, 
the Fort Lauderdale suburb of Deerfij 
friend watched from the shore. 

The friend turned to get a radar gun to check the vessel's 
|f|eed, then noticed Resnick was missing from the craft. He 
found him several minutes later in the watgr, pulled him 
Implore and unsuccessfully attempted to re 
medical examiner listed the cause of death a 
f to ||e head and drowning. 

Both men worked at a company that sdlxTpersonalized 
watercraft. Wesnick was traveling about 55 mph when the 
accident occurred, the sheriff's office said* The duck's 
carcass was recovered and turned over to investigators. 
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Two Die in Pig Shock Horror 

The annual pre-Christmas swinej 
southwestern HungarianfVillage car 
y end after one man died of electrocute 
stun a feisty frig with a homemade,|device. 

Celebrations at the pig-killing party in DarvasDuszta 
then took another Tu rn for the worse as 
, a local man ended up in the hospital 
with an irregular heart rhythm after 
attempting a rescue by trying to unplug 
the device. 

The accident so upset the pig's owner 
that he suffered a heart attack and died. 

There was no word on the fate of the pig. 






BY MONKEYPOD 


Gardeners have a secret they want 
to share with you, an answer to these 
times of environmental destruction 
and capitalist chaos. Even in the pale, 
dirty grey of cement-drenched urban 
areas, one can find some respite and 
inspiration working with the soil to 
create a lush green oasis of food, shade 
and fresh air. These places become 
edible community social centers for 
the young and old. 

Urban Wilds: Gardeners' Stories of the 
Struggle for Land and Justice tells these 
stories one after the other from 
neighborhoods in the Bronx, New York 
to Tacoma, Washington. Edited, 
compiled and partly written by Clea, 
Urban Wilds draws on her travel 


This photo montage from the cover depicts “gardeners stories of the struggle for land and justice. 


Dig for the Revolution: A Review of Urban Wilds 


experiences with community and away my garden. I kept repeating, over can have space as well. "An example 
guerrilla gardeners in urban my dead body. I'm going to lay down of this is in an article about gardening 
environments. From fruit tree in front of this garden. And if you in Havana, Cuba. Permaculturist 


planting, rooftop and homeless 
gardens to handy permaculture 
techniques and lawn stenciling, this 
book feels out the lively pulse of fresh, 
green blood flowing into these 
communities. In one of her articles, 
Clea writes about Melanie's Garden in 
the South Bronx. This garden, 
Melanie's labor of love, was going to 
be razed for a parking lot. Melanie 
talks about that time, "After 17 years, 
they told me they were going to take 


remove me I will come back again and 
lay down." 

There are also stories and "how-to's" 
on guerrilla solar installations, urban 
wildcrafting and swaling parking lots. 
In the chapter "Compost City," Clea 
writes, "It will take an agricultural 
revolution that brings farming back 
into the realm of nature, brings nature 
back to the city and restores the land 
presently farmed, mined, logged and 
grazed to death so that wild creatures 


Justo Torres talks about "Zunzun, a 
once rare hummingbird that has 
come to feed on the flower of the 
giant banana tree that grows out of 
his compost pile." 

Inspired by stories like these you'll 
soon be planting rhubarb seeds in the 
sidewalk cracks to support the Earth's 
return to wildness and renewal. 

Urban Wilds: Gardeners Stories of the 
Struggle for Land and Justice is available 
from the Earth First! Journal for $10. 
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Check Out the McKenzie Printers Guild 


BlackRhinoceros 

A few former EF! [oumalistas and Eugeneans have formed the McKenzie 
Printers Guild, a collectively run outfit that specializes in layout and design 
of environmental literature. We are currently working on various campaign 
newsletters, newspapers, magazines, media kits, etc. We are able to accom- 
modate your layout needs. If your group or campaign uses Joe Blow graphic 
designer, it is time to give us a call. Keep the work in the movement and keep 
it wild! For more information, contact the McKenzie Printers Guild, POB 
10384, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 683-1645. 


BlackRhi noceros Environmentalists, 
on their newly launched website, 
gather in one place more than 750 
annotated, clearly categorized and 
mapped links to environmental ac- 
tion alerts promoted by more than 
200 ecological campaign groups, 
www. blackrhinoceros. org 


Directory of GE Resistance 

A SEED has re-launched the 
online version of the "Directory 
of GE Resistance, " a guide to orga- 
nizations campaigning against the 
use of genetic engineering. The fo- 
cus is on groups in Europe, but there 
are many contacts from around the globe. 
You can also add or update your group's details 
online. If your group is not listed, please take time to 
fill in the short form so we can make it an up-to-date 
resource list. The directory is a work in progress, and 
all comments and suggestions are appreciated. 

A SEED GE campaign 

biotech@aseed.antenna.nl • www.groundup.org 


Biotechnology, Agriculture 6 Racism 

January 4-8, 2002 • Plainfield, Vermont 

Genetically engineered crops have raised widespread 
controversy throughout the industrialized world. While 
the biotechnology industry's $50 million-per-year adver- 
tising campaign paints this technology as the savior of the 
world's hungry masses, activists and critics have argued 
that this is very far from the case. 

This four-day intensive study will provide participants 
with a deeper understanding of the politics, science and 
economics of biotechnology and the connections be- 
tween biotechnology, racism and agriculture. The course 
will also offer a critical perspective on the developing 
political opposition to biotechnology worldwide. 

For more information, contact the Institute for Social 
Ecology, (802) 454-8493; biotech@social-ecology.org; 
www.social-ecology.org. 



Go Cow-Free with Phoenix EF! 

On the Tonto National Forest in central Arizona, 
livestock have been grazing away the basic elements 
needed for a healthy, functioning desert ecosystem. 
As a result, wildlife populations are in decline and 
many others are being threatened with local extinc- 
tion. Phoenix Earth First! has been working to help 
ensure the Tonto goes cow-free. We are organizing a 
series of direct actions against the Forest Service's 
main office in Phoenix this February. So come to the 
Organizers' Conference for strategy planning, fun 
and to experience the beautiful Sonoran Desert. For 
more information, contact Phoenix EF!, POB 5564, 
Phoenix, AZ 85010-5564; phoenixef@excite.com. 


Get yer Slingshot 2002 Organizer 


liffl ann 

This 160-page pocket organizer 
has radical dates for every day of 

Send $5 to: Slingshot lllllilf/' 

3124 Shattuck Ave 
Berkeley, CA 94705 ^ 
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There have been many revolutions but the pattern of patriarchy remains... 
We raise hell and make a ruckus in order to deconstruct patriarchy and 
hierarchy within ourselves, our communities and our world once and 
for all — (for all time and all people). 

Womyn's Army trains, educates, confronts, reports, agitates and mobilizes. 
Womyn's Army exists to energize connections between revolutionary 
womyn, to recruit and to build bridges between genders and 
all oppressed affinity groups. 

Womyn's Army embraces the Earth, her lifeforms and elements as inter- 
related and sacred. The Earth must be respected, protected and fought for. 
We are pro-choice. We are anti-capitalist. 

We redecorate property. 

We are dedicated to love and creativity, as our power 
to shape a future grows. 

This is an army — not a political party. 

We are ready, and some of us are rabid. 


Against Patriarchy: A 
Conference for Everyone 

January 25-27, 2002 • Eugene, Oregon 

The aim of this conference is to focus 
directly upon patriarchy and our roles 
within it. Through presentation, dia- 
logue and performance, we hope to 
broach these topics seriously and play- 
fully, with intellect and emotion. The 
goal is an increased understanding of 
our society and how we might change it. 

Free and open to the public. Food 
will be served, housing can be arranged, 
child care and "safe spaces" will be 
provided. Spanish or ASL translators 
available upon request. Wheelchair 
accessible. All genders welcome. 

For more information, contact 
POB 5841, Eugene, OR 97405; 
fruitiondesign.com/againstpatriarchy. 









Eden Hot Springs, sunrise at the big pool... 


celebrate , re l ax, plan OUf aifaC^S //.' 

EF! North America organizes two gatherings a year: the summer Round River Rendezvous, which is more of a jamboree 
and orientation to EF!, and the Organizers ' C inference and Winter Rendezvous — a strategy and organizing event. We hope 
that folks from different regions and struggles around the world will join us this winter (if you can call it winter down here) 
in Southern Arizona for the 2002 Organizers' Conference. 

Cfrrlh ir$±! organ izers 1 Conference 1 Lqo2- 

We hereby invite y'all to the Southwest this winter and challenge you to activate 
this movement, whilst taking time to gather our strengths, make new friends, leam 
new skills and enjoy this beautiful region, including Eden Hot Springs. 

We will be creating a more structured agenda this year, focusing on goals and 
strategy. Please send us ideas of what you feel we need to address, position papers, 
etc. to the address or email below. Workshops will include an introduction to 
organizing, bioregionalism, sustainability/ permaculture, how-to-climb, bike pro j ects, 
deconstructing racism, nonviolence, border issues, wilderness defense, magical 
activism, billboard defacement and much more. This will be a skill-share, if you 
would like to host a workshop, please contact us and come prepared. 

This private property site located near the base of Mt. Graham has a large Bordeaux style house (pictured below) with a 
large industrial kitchen. This is where all cooking should happen, however, there will be an area for personal outdoor cooking. 
We will be cooking two vegan meals per day for you during the meeting days only. During the rendezvous there will be 
a community kitchen, this means bring food to contribute and help in the kitchen — or starve. We suggest you bring snacks 
as well. We can guide you to the best dumpsters in Tucson... no excuses. It's best to do all your errands in Tucson or Phoenix. 

What to bring: camping gear (if you don't know what to bring, just ask us), warm sleeping bag, warm weather and freezing 
weather clothes (you may find yourself hiking naked all day long and in the evening have icicle boogers), rain gear, a couple 
of sturdy personalized water containers, a dish, utensils, mug, toilet paper, snacks, a towel and info./propaganda for the 
Information Market/Trading Bazaar about your bioregion and campaigns. If you can't make the event or are travelling light, 
please send us your literature beforehand. 

No Dogs, cats, birds or hedgehogs! Sorry, but this site has pet peacocks and is undergoing restoration projects. Leave your 
non human friends at home. You will be turned away, no exceptions. Please, no weapons. 

Directions: Find southeast AZ on a map. It's likely you'll be coming from the east or west on I- 10. Look for Hwy. 191 north 

(used to be 666 'til the locals realized what that meant) which is several 
miles east of Wilcox. Take 191 north until you hit the main intersection 
in the town of Safford (last gas) which will be Hwy. 70. Go west (left) 
through strip-malls, farms and small towns for 1 5 . 7 miles. Look for mile 
marker #313. There will be a large metal barn before you turn north 
(right) on Eden Rd. Go 1.2 miles (across what's left of the Gila River) to 
Hot Springs Rd., go west (left) 1.9 miles (turns to dirt at 1 mile) to a gate 
that appears in front of you as the road veers to the left. This is it — go on 
inside and let the friendly caretakers (be nice) tell you where to park. 
From the west on Hwy. 70 (shorter from Phoenix) look for mile marker 
#312 and then the Eden Rd. turn-off to the north (left). 

If you are in need of financial or logistic travel support, please contact 
ride coordination at (520) 566-0002. 

Setup February 13 — Folks who would like to participate will hammer 
out the agenda and the rest will make camp. 

Organizers' Conference & Strategy Session February 14-16 — Please start thinking about what you would like to accomplish 
in these meetings. 

Night to Howl! February 16 (evening) — The Warrior Poets Society will kickoff the Winter Rendezvous. EF! performers, poets, 
dancers, musicians, etc. are welcome to entertain us. If you don't, we'll demand it! 

Winter Rendezvous February 17-18 — A time for action planning, campaign discussions, 
workshops, campfire music, rejuvenation, hiking and other illicit activities. 

New Orleans Mardi Gras Style Costume Party February 17 — Dance party in the old 
hotel with DJ Ozone (No costume, no attendance...)! 

Tucson Benefit February 19 — Pack up, cleanup and sum-rad-kinda'-action day. The Earth 
First! journal invites you to come to Tucson for a benefit concert Tuesday night. 

For more info., contact EF!OC, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; eforganize@yahoo.com. 


jMVB TO EDEN 


OT SPRINGS RD. 



• Southern ‘KtrfU ($1 planet car 4k 



Tum-of-the-century hotel 
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Popular Education for 
a Free Society 

Interdisciplinary studies to guide social change - year-round 
study options including a B.A. degree in affiliation with 
Burlington College to intensive summer programs, and more. 
Please contact us or visit our web site. 

Institute for Social Ecology 

1118 Maple Hill, Plainfield, VT 05667, (802) 454-8493, info@social-ecology.org 

www.social-ecology.org 


DEFEND THE ELAHO VALLEY! 


& 



VANCOUVER, BC 

COAST t ALI1H LAND 

GET involved: 
Press Office 

Radio Show 
Info Cafe 
Ancient Giant Trees 
Wildlife Research 

JOIN US! 

ELAHO EARTH FIRST! 

1604) 682-1269 EXT 6144 

MONKEY WREN<H<AFE.QRG/ELAHQ£F 


You Make 


the Call! 


Support the Earth First! 
Journal with every long- 
distance call you make. 
Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get top-quality 
service, competitive rates and the satisfaction of knowing 
that five percent of your bill goes to this enviro-rag each 
month. To sign up, contact (510) 644-2778; 
Steve@InternetAddress.com. 


SCAMBUSTERS EXPOSING 

all the latest 

FRAUDS, SCAMS, & RIP-OFFS OF 
OUR CONSUMER CULTURE 

with the effects on our food supply, our health, 
and the rights of animals 

Scambusters includes profiles on products, services, 
professions, Trade Secrets, “ Insider ” Information & 
Tricks Of The Trade ... EVEN PREDICTS TERRORISM! 

www.scambustersUSA.com 



links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 


Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 
FREE SAMPLE 
<& Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
w 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


> 


BLACK CAT 
DISTRO 


if 


Purveyors of fine books, magazines, booklets, 
videos, t-shirts, and buttons; distributing only the 
best in animal liberation, radical environmental- 
ism, anarchist and anti-capitalist informational 
products. For the latest catalogue send a buck to the 
address below, or email otter @tao.ca. 


P.O. Box 3673, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 7P1, Canada 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal . . . and get some free music too ! 


Address 

City, State, Zip. 


Name O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

[dress O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope O $50 Air Mail, International 

ty, State, Zip q First Q ass (US $, no foreign checks) 

L Country O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

nail O Send me a free "Keep it Wild!" music compilation tape with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # Exp. date 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 


Credit Card Orders 
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Earth ’ff First! 

Trinkets and Snake Oil 


"More than twice as many people 
have died since 1900 in US car 
collisions as have been killed in all 
the wars in US history." 

— Katie Alvord, Divorce Your Car, 2000 


BIRTH to DEATH in a CAR 




1 th such, KMUfL ua. haaJOxLL jin i rmata. unx*p Xfoav 

i*. ana.. Vwmajn ptnuCA cambu. fiusm Lie. . JjmU* cotal. ijjjj 

fytom AsaXt*.. CJvooQA. Mfl&,&o3hatwe nnofyAlup Xivvncfi. 



CARtoons 

Andy Singer is a cartoonist who loves 
bikes and hates cars, a fact made crystal 
clear in his book CARtoons. 
Compilation of about 60 percent 
artwork and 40 percent editorial 
material. Almost every CARtoon is 
accompanied by an interesting and/or 
related quote, and the facts are 
backed up with footnotes. 1 
Although the subject matter is V 
serious, Andy's cartoons will make ^ 
you laugh. See review page 63. 
98-pages, $10 
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Rattlesnake-Don't Tread on 
Me — four-color Earth tones on 
black/blue shirts, M, L, XL — $15 


Quality three-inch 
patch for your 
daypack, jacket ot 
butt, $3 


URBAN WILDS: gardeners' 

STORIES OF THE STRUGGLE FOR » t&X pJ 

Mm^aj^ptustice 

Under pavement. Under a shimmering crust of broken glass and weeds, 
the dark earths endures. We are dispossessed of our most basic human 
right— to cultivate land. But in cities across North America, people are 
taking bac]§||is right and resisting corporate control of food and livelihood. 
Here are some of their stories. See review page 63. 88-pages, $10 
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Earth tip First! Directory 


ALABAMA 

University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 / V* 8 ® 

ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
Wildfire Infoshop 
POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
wildfireinfoshop@yahbo.com • 

Phoenix EF! J* 

POB 1601, Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
phoenixef@excite.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 

Environmentally Sound Promotions 
POB 2254, Redway, CA 95560 
(707) 923-4949; ensbpro@asis.Co^^% 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 

(707) 523-1229 

Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

(303) 385-3043, (617) 687-2598 (fax) * 

wildernessdefense@email.com 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 
c/o CMC, 1021 W. University Ave, 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352)373-0010 * | - 

gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 

(904) 462-3374 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEOR GIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
ILLINOIS 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 

The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 


(847) 931-9054 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618)549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 
INDIANA 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
tyezart@yahoo.com 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 
MARYLAND 
Two Rivers EF! 

POB 5, Piney Point, MD 20674 
twotiversef@doityourself.com 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St Apt. 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617)859-8155 
M I C HIG A N. 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
Lost Cause Co%ftive m 

325 W. College Ave, Marquette, Ml 49855 
(906) 228- 7074; ' 1 = ** r a te s 

foodnotbombs_mqt@hotmail.com 
MINNESOTA • 

Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, Mpls, MN 55458 
(612)362-3387 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, 'X 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

S 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 
;t Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205; 

(573) 443-6832 

MONTANA ***** 

Wild Rockies EF l/Wild Rockies Revi 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 721-3494; wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW 1ERSF.Y 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
NEW MEXICO 
New Mexico Direct Action 
POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 
actionnm@yahoo.com 
NEW YORK 




Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Vegan Noise 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@hotmail.com 

Mountain Eco-Collective 

Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 

POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 

mountainecocolllective@hotmail.com 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor 

Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 


Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
PO Bdf 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
t$l) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

TENN ESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281>Chattanooga, TN 37401 
■ 949-5922; jphnjEF@bledsoe.net 
EF!/RiVer Faction 
42, Knoxville, TN 37996 
33-8483; kropotkin@hushmail.com 


St, Austin, I X 78722 


do@hotmaij,i 

E<ist Tcxiis 1 
Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, 

Houston, TX 77019 
(713) 294-HOPE 
Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
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EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Eowth, Co Dublin 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 


UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 

rainbowbridgeef@aoi.com 


Rainbow Keepers 

POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
(0913) 14-5-14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 


Glasgow EF! 


More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological POB 1 80, Glasgow G4 9AB 


direct action groups exist in the " United King- 44 (0)41 636 1924/339-8009 


Biodiversity Liberation Front 


dom . " There are also a number of other anar- 
chist/revolutianar}' groups and projects. For a 
list or for general news from the UK, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487 Norwich NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811 
efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Manchester EF! | 

A30, c/o Dept.29, 255 Wilmslow Road, 
Manchester M14 SLW 
0161-226-6814 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; teedsef@ukf.net 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, 
East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@vahoo.co.uk 

IMP 

Les Eco-guerrlers 
71 Av. jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY . . 


POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1 Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 

321 S. Laurel St, Richmond, VA. 23220 
(804) 643-5190 
earthhrstRVA@end-war.cora 
DC Area EF! 


424 3688 (fax) 

Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South Street, St Andrews, > 

Fife KY16 9Q 

01334-477411 

SLOVAKIA 

Slobodna Altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 


Shuksan Direct Action 
POB 1327, Bellingham, W 
shuksandirectCffhotmai 1 .co 
Direct Action Network 
POB 951 13, Seattle, WA 9 
Olympia EFl/Cascadia D 
FOB 11426, Olympia, W A 
wildcascadia@yahoo.com 


1ES Kelt: 
manoelf 


Midwest Headwaters EF! 
31 University Sq, Madison, 
16081 262-9036 
Liberated /one Info Slioj 
308 Nelson Hall-UWSP. Stet 
54481 

L2JS<" hotmai .i om 


EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lin dinger 
Europahaus, Rheingut Str 40/40, 78462 
Konstanz; manueUindingef@uni-konsta 

AnandSkaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009)484-25435 


Rainbow Keej 
POB 322, Kiev 
7 38(044)265; 


WALES 


leewino 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 Bihar, 

POB 229 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 


POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
krstnpnt@netscape.net 


Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


International 


Projects 1 5 Campaigns 


There is an international Earth First! web 
page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 


Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 


Bioengineering Action Network 

ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 

(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

tel/fax (925) 376-7329 

End Corporate Dominance 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 

(541) 468-2028 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 

Earth Liberation Front 

www.earthliberationfront.com 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC 

V9N 7P1, Canada 

(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naa]fpo@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net 


EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144 
earth_first@ziplip.com 


Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110 (fax) 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 1632 Tagig, 
M. Mia. 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
U. Jasna 17, 43-360 Bystra 
tel/fax 48-33-817-14-68 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi'' Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(0959) 54-91-93 


EF! Cura9ao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 
falcone@fiberia.com 


Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

www.ecn.cz/zemepredevsim 

Car Busters Magazine Sc Resource Center 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

(420) 2781-0849; 781-67-27 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 


Send directory changes to: 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
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by Kevin Tucker 

It is the high residues of hazardous 
and potentially lethal chemicals in- 
side your fat cells. It is you watching 
television on a beautiful day. It is shop- 
ping when you are depressed. It is the 
feeling you get that something is miss- 
ing. It is your worry that a fire may 
destroy all of your possessions. It is the 
thought that tells you to go on a diet. 
It is the excess fat on your body. It is 
the headache that won't go away. It is 
the bleeding in your intestines from 
years of pain-alleviating drug use. It is 
the child with a birth defect. 


It is your killer when you die from 
a car accident. It is the savior you 
worship to fill that aching void. It is 
your carpal tunnel syndrome. It is 
your tumor. It is your expensive cof- 
fin. It is the bulldozer that destroyed 
the woods you knew so well. It is the 
towering skyscraper that makes you 
feel forever tiny and powerless. It is 
your boss. It is minimum wage. It is 
maximum wage. 


IT is your prison, sometimes with 
bars, sometimes without. It is the fear 
that keeps you up at night. It is the 
lock on your door. It is the bullet in 
your gun. It is your noose and your tie. 
It is the turned cheek. It is the cold 
shoulder. It is the new appliance that 
you never knew existed but you now 
can't live without. It is inequality. It is 
the sink-or-swim economy. It is the 
thing that has categorized you and 
stopped you from doing the things 
you want. It is what makes you jeal- 
ous. It is your hate. It is your clenched 
fist. It is your mace spray. 

It is the police. It is the nightstick. 
It is the protester and the media that 
tells you not to listen to them. It is the 
corporation that creates a new truth 
for you daily. It is the gold star earned 
in kindergarten. It is your bill for the 


What is the Totality? 



forget it all. It is your misery. It is your 
world. It is everything to you. 

It is what makes devastation seem 
not so shocking. It is what gives you 
nightmares. It is your feeling of not 
having accomplished enough. It is 
your desire to have a child to com- 
plete yourself. It is the physical and 
mental barriers of civilized life. It is 
civilization, and it has become you. It 
is a mindset. It is the feeling of supe- 
riority which supplies the reason to 
destroy all else. It is unnatural. It will 
fall, but will you fall with it? 

Its defeat is needed for our libera- 
tion, as well as for everything else 
that humankind has set out to over- 
power. Freedom is only a thought 
away. Liberate the mind, and the body 
will follow. 


II is the patented seed. It is the 
farmer poisoning himself with the 
pesticides that were going to make 
life better. It is the concrete be- 
neath your feet. It is the train that 
went off the tracks. It is the plane 
that blew up. It is the boat that 


medicine you bought to "fix your 
brain." It is your weakening eyesight 
from the incandescent institutional 
glow. It is your hearing loss. 


It is the white noise that drives 
you crazy. It is the tears that pour 
down your face after a sad movie. It is 
your longing for a dramatic romance 
with a happy ending. It is your lust. It 
is the objectified woman and the pow- 
erless man. It is the rapist. It is the 
murderer. It is the thief. It is the profi- 
teer. It is the worker. It is the dead 
union organizer. 


II is the soldier who is willing to 
kill and die for cheaper oil. It is the 
indigenous activist hung for saying 
they don't want to be killed for prof- 
its. It is the rubber bullet. It is pepper 
spray. It is extinct species. It is the 
dying world. It is polluted air. It is 
tainted water. It is the accident at the 
nuclear power plant. It is the break in 
the pipeline. It is the brakes that 
failed. 
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